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PREFACE 


T he first Tolume of tlie Selections from the Letters, Des- 
patches and other State Papers in tlie Military Depart- 
ment of the Grovernment of India, 1867-58, contained the 
documents from the first outbreak of disaffection to the siege 
and storming' of Delhi by the English troops. These Yoliimes 
contain in a similar form : — 

All j)apers relating tolhe mutiny at Lucknow and the 
' defence of the Pcsidency hy the garrison : General 
HaTolock’s march from Allahabad and the first ’ 
relief of Lucknow : General Outram’s defence of r 
Luclaiow : Sir Colin Campbell’s relief of JLiicknO’^v"; 
in November 1857 : Outram’s defence of the Alum- ; 
bagh : General Windham’s defence of Cawnpore : 
Sir Colin Campbell’s storming and capture of i 
Lucknow. All documents relating to the outbreak 
at Cawnpore, the defence of the intrenchment, and 
the massacre of the survivors. 

As the letters and despatches do not, however, furnish 
an unbroken narrative of events and are somewhat full of 
technical detail, I have thought it advisable, as in the case 
of the previous volume, to construct from these official mate- 
rials a continuous story and to prefix it as an introduction. 
Since the publication of the first volume seven years have 
elapsed, but the labour of investigation has been very great 
/and the years which I have devoted to the work have been 
none too many for so delicate and difiicult an enterprise. The 
documents in the two pi’esent volumes illustrate a larger num-- 
her of important episodes than did the preyious , calendar. 
The introduction to the Delhi volume contained one distinct ^ 
narrative. The present introduction, it will be seen, contaJns 
eight distinct and complete narratives, and it has not always 
been easy so to arrange them that the course of events should 
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ever 1)e clear and distinct and the reader he not too frequently 
called upon to hreah off, and resume, the threads of different 
operations in different parts of the empii’e. 

It is on the siu’c ground of ofdcial documents that I 
liavG mainly relied, but they haTe been fortified by the con- 
temporary literature which is both yaried and abundant. A 
large number of private letters and diaries have been placed 
at my disposal and it has been my anxious care to draw from 
iboni useful material by separating facts and just inferences 
from matters and opinions honestly given as testified by the 
senses of the writer, but which in truth are founded on the 
current statements and warped feelings of the hour. Besides 
the printed matter and the manuscript documents, I have 
had the advantage of actual conversation with many who 
.witnessed the transactions. 

iMiiitaiy ' operatiens Jiowever extend over so wide a 
field that no actor can have a'personval knowledge of all the 
circumstances. By putting together fragments of informa- 
tion which I have received from several witnesses, marking 
where they agree and where they differ and comparing them 
with the whole collection of written statements, I liave 
cndea'N oured to arrive at a complete and correct conception of 
the combination of scenes which a battle or the storming of 
a fortress presents. My own conceptions have been corrected 
by the technical and sagacious criticisms of military experts, 
and the work of a civilian on the operations of war is there- 
fore offered with less fear. In order to strengthen the text 
and to enable the reader to form his own judgment of the 
evidence, abundant citations from the original authorities 
have been inserted as footnotes ; I have also incorporated 
extracts from the despatches and letters in the text of -the 
mtroducUon with the object of bringing the reader into 
touch with the actors. 


1 ,c ston. of the dorcncc of Luckno,., one of the most 
.nculen . m o«e national history, is told in the con- 
.cnimrary navratn-os of the man who did the fighting and the 
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womeE whose courage never faltered ; and they are fertile 
in tragedy. I discovered that the diary of Captain George 
Fulton, whose cheerful hearing and noble temper inspired 
officers and men with his own energy and cool determination, 
Avas in Australia. In response to my appeal his sons kindly 
sent me a copy, and of this I have made free use in the intro- 
duction. The fine and modest temper of the man to whom liis 
comrades gave the proud title of “ The Defender of Lucknow,” 
is seen in his plain narrative of facts. Sir Joseph Fayrer 
has also given me leave to quote from his manuscript diary. 
The story of Oawnpore, a tale of disaster and unutter- 
able u"oe illumined by gallantry and patient, heroic courage, 
is told in part from the narratives of Captain Thomson, 
Lieutenant Delafosse and Mr. Shepherd, the three male sur- 
vivors, and from an account Avritten for me by one of the tivo 
Avomen aaJio escaped the massacre at the bank of the rh^or. 
Her name, for the sake of her family, cannot be disclosed. 
Her story has been minutely compared Avith the voluminous 
CAudcnce before me and of its substantial accuracy there is 
no doubt. The depositions of sixty-three Avitnesses, uatiA'-es 
and half-castes, taken under the directions of Colonel 
Williams, Commissioner of Police in the North-Western. 
Provinces, haA^e been consulted, but theii’ evidence is full of 
discrepancies and must be treated with extreme caution. The 
confidential reports from officials, petitions from private 
persons, depositions of Avitnesses, unofficial examinations, have 
been studied Avith care. They show that although the 
darkest tints predominate, the picture is not so black as it 
has been painted. As Colonel Williams states : “ The most 
searching and earnest enquiries totally disprove the unfounded 
assertion that at first was so frequently made and so cur- 
■ rently believed that personal indignity and dishonour were 
offered to our poor suffering countrywomen.” The evidence 
also proves that the sepoy guard placed over the prisoners 
refused to murder them. The foul crime Avas perpetrated- 
by five ruffians of the Nana’s guard at the instigation of a 
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courtesan. It is as ungenerous as it is untrue to charge 
upon a nation that cruel deed. 

The slcctch of Sir Colin Caniphell’s relief of Lucknow 
in jS’oTcmher 1857 is drawn from Sir Colin’s own despatch 
and other primaiy sources. The journal kept in his official 
caj^acity by Captain George AUgood, c.b,, who accomimnied 
Sir Colin as Assistant Quarterruaster*General with head- 
quarters in the campaigns of 1857, 1858 and 1859, are now 
printed for the first time and they have been of great use to 
me. Sir David Baird, who was one of Sir Colin’s Aides-de- 
Camp, at my urgent request sent me a short narrative of 
what occurred when he, Lieutenant Loherts and Captain 
Hopkins planted under a shower of bullets a regimental 
colour on one of the turrets of the mess-house, 

The narrative of Major-General Windham’s operations at 
Cawnpore has been written with an anxious regard to stat(} 
facts without unduly raking the ashes of an old controversy. 
The draft of the narrative was read by the late Sir John Adyo, 
who was Windham’s Brigade-Major, and pronounced by him 
to be accurate and impartial, I pointed out to Sir John that 
liis semi-official defence of General Windham’s strategy printed 
in 1858 is mainly based on the word » outside ” which is notin 
the original manuscript of the “ Memorandum by the Chief of 
the Stalf for the guidance of Major-General Windliam.” 


Colonel Lewis Jones (8Sth Regiment), who captured the 
ciieiu} s guns on the 26th November, has conferred upon me 
a favom by sending to me a brief account of what took place 
on that day. General Chamier, who commanded with so 
much distinction the Madras guns on the 28th of Hovemher 
when Brigadier Carthew was forced hack into the intreneh- 
ments, has, by imparting to me much valuable information 
helped me to understand the true nature of that conflict^ 
Buhof all the materials on which I formed my account 
none has been of more value to me than the original draft 
•of Brigadier Cailhew^ « PetaUed report of the operations 
0 he i 01 CCS placed under my command on the 26th, 27th 
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and 28tli ultimo.” As the report came into my private 
possession from a private source, and is not to be found in 
the Military Records, I am precluded from' treating it as 
an ofhcial document •which ought to be' printed in these 
volumes. General Ghamier vouches for its accuracy. 

The account of the march of the three columns from 
the eastern frontier of Oudh to Lucknow has been mainly 
constructed from the despatches of their respective com- 
manders. Much useful information relating to the march 
of General Pranks’s force has been supplied to me by General 
McLeod Innes, v.c., ■who accompanied it as Engineer 
Officer, and sho’n’-ed ho-w great professional skill and calm 
judgment can he combined with valour of no ordinary order. 

A detailed account is given of tlie operations on the 
plain of Alumhagh, by -vvduch Oufram held the armed hosts 
of Lucknow in check until the Comraander-in-Ohief was in 
a position to undertake the capture of the city. It has been 
mainly based on Outram’s own reports, which bear in every 
line the stamp of the man who impressed' himself upon all 
the events Avith Avhich he was connected and shaped them by 
the force of his individual character. He lives in the hearts of 

t 

those -who knew him, and from his comrades I have received 
many striking reminiscences of his courage and chivalry. • 

The sketch of the siege and caj)ture of Lucknow, an 
operation which Avill always he considered a striking illustra- 
tion of the art of Avar, is draAvn from Sir Colin OampbelTs 
despatch and Outram’s memorandum of the operations car- 
ried on under his command. The “ Reports on the Engineer 
in g Operations at the Siege of Lucknow in March 1868,” by 
Major-General Sir R. Napier, k.c_.b.. Colonel Harness, c.b., 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Lennox, Royal Engineers, have 
enabled me to trace the daily progress of the siege. General 
' Su’ J. J. H. Gordon, who took part in the stern conflict at 
the Kaiser Bagh which again made us masters of Lucknow, 
has assisted me to reconcile many discrepancies in the con- 
temporary narratives. 
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I'ieU JIa'sIul Earl Koberts, whose name is often men- 
tioned in the dospatehes, has eonterred on me an important 
favour bv rcadina the introduction and fui-nisbmg some im- 
port ’suegestions and corrections. Knally, I have to 
Lnrcss inv''deep thanks to General Sir Henry Kerman, g.c.b., 
for his kind supervision of the proofs of the State pa^rs 
and for giving me hy his notes an opportunity of availing 
nivsclf of his knowledge and study of tlie subject. Some of 
the ofliciai papers were Avritlen by bim, and in most of tbe 
scenes lie played an important and gallant part. 

The sources of the narrative are State documents, but 
ibe introduction bas no official cliaracter or authority. My 
earnest endeavour bas been to state saHent authentic facts 
in a spirit that will not revive the idruleut race animosities 
Avhicb Averc aroused by bloodshed and carnage and perverted 


the history and criticism of the hour. There have been 
longues and pens enough to narrate the excesses which have 
raised the Indian ]\Iutiny to the rank of a world-unde 
tragedy. It is useful that these crimes should he remem- 
hered and freshly pondered, hut it is equally wise to study 
the opposite picture. The brave and turbulent population 
of Oudli with a few exceptions treated the fugitives of the 
ruling race u'itli a marked kindness. Not only the loyalty 
and the courage hut the calm lieroic spirit with Avhich the 
sc])oys in the Lucknow Kesidency endured dangers and 
trials is worthy of all honour. The devotion and fidelity of 
humble native attendants and loyal sepoys, the patient 
endurance and calm courage of our countrymen and country- 
women, the high energy and valour of the British soldier, 
alford some relief to the most terrible features of a tale of 
wrath and fury. 
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INTRODUCTION 


On the 13th' of Februaiy 1856, the Province of Oudh was annexed 
on the ilghteous ground that “ the British Government would be guilty in 
the sight of God and man, if it were any longer to aid in sustaining by 
its countenance an administration fraught with suffering to millions.” * 
The country was constituted into a Chief Commissionership, and 
Major-General Sir James Outrara was appointed Chief Commissioner. 

Four years after "Waterloo was won James Outram anived in India, 
and was appointed an Ensign in the 23rd Regiment of Native Infantry. 
He soon proved himself an active and daring soldier, and after si.x 
years’ service, he was appointed, notwithstanding his youth, to com- 
mand a coi-ps which was to be recruited from the Bhils, the wild, 
marauding, aboriginal tribes who formed the chief inhabitants of the 
province of Khandesh. Here he reaped his first laurels, and acquired 
considerable celebrity. He commenced his_ operations by attaching with 
■ a few troops the Bhils in their mountain fortresses, and, after a short, 
stubborn contest, having destroyed their strongholds, and taken many 
prisoners, he proceeded to form his corps by enlisting the captives. A 
man of iron nerve, he won the confidence of the clans by living among 
them unarmed, and trusting to their rough. sense of justice and honour! ' 
He was the leader of his wdld companions in every hardy sport, and in all| 
the country round there was no Bhil Avho could throw the javelinyrid'e' 

__ — - ^ - y — 

* Lord Dalhousie’s Tvords in the Proclamation issued on' the 13th Febraary ’l856.. .'-J' With 
this feeling in my mind,” he wrote in his private dwr}', “and in - humble_,,reliatfco on tlie 
blessing.of the Almighty (for millions of His creatures will draw freedqm-and happiness from 
the change), I approach the execution of this duty, gravely, and ndt without solicitude, but 
calmly, and altogether without doubt.” 


James 

Outram 


Khandesh 
and till- 
Bhils, 
1825-1838 
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nt :i tent-peg, or follow a tiger to his lair, like James Outram * Twelve 
years ditl he spoiid in reclaiming the vnld tribes of Western .and Central 
India, and teaching races the most savage and degraded to become peace- 
able, useful, and faithful servants of the State. He held the high and 
important office of Political Agent when the first Afghan War broke the 
long peace in which India had reposed ; and he sacrificed rank, and the 
fairest ])rospect of civil advancement to join, in a comparatively subor- 
dinate position, his comrades in the field. But he soon found opportuni- 
ties of showing his skill and daring in war. The day before Ghazni was 
taken by storm, he routed a large body of the enemy, who had occupied 
a strong position on the hills commanding the camp ; and when Dost 
i\Iahomed lied from his capital Outrain was appointed to lead an expedi- 
tion sent forth to capture him. He pursued the roj’al fugitive along 
tortuous channels, and over lofty passes ; but the ex- Amir of Afghanistan 
made good his escape across the Oxus. On his return to Kabul Outran) 
was employed in tranquillising the disaffected Ghilzai tribes between the 
capital and Kaudaliar, and with a small force he scoured the wild region 
fron\ Kabul to Quetta, seizing forts, and subduing chiefs. At the siege of 
Khelat he distinguished himself, and, disguised as an Afghan, he carried 
a general despatch through the enemy’s country, by an unknown and 
difficult route. 

For the important sendees he had rendered vdth the finny Out- 
ram Avas promoted to the rank of Brevet- Major, and was appointed Poli- 
tical Agent in LoAver Sind.f Here again he manifested in various Avays 
his grofit fulmini.strative capacity, and his poAver of dealing Avith saAnge 
race.s and Avinning their confidence. When the Amir of Haidarabad 


* “ In .\pr'l or Mny, 182D, news baving^ been brought in by bis shikari, Chima, that a 
figerhad been fern on the side ot the bill under the Mussulman temple, among some pricklv 
pear shrubs, Lii utenant Outran) and another sportsman proceeded to the spot. Outram went 
on foot, and hi.s companion on Iiorsebncl:. Searching through the bushes, when <doso on the 
r.r.iiiial, Otitram’.s friend fired, nnd missed, on which tlio tiger sprang forward roaring, 
sriii'd Outram, and they rolled down the side of the hill together. Being released from 
the claws of the ferocious beast for a moment, Outrmn with great presence of mind drew 
r. ].istol he had with him nnd shot the tiger dead. The Bhils, on seeing that he had been 
iniured, were one and all loud in their grief and expressions of regret; but Outram quiet) d 
^ them with the remark, « AVhnt do I care for the clawing of a cat!' This speech was rife 
■, «m)>ng the Bhils foi many years afterwards, and maybe so to this dny.”_'< James Outran) : A 
Inography,'' by Major-General Sir F. J. Goldsmid, c.n., K.c.s.t., rolume I, page 98. • 

‘ t That country was then divided into the Principalities, Upper, Middle, and Lower Sind; 
geTernr-d re^pertiveiy hy the Amirs, who were independent of each oth.-r. 
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Wcos on liis deatlilaed lie summoned Outram, and confided his brother 
and his son to his protection, saying “No one has knoivn so great truth 
and friendship as I have found in you.-” The energy, zeal, and ability 
he displayed in Lower Sind led to his being appointed Political Agent 
for all the States which occupied the Frontier between Sind and 
Afghanistan. The confidence with which he inspired uuld tribes who 
came under his influence was of great service to General Nott in his 
preparations for a seeond advance on Kabul, and when the British 
troojis returned to India, having revenged the murder of our Envoy, 
Outram, with his savage auxiliaries, protected the line of march 
through the Bolan Pass. For his “ zeal and ability ” he received the 
thanks of the Government of India ; but ouung to Sir Charles Napier 
haiung been invested with full diplomatic and military power in Sind, 
his jiolitical office was abolished, and Outram was remanded to his 
regiment. His departure was lamented bj'- men of all classes and 
creeds, and at a jiublic banquet to his honour Sir Charles Napier pro- 
posed his health in the following terms — '■ Gentlemen, I give you the 
‘ Baj’ard of India,' sans peu-r et sans reproche, Jlajor James Outram, of 
the Bombay iVi'my and the epithet will always remain linked with 
his name. 

The next year James Outram returned to Siud on being appointed, 
at the special request of Napier, a commissioner for the arrange- 
ment of the details of a revised treaty with the Amirs. On the 12th 
of February the Amirs reluctantl}' signed the treaty at Haidarabad, 
and three days afterwards the Bcsidcncy House was attacked by a 
force of eight thousand infuriated Bcluchis with six guns. Outram, 
with a body-guard of one hundred men, defended it resolutely. After 
four hours^, sharp fighting he was, however, compelled, owing to 
want of ammunition, to withdraw his small band to a steamer anchored 
in the river : he then, under a heavy fii’e, proceeded some miles up the 
Indus. 

On the 16th of February Outram joined Napier some sixteen 
miles above Haidarabad, and w^as immediately sent by him to 
clear the forest around the village of Meanee, where w'as posted the 
army of the Amir. Whilst he was engaged in this operation was ’ 
fought the bloody battle which made us masters of Sind. 

It is not within -the scope of these pages to discuss the merits of 
the policy that culminated in the conquest and annexation of the Prov- 
ince, nor the bitter controversy which arose between two noble and 
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f's'-nf ious souls. For his brilHatit defence of the Eesidencv Outram was 

O 

made a Brevct-Licutenant-Colonel, and received the honour of a Gom- 
panionship of the Bath. Ashe did notagi-ee in the justice of our cause 
he distributed his share of the prize-money, amounting to £3,000, among 
charitable institutions. in India The succession of difficult, laborious 
>ervices in Afghanistan aud Sind had, however, undermined his health, 
and he was obliged to seek rest in England. But before he had suffi- 
cient resjnte from labour, the outbreak of the first Sikh war cause 
him to return, and he was greatly disajjpointed at not being allowed to 
join the army of the Sutlej. An outbreak iu the Southern Mahratta 
country, however, gave him a fresh opportunity of displaying his gal- 
lantry and resource in the field, and his vigour and address in diplo- 
macy. Tho manner with which he concluded some delicate negociations 
with the Portuguese Government of Goa led to his being appointed 
Resident to the then quiet little Mahratta Court of Satara. From 
thence he was transferred to the more important Residency at Baroda. 
Jlero his generous, straightforward nature was outraged by the pre- 
vailing corruption, which ho justly considered to be a scandal to our 
administration. Bis report explaining the evil was, unfortunately, not 
couched in diplomatic language, and being considered by the Bom- 
bay Government as lacking in respect to themselves, he was 
deprived of his office. Outram returned to England to fight his cause. 
'I'he Court of Directors supported the decision of the Bombay 
Government, but, at the same time, they expressed a hope that 
on his return to India a suitable opportunity w’ould be found 
of employing him. Arriving at Calcutta, Lord Dalhousie not only 
appointed him honorary aide-de-camp on his staft, but the Government 
of India having resolved to assume the direct control of affairs at 
Baroda, sent him back as Resident. Be had only enjoyed his second 
tenure of the office a month when he was appointed Political Agent and 
Commandant at Aden. From there he was summoned bj' Lord Dalhousie 
to be Resident at Oudh, with instructions to i)repare at once a report of 
the existing .state of the country. It was a difficult and delicate task, and 
one most distasteful to him. The symi>athies of the chivalrous defen- 
der of tho Amir-s of Sind had always' been Avith the Native Princes of 
India, aud he bidicved that it Avas a Avise and sound policy to maintain 
the few remaining Sl;iles which had survived the progz-ess of our armies 
But the generous sympathies of Outram could not resist the clear evi- 
dence of tlie misrule of Oudh, and tho Avide misery caused by it. In liis 
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report Ire stated that he had no hesitation in declaring his opinion that 
the duty imposed on the British Government by treaty could no longer 
admit of our “ honestly indulging the reluctance which the Government 
of India had felt heretofore to have recourse to these extreme measures 
which alone can be of any real efficiency in remedying the evils from 
which the State of Oudh has suffered so long,” Lord Dalhousie for- 
warded Outram’s report,' accompanied by air exhaustive minute, in 
which Ire reviewed the whole question. ” The reform of the adminis- 
tration." Lord Dalhousie wrote, " may be wrought, and the prosperity 
of the people may be secured, without resorting to so extreme a measure 
as the annexation of the territory, and the abolition of the throne, I, 
for my par-t, therefore, do not recommend that the Province of Oudh 
should-be declared to be British territor 3 ^” * But the Court of Directors 
aud Her Majest 3 '’s Ministry, after carefullj* weighing the opinion of the 
Governor-General and his Council, decided to assume the Govern- 
ment of the country, 

Oudh was annexed, and the first efforts of British administration 
were directed by the lenient and generous hands of Outrarn, But his 
health unfortunately broke down under the heavy strain of work, and 
in April 1856 he was obliged to resign the rule of the province aud 
return to England. 

Outrarn ’s successor was Mr. Covericy Jackson, a civilian from the 
North-West Provinces. He had ability of a certain kind, and that sort 
of industry and exactness which would make him an expert in the tech- 
nicalities of revenue administration : but he had no capacity for great 
affairs, and the government of men. He was incapable of making 
his officers give effect to the benevolent intentions declared in the 
proclamation, which announced to the chiefs and people of Oudh the 
annexation of the Province. That State paper promised that ‘ the 
revenue of the districts should be determined on a fair and settled 

* His Lordship further stated : — ‘'There arc four modes in 'which the intcriiosition of the 
Supreme Government may he proposed — 

I. — The King may be required to abdicate the sovereign powers he has abused, ahd 
consent to the incorporation of Oudh ■n-ith the territories of tlio Briiish Crown. 

II, — He may be permitted to retain his royal titles and position, but may" be required to 
vest the whole civil and military administration of Ifis kingdom, in the Government 
of the East India Company for ever j 

III.— Or for a time only. 

• IV. — Ho may bo invited to place the management of the country in the hands of the Resi- 
dent, to bo carried on by the officers of the King aided by selected British officers. 


Chief Com* 
mission’ r 
of Oudh 


Mr. Cover- 
ley Jackson 
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base; jusiico shall be measured out wth au equal hand ; protection 
siiall be given to life and property: and every man shall enjoy hence- 
lui th his just right without fear of molestation.” lu manj’ parts of 
the country the assessments were made in the first instance at too 
high a rate, and the revenue officers, “ laudably anxious to promote to 
liie lumo.st the welfare of the great body of the agricultural classe.s, 
were not .sutHeienth- regardful of the interests of the great landed 
})roprietors,’' and ignored their acquired rights, although, unquestion- 
ably, persons in possession at the time of the annexation of the country. 
3Iany of these large landholders may have obtained possession of 
tlic.se holdings by moans of violence and fraud; but, as Lord Stanley 
remarked, “ the British Government was not answerable for this, aud 
to attempt to alter what arose out of a state of things antecedent 
to our assumption of the administration was undoubtedly an error.” 
It created a feeling of profound discontent, not only among the 
chiefs, hut among the clansmen, who sympathised with tlie wrongs of 
their liege lord.s. The iingenorons treatment of the collateral mem- 
bers of the royal family, and the many persons holding high office 
connected with the Court and the public de2)artments, also embittered 
the feelings of the orderly middle class against the Government. As 
in the case of Government servants of other descriptions, the 
compensation awarded to the military classes was inadequate, and 
a very large number of persons trained to the use of arms, and 
liabituated to the commission of acts of lawlessness and violence, 
^\cle let loose ujton the country, with the moans onl}' of temporaiy sub- 
sistence, :'ind with every disjtosition to become on the first fitting 
opportunity the enemies of the State which had deprived them of 
their emj)loyment. Thus the natural tendenc}’ of the introduction of 
an alien rule to embitter the feelings of the influential classes was 
iiicieased b}' indiscreet and unwise measures. Lord Canning became 
to a certain degree aware tliat a grievous state of discontent had begun 
to .sjtrcarl through the province, and when it was known that Outram 
would not return to Oudh, having been appointed to command the 
expedition against Persia, the Governor-General determined that his 
permanent successor should be— not Mr. Coverley Jackson, but Sir 
llenrj Lawrence. ISo man was better fitted to organise a newly 
anne.xed kingdom, fallen into extremity of disorder. 

Twenty.five years previously Henry Lawrence, having been appointed 
to the Bengal Artillery, had landed at Calcutta. Almost immediately 
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after his arrival at Dum-Dum, the head-quarters of that illustrious 
corps, he began to work diligently at his profession; but he longed 
impatiently for the* period Avhen the irksome routine of garrison 
duty should be exchanged for the substantial delights of war. The 
time soon came. He had been at Dum-Diim a year when war was 
declared with Burma, and Henry Lawrence sailed with his battery for 
Chittagong. He accompanied General Morrison’s force in its march 
through the Bunnese district of Arakan, and took an active part in 
the brilliant and successful attack on the fortified, heights and capital 
of the province. The long and harassing march through a malarious 
country, however, told on his constitution, and a Severe attack of 
malarial fever compelled him to return to England. He remained at 
home for two years' and-a-lialf, but the active and impatient spirit 
of the future administrator refused to corrode in distasteful repose. 
He joined the Trigonometrical Survey, in the North of Ireland, and 
acquired an experience which was of considerable service to him in 
his future career. 

On the 9th of February 1830, Lawrence returned to Calcutta, and 
was posted to the Foot Artillery at Kurnaul, then a frontier station 
of the Empire. During the next eighteen months he sedulously 
devoted himself to acquiring a sound knowledge of the native language, 
so essential to a great and useful career in India. It was his Irish 
experiences, and his proficiency in the vernaculars, which led to his 
being appointed, in 1833, as Assistant in the Revenue Survey Depart- 
ment. About that time he married the peerless woman who was to 
him so perfect a helpmeet. 

In 1838, when preparations were being made for the First Afghan 
Campaign, Henry Lawrence, like Outram, placed his serrices at the 
disposal of tbe military authorities. He was appointed to a troop of 
artillery which formed part of the Army of the Indus ; but when the 
invading forces advanced it Avas left, to his sore disappointment, to 
guard the frontier. His eager spirits, however, found congenial work 
in the office of Assistant to the Frontier Agency, to -which he was 
appointed. Living in the open air, and accessible at all hours to the 
.people, 'he gained an insight into their customs and their temper, and 
acquired a strong influence over them. After the disastrous retreat 
of the British troops from Kabul iu the winter of 1841-1<2 it w'as by dint' 
of his great tact and courage and through the confidence reposed in his 
character, that the Sikh contingent which accompanied General Pollock’s 
army was kept loyal, and made to render good service. As their 
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commander he took part in the battles of Tezeen and Haft Khotal, and 
entered Kabul with the retributory force. 

For his services in the field Henry Lawrence, was made a Brevet- 
Major, and appointed by the Governor-General to the important post 
of Resident at the Court of Nepaul. The office, though it demands 
considerable diplomatic skill, does not involve much hard work : the 
Embassy at Khatmandoo is a medimval prison, from which the Resident 
watches the currents and eddies of Nepaulese politics. Always fond 
of stud}’’, the British envoy found at the Court of Nepaul more 
leisure than he had previously enjoyed to devote to books, and from 
a full mind he poured forth those papers by which he acquired a 
. considerable literary celebrity. 

His essays on the government of subject races, upon the dangers 
of a mercenary army, upon our relations with native states, proved him 
to be a far-seeing and sound statesman. His papers upon barrack life, 
and the hard lot of the soldier’s wife and child, revealed the noble, 
modest, and generous spirit of the man. But Henry Lawrence and his 
wife were not satisfied with merely pleading the cause of the soldier’s 
wife and child. In their home in the Himalayas they first began tho 
noble work of founding and cndowung — at considerable self-sacrifice — 
those asylums for the soldiers’ children which are inseparably asso- 
ciated with their names. 

The papers which La5vi-ence published on the Punjab appeared at 
an opportune moment, for war with the Sikhs seemed inevitable ; and 
they attracted the attention of the Governor- General by the fresh and 
clear information they contained, and the wisdom they displayed. 
When the Khalsa Array crossed the Sutlej, and death on the battle- 
field deprived the Governor-General of the services of his chief 
political officer, Major Broadfoot, he summoned the Resident at tho 
Court of Nepaul to take the place. The summons reached him 
late one evening, and next day he left his mountain retreat to hasten 
to the tented camp of war. He arrived in time to be present at the 
decisive contest of Sobraon, and accompanied the victorious troops to 
Lahore. 

The battle of Sobraon placed the Punjab at our feet ; but Lord 
Hardinge would not annex it, and the conquerors granted to the 
vanquished easy terms of peace. The young sovereign made a formal 
submission, and it was arranged that the existing Sikh authority was to 
be maintained under the protection of a British subsidiary force, the 
use of wliich was to terminate absolutely at the close of tho j'eai-. The 



INTKODUCTION 


9 


Ois-Sutlej States were annexed, as well as the Jullundur Dooab, with the 
Alpine region between the Beas and Sutlej, and a fine was levied to meet 
the cost of the war. But the whole sum the Lahore Durbar could not 
pay, and by a questionable stroke of policy, the valley of Cashmere was 
handed over to Golab Sing, a Rajput Sikh Sirdar, upon his payment of 
the balance of the expenses of the campaign. It was also stipulated 
that a British Resident should be established at Lahore and Henry 
Lawrence was appointed Agent to the Governor-General for the affairs 
of the Punjab. After tlie treaty had been signed the Governor of 
Cashmere, suj)ported by the Prime Minister at Lahore, and the 
Sikh Durbar, refused to hand over Cashmere to Golab Sing. Henry 
Lawrence displayed his promptitude and vigour. Eighteen months 
had not passed since Sobraon had been fought ; but by sheer fm*ce of 
will he compelled the Sikh Goveniment to adhere to their engagement. 
He placed hiniself at the head of the ten thousand Sikh troops with 
which they reluctantly supplied him, and supported by Brigadier 
Wheeler with a small British force he entered Cashmere, The 
Governor suiTendered himself personally to Lawrence, and the province 
was transferred.* On returning to Lahore the Agent to the Governor- 
General took prompt steps to bring the Prime Minister to justice for 
his treachery to the British Government. Lai Sing was tried and 
found guilty by his peers, deposed from office, and removed to British 
territory. The question was now raised respecting the withdrawal of 
the British troops. But such a measure would have led to bloodshed 
and anarchy, and the question was settled by a fresh treaty being made 
which prolonged the independence of the Punjab, subjeet to the 
continued occupation of the capital by’^ British troops. Thus, in the 
beginning of the year 1847, Henry Lawrence became, in all but name, 
the ruler of the kingdom. To aid him in the duties of administration 
he selected as his assistants men of the stamp of Herbert Edwardes, 
Nicholson, Reynel Taylor, who, like the Puritans, endowed with a 
strong enthusiasm, and a living faith in an over-ruling providence, 

* “ Properly considered, tliis feat of compelling the culpable Lahore Durbar (with the 
chief conspirator at.its head) to make over, in the most marked and liutniliating manner, the 
richest jirovince in the Punjab to the one man most detested by the Kbalsa, was the real 
victory of the campaign, and its achievement must continue an enigma to every, one who 
remembers, that it was performed by 10,000 Sikh soldiers at the bidding and under the 
guidance of two or three British officers within eighteen months of the battle of Sobraon.” 
Sir Herbert Edwardes, in the Calculla Review, volume VIII, page 251. 


Agent to 
the Gover- 
nor-Gen- 
eral for 
the affairs 
of the 
Punjab 


2 



10 


IKTEODUCTION 


Leari: to 
Enelaml, 
IBi7 


JScturii to 
Imlin, 18-J9 


Ratile of 
Cliillian- 
wnllflli. 
Jfiiiuan' 
13th, iS'lP 


brought coolness of judgment and immutability of pui’pose to civil 
and military afihirs. “ Each,” he wrote, “ was a good man : the most 
were e.vcellent officers/' - Men of all truth ' and all courtesy, the 
brotherhood of the Punjab which surrounded Henry Lawrence wielded 
power, not for love of ruling, but to curb the wild and lawless, and to 
protect the poor. 

Long sojourn in India, incessant labour, and the anxiety caiused 
by the harassing intrigues of the Durbar, told on the health of 
Henry Lawrence, and in October 1847, he proceeded on sick leave to 
England. He reached home in March, and soon after was appointed 
to the rank of K. C. B, 

Sir Henry spent his holidays between England and Heland, in the 
society of relatives and friends; and he was enjoying his well earned 
repose when tidings reached him of the new outbreak in the-Punjab, 
which ended in the Second Sikh War. He had not regained his health, 
and hc.determined against the advice of his physicians to return at once 
to India. In November 1848 he and l)is wdfe sailed from England, and 
reaching Bombay the following mouth he proceeded at once to Multan, 
and was there during the last days of the siege of the town. He then 
pushed on to the camp of the Commander-in-Chief, and arrived to 
witness the hard fought, but disastrous,' battle of Chillianwallah. 
When night closed the Sikhs were left upon the field to strengthen 
their position. We had captured twelve guns, but they had been gained 
at tlie loss of more than two thousand killed and wounded, and the 
colours of three regiments with four guns were in the possession of the 
enemy. After the battle Loi'd Gough proposed to withdraw his army 
some four or six miles from the scene of action, for the sake of obtain- 
ing better fodder for his cattle ; but Sir Henr}’- Larn'ence pointed out 
that this might be regarded by the Sikhs as an evidence of our defeat, 
and it would be better to hold his ground. These arguments happily 
prevailed. 

On the 1st of February 1849, Sir Henry resumed his duties as 
Bosident at Lahore, and twenty days after the crouming victory of 


• " I vra*i vi r>- fortunate in ray assistants, all of trhom ivcro my friends, and almost every 
one -nas jntroduccil into the Punjaub through me. George Laurence, Maegregor, James Abbot, 
K<bninlc«. Liimsden, Nicholson, Taylor, Cocks, llodson, Pollock. iioKring, Henry Coic, and 
Mflville, are men yucli ns you will seldom see anyubere, but when collected under one 

.sdmiiiistraiiim, were worth double and treble the number taken at Imuhazard.” " Life of 

Sir Uinry Lawn nee,” by Kdwnnles and .Merivalo, volume II, pngeO."!. 
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Gujarat decided the fate of the Punjab. He expressed a strong dislike Battle of 
to annexation ; but Lord Dalhousie declared that the Sikh dominion pebroary 
had come to an end in the land of the Five Pivers, and would 2 1st, 1849. 
he replaced by British rule. The kingdom of Runjeet Sing was to be of the Pun- 
governed bj^ a Board of Administration, and Sir Henry Lawrence was 28 th,\ 8 T 9 . 
appointed President, and Mr. Alansel and John Lawrence, Members, 

Peace and order were swifbl}'^ restored; and a summary and equitable tration 
settlement of the land revenue increased the content and prosperity 
of the ryot. A simple code for criminal offences and for civil suits 
was drawn up and promulgated. Barbarous customs like infanticide 
were suppressed ; toleration was enforced ; the currency was simplified. 

Roads were made, works of irrigation commenced, and forests and 
grazing tracts preserved. In five short years a wonderful change was 
effected ; but these results were not attained without considerable fric- 
tion between John Lawrence and his elder brother Hemy, the Pre.si- 
dent of the Board. Henry thought that the feudal nobility of the 
Punjab should be treated with consideration and kindness because 
they were down, and he regarded that polic}'^ as just in itself, and the 
best for securing friends to the new government. John regarded their 
claims as exorbitant, their tenure nominal, and thought that the neces- 
sities of the new government destroyed old customs. His sjunpathy 
with the tillers of the soil made him somewhat blind to the validity 
of ancient titles, Disagi-eeing on such a vital point, it was impossible 
for the two brothers to remain members of the same administration. 

'Both simultaneously tendered their resignations: that of Sir Henry 
was accepted, and early in 1853 he left Lahore to assume the Governor- 
General’s Agency in Rajputana. He did not live to see the justification 
of his policy of wise conciliation. The magnificent successes of John 
Lawrence’s government of the Punjab during the Mutiny must in a 
large degree be attributed to the measure carried out by Sir Henry 
for upholding the jaghirdars in their ancient rights. The chiefs, for 
whom he had interceded and sacrificed his post, cast in their lot w'ith 
their retainers on our side, and enabled John Lawrence to send our 
troops out of the Punjab to Delhi. 

Sir Henry, on reaching Rajputana, was soon busy supervising the Governor- 
affairs of eighteen native states and settling their jealousies and quar- Agent in- 
rels. He strove hard to obtain the suppression of suttee and infanti- 
cide ; but Rajput prejudice and force of caste were too strong for him, , 

While thus occupied in Rajputana he was offered by Lord Dalhousie 
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the blue ribbon of the Indian Foreign Office— the Residency of 
Haidavabad ; but he declined the post, because he was afraid that on 
account of the state of his health he could not do justice to the work. 
The time was at hand when his u'ork in life had to be done alone by 
Henry Lawrence, for, on the loth of January 1854^, death released 
the high-minded and noble-hearted woman who had shared his toils 
and troubles. Six months after his life’s companion had been taken 
from him Sir Henry attained the rank of Brevet-Colonel, and on the 
20th of June 1854 he was a})pointed Honorary Aide-de-Camp to the 
Queen. Always a strenuous labourer, he attempted to find relief 
from soiTow b}' an additional devotion to literary and official work ; 
but the strain proved too much, and he w'as ^preparing to leave for 
England when Lord Canning offered him the post of Chief Commis- 
sioner and Agent to the Governor-General in Oudh. His health was in 
a critical state : he was worn in body and weary in spirit ; but the prospect 
of being able to organise a newly annexed kingdom, as he had organised 
the Punjab, put fresh life into him, and he accepted the offer. His 
physician wrote that he “ only consented to his going to Lucknow on his 
promising to go home in November 1857.” By that time the chivalrous 
soul of Henry Lawrence had gone home to rest. 

At the close of JIarch Henry Lawrence entei’ed on his new duties 
at Lucknow, and the object with which Lord Canning sent him to Oudh 
'that he might conciliate the hearts of the inhabitants by his justice and 
gracious tact seemed in a fair way of accomplishment. He mingled, as 
was his wont in the Punjab, with all classes of the citizens, and every- 
where his personal qualities and sincere manner produced their natural 
effect. He met the feudal barons at frequent durbars, and the Ruler, 
spare in figure, plain in manner, benignant but haggard of countenance, 
won their respect bj’ the courtesy which ho manifested to their grievances. 
Peasants and prominent nobles began to look up to him with confidence, 
on account of the honest endeavours he made to I’edress their grievances. 
During the month of April he laboured hard to improve every branch 
of the administrative machinery, and to inspire his subordinates with 
hi.s own conciliatoiy policy ; and his efforts appeai'ed likely to be 
crowned with success. The revenue was collected with quick ease, and 
a more contented feeling seemed to pervade the province. 

But events were rapidly* rolling together from cvei^’’ quarter, and 
.Hccumulating to a crisis. A shiver of impending evil, of distrust, and 
of- fear ran through the whole continent of India. Henry Lawrence 



INTRODUCTION 


13 


was one of tlie few prominent men who ganged the state of public 
feeling, and had a statesman’s knowledge of the forces which tended to 
produce it. He had for years past raised a note of warning at the 
dangers which must attend the gi-owth and preponderating strength 
of a mercenary army, the relaxation of discipline, and the absence of 
generous treatment. He had warml}?- pleaded that the only permanent 
basis of our i^ower lay, as it will alwa 3 's lie, in the soldiers’ and peasants’ 
absolute belief in the generosity, Avisdom, and honour of the Govern- 
ment. He realised how that belief had begun to be undermined by a 
' series of imiiolitic measures, culminating in the unfortunate distribution 
of the greased cartridges. 

The mutinous spirit wldch began to manifest itself bj’^ overt acts in 
the Native Army was a matter of supreme importance to the ruler of 
the native province of some three-fourths of our Bengal sepoys. He 
wrote frequently' and fully to the Governor-General on the subject. A 
letter, dated the 18th April, conveys to Lord Canning the news of the 
first outward manifestation of discontent. A clod had been thrown at 
him whilst driving. It had also been reported to him that the men of 
the 48th seldom, or never, saluted an officer not of their own corps. “ It 
would, perhaps, be well if the 48th were sent to another province.” The 
Governor-General, in his reply, acquiesces in the proposal; — “ the 48th 
Regiment, or any other which you may' wish to get rid of, may' be 
moved to Meerut. Let the Commander-in-Chief know if y'on find it 
necessary to send it away, but do not wait for any other authority. 
Should you hare to dispose of a second, it can go to Cawnpore in the 
first instance ; but I hope this Avill not be necessary'. It is very' desir- 
able that our mistrust of a particular regiment should not be made 
notorious, and the removal of any corps from Oudh to a place where 
troops are not wanted would be understood at once. Of course, if you 
have regiments Avhich are really' untrustworthy', there must be no deli- 
cacy' in the matter ; but I hope there are not two of that sort to be 
sent away.” But though Lord Canning expressed the hope that the 
regiments really' untrustworthy were limited in number, he had gauged 
the situation . for he added — “ I trust to your keeping me informed of all 
that passes in regard to the sepoys, for we are very far from being out of 
the wood yet.’^ * The Chief Commissioner kept the .Governor-General 
well informed tif all that passed. On the 1st of May he Avrote — “ I have 
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received many letters on the state of the army ; most of tliem attribute 
the present bad feeling not to the cartridge, or any other specific 
question, but to a pretty general dissatisfaction at many recent acts 
of Government, which have been skilfully plaj-ed upon by incen- 
diaries. This is my opinion/' Among the many recent acts, he 
mentioned the General Service Enlistment Oath, “ which is most dis- 
ta.steful, keeps many out of the serrice, and frightens the old sepoys, 
who imagine that the oaths of the young recruits affect the xvhole 
regiment.” A native officer of the Oudh artillery, a Brahmin of about 
forty years of ago, of excellent character, informed Henrj^ Lawrence 
“ that Europeans were expensive, and that, therefore, we wished 
to take Hindoos to sea, to conquer the world for us.” On his remark- 
ing that the sepo}’’, though a good soldier on shore, is a bad one at 
sea by reason of his poor food — “ That is just it,” ^vas his rejoinder : 
“you want us all to eat wdiat you like, that we may be stronger, aud go 
anywhere.” The Post Office reforms, instituted by Lord Dalhousie, 
which have done so much to pi-omote the happiness of the Indian 
people, are cited as bitter grievances, thus conveying the lesson too 
often forgotten, that the best reforms in the conservative East are 
pregnant with danger. Regarding the reforms wiiich had been intro- 
duced in the administration of the Post Office, Heniy Lawrence w’rote — 
'• Indeed, the native community generally suffer by them ; but the 
sepoy, having here special privileges, feels the deprivation, in addition 
to the general uncertainty as to letters : nay, rather, the positive 
certainty of not getting them.” The Chief Commissioner added— “ There 
arc many other points which might with great advantage be redressed, 
which, if Your Lordship wall permit me; I will submit Avith extracts of 
some of the letters I have received from old regimental officers. In 
the Avords of one of them — ‘ If the Sepoy is not speedily redressed, he 
will redress himself, ’ ” “I Avould rather say unless some ncAV openings 
to rcAs-aixls are offered to the military, as have been to the native chdl 
servants, and unless certain matters are righted, Ave shall be perpetually 
subjected to our present condition of affairs. The sepoy feels that avc 
cannot do without him ; and yet the highest reAA'ard a sepoy can obtain, 
at fifty, sixty, and seventy years of age, is about one hundred pounds a 
year, without a prospect of a brighter career for his son. Surel}' this is not 
the inducement to offer to a foreign soldier for special fidelity and long 
scrA'ico. Li a letter written on the folloAA'ing day, he returns to the im- 
portant anddeliciitc problem —Avhich still a\A’aits solution — of the career 
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and rewards which can he opened to the soldiers of a mercenary army. 
“ We measure,” he wrote, “ too much hy English rules, and expect, contrary 
to experience, that the energetic and aspiring among immense military 
masses should like our dead level, and our arrogation to ourselves, even 
where we are notorious imbeciles, of all authority, and all emolument. 
These sentiments of mine, freely expressed during the last fifteen years, 
have done me injuiy, and I am not less convinced of their soundness, and 
that until wo treat natives, and especially native soldiers, as having much 
the same feelings, the same ambition, the same perceptions of ability 
and imbecilitj’ as ourselves, we shall never be safe.” In this letter to 
the Governor-General, Sir Henry Lawrence incidentally mentions the 
following : — Two hours ago Captain Carnegie came to tell me that there 
has been a strong demonstration against cartridges in the 7th Oudh 
IiTOgulars this morning.. I hope and expect the report he hears is 
exaggerated ; but I tell it for his commentary. He also told of an 
intended meeting of traitors to-morrow night, and asked whether he 
might put prisoners taken at such a meeting into jail, as the kotwali* is 
not safe." The report did not prove to be exaggerated. On the 
following day Henry Lawrence wi’ote: — “Ijam sorry that the report 
I mentioned in my letter of yesterday is too true : the 7th Oudh 
Infantiy positively refuse to use the cartridge. I enclose a note of 
yesterday evening, from the Brigadier, and I have now been for several 
hours investigating the circumstances of a letter sent from the 7th 
to the 48th, saying they had acted for the Faith, and waited the 48th’s 
orders.” On the 4th of May, an official letter from the Chief Commis- 
sioner of Oudh informed the Governor- General “that on the 2nd instant 
the 7th Oudh Regiment, stationed seven miles from the Lucknow 
Cantonments, refused to bite the cartridge when ordered by its own 
oflScers, and again by the Brigadier. It was ordered to parade on the 
4th. On the 3rd, several symptoms of disaffection appeared. At 
4 P.tl. the Brigadier reported it in a very mutinous state. Instantly 
a field battery, a wing of Her Majesty’s 32nd, one of the 48th and 7 1 st 
Native Infantry, and a squadi’on of the 7th Cavalry, the 2nd Oudh 
Cavalry, and 4th Oudh Infantry marched against it. The regiment was 
found perfectly quiet, formed line from column at the order, and 
expressed contrition. But when the men saw guns drawn up against 
them, half of the body broke and fled, throwing down their arms. The 
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cavaln* pursued and brought up some of them, the arms were collected 
and brought away, and the Regulars were withdmwn.” The disarmed 
7th were directed to return to their lines, and recall the runaways. 
They were informed by Sir Henry Lawrence that “Government 
would bo asked to disband the coi-ps, but those guiltless might be 
re-enlisted." 

On receipt of this letter the Governor-General circulated a minute 
among his colleagues, in which he stated “ Sir Henry Lawu’ence has 
acted with promptitude, and should be supported in the course he has 
taken. His report of the first part of the transaction is meagi-e ; but I 
have no doubt whatever that his measures of precaution and coercion 
taken in concert with Brigadier Grey were fully necessary ; I see no 
reason in the tardy contrition of the regiment, for hesitating to confirm 
the punishment of all who are guilty. I would therefore support the 
Chief Commissioner at once. I think it better, however, that the 
disbandment, to whatever length it may be carried, should be real; and 
that the men whose innocence can be shown, and whose general char- 
acter is irreproachable, or those by whom offenders have been denounced 
and mutinous designs disclosed, should be retained in the ranks ; the 
others being dismissed absolutely and finally. There is a fiction in 
discharging soldiers one day to take them back the next, whatever ma}' 
be their claims to merej’', which will greatly weaken the general effect 
of the measure as an example.” The Hon’ble Mr, Dorin remarked : — 
" I do not think disbandment is a sufficient punishment for a case of 
this sort. The regiment not only mutinied itself, but trigd to induce 
others to mutiny. The sooner this epidemic of mutiny is put a stop to 
the better. Mild measures won't do it. A severe example is wanted.” 
Some of the colleagues of the Governor-General considered that the 
letter from the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner wms not suffi- 
ciently full, or sufficiently precise and specific, to enable Government to 
come to a satisfactor}’ decision as to the measures •which ought to be 
taken in this case. Lord Canning replied that it wms not the inten- 
tion of his minute that the ansAver to be given to Sir Henrj’’ Lawrence 
should be “ final order, or even a sanction of immediate disbandment. 
Sir Heniy has told the men that he would ask Government to 
disband them. I think that he was right ; but I think that having 
thu.s announced his reference to Government, the sooner that it could 
be made known to himself and to the regiment, and to the troops in 
general, that he ha-i the support of Government, the better; and, 
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albhough his report was meagrej it was not so incomplete as to inalie it 
necessary to delay the assurance of that support.” The letter to the 
Chief Commissioner also stated that the length to which disbandment 
should be carried, together with the nature of anj’’ further punishment 
in individual cases found nccessaiy “ can be taken into consideration 
jonly when Government is in the jjossession of the full enquiry, which 
it is presumed has been instituted into the circumstances attendant 
upon the occurrences of the 4th instant.” 

The presumption was correct. Immediately after the occurrence a 
Court of Enquiry sat, to investigate the causes and particulars of the 
mutiny ; but they were unable to elicit any important facts- Tlie Euro- 
piean officers were, however, able to indicate those men who took the 
most cons 2 )icuous part in the outbreak, and tliese were put in irons. 
Sir Henry Lawrence, having vigorously and promptlj’- crushed the first 
overt act of mutiny, attempted to maintain the loyalty of the sepoj’^s by 
bestowing every attention and consideration upon them. He knew 
everything practicable was gained by dela}^ and by avoiding to draw 
them into premature violence. He had sympatliy witli their well 
founded grievances, and he hoped against hope as regarding their fidelity . 
To iDi-eserve their allegiance he frequently visited the native lines 
and hospitals, conversing familiarly with the men, and attempting to 
disabuse their minds of the apprehension Avhich had seized tliem re- 
gai’ding the ■safet}^ of their caste. He determined to reward in as im- 
pressive a manner as possible a sepoy Avho had shoAvn marked fidelity 
by denouncing some emissaries of the conspirators, and the native 
officers and men of the 48th who had surrendered the seditious letter 
addressed to the regiment by the mutineers of the 7th Oudh Irregular 
Infantry. A public durbar was held, at which all the native officers of 
the garrisons Avere present.* Sir Henry LaAvrence, surrounded by a 
brilliant European staff and the prominent nobles of the city, bestOAved 
dresses of honour upon the soldiers Avho had thus merited reward. He then 
delivered to the native officers an eloquent address in their vulgar tongue. 
He reminded them of the paternal care with Avhich the British Govern- 
ment had ahvays treated them and the solicitude it had ahvays displayed 
in avoiding all interference Avith their religion. “ Mussulman rulers at 

* There are certain discrepancies between tlio accounts of the Durbar given by IMr. Gubbins 
and Mr. Rees. 
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Delhi have persecuted Hindoos,” said Sir Henry : “ Hindoo rnlers at 
Laliore have persecuted the Mussulmans j but the British Government 
has ever extended equal toleration to all. The history of a hundred 
vears.” said he, “ should teach them the falsehood of those who would 
now deceive tiiem with assertions that the Government entertained 
designs against their caste.” He spolce of the vast power of England, 
and he begged them not to endanger the glory and good name borne 
by the Bengal army for a hundred years. The effect of the discourse 
on the officcre was not to be mistaken : when the Durbar broke up they 
eagerly declared their attachment to the Government. A number 
of sepoys, however, who were standing on the outskirts of the ground 
attributed the whole proceedings to our fears. 

But Sir Henry Lawrence knew not fear. He was performing one 
of the most diflScult tasks which is reserved for natures endowed with 
the highest wisdom and courage. Though he was attempting to refresh 
and keep green the loyalty of the sepoys, he was not wanting in gene- 
ral appreciation of the reality and greatne.ss of the danger which threa- 
tened the Empire. He had at once to take precautions against a 
tremendous peril, certain in its character, and uncertain in its time and 
features, and at the same time not to exhibit, even to those most in his 
confidence, his real sense of that peril. When the storm, which he 
had years before foreseen was gathering, had burst at Meerut and 
Delhi, he did not under-rate its violence, or its strength, or its magni- 
tude. He knew it would sweep across the vast and various continent. 
But tho greatness of the peril did not cause him to alter his policy of 
retaining by conciliation and trust the loyalty of as large a section as 
possible of the native soldiery. Ho rejected tho obvious policy of broad 
disarmament so urgently pressed upon him, because it would sweep 
away the friendly as well as the hostile sepoy. He adopted tho wiser 
and more courageous course of summoning from their homes two 
bodies of pensioner.?, one of old trained Britidi .sepoys, and one of 
Oudh Artillerymen. Tliey proved themselves worth}^ of the confidence 
he placed in them by thcii- loyal and staunch conduct throughout the 
siege. As Su- Henry Lawrence foresaw, that siege could never have 
been sustained without the aid of the native soldiery ; and tho 103’alty 
they displayed was chiell}' due to his personal influence and the 
gotnerous trust he placed in them. 


INTEODUCTION 


19 


Two days after the Durbar, news- reached Lucknow of the out" 
break at Meerut ; and the following da}’’ came the evil tidings that 
Delhi had been taken by the mutineers, and the' Mogul Emperor pro- 
claimed. Henry Lavh’ence at once recognized'^ that we would have to 
strike anew for our Indian Empire He realised that not only the safety 
of Lucknow, but the integrity of our dominion in India depended in a 
great measure on him. He therefore determined that “ a bold and 
resolute attitude must be maintained : the domination of the position 
at Lucknow must be promptly secured ; the safety of the English 
community must be ensured ; the character and position of the ruling 
race must be maintained at all hazai'd.” 

In order to secure the domination of the position at Lucknow, he 
gave order that the iluchee Bhawun, the stronghold of the Sheikhs, when 
they held Lucknow in the days of old, should be strengthened. Perched 
on a- natural eminence, and surrounded by a high and buttressed wall, 
it could be easily converted into a suitable place of refuge against an 
ordinary emeute. Commanding the river and the stone bridge across 
it the old fortress would be a good point to hold for keeping in check 
and observing, the rabble of the city. But against a mutinous army 
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• 'J'hirtccn years before he had forecasted what would happen if Delhi fell into hostile hands : — 
"Let this happen,” he said, “on Juno 2nd, and does any sane man doubt that twenty-four 
hours would swell the hundreds of rebels into thousands, and in a week every ploughshare in 
the Delhi .States would bo turned into a sword ? And when a sufficient force had been mustered, 
which would not be effected within a raonrli, should wc not then have a more difficult game to 
play than Clive had at Plassey or Wellington at Assaye ? Wc should then ho literally striking for 
our existence at the most inclement season of the year, uith the prestige of our name tarnished.” 
“Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-General McLeod innes, V. C., 
page 73. “ ' 

f The following memorandum, dated May IStli, was inserted in Sir Henry’s own hand, 
in his letter-book. “Time is every thhig just now. Time, firmness, promptness, conciliation, 
and prudence ; every officer, each indivadunl, European, high and low, may at this crisis prove 
most useful or even dangerous. A’ firm and cheerful aspect must be maintained : there must 
he no bustle, no appearance 'of alarm, still less of panic; but at the same time tlmro must be 
the utmost watchfulness and promptness; everywhere the first germ of insurrection must be put 
down instantly. Ten . men may in an hour quell a row wdiich, after a day’s dela)-, may take 
weeks to put down. . I wish this point to be well understood. In preserving internal tranquil- 
lity the chiefs and people of substance may bo most usefully employed at this juncture ; 
many of them have as much to lose as we have. Their property, at least, is at stake. Jlaily of 
them have armed retainers, some few are good shots and have double-barrelled guns. For in- 
stance, (name illegible) can hit a bottle at o hundred yards. He is with the ordinary soldiers. 
I want a dozen such men, European or Native, to arm, their own people, and to make thannahs 
of their own houses, or some near position, and preserve tranquillity within a circuit around 
them.”—" Life of Sir Henry Lawrence,” by Edwardes and Merivale, volume II, page 324. ' 
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equipped ■inth artillery the Muchee Bhawun ^ would offer too little 
resistance, and Henry Lawrence determined that the Residency should 
be fortified for the eventual struggle. 

The Residency ,t or Head-Quarters of the Chief Commissioner, lay 
close to the Goomtee, on the same bank of the river as the Muchee 
Bhawun, and in direct and easy communication with that stx'onghold. 


•'•Tho next comers -wbro tbc Sheikhs, known in after times ns the Shekhzadas of 
Lucknow. TJieir mullahs (quarters) extended up to tho Residency grounds and covered nil 
the land lying between that and the Mnchchhe Bhawan firs.” ” Gazetteer of the Province 
of Oudb,” page 361. The Sheikhs of Lucknow liad obtained a good deal of influcnco in 
the country and supplied more than one member to tho list of rulers. 

“ Proceeding on the main road, leading from tho Residency towards the Dowlutkhana and 
Hose)’nabnd, up and parallel to the stream of the Goomtee, you pass under the walls of the 
JIuchco Bhowun, which from this and some other positions on tho river has an imposing appear- 
ance. It comprises three plateaus, of which the lowest was little above the level of tho road, 
and the highest towered above tho neighbouring buildings. Tho high road skirted tlio whole 
Icngtli of tho position, and followed the level of the ground, which rose naUirally from the lowest 
eastern plateau to that of tlic highest on the west side. From tho road on that, f.c., tho west 
c.xtrcme of the position, a short but steep ascent led to the main gateway. Tho highest plateau 
was covered with|thc “ bhowuns ” or pavilions originally built by the Shoiklis of Lucknow, which 
were in a very dilapidated condition, and uontoined the modem residence of one of the o.x* 
King's brothers, Newaub Yulicca ^li Klian. On tho second plateau stood a handsome haradurrcc 
(open arcaded pavilion), and a few smaller buildings. Tlie lower plateau was on open square, 
surrounded by low ranges of masonry sheds. There was no gate leading directly from tho 
outside into the second plateau j but two opened into the lower, one at tho east end, the second 
from tho main road on the north side. There was no appearance of militarj’ defence in tho 
character of tho buildings, c.vccpt in the high nnd buttressed wall, which rose from tho main road 
to the bhowuns of the highest plateau.” — “The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins,pngc 23. 

“ Tho prominent feature of the Mutchi Bhown was an old, massive-looking pile, of castel- 
lated appearance, about a hundred yards square, perched on n natural eminence about thirty 
feet above the adjacent streets and roads. The platform on which it was built was scarped 
and supported by stout revetment walls, broken at short intervals into tho usual Oriental semi- 
circular bastions, with the city or western front pierced by a gateway in a double-storied guard- 
house, strengthened by flanking nnd other defences. All this was close to the masonry bridge 
nnd the river, and commanded tho city to the west. Towards fhc cast there were two court- 
yards at lower levels, lined with small buildings and store-rooms, with a gateway at the cast 
cud corresponding with tho gateway already mentioned at the western face. There were largo 
and airy arcaded halls along one side of the pile, hut tho remaining rooms were not suitable 
for use cxcojit by natives or for stores. Though much had been cleared out, the whole ]>!!ice 
was greatly dilapidated, but its chief defect lay in tho passages nnd communications. These 
■ nnd the doon\-nys wore so narrow that carts nnd guns could not pass through tlic sqtmre )>ilc 
at nil, or gel from one end of the position to tlie other. ,ill the roofs were flat, nnd, like the 
terraces, were lined with parapet ways."— “ Lucknow nnd Oudh in tho Mutiny,” by Lieutenant- 
Giiieril Mel-i ud innes, page 70. 

■f “ Ly the Residency 1 mc.an a piece of ground a good deal elevated above (he re.-t 
of the city.”— •• Memoirs of tho Rev, H.'S. Polelmrapton,” page 227. 



INTRODUCTION 


21 


The southern boundary of the unde estate skirted an iron bridge, over 
' which the road ran to the military cantonment of Murreaon where three 
native regiments were quartered ; further on was Moodkepore' Avhere 
the 7 th Cavahy was situated, and a mile to the east of the Residency, 
on the same side of the river, lay the barrhcks of the 3rd European 
Regiment, aud the officers’ quarters. The position which Sir Henry 
Lawrence chose for the eventual struggle was, therefore, in close con- 
nection ^Yith three important posts, and the situation and features of 
the extensive. ground around it made it capable of being. made defen- 
sible in the case of a siege even by a force equijjped with artillery. The 
sloping ground commanded the river face and the adjacent country for 
half a mile, and nowhere was it commanded by artillery sites. On the 
summit stood the spacious residence of our Envoy to the Court of 
Oudh, and clustering round it wore other largo and substantial houses, 
which could afford shelter to a good number of people. The site had 
also the further advantage of having an ample water supply, and of 
being foirly healthy. The Residency may not have been an ideal 
position, but it was the best that Sir Henry Lawrence could have 
chosen in Lucknow. 

The wisdom of his choice has, however, been impugned, both by 
Lord Clyde and Sir Heniy Havelock. The former vTotc : — “ I have 
also been of opinion that the position taken up by the lamented Sir 
Hemy LauTence was a false one; and after becoming acquainted with 
the ground, and worked mj’- troops upon it to relievo the gamson, that 
opinion is confimed. I therefore submit that to commit "another 
garrison in this immense city is to repeat a militaiy error and I cannot 
consent to it. I conceive that a strong movable division outside the 
town, with field and heavy artillery in a good military position is the 
real manner of holding the city of Lucknow in check according to our 
practice with- the other great cities of India. Such a division would aid 
in subduing the country hereafter, and its position would be quite suffi- 
cient evidence of our intention not to abandon the province of Oudh.” 
Lord Clyde does not suggest the good military position which should 
have been chosen. Sir Hemy Lawrence Avas not the master of a strong 
military division, but of a small force Avhich only by heroic exertions 
Avas able to protect the Avomen and children in an entrenched position. 
The removal of the Avomen and children, AA'hich Lord Clyde with a strong 
and Auctorious army found a difficult and delicate task, Avould liaA'^e been 
an impossible one for Sir Henry LaAAU’ence. General HaA'^elock consi- 
dered that LaAvrence should haA’^e moved to CaAvnpore ; but he expressed 
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tin's opinion Iteforc he found himself, with a sta-onger force than Sir 
ITenrv ever had at his command, a prisoner in tlio Hesidonct*. The first 
step taken from Lucknow would moreover not onij' have decided the 
wavering loyally of the native soldiers who remained true and did 
s])lcndid service for us, but would also have been the signal of a 
universal revolt among tlio masses ; and our scanty force, oppressed by 
multitudes whoso valour had been kindled by the consciousness of 
success, must have perished long before Cawupore was reached.*^ 

When tj,rc preparations for sheltering the families in the Sluchee 
Bliawim had been completed and the operations at the Residency com- 
menced, Sir Henry assumed an offensive attitude by sending out detach- 
ments of troops to keep the country open. On him now rested the full and , 
entire responsibility of all military operations. He had on the 18th of 
Jlay telegraphed to the Governor-General : — “ All is well here : give me 
plenary military power in Oudh ; I will not use it unneccssarilj^” And 
ever mindful of others he stated I am sending two troops of cavalry 
to Allahabad : send a company of Europeans into the fort there.” Deter- 
mined to trust to the lo3'alty of the native soldiers to the last he added : — 
“ It will be good to raise regiments of irregular horse under good officers.^’ 
The answer swiftlj' came back; — “You have full militaiy powers: the 
Governor-General will support you in everything you think necessaiy.” 
The Governor-General added : — " It is impossible to send an European 
company to Allahabad ; Dinaporc must not be weakened by a single man. 
If 3'ou can raise an}* irregulars that j'ou. can trust, do so at onoe. Have 
you any good officers to spare for the duty?" f On the following day Sir 
Henry Lawrence telegraphed : — “You are quite right to keep Allahabad 
quite safe; we .shall do without Sikhs or Goorkhas : all wclL^’ Four days 


• Sir Henry Lwrcnce wrote to Lord Canning: — " I have told you'by telegraph it will never 
do to retire on Allahabad. Wc could not do it. Besides, I am quito confident wo can hold 
our ground nt Lucknow as long as provisions Inst, and wo have already a month’s laid in.” — 
” Life of Sir Henry Lawrence,” by Edwnrdes and Merivalc, volume II, page 328. 

Field Marshal Lord Roberts writes : — " Quite true. The position selected by Henry 
Lawrence was not an ideal one, but it was the best, in fact the only one which .could 
have been defended by a small force, and which could have accommodated the largo number 
of Europrans and Eurasians residing ic and about Lucknow. It was out of tbc question 
rttiring from Lucknow. Had it been attempted, not a soul would, I firmly believe, have 
survived.” 

t Ilofosing to send a company of British infantry to Allahabad because “ Dinnpore must 
not bo we-ikcned by a single man,” shows how b.adly Lord Canning was advised. Allahabad 
at tiist time was of infinitely greater importance than Dinaporc. It contained a large arsenal, 
the lo's of which would have been most serious, whereas Dinapore was only required to over- 
awe the unruly Mauomedan cleraent In Petno, 
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afterwards he again informed Lord Canning; very well at Luck- 

now, and in the districts our position is now very strong. In ease of 
necessit}'' no fears entertained.” 'On the 22nd of May Lord Canning 
wrote to his trusty lieutenant: — “ I take the opportunity to send you 
one word of earnest thanks for your invaluable service, I cannot express 
the satisfoction I feel in having you in Oudh.” *' 

For Bome days Lawrence refrained . from answering the kind 
and generous letter for he "had nothing pleasant to say— and, 
indeed, little more than a detail of daily alarms and hourly I’eports. 
Our three positions are now strong. In the cantonment whore I 
reside the 270 or so men of Her Majesty’s 32nd, with eight guns, could 
at any time knock to pieces the four native regiments ; and both the 
city, Residency, and Muchee Bhawun portions are safe against all pro- 
bable comers — the latter quite so. But the work is harassing for all ; 
now that wo have no tidings from Delhi my outside perplexities are 
hourly increasing This day (29th May) I had tidings of the murder of 
a tahsuldar f in one direction, and of the cry of Islam and the raising of 
the green standard in another. I have also had reports of disaffection 
in tlu’cc several irregular corps. Hitherto the country has been quiet, 
and we have played the irregulars against the line regiments ; but being 
constituted of exactly tho same materials, the taint is fast pervading 
them, and in a few weeks, if not days — ^unless Delhi be in the interim 
cajitured — there will be one feeling throughout tho army ; a feeling that 
our prestige is gone — and that feeling will be more dangerous than any 
other. - Religion, fear, hatred, one and all have their influences ; but 
there is still a reverence for the Company’s ikbal, (prestige) — when 
it is gone we shall have few friends indeed.” So far Henry Lawrence had 
written : while the pen -was in his hand a message reached him that 
the long-talked of peril was at the door. 

On' the evening of the 30th of May, Sir Henry Lawwence and his 
staff were dining at the Government House in the cantonments. He had 
a warning that there would be a rising that evening, but ho had growm 
accustomed to daily reports of a similar nature. When the nine o’clock 
gun was fired Sir Henry Lawrence turned to the staff officer who had 
informed him of the report, and said, with a laugh — " your friends are not 
punctual no sooner were the words uttered than was heard the rattle 
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* “ Life of Sir Henry Lawrence,” by Edwardes and Merivale, volume II, page 325.. 
t Tahsildar, 
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of riiti>ketry, and excited messengers rushorl into the rooin to inform 
nnr tfiem that the sepors ivero attacking and firing the Jiouses in the can- 
{onmonts. Horses were at onco ordered, and Sir Henry stood on the 
doorsteps, inijiatiently awaiting his charger. The moon had risen Anth 
a clear sky, ami by the light of it could be perceived the guard drawn 
up by the native ofiiccr. He advanced, and saluting, said to one of the 
staff—" Am I to load ? ” The ofiicer turned to the Chief, and repeated 
the guostioii. Henry LavTcnce answered— “ Oh, yes, let him loa.d.” 
The oi-dcr was at once given, and the ramrod fell " with that peculiar 
dull sound on the leaden bullets." “I believe,” vTote one who was 
ju-esent, " Sir Henry was the only man of all that group whose heart 
did not beat the quicker for it. But he, as the men brought up their 
mu.skets with the tubes levelled directly against us, cried out — ‘ I am 
going to drive those scoundrels out of cantonment : take care while I 
am away that you remain at your posts, and allow no one to do any 
damage here, or to enter mj' house, else when I retuni I will hang you.’ 
AVhether through the effect of the speech, and Sir Honr/s bearing, I 
know not, but the guard remained steadily at its post, and with the 
bungalows blazing and shots firing all round, they allowed no one to 
enter the house ; and the residence of Sir Henry was the only one that 
night in the cantonment that was not either pillaged or burnt.” * 

Sir Henry Lawrence and his staff proceeded to the English camp, 
where about 300 men of Her Majesty’s 32nd, with some Artillery, were 
drawn up ready for action. Ho immediately took two guns, and a 
company of the 32nd with him, on tlie road leading to the town, and 
there took post blocking up the road, and effectually cutting off all 
access to the city and guns. The 32nd were posted on the extreme right 
of the Tlst lines— the whole front of which they swept — and, as the 
sepoys of that regiment advanced out upon the jJarade, and fired upon 
our men, the order was given to open with grape. A rush was made 
by the mutineers to the rear, and as they passed the main picket situa- 
ted in the centre of the cantonments, they murdered a Lieutenant 
Grant, one of their own officers who commanded it.f Captain Hardingo, 

• “ Life of Sir lU-iiry Lawronce,” by Edwanles and Mcrivalc, volume II, page 332. 

T *'Tlu‘ piclu't 'va? under the command of Lieutenant Grant, of the 71st Native Infantry, 
llis nil n reiuniiud with him till Uie mutineers vrcrc close ujion him. They then broke; but 
the rtihr.ilar of the guard, and forac men of the 13th and dSth Jlcgiments, composing the 
guard, tried to f.a\e him, by pl.acing him under o bed. A man of the 71st Kative Infantry, who 

on guard uitb him, however, discovered the place of bis concealment to the mutineer.^, and 
l-.e wss brutally tntirdvred— roe-; iviiig no lest than fifteen bayonet wounds, besides some musket 
hi!!*.’’ •' Uef’-nce of Lucknow : A Diary by a Staff Officer,” page •!, 
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a splendid soldier, in the hope, of saving his comrades and dispers- 
ing the mutineers, led a few horse several times through the burning 
cantonments and a multitude of mutineers. One shot at him within 
a foot, and then bayoneted him through the fleshy part of his arm. 
Hardinge shot the fellow dead, and, wounded as he was, continued 
to patrol the lines ; but he had not a force sufficient to prevent the 
general conflagration,- and plundering of the officers’ houses. Sir Henry 
Lawi’ence, in returning to the Residency Bungalow, which had escaped, 
destruction, placed guns at the entrance gates. The 32nd did not 
move from their position, for they had been ordered to await the advent 
of the natn-e regiments. A remnant of the 13th Native Infantry, 
about 200 men, with colours and treasure, came up and fell in on their 
right. A small portion of the 7 1st followed, and took post next to 
them. ,_Of the 4Sth nothing was heard till the next day, A few shots 
w'ei’C sent into the European camp, and a stray bullet struck Brigadier 
Handscombe, who fell dead from his horse as he reached the flank of 
the 32nd : no serious attempt was, however', made to attack the position 
and as the night advanced all grew' quiet, and the troops bivouacked 
on the ground. At the break of dawm the force under the command 
of Sir Henry Lawrence advanced dowm the parade in front of the 
Native Infantrj' lines. New's, however, reached them that the muti- 
neers had proceeded to the cavalry lines at Moodkepore and had burned 
them. Leaving a portion of the 32nd in position in the cantonments, 
Sir Henr}' followed in person, and found the enemy drawn rxp on an 
open and level plain. As soon as our cavalry came in sight, a horse- 
man rode out of the mutineer ranks, and w'aved his sw'ord tow'ards them. 
Llany of our troopers followed his beckonings, and galloped over at 
' once, to the insurgents. The Infantry halted and the guns having 
opened wdth round shot, the rebels, after a few discharges, broke and 
fled precipitatel3^ Hardinge, notwithstanding his wmunded arm, was 
present with a few staunch sabres, ancHpursued the mutineers some 
six miles into the. country. Near the parade Avas discovei'ed the body 
of Cornet Raleigh, Avho, owing to sickness, had remained in the lines 
during the night. In the morning just as he mounted his horse, he was 
attacked bj^ the mutineers, and saA'agely cut to pieces. The body Avas. 
still Avarm Avhen our men found it, and blood AA'as oozing from the 
w'ounds. A lock of hair — “ only a Avoraan’s hair ” — was found round his 
neck. He aa'us but a lad of seA'enteen, . and had joined the regiment 
three days before.* , . 

* “ Siego of Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 19. 
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Sir Ilcnrv Lawrence concluded his inteiTupted letter to Lord 
Canning ns follows: — “ Press of work stopped me here : we have since 
had {he t^mcvfc, which I have lately suppressed. We are now posi- 
tively bettor oft’ than wc were: Ave noAV know our friends and enemies. 
The latter beggars have no stomach for a fight, though they are capital 
incendiaries. Wc followed them on Sunday morning Avitli the guns six 
miles, and only once got within range * I went with a few horse- 
men four or five miles further, and Mr. Gubhins, with onl}" four horse- 
men, headed them four miles. We got sixty prisoners in all.”f 

About noon the trooiis, exhausted by the burning heat and their 
long march, returned to the cantonments, Avhere they Avcrc encamped 
iii the same position they occupied the previous night ; the remuants 
of the Kative Infantr}- and Hardinge’s Irregular Cavalry being on the 
right of the 32nd and the guns. In the evening an outbreak took 
place in the town, and the standard of the Prophet was raised : but 
the iusurgents were completel}^ defeated and dispersed by the city 
})olico, under the command of Captain Carnegie. 

Sir Henry Lawrence having stationed a force in the cantonments, 
in order to maintain the communications with the couutiy, and keep 
the neighbounug districts quiet, removed his ovti licad-quarters to the 
Rcsidonc}*, Avhero his presence Avas required to superintend the numer- 
ous measures being taken for its defence. As he entered within the 
Kcsidcncy Avails, a loud cheer burst forth from the men, and " long 
life to Sir Henry: long live Sir Henryk’ resounded from all sides. 
His high tempered nature had attracted the attachment and confidence 
of the soldiers. Ho possessed the gentleness Avhich commands obedi- 
ence, and the diA-ine gift of s^-mpathy Avhich Avins Ioa'c. "AIlloA'ed 


• " AA'oun<U'd <15 lie Wfis he (llnnlingc) could not liavc lind nti hour’s sleep, and yet he 
tT«» tlic hero of yesterday’s worti, and Iind lie iind .any good cavalry, he would have cut up oil 
the miitiuccri. 1 was wrong ns to his having been the hero. lie was one, Martin Gubbins 
wA'i anelber. lie. with tbrcc borjcnien, did the work of n iieginicnt, nnd beaded the rnscals, 
BUd brought in six prisoners— for which I have given the three liorscmcn COO rupees.” — Life 
of Sir 11. Lawrence,” by Edwardes nnd Merivalc, volume 11, page 328. 

t Mr. Gubbins st.vtcs : — " Assisted by the O. I. (Oudli Irregular) Infantry, stationed at 
the DoululkUanaj who had been strengthened by tlic arrival some days before of three 
fojopanies of the l*t 0. 1. Infantry from Salone, under Lieutenant C. S. Clarke.” — " Mutinies 
in OudK," p?.ce 113. A Staff Olliccr writes: — "The police of the city, under the 
cntrgj’.ic fuperinttwhnceof Captain Caniegie. behaved well, and the inoveinent was at once 
end the ftr.ndanl t.-Acn.” — " The Defence of Lucknow,” by a Staff Oflierr. Sir lleiirv 
w.-ot.—'' Yf •terd.ar evening wo b.nd several barge gatherings in the city, nnd towards 
rv'r.b'g tb.y opened hri'en the police and on a post of Irregulars. The former behaved 
'.y. end lli.-i.b- 1 th'm w.-H, kill. . I fevcrnl.and took six prisonei;.”— " Lif..«f Sir Henry 
L-sw;. ntr." r.-lw i'i-!- • ami Mcri^rd-, toiume 11, peg.’ ;)2S. 
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and respected him,” wrote a member of the ' garrison ; and, indeed, 
ever}’’ one had cause, for none was too lowly for his notice,- and no 
details were too uninteresting for him. He directed and inspected 
all things ; his energy and activity were unsurpassed, — Night and 
day seemed all the same to him.* " Often would he sally out in disguise, 
and visit the most frequented parts of the native town, to make 
personal observations, and see how his orders were carried out. He 
several times had a thin bedding spread out near the guns at the 
Bailey-guard Gate, and retired there among the artillerists, not to 
sleep, but to plan and meditate undisturbed.” f 

But for Sir Henry Lawrence there were few undisturbed moments. 
Though the rising at Lucknow had been quelled, affairs in the 
provinces grew more critical. Daily some fresh ill-tidings reached him. 
On the 2nd of June came the news that Cap^tain Hayes and his party 
had been murdered by their own escort, J 

Late at night on the 20th of hlay, a message came to Sir Henry 
Lawrence, from Sir Hugh Wheeler, asking for instant aid. Post- 
carriages were promptly collected, and by dawn fifty-four men of the 
32nd -were on the road to Oawnpore together with about 240 troopers 
of the Oudh Irregular Cavalry under command of Lieutenant Barbor.§ 
Mr. Fayrer who had been recently appointed to the Oudh Irregular 
Cavalry accompanied the squadron as a volunteer. Anxious, no doubt, 
to know the exact state of affairs at Cawnpore, Sir Henry despatched 
with the force his Military Secretary, Captain Fletcher Hayes, who was 
to return after a conference Avith Sir Hugh Wheeler. Hayes Avas a man 
of great ability, rare courage, and unbounded ambition. An Oxford 
gi-aduate, he had since his sojourn in the East made his mark in the 
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* “ Kight and day seemed all the same to him. Either encouraging the wavering, 
punishing the rebellious, rewarding the faithful, visiting the sepoy lines to show hia 
confidence iii them, giving audience to influential Natives, or examining our defences : all the 
energies of his master mind were employed in the one great effort of deferring tho coming 
catastrophe which he clearly saw was inevitable, and thereby rendering us better prepared to 
meet j and, doubtless, but for him and God's blessing on his endeavours, the fate of all in 
Lucknow would have been but a prelude to the horrors of Cawnpore.” — ” Tho Siege of Luck- 
now,” by the Hon’ble Lady Inglis, page 17. 

t “ Siege of Lucknow,” by L, E. R, Rees, page 38. 

J "We received the sad news to-day that Captain Hayes, Mr, Barber, and Mr. Fayrer, 
brother of Dr. Fayrer, had been murdered by tbeir own escort, near Mynpoorie,” — " Siega of 
Lucknow,” by the Hon’ble Lady Inglis, page 26. 

§' Lady Inglis and Mr. Rees mis-spell the name Barber, Mr. R. Fayrer was brother 
of the illustrious Residency Surgeon, Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart. 
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WfiM Cif an ontnl-sl $c)so]aT. Ah an Ay^-i‘:ant Hojdicr;' rt 

(jHlit tii Ou'Hi l)f;forf: llio ftririf,-x^if5on Ij: hrA lArn-As] 

•iii'J ! IjHh! fii|i!orrifd.!.'t, nti'l ho hacl “horn himeolf to oo prompt rirjf] 
ht.'ivr in notion. On ro-noliin;.' 0‘nv/np'^‘ro Hnyos fo-ind thrtt tlio or.poct-td 
ji? in/t not fnkf'ii plnoo ; all %va= fjtiiol, and thoro voa-: no noon c-f 
I'fn airy to proH;(!t llio garrison. lint he- considered his small hand of 
donj )(•)•,'! tni/dit he of .'-ervice in keeping open onr comninnication ’.vith 
iho Korlliern Province.'?, lie therefore propo-sed to Sir Heniy Law- 
rt.'iice thfti he should he allowed to le.ad them along the great Roman 
highway * which the Company h.ad conslnicted ns far as Allyghnr. 
It was a fhiririg enterprifo. conceived in the .spirit which has earned 
England .‘■•afely through man}- a great trial. In the last letter he WToto 
1 laves declared ■' that a hold front .and daring would he.st assist, the 
f-rnise of (uder." Permission for him to conduct th.e expedition was 
grafited, and on the 27th of May Hayes marched from Cawnpore Avith 
tlie tAvo iroojr-i of Irregular CaA'alry, acconipanied hy Lieutenant 
liarhor, the Adjutant of the Regiment, Mr. Fayrer, and Lieutenant 
T. Carey, of the 17th Native Infantry, who Avas proceeding to Northern 
India. Onthe31.stof May, the daj' of the outbreak at Ludvuow, 
TTnyes had hy forced marchc.s loft CaAvnporc a hundred miles behiml, 
v,'hen tiding.s reached him that a Rajah in the neighbourhood had .set 
our rule at. defiance. Ho encamped his men on the roadside, and 
accomjianied Viy Lieut enant Carey rode to the civil station of j\Iynpoorie, 
about eight mile.s dis-tani, in order to consult the magistrate as to 
attacking the rebel Chief. 

Aftf.T their conference Avith the civil autlioritics Hayes and Carey 
on the nioniingof the 1st of June left Mynpooric to rejoin the detach- 
ment, Avhich iiad been instructed to continue its march up the Trunk 
Road, 'i’hey cantered across the country, talking of how they Avould 
open th(! road to Allyghur, and carry all before them. After riding 
nhutil. eleven miles they came in sight of the men marching along the 
road (piito onloriy. “ Tiiey were on one i-oad, avo on another. I said, 

' Let u,*; cross tiie plain and meet them.' As we approached they faced 
tov.-avds us and halted, and Avhon wo had cantered up to within about 
litty yarth. t.f them, ouc or two of the native oflicor.s rode otit to meet 
MS. and said in a love voice • Fly. Salubs. fly.' Upon this poor Haye.s 
ad to me as we wheeled round otvr hor.sos,— ‘ ^Yell, avo must fly now for 


* 1 St.' (5r,.nil TruaV U^s.i ffom CatcuUs to Pi hlm'var. 



mTnODUCTION 


29 


our lives/ and away we went with the two troops after us like demons, - 
yelling and sending the bullets from theii* carbines fl^dug all round us. 
Thank God, neither I nor my horse was hit. Hayes was riding on the 
side nearest the troopers, and before we had gone many yards, I saw a 
native officer go up alongside of him, and with one blow cut him doAvn 
from his saddle.* It was the work of an instant, and took much less 
tiine than I have to relate it. On tliej’^ all came shouting after me 
and every now and then ‘ ping ’ came a ball near me. Indeed, I 
thought my moments were numbered, but as I neared the road at the' 
end of the rnaidan, a ditch presented itself. It was but a moment 
I thought, dug m3’- spurs hard in, and the mare flew over it, though 
she nearl}'- fell on the other side ; fortunate!}’, I recovered her, and in 
•anotlicr moment I was leaving all behind, but two sowars, who followed 
me and poor Ha3'es’ horse tearing on after me. On seeing this I put 
m}’ pistol into m)’ holster, having reserved 1113’ fire until a man was 
actuall}' upon me, and took a pull at the mare, ns I had still a long ride 
for it, and knew m}’ riding must now stand me a good turn : so I eased 
the marc as much as I could, keeinng those friends about 1 00 3’-ards 
in rear; and the}', I suppose, seeing I was taking it eas}*, and not 
urging m}’ horse, but merel}’ turning round . cvoiy now and then to 
■watch them, pulled up, after chasing me two good miles. Never did 1 
know a happier moment, and most forvcntl}’ did I thank God for 
sa^’^ng my life. Ha3’es’s Arab came dashing along, and passed me ; I 
still continued to ride on at a strong pace, fearful of being taken and 
murdered by some who had taken a short cut unknown to me. Thus 
up to the sixth mile from home did I contimie to fl}’, when, finding m}’ 
marc completel}’ done up, and meeting one of our sowars. I immediately 
stopped him, jumped up behind, and ordered him to hasten back to 
kl3mpoorie. After going about a mile on this beast, we came u]) to poor 
Ha3’es’s horse, which had been caught, so on him I sprang, and he bore 
me back safel}’ to cantonments.” j- 

Men were immediately sent to look for the body of Captain Ha3'es, 
and ascertain the fate of Barbor and 3’oung Fa3Tcr who were known to 
have left their last encampment with their men. It afterwards trans- 
pired I that a sliort time before Ha3’es and Care}’ came in sight of the 

• " Hayes was neither a good rider nor well mounted. I had often ridden beside him when 
he was on that old itrab.” — MS. Diary of Sir Joseph Fa 3 Ter, Bart. 

t “ Captain Carey’s escape : Annals of tlio Indian Rebellion,” page 435. 

% “ Tlie Naib Ressaldar Shore Singh who remained behind vfith one or more Sikh troopers 
was a Sikh. He came back, told mo the whole thing, and' was liberally rewarded by Govern- 
ment.” — MS. Diary of Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart. 



30 


IXTKODUC'nOR 


men, Barbor and Fayrer had been murdered. The lafcfcer was drinking 
at a well, Avhen a cowardly miscreant crept up behind him, and with 
one blow of his sword nearly severed his head from his body.* 
The poor lad (he was only 23) muttered Mother” as he fell. A loyal 
old soldier rushed forward and ordered the muxvlerer to be arrested : as 
he raised the head of Fayi’er he too fell dead, shot by his comrades. 
Barbor seeing what had taken place galloped full speed uix the road, 
but found the way blocked by the advance guard of his own men. Ho 
attempted to cut a lane through them, but their swords battered on 
him like hail, and he was hacked to jxicccs. 

And worse and w'orse came the news from the provinces. On the 
Mutiny at 4th of Junc, Sir Henry Lawence hoard of the mutiny at Sitapur, a 

Sitopur Jarge and important station fifty-one miles from Lucknow -which wa.s 

garrisoned by the 41st Regiment of Native Infantry", the 9th and 10th 
Regiments of the Oudh Irregular Infantiy, and the 2nd Regiment of 
Military Police. It was the. old story. Early in the morning of the 
3rd of June, Major Apthorp of the 41st Regiment informed Mr. 
Christi.an, the Commissioner of the division, that grave symptoms of 
disaffection had appeared in the corps. jMr. Christian proceeded to 
inform the Commandant, Colonel Birch, a firm and resolute soldier; but 
the latter clung to the belief in the lojmlty of his men. Two days before 
he had show'u his trust in them by leading them out against the. fugi- 
tive mutineers from Lucknow. As a precautionary measure the 9th 
and 10th were paraded. A strong guard of militaiy police- -^vere 
stationed at the residence of the Commissioner, -where the women 
and children had collected, and four loaded .guns placed beriveen 
it and the lines of the 41st. These arrangements had hardly been 
completed when a company of the 41st left their quarters, and pro- 
ceeded to the treasury, with the intention of plundering it. They were 
promptly followed by Colonel Birch, Lieutenants Greene and Smalley, 
and the Sergeant-Major. When the Colonel overtook his men, he 

* “ It vras very hot, my brother \ralkcd up to n vrell with his charger’s bridle over his nrin 
and wns in the act of drinking water out of a Icatlier cup that I liad given him on starting, when 
one of his own men (a Barghir of a trooper nnmed Sundal Khun) walked up beliind him and 
cut him down through the hack of the neck with his tulwar. The poor lad, ho was only 23, 

" fell dead on the spot : his spine was cut through. The old Native officer Shore Singh who came 
back and told us of it said ho muttered " Mother " as he fell. He was a very fine lad and 
would have made a splendid cavalry officer He had already done well as a Cadet in the 
Australian Mounted Police and he promised to do well hero. He was a great favourite. His 
commission, had he lived, would certainly have been confirmed and he might liave risen to any- 
thing.”— MS. Diary of Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart. 
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spoke to them of their folly, and exhorted them to listen to his words. 
While he was speaking a man stepped forth from the ranks, and shot 
him dead ; and then a volley stretched in the dust Lieutenant Smalley 
and the Sergeant-Major. Lieutenant Greene escaped with a slight 
wound, and reached his lines in time to warn his brother officers, who^ 
with their families^ reached Lucknow in safety escorted by a loyal 
band of the 41st. The mutin}’- swiftly spread to the Irregular Regi- 
ments, who after shooting down their officers rushed to join ' the 
Military Police, who had opened fire on the Commissioner’s mansion. 
The rest' may be told in the words of one who was present. '• Behind 
the house flowed a small deep river, and be3mud . was a thick jungle 
of cyjDress and brushwood : all agreed to cross and hide in the jungle : 
the house was surrounded, the police Avere in the garden, and had 
occupied a small temporary bridge across the river, Avhere the}' shot 
a number of men, women, and children. )Somc escaped by a ford : 
as for mo, I followed in the roar, and came up Avith Mrs. Christian, the 
Avife of the Commissioner, struggling to get on Avith her little child 
in her arms, a girl two-and-a-half years old, and her husband with her 
carrying a boy about six months old. I took the child from her arms, 
and with the aid of Quartermaster-Sergeant Morton, of my regiment, 
got it aAva}^ safe and sound ; all three escaping unscathed through 
the fearful shower of bullets sent after us as Ave crossed the river, 
and hid ourselves in the friendly jungle.” * No sooner had Mr. Christian 
crossed the stream Avhen a bullet struck him and he fell dead. The 
widow took the babe, and sat doAvn by her husband’s corpse. It 
Avas'but a moment, and mother and child joined the father. 

The same telegram Avhich informed Lord Canning of the mutinj’- at 
Sitapur also stated "Fifty of the 84th arrived this morning.” Sir Hugh 
Wheeler had not onl}^ returned the fifty men of the 32nd, Avhich Sir Henry 
Lawrence had lent him, but had also, on hearing that considerable uneasi- 
ness preA'ailecl at LucknoAv, sent, Avith noble unselfishness, from his small 
force, tAVO officers and fifty men of Her Majesty’s S4th. The brave old 
soldier telegraphed to Lord Canning : — “ This leaves me Aveak, but I 
trust to holding my oAvn until more Europeans arrive.” Tavo days 
after, before more Europeans could arrive, the storm which had long 
•been gathering burst at CaAvnpore, and it soon became knoAvn at 
LucknoAY that the Nana of Bithoor had leagued Avith the revolted 
troops, and Avas besieging Sir Hugh Wheeler in his entrenchment. 

* ‘'Escape of Lieutenant G, IL Barnes, lOtli Oudh Irregular Cavalry.” 
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Every clay Avas now raarkcd by a general and terrible ex]dosion, 
shattering to pieces the structure of our Civil Govci-nment. . On the 
3rd of June, the 17th Native Infantry stationed at Azimgurh muti- 
nied ; and, seizing the treasury and two guns, marched with them 
towards Oudh. The following dtiy the sepoys at Benares followed their 
example, and also proceeded in the same direction.- When the two 
bands of mutineers approached Fyzabad, one of the mo.st imporlant 
cities in the province, the regiments stationed theio tlucAv oil their 
allegiance, stating that they Averc strong enough to turn the English 
out of the country, and intended to do it : they, hoAVover, did not stain 
their hands with blood. The men of tlic 22ncl, after throwing off their 
allegiance, not only guarded their officers but also their houses. They ■ 
placed sentries on the magazines and public offices, and sent out 
pickets to prevent the townspeople and servants from plundering. 
They held a council of Avar at Avliich tlio troopers proposed to kill 
the officers; but the men of the 22nd objected, and informed tho 
•officers that they Avould be alloAved to leave, and might take Avith them 
their private arms and property, but no public property, as that all 
belonged to the King of Oudh. Their officers asked for boats : tho 
rebel Commissionary-Gcncral, a ressaldar, Avas ordered to provide 
them. He did so ; but he procured such small boats f that tho fugi- 
tives could only bring aA\-ay a small bundle each ; and when they Avere 
on the point of embarking they Averc presented Avith 900 rupees, Avhich 
the rebels had taken from the treasury chest to give thorn. The 
officers made one last effort to recall their men to their duty ; but they 
respectfully assured them that they wore noAv under tho orders of their 
native officers, and that the Subadar-klajcr of the 22nd Regiment 
had been appointed -to tho command of the station, arid that each 
corps had appointed one of its oAvn officers to be its chief. 


* “TliD garrison .it Fyzabad consisted ot a liorso battery of native artillery, tlie 22iid llcgi- 
ment of Native Infantry^ tlio Gtli Oudh Irregulars and a stjuadron of tlie 'loth Irregular 
Cavalry ; the -n-iiole commauded by Colonel L-nnox of the 22nd Native Infantry.”— “.Annals of 
the Indian Rebellion,” page 457. 

t “Annals of the Indian Rebellion,” Appendix, page sxi. 

Captain Reid, Deputy Commissioner ot Fyzabad. in his account of the mutiny at tliat 
station, writes The 15th Irregular Cavalry, particularly the ressaldar in command, left no 

™ “• “ ‘"i” w p™ 
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A little before dawn, on the 9tli, four boats, chiefly containing the 
ofificers of the regiments, dropped do^^'n the river. When the two first 
boats had gone three miles beyond the sacred toAvn of Ajodhya, to 
which the province of Oudh owes its name, they put to in order to 
await the arrival of their companions. After waiting two hours, and 
seeing no signs of the other boats, they resumed their journey down 
the stream. They had proceeded about eighteen miles, when they 
' observed what appeared to be scouts giving notice of their approach. 
A suspicion of treachery and danger crossed their minds. A few 
seconds ■ afterwards it was confirmed. As they approached a narrow 
bend of the river, thej^ saw the bank lined with sepoys.^' Thej' had 
lio alternative but to proceed. As .they reached the vei*ge of the 
narrow channel, the insurgents opened fire on them. Many fell. The 
crew of the second boat, to escape the ambuscade, ran their boat on a 
sand bank surrounded with water, and the survivors of the first craft 
seeing what they had done, also put to, and went ashore under a heavy 
fire. The mutineers on the opposite bank now rowed out in their 
boats, and when they reached the middle shamefully and mercilessly 
poured showers of bullets upon the miserable creatures struggling for 
life in the water, or crouching on the bank. Seeing this Colonel 
Goldney “ directed that those who could run should without an}’- further 
loss of time endeavour to escape, remarking that there was not even 
the shadow of a chance of our meeting with mercy at their hands, and 


* Mr. Gubbiiis writes : — “ A messenger bad been dcsjiatclied by tlie 22nii Regiment to the 
17tb, .mnouncing that they bad sent off their officers, and inviting the 17th to desstroy Ihera," 
“The Mutinies in Oudh,” jiago 135. 

Colonel Malleson writes : — "Dut — strange contradiction — whilst protecting them (the 
fugitive Europeans) against the more blood -tliirsty of their own clans, whilst aiding them to 
depart, they sent messengers begging the men of the 17th Regiment of Native Infantry to 
■ slay them on their way.” — "History of the Indian Mutiny,” volume 3, page 208. A stran«.e 
contradiction, it is true; but there is hnrdlj' sufficient evidence to warrant the statement : 
the only support for it is the following, in the account of his escape by Colonel Lennox, 
commanding the 22nd Regiment : — " We started by boat at 2 p.m., not knowing that the 
F5’zabad mutineers had sold us into the bands of the I7th Regiment, which fact we learn 
from two sepoys, who accompanied us, namely, Tbakoor Missur, grenadier company, and 
Sunker Singh, No. 7 Company.” — "Annals of the Indian Rebellion,” page 408. 

Captain Reid, Deputy’ Commissioner, in bis account, makes no mention of treachery. — "Annals 
of the Indian Rebellion,” pages 457-406. Farrier-Sergeant Busber writes : — “We then sus- 
pected all was not right : that wo bad been duped, and purposely led into danger.” If the 
sepoys at Fy’zabad wished to injure their officers they could have done so : there was no motive 
for treachery. The two-and-a-half hours at Ajodhya afforded ample time for the men of the 
17th to bo informed by the villagers of the. approach of the boats. General McLeod Innes 
writes : — “It may be observed that the conduct of the native troops on rising ranged widely — 
from the atrocities of the sepoys at Sectapore, and the shooting of their officers at Sultan- 
pore, to assisting and escorting them at Seetapore, Durriabad, and Seernra. The villagers on 
the Gogra were hostile, hut elsewhere they seem to have been more or less helpful ; a singular 
circumstance when it is remembered to -what turbulence and bloodshed and evil deeds they had 
long been accustomed,” — " Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” pages 86, 87. 
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at the same time added that he was too old himself to run.” Seven 
only of the twenty-seven that had embarked were capable of obeying 
his behest. Two of the party were drowned endeavouring to cross a 
stream : the remaining five were found in their wanderings by the 
three officers who had formed the crew of the fourth boat. ” We are 
glad to find these gentlemen had arms, for we who had joined them 
had not even a stick " But arms proved of little avail against numbers. 
After many adventures only one survived to tell the tale. 

The crew of the third boat consisting of five officers, put in at 
Ajodhya ; but here they exchanged their boat for a- larger craft, manned 
by twelve native rowers. Hidden from view by the straw roof tliey 
passed the mutineers unmolested and reached Dinapore in safety.* The 
civil ofiieexs at Ey-zabad joined their families who a short time before 
the outbreak had been placed under the protection of Maun Sing, a 
well known and powerful chief. He sheltered them for a short time in 
his fort at Shahgunge ; but as the mutineers insisted on his surrender- 
ing the officers he desired them to depart. He, however, promised to 
provide boats to take them down the river.t That night they left the 


• “ At the beginnins of the month Rajah JInnsingh, tnlooqdar of Shnhgunie,_ was in 
confinement there (Fyzabad). Ho had been arrested by order of the Chief Commissioner, in 
consequence of information telegraphed from Calcutta, which accorded with wliat hud reached 
us at Lucknow. At this juncture ho sent for the British authorities, warned them that the 
troops would rise, and offered, if released, to give the Europeans shelter iu bis fort at Shahgunje. 
Seeing the critical state of things Colonel -GoWnoy released him, and Jlanslngh at once 
commenced to put his fort in order, and to raise levies. Soon, however, the troops disclosed 
their intentions. They demanded that the public treasure shouid be surrendered to them on 
the plea of better security. Helpless, the authorities were compelled to comply, and the 
money was carried off to their linos amidst the shouts of the mutineers. Tlie civilians now 
prepared for the worst, and sent their families to Siialrgunje. But the ladies from can- 
tonments would not accompany them, relying on the faith of tlie native officers of the 22nd 
Regiment who had solemnly sworn to Mrs. Lennox that no injury should be done them.” 
"The Mutinies in Oudh," by M. Gubbins, pages 133, 134. 

t “ Believing that Maun Sing was both ablc-ond willing to protect the Indies and children, 
and seeing no other means of ensuring their safety, I proposed to send tiiom to his fort of 
Shahgunje, twelve miles south of Fyzabad. The Commissioner agreed to this proposal, and 
authorised me to release Maun Sing from arrest, and also to provide funds for the p-aymont 
of men to garrison his fort, I therefore proceeded, accompanied by Captain Orr, Assistant 
Commissioner, to the building — a bouse of his own, where Maun Sing was ; he roitorntod his 
offers of protection to the officers of the civil offices, but made some demur about those of 
officers in cantonments, os receiving them would render futile any attempt at secrecy, and ' 
greatly increase the hazard of the undertaking. Of cour.se we told him wo could not nccejrt 
the limited offer, and after some discussion, lie agreed to receive all, on condition that the move 
from cantonments should be made quietly and secretly, not only because he doubted whether 
the troops would allow the officers’ familic.s to go, but because bo required time to collect men, 
and mature bis own arrangements.” — “ Annals of the Indian Rebellion,” by Captain Reid, 
page 458, 


t p must remark here that Maun Sing was in confinement on a revenue question, 
w len Captain Alexander Orr, the Assistant Commissioner, who bad known him for several 
®tid it was entirely owing to Maun Sing’s former long acquaintance 
P* , Orr under the old ‘regime’ that Maun Sing first offered to save Captain 

rr s wi e and children, and afterwards was induced to extend his protection to the larco 
number he saved,”— JJirf. Foot-note by Captain Hutchinson. 
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citadel. They had proceeded but a few miles when one of the carriages 
broke do'W'niand nine had to return to the fort. They Avere ultimately 
sent to GoruclqDui'. The daAvn found , eight Avomen, fourteen children, 
and seA'Cn men drifting doAvn the AAude, rapid stream in an open boat. 
The heat AA'as terrific, and there Avas no food. Eight hours later they 
reached a narroAv channel commanded on each bank by a fort. The 
boat Avas stopj)ed by a band of mutineers. Death was before their eyes, 
and “ the ladies,’'’ AATote one AAdio Avas in the boat, “ got ready to 
tbiw their children into the river, and jump after them,” HoAvever, 
God willed it otherAvise, and Mahdo Persad, the Borpur Baboo, came to 
the rescue, entertained us hospitably for five or six days, and then 
foi’AAnrded us to Gopalpore. Here they Avere treated AAnth great kind- 
ness by a loyal baron, and through his aid Avere-able to reach Dinapore 
in safety.'^' 

Simultaneous!}'’ AA’ith the rising at Fyzabad took place the mutiny 
at Durreabad, a small station on the high road that leads from Fyzabad 
to LucknoAV. Here aa'us quartered the 5th Oudh Irregular Infantry, 
commanded by Captain W. H. HaAves, a young officer, active and zealous, 
AAffio AA'as greatly beloved by his men. At the station, there Avas a large 
amount of treasure, and knoAAung the temptation it offered the troops 
Captain Hraa'cs attempted to rcmoA'e it to Lucknow. On the 9th of June 
the treasure was placed in carts, and escorted by the regiment des- 
patched to the capital. It, hoAvever, had not proceeded far Avhen the 
malcontents of the corps insisted on the treasure being taken back, and 
opened' fire on their officers. Some marksmen made an unsuccessful 
effort to shoot their Commander, and then a A'olley AA'as fired at him ; 
but Captain Hawes unscathed put spurs to his horse and galloping as 
fast as it could carry him across country, joined the other fugitives 
from the station. ' The party Avere protected and treated Avith kindness 
by a friendly zemindar + and reached Lucknow Avithout disaster. 

Sultanpore, on the river Goomtee, lies on the direct road to Luck- 
noAv, and Avas at the time commanded by Colonel S. Fisher, a keen 
' sportsman, and splendid rider, avIio Avon the hearts of all by his frank, 
manly nature.| His regiment, the 15th Irregular Cavalry, consisted of 

* “ The marked loyalfy of the Rajah of Gopalpore,-as well ns the aid which ho rendered to 
several parties of fugitives, are well-known to Government: wc were here comparatively sate, 
• and made our way by water without difficulty to Di(iaj)ore, where we arpivod on the 29th June. — « 
Annals of the Indian Rebellion,” by Captain Reid, page 466. 

. f Ram Sing, zemindar of Suhee. 

+ " The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 139. 
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a brave, but most bigoted sect of Mussulmans, wlio afterwards took a 
prominent part in the operations against us, and furnished some leaders 
to the mutineers’ arm 3 ^ Besides the Irregular HorSo, tliero were 
stationed at Sultanpore the 8th Oudh Irregular lufantiy, commanded 
bj'^ Captain W. Smith, and the 1st Regiment of Militaiy Police, under 
Captain Buubury. On the morning of the 9th of June, the Jlilitary 
Police rose in revolt, and Colonel Fisher, in returning from tlie lines 
where he had gone to attemptfto restore order, was shot in the back by a 
man of that corps. He managed to reach his owm lines where he was 
met b}’’ his two officers, Captain A. Gibbiugs, second in command, .and 
Lieutenant C. W. Tucker, the Adjutant. Thc}’^ succeeded in placing 
him in a dooley. Feeling that the wound was mortal, Fisher commanded 
them to leave him, and seek' their own safety. The Adjutant tried to 
persuade the regiment to come near their wounded Colonel, but no one 
would obey an}’' orders.* A party of them made a rush at Captain 
Gibbiugs, who was on horseback at a little distance, and killed him. 
The men then shouted to Lieutenant Tucker to go, and, " finding it 
was all over,” he rode off. Crossing the river he found shelter in the 
fort of Roostum Sah, at Doyrah.f Roostum was one of the talookdars 
whose acquired rights had been ignored by our Government, and who 
liad been deprived of villages which he should have been permitted to 
retain. Colonel Fisher had, a few days before the outbreak, sent off 
the ladies and families to the Rajah of Ameythce, who also loyally 
sheltered them till he was able to escort them to Allahabad.| 

*" Annals of the Indian Rebellion ; Lieutenant Tucker’s escape, related by his "svife,” 
page 478. 

t " Roostum Sah is a fine specimen of the best kind of talookdars in Oudh. Of old family, 
and long settled at DejTah, he resides there in a fort very strongly situated in the ravines of 
the Goomtee, and surrounded by a thick Jungle of a largo extent. It liad never been taken by 
the troops of the native Government, which had more than once been repulsed from before it. 
Roostum Sah deserves the more credit for his kind treatment of the refugees, as he liad suffered 
unduly at the settlement, and had lost many villages which he should have been permitted to 
retain I had seen him at Fyzabad in January 1857, and after discussing his case with the Deputy 
Commissioner, .Mr. M. A. Forbes, it had been settled that fresh enquiries should bo made into 
the title of the villages which he had lost, and orders had been issued accordingly.” — " The 
Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 139. , 

Besides Colonel Fisher and Captain Gibbings, two young civilians were nnbapjiily 
also slain. Mr. A. Block, c.s., and Mr. S. Stroyan. ‘When the mutiny broke out, they crossed 
the river and took refuge with one Yascen Khan, zemindar of the town of Sultanpoor. This 
man at first welcomed them; hut afterwards most basely betrayed them. He turned both 
qfiicers out of his house, and then caused them to be shot down. This is the only instance of 
like treacliery on the part of a petty zemindar in Oudh which came to our notice.” — “ The 

Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 140, ... ’ 



INTRODUCTION 37 


On the day after the mutiny at Sultanpore the force at Salone, con- 
sisting of six companies of the 1st Oudh Irregular Infxntry commanded 
by Captain R. L. Thompson, broke into revolt : no blood, ho^Yeve^, was 
shed."^ The sepoys ceased to obe}'' and Avarned their officers to depart. 
All the residents Avere sheltered, protected, and escorted into safety by 
HuuAvimt Singh, the brave old Baron of Dharoopoor, Avho had been 
deprived by the neAV administration of a considerable portion of his 
estate. 

Thus, in ^ the course of ten days, English administration in Oudh 
had vanished like a dream, and not left a wrack behind. The troops 
mutinied, and the people thrcAv off their allegiance ; but there Avas no 
reA^enge and no cruelty. The brave and turbulent population, AAuth a feAV 
exceptions, treated the fugitives of the ruling race with marked kind- 
ness, and the high courtesy and chi\'alry of the Barons of Oudh Avas con- 
spicuous in their dealings AAuth their fallen masters Avho, in the day of 
their power, had fronr the best motives inflicted on many of them a grave 
AAn’eng. There have been tongues and pens enough to narrate the ex- 
cesses Avhich haA'e raised the Indian Mutiny to the rank of a Avorld-wide 
tragedy. It is useful that these crimes should be remembered and 
freshly pondered ; but it is equally Avise to study the opposite picture. 

In the beginning of June, there arrived daily at LucknoAV neAA^s of 
some fresh revolt in the Province, and the health of Sir Henry LaAAnence 
broke doAATi under the rapidit}' Avith whicli disasters Avere piling them- 
selves "upon him. Feeling that the strain might prove too much for his 
frail body, he despatched to the Governor-General, on the 4th of June, 
the folloAAung characteristic telegram : — “ If anything happens to me 
during present disturbances, I earnestly recommend that Major Banks 
succeed me as Chief Commissioner, and Colonel Inglis in command of 


* “ The civil and military officers left together. As they passed through the Hues, some of the 
sepoys saluted, while others were loading their muskets. Captain Thompson was accompanied by 
a few faithful men who never deserted him; and a few of his native subordinates nttoiidod Cap- 
tain Barrow. That officer had arranged to be met outside the station by Lall Honwunt Singh, 
talooqdar of Dharoopoor, with an escort of his own men The chief appeared punctual to his 
promise, and escorted the whole party to his fort at Dbaroopore. Here they remained for nearly 
a fortnight, and were kindly treated during the whole time. At the end of this, Honwunt Singh, 
m’th 500 of his followers, accompanied them to the ferry over the Ganges, opposite Allahabad, 
and there took leave. He would receive no present for his hospitality. The conduct of this 
man is the more deserving, as he had lost an undue number of villages, and his case, ns well 
as that of Roostum Sah, of Deyrah, was one that called for reconsideration. Captain Barrow 
and his whole party reached the Fort of Allahabad in safety.” — The Mutinies in Oudh,” by 
M. Gubbins, page 141. 
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the troops, until better times arrive. This is no time for punctilio as 
regards seniority. They are the right men, in fact the onty men for the 
places. My secretaiy entirely concurs with me on the. above points. * 
Five clays afterwards Sir Henry’s health gave way, and Dr. Fayror 
pronounced that further application to business would endanger his 
life.f A Provisional Council was accordingly formed under his au- 
thority : but their rule lasted only two days. Hearing that his policy 
with regard to the retention of Native troops was being set aside. Sir 
Henry emphaticaHy, and with some little excitement, declared the 
Council at an end, and that he would resume his work from that 
moment ; which he did. His first act -was to recall many of tlio sepoys 
who had been sent away. They returned to their post -with tokens of 
delight, the honesty of which was verified by their lo3"alty during the 
siege. He also determined to yigorousty press on the final prepara- 
tions, necessary to make the Residency and its surrounding buildings 
fit to stand a siege ; and on the day he resumed | work, Sir Henry wrote 
to Colonel Inglis:— “I am decidedly of opinion that wc ought to 
have only one position, and that, though we must hold all three — 
cantonments and Muchee Bhawun— as long as we can, all arrangements 
should be made with reference to a sudden concentration at the Resi- 
dency.” In pursuance of this policy, the engineers began to construct 
defences, capable of resisting the assault oftirtilleiy. On the north side 
a strong babtery of heav}'- guns, afterwards called the Reclau, ivas begun, 
and the first steps taken for constructing, on the south side, a battery 
called the Cavmpore Batteiy. fi’om its position commanding the road 
from that station. The garden walls of the houses embraced within 


* “ Life of Sir Henry Lawrence,” by Edwnrdes and Merivale, volume I, page 311. — 
“ Indian Mutiny,” volume II. 

t “ Kir Henry’s health and strength had boon subject to terrible strain and exhaustion, and 
on the 9th of June he became aware that it was quite impossible for him to bear it. I 
explained this and wrote an official letter to Couper, the Private Secretary, and placed Sir Henry 
Lawrence on the sick list for a few days, during which ho was to be kept quite at rest and 
take no part in the work going on about him. This I did not effect without some difficulty, 
hut the necessity of it was so obvious that it was done. He was relieved from all duty and 
a Council of Gubbins, Inglis, Ommanney, Banks ‘and Anderson appointed to Carry on tlio 
preparations and to control action of every kind.” — MS. Diary of Sir Joseph Fayrcr. 

t ‘On the 12th of June I allowed Sir Henry to resume duty^ — not that he was well, for 
his frame was worn and wasted — hut he was sufficiently rested to under (he circumstances 
return to work. He did so and the authority of the Provisional Council (with its restless, 
gallant, hut not always discreet member, Gubbins, so energetic) ceased.”— MS. Diary of Sir 
Joseph Fayrer. 
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the position were connected by breastworks. . Ditches were excavated 
in front of them, and parapets erected behind them ; stakes and pali- 
sades were fixed, slopes were scarped, ramparts built at some places, 
and widened and pierced for batteries, roofs of houses were protected 
by breast-high walls, windows and doors were barricaded, and walls 
loopholed.* Cellars were excavated and roofed, to serve as magazines, 
and ammunition brought from the Muchee Bhawun stored in them. 
The rare and lofty trees which adorned the garden of the Residency 
had to be cut dovm, and piles of shot and shell filled the beds once 
bright with flowers. Two hundred guns discovered in an old arsenal 
in the city were at once brought in and - placed in position ; one of 
the pieces, an eight-inch hcwitzer, was handed over to the artillery, to 
be used in the field.t The demolition of the lofty buildings which 
skirted the position was begun ; the upper storeys were knocked dovm, 
but the lower storej's were allowed to remain, to act as a barrier against 
the impact of the artillery fire, that might be aimed low at the defences, 
in order to breach them.| A body of volunteer cavalry, consisting 

Major Edgell’s MS, in Life of Sir Henry Lawcncc,” by Eclwardcs and Morivalo, 
volume II, page 344. 

t "Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-General McLeod Innes, page 90. 

" About the 27th June I visited the old arsenal and found 200 guns there said to bo 
spikerl. I rode homo but first to Sir Henry Lawrence, and got all in by the second day. 
Benham of the Artillery got the guns * carried. ’ His energy got the work done in quick time. 
1 bored the spike out of one of the guns in ten minutes!!! Fancy if the enemy had got 
tliem.” — MS. Diary of Captain Fulton.” 

Mr. Gubbins writes:— "On the 21st of June, Captain Fulton, when visiting the old 
magazines nt the Sheesh Muhul, discovered tu'O hundred native guns lying there unmounted. 
The discovery was fortunately made in time, and they were all brought in, and laid out on the 
low ground close to the Redan Battery, Slany of them wore of largo calibre, cast for the 
Oudh Government by General Claude Martin.” — "The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, 
page 170. 

J“Itwa3 expected that, in any siege that might ensue, the enemy would not come too 
close, but, as at Cawnporc, content themselves with an investment, and a comparatively dis- 
tant artillery and musketry fire. It was therefore believed by some that the nearest buildings 
should have only their upper stories knocked down, while the lower storey should be allowed 
to remain to act ns a traverse to our own works from the enemy’s fire. There was a 
species of compromise made. Where our position was weak, the houses were demolished j 
while near the Cawnpore battery, a few houses wore left, which it was hoped wo would our- 
selves be able to occupy as advanced posts, a hope which was falsified by the event, one of 
those buildings, called Johannes’ House, proving a most murderous post, and doing infinite 
mischief, until I blew it up by a mine. The result proved the accuracy of the argument on 
both sides, those fronts where the buildings had been demolished, suffering most severely 
from artillery firej those where they still remained, from musketry'.” — "Major Edgoll’s MS. in 
Life of Sir Henry Lawrence,” by Edwar.lcs and Meriyalo, volume II, page 344. 

“The work went on very well, but the levelling houses was a stupendous undertaking. 
Wall after wall went down. Nawabs’ palaces and coolie huts alike, but alas not a third of the 
work was done when the fated 13th of June came.”— "MS. Diary of Captain Fulton.” 
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of fifty sabres— chiefly recruited from cavalry and infantry officers 
and clerks belonging to the public offices— Avas formed, under Captain 
Eadcliffe of the 7th Cavalry. The men were daily drilled, and were, in 
all respects, armed and accoutred like private soldiers. Instruction was 
also given in musketry exercise to all civilians and some of the officers, 
and fifty men of the 32nd Foot Avere instructed in gun drill. Con- 
tinuous strings of carts and elephants brought in supplies, and the 
church Avas rapidly filled Avith grain, and the racket-court Avith fodder 
for the oxen.* 

As the Residency dailj grcAv stronger, and the mutinous regiments 
shoAved no signs of marching on LucknoAV, Sir Henry’s anxiety regard- 
ing his OAvn position grcAV less. On tlic 23rd of June he Avrote to 
Lord Canning : — “ If all go Avell quicldy at Delhi, and still more if Cawn- 
pore holds out, I doubt Ave shall be besieged at all. Our preparations 
alarm the enemy. It is deep grief to me to be unable to help 
Cawnpore. I Avould run much risk for Wheeler’s sake, but an attempt, 
Avith our means, Avould only ruin ourselves, Avithout helping CaAAmpore.” 
FiA'e days before Sir Henry LaAvrence had heard from General Wheeler 
that his supplies Avould hold out another fortnight, that ho had plenty 
of ammunition, and that his guns Avere serviceable, and that “on 
several occasions a handful of men have driven hundreds before them.'” 
The General added : — “ We, of coui’se, arc prepared to hold out to the 
last.” Before a AA^eek elapsed the tide had turned. On the 24th, ho 
Avrote : — “ British spirit alone remains, but it cannot last for eAmr.” 
The previous morning the enemy had attempted the most formidable 
assault but dared not come on : “ and after above three hours in the 
trenches, cheering the men, I I’eturned to find my favourite, darling son 
killed by a nine-pounder in the room Avith his mother and sisters ; he 
was not able to accompany me having been fearfully cripjjled by a severe 


*“Sir Henry Lawi-once’s exertions to provision the garrison were nnabating.” — “Tlie 
Mutinies in Oudli,” by M. Gubbins, page 1G8. 

“ Thanks to Sir Henry’s forethouglit, » very large amount of live stock bad boon 
collected, and a vast quantity of all essential food supplies had been stored, through 
the agency and e.vertions mainly of the Commissariat ofTicer, Captain James, and 
the district officer, Simon Martin, supplemented by the friendly help from talookdars and 
others. But, as it had to he stored away at once wherever room for it was found available, 
doubts, and eventually mistakes, arose as to the amount , that had really been collected. 
This was owing mainly to the fact that Captain James, the Commissariat officer, was 
wounded in the knee at Chinhut, and thus debarred from that personal supervision and 
investigation which would otherwise have been a matter of course.” — “ Lvtcknow and Oudh in 
the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-General McLeod Innos, page 112 
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contusion. The cannonade was tremendous ; I venture to assert such 
a position so defended has no example, but cruel has" been the evil . . . 
We have no instruments, no medicine, provisions for a few days at 
furthest, and no possibility of getting ao 3 % as all communication with 
the town is cut off. We have been cruelly deserted, and left to our 
fate : we had not 220 soldiers, of all arms, at first. The casualties 
have been numerous. Railway gents and merchants have swollen our 
ranks to what the}’- are. Small as that is, they have done excellent 
service, but neither they, nor I, can last for ever. We have all lost 
everything belonging to us, and have not oven a change of linen. 
Surely we are not to die like rats in a cage.” Lawrence answered in a 
few words, convejdng hope and warning. On the 27th of June, he 
wrote ; — “ I will do all 3 ’'ou wish, as far as is in my power. Brigadier 
Havelock, with 400 Europeans and 300 Sikhs, guns, and cavalry, were 
to march from Allahabad immediatel 3 % and must be at Cawnpore 
vdthin two da 3 's, and will be closcl 3 '’ followed by other detachments. 
I hope, therefore, 3 mu will husband 3 'our resources, and not accept 
any terms from the enemy, as I much fear treachery : you cannot 
rel 3 " on the Nana’s promises. II a tu4 heaucou'p cle prisonniersy 
On the same day Sir Henry Lawrence wrote to his old friend and com- 
panion Havelock* : — “ I am very glad to hear you arc coming up : 400 
Europeans vuth four guns, 300 Sikhs with 300 cavalry will easity beat 
everything at Cawnpore, as loncj as Wheeler holds his grouud] but if 
he is dostro 3 'ed, your game will be difficult. I have a long letter from 
him, of the 24th ; he had then provisions for eight or ten days. I am 
offering largo bribes to parties to supply him, but am not sanguine of 
success. It is, therefore, most inyportant that 3 ’-our detachment should 
not lose an hour. This is importarrt on 3 'our own accouirt, and of vital 
importance on Wheeler’s.’.’ He added ; — Endeavours have been made 
to induce me to send 200 Europeans to Cawnpore, which would have 
been simply sacrificing the whole, and endairgerirrg Lucknow. In the 
memorandum which accorrrpanied this letter, Herrry Lawrence also wrote : 
“Would that we could succour Wheeler.” But the time for succouring 
Wheeler had passed. The morning after he wrote thus. Colonel 
Master, 7th Light Cavalry, received a scrap of paper from his 

son at Cawnpore, conveying the following brief message We have 

-- - ■ ... - - .. . - . - ■ — ■ -* 

* Honry Lawrence wrote from Jellalabad, June 20th 1842 : — " Havelock, in great feather, 
showed us round the fields of battle this morning ; I breakfasted with him afterwards, and 
we had lots of talk. He is a fine soldier-like fellow.” On July 18th he wrote : — “He is a 
strange person, but is acknowledged to be as good a soldier as a man ; the best of both 
probably in the camp.”— “Life of Sir Henry Lawrence,” by Edwardes and Mcrivale, volume I, 
page 389, ' ^ 
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held out now for twenty days ; one day under a tremendous fire. . Tlie 
Raja of Bithoor has offered to forward us in safety to Allahabad and the 
General has accepted his terms.” Sir Henry Lawrence,- on being 
informed of what had occurred, stated that he feared the Nana medi- 
tated treachery : that evening his evil foreboding was confirmed. Two 
cossids Avho had been sent with a despatch to Cawnpore brought it 
back, for they had reached there only in time to udtncss the massacre 
of General Wheeler and his garrison.’^ Next morning scouts brought 
tidings that the mutineers assembled at Nuwabgunge, twenty miles' 
from the citj', had, on hearing of General Wheeler’s capitulation, at once 
begun the march on Lucknow, and that an advanced guard had anived 
at Chinhut, a town on the F^'zabad road, within eight miles of the 
Eesidenc3^ The Commissioner ordered Captain H. Forbes with the 
Sikh Cavaliy to reconnoitre their position, and on his returning at sun- 
set, and confirming the intelligence he immediately commanded the ' 
forces in cantonments to be quietlj"^ withdrawn, and moved into the 
Residency and the Muchee Bhawun. 

When Henry Lawrence heard that Delhi had fallen into the hands 
of the mutineers, he had at once realised how essential the maintenance 
of our possession of Lucknow was to the preservation of our Empii’e, and 
with rare pluck, tact, and -tenacity lie had prevented an outbreak, and 
kept his hold on the city. He now determined that it should not fall 
into the hands of the enemy without a struggle . If he failed, he had made 
every preparation which foresight could suggest for the defence of the 
Residenc)^ in the case of a siege. He foresaw the horrors of that siege, 
that it would be a long and deadl}’- struggle against fearful odds : he, 
therefore, felt that their only hopes of delaying it- till "better times,”' 
as he called them, should arrive, was by taking the offensive. He had 
been a close student of our Indian annals, and knew how victories had- 
been won by a compact and disciplined force against great bodies of 
Indian adversaries.-i- He also knew the martial qualities of the 
European soldiers, and he wanted to test the temper and fidelit}" of the 


* “At 7 p.M. ot 28th three different cossids hrouglit the sad news that Cnwnpore liad fallen, 
ammunition exhausted, no hope of further defence left. Sir H, Wheeler had entered into a 
treaty with the insurgents and after embarking on hoats many had been treacherously murdered ; 
tiiose who escaped the fire taken prisoners. It was a most sad and depressing report : but it 
only emphasised the feeling of all with us to fight to the last and enter into no treaties. I 
may here remark that the question of trying to send the ladies and children away had been 
more than once raised but it was always rightly rejected as impracticable and fraught with 
danger of the most serious nature.” — “MS, Journal of Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart.” 

f It was a bold, almost a desperate venture, for the Residency and Muchea Bhawun 
defences had to be held, and the enormous and turbulent city of Lucknow to bo controlled 
during his absence ; but boldness often succeeds, and a chock to the rebels might even then, 
perhaps, have kept the Residency unmolested.”—" A Lecture on the Relief of Lucknow.” hr 
Sir Henry Norman, page 4. ^ 
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native troops that remained to us. “ We must try and blood them/’ 
he said — meaning commit them on our side. The defection and 
treacher}’- of the Oudh Ai'tillerymen, and the want of courage or loyalty 
displayed by the Native Cavalry with the force, destroyed the daring 
enterprise ; but the event does not impaii* the soundness of the reasons 
which led Hemy Lawrence as long as there was any hope to make the , 
attempt to stem the advance of the enemy. He had good reason to 
expect success, because he had been told that the rebel force was in no 
considerable number, and their delay in advancement led him to 
suppose that he had not an enemy with a sharp sword to fight. . He 
also hoped to meet the force at a disadvantage, either at its entrance 
into the suburbs of the City, or at the bridge across the Kokrail, which 
is a small stream intersecting the Fyzabad road, midway between 
Lucknow and Chinhut. Such were the reflections which determined 
Sir Henry Lawrence to make next morning a strong reconnaissance in 
that direction. 

The force destined for this service was composed as follows 

'' Four guns of No. 1 Horse Light Field Battery. 

Four guns of No. 2 Oudh Field Battery, 
guns of No. 3 Oudh Field Batteiy, 

( One 8-inch howitzer, 
f Troop of Volunteer Cavalry. 

■ Cavalry ] 120 troopers of detachments belonging to the 1st, 

(. 2nd and 3rd Regiments of Irregular Cavahy. 

' 300 Her Majesty’s 32nd. 

150 13th Native Infantry, 

Infantiy - Native Infantry. 

( 29 71st Native Infantry (Sikhs*). 

The 30th of June, at daybreak, the troops had assembled on the Chinhui 
iron bridge ; but the sun had risen before they we^.-e joined by the party 
at Muchee Bhawun, and the march began. They reached the bridge 
which crossed the Kokrail stream about half way from Chinhut without 
adventure of any kind. Here the force was halted, in order to rest and 
get an early meal. Sir Henry, with a few cavalry and the staff, rode 
about a quarter -of a mile further on, to apiece of rising ground shaded 

* “ Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 37. 

All the tro"ps e.vccpt the gunners of No. I Hofse Light Field Battery.; the troop of 
Volunteer Cavalry ; and the 300 men of Her Majesty’s 32nd were Natives. 
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with lofty trees. Seated under them were some native travellers who, 
on being questioned, said they had come through Ohiuhut, hut seen no 
troops. Sir Henry Lawrence having come to the conclusion that the 
enemy did not intend to advance that day, sent Captain Wilson hack to 
the column, with orders fco countermarch.* Soon after Sir Henry heard 
that the rebel scouts had fallen back on their support, and this strength- 
ened his conviction that they had no heart for a fight. His information 
also led him to suppose that the enemy at Chinhiit was only an advance 
party. He promptly despatched his aide-de-camp to the Brigadier, 
to ask if the men could go on. The Brigadier ansAvered “ of course they 
could, if ordered.” Lieutenant Birch was immediately sent back Avith 
orders for the force to advance.f The command AA^as promptly— too 
promptly — obeyed and the force pushed foi’Avavd AAuthout .any refreshment 
being served to the men, many of AAdiom Avere already beat by a long 


* " Sir Henry said it was evident they were not going to move tl>Bt d.iy, and tliat wc would 
go back, and he told me to go back to the column then halted on the Lucknow side of the 
bridge, and order them to countermarch. I did so, and saw the order carried into effect, and 
1 was returning leisurely towards Sir Henry, wlion about iialf way I met Lieutenant Birch, who 
was acting as A.-D.-C. to Colonel Iiiglis. He was gallojiing, and ho said ‘ Tlio Brigadier- 
General has sent me to toll you to order the force on.’ 1 replied that ho must mistake, ns I 
had just countermarched it. Ho said * No, it’s no mistake. I bring you the order from him- 
self.’ I then wont back, and gave the orders, and returned to Sir Henry, who was still under 
the trees. He said not a word to me as to his reasons for having changed his mind.” — “Life 
of Sir Henry Lawrence,” by Edwardos and^Mcrivale, volume II, page 3G1. 

" Subsequent conversation with those who fought against us at Chinhut shows us that Sir 
Henry was correct in liis estimate of the spirit of the enemy. They came jirojiarcd to he 
beaten, and had no wish to break their heads against stone walls. . . They had sent on their 
advanced guard the day before, and only themselves came up shoi tly before the action, without 
being prepared for the contest, an.l the artillery was placed wiiero it was immovable and easy 
to be taken.” — hicmorandum by Colonel Wilson (?) in Life of Sir Henry Lawrence,” by 
Edwardos and Jlerivale, volume II, page 359. 


t“ Wo marched some miles up the road towards Chinhut, until we came to-Q group of 
trees. It was discovered that the enemy had fallen back to a strong ppsition|in tho'roar of the' 
village, and it was a question as to whether we should advance further. Sir Henry was Inmsolf' 
against doing so, but was over-persuaded by the ardour of the younger members of his staff. 
Neither Brigadier Inglis, Colonel Case, commanding 32nd, as fine an officer as evcr, 3 tcppcd, 
nor Captain Wilson, were present during the discussion. Sir Henry sene mo back to ask the 
Brigadier if his men could go on. He gave the only possible answer, as I take it : ‘ Of course 
they could, if ordered.’ I returned with this answer, and was immediately, sent hack, with 
orders for the force to advance. And here I must mention what I consider was a great mistake, 
the not halting the men for refreshments. The elephants wore up with commissariat 
stores, and it would have been easy to give them their breakfast; but this useful onportunity 

was lost, and the force advanced with empty stomachs, under a burning sun.” "Account 

of Chinhut, by Captain Birch in the ' Siege of Lucknow,’ by the Hon’blc Ladv Iinrliq 
pages 47-51. ■' 


" Ihere is,” adds Lady Inglis, " little evideflce to support the statement that Sir Honrv 
advancing, but was over-persuaded by his staff. Sir Henry camrZ 
with the full determination to defeat the advanced guard of the enemy. AA’hen ho^sont Cantnir, 
Birch to ask Hie Brigadier if the men ‘ could goV I take it to mean tlmt itr wLSd to 
therbrSast”®^ the contest- that is, whether they had been served with 
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march, -with the Indian morning sun stailiiiig right into their faces * 
The road, after leaving the Kokrail bridge, was a mere heavy embank- 
ment, constructed of loose and sandy soil, through which the weary 
troops had to plough their Avay, under a burning sun. The advance 
'guard consisted of our scanty cavalrj'^, with videttcs thrown out. After 
it the 8-inch howitzer led, followed by the European artillery, and Alex- 
ander’s guns. The 13th Native Infantry Brigade’s two guns, the 32nd 
Infantry, and lastly the 4Sth Native Infantry followed. The column 
had advanced about a mile and-a-half, when, on nearing the village of 
Ismailgunge on our left, the videttes were received by musketry from 
the houses. They retired, and the 8-inch howitzer — which the men 
had chi’istened “ Turk ” — was ordered to the front. Round shots now 
began to lob into the column : one of the artillery ch'ivers had his 
head taken off, and several of the ambulance men were killed. Almost 
. immediately the village of Chinhut, situated on the banks of a very 
extensive jheel, or shallow lake, came in sight, and the whole force 
of the enemy was found drawm up in front of it — “ not four or five 
thousand, as the spies had reported, but numbering at least fifteen or 
sixteen thousand men, with not merely two batteries of field-iiieces, but 
six or seven, consisting of more than thirty-six cannon of various 
calibre.” 

Our line was instantly deployed. The howitzer remained on 
the road, and Cunliffe’s European guns took ground to the right, and a 
little in advance of it. The 32nd men wore posted on the left, betw^een 
the village of Ismailgunge and the road, aird the Native Infantry were 
placed in front of a small hamlet on the right. “ Turk ” returned the 
enemy’s fire with effect, and the field-pieces played vigorously. The 
centre of the enemy was seen to give way : the day seemed ours; Cap- 
tain Wilson galloped up to the gunnei’s, and urged them with shouts of 
“ That is it : there they go ! Keejr it uj) !”• But it w\as the lull before 
the bursting of the storm. In an instant the wide plain swmlled and 
an iron stream swept down upon our small band, and puffs of smoke 
arising from every hollow and tuft of grass spread around our flanks 
like Avandering fields of foam. The field-pieces sent forth show'ers of 
grape ; but omvard it came till it sAvept the Sikhs from the village, 
on to the 32nd Avho Avere in the act of dej)loying on the right. When 

* “ How the action began I know not, but marching eight miles under an Indian sun in 
June was enough to unfit any men who had the work our poor fellows had and nothing to cat 
or drink.” ‘'Letters from Lucknow and Cawnporc, 1857, written by Major E. Delaney 
Lowe, c.n., 32nd Regiment.” 
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the enemy who had stealthily advanced from tree to tree were seen ap- 
proaching the village of Israailgunge * Alexander’s guns were ordered 
over from the right to the left to stem them : the movement, 
however, was effected partially and slowly. The banks of the road 
were steep and very heavy, and the Oudh artillerymen and drivers 
turned traitors “ They overturned the guns into ditches, cut the 
traces of their horses, and abandoned them, regardless of the remon- 
strances and exertions of their own officers, and of those of Sir Henry 
Lawrence’s staff, headed by the Brigadier-General in person; who 
himself drew his sword upon these rebels.-” f Every effort to induce 
them to stand, however, proved powerless. 

The cavalry were ordered to charge. The volunteers under 
Captam Radcliffe obeyed the command, and drove back the foremost of 
the infantry ; but the Sikhs turned their horses and fled. A murderous ~ 
cross-fire from the two villages raked our troops. The command 
was given for the 32nd to take Ismailgunge. The regiment was 
formed, and with a loud cheer the men bounded forward, but they 
were met by a stream of fire : their gallant leader, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Case, fell mortally wounded, and many -were dashed to the earth. 
Captain Stevens assumed command, but all attempts to dislodge the ■ 
enemy from their position were in vain ; and the men having lost half 
their number began to fall back. The enemy pressed on more closely : 
they unlimbered their guns, and swept the column- -with grape and, 
canister, while the swarming sldrmishers poured in from all sides a 
leaden shower. Where the bullets rained like hail was to be seen 
the spare form of Henry Lawrence, encouraging his men. But no 
longer could he maintain the brave battle ; he was outflanked and out- 
numbered. The order was given to retreat ; and as they fell back the 
32nd still kept up a brisk fire. Captain Bassano, of the 32nd, as he 
retraced his steps, discovered his wounded commander l}dng on the road- 
side. The men had passed on, and he was desirous to bring some 
back to carry their Colonel away, but the heroic Case would not suffer 
- him. Finding ordinary remonstrance unavailing, the gallant soldier 
issued his last command “ Leave me, sir,” said he, “and rejoin your 

* Direct evidence of a trushvortliy nature regarding Chinhut is difficult to get, for oven 
after a victory no two versions of a battle completely agree ; much less do they do so after 
the^turmoil of a defeat. But there can bo little doubt that the omission to occupy Ismailgunge 
materially tended to produce the disaster at Chinhut. 

t From Brigadier Inglis, Commanding ■ Garrison of Lucknow, to the Secretary- to 
Government, Military .Department, Calcutta, page 38. 



INTRODUCTION 


47 


Company.” * * * § The order was reluctantly obey ed.f The retreat became 
general, and all trace of formation and discipline was lost. Parched 
with thii’st, weak from want of food, worn by exertion aud fatigue many 
fell down, and were sabred by the enemy : many fell struck by apoplexy ; 
some crowded on the gun limbers and wagons ; the rest kept together 
as well as they could. Thus they retired, their steps closely pursued by 
the enemy.l Mingled with the soldiers of the 32nd were some of the 
sepoys of the 13th — "noble fellows who were seen carr 3 ung wounded 
soldiers to the gun-carriages, abandoning their own wounded comrades 
on the ground.” § 

' When the retreat was ordered the Euroiiean artillery limbered up, 
and went to the rear, aud Sir Henry Lawrence commanded Lieutenant 
Bonham to retire with the 8-inch howitzer; the elej^hant, howoA’^er, 
which was attached to the limber, frightened at the firing, had bolted 
with it. Lieutenant Bonham spying near him tlie limber of a wagon 
mounted the leading horse, and broiight it to the howitzer ; but, as he 
dismounted, the riders galloped off with it. The elephant with the 
proper limber was now brought up, but all attempts to yoke him with 
the drag rope were in vain. The enemy’s cavalry were close on the 
howitzer, and Lieutenant Bonham called on Captain Eadclifife to protect 
it : four of his squadron fell in and charged the advancing foe. As he 
rode off a sowar fired his carbine at Lieutenant Bonham, and Avounded 
him in the arm. As the hoAvitzer could not be moved it Avas resolved 
to spike it ; but there Avas no spike at hand. Sergeant Scuttle broke 


* " The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 187. 

f “ Soon after, Bassano himself was shot through the foot, but continued to walk with l>is 
men despite the wound, and reached the Residency in safety.” — “ JIutinics in Oudh,” by M. 
Gubbins, page 187. 

Captain Bassano was likewise wounded in the leg, but succeeded iu arriving safe in the 
Residency, through the intrepidity of a sepoy of the 13th Native Infantiy, who carried him for 
a considerable distance on his back ,” — “ Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 73. 

J“Mr. John Lawrence’s account of the battle: Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 87. 

§ “ The sopoj's on our side, though retreating, did so in order. They behaved for the greater 
part in the kindest manner to the wounded Europeans, taking up great numbers of them, 
and leaving their own wounded uncared for on the battle-field. They had been suspected of 
being also tainted with the general disaffection, and were therefore anxious to regain the 
esteem and confidence of their European officers. They gave indeed the most striking proofs 
of their fidelity and loyally on that day, showering volleys of musketry, and, native-like, of 
abuse, on their assailants, and calling them all the most injurious epithets in their vocabulary. 
Major Bruure, who was wounded, was assisted by them to a place of comparative safety, 
and reached the Residency, only, however, to meet his death some months after.” — “Siege of 
Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 78. 
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ofif the priming wire, and Turk ” was abandoned. Johnson, of the 
32nd, who was attached to the cavahy, saved one of the guns by a 
prompt and daring deed. Seeing it abandoned he galloped up to it, 
dismounted, and making over his horse to a comrade, he jumped on one 
of the artillery horses, and safely withdrew it,* 

As the retreating column neared the Kokrail bridge the insurgents' 
cavalry were seen gathering in the far rear to the left of them. Then was 
heard the stentorian voice of Captain RadclifTe — “ Threes right ! Trot !” 
The small squadron swept out of the trees, and off the road, and were 
within a quarter of a mile of the foe. Two light guns oj^ened on them ; 
but above the whistliug of the round shot rang the word “ Charge !” 
The trumpets blared forth, and that handful of men rode straight on the 
mass before them : but it bided not the shock, and — cavalry and hvo 
guns were dispersed hv 35 sabres. It was a fine exploit. “ The guns 
got under the shelter of a regiment of tlie lino, which we dared not 
charge, for the first volley they gave us emptied two saddles; so, sabring 
up the scattered skirmishers, we wdicelcd and galloped to the rear of our 
slowly moving column.” f 

The enemy’s infantry pressed nearer and nearer, and under a 
slaughtering fire the bridge was reached. Henry Lawrence drew rein, ^ 
and with hat in hand — a target for all — rallied his troops for a last 
stand. But the ammunition had run out. He ordered the guns to 
be halted, and the portfires to bo lighted : the enemy were cowed, and 
the column crossed the bridge in safety. The retreat was continued, 
and it was made less tr^dng to our men by the generous kindness of 
the native women, who, as they passed their houses, supplied them 
with water and milk. The iron bridge over the Gooratec at last was 
reached; but we had lost, during the disastrous day,. 118 European 
officers and men killed, and 182 natives killed and missing: 54 
Europeans and 11 natives returned wounded. j; 

Sir Henry Lawrence, accompanied by his staff, had galloped 
through the rebellious city without any escort, and on reaching the 
Residency had ordered Captain Edmonstone’s company to hold the iron 


* lie was rewarded byylie Victoria Cross. ' 

•f “ Mr. John Lawrence’s account of the battle of Chinbut : Siege of Lucknow » bv L P R 
Rees, page 90. ' ^ ^ . 

Almost all our best men were killed, including three colour-sergennts, five others nnd 

twelve corporals, men with throe and four good conduct stripes and soon about to go home ’’ 

MS. letters from Lucknow and Cawnpore, 1857, written by General E. Delaney Lowe e ’ 
32nd Regiment.” ^ nowe, c.n.. 
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bridge, and they, ^vith the guns of the Eesidency which commanded it, 
effectually checked the advancing foe. The guns on the river face at 
Muchee Bhawun, which, in default of artillery officers, wore worked by 
Major Francis and Lieutenant Huxham, prevented the passage of the 
stone bridge by the enemy.* They, however, planted their guns 
across the river, and Avith nstonishiug rapidity and well-directed aim, 
they sent shoAvers of shot and shell on the Eesidency : then crossing 
the riA^er beloAv the t\A"o bridges the}'- boldly advanced, seized the 
houses^ round, SAviftly loopholed them, and poured their musketry fire 
into the entrenchments. The memorable siege of the Eesidency at 
LucknoAv h.ad noAV commenced. 

At daybreak (1st Jul}’-) under coA^er of a heav'y musketry and com- 
cannonade the eneni}^ made their first attack, but were repulsed on all 
sides Asdth considerable loss. As the siege had commenced Sir Henry siege 
LaAvrence decided that it Avould be no longer safe, or Avise, to maintain 
the separate position of the Muchee BhaAVun, and attempts Avere made 
to open communication with that post. Messengers AA'ere sent across, 
but as it AA'as doubtful Avhethor they Avould ever reach their destination 
it AA’-as determined to Avork the semaphore, AAdiich had been erected on 
the roof of the Eesidency. It Avas a primitive machine, consisting of 
one post, Avith a bar at the top from Avhich Avere suspended, in one roAv, 
black stuffed bags, each having its oavu pulley to Avoric it. Captain 
Fulton, of the Engineers, accompanied by Mr. 0. H. Lawrence and a 
third officer, ascended to the roof to coin^ey the message.f As soon as 
the mutineers espied their figures they opened a furious fire from 
CA'cry Avindow and loophole. The bullets cut the strings and the 
pulleys became clogged. Twice it Avas erected, and twice it fell. Then, 
after three hours’ Avork, careless of the shoAver of musketry Avhioh Avas 
rattling upon them, and the burning sun Avhich Avas iiouring upon 
them, the three bi’ave men erected it for the third time, and the mes- 
sage Avas sent — “ Spike the guns Avell, bloAv up the Fort, and retire at 
midnight.” J On receipt of the message Colonel Palmer, of the 48th 

*'■ •' Siege of 'Lucknow,” by L. E. II. Rees, page 82. 

■(•‘•The Mutinies in Omlb,” by M. Gubbins, page 196. 

'•The Defence of Iiucknow: by A Staff Officer,” page 43. • 

When at last Sir Henry sent to mb to say that they were signalling, I found Innes at 
the Muchee Bhawun telegraph with ‘ Atrention ’ up. So to work we went. The telegraph I 
had put up before the Canfoninent row bad got nut of order, ropes broke and ran oat of tho 
pulleys, and we had all sorts of mishaps, when after three hours' work under a most tremen- 
dous musketry and round shot wo managed to call on the Muchee Bhawun force. The tele- 
graph being on the top of the Uesidmey we were in full view, but Mr. Carey Lawrence, Sir 
Henry’s nephew, one European and self escaped unscathed, having done the job.” — “MS. 

Diary of Captain Fulton.” • ' 
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Native Infantry, who was the senior officer left, arranged in complete ■ 
detail for the evacuation, and furnished the commanding and depart- 
mental officers with minute written orders, as to what they should do. 
As midnight approached the mortars from our batteries shelled the 
ground between the Kesidency and Muchee Bhawun, and the guns 
played hotly towards the iron bridge by which the force must pass. 
The troops were paraded in the wide courtjmrd of the Muchee Bhawun, 
and each man fell into his appointed place. As the clock struck twelve 
Lawence’s company of the 32nd heading the column marched out of 
the Eastern Gate and reached the Water Gate of the Residency, with 
such silence and celerity that the enemy knew nothing of the march. 
Finding the gate closed the leading men of the column shouted “ Open 
the Gate !” Guns loaded with grape covered the entrance. The 
artillerymen mistook the words for “ Open with grape,’’ and were 
already at the guns when an officer put them i-ight. The column 
bringing their treasure, and two more 9-pounder guns with them, 
marched into the Residency without the loss of a man.* Then a 
fountain of fire leapt up to the sky, the earth rocked, a terrific report 
rent the air, and a coronal of black smoke hung over the ruins of 
Muchee Bhawun.f “ A supei'b sight was that explosion.” To hold the 
citadel as long as by so doing there Avas a hope of overaAvihg the 
turbulent population of Lucknow was bold, comprehensive, and military, 
and to completely destroy it when his force had been weakened by 
the disaster at Chinhut was a wise and strategic measure : — " If it had 
not been.” Avrites Brigadier Inglis, “ for this Avise and strategic measure, 
no member of the LucknoAV garrison, in all probability, would have 
survived to tell the tale ; for, as has already been stated, the Muchee 
Bhawun was commanded from other parts of the toAvn, and Avas 


* tad saved all but one man, who, having been intoxicated and eoncpnlpd I'n 
corner, could not be found when the muster roll was called. The French say, ' II y a un Dieu 
pour les ivrognes, and the truth of the proverb was never better evpmnlifipd fin • n.* 

Ws case. He had been thrown into th^ air, had returned untrt toroSer eartS conLu^ 
hiB drunken sleep again, had awoke next morning, found the fort to his surnrise i mnoc pf d 

ted ruins, and quietly walked back to the Residf^cy without being mdS by a sinde souT: 

b.d ,e, J ,, Xk. “ ■“» “'•» •!.« 

, " The Defence of Lucknow ; by A Staff Officer,” page 44, . 

"The Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 39. 
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moreover indifferently provided with heavy artillery ammnnition, while 
the difficulty, suffering, and. loss which the Residency garrison, even 
with reinforcenionts thus obtained from the Muchee BhaAvun, has under- 
gone in holding the position, is sufficient to show that, if the original 
intention of holding both posts had been adhered to, both would, have 
inevitably fallen.” 

The Residency entrenchments, in which the Lucknow force was The Rest- 

4 dcncy on* 

now concentrated, covered about sixty aci*es of ground, and consisted of trench- 
a number of detached houses, standing in gardens, public edifices, out- 
houses, and casual buildings netted together, and welded by ditches, 
parapets, stockades and batteries, into one consentaneous Avhole of 
resistance. On the summit of the 2>lateau stood the Residency jsroper, The 
the official residence of the Chief Commissioner ; a lofty building three 
storeys in height, not without grace and dignity. A superb portico 
gave a considerable degree of grandeur to the Eastern entrance, and a 
wide and lofty colonnade verandah extended along the western front. 

On the ground floor and two upper stories were several spacious apart- 
ments, and on the south side imdergi-ound rooms, lofty and well 
arranged. • They had been built to shelter the residents at the Court of 
Lucknow from the extreme heat of the day during the summer 
solstice, and were now occupied by the women of the 32nd. On the 
gi’ound floor were the soldiers, and the rest of the commodious house 
was filled with officers, ladies, and children. But the building with its 
wide and lofty Avindows Avas ill qualified for defence, and the upper 
stories had to be abandoned soon after the siege began. Inside tAvo 
little tuiTets in the north and south sides sjiiral staircases led to the 
broad terrace of the roof, from Avhence could be seen LucknoAv, its 
temples and mosques ; its cupolas glistening in the sun like domes of 
gold, in fantastic and unique architecture ; its river lined Avith stately 
palaces, not as in Euroioe residences of the sovereign only, but eentres 
of government,, miniature toAvns surrounded by embattled Avails, con- 
taining long lines of buildings occupied by chief ministers of state, their 
harems and their attendants, and spacious courts surrounded by stone 
cloisters planted Avith orange and lemon trees and floAvery shrubs 
Avatered by fountains. The Avide grounds of the Residency Avere first 
protected by high boundary Avails, a line of parapet and a ditch across 
it, and a strong battery knoAAm as the Redan Avas constructed in a 
corner of the. garden. 

Near the Residency stood another large pile of building called the 
Banqueting Hall, Avhere lofty and spacious apartments had been built 



52, 


INTRODUCTION 


Aitkcn’s or 

Treasury 

Post 


Bailey 

Guard 

Gate 


Dr. 

Fayrer’s 

house 


for State receptions : it -was converted into a hospital. But the large 
doors and windows made it, like the Residency, unsuited for a place of 
defence ; and though the openings were protected Avith tents and every 
available material, uot a few were struck inside it during the siege.* 
A hatteiy of three guns — an IS-poundcr, a 13-inch howitzer, and a 
9-pouudcr — was placed between the Water Gate and hospital. The 
right Aving of the hospital served as a laboratory for. making fuses 
and cartridges, and fronting it Avas placed a battery of three mortars.f 

Immediatel}^ beloAv the Banqueting Hall, and built on ,the same 
ground, Avas another substantial building, a portion of Avhich Avas used 
as a store-room, treasury, and barracks for the native soldiers, Avho, 
under the command of Lieutenant Aitken, guarded it. On account of 
the Treasury kept there, it Avas knoAvn as the Treasury Post. 

To the left of the Treasury front Avas the Bailey Guard Gate, a 
handsome structure whose lofty arcliAvay Avas banked up on the inside . 
Avith earth, and tAVo Q-pounders and an 8-inch hoAAutzer AA'ere so placed 
that they could shoAver grape and canister on any assailants AA'ho 
succeeded in forcing it. 

Close behind the Bailey Guard Gate Avas the extensive one-storied 
house, occupied by Dr. Fayrer. Here many ladies found a hospitable 
shelter and it had the advantage of having underground rooms to Avhich 
they could retire Avhen the fire of the enemy became very heavy. Along 
the fiat roof Avere placed sandbags, and sheltered by them our men 
were able to keep up a Avarm fire on the enemy. An 18-pounder and a 
9 -pounder loaded with gi-ape were placed in a north-eastern direction 
to command if "possible the Bailey Guard GateAA’ay. The joost Avas 
commanded b}'^ Captain Weston and Dr. Fayrer, a keen sportsman and 
a first-rate shot.J 


* “ The Mutinies in Oudh,” by Gubbins, page 163. 

•f “ Siege of Iiucknovr,” by L. B. R. Rees, page 107. 

' J “ It was a large oblong building with :i flat pucka roof accessible by a staircase inside, ' 
surrounded by a parapet of from two to three feet in height. This was strengtliened and added to 
by piling bags of earth on the parapet on the side wliich overlooked the city. This was meant 
for and used as a breastwork for riflemen. The house was built on the slope of an elevation, 
the ground being part of the garden or compound in wliich it stood. On the Residency side it 
consisted of one storey, on the city side owing to the sloping character of the ground on wliich 
it stood there was a suite of rooms, with doors opening into the garden e-xtomally and internally 
by staircases into the rooms upstairs. These lower rooms consisted of godowns (store-rooms) and 
a swimming hath. A flight of steps led down into the lower garden which was prettily laid out 
and was bounded below by my stables for 12 or 14 horses.* * * The front of the house also 
had a piece of ground planted with trees, bamboos, and shrubs, and from this led a staircase 
down to tlie lower garden. The higher portion, that in front of the house, being separated from 
the lower as in the case of the house itself by a suite of out-office rooms surmounted by^ a 
2 iarapet. It was on the jilatform behind this jiarajict that my battery of a long 18-pouiuler 
and a brass <J-pound howitzer were placed during the siege and where wo had some heavy 
figliting, and lost a number of men killed and wounded.’'— "MS. Diary of Sir Joseph Fayrer, 
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Behind Dr. Fajn’er’s house was the Begum Khotee, so called from 
having been the dwelling-place of a grand-daughter of a former King 
of Oudh. It consisted , of an extensive quadrangular range of buildings, 
entered by a lofty gateAvay. Some of these contained a fcAV fine and 
lofty apartments, but the majority Avere mere small and domestic 
offices. The house itself of the Begum AA^as “ a most uninviting look- 
ing place, having neither a punkah to cool the air, nor a scrap of furni- 
ture to sef it off ; but Ave had to make the best of it."’^ It Avas, hoAvever, 
one of the safest spots in the entrenchments, and provided shelter for 
some of the officers’ Avives, and the Avomen and children of the garrison. 
An upper-storied house AAuthin the square AA-as used by the Commissariat 
to contain their stores. 

Directly beloAv Dr. Faj’rer’s house, on the east front, Avas the Finan- 
cial Commissioner’s office, a large tAAm-storied house Avhose enclosure 
Avail formed our line of defence. It AA^as commanded Avith great ability 
and courage by Captain Saunders, 13 th Native Infantry .f 

Separated from Saunders’ post by a narroAv lane Avas Sago’s house,J 
a small one-storied building, the enclosing aauiIIs and ground of Avhich 
were abandoned, and the defence confined to the house itself. A narroAv 
passage, to 'traverse Avhich proved fatal to many during the siege, led up 
to the J udicial Commissioner’s office, a large double-storied building 
situated on high ground. Here the outer wall, oAA'ing to the slojie of 
the ground, had to be abandoned, and a strong barricade of fascines and 
earth constructed This important position, which Avas greatly exposed 
to the enemy’s fire from the east, AA^as commanded by Captain Germ on, 
13th Nathm Infantry. Next to the Judici<al Commissioner’s office came 
Captain Anderson’s post, Avhich marked the southern boundary of the 
eastern front. Extending from the hospital front to Anderson’s house, 
it consisted of a series of houses situated on tAAm tiers : on the upper 
AA’^ere Fa3u’er’s house, the Post Office and the Judicial Commissioner’s 
office; on the loAver, immediately in front of them, were the Bailey 
Guard, the Financial office, and Sago^s house. ' 
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* “ A Widow’s Reminiscences of Lucknow,” page 1C. 

■}• Lieutenant-General McLeod Innes calls it Saunders’ Post : Mr. Gubbins and Mr. Rees 
speak of it as the Financial office outpost . — “ Saunders’ post was the scene of four successive 
mining attacks preparatory to the 5th September.” — ‘‘Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” by 
Lieutenant-General McLeod Innes, page 137. 

J “ Previous to the siege it was the residence of Mrs. Sago; the mistress of a Charity 
school.” — "Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 111. 
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The Post Office, one of the most imjDorbant positions in the 
entrenchments, was used as the barrack-room of a great portion of the 
soldiers. Besides affording shelter to several families it was the head- 
quarters of the Engineers, and a workshop was attached to it for . 
the manufacture of tools, and the prepara'tion of shells and fuses. In a 
sheltered corner of the Post Office, at its extremity on the right, Avas 
a battery Avhich swept the front of the Bailey Guard Gate, and in a 
measure protected Saunders’ post, and Sago’s garrison.* 

Captain Anderson’s small house, two stories in height, situated on 
rising ground, formed the south-eastern angle of our position, and 
from it to Gubbins’ house extended the south front. When the . 
Eesidency was being put into a state of defence, the wall of the enclo- 
sure round the house was thrown down, and a stockade erected in its 
place. Within the stockade was a ditch ; then a mound of about five 
feet ; then another deep ditch, Avith pointed bamboos j)laced at the 
bottom.t B}”^ the little outpost ran the CaAvnpore road, and having 
the enemy onl3>- a feAV yards from the house on the left, and in front, it 
Avas one of the most exposed outAVorks of the Avholc Residency posi- 
tion. The guns of the enem}^ Avere in position so as to keep, an 
incessant fire on it night and day.f The garrison consisted of nine 
privates and a sergeant of Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot, eight volunteers, 
a subaltern officer, and Captain Anderson, the gallant commander.|. 
Among the volunteers Avere Signor Barsotelli, an Italian, Monsieur 
Geoffre, a Frenchman, Avho displayed conspicuous courage during 
the siege, and Mr. W. Capper, of the Bengal Civil Seiwice, who 
Avent manfully to Avork Avith firelock and pouch, and did regular 
duty as a common soldier, and a precious good and attentive one 

* “ Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 109. 

"Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 155. 

"The Post Office position, from its projecting trace, not only in'ovided a strong frontal 
defence but also enfiladed the face of the Bailey Guard post, and in combination with the 
Redan on the North front, powerfully protected the north-cast angle of the position.” • 
“Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” by Licutenaut- General McLeod Innes, page 105. 

t “ A Personal Jouinal of the Siege of Lucknow, by Captain R. P. Anderson, 25tli Native 
Infantry, commanding an outpost,” page 31. 

t " But the principal means of defence on this side was a post, commanded by and named 
after Captain Anderson, 25th Native Infantry. It was severely handled, and almost, destroyed 
by the enemy. It was perhaps the most exposed post in the whole garrison, and the only on e 
called by the name of its own commander during the siege. — “ The Siege of Lucknow,” by 
The Hon. Lady Inglis, page 57. - , , 
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he Avas.” ^ • He afterAvards became second-in-command of that glorious 
post.f 

Below Captain Anderson’s house and communicating with it by a 
hole in the wall was the Gawnpore Battery, intended, by enfilading the 
Ca-wnpore road,, to bo a barrier to the approa’ch of mutineers from that 
toAvn, and, also to be the flank defence of the continuous line of build- 
ings Avhich formed the southern front. 

The fii'st of these buildings Avas the house of Mr. Deprat, a French 
merchant, aa^io did right good service during the siege. It Avas a 
single-storied building Avith a verandah, Avhich was noAV protected by 
a niud wall about six feet high, tAvo and-a-half feet thick, and pierced 
for musketry. 

Opposite Deprat’s house, a fcAv j^ards from the road, was Johannes’ 
house, so called, from the Armenian merchant AAdio OAAmed it. It had 
been intended to utilise it if possible, and if not, to bloAv it up at the 
last moment. But the untoAvard CAmnt of Chinhut brought on the 
_siege so rapidly that this was neglected to be done, and it was occupied 
by the enemy, “ Avhose riflemen could command from its upper stories 
- not only the CaAAmpore Battery, but Anderson’s garrison, the gaol, 
ban-acks, post office, and the entrance to the Begum Khotee.” | 

The AA’all before Mr. Deprat’s house parti}" protected by a palisade 
Avas continued till it joined the next building, Avhich was a native house 
belonging to a local banking firm. Here AA^ere located the boys of the 


•“After this, at my request, lie assisted me in my duties in the enpneity of an officer, 
and was accordingly relieved from sentry duty, although we both, of course, "turned out’ 
during every attack, with our mviskct and pouch, lie is an instance of a gentleman putting 
aside all pride, and subjecting himself (for the good of the State), to all manner of e.vposure, 
' danger, and fatigue, and acting under orders of a military officer whose rank, in a civil capacity', 
was under his own. I am also happy to add that wc never had a difference of opinion in duty 
matters throughout the siege. Mr. Capper was a Dcpuiy Commissioner, at a salary of 1,000 
rupees : he had the entire charge of a district.” — “ A Personal J oumal of the Siege of Lucknow,” 
by Captain R. P. Anderson, page S4. 

f “ Ml’. W. C. Capper, of the Civil Serv-icc, was the second in command of this glorious 
Anderson’s post” — “The Siege of Lucknow,” by The Hon. Lady Inglis, page 57. 

_ J “ The battery had then three guns, an 8-pounder facing the Cawnpore road, and 
a 9-pounder commanding Johannes’ house, which was right opposite Deprat’s. A third 
9-pounder was intended to sweep the road leading to tlic right towards Golagunge, past the 
King’s Hospital. Before the platform on which the large gun was placed, protected without 
by a stockade, and within by sandbags, was a trench leading past Captain Anderson’s compound 
wall.”- Siege of Lucknow,” by L, E. R. Rees, page 96. 
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Martiniere School * The house was single -storied, but it formed a 
good parapet protecting its glass roof, and its strong brick walls needed 
no further strengthening. A strong stockade had, however, been erec- 
ted in front of it, which extended.beyond the broad ipad that separated 
it from the King’s Hospital, a spacious and commanding building, whose 
lofty and well protected terrace overtopped all the neighbouring build- 
ings. The house was used as a mess by the officers of the Oudh force 
and Native Infantry regiments, and was known during the siege as the 
Brigade Mess.f It was under the command of a gallant old soldier, 
Colonel Master, who, on account of his habit of constantly hailing 
from the top, got the name of “ the Admiral.” | Being a lofty building 
our best rifle shots Avere able from the roof to cause the enemy consider- 
able annoyanee,'and here General Inglis had his head-quarters. Behind 
the main building and beyond its enclosure were two smaller enclo- 
sures, knoAvn as the first and second squares. The two inner courts 
Avere enclosed by Ioav, flat out-houses, Avhose small rooms afforded shelter 
to manj’^ families, ' 

Next to the Brigade Mess, and almost in a direct line with it, Avas 
a broad square encircled by flat-roofed buildings, Avhich, on account of 
its''"]gjffi’ occupied by the Sikh CaA^alry, under Lieutenant Hardinge, 
was strengthen 

these out-houses, and to enable thegl^.^f 

necessary, after the siege had begun, to erect af^® protections of 
sandbags, and boards. 

Behind the Sikh Square Avas a large parallelogram/'^®'™ f 

second Sikh Square, where the artillery bullocks were kf) 

/,q of the Sikh 


on 


was another square Avhere the horses of the 7th Light iL'V ' 

rally Avere tethered.? A broad road closed near its e- extremity 


Cavalry 

by a bank of earth and some palisades, Avith a 24-007^^ 

,1; , , , r ^ieparated the 


’ ®^^ind lioAvitzer 

placed so as to sweep any who forced the obstructions, / 


4 s in the 

* Claude Martin was a native of the city of Lyons, and served under LaU\ f 

mentof Lorraine. After Chandernagore was taken by Clive, he entered the 27“"“ “ / 
Nawabof Oudh, but wns allowed by the Company to retain his rank, and enjoy ^ 
He amassed a large fortune, the balk of which he left to founding charity' schools 
Calcutta, and his native city. 

t “The Mutinies in Oudh,” liy Martin Gubbins, page 156. 

" Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E, R, Rees, page 9g. 

X “The Siege of Lucknow,” by Lady Inglis, page 5G. 

§ “ Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 99, 
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Second Sikh Square , and Horse Square from the eastern wall of the 
grounds of Gubbins^ House. At the First Sikh Square, and the south 
wall of Gubbius’ House, was a re-entering piece of ground, covered 
with the ruins of native houses, which afforded convenient starting 
points and shelters for the enemy : indeed, along the whole length of 
the southern front, from Anderson’s to Gubbins’ battery, the ground 
was covered with ruined buildings, and the enemy lay not more than 
thirty or forty feet froih our position.* 

At the south-west corner of the entrenchments, where the out- 
houses which covered the grounds of Mr. Gubbins’ house made a re- 
entering angle, was erected, on a lower level, a batteiy, projecting some 
distance beyond the boundary, and thus flanking the two sides of the 
enclosure, and menacing the whole surrounding area. A passage led 
from the battery to the grounds, in the centre of which stood the house, 
two stoi’ies in height f and solidly built of masomy. On the southern 
side a spacious and handsome portico marked the principal front, and 
beyond it soared a lofty forest tree, covered in spring with pale yellow 
blossoms. During the siege its colossal trunk and massive branches 
interrupted many a round shot : day by day the boughs were shot away 
till little but the stem remained. As a huge branch came crashing 
douni, an old Sikh soldier remarked : “ It has repaid all the Company’s 
salt.” The battered trunk of the old tree still stands before the 
ruins of the house, a striking memorial of the great siege. 

At first it Avas hardly anticipated that Mr. Gubbins’ outpost could 
be held, and the Engineers constructed a Avooden bridge, by Avhich the 
inmates might retire to the groiinds of Mr. Ommanney’s liouse, across 
the narrow lane Avhich separated the twm estates. Gubbins’ house Avas 


* " It was on this (south) front tliut the enemy really lay closest to our position, not being 
•more than thirty or forty feet distant from it along its whole length ; but the ground was 
so entirely covered with ruins, that though they were sheltered, they had no facilities for 
movement. These ruins protected the front of the buildings from artillery fire.” — “ Lucknow 
and Oudh in the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant- General McLeod Innes, page 105. 

t " The garden in the centre of which was the house of Jlr. Gubbins, the Financial 
Commissioner, was hounded to the south by the Golagunge road, and by the walls of a house 
known as Young Johannes. These were commanded by outhouses belonging to Mr. Gubbins’ 
yard, those to the left being guarded by our Sikhs, from whose roofs a low earth wall covered 
with, sandbags enabled them to fire. Those to the right, and separated by a high wall from 
he former, which they otherwise resembled, had in them a passage leading to a half-moon 
■ j erected by Mr. Gubbins at his own expense, but for the cost of which he was about 
“le remunerated.” — " Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E, R. Rees, page 100. 


Gubbins’ 

House 


8 



58 


INTRODUCTION 


Evans’ 

Battery 


Innes’ 

Post 


used as the officers’ hospital, and in Ommanney’s several families found 
shelter. On the west face, where the outbuildings of Gubbins’ resi- 
dence ended, the defence consisted of only a 9-pounder gun, with a low 
bank in front of it.* The defence from thence consisted of the outer 
walls of three ranges of quadrangular buildings, the slaughter-houses, 
the sheep-house, and the servants’ quarter, and at either end of the 
range, two batteries had been constructed, but had not been finished 
when the siege began. The first, however, was the least exposed, owing 
to the nature of the ground, which was broken and rugged, and sloped 
right down to a ravine which the enemy never dared to cross. 

Some little distance below the north-west angle of the sheep-house 
on a wide expanse of ground dotted with lofty trees and a wall 
around it, stood the Church, a building fashioned after the model 
of the Eoyal Chapel at Eton. The close had not been used as a place 
of interment, but the sacred enclosure was destined to be soon filled 
with the remains of some of England’s noblest dead.f 

Where the road began to descend to the Church was erected a 
battery of three guns, viz., one 18-pounder and two 9-pounders, which, 
from having been commanded during the siege by Captain Evans, was 
known as Evans’ battery. J It protected not only the Church and its 
enclosure, but it also flanked the south side of Innes’ Post, and provid- 
ed a good frorital defence. 

Immediately beyond the Church and cemetery, connected with the 
main position by a neck of land, was Innes’ Post, which formed our 
extreme outwork on the north-Avest. The house was single-storied, Avith 
a flat roof and had once been the residence of Lieutenant McLeod limes- 
of the Engineers, Avheuce its name. A portion of the front was defended 


* “ Still further to the rear was Ommanney’s house, protected towards the "Bhoosa en- 
trenchments, in the event of their being taken by the enemy, by a deep ditch and a hedge of 
cactus, and fortified, should Gubbins’ outpost be carried by the rebels, by' a couple of guns, 
intended to sweep the road leading to it and to the Sikh Square.” — “Siege of Lucknow,” by 
L. B. R. Rees, page 101. 

t‘‘ There is really a very pretty little Gothic Church, considering its date, 1810.” 

“Memoir of the Rev. H. S. Polehampton,” page 79. “ Close to the Residency is the church, 
covered iu with trees, standing in a large walled-in space, not a churchyard ; we don’t bury in 
or near churches in India. As I have already said, it is by no means an ugly, though not a 
correct church. I regret to say that the east window is a sham ; perhaps I shall have it opened 
some day ; and what look like aisles on each side are used as verandahs, in which stand the 
natives who pull the punkahs,” page 86. 

$ Captain Evans was, when the revolt broke out, Deputy Commissioner of Purwa. 
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by a palisade, and on the north a low mud wall separated it from 
the enemy’s position. Beyond the walls lay some low-lying ground, 
covered with long grass and plantain trees, where the enemy had their 
Garden Battery. To the right, almost within a stone throw, was a 
lofty natural mound, covered with trees, and old tombs, where the 
enemy also planted some guns. The fire from Innes’ Post was, however, 
only musketry, for it was considered too exposed for a battery to 
be constructed there with any security, and the guns of Evans, and 
the Redan battery, afibrded it considerable protection. 

On the north face, not far from Evans’ guns, in a corner of the 
Residency garden, was the Redan, the most strongly fortified and 
complete battery of the whole entrenchment. Erected on an open 
space of high, ground, and constructed in the form of a half-moon, its 
three guns commanded, not only the river face, and the houses in 
the Captains’ Bazaar, but flanked the Avhole north front. A line of 
earthworks, surmounted by sandbags, Avith a ditch inside, connected 
the Redan AAuth the Water Gate, Avhere two 9-pounder guns Avere 
placed, thus completing the line of defence. It consisted, as Ave have 
seen, of four fronts, each extending for about a quarter of a mile in 
length, and it Avas continuous ; for wherever there aaus not a Avail, or 
a building duly loopholed, there Avere scarped revetments and parapets, 
Avith ditches fronted by obstructions. But in many places there Avas 
no obstruction sufficient to bar an enemy, if he had possessed 
sufficient intrepidity to storm it in the face of a heavy fire. ' The 
extent and feebleness of the fortifications made a large garrison 
necessary, but the garrison Avas eA’^en Aveaker than the defences. It 
consisted of only 1,720 fighting men ; and against them was the vast 
population of a turbulent city, and a large force of highly trained 


* “Tho Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 160. 

“ The Redan Battery flanked the -wbole of this front with artillery fire, and also, in combi- 
nation with the guns along -the curtain, afforded a powerful frontal defence.” — "Lucknow and 
Oudh in the Mutiny,” by Lieuten.mt-General McLeod Innes, page 106. 

" Fortunately, this part was completely commanded by the Redan, the best, most strongly 
fortified, and most complete battery of the whole garrison, erected by Captain Fulton, one of 
our very best engineer officers, who deserved the greatest praise for the scientific manner in 
which he constructed it. The whole of the river side, and tho buildings on the opposite banks, 
could be played on with our cannon from here : and in the event of an attack, both . tho north 
and cast as well as the west sides could bo swept with our grape from the two 18-pounders 
and Q.pounder on it. It was in the form of more than three-quarters of a circle, and was eleva- 
ted considerably above the street below. ” — "Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E. 11. Rees, page 105. 
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fighting men.* The Redan and Cawnpore batteries were the only two 
outposts entirely garrisoned by British soldiers. The Hospital, the 
Treasury Garrison, and the Sikh Squares, were held by Native troops, 
and never did a body of men display more conspicuous bravery and 
hearty loyalty. The garrisons in the other posts were composed of about 
equal numbers of British soldiers, sepoys, and volunteers. The volun- 
teers, chiefly clerks unaccustomed to the use of firelocks, were men of 
all ages, sizes and figures ; and the novel situation of a greater part of 
them was often the source of merriment to their professional comrades. 
A stout Eurasian volunteer of middle age, in some distress of mind,- 
asked his commander : — “ What are we to do sir, if we are charged by 
elephants ?” The startling and difficult question was wisely answered : — 
“Whether able to keep off such huge animals or not, Government 
expected each individual to make the atternpt.'” A young volunteer was 
in a great state of anxiety how to present arms when his post was 
visited by Grand Rounds. Signor Barsotelli however consoled him by 
saying : “ Never mind, sir, make a leetle noise ; who is to see in the dark 
Another night when the brave Italian was suddenly called out from a 
sound sleep he exclaimed : “ I think these grand oflficers do this for 
their own amusement.” Nothing however kei^t the Signor from the 


* The 1,720 included — 

British officers (including medical) ... 

British non-commissioned officers and men 

Christian drummers ... 

Volunteers (being all civilians capable of bearing arms) ... 

... 133 

... 671 

51 

153 

Native troops 

Total Christians 

**• *' ••• 

... 1,008 
... 712 

- 

Grand total 

... 1,720 

The 1,2S0 non-combatants were — 

Christian women 

„ children ... 

„ boys 

„ others 

••• 

... 240 

270 

50 

40 

Natives 

Total 

K 

... 600 

680 


Grand total 

.. 1,280 



INTRODUCTION 


61 


performance of his duty. “ In another moment there he stood with a 
musket in one hand and a double-barrelled rifle in the other ; at his 
side was a huge cavalry sword and pendant over his breast hung his 
ammunition pouch, resembling very much an Italian hand organ. This 
latter part of the Signor’s military equipment was rather in his way 
than otherwise ; but he did not exactly know where else to put it ; and he 
was not a little pleased when told that the pouch of the English soldier 
is worn at the back. What with a gun in both hands and a huge 
sword constantly getting between his legs, he had quite enough to do 
without the extra anxiety’’ about the horrid cartridge pouch, which con- 
tained some sixty rounds of balled ammunition into the bargain.” Laid 
under discipline, and taught the elements of the military art, the 
majority of volunteers proved potent soldiers. All ranks, and all 
classes, civilians, officers, clerks, and soldiers, bore an equal part in the 
fatigue and labours of the siege. All together descended into the mine : 
all together handled the shovel for the interment of the putrid bullock : 
and all accoutred with musket and bayonet relieved each other on 
sentr}", without regard to the distinctions of rank, civil or military.* 
All were actuated with the same spirit and determination that they 
would rather perish than surrender the place. 

After the two garrisons had been concentrated without any loss in 
the Residenc}' Entrencliment, Sir Henry Lawrence jwoceeded personally 
to superintend the arrangements for distributing and posting the Muchee 
Bbawun force, and placing the field-pieces in position. He visited every 
post, however exposed its position, however hot the fire directed against 
it, and impressed upon the garrison Avhat it had to do, and encouraged 
the men by kindly speech. 

The day had well advanced before he returned to his quarters, and, 
thoroughly worn out by forty hours’ continuous strain and anxiety, threw 
himself on his bed to rest. But no amount of toil or weariness could 
diminish his forethought, and from his couch he requested Captain 
Wilson, the Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, to draw up a memo- 
randum as to how the rations were to be distributed. The Residency 
had now become a special target for the enem3', and on the previous 

* “Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 45. 

“ I saw Mr. Couper, the Secretary to the Chief Coihmissipncr, aided by three or four 
other civilians between tbe intervals of ' sentry go, ’ laboring with spade and shovel in heat 
and in rain, in the revolting task of burying the putrid carcases of bullocks, and I have felt 
most grateful for his example and strong right arm in laboring at the shafts and mines of the 
Brigade Mess,” — “Narrative of the Mutinies in Oudb,” by Captain G. Hutchinson, page 132. 





Sir Henry 

Larfrence 

wounded 


62 INTRODUCTION 


day a shell had been thrown from the 8-inch horntzer, which the enemy 
had captured at Ohinhut, into Sir Henry’s apartment. He and Mr. 
Oouper were in the room at the time, and it burst between them, 
without injury to either. His staff now entreated Sir Henry to remove 
to a more sheltered spot. He laughingly said that sailors always con- 
sidered the safest place in a ship to be that where the shot had last 
made a hole, and he did not consider that the enemy had an artillery- 
man so good a marksman as to put another shell into that small room. 
Later in the day, however, some more shot having entered the top 
storey of the Residency, his staff again pressed Sir Henry to remove to 
the apartments below, and to allow his papers to be moved. He 
promised that he would next day. When Captain Wilson was leaving 
the room to write the memorandum, he reminded Sir Henry of this 
promise. “ He said he was very tired and would rest a couple of hours, 
and that then he would have his things moved.” Captain Wilson, in 
about half an hour, returned with the memorandum. Standing by 
the bed of Sir Henry he proceeded to read what he had written. It was 
not quite in accordance with the Chiefs wishes : he began to explain, 
but the sentence was never finished. A shell came whizzing and 
shrieking into the room, a sheet of flame rose into the air and a shower 
of iron descended stretching Wilson stunned to the earth. When he 
arose he could see nothing owing to the air being full of smoke and 
dust. He cried out — “ Sir Henry, are you hurt ?” All AVas still. 
TAvice he called : then faintly the ansAver came — ‘‘ I am killed.” 
When the sulphurous cloud rolled aAvay, Captain Wilson saw the white 
coverlet on Avhich his chief lay crimson Avith blood. Some soldiers of 
the 32nd now rushed in to the assistance of Sir Henry. A messenger 
Avas sent post-haste for a surgeon, Avho, on arriving, found him laid 
on a table in the drawing-room, surrounded by several officers. The 
stricken man opened his eyes, and asked — " Hoav long have I to live ?” 
Dr. Fayrer replied he hoped for some time ; but on moving the _ torn 
clothes and examining the wound, he kneAv that it Avas fatal. A piece of 
shell had passed through and torn to shreds the upper part of the left 
thigh. After the examination was over. Sir Henry asked again hoAV 
long he had to live, and pressed for a reply. The surgeon answered : 
“ He thought about forty-eight hours.” Then, owing to the increasing 
fire of the enemy, they removed him to Dr. Fayrer’s house, Avhich Avas 
more sheltered from their artillery. They laid him in the northern 
verandah. A consultation was held, and the medical men decided that 
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even amputation at the hip joint offered no hope of saving life.*' 
Nothing could be done but to alleviate sufifering. The rebels had learnt 
what had occuiTed, and whither the Chief had been removed, and 
they smote the house with a smashing fire. 

As his time drew near, Sir Henry asked to receive the Lord’s 
Supper ; and ' in the open verandah, -with the shells hissing through 
the air, and the pillars crashing to the stroke of the bullets, the holy 
rite was performed. When it was ended, with a calm fortitude which 
excited the admiration of those about him, he appointed his successor 
and gave detailed instructions as to the conduct of the defence. j" He 

* “ About 9 A.M. of tbe 2nd of July, I -was summoned by Captain Edgell, then officiating 
as Military Secretary, to see Sir Henry, wlio, he said, had been dnngerously wounded. I 
hastened down, and found him on a bed in the north verandah of Dr. Fnyrer’s house. The 
bed was surrounded by all his staff, his nephew, and the principal persons of the garrison, 
among whom not a dry eye could bo seen. 

“It has never fallen to my lot to witness such a scene of sorrow. ‘While we clustered 
round Sir Henry’s bed the enemy were pouring a licavy musketry fire upon the place, and 
bullets were striking the outside of the pillars of the verandah in which we were collected. 
Sir Henry’s attenuated frame, and the severe nature of the injury, at once decided the medical 
men not to attempt amputation ; but it was necessary to stay the bleeding by applying the 
tourniquet, and the agony which this 'caused was fearful to behold. It was impossible to 
avoid sobbing like a child.” — “The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M, Gubbins, page 198. 

“I e-xamined his wound,” wrote Dr. Fayrer, in a letter to a friend, “and found thatu large 
fragment of the shell had shattered the upper part of the thigh-bone, passing through the 
thigh and gluteal region of the left side. I believe also that the bones of the pelvis wore 
injured. The femoral artery was not injured, as the wound was behind it. I immediately 
applied the necessary bandages to staunch the bleeding, which was not very profuse, and sup- 
ported the fractured limb with bandagesjand pillows ns much ns possible. As ho was faint 
and distressed by the shock, I gave him stimulants freely ... Of course, I consulted 
other medical men — among them Dr. Partridge and Dr. Ogilvic, who also remained with him 
constantly — as to tbe propriety, or possibility, of an operation ; but all agreed with mo that 
the injury was of too grave a character to leave any hope of recovery. Indeed, as I was satisfied 
that the pelvis was fractured, I never entertained the idea of amputation at the hip joint. I 
moreover believe that had the thigh-bone only been fractured. Sir Henry could not have borne 
the shock of an amputation which would thus only have shortened his valuable life.” 

f “During the time that Sir H. Lawrence was in my house .before his death he talked 
frequently in an impressive but excited way, and amongst other tilings that he said, as his 
thoughts travelled from one subject to another, one which seemed to be most present to him 
was the causes of the Mutiny and that'which led to the troubles in which we were now involved. 
He spoke of the injudicious method in which Native landholders had been dealt with by the 
Government and amongst other things, he said more than once with much emphasis : ‘ It was 
the John Lawrences, the Thomasons, the Edmonstones (and others) who brought India to this.’ 
This I heard distinctly. There were one or two others about the bed, but I cannot remember 
who they were,” — “MS. Diary of Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart.” 
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earnestly exhorted them to preserve internal tranquillity, to economize 
their ammunition and the supplies, to protect the women and children 
from all evil, to exert themselves indefatigably to rouse, and sustain 
the spirit of the garrison, to never treat with the enemy, and on no 
account to surrender. He expressed his wishes with regard to his 
children, sending loving messages to them. The children of the - 
British soldiers, who had been the special object of his charity, 
he recommended to the care of his country. His fancy then reverted 
to the happy days of his own childhood spent with his mother. 
He spoke often of the devoted wife who had gone before him, and 
he repeated the sacred texts Avhich had been their guide and their 
comfort. In the hour of rebellion there came home to him, whose . 
heart AA'^as full of compassion and charity for ail humanity — the Avords 
inscribed on her tomb ; To the Lord our God belong mercies and 
forgivenesses, though Ave have rebelled against Him.” He expressed a , 
Avish to be buried “ Avithout any fuss,” and to be laid in the same grave 
as the British soldier ; and he desired that no epitaph should be placed 
on his tomb, but this : “ Here lies Henry LaAvrence, AA’-ho tried to do 
his duty. May God have mercy on him.” 

During the first day he Avas Avounded Sir Henry’s mind Avas clear 
and he spoke a great deal. On the following morning he had to be 
removed to a less exposed spot in the house,* and in fhe forenoon, 
though suffering intense agony, he often repeated the psalms and prayers 
read to him. Then his strength began SAviftly to ebb and he 

scarcely spoke at all. On Saturday, the 4th of July, as the sunrise 
broadened, “ the shadow of death is turned into the morning,” f and the 
happy release Avas expressed on the Aveary but joyful face. “1 came 
into the room,” Avrote one who attended him in his last moments, 

“ a minute after he had breathed his last : his expression Avas so happy 
one could not but rejoice that his pain was over.” 

Thus closed the life of a noble and matchless gentleman. Henry 
Lawrence was above all a devout man. From his trust 'in a loving 
God he derived guidance through life, and support and consolation in 
the dark hours of its close. But Avhile his soul Avas full of piety, he 

" AVe removed him to the drawing room after a time as the verandah became more and 
more exposed to the fire, and I was with him constantly doing all I could with chloroform to 
relieve him.” — “ MS. Journal of Sir Joseph Fayrer.” 

t Then as the sunrise broadened upon the hills Christian said : “ He hath turned the 
shadow of death into the morning,” 
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was no narrow, morbid fanatic ; but a man of the sunniest cheerfulness 
whose pure courteous nature was not without the imperious spirit 
that fits a ruler of men. The wise precautions he early took to lay 
in pro^dsions, and concentrate the military stores in the Residency are 
witnesses of his strong masculine sense. He had a statesman’s quick- 
ness of perception, and a profound knowledge of human nature, which 
enabled him to govern with success great provinces, and to win the 
love and confidence of alien subject races. His intellect was chiefly 
distinguished for its vigour and activity ; and though he was prone to 
draw his conclusions somewhat rapidly they generally proved correct. 
He was a statesman soldier, and he jjossessed the soldier’s great 
virtues — unfailing courage, constancy in disaster, devotion to duty, 
and hopefulness in defeat. 

A few hours after the death of Sir Henry Lawrence four soldiers 
were summoned to move the couch on which the corpse lay. Before 
they lifted it one of them raised the coverlet, and stooping down kissed 
the forehead of his dead General, and all the rest did the same. 
In the evening they earned him to the churchyard, and obej^ing his 
last behest they laid him in a rude grave, side by side with some 
private soldiers, who also had given their lives for their country. 
Amidst the booming of the enemy’s cannon, and the rattle of their 
musketr}^ a hurried prayer was read by the chaplain, who alone could 
be present, for the stern necessity of the hour sj)ared no soldier to pay 
militar}’^ honours to the lost leader. 

Sir Henry Lawi'ence on his deathbed directed * that Major Banks, 
Commissioner of Lucknow, should fulfil the functions of Chief Com- 
missioner and that Colonel Inglis, Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment, com- 
manding all the troops, and Major Anderson, Chief Engineer, should be 
a military consul. 

Major Banks belonged to the Bengal Army and like Henry 
Lawrence was one of the^ great line of statesmen soldiers who have 

* " Saturday, July 4tli. Our most honored chief. Sir Henry LavTrence, k.c.b., has gone to 
his rest, therefore, under his last orders, delivered before many gentlemen while he was in the 
full possession of his faculties. Major Banks, Brigadier Inglis and Major Anderson assume 
substantively the functions which they have since the 2nd instant received provisionally. It in 
generally known, and Mr. Couper, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, can establish the fact, 
that some time before his death, Sir Henry Lawrence had represented to Government that in 
his opinion the public safety would be best consulted by routine being set aside and by 
Major Banks being appointed to act as Chief Commissioner (provisionally) assisted by Colonel 
Inglis and Major Anderson.” — “Narrative of the Mutinies in Oudh,” by G. Hutchinson, page 
125. 
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SO materially aided in the establishment and adniinistration of our- 
Indian Empire. He won the applause and approval of every civil and 
military authority under whom he served, and his prudence and ability 
as a civilian was only equalled by his ardour and bravery in the field. ' 

But the garrison had scarcely recovered the loss of Sir Henry 
when it had to mourn the death of Major Banks who received a bullet 
through his head while examining a critical outpost on the 21st 
July, and died without a groan.* “ Capable of undergoing incessant 
fatigue,” wrote a member of the garrison, “ both of mind and body, 
he gave confidence to all, as much by his bodily presence where danger 
was most imminent, as by his sound, firm, and judicious orders.” f 
General Inglis now declared the 'military authority to be paramount 
and no successor was appointed to Major Banks in the office of Chief 
Commissioner. 

Lieutenant-Colonel John Inglis who now assumed chief command 
had five and twenty years before joined the 32nd Regiment at Quebec 
as an Ensign, and his whole service had been passed in 'the regiment. 
He first saw active service during the Canadian insurrection in 1831 
and was present at the action of St. Denis and St. Eustache. Accom- 
panying the gallant corps to India he was present during the two sieges 
of Mooltan, and in the attack (12th September 1846) on the enemy’s 
position in front of the breaches he commanded the right column and 
did an important service. He commanded the 32nd at Surjkhoond 
and took a conspicuous part in the final storm and capture of Mooltan. 
He was present at the action of Cheniole and at the battle of Goojerat. 

For his services in the Punjab campaign he was made a Brevet- 
Lieuteuant-Colonel, and he was in command of the 32nd when that 


* "21st July. Major Banks was killed to-day on the top of Mr. Gubbins’ house; 
he was exposing himself too* much, being a gallant soldier, and forgetting how much more 
valuable his head was than his hands. Yesterday, during the attack, ho was going about carrying 
shot and shell. John wrote to him a strong letter on the subject, reminding him how valuable 
his life was, and of the loss he would be were he to be killed or disabled. He was an excellent 
man, zealous, active, and clear-headed, and his death at this particular time was most deeply 
felt.” — " The Siege of Lucknow,” by the Hon. Lady Inglis, page 80. 

Describing the attack on the Cawnpore Battery, 20th July, Captain Anderson writes : " Poor 
Major Banks came up and cheered us during the hottest fire and wo were glad to see him.” 

“ Major Banks was a leader in whom we had every confidence, far-seeing, careful, and 
brave.”—" Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page ICO. 

"Narrative of the Mutinies in Oudh,” by G. Hutchinson, page 132. 

The siege went on, and poor Banks was shot. Peace be to his ashes. I lost a good 
friend, and the Government one of its best servants.”—" Cantain FuUoti’r MS. Dinw ” 
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corps marclied into Lucknow in January 1857. A strict disciplinai’ian 
and a brave soldier, he was generall)^ and justly, beloved on account of 
his unassuming demeanour and rvarmth of heart. It was due to his 
tact and personal influence that the diverse elements of which the 
gaiTison was composed were kept in harmonious working order. 

No sooner had General Inglis taken the chief military command 
than he proceeded to provide for the order and defence of the entrench- 
ment. All capable of bearing arms were distributed among the differ- 
ent garrisons. Commandants were appointed, and no man was allowed 
to leave his post without special permission, and he was strictly enjoined 
to keep under cover, always to be on the alert, and never to fire a shot 
unless he could sec his man. But it \vas a difficult task to prevent the 
men from exposing themselves. As a soldier of the 32nd remarked, 
‘It’s not in the way of Englishers to fight behind walls.’ It was also 
commanded that a continuous and sharp watch should be kept at every 
gaiTison, and a special post of observation was established at a high 
storey of the Besidency, whence every movement of the enemy’s troops 
could be seen, and promptly reported. Special officers were appointed 
to assist the Commissariat officers in doling out supplies of food to 
every member of the garrison. Loose animals maddened by hunger or 
thirst had to be secured, and those that were wounded had not to be 
killed but suffer a worse fate — driven out of the enti'enchments. “ One 
poor horse of mine,” -wrote the brave commander of Anderson’s post 
“ had his leg broken ; I had, therefore, to creep upon my hands and 
knees to cut the rope he was fastened by, and then I found the poor 
brute could not walk. However, no time was to be lost ; so I got a 
person to prick him up in the rear, whilst another pulled at the head- 
rope ; thus on throe legs, and actually hopping along, this poor horse 
was driven out of the place. All we dreaded was their dying, and our 
having no means of removing them.” * The stench from the horses 
and bullocks that died became so pestilential that fatigue parties were 
told off to bury their carcases, and officers who had been exposed to a 
fearful sun in the trenches all day were often out till twelve and one in 
the morning engaged in the loathsome task. “ My cold,” writes one, 
“ is worse. Grubbing about in wet holes making receptacles for dead 
bullocks and dead horses does not conduce to its improvement. Pretty 
employment this for the educated youth of the nineteenth centur 3 ^ 

* “A Peraonal Joumal of the Siege of Lucknow,” by Captain R, P, Anderson, page .59. 
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But necessity has no law; and we all, great or small, work hard at the 
spade as well as at the musket.” * 

The operations now commenced in earnest. The besiegers began 
by battering the outposts. On the first day three of the houses fell. 
Mr. Capper was in the act of firing out of a loophole on the verandah 
of Anderson’s post when a shot struck one of the pillars and down it 
came burying him under some three or four feet of masonry. The 
garrison hearing the crash rushed to the assistance of their com-, 
rade. A low voice was heard saying “ I^m alive ! Get me out. Give 
me air for God’s sake.” “ It is impossible to save him I” cried one. A 
voice came from the tomb, “ It is possible if you try.” “ We set to 
work at once, and a long and tedious affair it was. First ive had to 
displace huge pieces of masonry, and, as we did this, the broken bricks 
and lime kept filling up the little air-holes, and poor Mr. Capper was 
constantly obliged'to call out for ‘more air.’ During this time, be it 
remembered, the enemy kept up an incessant fire of round shot and 
musketry on the spot, knowing that we were working there ; and all 
we had to protect us was about six inches of the wall, that just covered 
our bodies, as we lay flat on our stomachs, and worked away with both 
hands. After labouring for three-quarters of an hour, and when we 
were all quite exhausted, we managed to get the whole of Mr. Capper’s 
body partly free ; whereupon we set to work to get his legs out, and it 
was some little time before we could enable him to move his lower 
limbs. Throughout all this, a corporal, named Oxenham, of Her 
Majesty’s 32nd Begiment, behaved most nobly, and exposed himself 
considerably, so as to expedite the work of digging out our unfortunate 
volunteer, whose appearance amongst us seemed like as if one had 
risen from the gi-ave — we fully expected, at least, to have found that 
all his limbs had been broken ; whereas, on the contrary, he had merely 
a few bruises, and felt faint.” 

The cannonade on Anderson’s house grew more and more severe; 
. A round shot carried away almost the greater part of the parapet 
round the roof, and went clean through the body of a Sikh who 
was in the act of firing. “The poor fellow never moved, .the shot had 
made a hole of four inches in diameter in his chest, and had passed 
through his back.” As round shot and shell began to sweep the top 
rooms from end to end the garrison had to abandon the upper defences 


*“ Siege of Luclcnow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 138. 
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and retire to the lower storey. Gubbins’ house and the Residency fast 
became a crumbling mass of ruins. 

During a short time the garrison, the majority of whom had never 
heard a shot fired, seemed to be discomposed by the roar of the artilleiy 
and the crash of falling houses. But familiarity with danger and 
horror produced in a few da3's the natural effect. The women began 
bj^ keeping watch in turn, ‘ being very nervous and expecting some 
dreadful catastrophe to happen,’ but thej^ soon got braver, and ‘ voted 
there was no necessity for anyone to keep awake who had not someone 
to watch, over/ The children began to play with the bullets as with 
marbles, laughingly^ dropping them when too hot and had to be driven 
back from the perilous positions into which they loved to run. One 
little fellow got so used to the cannonade that on his way home 
when the ships’ guns were fired, and all the other children were 
frightened, he clapped his hands and hun-ahed.* The heart of the 
garrison was not only steeled to resistance but they had the spirit often 
to act on the offensive. On the 7th of July the first sally was 
made. It w'as directed against Johannes’ house. The tuii’et of that 
building had been occupied by a body of the enemy’s riflemen who 
by their "fire rendered not only the Cawnpore battery useless, but 
scattered death far and w'ide, their bullets frequently entering even 
the hospital windows. The commander of the band was one of the 
ex-Viceroy’s African eunuchs called by the British soldiers “ Bob the 
Nailer ” on account of the unerring certainty with which he used his 
double-barrelled rifle. About noon our guns opened a heavy fire on 
the besiegers to detract their attention. A hole w^as made in the wall 
near the Martiniere only sufficiently large to admit one man getting 
out at a time. Silently fifty men belonging to the 32nd and twenty 
Sikhs crept through it. The party commanded by Captain Lawrence, 
32nd, Captain Mansfield, Ensign Green, 13th Native Infantry, and 


* “ It was curious to see how the children’s plays and amusements harmonized with what 
was going on around us. They would make balls of earth, and throwing them against the 
wall, would say they were shells bursting. Johnnie fell down one day, and getting up very 
dusty said : ’ They'll say I have been mining.’ ” — " The Siege of Lucknow,” by Lady Inglis, 
page 144. 

"Even the little children in Lucknow now began to think like soldiers, and they became, 
as it were, fond of ‘ the game of war.’ I heard one urchin, of four or five years, say to 
another, 'You fire round shot, and I’nL return shell from my battery.’ ” — "A Personal Journal 
of the Siege of Lucknow,” by Captain R. P. Anderson, page 96. 
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Ensign Studdy formed beneath the walls. Then led by Studdy they 
dashed across the road ; swiftly were the powder bags thrown before 
the door of the house, a loud explosion and blazing splinters were sent 
flying through the air. The rebels taken by surprise attempted fliglit 
but twenty-two were killed. However, before the Engineer could 
arrange the poAvder bags for the complete demolition of the house the 
enemy returned in such force that the Brigadier who could not afford 
to diminish his scanty garrison recalled the party. 

Four Avere Avounded, one only, Private Cuney of the Band, severe!}'. 
Brave to recklessness, Cuney AA’as eager for every daring outbreak and 
every perilous adventure. Accompanied by a sepoy Avho adored him 
he used to creep out of the entrenchment, and his expeditions AA'ere as 
remarkable for their success as for the daring Avith Avhich they Avere 
accomplished. He, accompanied by his faithful companion, on one 
occasion crept into a battery of the enemy’s, and spiked their guns. 
On his return he Avas confined in the guard-room for having left his 
post without orders, but they had to let Cuney out when there was 
fighting to be done. The bullet did not seem to have been cast that 
could kill him. He Avas often Avounded, but he used to leave his bed to 
volunteer for a sortie, Cuney’s work of fighting Avith the rebels Avas 
only over after the supreme danger had passed, and the garrison had 
been relieved. He Avas killed in a sortie made soon after' General 
Havelock’s arrival — a melancholy but fitting end for such a man. 

The success of the first sortie produced a good effect on the troops. 
Two days after a few fresh soldiers of the 32nd made another sally, 
spiked a gun and killed many of the besiegers. The siege had noAV. 
lasted ten days and the heavy cannonade and musketry fire of the enemy 
had never ceased night or day. " I used to Avonder, " wrote Captain 
Fulton, “ hoAv one got off in such a continued fire as Avas kept up, and 
though one did not see much yet a dozen casualties occurred daily and 
our Europeans dwindled off fast. A number of bloodthirsty Mussulmen, 
and the Africans Avho lost so much in the annexation, have kept the 
closest Avatch and killed all Avho exposed themselves in their neighbour- 
hood. Some most Avonderful shots there are among them, and many 
an officer’s hat shoAVs the close shooting of these chaps all around with 
double rifles.’^ Many of the soldiers in passing from one side of the 
entrenchment to the other were hit by the rebel marksmen, and many 
of the co'ok-bo3's who had to take the men's dinners to the various 
garrisons AA'ere shot No spot Avas safe. The Kev'. Mr. PolehamjAton 
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was severely, wounded in the hospital and Miss Palmer^ the daughter 
of Colonel Palmer, was shot in the leg in the Residency. The limb 
had to be amputated, and she survived the operation only a few 
days. She was'perfectly calm and resigned. Her father seemed to be 
her only care. “ Poor girl, she had come out from England but a few 
months before, and was then, at bright seventeen, looking forward with 
vivid hopefulness to her Indian life.” Alajor Francis, 13th Native In- 
iiintry, who commanded the Brigade Mess, had both his legs smashed by 
a round shot. “ The calm manner in which he bore his misfortune 
gained him the sympathies of all. Not a murmur escaped him, his 
only anxiety being a hope that the authorities would bear testimony 
that he had performed his dut3^” * Brysen, formerly Sergeant-Major of 
the 16th Lancers, a brave soldier greatly respected, was shot through 
the head while endeavouring to strengthen his post. Just outside the 
portico of the hospital a lad of sixteen bclongiug to the Artillery having 
his leg hit by a round shot called out, “ Oh Lord, my poor leg." 
He however grew too weak to endure amputation and his young life 
swiftly ebbed away. A number of other gallant fellows were also laid 
each night in the churchyard. “ A coverlet formed the wrapper in which 
the body was committed to the earth. As you approach the graveyard 
you observe probably half a dozen other unhappy individuals all waiting 
mth their dead for burial. The clergyman has now completed the 
service and the bodies are laid in rows and soon follow the awful words 
‘ Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.’ ’• f 

The enem}’’ had now erected their batteries and some twenty or 
twenty-five guns of large calibre encircled the entrenchment and directed 
a searching fire on it. Owing to their extreme proximity, some being 
within fifty yards of the defence, it was impossible to silence them by 
shells and they were established in places where heavy guns could not 
reply to them. Barricades erected wdth much ingenuity and perseve- 
rance also prevented their being silenced by musketry, and narrow 
trenches so effectually concealed the gunners that their hands could 
only be seen in the act of loading. The batteries of the enemy were 
not only well placed but their fire was generally precise. At the 


* “ MS. Diary of Sir Joseph Paper, Bart.” 

+ “ Harris has hard work and he does it nobly, five- or six funerals every night in the Resi- 
dency churchyard, and as it is under fire the service is one of great danger.” — ” MS. Diary of 
Sir Jo6cj)h rajTer, Bart.” 
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commencement of the siege the rebels were somewhat short of ammu- 
nition and masses of stone and logs of wood bound with iron were 
hurled against our posts. As the logs came swinging through the air 
the men, highly amused, used to exclaim, “Here comes-a barrel of.beer 
at last,” The masses of stone and iron hurled against the defences 
brought the masonry down in flakes and incessant was the work neces- 
sary to keep it in repair and to prevent the rents growing sufiBciently 
wide as to admit the fierce multitude that were swarming at the 
gates. 

It is always “ bang bang, bhoom bhoom, rattle rattle unceasingly,” a 
member of the garrison entered in his diary on the 18th of July. At 
midnight on the 20th of July “ the bang bang, bhoom bhoom, rattle 
rattle " suddenly ceased, and as dawn broke a large body of men could 
be seen marching about in different directions within a few yards of 
our position. Orders were promptly given for the several garrisons to 
be on the alert, and the whole force was under arms. At a quarter 
past ten a crash of thunder rent the air, the ground shook far and wide, 
and heavy volumes of smoke rolled over the Redan, Through the thick 
vapour the heavy sound of artillery and hissing of bullets succeeded 
and a mass of the enemy was seen doubling up the glacis with fixed 
bayonets. Showers of grape from the Redan and volleys of musketry 
from the parapets and house-tops mowed them down as they moved 
forward. Surprised and perplexed at seeing the battery intact the 
rebels halted. Hundreds ^felh Their leaders waving their swords 
shouted “ Come on my braves.” Again they advanced but the besieged 
plied their shot with terrible rapidity for “ even of the wounded and 
sick many had left their couches, seized any musket they could- lay hold 
of, and fired as often as their strength enabled them to do so. One 
unfortunate wretch with only one arm was seen hanging to the parapet of 
the hospital entrenchments with his musket.” For a few seconds the 
assailants faced the merciless shower, and then bafiled they broke 
and fled.* 

Every garrison was the scene of a separate struggle. At Doctor 
Fayrer’s house they came “ swarming over the stables into the garden. 


* " Captain Weston and Dr, Fayrer on this occasion did right good service.” — " Siege of 
linckno-w,” by I/. E. R. Rees, page 145. 

“ From the roof of Dr. Faja-er’s honse, that officer and Captain Weston maintained a most 
effective fire.” — “ Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 222. 
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Partridge and I and the other officers kept our guns and rifles going 
as hard as ^Ye could and at length they fell back. We killed great 
numbers of them, from my house many were knocked over and their* 
bodies lay by all night, when they were dragged away. I had constant 
opportunities and I kept my gun going as fast as I could load and fire 
whilst the 18 and O'-pounders were pouring in shot and bags of bullets 
into them, but I certainly thought that our time had come. They 
made several lodgments^ but were hustled with hand grenades and shot 
as -they ran across the open. Thej’- also were well protected by debris of 
houses and also behind loopholes but as many came into the open many 
were shot besides those who fell by shot and shell behind the walls.’^ 

A vigorous attempt was made to carry Innes’ post by escalade. The 
garrison commanded by Lieutenant Lougbman consisted of twelve men 
of the 32nd, twelve of the 18th Native Infantry, and a few civilians. 
A body of the enemy with ladders reached the front Avails and attempted 
to plant them; but all their eflbrts were in vain owing to the hot 
fire of the besieged. A few managed to reach the top of the walls 
but were thrust down by the bayonets. In the meanwhile a corner of 
the post was stoutly held by Bailey, a volunteer, the son of a Native 
Christian, and two sepo}^. On reaching some huts five yards from 
the palisades which he was guarding, the rebels recognised him and 
shouted to him : Come over to us and leave the cursed Feringhees 
■uffiose mothers and sisters we have defiled, and all of whom we shall 
kill in a day or two.” '' Am I going to be unfaithful to my salt, like 
you, jmu son of a dog ? Take that,” and at the same moment the 
crack of a musket rang out. “ Wait a momenti” cries the other, 
^ “ and we shall be over the walls,” ” Come along then, boaster. My 
baj'onet is ready to catch you. But first, here’s for you,” And the 
crack of a musket again rang out. And thus the contest of abuse 
and musketry continued, Bailey firing his muskets as they were 
loaded and handed to him with great rapidity. Then his ammunition 
failed. He could not leave his two sepoys and he dare not send one 
of them in case he should not return. He could not call for 
ammunition lest tho enemy becoming aware of his deficiency should 
leave their shelter, and carry bis post by storm. The shells from the 
Redan however kept them within the huts. Bailey made his want 
known and Harding, a brave and gallant volunteer, dashed through the 
furious fire with the ammunition. The contest lvas renewedi The son 
of the Native Christian, and two sepoys held their post till they were 
reinforced. But before help could reach them one of the brave Sepoys^ 
bad been killed. Bailey himself was dangerously wounded. A musket 
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ball smashed his chin, and effected an exit through his , nech.* Find- 
ing their efforts useless the enemy fell back, and contented themselves 
with throwing in a terrific storm of musketry from which the men were 
sheltered as much as possible by being kept under the defences. 

Almost at the same time an attack was made on the Cawnpore 
battery. The enemy advanced bravely led by a fanatical preacher 
bearing the green standard of Islamisni in his hand, but he was shot iri ' 
the ditch of the battery, and seeing him drop his followers swiftly 
retreated from the warm fire poured on them. The attacks made on 
Germ on’s and Gubbins’ post were also repulsed by the withering fires 
of their respective garrisons. “ The 13th Native Infantry at the Bailey 
Guai'd gate with Lieutenant Aitken behaved splendidly, their own com- 
rades being among the assailants.” About 3 P.M., the enemy ceased 
their attempts to storm the place but for some hours their guns conti- 
liued to roar around the entreiichment. The number of rebels 'who 
perished in the assault can only be conjectured, but it must have been- 
very large. Of the besieged only four were killed and twelve wounded. f. 

The garrisons were in high spirits at having repulsed with so 
small a loss the first great attack and the following day their joy was 
increased by the first gleam of hope. Late at night Ungud, the mes- 
senger who had been sent forth at the end of June to bring tidings of . 
the Nana, crept through the enemy’s lines and arrived within the- 
entrenchment. In a low chamber diinly illuminated by a solitar}'^ oil • 
light carefully screened so as nob to attract the bullets of the enemy, he 
told his tale. Around him crowded the men with brown weather- 
beaten faces, and standing at the doors anxious to catch each word were 
women who had rushed from their beds in their night-attire. “ Had 
Nana crossed the river and joined the besieging force?” is the question 
asked with bated breath. “No. Havelock Sahib had beaten the Nana 
in three great Lurais (battles) and was now master of Cawnpore.” A . 
cheer burst forth from the men, and drowned the sound of the patter of 
the rain outside. But Ungud must departj for it is the storm and dark- 
ness of the night which will enable him to pass unnoticed the' sentinels , 
of the enemy. A letter .in Greek characters giving a brief sketch of the ; 
position of affairs in the entrenchment was written on a tiny scrap of 
paper. It concluded* as follows “ Aid is what we want, and that 

• “ A ‘ most singular Tvound/ and contrary to expectation he recovered from it."—" Sieca 
of ’Lneknow,” by h. E. R. Rees, page 154. ° 

■- .V The Defence of Lucknow : A Diary by a Staff Officer," page 68. 

: t " Lieutenant Macfarlane, R. A., hnd a portion of his skull shot nway. He had done 
splendid service with his artillery.” — “ MS. Diary of tir Joseph FajTcr, Bart." 
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quickly. Our defences are straggling, and’ our numerical . strength 
quite inadequate to man them. The Artillery is weak, and the casual- 
ties heavy.” The letter was placed in a quill which after being sealed 
at both ends was handed to Ungud, and a handsome reward was offered 
to him if he swiftly brought an answer to it. Five nights after he 
again crept into the entrenchment bringing a reply from Colonel 
B. Fraser Tytler, Assistant Quartermaster-General to General Havelock’s 
force. It contained tidings of great joy. “ We have, he wrote, Letter 
“ two-thirds of our force across the river and eight guns in position 
already. The rest will .follow immediately. I will send over more fytler 
news to-night or to-morrow. We have ample force to desti’oy all who 
oppose us. Send us a sketch of 3mur position in the city, and any 
directions for entering it or turning it that may strike you. In five 
■ or six da3''s we shall meet. You must threaten the rear of the enemy 
if the3' come out, and we will smash them.” * The following night 
a reply was sent giving such information as General Inglis possessed 
.and offering such suggestions as to the I'oute to be taken by the reliev- 
ing force. The letter concluded as follows— “ If you have rockets with 
3mu, send up two or three at 8 p.M. on the night before you intend 
entering the city, b3' wa3^ of warning to us, at which signal we will 
begin shelling the houses on both sides of the road. Ignorant of the 
strength of 3’'our force and of its formation, I can only offer these 
. suggestions with the assurance that the utmost our weak and harassed 
garrison is capable of shall be done to cause a diversion in 3'oui favour 
as soon as 3’’ou are sufficient^ near.’'’ •j* 


(•PS — "We have smashed the Nnna. who has disappeared and desnoyod his place 
.Bithoor. No one knnws where bis army has dispersed to, but it has vanished. 

t Mr. Gubbins writes : “ I examined Ungud strictly ; and came to the conclusion that 
the iovful and wondrous news was true. An abstract wns made of it, and the messenger sent, 
together with a note from myself by hand of Lieutenant Hutchinson (Engineers) to Bngadier 
Inglis, inquiring whether he would send a letter by the scout. His written answer K'formed 
me that he would not write. I prepared a despatch immediately ; it was addressed to the 
Governor-General, and enclosed to General Havelock. In it 1 depicted as taithfmly as 1 coo 
onr exact position and circumstances, and detailed our own force and that which the enemy was 
believed to have. My despatch was nearly ready when Lieutenant an(i_ Aide-do-Camp Birch 
arrived. He said that the Brigadier could not sleep, and would send a Ime if the messenger 
had not started. 1 promised to detain him. Shortly after my letter was ready, it began ta 
rain heavily. Ungud pressed to be allowed to depart. Heavy ram, he told ns, aaorded fan 
only chance of passing the sentinels of the enemy. When I attempted to detain him, he 
declared that if not allowed to go then lie would not. go at all that night. . I gave him mj' des- 
patch and let him go, sending Captain Hawes over immediately to inform the Brigadier of his 
Lparture. Hawes met Lieutenant Birch bringing the Brigadier s note, but the messenger was 
gone. 

“These facts have been mentioned to show what actually occun-ed. The occurrCTce produced, 
I fear, some unpleasant feeling between the military commandant and myselt. Ao slight was 
certainly intended ; but I fear my conduct was so interpreted. The Mutmios m Oudh, 

■ by M. Gubbins, page 227. . • • » « mi 

Lady Inglis gives this letter as signed by her husband i "J. Inglis, Brigadier. The 
Siege of Lucknow,” by the Hon. Lady Inglis, pages 93-95, 
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Many a feverish night did the men and women of the garrison, 
with heavy hearts and anxious eyes, watch to see those rockets rise in 
the sky. Expectation was now at its height, and drove some wild. On 
the evening of the 29th of July, an oflScer on the look-out turret 
hearing heavy firing . in the direction of Cawnpore rushed down, and 
informed the garrison that the relieving force had arrived and were 
fighting their way into the city. The news “ spread like wild-fire ; 
men in hospital, who were only just able to move, jumped up and said 
they must help the poor fellows coining in. The ladies in the brigade 
mess-room ran to the top of the house to see the force approaching, and 
were remaining there in a most exposed position until ordered down in 
no very courteous terms. The firing turned out to be a salute from the 
enemy, in honour of some national event." ^ { 

On the 30th of July a peacock came and settled on the ramparts 
•and there plumed its radiant feathers. It remained a short time and 
then flew across our position. Some guns were aimed at it, but were 
turned away when the men were told not to destroy a bird of good 
omen, and the gay visitor flew safe away. 

July passed away; August arrived and still no sign of the relieving 
force. On the 6bh a sepoy of the 1st Oudh Irregular Infantry, orderly to 
Brigadier Gray, who had been sent out with despatches, returned to the 
entrenchment. But he brought no letter. A quill despatch he stated 
had been given to him but in crossing over broken and flooded ground 
to evade the sentinels of the enemy it had unfortunately been lost. He 
however reported that Havelock had fought two successful engagements 
on the Lucknow side of the Ganges, • but had been_ obliged to halt at 
Mungulwar. Half an hour later a sepoy of the 48th who had been sent 
into the town two days previously to try and gain intelligence returned 
and in a great measure corroborated the statement of the sepoy of the 1st 
Oudh Irregular Infantry .f A few days of feverish joy and expectation 


* “ The Siege of L\icknow,” by the Hon. Lady IngUs, page 101. 

t General Innes writes : — "To the garrison generally this intelligence was very digheart* 
eniag though it was obvious that the check was no worse than was to be reasonably expected.’* 
« J.ucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” page 134. 

Mr. Gubbins writes : — “ His arrival, therefore, was a great relief to us, and the intelligence 
ho brought caused us much satisfaction.” — " Mutinies in Oudh,” page 245, 

Lady Inglis states (6th August) " Just before we went to bed John came'to tell os that 
two messengers had come in, one from Havelock’s force, but he had lost the letter entrusted to 
him. He said our troops had been obliged to retreat, but from the present position they might 
be with ns in three days. John smd, however, he did not expect them for eight. This good 
news raised our hopes and spirits considerably.”—" The Siege of Lucknow,” page 110. 
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were to be followed by weary weeks of intense misery. A dull 
distrust succeeded the first vivid gleam of hope. “ At no time,” Avrote 
one of the besieged on the 7th of August, “did I feel so strongly as this 
the truth of the proverb ‘ Hope deferred maketh the heart sick. ’ Aye, 
indeed it does ! We Avere so sanguine before that the natural result of 
our disappointment is that we believe in evil tidings and doubt all good 
neAvs.'” The exultant foe brought them intelligence of every fresh disaster 
. to our forces and no trick, no lie Avhich Avas thought likely to discourage 
them, was spared. When the ncAvs of Havelock’s first advance Avas 
received Avith loud hurrahs they Avero told, “ So you think your rein- 
forcements have come, do you ? Reinforcements forsooth ! Why Ave 
have beaten them long ago, and A\'e have croAvned our king. ” A grand 
salute was fired that night at every post of the enemy in honour of 
their Auctory. 

Outside the AA'alls the enemj’’ kept high festiA'al and from the houses 
around came each night sounds of revelr}^ music and dancing Avhich 
-greatly roused the ire of the British soldier : “ I say Bill,” exclaimed 

one, “ I am bloAA'ed if these here Budmashes (rascals) don’t yell like so 
many cats.” Bill replied : “Yes, they do, and I only Avishes I Avas 
behind them with a tin pot of hiling xmter as ,they opens their d — d 
mouths.” Another comrade who Avas close at hand and had been quite 
distracted by the incessant noise of one of their Avar clarions remarked, 
“ I only AA'ish I had a hold of the black rascal as plays that: Fd not 
kill the vagabond, I’d only break that infernal hinstricment over the 
bridge of his nose.” Within the entrenchments the monotony of 
suffering, and the continued presence of death had produced its natural 
effect. The excitement had died doAvn, the jests had become rare. As 
the siege wore on the condition of the atmosphere A\"as day by day 
becoming more frightful. The dead could not be put by ; the task of 
burying the bodies of men and animals might be diligently executed 
but in that narroAV space the Avork could not be effectually done. The 
corruptness of the air generated a plague of flies. They SAvarmed in 
millions and the Martinilre lads “ who go about the garrison more 
filthy than others and apparently more neglected arid hungry even than 
Ave are ” Avere incessantly employed in trying to brush thern aAvay from 
the sick in hospital.” Now smallpox and cholera filled the hospital as 
much as the bullets of the enemy. Yet the fire Avas sharper and more 
constant than ever. “ Everywhere Avounded officers and men were lying 
^ on couches covered Avith blood and often Avith vermin. Many of the 
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wounded were lying groaning upon mattresses- and cloaks only. Every- 
where cries of agony were heard ; piteous exclamations for water .and 
assistance. All the assistance that could be rendered was rendered but 
the hospital staff was necessarily small.^’ Noble women little fitted to 
take part in such scenes assumed cheerfully, and discharged earnestly, 
the task of charity in ministering to sickness and pain.* But as the 
siege wore on, the atmosphere of the hospital became so foul that?,4ihe 
medical officers insisted on their leaving the building. The doctors 
with untiring energy employed their best art,f but the air was so 
tainted that complete recovery from wounds or sickness was next to 
impossible and amputation was certain death. The medical officers were 
greatly assisted in their work by the sedulous attention given to the 

* “ It is likely that to themselves the notoriety of praise publicly given may be distasteful; 
but the Governor-General in Council cannot forego the pleasure of doing justice to the names 
of Birch, Polehampton, Barbor and Gall, and of offering to those whose acts have so adorned 
them, his tribute of respectful admiration and gratitude.” — “Indian Mutiny,” volume II, 
page 59. 

“ Nor would it be right, in what professes to he h faithful record of facts, to omit adverting 
to those ladies who undertook the trying duty of ministering to the sick and wounded. There 
were several of these devoted women, these e.vcellent Sisters of Charity. Probably, if asked, 
they would name as the best representative of their order of mercy, the bereaved widow of 
o\m chaplain, Mrs. Polehampton." — “ The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 353. 

t “ In this review of services, of which England may well be proud, I must not omit the 
most valuable exertions of the medical men, who were, like others, greatly overworked during 
the siege. To Dr. Scott, the old and highly-esteemed surgeon of the 32nd Regiment ; to 
Assistant-Surgeon William Boyd, of the same regiment; Dr. J. Fayrer, the able and well known 
Residency Surgeon ; to Dr. J. Campbell of the 7th Light Cavalry ; to the talented Assistant- 
Surgeon of the 2nd 0. I. Cavalry, S. B. Partridge; to Dr. Bird, doing duty with the Artillery; 
and to several more, I bear my hearty tribute of praise. Everything was against them : 
bud air, bad food, and an insufficient supply of medicines ; yet they, at the cost of no small 
personal exertion and daily risk, struggled manfully with unwearying perseverance, through their 
many difficulties.”—" The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 352. 

“But wherever I went, and whomsoever I went to see, whether officer, soldier, or 
civilian, Mr. Apothecary Thompson, who bad been in medical charge of one of the Oudh 
Irregular Infantry regiments, and who now acted as tlie medical officer in charge, was every- 
where to be seen. Not a patient that recovered but could testify often to bis professional skill, 
but always to his unremitting kindness. . . . But before speaking of Mr. Thompson, I 
should first have mentioned the superintending surgeon, Dr. Scott. Though apparently 
rough, his arrival was alwaj^s hailed with pleasure by every one in hospital. For some 
poor soldier, ho usually had a trifling present,' and though he bestowed his favours with 
a degree of roughness bordering on rudeness sometimes, he did so in order not to have the 
thanks of the recipient. The 32nd always speak of him with gratitude, and say, with pride 
that their surgeon had never been absent from his regiment since he joined it. They all looked 
to him as to a father.”-" Siege of Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 165 
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material and spiritual comforts of their comrades by the Reverend Mr. 
Polehampton, and the Reverend Mr. Harris. The former had been 
severely wounded in the hospital at the commencement of the siege, and 
his enfeebled constitution succumbed to an attack of cholera on the day 
of the first great attack.* 

The enemy now transferred the contest to the bowels of the earth, 
and frequent were the struggles within dark and narrow galleries. After 
the assault of the 20th July they began their subten’anean attack by 
regular ajoproaches. As fast, however, as the rebels mined, the garrison 
countermined. By the hand of heaven or destiny, or whatever men 
ma}’’ call it, in the entrenchment at Lucknow was the one regiment in 
the British Arm}' most likely to have a few skilled miners. The 32nd 
being a Cornish regiment, eight f men were found who had in their native 
mines acquired some expei ience of the business and they were employed 
under the' command and guidance of Captain Fulton to instruct the 
respective garrisons in the work. Every commander of an outpost was 
required to tell off some of his men to listen at short intervals for sounds 
of mining. They laid their ears to the gi’ound, and if any suspicious 
sound was heard a report was made, and a countermine promptly started. 
Shafts were at once sunk, and gallei’ies begun at the vulnerable points 
in the posts most exposed to this new danger. The enemy had 
the advantage of a plentiful supply of labour, having among them a 
large number of the Pasee tribe who were expert miners, but they 
lacked scientific guidance. The besieged had the advantage of having 
thoroughly trained officers to guide and superintend the operations, but 
they lacked men to caiTy out the operations. Duiing the early part of 
the siege they had working parties of Her ilajesty’s 32nd Regiment. 
“ The soldiers, however, had other duties to perform ; they were exposed 
to rain, and were very , often under arms, which prevented their having 
a proper amouni of rest. They could therefore have little physical 
strength left to Avork in the trenches, and as the siege progressed, their 
numerical strength became so much reduced, that it was necessary to 


* “ The death of Mr. Polehampton -veas also a serious loss : for that reverend gentleman had 
been unremitting in his hindness to tlie sick and wounded in ho.spital. From morning to night 
Mr. Polehampton was constantly by the bedside of some poor sufferer, inspiring liim with confi- 
dence in Providence, and hope in his recovery, or if hope was at an end, with the prospect of 
salvation in a better world. He never sweiwcd from this self-imposed duty, and only left 
the hospital'to go to his meals.” — “ Siege of Lucknow,”, by L .E. R. Rees. ! 

t Sergeant Day and seven privates. Hunter, Abel, Cummerford, Bonatta,; Kitchen; 
Cullemore and Farran. 
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give up European working parties almost entirely, and to depend on 
the sepoys. The latter came forward most Avillingly and I cannot 
speak too highly of the way in which they worked. They hare also 
been of material assistance in our mining operations ; and a party of 
the 13th Native Infantry, thanks to the good management of Lieutenant 
Aitken, have constructed a battery for an 18-pounder, worked the gun, 
and dug a shaft and gallery at their own post.” Not only the loyalty and 
the courage, but the calm heroic spirit with which the sepoys endured 
dangers and trials, is worthy of all honour. Without their aid the 
mining operations of the enemy could not have been baffled, and the 
labours of. the garrison brought to a successful issue. 

Overall these labours Captain Fulton exercised a careful superin-*. . 
tendence. Aided by Sergeant Day he determined the details which the 
garrisons of the several posts had to carry on, and he made the rounds 
constantly day and night to see that all was well, and the work was 
being properly done. He was always on the spot where his presence 
was needed. His eye never seemed to slumber, nor his ear ever 
to fail to catch the slightest sound. He cheerfully performed many 
of the duties of a soldier -ns well as of a commander. One day 
Captain Fulton detected a mine the enemy bad driven a certain 
distance— he ran a short countermine to meet it, and he then sat 
patiently, revolver in hand, waiting for the unconscious enemy to 
break through. ‘'Some one looking for him asked one of tke 
Europeans if he were in the mine, ‘ Yes Sir,’ said the Sergeant, ‘ there 
he has been the last two hours like a terrier at a rat-hole, and not 
likely to leave it all the day.’ ” 

Not disheartened by their unsuccessful effort to blow jip the 
Bedan, the enemy continued their mining efforts. They were heard 
working at a gallery near the Cawnpore battery and our men began 
to countermine but passed them at eighty feet. “ Their gallery was 
so near the surface its roof fell in, and we saw into it- They boarded 
it over, and worked on with the utmost determination.. We turned 
our gallery towards them, and meanwhile got a mortar as near as we 
could, and Bonham dropped a shell into their gallery blowing all 
the roofing off, and thus they were done. We then mined on, put 
a charge and have left it for future use if they begin. At the 
same time as the above, we heard picking at the Sikh lines and began 
to counter. I superintended. We had not gone ten feet when we 
broke in fair on them at work. They bolted, firing into their 
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gallery. We found the candle alight, withdrew it; a sergeant and 
self crept across their gallery to the shaft, found they had bolted, 
got powder, and destroyed the whole with great eclat and enjoyment 
of the fun and excitement, to say nothing of the success. 

“ The jolly old Major,* half in earnest, threatened to quod me for 
going across their gallery into their shaft. Ha ! Ha ! But having 
once done this and seen the coast clear, I placed Hutchinson with a 
I'evolver to keep it so, while I got powder, etc. 

“What! Mining again! Yes. They were at work under Mr. 
Shilling’s house, and in ten minutes we had got at them also, and 
a hand grenade thrown in killed one, wounded another, and they 
dropped that. 

Loud sounds of pick and shovel, Fulton. 

" What, again ! I found on going to the spot the rascals were at 
W'ork in the road just under our outpost out-house wall. Well, I 
thought them very impudent, for they could be so easily met, but 
it seemed a bore to begin to counter, so I just put my head over the 
wall and called out in Hindustani a trifle of abuse and ‘ Bagho ! Bagho ! 
Fly ! when such a scuffle and bolt took place, I could not leave for 
laughing. They dropped it for good, that’s the best of the joke.’’ f 

Not only were the mines of the enemy checked, but the counter- 
mines of the besiegers were driven well outside their line of defence. 
The Deprat Ca\vnpore gallery was driven out thirty feet, and protective 
trenches, whose extremities were charged and kept ready for explosion, 
were advanced right and left. The Brigade Mess mine was driven 
eight feet further than the Deprat gallery. 

Besides being busy driving mines, the enemy Avere most active in 
constructing fresh batteries. They planted on a piece of rising ground 
facing Innes’ post a 24-pounder gun with Avhich they did great damage 
not only to the house at Innes’ post, but also to the church and the 
Besidency. So much harm was done hy it that on the night of the 6th 
August a battery for an 18-pounder gun Avas begun at Innes’ post. All 
Avorked hard, and, having got the battery ready, the gun Avas taken down 
and in position by daylight, Avhen it commenced firing and soon silenced 
the enemy's gun. General Inglis hoAvever considered the position too 
exposed and the same night Avithdrew our gun after it had done its 
work. 


* Major Anderson, Chief Superintending Engineer, 
f “Captain Fulton’a MS. Diary,” 
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The 7th August was a white letter day in the annals of the siege. 

“ This was the first day on which we had no' casualty.” , ; 

On the morning of the 10th August a body of sepoys was seen 
behind their trenches inarching with two guns up our left flank, and ' 
across the Cawnpore road. A large force was also noticed approaching 
the bridge of boats from cantbnments. The posts were- instantly, 
manned. About 11 A.M. the enemy fired a shell into the Begum’s 
Khotee. Then, a loud clap like a peal of thunder, and the ground shook 
far and wide. The enemy had exploded two mines directed respectively 
against the Martiniere on the south face, and Sago’s post on the east 
face. The former entirely destroyed our defences for the space of twenty 
feet and blew in a great portion of the outside wall of the house occu- 
pied by the Martiniere boys. On the dust clearing awaj^ a breach 
appeared, and a few of the enemy came on with the utmost determin- 
ation, but were met with such a withering flank fire of musketry frorti’ 
the officers and' men holding the top of the Brigade Mess, that they 
beat a speedy retreat, leaving the more adventurous- of their number 
lying on the crest of the breach.* 

While this operation was going on the enemy also made a rush on 
Sago’s house, but were soon driven back w'ith considerable loss. At 
Innes’ house and Mr. Gubbins’ post large hordes advanced bringing 
scaling ladders with them. But they were dislodged by hand grenades 
and as they retreated the besieged’s marksmen slew many. 

At the Cawnpore battery the stormers rushed up with extraordi- 
nary swiftness and reaching the ditch sheltered themselves from fire in- 
it. Captain Fulton “ found the enemy led by a man in pink whom I had- 
noticed several times dii-ecting them as they came up. I put a rifle 
ball through him and then sent Tulloch to order hand grenades, the. 

; second of which well thrown cleared the ditch.” 

At Anderson’s post a few rebels with a mighty effort pushed 
through the stockade • and reached the mound in front of the ditch., 
■'No sooner were they seen than they were assailed by a tremendous fire 
which laid them low. Yet others succeeded those who fell. A Moslem ■ 
fanatic .with the green standard of the Prophet led the ranks, . and 
animated the courage of his followers by religious appeals. He fell 
riddled with _ bullets. A comrade seized . him by the belt and threw- 
himself with the body of the wounded standard-bearer over the 

The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 252. 

" r-ucknoiv and Oudh in the Mutiny,-> by Lieutenant-General McLeod Innes. page 134. 
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■stockade. The rebel mass pushed on through, the storm, and planted 
the scaling ladders against the walls. But here as elsewhere they were 
met with the most indomitable resolution.* A small band animated by 
a single spirit made good their stand against the overwhelming odds 
of numbers. Every man fought not only for his own 'life, but for the 
lives of the women and children, for defeat they knew meant certain 
death to every soul in the garrison. Hard and stem was the conflict. 
Above the roar of. cannon and the rattle of musketry rose the cry — 
."More men wanted this way,” and off would rush two or three to 
support their comrades more closely pressed. From the loopholes the 
Volunteers under the direction of “ the truly brave and heroic ” Mi*. 
Capper and a subaltern officer poured 'forth a steady and constant 
fire of musketry. In the heat of the fight Monsieur Geoffroi heard 
one of the rebel chiefs say " Come on, brothers, there's nobody here 
■npon which ho replied in the vernacular “ there are plentj'^ of us here, 
you rascal.’^ And as proof of his assertion he shot the leader dead, and 
also sent a bullet into a comrade who was close behind him. Other rebel 
chiefs rushing to the front shouted “ Come on, come on, the place is ours, 
it is taken,” and responding to the call the men again and again 
returned to the assault, but they were received with deadly musketry 
and driven back with . loss. Finally, the leaders being slain, the rest 
staggered back to their batteries and loopholed defences, from whence 
they kept up an unusually heavy cannonade and musketry fire. After two 
hours the storm began to subside, but, as the sun was setting, the enemy 
made a sudden and determined rush on Captain Sanders’ post. They 
got close to the wall and a daring foe, who tried to wrench off a bayonet 
protruding from a loophole, was instantly shot. After a second fusillade 
which lasted for about thirty minutes the enemy again fell back baffled 
to their trenches. Thus was a second assault made by an overwhelming 
force signally repelled by the besiegers. The number of rebels who 
perished in it can only be conjectured. But it must have been very 
large. 

* “A Personal Journal of the Siege of Lucknow,” by R, P. Anderson, page C8. 

" Our good old friend. Signor Barsotelli, got very excited os tlie enemy rushed past the 
stockade. He said to the Frenchman, ‘ Son dcntfO,per Bio' in Italian— ‘They are in, by G— .’ 
However, he did as he had always done before^ he placed himself in a good commanding po.sitioii, 
and then he asked the officer in command if ho should fire,— his expression generallv was, ‘ Hero 
we do»!f«rt/e— shall I sMkeV All this time he was, probably, standing at a loophole, with ids eye 
fixed on the sight of his musket, and his body in such an attitude that anyone could see he was 
full of determination.” — page 72, 
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The heavy loss which the besiegers had sustained did not cause 
them to relax their efforts and with the first streak of light they 
opened a heavy cannonade and during the day the play of artillery was 
incessant. Many of the round shot struck the Kesidency, already much 
shattered, and about noon a great portion of the left Aving fell, burying 
six men of the 32nd in the ruins. TSvo were got out alive after very 
great exertions, but the remaining four had to be left under the ruins. 
Immediate arrangements were made for the removal of the feAv 
European Avomen and children Avho still occupied one of the rooms on 


the ground-floor. 

The same afternoon died Major Anderson,. the Chief Engineer. He 
had contracted dysentery a short time before the revolt, but notAvith- 
standing his ill health he had the first days of the siege Avorked night 
and day unremittingly. Labour and anxiety had told on his enfeebled 
frame and after the first Aveek he Avas unable to leave his house. Then 
he gradually sank from his old ailment. “ He died in peace. We 
Avere all much affected in taking leave of him. He said ‘ Well, Fulton, 
it must have come at last. If I had lived to go home, Ave might never 
have met again. He pressed and pressed my hand and said ‘ God bless 
you.’ I helped to stitch up the rezaie (quilt) in which he >vas buried and 
laid him in his grave, and marked it Avith a stick.” Major Anderson’s 
death deprived the garrison of a brave officer and the General of 
a safe and Avise councillor.* He Avas succeeded by Captain Fulton, Avho 
had Avon the confidence of every man in the garrison by his coolness . 
and courage. 

On the 12th of August the enemy opened at daylight a tremen- 
dous cannonade and musketry fire on the CaAvnpore battery and so 
raked it from Johannes’ House that it was impossible to Avork 'our guns 
or remain in it. Orders Avere therefore issued to AvithdraAV all the 
garrison except the sentry. He stayed, and later in the day Avas killed 
by a round shot. At dusk Avorking parties of Europeans removed from 
the battery a 9-pounder gun Avhich had been disabled by a round shot 
of the enemy, and they Avorked hard to repair the damage which had 
been done to it. 

A sally of discovery by a party of Europeans under Brigadier 
Inglis, attended by the Engineer, Avas also made on the same day into 

• "When during the first days of the siege, I h«d occasion to deliver^ reports at night, 

I found h™ almost always awake, either writing or looking over the plan o\f our garriso'h, or ^ 

consulting wUhthootherenEi„eeroffieer3.»-«3iege of Lucknow.” by L. E 1r Rees naee 182. 
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the Goondah lines, where a long deep trench, no doubt intended to act 
as a shelter trench from musketry and artillery fire, was found directed 
towards the enclosure. This having been rendered useless and some 
of the walls of the enclosure having been dug down, the party returned 
unmolested. 

The enemy having returned to work at the mine close to Sago’s 
house, a sortie was made with twelve men of the 32nd under Lieuten- 
ant Hutchinson of the Engineers, They found a large and strong 
covering party well on the alert to defend their miners and were met 
with such a destructive fire that they had to retire, which they did 
happily without loss. As the garrison of the fort was unable to meet 
the enemy by a sortie, it Avas determined to drive a gallery from a 
start Avhich had . already been prepared, and all through the night the 
engineers and miners Avorked hard to finish it Avith the greatest 
possible speed. Every possible means was adopted by the enemy to 
prevent our miners Avorking, and as only a Avail and a few feet of ground 
divided the tAvo parties, they resorted to squibs, rockets, brickbats and 
lights at the end of bamboos to axmoy our Avorkmen. As the latter 
Avere thrust forAvard Avith the hope of setting fire to our tiled houses, 
the ends Avere successively cut off.” 

The 13bh, shortly before 10 a.m., the engineers reported the counter- 
mine to be ready, and the neighbouring outposts having been duly 
Avamed, the signal to fire it Avas given. A column of earth rose 
high in the air, and the brick house, from Avhich the enemy had 
started their mine and in Avhich they Avere at the time hard at Avork, 
settled doAvu burying all inside. After the sound of the explosion 
and the crash of the falling buildings had died aAvay, the groans of 
those Avho were buried were plainly audible. For some time Sago’s 
post remained unmolested. 

As signs and sounds raised a suspicion that the enemy Avere busy 
constructing a-mine * against Anderson’s post it Avas determined to drive 

M ines were, however, suspected to be in course of construction against Anderson’s 
post, and the souih side of my enclosure. To meet the first a shaft was sunk, from which a 
gallery was run to intercept that of the enemy.” “The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, 
page 255. 

“ A shaft, however, for a mine was made in Mr. Anderson’s house and sunk to the extent 
of eight feet, in view of running a sap to meet tlie enemy.” “ Defence of Lucknow, by 
a Staff Officer,” page 110. 

■ “ As it (Anderson’s post) was exposed to the enemy’s attack both on its eastern and its 
- southern front, a shaft had been sunk early at its south-eastern corner. The signs and sounds 
on the eastern frontled, on August 13ih, after the contest at Sago’s was ended, to a gallery being 
driven from that shaft eastwards.” “Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant- 
General McLeod Innes, page 139, 
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a. gallery from a shaft which had already been - sunk at its south- . 
eastern corner. 

On the 16th at night Ungud again crept into the Residency bring- 
ing a. letter addressed to Mr. Gubbins by Colonel Fraser. Tytler. 

“ Dear Sir, — We march to-morrow morning for Lucknow, having been 
reinforced. We shall push on as speedily as possible. We hope to reach 
you in four days at furthest. You must aid us in every tvay, even to 
cutting your way out, if we can't force our way in. We are only a 
small Force." * 

The letter was dated from Mungul war, 4th August. Ungud stated 
that he had been made a prisoner by the enemy while endeavouring 
to reach the Residency. On being released ' he had retraced his 
steps to Mungul war and found that place had been abandoned by our 
force. Proceeding to the banks of the Ganges he discovered that General 
Havelock had recrossed the river to Gawnpore which had been threat- 
ened by the Nana. The General, he stated, had advanced a second 
time to Busheeratgunje and had engaged and defeated the enemy, but he 
had retired after routing them. These tidings naturally .-caused the 
besieged grave anxiety, for Havelock had evidently once more 
attempted to relieve them and been foiled. “ Much as usual,” wrote 
one of the garrison, “ the heart aches while watching for relief, 
but none comes. Will Gawnpore be repeated at Lucknow ? Alas, it 
seems so ! Our number is visibly decreasing. As for death, it stares . 
us constantly in the face.” And it appeared in many a ghastly shape. 

“ One of the gunners was shot dead in the verandah this morning,” 
writes a lady in her diary. “ When I came upstairs to dress, I saw the 
poor fellow lying there in a pool of blood.f A widow " was standing by 
the door with baby, looking out into the courtyard at a little girl playing . 
with around shot, when she was struck on the head and killed instantly. 

It gave me such a shock that I fainted away at the time, and I can 
never think of that poor little child without a shudder.” The deaths 
from the dread diseases engendered by foul air and insufficient nourish- 
ment far outnumbered those inflicted by the enemy’s hand. The women 
and children fell swiftly before them. ' “ Five babes were buried one 
night.” The fathers who had to fight and to continue under arms all da}^ 
and work and watch all night, could afford no aid to their stricken fami- 
lies. An officer of the garrison spoke to a comrade of his wife being 


* The -words printed in italics -were written in Greek characters. 

■t" A Lady’s (Mrs. G. Hrirris’s) Diary of the Siege of Lucknow,” png.- 95. 
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feverish and quite overcome with the life she had to lead. "And then he' 
talked to me of his boy Herbert ; how he was attacked with cholera and- 
feared he was very ill ; and how instead of being able to watch by his 
bedside he had been all night digging at Captain Fulton’s mine.”- 
He vowed he had neither medicine nor attendance nor proper food for 
the boy. " And to-day he told me with tears in his eyes that yesterday 
the poor child was taken away. ‘ God’s will be done/ said he, ' but it' 
is terrible to think of. At 'night Ave dug a hole in the garden- and 
there wrapped in a blanket Ave laid him. Oh my God.’ ’’ This Avas no 
mere episode, for many a parent endured a similar torture. There 
Avas a AvidoAv Avhose onlj'^ son was smitten Avith cholera. “We did alb 
Ave could for him. The poor mother was frantic during his illness, but 
perfectly calm Avhen all Avas over. She had nothing to bury him in- 
and asked us for a box, but we had nothing large enough.’^ The stench 
in the churchyard had grown so foul that the chaplain Avas compelled 
to read the Burial Sei'Auce in the porch of the hospital, as the bodies 
Avere being carried aAvay. At this time the gaunt spectre of Famine 
also rose before them. Under these circumstances it is hardly a 
matter of sui-prise that the Brigadier despatched on the 16th August 
the folloAving letter to General Havelock : — 

Lucknow, 16th Augi^st 1867. 

My dear General, 

A note from Colonel Tytler to Mr. Gubbins reached me last night, 
dated MungulAvar, 4th instant, the latter part of Avhich is as folloAVs — 
“You must aid us in every Avay, even to cutting your Avay out, if avc 
can’t force our way in ; Ave have only a small force.” This has caused 
me much uneasiness, as it is quite impossible Avith my Aveak and 
shattered force that I can leave my defences. ,You must bear in mind 
hoAv I am hampered, that I have upwards of 120 sick and Avounded 
and at least 220 women, and about 230 children, and no carriage of 
any description, besides sacrificing 23 lakhs of treasure and about 30 
guns of sorts. In consequence of the neAvs received, I shall soon put 
this force on half rations until I hear again from you. Our provisions 
Avill last us then till about the 10th of September. If you hope to , 
save this force, no time must be lost in pushing forward. We are daily 
being attacked by the enemy who are Avithin a few yards of oiir 
defences. Their mines have already weakened our posts, and I have 
every reason to believe they are carrying on others. Their 18-pounders 
are within 150 yards of some of our batteries, and from their position: 
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and our inability to form working parties we cannot reply to them, 
and therefore the damage hourly is very great. My strength now in 
Europeans is 350, and 300 Natives, and the men dreadfully harassed, 
and, owing to part of the Residency having been brought down by 
round shot, many are -without shelter. If our Native force, who are 
losing confidence, leave us, I do not know how the defences are to be 
manned. Did you receive a letter and plan from me ? Kindly answer 
this question. 

Your’s truly, 

rSigned) J. INGLIS. 

In stating that, after the force had been put on half rations, the 
provisions would then last only till about the 10th of September, 
General Inglis was expressing the opinion of his responsible advisers. 
But a serious error was made, as after events proved, in the description 
of the food supply, and the account no doubt led General Havelock and 
the Governor-General to form a strong impression as to the desperate 
condition to which the garrison .must be reduced after the lOfch of 
September.* The en-or was due to the stores having been collected 
both by the military department and the civil authorities. At the 
battle of Chinhut Captain James, the head of the Commissariat, was 
severely wounded, and the subordinate officials employed on the storage 
of the food supply deserted as soon as news of our disaster reached the 
Residency. When the siege commenced, officers were appointed to 
superintend, under Captain James, the control and distribution of the 
rations, but it was impossible for them to know without the records 
of the subordinate officials the location and quantity of the food 
stored, and they had not the leisure to make an accurate inventory. 
General Inglis made an error in his estimate of the food supply, 
but he was right in impressing on the mind of General Havelock 
the necessity of speedy relief. It was high time that succour came. 


* “A fortnight’s supply was all we thought we had to depend on. This was reported 
to the Brigadier, and on these reports he acted in his communication to our relieving force, 
urging their immediate advance. There had been, however, a separate store of grain collected 
from various sources of which the military deportment had no • knowledge. By the extra- 
ordinary foresight of Sir Henry Lawrence, the large plunge-bath under the banqueting-hall had 
been sot apart for contributions. Whenever any rich native offered Ids sendees. Sir Henry 
used to take him at his word, and tell him to send in grain, hence this extra supply. The 
civil authorities had also taken occasion to odd to this store.”~‘‘The Diary of Lucknow,” by 
the Hon. Lady Inglis, page 156. 
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for the enemy’s mines were daily becoming more dangerous and 
the fidelity of the Native soldiers might have given way under a more 
prolonged and severe trial, and without their loyal aid it would have 
been impossible to hold the position. ' As General Inglis wrote : — “ If 
our Native force, who are losing confidence, leave us, I do not know how 
the defences are to be manned.” * 

Two days after the letter to General Havelock had been despatched. 
Lieutenant Mecham, 7th Oudh Irregular Infantry, Captain Adolphe Orr 
of the klihtary Police, and two sentries were at daylight on the look 
out from a house on the south-west corner of the 2nd Sikh Square, 
when one of the sentries exclaimed ‘ Mind, Sir.^ No sooner were 
these words uttered than a crash of thunder followed, and officers 
and sentries were blown into the air. The officers and a drummer 
descended inside the square, and though stunned escaped without 
serious injury. Band-Sergeant Curtain of the 41st Native Infantry 
fell outside the works and next da}'- his headless trunk was seen 
on the road. When the smoky canopy drifted away, a wide chasm 
of thirty feet revealed itself, and the houses across the street were 
seen to be filled with the enem3^ Then a mutineer waving his 
sword and calling on his brethren to follow bounded up the breach. 
He yas struck dead by a musket ball. Another took his place and 
shared his fate. The enemy had not the heart to’ face the storm of 
musketr}’- from the Brigade Mess and make the home thrust which 
would have made them masters of the Residency. Thej’^ preferred to 
maintain from their shelter a heavy fire on the yawning breach. 
Sharper than the singing of the musket balls were the cries for 
assistance of the seven men buried beneath the ruins of the house, but 
it was impossible to succour them and several were wounded in the 
attempt. 

Throughout the siege the mutineers lost no opportunity to try nnd make our sepoys 
desert, by telling them that they would starve us all to death, if they could not take the place; 
and they tried to make them believe that the English were beaten all over India, and there was 
not the least hope of our obtaining any relief. And there was so much delay in our reinforce- 
ment arriving, that many began to believe what they said; and had the relieving force been 
much longer in coming to our assistance, I am afraid that oven the fidelity of our brave native 
troops -might have been shaken,” — “A Personal Journal of the Siege of Lucknow,” by R. P. 
Anderson, page 86. 

"Jn the general purport of this letter I agreed; but thoughl: that the dangers of our 
position, especially as regards the supply of food, were exaggerated ; and that General Havelock 
might be induced, on receipt of it, to attempt our relief with an insufficient force. I accordingly 
recommended some modification of tlie despatch, which might represent our prospects of 
defence in more hopeful . terms. But to this the , Brigadier would not con.sent. Ho 
informed me that he had consulted theofficers of his staff; and that they concurred intbe justice 
of his description.” — “The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 2C0.~ 
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The moment the roar of the explosion was heard, the garrison 
were under arms, and straightway the Brigadier taking with him the 
reserves of the 84th (eighteen men) hurried to the Sikh squares and 
placed them in a position which commanded the breach on the right. 
Boxes, doors, planks nnd tents were swiftly brought down and a 
temporary cover erected. A house between the two squares was pulled 
-down, a road made to it, and by stiff work a 9«pounder got into a 
position which commanded the whole breach. The enemy by • means 
of the barricaded lanes had in the meantime contrived to creep up 
■and gain possession of the right flank of the first square : but the fire 
from a mortar and a 24-pounder howitzer drove away the main body, 
and at noon a sudden and gallant rush pushed back the rest. ' The 
Brigadier now determined to take back the breach. Soldier-like, in 
no flurry, musketry raining all the while. Brigadier, officers and :nen 
advanced, each holding a half door in front of him, till they reached 
the end of the square and a bairicade was hastily constructed across 
the breach. But it was too late to save those buried in the ruins, for 
they had long since died of suffocation and thirst. All the ground 
lost in the morning was regained. But the gallant Brigadier was. not 
satisfied. Accompanied by Fulton and the Engineers, he headed a 
sortie from Gubbins’ bastion and occupied the houses between it 
and the Silch square. “ No time was lost in destroying them, and by 
sunset 400 lbs. of gunpowder dust had cleared aAvay many of the houses 
from which the enemy had most annoyed us. By this time the breach 
was securely barricaded against any sudden rush and at night a Avork- 
ing party completed it . . . Nothing could exceed the zeal Avith 

Avhich all Natives worked to secure the breach and made a road 
for a gun. The day which began so darkly AA^as brightened b}’’ success 
before the sweltering sun sank behind the horizon. 

On August 17th it had been decided to undermine and bloAv uj) the 
premises of Mr. Johannes, which consisted of two masonry buildings, 
a house AAuth a toAver and an adjoining shop, and the same afternoon a 
shaft Avas sunk and the mine started from' the shops Avhich abutted on 
the Martinidre. European miners were the only men emplo 3 ’'ed on the 
Avork, and they Avere strictly enjoined to labour Avith as little noise as 
possible. Captain Fulton planned the measure, Avhich Avas pushed on 
Avith unremitting exertion by Lieutenant Innes.* 

» Licuteimnt-Geiieral JIcLeod Innes, E. E., V. C. " For sixty-four hours that officer 
scarcely restcil.” — “ The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, pagc2G6. 
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On the evening of the 20th the mine was completed and it was 
arranged to fire it the following morning. At the first streak of da-vvn 
a sharp fire of musketry was directed on Johannes’ house and the 
buildings around. The enemy expecting an assault swarmed into them 
and their lam] 0 S could be seen flitting like fire-flies here and there: 
When sufiicient light broke, the hose was fired direct from the shaft; 
the earth shook and Johannes’ house, with its tower from which the 
African eunuch (“ Bob the Nailer,” so called by the soldiers because he 
nailed every man he fired at with his sporting rifle) used to fire mth 
such deadly effect “collapsed like a house of cards,” and many of the 
enemy perished beneath the ruins.* * * § 

When the dust and vapour had cleared awa 3 % fifty Europeans under 
Captain McCabe f and Lieutenant Browm sallied forth ; the latter 
with a few men attacked the enemy’s bJitter}’-, drove them from the 
two guns and spiked them.| 

kleanwhilc Captain McCabe and his pai-ty had reached the 
verandah of the sho^^, where the}” Avore found by Captain Fulton and the 
reserve “ unable tp get into the house by the route intended, and firing 
and being fired on.’^ “ I tried the doors,” says Captain Fulton ; “ I found 
one I could move, got a peep of the enemy inside through the chinks, 
and then, calling the officer in charge, we got our backs against the 
barricade, our feet against the choJcarts% and ‘Heave ! Once ! Twice, 
Thrice,’ in Avent the door and I, too, head over heels doAvn eight feet of 
a narroAV trench, got out to find only tAVO men had yet followed in, got 
tAvo of the enemy shot, then on at the breach Avhere they had gone on 
a former occasion, got four grenadiers to ffillow nic, and some others, and 
Ave fired into the breach.” The enemy retired sulkily, not fast. Captain 
Fulton, after posting men to guai'd the approaches, got pOAvder 


* General McLeod Inncs states (“Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” pnRc 143) that the. 
mine was fired in the morning. A staff officer writes: “ Precisely at 5 r.M., the mine con- 
taining 400 lbs. of powder was sprung.” But from the conte.xt it is evident that r.M. is an 
error for A.M. The error however is repeated in Gubbins (page 266). 

f He had won his commission for planting the British Standard on the walls of .Multan. 

X It was then attempted to spike the guns, but the touch holes were found to be so Isrgv- 
and damaged 'that it was impossible to do this effectually. Into the touch-hole of one of 
the guns two large spokes of unusual size were driven; with the other nothing ceu:d e 

and it was left. But so useless was tlie operation of spiking that ere the f.'.rtr i-is 
hours within the worlcs both guns were again battering the Brig^ido Moss v.-ti 
effect. • - 

§ ChawMiat, door-sill. 
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barrels laid, hose ready, and having sent back his comrades, “ fired the 
port-fire and then Laid it on.” At that instant calls came from the lane 
that a wounded man was still to be got into our gate or sortie hole. 
“ I removed the port-fire, had the word passed, and fired the train and 
left the house, happy to be the last out and the first in. ” The explosion 
was perfect and completely levelled the shop. The destruction of the 
Johannes buildings enabled the Cawnpore battery to resume its duty of 
protecting the south-eastern angle of our position and its adjacent faces. 

The enemy, however, did not relax their efforts to destroy this 
important pok and their guns unceasingly played against it and the 
Brigade Mess. The lower storey of the latter ^vas sufficiently solid to 
•withstand the heavy shot fired at the distance of seventy or eighty 
yards, but the guards ’ houses at the top were completely wrecked and 
there was no longer any cover for our musketry to fire from. The 
Eesidency was so battered by round shot that the verandah on the west 
side came entirely down, and the whole building had become so unsafe 
that all the stores had to be removed from the, lower storej^ The 
Judicial Garrison had also been so severely damaged that it was found 
necessary to remove the women from it into the Begum Kotee. 
Anderson’s and Deprat’s posts were now a mass of ruins and Gubbins’ 
House had been rendered almost uninhabitable by a new battery which 
had been erected in a lofty enclosure known as the “ Buland Bagh ”, 
situated about five hundred yards from the south-west angle bastion. It 
consisted of a 24-pounder and a 12-pounder gun and opened fire on the 
2Gth of August. The heavy shot went crashing through the house and 
the bastion had to be quickly eft'acuated, for against such heavy metal 
the 9 -pounder Avith which it was armed was of no avail. Lieutenant 
Bonham, howcA’er, Avho had with considerable ingenuity mounted 
an eight-inch mortar as a hoAvitzer, used it Avith considerable, effect 
against the new battery.* But the battery Avas of considerable 


* To replace in some degree our lost 8-inch howitzer, and enable us to throw our shells 
horizontally as well as vertically. Lieutenant Bonham had contrived an engine which went by 
the name of the ‘ Ship ’ It was made by placing an 8-inch mortar upon a strong woode.T frame, 
upon which the piece lay horizontally, the large wedge in front having been withdrawn. Strong 

lashings which was mounted upon cast-iron 

wheeU by which the Ship was rendered movable. The elevation desired was given by small 
wedges or coicnes placed below the muzzle, and which renuieo.i i . it omi. 

Mutinies in Oudb,- by M. Gubbins, page 271. ^ adjustment. --“Ihe 


”Wrs. uauKcsviianKsjinovcairomjUr. Gubbin«i’ ^ ^ , 

She gave Mrs. Inglia a dreadful accountof the number nf Cooper’s, 

storey of Mr. Gubbins’ house. One came tTt , 1'°*^ 

strurk the foot of the bed, and mode them ■‘’^''-and Mrs. Gubbins were in bed; it 

at Lucknow,” by Mrs. Case, page 17C. ^ ^ P “ tleal frightened.” — “ Day by Uaj 
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Strength and required heavier metal to do it any permanent injury. 
The hattery at the bastion was therefore altered, and by dint of hard 
work it was completed on the last day of the month and an 18-pouuder 
gun dragged into it and put into position. Two days previously the 
upper rooms of Gubbins’ house had to be abandoned owing to the 
numbers of round shot sent through them from the 24'-pounder battery 
which the enemy had constructed opposite Innes’ post. The ladies 
were removed but much difficulty was experienced in finding quarters 
for them. Every place was crowded and they were already huddled 
four and five together in small badl}' ventilated native buildings. 
" We all slept (that is eleven ladies and seven children) on the 
floor of the Tye Khana, where we spread mattresses and got into each 
other like bits in a puzzle so as best to feel the punkah. The gentle- 
men slept upstairs in a long verandah sort of room on the side of the 
house least exposed to fire. ^ly bed consists of a purdah and a pillow. 
In the morning we all roll up our bedding and pile them in heaps 
against the Avail. We have only I’oom for very few chairs down there, 
Avhich are assigned to invalids, and most of us take our meals seated 
on the floor, Avith our plates on our knees. AVe are ahvays obliged to 
light a candle for breakfast and dinner, as the room is perfectl}' dark. 
Our usual fare consists of stCAV as being easiest to cook ; it is brought 
up in a large deckgcr * so as not to dirty a dish and a portion ladled 
out to each person. Of course Ave can get no bread or butter so 
chapatthies are the disagreeable substitute.” 

The deficiency in many articles of food grcAV serious as the month 
of August advanced. The tea and sugar, except a small store kept for 
inA'^alids, Avere exhausted. The tobacco f was also gone and Europeans 
and NatiAms suffered greatly from the Avant of it. The soldiers 
yearned -for a pipe after a hard day’s Avork, and smoked dry leaves as 
the. only substitute they could obtain. A feAV casks of porter remained 
to be guarded as a treasure. Sixteen pounds Avere paid for a dozen of 
brandy and seven pounds for a dozen of beer. The price of a ham 
was seven" pounds ; four pounds Avere given for a quart bottle of honey, 
four .pounds for tAvo small tins of preserved soup and three pounds 
for a cake of chocolate. Soap was not to be purchased Avith money. 

* Copper stewpan. 

f “ I liare given up smoking tobacco and have taken to tea-leaves and neem-leaves, -and 
guava fruit leaves instead, which the poor soldiers arc also constantly using.” — "Siege of 
Lucknow,” by L. E. R. Rees, page 205. 
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Sago’s post they were heard at work opposite the left corner of the 
Bailey Guard Gate. A shaft had already been sunk here and a gallery 
started. It was promptly advanced. But on the 26th August, as all 
sound of work had ceased, the gallery was stopped. However, the 
enemy had relinquished the work only for a period, and on the 31st of 
August the sound of the pick disclosed that they had begun again on 
the right, and were driving slantwise across the front of the post and 
across our mine. Our gallery rvas continued and' its direction^^so bent 
as to intercept the enemy. On the 18th of September their working 
party was heard to be approaching and the gallery was loaded and 
fired. The same evening they were however again heard working in a 
mine coming direct towards the middle of Saunders’ post. It was fired 
and destroyed the following day. But the enemy were not deterred 
by successive failures. Again they were heard working at the old 
gallery, and a fresh shaft had to be sunk by our engineers and a gallery 
driven out west. On the 24th September they had driven twenty-two 
feet, reached brickwork, and pierced through it. “ IVe heard the 
miners driving onwards in our direction, so we halted ; and then it 
appeared shortly that they were not eoming quite straight, only very 
close to us. It then struck our engineer that the enemy on reaching 
this brickwork would think it was the wall of the post, and would 
immediately stop work, in order to arrange to load and explode the 
mine. This proved to be the case. On meeting the wall they ceased 
working. We picked quietly into the mine, enlarged the opening, and 
found the gallery full of light at the other end, with one of the miners 
seated in it. Before he could be shot or captured, one of our party 
sneezed; the lights were at once put out, and the miner had' disap- 
peared, But we had gained possession of the mine ; as. however, the 
enemy commanded its entrance, ive exploded it, using a double charge 
to destroy more of the ground ; a safe operation, as it was at a consider- 
able distance from our own line of defence.” * 

The new battery in the Treasury post was now nearly complete 
and an 18-pounder , intended for it was got down and put in 
position.']' The battery was sixteen feet thick besides the wall in 


* "Lucknow ond Oudh in the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-General McLeod Innes, V. C 
page 138. 

t ■■ D,!=.c« .i UeW.b, , SM OIBo.r,” p. 5 . US. » U. 
by Licutcnant-Gonoral McLeod limes, page Mo. 
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I [rontanditwas constructed under a heaxy fire by sepoys and Engineers 
worn with fighting, watching and want of .sufficient food. The joy of 
the sepoys at having completed their heavy task Was marred by^ the 
loss of their gallant Commander, Major Brucre. A brave soldier and a 
splendid shot he. had done good service by picking off the enemy’s .. 
gunners. This afternoon (4th September) he was on the top of the 
Brigade Mess, and in his anxiety to get a shot at some of the rebel 
riflemen he somehow recklessly exposed himself and was shot by a 
rifle ball through the chest, which almost immediately proved fatal. 

“ Those Ayho brought his body domi had to crawl on hands and knees.” 
Tliey brought it to “ his poor wife, who had seen him only a few 
minutes before.” “ She had four children, and had lost one during 
our troubles.” In the evening they took the father away. The 
Brahmin sepo 3 's to -whom the touch of a corpse involved the terrible 
penalty of loss of caste msisted on carrying the remains * of their 
beloved commander to the grave, aiid around it stood every man of the 
corps who could be spared from the trenches. 

All day the heavy guns of the enemy battered the outpost and in 
the evening the massive under-wall on the top of the Mess-House fell 
with a loud crash. No one was hurt, though the women and children 
had a narrow escape. Several of them however refused to abandon the 
shattered building, preferring the chance of a round shot or musket-ball 
to the fetid, close atmosphere of an already' over-crowded hovel in the 
interior of our position which, after all, was perhaps hardly any safer 
from the fire of the enemy. 

The 5th at daylight the besiegers’ fire was resumed with gi'eat 
violence, and when the sun rose large masses of the enemy were 
seen moving round the Residency as if they meant to storm. Every 
man of the small garrison was soon under arms, and for some 
hours they patiently awaited under an unremitting fire of cannon the 
enemy’s, onset. At ten o’clock a low rumbling sound was lieard ; 
the earth quaked ; the houses Avere shaken ; and a huge cloud of 
smoke shrouded Gubbins’ Bastion. The gairison seizing their arms 
rushed toward it expecting to find a yawning chasm. The enem^’' had 
however miscalculated their distance and the bastion was safe. When, 
the whirling clouds of smoke and dust had rolled away, the yelling 
assailants rushed forth and SAvarmed around its base. Applying a huge 

#‘‘Tlic Siege of Lucknow: A diary,” by the Hon’blo Lady Inglis, page \ 42 . 
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ladder with a double row of rungs they speedily began to mount./ \ ' 
A few reached the entrance of the gun, when they were struck down \ ; 
by hand grenades, and a concentrated fire of musketry dashed them \ . 
to earth. Again and again they attempted to clamber up the ladder. 1 ' 
It was all in vain. After an hour they retreated in dark groups to t 
the houses from whence they had come, leaving at the foot of the ' 
bastion a pile of their dead. 

Shortly after the explosion of the mine at Gubbins’ Bastion 
the enemy sprung another mine close to the Brigade Mess* and 
advanced boldly, “ but soon the coi*pses strewed in the gai'den front of 
the post bore testimony to the fatal accuracy of the rifle and musketry . 
fire of the gallant members of that garrison, and the enemy fled igno- 
miniously leaving their leader, a fine looking old Native officer, among 
the slain.” At other posts they made similar attacks but with less 
resolution, and everywhere with the same want of success. A third 
mine no doubt would have been sprung by them at Saunders’ post 
if it had not been destroyed the previous day, for when the assaults 
began the enemy opened out from the battery at the Lutkun Durwaza 
opposite the Bailey Guard Gate. The new 18-pounder battery 
•which had been erected on the Treasury post was unmasked and boldly 
a'nswexed. Sight sepoys of the 18th, Native I-nfantvy, proud of the' ■ 
battery which had been solely constructed by them and was entirely- 
under their charge, assisted by three artillerymen, loaded and worked 
the 18-pounder, and after three or four rounds succeeded in silencing 
the 18-pounder opposed to them. Before sunset the firing had ceased, 
but long after the action the enemy could be seen carrying away their 
killed and wounded over the bridges. 

The dawn fovmd them unusually quiet. “We were so accustomed,” 
wrote one, “ to the constant unceasing ci’ack of the enemy’s musketry 
that we felt uncomfortable if we did not hear it.” Soon after noon 
Captain Fulton with a few sepoys made a sortie to. bloAv up a house 
near Innes’s post which, owing to the enemy having loopholed it, had 
become dangerous. Descending the wall which formed our defence 
by a ladder. Captain Fulton and a few men captured the house by a . 
gallant rush. “ I put two barrels of powder in it and retired, and to 
my disgust found some of the people •who had gone with me loitering. 
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The consequence was, I was delayed, and the powder going off,, half 

buried me in ruins. A sepoy by my side was buried up ta hi& ^vaist,. 

and I got a very severe contusion, which I thought, rather the Doctor 

thought, had broken my arm, but it is mending fast, so could not have' 

been broken.” * In these few simple words a brave soldier records^ 

a generous and noble act. After the barrels^ had been placed in the- 

house Fulton, as he tells, ordered the sepoys to retire. He then fired 

the train and ran back to mount the ladder, but found his command 

had been disobeyed, for the sepoys had loitered to gather some wood. 

Not a moment was to be lost. A few yards from him was the house 

containing two baiTels of gunpowder. The train had been fired. The' 

danger was imminent. But the sepoys must not perish for their 

disobedience. He bid them mount swiftl3^ But before the last man 

could place his foot on the lowest rung the explosion took place- 

burying him to the waist, and a piece of timber struck Fulton. “ His 

escape w'as marvellous, for the wall Avhich was blown down was not 

ten feet distant from where he stood.” f 

Four days later Fulton, undeterred by his wound, went forth on 

another voyage of discovery. “ At one o’clock,” he wrote, " I went to 

a suspected spot, and after failing, owing to my arm, to get on a cross 

wall to get a bit of a peep, I got a clever little corporal to go, and we 

discovered another mine under the church wall, * We went down, broke 

into the house, the enemy bolted leaving one sepoy’s jacket, three 

pairs of shoes and three baskets. They had progressed twenty-five 

feet. We destroyed the house, with their works, with two barrels of 

powder.” I 

This is the last entry in the Diary of Captain Fulton. On the 
14th September while reconnoitring from a battery in Mr. Gubbius’ 
post he was struck dead by a round shot. “ He was lying at full 
length in one of the embrasures, with a telescope in his hand. He 
turned his face with a smile on it and said, ‘ They are just going to 
fire ; ’ and sure enough they did. The shot took away the whole of 
the back of Captain Fulton’s head, leaving his face like a mask still on 
his neck. When he was laid on his back on a bed we could not see how 


* “ JIS. Diary of Captain Fulton, R.E.” 
t “The Mutinies in Oudh,” by M. Gubbins, page 287. 
J “ MS. Diary of Captain Fulton.” 
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he had been killed.” *, So died George Fulton', a soldier whose valour no' 
danger could appal, whose confidence and resource no trial could exhaust. 
His courtes}'^ and kindness made him dear to officers and men, and his 
cheerful bearing and noble temper inspii’ed them with his own energy 
and cool determination. His name will stand, for unto him his 
comrades have given the proud title of “The Defender of Lucknow.” 

On the 16 th of September Ungud, the pensioner, was again sent 
forth with a letter, done up in a piece of quill, to take to General 
Havelock at Cawnpore. General Inglis wrote, “ Since the date of my 
last letter, the enemy have continued to persevere unceasingly in their 
efforts against this position, and the firing has never ceased either day 
or night * * * I shall be quite out of rum for the haen for eight 
days; but we have been living on reduced rations, s'o' I hope’ to be 
able to get on pretty well until the 18 th proximo. ' If you have not 
relieved us by that time, we shall have no meat left, as I must keep 
some bullocks to move my guns about the position ; as it is, I have 
had bo kill nearly all the gun bullocks, as my men could nob perform 
the hard work without animal food. I am most anxious to hear of 
your advance to reassure the native soldiers.” 

An impression had arisen among the natives of the garrison, and 
^Yas growing stronger day by day, that further resistance ivas hopeless. 
The belief was current among them that Ungud’s stories were false 
and that no relieving force was nigh. Some officers also had their 
misgivings as to the possibility of relief. Havelock might draAv near. 


* “ Captain Birnli’s account T The^Siege of Lucknovr. A Diary.” By tho Honourable 
Laily Inglis, page 14G. 

“ When I met two men carrying a litter with the too familiar officer stretched out on it 
under a bloodstained cloth and, asking who it was, heard it was Fulton, I felt that we had 
sustained as great a blow as when Sir Henry died, and I felt sad for the loss of so' noble a 
fellow, when lifting the cloth I saw the pallid face of my friend with the lop of the head 
carried away.” — " MS. Diary of Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart.” 

t “ He was a highly gifted, cool, brave and chivalrous officer, fertile in resources, and 
a favourite both with officers and men.” — “Defence of Lucknow, by a Staff Officer,” page 159. 

“ And with his shrewd and resolute face, and his cheerful bcaring. he did more than any' 
other twenty men to keep up the spirits of the garrison. Wherever he appeared, it was the 
signal tn be up and doing.” — “Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-General 
McLeod Innes, page 1 54. 

“He was ‘The D-fendcr of Lucknow,' and was tho heart' and soul of the contest that 
was so long and energetically waged against such fearful odds. 1 knety him well and shared 
fully all the admiration.” — “MS. Diary of Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart.’’ 
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but would he be able with a small force to cut his way through a 
labju'inth of streets stoutly barricaded and held by a large and dis- 
ciplined body of men? Indeedit would have been strange if there 
had been no moments of despondenc)'. The diminutive garrison was 
exhausted by want of proper food, continued watching, and cruel 
anxiety ; and it was no small aggravation of their sufferings that no 
shelter could be obtained from the autumnal rains which were unusually 
heavy. Eighty-four days of constant battering had destroyed the roofs 
of the houses. “ The shot fired by the enemy were yesterday (September 
7) collected and 280 round shot, varying in size from a 24-pounder to a 
3-pounder, Avere gathered from the roof of the Brigade Mess alone.” * 
The buildings Avere dismantled on all sides by the enem 3 ’^’s cannon, and 
many breaches Avere opened. But as the Avorks began to give y^ay, the 
more determined were the garrison to rely on their own bravery and 
strength. It was resolved that Avhen the outer fortifications had 
crumbled .to pieces they would retire to the inner posts and defend 
them to their last breath. No man or Avoraan or child should fall alive 
into the hands of the rebels. 

The courage of the women had never faltered. But the heart of 
the most sanguine greAv sick Avith hope deferred. “Oh these sad 
scenes of death abd sorroAV,” wrote one of tliem, " AA^hen are they to 
come to an end ? ” On the ISth there Avas a partial eclipse of the sun. 
“ To many of our Aveary hearts, sunshine has been eclipsed for a long 
long time : aa'Iio knows hoAV soon it ma 3 ' appear again.” Now after a 
long night of sorroAv the day of rejoicing aa'us approaching. On Sunday 
morning, September 20th, the garrison asAA^as their wont assembled for 
the service of God at the Brigade Mess. That holy day there came 
home to the captives the heart of the meaning of the noble Psalms 
appointed to be read, and out of their souls’ travail Avent forth the 
appeal : “ Hide not thy face from me in the time of trouble ; incline thine 
ear unto me Avhen I call ; Oh hear me and that right soon.” And they 
Avere reminded that “ This shall be Avritten for those that come after.” 
“ Out of the heaven did the Lord behold the earth: That he might 
heed the mouriiings of such as are in captivity and deliver the children 
appointed unto death.’^ The Lord heard their mournings and He 
pitied them according to the multitude of His mercies. On Tuesday, 
September 22nd, there' came to “ the children appointed unto death ” 
glad tidings of deliverance. 
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t ember 


* “ Upfence of Lucknow, by a Staff officer,” page 84. 
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Ungud crept into the entrenchment late at night bringing tvith 
him a letter from General Outram, dated September 20th. “ The ariny 
crossed the river yesterday/-’ he wrote, “ and all the material being over 
now, marches towards you to-morrow, and with the blessing of God will 
now relieve you. The rebels, we hear, intend making one desperate 
assault on you as we approach the city, and will be on the watch in 
expectation of your weakening your garrison to make a diversion in our 
favour as we attack the city. I beg to warn you against being enticed to 
venture far from your works. When you see us engaged in your vicinity, 
such diversion as you could make without in any way risking your 
position should only be attempted.” Hope that they should soon be 
saved filled the hearts of all with gladness. 

Next morning, September 23rd, the rain ceased, the sun came out 
and the clouds rolled away, and the sound of distant guns imthe direc- 
tion of Cawnpore was heard. As the day wore on, the reports became 
louder and more frequent, “ Each boom seemed to say. We are coming 
to save you.” Expectation grew more intense. SeveralTmagined they 
heard musketry. Great was the joy and exultation. " The fire keeps 
approaching, Hurrah !” The sepoys whose faith and loyalty had been 
sorely tried began to realise that the relief so often foretold and 
expected was now at hand. XJngud literally danced with joy, exclaiming 
as each shot was heard; “Our troops have, arrived (Humafa kumpoo 
S,geea),” and jeering and snapping his fingers at his incredulous comrades 
he asked, “ Who is the liar now ?” * Till sunset the distant cannonade 
could be heard from time to time, and then all was quiet throughout 
the night. There was however but little sleep in the garrison. 

In the morning the distant cannonade was again heard, and large 
bodies of the enemy were seen moving through the city to the right and 
left. No news of any kind however had reached the garrison, and as 
the day advanced their anxiety grew more intense. Some argued that 
the advancing force must have met with a check. The natives again 
began to lose hope. Ungud was silent. So listening, scrutinizing and 
guessing, they spent that long day. When evening fell the flashes of our 
guns could be seen in the far distance like the beacon that glibtereth 
above the dark ocean and giveth hope and courage to the storm- 
tossed mariner. 

On the 25th at dawn of day the garrison again heard in the distance 
the growl of cannon, and by sunrise it had grown into a loud sullen 


** “ The Mutinies in Oudh,” by ainrtin Gubbins, page 298. 
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roai’. At 10 A.M. a sepoy penetrated into Gubbins’ post, and as the 
surprised sentry was about to floor him with his musket, he produced a 
letter, and was recognised as a frienAy messenger. The letter was from 
General Outram, but it had been witten before his of the 20th, and 
it only announced his intention shortly to cross the Ganges. The 
niessenger could give no account of the advancing force beyond its 
having reached the outskirts of the city. 

About 11 A.M. the cannonade died away, but in a few minutes two 
large fires were seen blazing in the city and crowds moving to and fro 
in the streets. The muttered rattle of musketry fell on their ears and 
volumes of black smoke were seen rolling over the house-tops. All the 
garrison was on the alert, and the excitement amongst these brave men 
was painful to behold. About 1 p.m. fugitive families were seen like a 
swarm of ants passing across the bridges with bundles on their heads. 
Soon after armed men and sepoys accompanied by large bodies of 
cavalry were descried following in their footsteps, and from every 
gun and mortar that could be brought to bear a constant shower 
of heavy missiles was poured upon the flying troops. But the 
assailants were still in activity and determined not to release the 
entrenchment from their ii'on grasp. The breaching batteries all around 
continued to play vdth astounding rapidity, and from every loophole 
there streamed a swift discharge of musketry. Then, as a flight of bullets 
swept over the head of the garrison a whistling sound was heard and 
a cry arose from the soldiers, “It is the Minie.” At once they under- 
stood that friends were near and they gazed searchingly about the lines, 
but they could only see the enemy firing swiftly and heavily from the flat 
roofs of the houses. Then, after the lapse* of five long minutes they 
beheld our soldiers fighting their way through one of the main streets. 
Many fell at every step, but straight on they came fighting man to 
man. Now at the sight of them “from every pit, trench and battery, 
from behind the sandbags piled on shattered houses, from every post still 
held by a feAV gallant spirits rose cheer on cheer.” Many of the Avounded 
craAvled forth, from the hospital to join in that gallant shout of AVelcome. 
And when darkness came near, Havelock and Outran! accompanied by a 
feAV Highlanders and Sikhs were at the Bailey Guard Gate. It had been 
barricaded and a bank of earth thrown up inside, and so the Generals 
entered in by the em^^asure at Aitkeu’s batteiy, Avhich, having been 
Avell knocked about, admitted them, the'staff, and many of the soldiers 
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•who had kept pace with their mounted leaders. “ We hardly expected , 
you in before to-morrow,” said Brigadier Inglis. General Havelock 
answered, “ When I saw your battered gate, I determined to be in before 
nightfall.'” 

Soon after the earth was removed, the battered gate was thrown 
open, and through the archway of the Bailey Guard Gate streamed 
Havelock’s force. Men and women with their children were there to 
wekome them. The big, rough-bearded soldiers seized “ the little 
children out of our arms, kissing them with tears rolling down their 
cheeks, and thanking God they had come in time to save them from the 
fate of Cawnpore. . . Everyone’s tongue seemed going at once with so 
much to ask and tell, and the faces of utter strangers beamed upon each 
other like those of dearest friends and brothers.” * For eighty-seven 
days the garrison had lived in utter ignorance of all that had 
taken place outside. Wives Avho had long mourned their husbands 
as dead were again restored to them ; others, fondly looking fonvard to 
glad meetings Avith those near and dear to them, now for the first time 
learnt that they were no more. A Avoman Avho endured the unutterable 
anguish of that moment has told us hoAv on hearing the cheering her 
first thought Avas of her husband : Avhether he had accompanied the 
reinforcement. “ And I Avas not long left in suspense, for the first 
officer I spoke to told me he Avas coming up Avith them, and that they 
had shared the same doolie on the preAUOus night. My first impulse 
AViAS to thank God that he had come ; and then I ran out Avith baby 
amongst the croAvd to see if I could find him, and walked up and doAvn 
the road to the Bailey Guard Gate, AA'atching the face of everyone that 
came in ; but I looked in vain 'for the one that I AA-^anted to see, and 
then I AVfis told that my husband a\mi.s Avith the heavy artillery and 
Avould not be in till the next morning, so I Avent back to my own room. 
I could not sleep that night.” At daAvn she dressed herself “ and baby 
in the one clean dress which I had kept for him throughout the siege 
xmtil his father should come.” She then took him out and met a 
friend Avho told her that her husband Avas just coming in, that they 
had been sharing the same tent on the march and that he Avas in high 
spirits at the thought of meeting his Avife and child again. “I waited 
expecting to see him, but he did not come.” All that day she sat at 


•“A Lady’s (Mrs. G. Harris’s) Diary of the Siege of Lucknow,” page 120. 
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the door watching for him “ again full of happiness.” “ I felt he was 
so near to me that at any moment we might be togetlier again,” In 
the evening she took the babe U23 to the top of the Residency to look 
■down the road, “ but I could not see him coming and returned back to 
my room disappointed.” Dawn found her watching for her husband, 
and still he came not, and my heart was growing very sick with anxiety. ” 
In the afternoon a friend came to see her. “ He looked so kindly and 
so sadly in my face and I said to him, ‘ How strange it is my husband 
•does not come in ? ‘ Yes ’, he said, ‘ it is strange ! ’ and turned round and 
went out of the room. Then the thought struck me : Something has 
happened which they do not like to tell me ! But this was agony too 
great almost to endure, to hear that he had been struck down at our 
very gates.” And there burst from her the same cry that Helen 
wailing with deep sobs spake among the women of Troy : “ My poor 

little fatherless boy '. -who is to care for us now.” 

The story of the defence of the Lucknow Residency is a tale 
which will alwa3^s stir the hearts of Englishmen and Englishwomen, 
for there does not stand recorded in the annals of war an achievement 
more truly heroic. The scene of that memorable defence was no 
fortress strong by nature and art, no walled city like Saragossa and 
Londonderry maimed by its own inhabitants, but a range of fragile 
buildings encircled by such entrenchments as could hastily be thrown 
up in a few days. The garrison consisted, not of a brigade or 
European regiment but of a portion of one British regiment, some 
hundred and fifty loyal sepoys, and a motley gathering of civilians. 
Day by day thej’- dwindled away, worn out by wounds, disease, and 
insufficient food, heat' by day and cold by night, heart-sickness and 
the insufferable stench of putrefying corpses. The steady waste of 
precious lives is illustrated by the following figures. Of the 927 
Europeans and East Indian men present on the 1st of July, only 677 
remained alive on the day of relief (25th September), and of these 
.many were sick or wounded. Of 765 Natives, 130 were dead and 230 
had deserted. Thus, in 87 days the garrison had fallen from 1,692 to 
1,179, and this included many sick and wounded. The casualties 
among the Artillery officers bear testimony to the severity of the losses. 
On the 1st July there were nine officers present, of these five were 
killed or died of wounds. One was three times wounded and survived ; 
two were . once wounded and recovered ; and one alone remained 
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untouclied.'^- Against this small and daily decreasing band of men 'wore - 
arrayed six thousand trained soldiers and a vast host of armed men 
animated by an insane and bloodthirsty fanaticism. Their hea^y guns 
liosted almost in securitj?^ wthin fifty yards of the entrenchment 
poured forth for three months a nearly incessant fire, and their musketry 
was so searching that it penetrated the innermost retreat of the women 
and children and of the wounded. The combats before the walls were 
of frequent occurrence, and desperate attempts repeatedly made to ; 
force an entry after blowing in the defences had to be repelled. Such 
were the main features of this famous siege of which Lord Canning 
wrote : — • 
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“ That defence has not only called forth all the energy and daring . 
which belongs to Englishmen in the hour of conflict ; but it has exhi- 
bited, continuously and in the highest degree, that noble and sustained 
courage which against enormous odds and fearful disadvantages, against 
hope deferred, and through unceasing toil and wear of body and mind, 
still holds on day after day and triumphs/’ f 

Forty-two years before the relief of the garrison at Lucknow, 
Henry Havelock became Second-Lieutenant in the old' Ninety -fifth, 
now the Eifle Brigade. He was assigned to the company commanded . 
by Captain Hemy Smith, who had served in the Peninsular War, from 
the battle of Vimiera to that of Corunna, and lives in history as the 
victor of Aliwal. Havelock took up his work as a soldier in earnest, 
and not only did he apply himself to the practical duty he had to 
perfonn, but he read, with close attention, all the military histoiy to 
which he could obtain access. After eight years’ service in England, 
feeling that India presented a wider field for action, he exchanged 
into the 13th Light Infantry, sailed for Calcutta, and landed in the 
Capital of Bengal in May 1823. He arrived in India fully prepared 
for his work, and he had not been a twelve-month there before he was 
called upon to test his professional knowledge in the exacting school 
of experience. When the First Burmese War had been declared, 
Havelock’s military attainments having become known, he was 
appointed Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General in the head-quarter staff 


‘ A Lecture on the Relief of Lucknow,” by General Sir Henry Norman, page 


_ _ ' ' J > 1-6'- 

ladies wore billed during the siege, .and nine wives of ofBccrs and uncovenanted 

dud, with no loss than 53 European or East Indian children.” 

-.--1 . . • ■ 


"Two 

gentlemen died, with no loss than 53 Europl: 

dligbt Hon'ble the Governor-General of India in Council, 
dated l urt A\ illiam, 8th December 1857. v.ouncn. 



INTRODUCTION 


107 


of the expedition. During the campaign he showed not only great 
administrative ability, but coolness and promptitude when command- 
ing troops in action.* At the close of the war Havelock returned to 
regimental duty at Dinapore, for a few months, when he was appointed 
to the Adjutancy of the depot of King’s troops at Chinsura, the old 
Dutch settlement. Here he remained three years, taking charge 
of the recruits as they arrived from England, and drilling them and 
forwarding them to their respective corps. Tho facts of the Burmese 
Campaign had, however, left a strong impression on his mind, for he 
had seen things done which did not correspond with his ideas of 
exactitude and foresight. He had studied the theory of war from 
the day he had become a soldier, and had meditated upon its 
principles. He had followed Caesar and Alexander, and had critically 
analyzed the structure of the campaigns of Marlborough, Frederick, 
Wellington, and Napoleon : be, therefore, determined to write “ A 
Sketch of the Military Events of the First War against the Barbarians 
of Ava.” “ I wish to present my pages, he wrote, “ uniformly 
with the Napoleon Metnoirs. I hope neither you, nor the world, 
will attribute this species of imitation to vanity : I think it is the best 
form of Military History. It is, in fact, a very trifling improvement on 
the plan of the Commentaries of the Koman Dictator.” “ The Cam- 
paigns in Ava ” was published at Serampore early in 1828. Havelock, 
a man of intellectual vigour, had left Charter House f a good scholar and 

* A party to which ho had boon attached was sent to capture a stockade “which,” as 
he wrote to Lieutenant Gardner, “was situated in the midst of a jungle terribly thick and 
tangled, and most disrespectfully near our position. The senior olBcer, who had just risen 
from a sick bed, was exhausted by fatigue, and unable to act, nnd I, ns the only staff officer 
present, seized the reins at rather a critical moment. The troops did not support mo, as 
older soldiers would have done j not that they evinced any disposition to go about, but they 
stood wasting ammunition in on exposed situation, when they should have pushed en avanl, 
and used their bayonets, os I bid them do. I had sixteen of my friends of the 13th killed, 
and wounded, and poor Barrett’s right arm shot off. After this my pioneers (IMadrasseos) 
fairly flung down the ladders and would not budge, though I coaxed, harangued, and thrashed 
them by turns, all under the best fire our feeble enemy could keep up and within pistol- 
shot of the work. At length, with European aid, I got my ladders fixed, and carried my 
point just when darkness rendered the capture useless.” — “Memoirs of Major-General Sir 
Henry Havelock, k.c.b.,” by John Clark Marshman, page 22. 

t Nearly contemporary with him “ were Connop Thirlwall, now Bishop of St. David’s ; 
George Waddington, Dean of Durham, distinguished as a scholar and a man of letters ; Gcorgo 
Grote, the historian of Greece j Archdeacon Halcjnow Master of the Charter House 5 Alderman 
Thompson, member, for Northumberland; Sir' 'William Macnaghten, ' the talented hut 
unfortunate envoy at Cahul ; the Right Hon’blo Fox Maule, now Sccrotory-at-War; Eastlako, 
the painter; nnd Yates, tUcactor.” — "Memoirs of Sir Henry Havelock, K.c.n.,” by John Clark' 
Marshman, page 7. 
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during all his busy, military career he studied the majestic works of the 
Old World. He loved Homer, and took pattern by Thucydides.* The 
materials of " The Campaigns of Ava " were collected -with the most 
scrupulous care : the events are related with the strictest impartiality 
and wonderful clearness in detail. Havelock told the commanders 
their faults and suggested such remedies as the study of great cam- 
paigns had suggested to him. But his bold strictures on their tactics 
made many enemies, and created a prejudice against him. This 
prejudice was somewhat heightened by Havelock’s deficiency in that 
buoyancy of temper which enables one to take life easily. His intellect 
was grave and concentrated.! He was a Puritan soldier, and he 
had the old Puritans’ great confidence in God’s government, their 
view and sense of a close relation with the Unseen : to him, as to 
them, the trials of life were divinely appointed, and sorrow was to be 
borne and work done in sure and certain hope. When stationed at 
Chinsura he was near Serampore, the home of the noble missionary 
brotherhood. He often visited them, and took a deep interest in 
their work. His strong religious beliefs impelled him to join 
their community, and on the 9th February, 1829, he man-ied 


* The preface of his work consists of a long quotation from Thncy.iidos (Lib. VI, Cap. H 
and 12) in the original Greek and without a translation; and tho following quotation from 
Bacon’s Essay ‘‘of Empire”: — • 

‘‘ Neither is the opinion of some of the schoolmen to bo received : ‘ that a war cannot 
justly be made, but upon a precedent injury or provocation.’ For there is no question but 
a just fear of an imminent danger though there be no blow given, is a lawful cause of war.” 

t‘‘ It is the fashion, especially in his own corps, to sneer at him: his manners are cold, 
while his religious opinions (Baptist) seclude him from Society ; but the whole of them 
together would not compensate for his loss. Brave to admiration, imperturbably cool, looking 

at his profession as a science, and, as far os I can see or judge, correct in bis views.” “The 

Career of Major Broadfoot, c.n..” by Major W. Broadfoot, R.E., page 39. 

Henry Havelock wrote to Major Broadfoot, 6th May 1 843 :— “But now, before quitting tliis 
subject on which I have too long dilated, let me ask, my good friend, what it is you mean 
exactly by prejudices against me, the mention of which you reiterate ? Tell me plainly. I 
am not aware of any. Old Willoughby Cotton, indeed, and others used to tell me that it was 
to loved at Horse Guards and in other quarters that I professed to fear God as woU as honour 
to Queen and that Lord Hill and sundry other wise persons had made up their minds that 
no man could at once, be a saini and a soldier. Now I daresay such great aitharities must be . 

vim Cromwell, and Gustavus Adol- 

I ™ 

not cbanKP rov opinions ^ 5“ tl>ot great, matter I should 

it .i.,T b. „v o. w, ' ,T i 

Qm /,„■ , "" 5““' I'hiiilj «nd roundl,. 
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Hannah, the daughter of Dr. Marshman, one of the most eminent of 
that illustrious hand of scholars and Christian -workers. Twenty-six 
years after, he -wrote to his wife, on the anniversary of their wedding- 
day : “ I have not repented, that I will seriously assert and maintain. 
On the contrary, my submission to the ‘ yoke ’ has been the source of 
nearly all the satisfaction and happiness which retrospect presents to 
me on the chequered map of my sixty years’ experience.” The 
letters to his wife and children exhibit the tenderness of disposition 
possessed by the resolute and. strict Puritan soldier, whose chief 
characteristic was faithful, single-hearted devotion. Three things 
occupied his heart — his family, his religion, and his profession. He did 
not allo-\v his piety to detract from his military duties. A holy 
ambition guided him. The day after his first victo^ he wrote : “ One 
of the prayers, often repeated throughout my Hfe, since my school days, 
has been answered, and I have had to command in a successful action.” 
But he had to wait in patience for the atoning hour to come. 

The year 1838 maj'^ be regarded as the turning-point in Havelock’s 
career ; for it was then, after twenty years’ service, he obtained, at the 
age of forty-three, the rank of Captain, and the war with Afghanistan 
gave the opportunity of again showing his military capacity in the field. 
The two most striking incidents in that unfortunate campaign, and the 
ones which most rivet the imagination, are the storming of Ghazni, 
and the heroic defence of Jellalabad. In both Havelock played a 
subordinate, 3’^et not obscure, part. He has given us a vigorous account 
of how the “ forlorn hope ” at Ghazni “ won gradually their way 
onward, till at length its commanders, and their leading files, beheld, 
over the heads of their infuriated opponents, a'small portion of blue sky, 
and a twinkling star or two, and then, in a moment, the headmost 
soldiers found themselves within the place.” * 

After the occupation of Cabul, as the country seemed fairly tran- 
quil,, the army of the Indus was broken up, and only a small force left 
to maintain order. Sir Willoughby Cotton, who commanded the divi- 
sion, pressed Havelock who was his aide-de-camp to stay with him, and 
offered him, in addition, the post of Persian interpreter. But Havelock 
had kept careful notes of the campaign, and was anxious to publish 
them before the interest in the war should abate. “ I am too old 
for fame,” he wrote ; ” bare lucre for my boys’ education is • the only 
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Narrative of the War in Afghanistan in 1838-39,” by Captain Henry Havelock, 
volume 2, page 76. 
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object,” He therefore declined the offer, and hastened to Seraniporc, 
where he quickly moulded his notes into form, working from night to 
morn at the task. The work was set up in type at that station and 
despatched with all speed to England, where it was published in two 
duodecimo volumes : but it brought the author neither fame nor lucre,. 
The war had never excited any enthusiasm in England, and all interest 
in it had ceased after the occupation of Cabul. The book had no sale, 
and was little read, though it deserved a better fate. It is a clear 
and impartial narrative, containing scenes not unworthy to rank with 
the account of the storming of Badajoz, and the dark retreat from 
Astorga to Corunna. ^ 

Disappointed at the reception of his book, Havelock’s thoughts again' 
turned to Afghanistan, and in the beginning of IS^;! he returned to 
Cabul as Persian interpreter on the staff of General William Elphinstone, 
who had succeeded General Cotton. A few months after his return 
the wild tribes began to make raids, and block the passes, and 
the 13th Kegiment and 35th Native Infantry, under Brigadier-General 
Sir R. Sale, had to be sent to punish them, and open the road. Have- 
lock obtained leave to accompany his own regiment. On entering the 
Khoord Cabul Pass the brigade was so vigorously attacked that Sale; 
who had been severely wounded, leaving an advanced guard to watch 
the mouth of the Pass, fell back to Buthkak, the camping-ground, one 
march from Kabul in the direction of Jellalabad. He sent Havelock 
to Kabul to bring supplies and troops, who after a week returned with 
them. Sale’s force, now considerably strengthened, pushed its way by 
sheer hard fighting — in which Havelock had his share — through the 
Pass till it reached Gundamuk, thirty miles on the Kabul side of 
Jellalabad.* Here tidings reached them of the insurrection at Cabul, and 
Sale was asked by our Envoy to return through the Passes. On receipt 
of the request the General summoned a Council of War, at which 
Havelock was present. Not being a Commanding Officer he had no 
vote, but he took part in the discussion, and urged many cogent reasons 
for not retracing their steps. Five or six thousand men at Kabul, well 


• Major Broadfoot wrote : — “ Sale’s Camp, Gundumuk, dtb November 1841 j — Suffice it to 
ray wc liavc bad military operations far more severe than we expected : instructive professionally 
by showing that against even Afghans no rules of military science can be neglected with 
impunity, and interesting to tbose mucb employed from tbc difficulty of the country and iho 
boldness of the enemy.” — " The Career of Major Broadfool, C.B.,” by Major W. Broadfoot, 
11. B., page 38. 
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furnished all the munitions of war, he argued, should be able to 
hold their ' own against an armed population. Sale’s brigade was 
small, and it had been weakened by every step in advance. It had 
been barely able to fight its way to Gundamuk, and now it would 
have to fight every yard of the way back through the mountains, 
amidst appalling difficulties. The supply of cartridges was scanty. 
The snow was on the mountains ; the cold was intense ; the force badly 
clothed ; and the deficiency in transport would compel them to abandon 
their tents. The sick and wounded, amounting to three hundred, 
must be placed in a position of safety. To leave them at Gundamuk 
meant certain destruction ; in Jcllalabad they would be safe. The 
occupation of that fortress would give the Kabul force a point on 
which to retire, and secure a fortified point d'appni on the road to 
India, to which a relieving force might advance. The council resolved 
to move on Jellalabad.* 

On the 12th of November Sale’s brigades encamped under the 
walls of Jellalabad. During the siege the sound judgment of Havelock 
w'as of the utmost service in the Council of War, his sound knowledge 
of his profession, in repairing the works, and his coolness and courage, 
in leading the sorties. He firmly, though unostentatiously, supported 
Major Broadfoot in preventing the capitulation, and in persuading 
General Sale to make the decisive attack on the besiegers on 7 th April. 
A wound prevented Major Broadfoot from taking a part in the engage- 
ment, and his misfortune “ brought conspicuously forward one of the 
best officers in the service, — Captain Havelock of the 13th, w’ho that 
day, to the public advantage, took my place.” To Havelock was given 
the command of the third right column, and it was in a great measure 
due to his skill and daring that a complete victoiy was won. Nine days 
after General Pollock reached Jellalabad, and the relieving force was 
played into camp by the band of the 13th, to the tune “ Oh, but ye’ve 
kin lang o’ cornin’.” Havelock was informed that he had been appointed 

by the Commander-in-Chief in India Deputy Adjutant-General of 

« 

* The decision has been much questioned. Sir Herbert Edwnrdeshas said — "Of course it 
-will always remain a moot point whether Sale could have returned or not ; and if he had re- 
turned, whether it would have saved the Kabul force. From Sale’s own account it is probable 
he could not have returned in a state of efficiency ; but there were at least two men with Sale’s 
brigade who would have made all the difference : — one — Henry Havelock— who would have re- 
called the discipline and spirit of poor Elphinstone’s subordinates, if mortal man could do it : the 
other — George Broadfoot — who, in the last resort, would have dared to supply the army with a 
leader.” — “The Career of Major Broadfoot, c.n.,” by Major AV. Broadfoot, R. E., page 41. 
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the Infantry Division, and in that capacity he accompanied the aveng- 
ing army to Kabul. He was present at the clearing of the Jugdalak 
Pass, and at Tezin where the Afghans made their final stand.* On 
September the 15.th Pollock marched unmolested to Kabul. Havelock 
accompanied the expedition promptly sent to succour the captives, 
and after their release he proceeded as Deputy Assistant Adju- 
tant-General with the force sent under the command of General 
McCaskell to take the virgin fortress of IstaliflF. To Havelock the 
success of the expedition and the brilliant victory gained were mainly 
due.f On the 17th of December, 1842, the Governor-General received 
with considerable pomp the war-worn regiments from Afghanistan — 
the “illustrious garrison” of Jellalabad being the first to march across 
the bridge of boats over the broad waters of the Sutlej. “ I crossed it,” 
wrote Havelock, “ in the suite of Sir Bobert Sale, borrowed for the hour 
as a part of the triumphant pageant with which India’s ruler greeted 
him who was truly regarded as, under Providence, its preserver. Thus 
auspiciously terminated my four years’ connection with Afghanistan.” 
For his services in Afghanistan Havelock w'as made a C.B. He 
had begun the campaign as a Captain, and a Captain he came out 
at its close ; and as his staff appointment terminated with the war 
he returned to the command of a company of the 13th Light Infantry. 

On the 30th of June 1843, Havelock got his majority j: without 
purchase, and soon after his promotion he was made Persian inter- 
preter on the staff of the new Commander-in-Chief, Sir Hugh Gough, 


* ''tVhcn the British troops ascended the hills to drive the Afghans off, a determined 
struggle ensued ; the Afghans came down to meet them, and in more places than one on that 
day there was a practical exhibition of sword vertus bayonet.” — " The Career of Major Broad- 
foot, C.H.,” by Major 'W. Broadfoot, R.E., paee IGO. 

f "Eldred Pottinger, who was present, and whose services on that occasion were of. great 
value, recognizing Havelock's worth, said to him that his presence at Kabul during the time 
of trial there would have altered the aspect of affairs. To him Havelock replied, 'I will not 
undertake to say that I could have saved Kabul; but I feel confident that George Broadfoot 
would have done it.’ ” — “The Career of Major Broadfoot, c.d.,” by Major W. Broadfoot, R. E., 
page 103. 

lllo wrote to Major Broadfoot — “This perhaps was not a great boon after twenty- 
eight years’ service, twenty of them in India; but it was conceded with the air of one, it being 
urged that the retirements were nearly all filled up, and the applicants for them of very low 
standing. Pattison being allowed to go out in ray favour, was therefore made an act of grace 
to me, with the innuendo, I expect, that it closed the door to all further claim for the last 
Afghan rampaign.”_“Thc Career of Major Broadfoot, c.B.,” by Major W. Broadfoot, 
U. E., page 198. 
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whose camp he joined at; Cawnpore, in time to take part in the Gw^alior 
Campaign. On the 28th of December, 1843, at Maharajpore, the 
English once more encountered the Mahrattas. They fought Avith all 
their ancient valour, but had, after a desperate resistance, to yield to 
British bayonets. .. In the very crisis of its success Havelock rallied 
the ’SGth !N’abh'’e Infantry that were advancing at too slow a pace, 
reminded them that they Avore fighting under the very eye of their 
Comniander-in-Chief, and placing himself at their head led them, 
amidst a storm of shot, against the batteries of the enemy'. For 
Jlaharajpore he received his BreA'et Lieutenant-Colonelcy, Avhen he had 
been a soldier tAventy’-eight ymars. 

Tavo years after the GAvalior Campaign the first Sikh War began, 
and Havelock Avas by' the side of his Chief Avherever peril Avas greatest. 
At Moodkee he had two horses shot under him. His old charger, Feroze, 
Avhich had earned him through the Afghan Campaign being killed by a 
round shot, Broadfoot remounted him on a pony belonging to one of 
his escort Avhich, before he had proceeded far, Avtis Avouuded by a 
musket-ball in the mouth. Broadfoot again mounted him with the 
remark that it “ appeared to be of little use to give him horses, as he 
Avas sure to lose them.” At Ferozeshah fell the gallant Broadfoot,* 
and the same conflict deprived Havelock of another friend — his old chief, 
Sir Kobert Sale, who closed a long career of glory' by that death Avhich 
he coA'eted — death on the field. Havelock was jjresentat the crowning 
victory' of Sobraon, and again had a horse shot under him. It was a 
hair-breadth escape, as the ball struck the saddle-cloth and passed 
AA’ithin an inch of his thigh. The charger fell, but Havelock escaped 
•unhurt. - 

At the close of the Finst Sikh War Havelock, on the recommend- 
ation of the GoA'ernor-General, Avas a2)pointed Dejjuty' Adjutant- 
General of the Queen s troops at Bombay', by' the Duke of W ellington. 
Lord Hardinge mentioned to the Duke his extraordinary military 
merits ; but HaA'elock never used his abilities to magnify himself. 
He regarded the campaign merely as a useful school for learning the 


. I have now to conclude this -despatch by expressins my deep concern for the loss, in 
■ the action of the 21st instant, of that, most invaluable officer. Major Broadfoot, my Political 
4gent for these States. He was wounded and thrown off his horse at my .sid-, but I failed 
in prevailing on him to retire. Hu remounted his horse, and shortly after received a mortal 
wound in leading on the troops against the batti-ries in front." — “The Career of Major Broadfoot, 
C.B.,” by Major W. Broadfoot, R.E,, page 399. 
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actual lessons of war. “ I entered on this campaign/' he wrote, after 
Sobraon, “ fancying myself something of a soldier. I have now learnt 
that I knew nothing. Well ! I am even yet not too old to learn." 

When the Second Sikh War broke out Havelock obtained permission 
from Sir William Cotton, who commanded the Bombay Army, to vacate 
his staff appointment, and join the 53rd, to which he now belonged.* 
It had been forwarded to the front, and Havelock started with full speed 
for the Punjab. But on his journey he received a peremptory order 
to return to his post, and a reprimand for having left it without orders 
from the Commander-in-Chief in India. Havelock acknowledged that 
he had acted WTong, and keenly felt the reprimand. “ But now am I to 
sit down in despair? Not I, by God’s blessing. If health and life be 
spared I hope to retrieve all.” 

The time had now come for him to quit the trying climate, which 
ho had braved six-and-tw'enty years. In November, 1849, he arrived 
in England, and the next two years were spent renewing his health 
and his intercourse with the friends of his youth. Then he ‘returned to 
his old post at Bombay, which he held till the spring of 1 854, -when 
Lord Hardinge appointed him Quartermaster-General of the Queen’s 
troops in India, On the 20th of June of the same year ho obtidned 
his regimental Lieutenant-Colonelcy, and brevet Colonelcy, and a few 
months later the office of Adjutant-General of the Queen’s troops in 
India having become vacant he was transferred to that post. Two 
years after when war with Pei-sia w'as declared (1st November, 1856), 
Havelock was appointed, at the request of Sir James Outram, to com- 
mand a division of the force which was about to proceed under the 
command of that officer to the Persian Gulf. Havelock joined Outram 
at Bushirc after the first blow' had been struck at the Persians, and 
their army routed at Kushab. Outram determined to follow up his 
success by an advance to the Persian Capital, and directed Havelock to 
prepare for an attack on Mohamerah, a strongly fortified town on the 
Euphrates. Havelock drew up the plan of operations • 'which w'ere in 
the main adopted by Outram, and proved completely successful. On 
the 26th of March the forts were occupied, but all further advance was 
stopped by news reaching the camp (5th April) that peace with. Persia 
had been signed at Paris. 

• Ho hnd pxch.ingcil from the 13lli Light Infantry into the 39th Regiment before the 
Sutlej Cami aign, and he hod since e.xchongcd into the 53rdl 
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On the 16th of May, Havelock sailed for Bombay, and reached 
that capital on the 26th, when he heard “ the astounding intelligence ” 
tliat the Native regiments had mutinied, and that Delhi was in the 
hands of the rebels. He could not reach the Oommander-in-Chief, 
General Anson, by the direct land route, so he determined to go by 
sea to Calcutta “prepared to give Lord Canning and Birch strong 
advice if they consult- me. This is the most tremendous convulsion I 
have ever witnessed, though I was in the thick of Kabul affairs ; the 
crisis is eventful.^’ 

On the 12th of June he embarked in the steamship Erin for 
Galle. The vessel was wrecked on the coast ..of Ceylon, and for some 
hours it was momentarily expected to go to pieces ; and during that 
time it was mainly due to Havelock that order was kept among the 
panic-stricken crew. At da^yn all were safely landed, and on reaching 
shore, Havelock called on all to do what the little company of Pilgrim 
Fathers did, when they landed on the barren coast of Massachusetts — 
return thanks to Almighty God. “The folly of man,^' he wrote, “threw 
us on shore ; the mercy of God found us a soft jdace near Caltura.” 

From Cailtura Havelock hastened to Galle, and embarked on the 
Fire Queen, which reached Madras on the 13th of June. Here he 
learned that General Anson had died (27th of May) and Sir Patrick 
Grant, Commander-iu-Chief of the Madras Army, had been summoned 
to Calcutta. Grant was an old comrade of Havelock’s, and they had 
ridden side by side at Maharajpore and Moodlce ; and the two Generals 
went together to Calcutta, arriving there on the 17th of June. On 
the following morning Grant introduced Havelock to Lord Canning : — 

“ Your Excellency, I have brought you the man.” Lord Hardinge had, 
some years before, .“aid — “ If India is ever in danger, the Government 
have only to put Havelock in command of an army, and it will be 
saved.” India was now in danger, and Havelock was put in command, 
not of an army, but a small column of troops. It was to be formed 
at Allahabad, and was to consist, in addition to Some artillery and a 
few other troops, of the 64th and 78th Highlanders, whom he had com- 
manded oh the Euphrates. Havelock was re-commissioned Brigadier- 
General * and received instructions that "after quelling all disturbances 

■ « “ Golonol Havelock was made Brigadier-General in Persia, and, oddly enough, here he is 

just nppniiited Brigadier again, and commanding the identical regiments ho had lii lie more 
thiin a month ago at Moliumra— the 64th and 78Hi HighKmdors, with some artillery and a few 
other troops.” — “The Story of Two Nohle Lives,” volume 11, page 218. 
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at Allahabad he should not lose a moment in supporting Sir Henry 
Lawrence at Luckndw, and Sir Hugh Wheeler at Cawnpore ; and that 
he should take prompt measures for dispersing and utterly destro3dng 
all mutineers and insurgents.” There was to be as little delaj”^ as 
possible in can'ying out these measures. “ It was not possible at the 
moment to give him anj' more precise or definite instructions, but he 
must necessarity be guided b}”^ circumstances ; and the Commander-in- 
Chief had entire confidence in his well-known and often proved high 
ability, vigour, and judgment.” The confidence of the Commandcr-in- 
Chief was not, however, shared by all. Havelock’s appointment was 
sharply criticized, and he w'as called ‘ an old fossil, dug up and only fit 
to be turned into pipe-clay.^ " General Havelock,” w^rote Lady Canning, 
“is notin fashion, but all the same we believe he will do well. No 
doubt he is fussy and tiresome, but his little, old, stiff figure looks as 
active and fit for use as if he were made of steel.” On the 25th of 
June that " little stiff figure” went forth from Calcutta to prove him- 
self a great military leader and win the gratitude ..of his coiintiy. 

Some -weeks before Havelock reached Calcutta Colonel Ncilt 
had arrived there from Madras, bringing with him the 1st Madras 
Fusiliers, of Avhich he was chiefi* The commander was a soldier 
of extraordinary energy, valour, daring and activity, who had seen 
active service in Bui’ma and the Crimea, and "ivho had, as Adjutant, 
done much to maintain the discipline and proud traditions of the 
corps. On the 16l.h of Ma}', news reached Madras, from Calcutta, 
of the rautinj'^ of the troops at Meerat, and the capture of Delhi 
by the rebels, and Neill received orders " to hold his regiment in 
readiness to embark, fully equipped for service.” “ \Ye embarked,” 
wrote Neill, “early in the morning of the 18th, and arrived at Calcutta 
on the afternoon of the 23rd.” A man of untiring zeal and activity, 
before noon bis men were transferred to flats on the river, ready to 
proceed to Benares, where the Government had begun to send the 


• It wna nnmed the First Mnilras European Regiment of wliicii Neill, in 1843, published 
an account. “Historical Record of the Hon’ble East India Company’s First Madras European 
Heciraent: by n Staff Officer.” The book, xriiltcn with considerable care and ability; is ' 
trell worth reading. ” The First Madras European Regiment ranks the second corps in the 
cervices of the Uononrable East India Company, and next to the Bombay Regiment raised in 
ICGl, by Charles II, for the occupation and defenco of the island of Bombay, and trans- 
ferred to the East India Company on the 23rd September 1C68.” Tlio 1st Madras Europe.an 
Regiment was consolidated into a regular battalion by its first commandant, the famous 
Ccluncl Stringer Lavvrcnce, tvho taught Clive to be a soldier. 
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fe^Y troops they could spare* It "svas important to secure the safety 
of that cit}^, not only because it was the sLrongliold of Brahmanism, 
the home of every fallen royal family, the heart and brain of every 
intrigue, but also on account of it being an important point on the road 
to Allahabad. At Benares the river and road communication meet, 
and then proceed side by side to Allahahad, whose strong fortress built 
at the confluence of the Jumna and Ganges commands on one side the 
river, and on the other, the road. The magazines of the fortress were 
stored with immen.se quantities of arms and ammunition ; but they 
Avere guarded b}' Native troops, and the safety of the fortress, whose 
strategic importance the Duke of Wellington had pointed out,* de- 
pended on the loyalt}^ of mercenary troops. When news of the revolt 
at I^Ieerut reached Lord Canning he must have recalled to mind how 
earnostl}' Outram had jdeaded, the year before, for immediate measures 
being taken for the bettor security of the fortro.ss of Allahabad.t 
Allahabad is one of the most anxious* cases,” Avroto Ladj^ Canning, 

* The Duke of AA'elUngton wrote; — “ In addition to tlicse, 1 would cnrncstly rccommcntl 
that the state ol the fortress of Allidmbnd, at tho confluence of tin* .himna and Ganges, should 
be examined, and that its works and buildings should bo put. in repair, and ineasure.s adopted to 
fill its magazines with oninnnee and stores, so as to r<-ndcr that fortress likewise of utility 
in the general defence of tiro frontier in case of attack from the Nortli-AVesf, and in case 
of the necessity for operations in Bundclcond, or towards Gwalior or llindostiin.” — “History 
of the Indian Administration of Lord Ellenborongli,” page 23G. 

f “ During the three days I passed at Calcutta when on iny way homo on .sick leave, in May 
1856, I had an interview with Lord Canning, my chief <ibjcct in seeking which, was to entrcit 
his Lordship to take immediate measures for tho better security of tho Fortress of Allahabad. 
I informed him that the gates were held only by sepoy guards, and that if a Sevajeo should 
arise, ho might any day obtain possession, by corrupting the sepoys, or by introducing any 
number of followers with conccaled.arras among tho crowds of Hindoo devotees who were 
allowed access on certain festival days to pay their devotions at the shrines within the Fort. 
True, the rule was to leave their arms at the gates ; hut then those gates were only protected 
by sepi.ys, and, even if they had not been g.aincd over, how very easy it would be for deter- 
mined men to overpower them by a sudden rush from the interior, wielding knives, kookrus, 
anil other weapons they might have coneealed on their persons, while allies distracted the 
garrison’s attention from the outside. So urgent did I consider tho necessity, that I arranged 
with. General Penny, as I passed through Cawnpore, to have 200 European troops in readiness 
to despatch by bullock train to Allahabad so soon as he should receive the order from Calcutta, 
and I entreated his Lordship to send the order without delay. He made a note of my sugges- 
tion, and appeared impressed with the advisability of carrying it out. I then wrote to General 
Anson, Commander-iii-Chief, informing him of what I had recommended, and begged In's 
Excellency to see it done without delay. I then sailed, and was astonished to find on my 
return to Calcutta from Vcr%\vi,t\iVL\, nothing had been done .” — "James Outram,” by Major- 
. General Goldsmid, c.b., k c.s.i., volume 2, page 122. 
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“ it is very iniporl^iiil aud there are no Europeans. Some invalids from 
Chunar have been sent to it, and there are some very good Sikhs.” 
Had the measures proposed by Outram been adopted by the autho- 
rities a European regiment would have been retained at Cawnpore, 
to supply the Allahabad garrison. Lord Canning’s first object Avas 
to remedy this grave eiTor. As soon as the tidings of the outbreak 
at Meerut reached him, he began to send to Benare.s and Allahabad 
eveiy man he could spare. On the 21st of Ma}^ Lady Canning 
Avrote: — “Some of the Queen’s 84th go by fast daAvk in small 
detachments to Benares : eighteen a day only at first, and afteiayards 
tAventy-fivc a daj’^ ; but they travel fast. The bullock-train * carries a 
hundred, thirty miles a day faster than marching, but deplorably sIoav 
for such long distances. The river is of little use, for it is necessary 
to go round by the Sunderbund, noAV that it is so Ioav, and the distance 
so immense.” 

It Avas determined to send a portion of the Madras Fusiliers on 
steamors by the river route, and some Avere to he "entrained” by 
detachment.'!. The raihA^ay terminus Avas on the bank of the river, 
almost opposite the fort at HoAA’rah : — " There is a landing place and 
jetty,” Avrotc Neill ; “ the'train A\'as to start at S«30 P.M. My men Avero 
all on board flats in the river, A\diere they Avere cool and comfortable, 
and out of the Avay of mischief. When a party of 100 men Avere 
intended to go by train the flat on which they Avere Avas hauled into 
the jetty. On the night on AA'hich the second party left, the flat Avas 
haAded in, but there Avas a squall, and consequent delay. The raihvajf 
people on shore gave no assistance. As aa^c neared t he jetty, a Jack-in- 
office Station-master called out to me A'cry insolently that I aavis late, 
and that the train would not AA'ait for me a moment. He Avould send 
it off Avithout ine. A little altercation ensued. Our men AA'eredanded 
by their ofticens and Avent making the best of their Avay up to the 
carriages. The fellow Avas still insolent, and threatened to start the 
train, so I put him under charge of a Sergeant’s guard, AAuth orders not 
to alloAv him to move until I gave permission. The other officials were 
equally threatening and impertinent. One gentleman told me I might 
command a regiment, but that I did not command them ; they had 
anl.horify there, and (hat he Avould start the train Avithout my men. 

* An nrganir.i d train of wagons drawn by rWay!' of bullocks, which were picketed at tegular 
tlng*s along the road. 
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I then placed a guard over the engineer and stoker, got all my men 
safely into the train, and then released the railway people : — off went 
the train, only ten minutes after time. * * * *. I told 

the gentlemen that their conduct was that of traitors and rebels, and 
fortunate it Avas for them that I had’ not to deal with them. The 
mhttcr has been brought to the notice of Government. I have heard 
nothing more than that Lord Canning thinks I did what Avas right ; 
and the railway people are now most painfully civil and polite.” 

On the 3rd of June Colonel Neill arriA'^ed at Benares Avith a detach- 
ment of his regiment, and found sixt}’^ of his men and three oflScers 
Avho had preceded him there. He had arranged to start Avith a detach- 
ment of his corps for Cawnpore the following afternoon, but in the 
course of the day, the 4th, iieAvs arrived of the mutiny at Azimghur, 
The Native garrisoh at Benares consisted at the time of the 37th 
Native Infantry, the Loodianah Sikh regiment, Avhich Avas composed 
onlj'-very partially of Sikhs and largely of Hindustanees, and a part of 
a regiment of Irregular Cavalry. Brigadier Ponsonby, “ AA'hose gallantry 
has never been surpassed even in the annals of old Roman heroism,” * 
commanded the station, and ho at once consulted Colonel Neill as 1o 
the expedieuc}’^ of disarming the 37th, “who had been suspected of 
disaffection for some time.”f “ He proposed Avaiting until the folloAving 
morning to do this : I urged its being done at once, to which lie 
agreed, and left my quarters to make his arrangements, directing me 
to be present Avith the Europeans at 5 The Loodianah regiment 

in Avhich Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon placed much confidence, and a 
party of about seventy of the Irregular Cavalry, Avero to join the 
Europeans in their demonstration.” 

The lines of the 37th Averc iu the centre of the parade, almost 
midway betAveen those occupied by the Sikhs and by the Artillery. At 
the hour appointed Brigadier Ponsonby anived, “ but I observed that 
he appeared far from Avell, and perfectly unable to act Avith energy or 
the vigour required of the emergency.” The Europeans and A'rbillery 


*“At the Battle of Purwundurrali in the 1st Afghan AYar. . Kayes writes: — “The 
Enslish officers who led our cavalry to the attack covered themselves with glory. The native 
troopers fled like sheep. # # Captains Fraser and Ponsonby whose 

gallantry has never been surpassed even in the annals of old Roman heroism still live to 
allow their honourable scars, and to tell with mingled pride and huroiliution the story of 
that melancholy day.”— “The War in Afithanistan,” J. \V. Kaye, volume II, pnges 94 and 9."). 

f “ Annals of the Indian Rebellion,” page 381. 

J Three guns of No. 12 Field Battery and 30 men, under Captain Olpherts ; Her Majesty’s 
10th, ISO men and 3 officers; Madras Fusiliers, 60 men and 3 officers. 
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were ordered to advance from the left : the Silvh and Irregular Cavahy 
from the right. "On approaching the bells of arms' of the 37th 
the sepoj's of that corps seized their arms, loaded them and op'eued 
fire upon us.”* Some of our men fell Avounded. The Europeans 
promptly returned the fire, and Captain William Olpherts poured in a 
shoAver of grape and the sepoys fell back on their lines. Brigadier 
Ponsonby Avas noAV struck doAvn b}-- the sun and begged that ISTeill 
Avould at once assume the command, “ A\diich I accordingly did, and 
directed a dash on the lines AAuth the Europeans and Sikhs in line 
on each flank of the A^tiller 3 ^ But the Sikhs did not move from their 
position, for they AA'ere startled by a shot being fired in their rear. 
Captain Guise, commanding the Irregular Cavalry, had been shot by a 
sepoy of the 37 th, while going to parade, and Captain Dodgson, the 
Brigade-ilajor, Avas ordered to take command of the corps. No sooner 
had he ridden up to them, and called upon them to folloAv him, AA'hen a 
trooper fired at him, and attempted to cut him down. On hearing the 
shot and turmoil in their rear, the Sikhs, apprehensive of treachery, 
turned round and began to fire at their officers. A sepoy levelled his 
musket at Colonel Gordon, the gallant and popular commander, and a 
Sikh stepping forivard held his arms in front of the Colonel, and 
received the bullet. Then another Sikh aimed at his. Commander, but 
Avas promptly shot doAAm by two of his comrades. Shouting and yell- 
ing frantically the Sikhs noAv began to fire Avildly in all directions, and 
some of their bullets Avent whistling through the English battery. 
Olpherts, after the British Infantry had gone in pursuit of the 37th 
Native Infantiy, thinking his Avork Avas done, began to limber up his 
guns ; but on hearing the tumult in his rear he promptly ordered 
them to be unlimbered again and SAvung them round. In a Avild storm 
of rage, panic, and madness, the Sikhs surged forAA^ard, and Olpherts 
opened fire. TAvice, thrice, they made impetuous charges to capture 
the half battery of three guns, manned by 30 Englishmen ; but storms 
of grape sheared them away, and, recoiling, they broke and fled in a 
chaotic manner tOAvards the Infantry line. And Avith them Avent the 
Irregular Cavalry. Olpherts liad done his AA'^ork right Avell ; and Neill 
completed it b}’- driAung the mutineers out of cantonments. B}”^ their 
daring and prompt action they saved Benar-es and the retention 
of our authority at that important base enabled Neill to succour 

•Licutcn.int-C..Ionpl J. C. Neill, of the Madras .W, to the Adjutant-fJoueral of the 
ck’iigal Army, Benares, June the Ctli. 
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Allahabad, — “That point,” as Lord Canning wrote, “the most precious 
in-India at the present moment.”* 

On the 5th of June news of the mutiny at Benares reached 
Allahabad. The same day an order came from Sir Henry Wheeler, 
Bi’igadier at Cawnpore, “ to man the fort with every available European, 
and make a good stand.” Preparations were instantly made ; all the 
ladies and all non-combatants were ordered into the fort ; many of the 
latter obeyed, and were formed into a Volunteer company, under the 
officer commanding the garrison ; but a large number, believing it to be 
a false alarm, remained outside. The garrison now consisted of the 
si.vty artillery pensioners sent from Chunar, a few Commissariat and 
Magazine Sergeants, and the Volunteers mustering about one hundred 
men. There were also four hundred men belonging to an IiTegular Sikh 
regiment under CaiJtain Brasj-er, and eighty of the 6th Native Infantry, 
the remainder being cantoned in the station about two miles away. 
But on receipt of the intelligence from Benares a company was sent 
doiATi with two guns under the command of Lieutenant Harward 
o£ the Artillery to the bridge of boats to prevent the rebels from 
crossing. At the same time Lieutenant Alexander, with 150 troopers 
of the 3rd Oudh Irregulars, was also sent to occupy the Alopi Bagh, 
a garden between the fort and bridge of boats which commanded the 
approaches to the station. 


* My ttanks nfo duo to General Sir William Olpliorfs, v. c., K.c.n., for giving me 
in a long personal conversation a full detailed account of what occurred at Benares. Lord 
Canning wrote at the time that the disarming "was done hurriedly and not judiciously.” " A 
portion of a regiment of the Sikhs,” ho wrote to the President of the India Board, ” was drawn 
into resistance, who, had they been properly dealt with, would, I fully believe, have remained 
faithful.” General Olpherts remarks, Not so, as the result proved. It was done promptly 
and effectually. The regiment had a large number of Hindustanccs who were traitors at heart 
though it did not suit Colonel Gordon or others to say so.” General Olpherts also- let me read 
two letters, one written by General D. T. DodgsOn, K.c.n., the other by Major-General W. 
Tweedie, c.s.i., who wore both present, which confirm bis'opinion and disprove the assertion 
that the Sikhs were drawn into resistance. "I am most positive,” wrote Dodgson, "you did not 
open fire on the Loodianah Regiment until they had fired on your men and on the Infantry 
(European) and had fired on their own Commanding Officer and Adjutant, and had actually 
mortally wounded Ensign Hnyter,' and most severely wounded Ensigns Chapman and 
Tweedie. I saw' them shot down by the Sikhs * * I know a good many of the Sikhs were 
loyal, but a great many were disloyal • Gordon had evidently the greatest difficulty 

in getting the Loodianah ‘Regiment to move up in front of the 37th j else why should 
Ponsonby have ordered mo twice to go and urge him to come up at once ? And when' he did 
get the regiment to move, it wavered and stopped more than once during the advance.” 

IS 
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On f.lio 2nd of June Colonel Simpson, commanding the 6fch Native 
Infantr}^ sent the following telegram to the Governor-General ; — “The 
6th Regiment of Native Infantry has volunteered to serve against the 
mutineois at Delhi, if required. The effect of this in the city of 
Allahabad will be most beneficial. The Europeans are passing through 
daily to Cawniiore, and quickly. All quiet here at present.” Promptly 
came back the reiyly : — “ The thanks of the Governor-General in Council 
to the Gth Regiment of Native Infantr}^ their declaration of loyalty and 
soldicr-like offer to march to Delhi will be announced in the Gazette. 
Inform the regiment of this.” On the 4th of June appeared the General 
Order, thanking the whole regiment of the Gth Native Infantry, and 
the three companies of the 34th regiment of Native Infantry, at 
BaiTaclqiore, who had “ expressed themselves in the same soldicr-like 
manner for this mark of their devotion, and direct that this tender 
of their services, at a time when so many misguided soldiers of the 
Bengal Army have swerved from their allegiance to the State, shall 
be 2 )iaccd among the records of Governmerrt, and shall be read at the 
head of every regiment and company, at a parade ordered for the 
purpose.* At six o’clock on Saturday evening, the Gth of June, the 
Gth Native Infantry wore paraded to hear the message from tlie 
Governor-General. They received it with loud “Eurojrean cheers,” and 
declared their readiness to die for the “ Kampane Bahadoor.” *}* 

Three hours later the officers of the “ loyal Gth Native Infantry’-’ 
were seated around their mess table, discussing the foregoing event 
of the day, -when the bugle sounded the alarm, and in the, far 
distance was heard the rattle of musketry. Now they thought the 
mutineers from Benares had arrived, and that the company of the 
Gth Avere keeping the bridge against the rebels. They rushed forth 
from the room, “ each eager to take the head of his company, and to 
conduct it against the rebels.” On arriving at the parade they found 
one of their companies draAvn up. They called out to the men : the 
answer Avas a volley which laid five of them dead on the gi’ound.l Then 
the sepoys spread far and Avide, slaying every European or East Indian 
they met. Seven young Ensigns, who had. been posted to the model 
(Uh Native Tnfantiy’, to learn their drill before joining their respective 

“ Fort William, -Itli Juno, 1857. 

t Til" great nK(l noble Comji.any. 

X I’lunbctt. Rtuvart, II awes, Pringle nnil Munro. 
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regiments, were shot dead outside the Mess-house. One of the raw 
recruits, a lad of sixteen, who had arrived at Calcutta only in May, 
was left for dead on the field ; but he managed, though severely 
wounded, to drag himself to a neighbouring ravine. At the bottom 
flowed a rivulet, and during the day he concealed himself in the 
bushes which lined its banks, and at night he contrived to scramble 
into a tree, to save himself from the wild beasts. So passed five days ' 
and nights. Then he was discovered and taken before an insurgent 
leader, who ordered him to be confined iu a caravanserai. His fellow- 
prisoner was Gopinatt, a native catechist. The young lad was suffering 
excruciating pain from his neglected wounds, and cruel fever racked 
his hones. “ Hot the least of his sufferings was from, thirst, and all 
night and day he Avas calling out for Avatei*. In the midst of all his 
sufferings he exhorted Gopinatt to stand firm, saying: — ‘ Padre Sahibj 
hold on to 3’our faith; don’t give it up.’ When the Mohammedans saw 
Gopinatt trying to show kindness to Cheek, they put him at a distance, 
and tried to prevent all further intercourse between them.” On the 
16th of June Gopinatt and his youthful companion were brought into 
the fort ; but “ poor Cheek died in the fort this evening, from 
exposure and the long neglect of his wounds.” Thus the gallant lad 
was cut off as soon as he had donned his first uniform, but not before 
he had Avon his Avay to glory. At the tinie all England rang with the 
story, and of all the most glorious actions Avliich make the Indian 
Mutiny the epic of our race, none better deserves a place in its 
annals. 

When the garrison in the fort heard the discharge of firearms, 
they raced up to the ramparts in breathless silence, to ascertain the 
cause. “ The firing gr’eAv heavier, and ^Ye all thought that the 
insurgents had entered the station, and Avere being beaten off by the 
regiment. So steady was the musketr}’-, regular file firing ; on, on it 
continued, volley after volley. Then the firing grcAV fainter in the 
far distance, as if they Avere driving a force out of the station.” But 
soon the truth was knoAvn. In about half-an-hour Harward rode up to 
the glacis of the fort, and called out that the sepoys of the 6th Begi- 
menf had mutinied, and taken the guns aAvay. HarAA’^ard had done his 
best to save them. On finding that the sepoys refused to take the guns 
to the fort as they had bemi commanded, but were determined to march 
Avith them to the cantonments, he hastened to the Alopi Bagh to 
bring up the Irregular Cavalry. “Alexander immediately had his 
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horse ready and giving one to Hanvard got several men into the saddle 
as soon as possible, and started. They approached the party with the 
guns, near the large tank just before Mr. Lowther’s house on the fort road . 
There Alexander made an attempt to charge them in the rear. He 
rushed on at a gallop, and had just raised himself in his saddle to strike 
a sepoy down with his sword, Avhen the man raised the muzzle of his 
musket to Alexander’s breast and shot him through the heart.'’ He 
instantly fell from his horse ; most of the Native cavalry deserted, and 
joined the mutineers and-Harward, finding resistance hopeless, turned 
his horse, and “ old Smuggler dashed through the sepeji-s like an old 
trump as he is, and brought his rider safe to the fort.” * •• 

In the fort the danger was extreme — a hundred men of the mutinous 
6th held the main gate. It was imperative to disarm them at once : 
there was a grave apprehension whether the 400 Sikhs,- who had heard 
of the punishment meted out to their countrymen at Benares, Avould 
afford any aid to the handful of Englishmen, or even remain neutral. 
Happily they were commanded by Captain Brasyer, a man whose active 
courage was combined with those rare qualities .which attract the 
admiration and confidence of soldjers, and compels them to submit to 
the restraints of military discipline.-f And never did they appear more" 
conspicuous than at this grave and imminent crisis. When news of 
the mutiny at Benares reached the fort, two guns, loaded with grape, 
had been placed in a position commanding the main gate, to guard 
against an attack of the rebels from that station hourly expected. As 
soon as Harward had brought news of the revolt of the 6th, and it 
was determined to disarm their comrades, the Volunteers were drawn 
up around the guns “ with loaded muskets cocked, and fingers on the 
triggers.” In front were the Sepoy guard, “ with muskets capped 
contrar}’’ to orders.” A fuse having been lighted, the command was 
given to the guard to Pile arms.” A moment’s hesitation, and it 
was obeyed. Then some, more daring than the rest, rushed forward 
to seize them again. At this critical moment the Sikhs wavered : 
jDride, ambition, and revenge impelled them to throw in their lot with 
the sepoys. But under the spell of Brasyer, whose presence- had 


• “ Narralire of tbe Outbreak in Allabnbad — extracted from tbe Journal of the Rev. J. 
Oivon.” 

t Uc bad risen from tbe ranks, having been promoted tor dnring'nnd coo! courage dis- 
Jibiycd during tbe Sutlej Campaign, lie bad been originally posted to tlie Sikb regiment, as 

•• tjuarterniastiir, .. - 
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an irresistible power, they stood quiet, till the words were quickly 
passed: ‘''The Sikhs arc staunch.” The sepoys, seeing the Sikhs 
firm, fell back, and trooped through the gate to join their comrades. 
The fort was saved : but all else was lost. I’he mutineers released the 
prisoners, some two thousand in number, from the gaols, and Allahabad 
became a scene of wild and desperate wickedness. The rabble wreaked 
their vengeance not onl}’’ on the Europeans, but peaceful Hindu pil- 
grims who had come to the sacred citj' to wash their sins away -were 
savagely robbed, and the houses of wealthy natives were gutted and 
set on fire. ■ All night long the Europeans saw from the ramparts the 
lurid glare of the confiagration. 

“ Morning . came,” says one ; “ such a dismal morning I have 
seldom seen.” It was Sunday, and Divine Service was held on the 
. verandah of the barracks, at noon. “ The service ivas very short, and 
attended by few. Jilost of the gentlemen were engaged in watching 
the. fort, and several ladies were overwhelmed with grief at the recent 
loss of their husbands; and all of them had just been reduced to a 
state of beggaiy.” The burning and plundering of the city went on 
during the daj'. Towards evening the garrison was cheered by the 
arrival of fifty Fusiliers, under the command of Lieutenant Arnold, 
who .had been sent forward by Neill. Two days after and another 
detachment anived : but those within the fort wore still in considerable 
danger. They were threatened without by the mutineers, wdio had 
begun to .invest the place; .while the fidelity of the Sikhs within ivas 
doubtful. There was great scarcity of food, and for several days famine 
••seemed to stare. them in the face. The arrival of Neill on the eleventh, 
however, swiftly altered the aspect of affairs. On the evening of the 
9th, accompanied by a party of 53 men and an officer of the Madras 
Fusiliers, he started from Benares. It was the most trying season of 
the year, and much delay was occasioned by the roads being deserted 
and all the post-horses taken aivay by the insurgents. After two days 
and two nights of strenuous labour Neill arrived near Allahabad, and 
found it closely invested, the bridge of boats partly -destroyed and 
in -the possession of the enemy. It was a blazing afternoon, and four 
of his men had alreadj’^ perished by sunstroke. He managed to bribe 
some -natives to -.bring -,a ^boat over to the left bank of -the Ganges, in 
which he embarked part of his men. “ The people in the fort, having 
by this time seen us, sent over boats some way down ■; by these means 
■ we all got into the fort, almost completely exhausted from -an over-long 
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night march, and the intense heat.”* As Neill entered the gate, , the 
sentry said — “Thank God, sir; 3 ’ou ’ll save us 3 'et,” 

Neill took immediate measures for re-establishing authority at 
Allahabad. He was e.xhausted by his dash from Benares, but no 
bodily weakness could affect that intrepid spirit. “I could only 
stand up for a few minutes at a time,” he wrote to his Avife ; 
“ and when our attacks were going on I was obliged to sit down in 
the batteries and give my orders and directions.” The attacks were 
crowned Avith success. The day after his arrival he recovered the 
bridge, and secured a safe passage for another detachment of a hundred 
men of the Fusiliers, from Benares. On the 13th ho attacked the 
insurgents in an adjacent Aullage,f on the left bank of the Jumna, 
and droA’C them out Avith loss. “On the 14th I coidd do little or 
nothing. All the soldiers, Europeans and Sikhs, Avere drinking to 
excess. Total disorganization would soon have ensued and the conse- 
quence to us and the safety of the fort been fatal.’^ By the aid of 
Brasyer the Sikh coiqDS AA'cre moved out of the fort, and the liquor 
destroyed, or handed over to the Commissariat. Active operations 
Averc resumed and the insurgents driven from the surrounding hamlets. 
On the 17th of June the English magistrate resumed his duties in the 
city, and British administration Avas again established in Allahabad. 

Neill noAV set to AAmrlt AAUth impetuous energy to equip a small 
force to send forward to the relief of CaAvnpore. On the 23rd of 
June he telegi-aphed to the Government of India : — “ Lightly equip- 
ping four hundred Europeans, and two 9 -pounders- Avith veteran Euro- 
pean soldiers : three hundred Sikhs Avith all the cavalry here, taking 
twent}’- days’ rations to mOA^o by marches on CaAAmpore. It Avill be four 
da 3 -s at least before I can start, — carriage and provisions difficult as 
yet to get : things improving.” 

But things did not improA'e as SAviftly as the sanguine Neill 
expected. On the 28th he had to telegraph to Government: — “The 
column Avill certainly march from this on the 30th, toAvards CaAvnpore ; 
Major Renaud, Madras Fusiliers, will command. I have the utmost 
confidence in him. They are Avell Europeaned, and must get on Avell.’' 

On the 30th of June, the da}"- on Avhich the siege of the LucknoAV 
Residency began, Havelock arrived at Allahabad, and took over 


• Lrlter from Licutcnaut-Colonel Xcill to tlio Deputy .■V<ljutant-General, Allnliabad, 17th 
■June 1857. 


•}• Kydgunee. 
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command. The following day he - telegraphed to the Comuiander- 
: in-Chief : — “ A column marched towards Gawnpore yesterday, under 
Major Renaud, consisting of 400 Europeans, 300 Sikhs, 120 Irregular 
Cavalry, and two 9-pounders. I trust it will relieve Sir Hugh 
Wheeler.” Two hours later Havelock informed the Commander-in- 
Chief: — A report of the fall of Gawnpore received from Lawrence, 
but it is not believed by the authorities at Allahabad. A steamer 
with 100 Europeans arniedwith Minie rifles and two 6-pounders start 
to-morrow to endeavour to relieve Wheeler, or co-operate with the 
column under Major Renaud, 1st Madras Fusiliers.^’ * At one o’clock 
A.M., on July 3rd, Lieutenant Chalmers rode in from Renaud’s - 
column with the news of the destruction of Sir Hugh Wheeler’s 
Force; and at dawn Havelock telegraphed to the Commander-in- 
Chief : — " The news of the entire destruction of the Gawnpore force 
confirmed by cossid who, carrying letters from Lucknow to Allahabad, 
witnessed it.” t The answer came back : — “ If you are satisfied of the 
truth of the account given by the cossid you should halt Renaud’s 
force until Havelock’s column can support him.” J The message was 
addressed to the officer commanding at Allahabad, and Neill replied : 
“-I feel confident Wheeler still holds out. General Havelock has 
halted Renaud’s force. I would not, as it is strong enough for 
anything that could be brought against it ; and if the report is true, 
should move on steadily to Futtehpore, to bo there to be overtaken 
by the General.” Neill also informed Sir Patrick Grant that the river 
steamer, with 100 Fusiliers and two guns under the command of 
. Gaptain Spurgin of that corps, had started that morning, and he 
added — “ The steamer, besides the great effect it will produce on the 
Ganges, will co-operate with the advance by land. If the river is open 
ive can transport troops and stores, and have much land carriage. My 
)pinion is we ought never, if possible, to stand, but always be 
idvancing, if only three or four miles a day.” § Havelock had sent back 
Lieutenant Chalmers to Major Renaud, -wfith an Acknowledgment of 
lis letter of the previous day, which, as the General remarked, 
appeared to leave no doubt of the destruction of the Gawnpore force. 

Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 78. 
f “ Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 78. 

J “ Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 79. 

§ “ Indian Mutiny,” volume II, jingo 79, 
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“ Halt, therefore,” he said, " at Lohanga, and keep a good look-out 
to rear, front, and flanks. I will then strong!}' reinforce you with the 
column that is to march to-morrow, the 4th instant. Burn no more 
villages, unless actually occupied by insurgents, and spare your 
European troops as much as possible.” * Neill, with a confidence and 
indiscretion displa 3 'ing a total blindness to the real state of affairs, 
telegi’aphed not only to the Commander-in-Chief, but to the Governor- 
General, as follows— “A letter from Kenaud yesterday, at Kutonghun 

had a note from Sir -H. Lawrence of 28th ultimo. All well 

there ; but he says he has reason to believe General Wheeler and his 
force had been destroyed by treachery, and directing Eenaud to stand 
fast on the ground his note reaches him, or according to the number of 
the enemy, fall back on this. I still do not believe- that Cawnpore 
has fallen. Renaud has, I regret to say, not only halted but sent in, 
[for] reinforcements, and has written to Captain Spurgin , to join him.- 
I only hope Spurgin will not obey him. Immediately I heard this 
I expressed my extreme disapproval to General Havelock. He 
promised to send out an order that Captain Spurgin should not leave 
the steamer. I wrote at the same time to Renaud by express, and trust 
it will reach him in time.” f At Lohanga Major Renaud had received 
instructions not only from General Havelock but also, as Neill stated, from 
Sir Henry Lawrence thus pithily expressed : " Halt where you now 
stand, or, if necessary, fall back.” He also received orders diametrically 
opposite, forwarded by Calcutta from Sir Patrick Grant, who, no doubt, 
influenced by Neill’s telegrams, assumed "that the fall of Cawnpore 
is a fabrication, and therefore to push on thither.” The next day 
Major Renaud marched to Kutinghee, seven miles, where he opened 
communication with the steamer. On the 10th July he had pushed 
on to AiTahpore, about ten miles from Futtchpore, when' news 
reached him that Havelock was within five miles of him, and would 
join him next morning. Renaud was, however, anxious to capture 
Futtchpore before the General reached him. He had been wrongly 
informed that it was defended by only a few matchlock men ; but the 
Nana with a large force was making down upon it in the hope of anni- 
hilating him, and, if he had made the attempt, not a man of his force 
would have lived to tell the talc. 

•“ Memoirs of Sir Henry lliivolock, k.c.h.,” by John Clark Marehman, jingo 287. 

t “ Iniliati Mutiny,” volume II, jmge 80. ' 
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On the afternoon of the 7th of July, Havelock started forth to the 
relief of Lucknoiv. His force was composed as follows : — - 

Men. 

3rd Company, 8th Battalion, Ro 3 'al Artillery ... 76 


Her Majesty’s 64th Bogiment ... ... 435 

78th Highlanders ... ... ... 284 

84th Regiment ... ... ... 190 

Volunteer Cavalry * ... ... ... 20 

Natives. 

Sikhs ... ... ... ... 150 

Irregular Cavalry ... ... ... 30 


Havelock^s force, including Benaud’s party, amounted to 1,964 men, 
all told. Of these 1,964 men 1,403 were British, and 561 Natives, — a 
handful of men to march through a hostile countr}^ held a host of 
well-disciplined soldiers. But no disparity of numbers, no disadvantages 
of season, could hold back these chivalrous spirits. The weather had 
set in with torrents of rain, which had utterly soaked tents and 
baggage ; and it was falling heavily' as the column marched through 
the native city of Allahabad. ‘‘The inhabitants lined the streets, and 
swarmed on to the housetops in gloomy silence, curious to behold the 
first really ofiensivc demonstration of their Feringhec masters, since 
the commencement of the outbreak." That night the column camped 
in a snipe swamp, with the rain still pouring on them. 

The morning was fine. " The rain ceased. The sun came out and 
dried our draggled feathers. The Grand Trunk Road, along which our 
route lay, was in splendid order, and the force moved briskly on through 
a beautiful, flat, fertile, well-wooded country, like the Weald of Kent 
without the hedges.” f For three daj's the force proceeded by regular 
marches, the General not caring to press his men till they had become 
inured to marching and the intense heat. On the 10th instant, however, 
news reached Havelock that Major Renaud’s position had become 
critical.:|; He therefore determined to push forward and overtake him. 

* The Volunteer Cavalry consisted of “officers of regiments which had mutinied, or had been 
disbanded j of indigo planters, of patrols, of humt-out shop-lteepers j in short, of all who were 
willing to join him.” — “ Memoirs of Sir Henry Havelock, K.c.n.,” by John Clark Marshman, 
page 280. . ' . 

■}• “ Saturday Review,” September 19th, 1857. 

X “ Cawnpore had suddenly fallen by an act of treachery unequalled in our annals, save 
by one fatal event beyond the Indus; and the rebel force thus freed from occupation had rapidly 
pushed down a force to the vicinity of this place, within fiv'e miles of which the Major would 
arrive on the morning of the 12th. He would thus he exposed to the attack of 3,500 rebels, 
with twelve guns.” (From Brigadier- General Havelock to the Deputy Adjutant General 
of the Army, dated Futtehpore, 12th July 185^.) 
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No time-ivas to be lost. Accordinglj' the column pressed onward along 
the same noble road, •which Dalhousie had made, till it I'eached Syanee, 
fifteen miles distant. Exhausted by a frightful sun the men rested 
for a few hours, and resumed their course at eleven at night ; and in the 
dim grey of the morning of the 12th of July they joined Major 
Eenaud on the road. “ We drew up in line by the side of the road to 
receive them. We shall not (need we say) soon forget the scene. Up 
came the brave band, the 78th Highlanders playing on their bagpipes 
the ‘ Campbells are coming,’ while all along our line a cheer arose as we 
welcomed them.” The united force marched some seventeen miles 
more, and reaching Betinda, four miles from Futtehpore, halted to 
encamp on a fine open plain. “ Arms were piled in line, ground was 
taken up for each corps, and the weary, wayworn men, overcome by 
the oppressive heat and brilliant sunshine, lay down in groups, a little 
in the rear, anxiously expecting the arrival of the tents, and baggage, 
■which "were close behind.” 

Havelock, having taken up his position, sent out Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tytler, with the volunteer cavalry, to investigate a little. 
Tytlor pushed forward close to Futtehpore, and was taking a good 
survey of the plach, when a swarm of the enemy’s horse rushed out on 
him and his few sabres, and he was obliged swiftly to return, with the 
enemy in full pursuit. As soon as their white uniforms were seen 
emerging from some trees on the edge of the plain, the assembly was 
sounded, the toil-worn men sprang to their feet, unpiled arms, fell in, 
and stood all ready.f 

The rebels thinking they had only Major Renaud’s force in front, 
insolently pushed forward two guns and a force of cavalry and 
infantry, cannonaded our front, and theatened our flanks. Havelock, 
earnestly wishing to give his harassed soldiers rest, made no counter- 
disposition beyond posting 300 Enfield riflemen {64th) in an advanced 
copse. “ But the enemy maintained his attack with the audacity 
which his flrst supposition had inspired and my inertness fostered. It 


* “Journal ot an English officer in Indio,” by Major North, page 40. 

+ “ Immediately the alarm was sounded, and the troops all fell out so quickly and steadily, 
it was quite charming to see them. Tlie catup was beautifully laid out, the guns in the centre 
ot the road, and the troops on both sides, so they had only to move from their 'tents to 
come to the front. Out they came c.ager for the fmy, like so many bull dogs, and as jolly es 
passlbie.althoughjust off a long march.” (Letter from a Volunteer, dated KuUeanpore, 
mniay-onc tuUcs Irom Allahabad, July IStli.) * 
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would have injured the morale of niy troops to permit them thus to be 
. bearded, so I determined at once to bring on an action.” * 

His dispositions were quickly made. The guns, eight in number, 
were formed in the centre under Captain Maude, R.A., protected and 
aided by one hundred Enfield riflemen of the 64th : the infantry were 
formed in quarter distance columns at deploying distance behind, whilst 
the Volunteer Horse and Irregular Cavalry guarded the flanks. And 
now the word to advance being given, the artillery pushed on in line with 
the , Enfield rifles, and -soon came into action with the enemy’s guns. 
Maude’s fire electrified them. " We could see the round shot ploughing 
them up, and the grape falling on all sides, and shells bursting 
over their heads. It was most refreshing. They could not stand , 
it,”f And the rifle fire reaching them at an unexiJected distance 
increased theii' dismay. They fled from their guns and retreated to a 
second battery placed on the road in the rear. Here they again made 
a stand. Maude pushed his guns on through flanking swamps, in 
which the wheels sank deep, till after much pulling by tired bullocks 
and gunners they surmounted the difficulties of the ground, and 
arrived within point-blank range. Then the guns on both sides again 
exchanged salutations. In the rear of the enemy’s principal battery 
was a large body of infantry, and moving to and fro among them, 
giving orders, could be seen the leader, on a richly caparisoned elephant. 
Maude dismounted, laid the gun “ at line of metal,” and the first 
shot striking the poor beast in the rear came out at the chest, and 
the Nana’s general’s fighting was suddenly all done.J The rebels, 
on seeing their leader fall, abandoned their guns and retreated. " In 
succession they were driven by skirmishers and columns from the 
garden enclosures, from a strong barricade on the road, from the town 


* Prom Brieadier-Gencral Havelock to the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, dated 
Futtelipore, 12th July IS.*!?. “Indian Mutiny,” volume 11, page 86. 

+ “ Our shot went rolline in among tht-m just as if the old .Allahabad Eleven were playing 
the Futtelipore.” (Letter from a Volunteer, KuUeanpore, nearly one mile from Allahabad, 
July 15 th.) 

‘‘ I cannot omit to mention one first-rate shot by the artillery. We aimed at and killed the 
elephant on which the Syed was mounted ; drilled him clean through with a round shot.” 
(Letter of an officer present.) 

“ And among the many unfortunates was to be seen a disembowelled elephant whose fate 
it had been to carry the generals into the field.” (Letter from a Volunteer, dated KuUeanpore, 
ninety-one mUes from Allahabad, July lotli.) 

J Colonel Maude writes : — “ Stuart Beatson (our Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General) 
and Fraser-Tytler (Deputy Quartermaster-General) were at this time close beside mo on 
the road, and urged me to ‘ knock over that chap on the elephant.’ Accordingly I dis- ' 

mounted, and laid the gun myself, a nine-pounder, at 'line of metal ’ (700 yards) range, and, as 
luck would have it, my first shot went in undm- the beast’s tail, and came out at its chest, of 
course rolling it over, and giving its rider a bad fall.” — “Memoirs of the Mutiny,” by Colonel 
Francis Maude, v.c., c.b., and John Walter Sherer, c.s.i., volume 1, page 45, 
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-wall into and through, out of and be 5 ^ond, the town.” * Tliey 
endeavoured to make a stand a mile in advance of it, and Palliser’s 
Native Irregulars being sent to the front suddenly came on a party of 
about thirty of the mutineers of the 2nd Light Cavalry. “ On seeing 
the enemy, Palliser called the men to charge, and dashed on ; but the 
scoundrels scarcely altered their speed, and met the enemy at the 
same speed that they came down upon us. Their design was evident ; 
they came waving their swords to our men, and riding round our partj*, 
making signs to them to come over to their side. We could not dash 
out upon them, as we were only four to their thirty ; and when our 
men hung back, a dash out would only have ended in our being cut up. 
One or two came in at us, and one or two blows were exchanged. 
Palliser was unseated by his horse swerving suddenl}'-, and then the row 
commenced. The 2nd Cavalry tried to get at him, and his Native 
officers closed round him to save him, and they certainly fought like 
good men and true — the few of them.” While the scrimmage wa.s 
proceeding, Palliser's rear men turned their horses and galloped back 
as hard as their horses could go, and the whole body of the enemy’s 
cavalry appearing from behind some trees, the small band had to do 
the same. “ I never rode so hard in my life. It was a regular run 
for our necks, for the whole of the felloAvs were behind our small party, 
thirsting for our blood. I had a couple of fellows just behind me, but 
my old horse managed to carry me along. I write this with shame 
and grief ; but it was no fault of Palliser’s, or ours. If the rascals had 
not left us so shamefully, we could have ridden over the thirty men, 
and have returned steadily before the rest of the cavalry came up. 
They had an immense number of regulars and irregulars. For the 
moment I fully believed that our men were about to join the 2nd 
Cavalry, and leave us to their mercy : j’-ou may imagine how jolly I felt. 
The poor ressaldar of Hardinge’s regiment, Najub Khan, a tall, fine 
fellow, with a black beard, after saving Palliser, fell with his horse on 
crossing a ditch we had to pass, and was cruelly cut up.” 

Meanwhile the guns and riflemen were again with great labour 
pushed to the front. “ Their fire soon put the enemy to final and 
irretrievable flight, and my force took up its present position in 
tiiunipb, and parked twelve captured guns.’’’ "I- 
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Futtehpore was Havelock’s first victor)’. The same night he 
■wrote to his wife “ One of the prayers oft repeated throughout my 
life since my school days has heen answered, and I have lived to command 
in a successful action. The enemy sallied forth and insulted my camp. 

^ We fought, and in ten minutes’ time the affaii* was decided. 
But away with vainglor}’’ ! Thanks to Almiglity God, who gave me 
the victory. I captured in four hours eleven guns, and scattered the 
enemy’s whole force to the Avinds.” ^ 

Next day the force halted for a much needed rest, and to secure 
and destroy the cannon and ammunition which could not he carried on 
owing to want of bullocks. On the 14jth of July the force marched 
again, and on reaching camp in the evening the opportunity was taken 
of quietly dismounting and disarming the Irregulars, who, in addition 
to their misbehaviour before the enemy at Futtehpore, had, on the 
march, attempted to drive aAvay Havelock’s baggage. The General, 
however, kept them on public duty, and informed them that every 
deserter would he punished with death. Their horses were given to 
the volunteer cavalry.f 

On the 15th the column started at dawn, Avith the knoAvledge 
that the village of Aong Avas strongly occupied by the enemy : that he 
AA’as entrenched across the road, and had two garrison • guns in position. 
Havelock therefore reinforced the adAmnced guard, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tytler, by attaching to him, in addition to the small 
body of volunteer cavalry, six guns of Maude’s battery, and the 
detachment of Her Majesty’s 64th Regiment. Directly the volunteer 
cavalry came within range of the tAVO guns behind the intrenchment, 
they opened fire, and the mutineers poured forth from the village and 
garden enclosures in perfect skirmishing order. A party pushed 
boldly forward and took possession of a hamlet, two hundred yards in 
front of their position. Both sides Avere soon hotly engaged ; but 
owing to the country being thickly Avooded the rebels Avere enabled to 
maintain themselves for some time against our fire, during Avhich 
interval large bodies pf cavalry advanced on the flanks and made, 
repeated attempts to cut into the main column. Havelock, ha-ving 
only twefity horse, was compelled to protect his flanks Avith the 
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* “Memoirs of Sir Henry Ilavolock, ” by John Clark Marshmnn, pages 290-98. 
t Telegram from Brigadior-Goncral Havelock, c.b., to tlie Commandor-ln-Chicf, dated 
Camp Pandoo Nuddee, l.'ith July 1857.— “ Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 91. 
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infantry in second line and by artillery fire * and this he did with sucli 
success that the enemy finding all their attempts fruitless rode away to 
tiie rear, and made a last strenuous effort to capture the baggage. The 
hospital sergeant of the 25th Native Infantry, however, collecting all 
the invalids and stragglers in the rear, formed a small rallying square of 
about a hundred men, and received them with such a fire of musketry 
that they rode off discomfited, leaving many dead behind them.f 

Meantime the Madras Fusiliers had, under the gallant Renaud.l 
carried the hamlet with a rush ; Maude’s guns and the withering fire 
of the sharpshooters began to tell, and our men -gradually advancing 
captured the entrenchment and drove the rebels back upon the village. 
Here they fought fiercely ; but they were thrust forth at the point of 
the bayonet. The artilleiy passed through,' and the troops Avere halted 
for rest beneath the welcome shelter of some friendly mango groves. 
“ Most grateful was their shade, inviting to repose after recent 
exposure to the fiery sunbeams, which seemed literally to pierce and 
seethe the brain. The relief Avas unimaginable.” § 

But the rest was of short duration. Authentic information reached 
Havelock that the bridge over the Pandoo river was not destroyed, but 
defended by entrenchments, and two guns of garrison calibre. He also 
heard that the enemy intended, as a last resource, to bloAV it up, and, as 
the river was in flood, the destruction of the bridge Avould seriously 
retard his advance on CaAvnpore. Not a moment was to be lost. The 
assembly again sounded : the soldiers resumed their arms, and a stirring 
British cheer Avhich made the Avelkin ring, marked their appreciation of 
their General, and his readiness again to engage the rebels. The heat 


* From Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., to tLc Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, 
dated Camp Pandoo Nuddee, 15th July, 1857. — "Indian Mutiny," volume II, page 92. 
t "Saturday Review," volume IV, page 260. 

Major Ronaud, 1st Madras Fusiliers, to -whoso gallantry and intelligence I have been 
■under great obligations. His loft tbigb -was broken by a musket ball in the skirmish at 
Aong, but I hope from the fortitude with which ho endures all suffering a favourable result." 
From Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., to the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, 
dated Camp Pandoo Nuddee, 15th July, 1857.— " Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 93. 

"The 2 ealons daring Ronaud, Madras Fusiliers, whoso courage and fortitude were 
proverbial. Ho sank rapidly after the nropntntion of his loft leg above the knee. I had gone 
to SCO him, found him in cheerful spirits, hoped for his ultimate recovery, nnd now he is not. 
Sad realities of ruthless w«r.—‘‘ Journal of an English officer in India,” by Maior 'North 
page 81. ’ 

5 "Journal of an English officer in India,” by Major North, page 51 
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was intense, but the excitement of- battle kept -them up. After march- 
ing two miles they suddenly, by a bend in the road, came in sight of the 
river, swollen by the rains, and still spanned by a narrow stone bridge. 
Two white puffs of smoke rose from a low ridge, a loud report followed, 
and a couple of 24-pounder shot crashed right into the column. Another, 
and another, followed in rapid succession. Several fell wounded, and a 
stalwart Highlander was shot dead, “ half of his head having been taken 
off by a round shot." * 

Our dispositions were soon made. Fortunately, the bridge was at 
a salient bend of the river in our direction, and Captain Maude at once 
suggested to the General his desire to envelope it with his artillery fire, 
by placing three guns in the ' road, and three on either flank. The 
whole of the Madras Fusiliers, being the most practised marksmen in 
the force, were extended as Enfield riflemen ; the}’^ lined the . banks of 
the stream, and opened a biting fire. As the column marched along 
the road, the enemy kept up a continuous and effective cannonade, and 
it being found impossible for the troops to preserve this formation they 
deployed' and advanced with great steadiness, in parade order, in 
support of the guns and riflemen. Animated by his accustomed daring, 
Maude’s battery moved resolutely up to within three hundred yards of 
the bridge, unlimbered, opened fire, and quickly silenced the heavjrguns 
of the enemy. Then a vast cloud of smoke and dust rose from the 
bridge, and a loud crash, like the clatter of falling bricks, was heard. 
From the Chief to the private soldier, all thought the bridge had fallen, 
and they were baffled. But when the cloud rolled along the river, they 
saw the parapet walls had gone, but the arch stood sound ; and at this 
critical moment the right wing of the Fusiliers suddenly closing threAV 
themselves upon the bridge, carried it, and captured both guns. The 
day was won. Havelock pushed his force a mile beyond the bridge, 
a halt was made, and the men utterly exhausted threw themselves on 
^the ground. 

“ During twelve hours our troops had been under arras and 
twice engaged, and their endurance tested to the uttermost. The 
scorching sun glared down its unpitying rays upon their arms, which 
glittered with intolerable radiance, till the brain reeled and eye-balls 
ached with the intensity of that dazzling sheen. 

“ Yet, their indomitable energy rose superior to every trial — instinct 
with the dignity of manhood, they uttered no complaint, but bore on 


* “Journal of an English ofDcer in India/’ by Major North, page 54, 
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nobty. Nigbfc had agaia closed, when their long fast was terminated by 
a meal.” * 

Battio of Late that night a rumour spread through camp that a heavier 

Cawnpore awaited them on the morrow. The General had ascertained that 

the Nana, with a large force had come down to meet him, and had taken 
up a strong position at the village of Aherwa, about fdur miles from 
Gawnpore, where the Grand Trunk Eoad unites with' -that which leads 
direct to the military cantonment of Gawnpore. He had also learnt 
that a large party of women and children were prisoners at Gawnpore, 
and they must be rescued at all hazards. Time was of the utmost 
value, so, soon after daylight, the bugle sounded, the ranks fell in, and 
the column again began to march. After proceeding fifteen miles the 
village of Maharajpore was reached, and the troops bivouacked in some 
mango groves, to cool, and gain shelter from a burning sun. On the 
arrival of the baggage food was cooked and eaten, and the baggage 
being kept back under proper escort, at 1-30 p.m. the column Avas again 
on the march. In the full midday heat of the worst season of the 
jmar did the troops start ; each man fully armed and accoutred, with 
his sixty rounds of ball ammunition on him. The sun struck doTO 
with frightful force. At every step a man reeled out of the'ranlcs, 
and threw himself fainting by the side of the road : the calls for water 
were incessant all along the line. On they trudged till they reached the 
junction of the two roads, and found the enemy posted about a mile 
behind the fork. “ His entrenchments cut and rendered impassable 
both roads, and his guns, seven in number, two light and five of siege 
calibre, were disposed along his position, which consisted of a series of 
villages : behind these his infantry, consisting of mutineers and his 
own armed followers, was disposed for defence.” It was evident that 
an attack in front would expose Havelock’s force, numbering only 1,100 
British and 300 Sikhs, to a murderous fire from the enemy’s heavy 
guns sheltered in his entrenchments. The General resolved therefore 
to manoeuvre to turn his left. He had been a close student of the 
great Frederick’s campaigns, and he determined to pursue the tactics 


• “.Tournal of an English officer in India,” by Major North, pages 50-57. 

' y 'orp the bullocks could bo slnugbtcrod and skinned, and the meat 
■^'gnt had sot . ..... , 

delivered to the men . cases, too •n-eanod to get up and care for a meal. Many 

of them were biscuit and porter. The night was insuffer- 

=Wy hot. and 

before morning, and then m bee. ' K.c.n.,” by John 
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of “ Old Frederick, ” at Leu then. Like Leuthen “ this country, for many: 
miles round, has nothing that could be called a hill ; it is definable as 
a bare, wide-waving . champaign, with slight bumps on it, and reedy 
meres, or mires drained in our day. It is dotted with hamlets of the 
usual land.” * In front of the rebels’ left, and nearly parallel with it, 
ran a line of mango groves, which acted as a screen for Havelock, as 
the Scheuberg Borne Eise ” did for Frederick, Placing his cavalry and 
some skirmishers near the fork, to attract the attention of the enemy, 
Havelock changed the direction of the main column, and his troops 
defiling at a steady pace, and screened by the clumps of mango, began 
to circle round the enemy’s left. For some time the rebels knew not 
what he was about ; but when the column did again come in sight they 
understood the object of the march, and the utmost excitement 
prevailed among them. They pushed forward on their left a large body 
of horse, and opened fire from the Avhole of their guns. Not a shot was 
fired in return ; but through a storm of round shot and shrapnel, led 
by their General, our troops marched in silence breathing courage, 
eager at heart to give courage, man to man. Many fell struck by the 
enemy’s bullets; but more fell struck by the burning sun. But on 
they tramped, till the enemy’s left Avas wholly opened to their attack. 
They then swiftly formed line, and advanced in direct echelon of 
regiments and batteries from the right : a Aving of the Fusiliers again 
covered the advance extended as riflemen. Noav the British guns 
replied to Ihe rebels’ cannon, and the skirmishers Avere soon hotly 
engaged. But Maude’s light pieces could not silence their heavy guns, 
strongly posted in a lofty hamlet Avell entrenched, from behind Avhose 
cover the infantry kept up a bickering fire. The opportunity for 
Avhich the General had long anxiously Avaited of developing the 
prowess of the 78th had aiTived. He gave the order to advance and 
take the village. The Highlanders, led by their old commander Colonel 
Hamilton, moved forward with sloped arms and measured tread, 
regardless of the hail of grape that fell thick and fast among them. 
Bearing onAvards, Avith the pipes sounding' the pibroch, they approached 
Avithin a hundred yards of the hamlet : when the A\mrd to charge Avas 
given, a cheer, loud and long arose, and the Highlanders Avith level 
bayonets plunged into the village. The struggle Avas fierce, and the 
slaughter great. The enemy, driven forth, fell back to the centre of 


* “ History of Freilcrick the Great,” hy Tbottiaa Carlyle, volume 5, page 246. 
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their position, and i*alliecl round a howitzer placed there. Havelock 
having halted his men quite breathless by the rush, was noAv joined 
by Major Stirling with the 64th, who had, on the left, been equally 
successful against another village, and had captured three guns. 
After a short rest, re-forming his troops, the General placed himself in 
their front, and pointing to the dense masses of the enemy and the 
frowning gun, said, — "ISrow, Highlanders, another charge like that wins 
the day.” The soldiers clamoured applause. Then again Highlanders 
and 64th drove forward, and Havelock led them pressing straight on- 
wards till the centre and its guns were ours. Now the 78tK, worn by 
the labour of battle, were halted ,* but the 64th, 84th, and the Sikhs 
sweeping on, rolled up the enemy’s right, and took the two guns that 
defended it. At this moment the Volunteer Cavalry rode up. Oh a 
tumbrel in their rear was Captain Beatson, the Deputy Assistant 
Adjutant-General. That morning he had been attacked with cholera, 
He was too weak to ride, but he would not lose his share of the fight, so 
he had himself carried into action. On seeing the retreating enemy ho 
ordered the Volunteer Horse to follow them. Barrow, their brave 
commander, hiding his spurs, called out to his little band' — eighteen 
sabres, all told — “ Come on and with a loud shout away they rode 
after him, faster and faster as they neared the flying foe. A whole 
regiment of cavalry covered the enemy’s rear, and seeing their 
pursuers, they stood to stop their way. But Barrow and his men giving 
their steeds their heads, rushed to the attack, and the rebel horse 
turned and rode off at full speed. “ Give point, lads : damn cuts and 
guards,” shouted Barrow ; and again and again they goaded the retreat- 
ing mutineers till six out of the eighteen being disabled * they were 
compelled to draw rein. As they rode back the soldiers greeted them 
with a cheer, and the old General exclaimed — *' Well done, gentlemen 
Volunteers : I am proud to command you.” 

The enemy were in full retreat, but the victory was not won. 
After proceeding about a mile, the fugitives rallied, and with a coiqfle 


• "One trooper had been killed, and another wounded t two horaes were killed, and two 
unable to move from wounds.” — ‘^ilcmoirs of Sir Henry Havelock, k.c.b.,” by John Clark 
Jklarshman, page 309. 

A Cavalry Volunteer wrote from the camp—" Wc lost one of our Volunteers in the 
rharpe, and 1 am going to attend his funeral this evening. His brother was with ns, and it 
was fad to fee tho poor hoy sobbing in the ranks, with his brother lying hacked all over, wiUiin 
few y.ardt, 1 be poor little fellow never asked to be allowed to leave the Irooji,” 
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of guns occupied a village sheltered by a mango tope. As our 
infantry approachedlt the rebels opened on them a heavy fire, aiid they 
had to shift their ground a little, for our guns came up but slowly, in 
consequence of having been obliged to diverge from the direct road 
and advance through heavy, broken ground. As the wearied column 
pressed forward' the fire gi’ew waimer, and many fell. “ Our noble 
General seemed gifted with ubiquity, as, scornful of danger, confront- 
ing death, and burning with the lust of victory, he was present wherever 
most needed. * * * ” Again^ the clear tone of his peculiar voice 

raised to highest pitch the courage of his men as he turned towards 
the Highlanders, and said — " Come, who’ll take this village— the 
Highlanders, or 64th ?” ^ There was no pause to answer. Abreast 
the two raiments raced at the village, and drove the enemy out of it j 
whilst the Madras Fusiliers cleared the plantation on the right. 

But the day’s work was not done. No sooner had our troops, 
being re-formed, resumed their march, when, most unexpected, they 
beheld a 24-pounder planted in the road, and behind it, stretched on the 
plain in the form of a gentle crescent was the rebel infantry in battle 
array, supported by numerous horsemen and guns on their flanks. They 
Were only some yards distant, and an immediate collision was inevitable. 
The scene tvas magnificent, and yet overawing : banners were flying, 
bugles sounding, drums beating, as their General rode among the semed 
battalions of infantry and the gathering ranks of cavalry opened to 
make way for him. It Was the Nana himself, who had come down from 
Cawnpore to strike for victory. He had an atmy consisting of ten 
thousand highly-trained men ; and opposed to him were nine hundred 
English soldiers, worn with marching and fighting during the whole of a 
burning, Indian day. The artillery cattle, wearied by the length of the 
march, had not brought Up the guns : the Sikhs were in the rear. The 
head of the column had no sooner halted than, all at once, fire 
from the 24-pounder was opened, aud iu the next moment a round shot 
went tearing through the column. Our men were ordered to lie down. 
The enemy, seeing their foe on the ground, insolently set their drums and 
trumpets to sound the advance, and their infantry advanced as if to 
envelop our flanks, whilst their cavalry, galloping to the rear, cut up the 
wounded men. Their missiles fell faster and thicker. Six men of the 
64th were killed, and Captain Currie, of the 84fch, was struck by a 
round shot which carried aAvay nearly the whole of his back. Other 


• “Journal of an English officer in India,” by Major North, page 04. 
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poor fellows had their legs taken oflf, and others their arms.” Havelock 
resolved that this state of things should hot last. His charger had been 
shot under him, but mounting a pony he appeared before the men — 
“ the only man who dared raise his head — so close and thick was the 
fire that rained upon us. He instantly, with clear and firm tone, gave 
the order — ‘ The line will advance.’ ” Then the English line, not amount- 
ing to nine hundred men, and led by their General, went forward — “ It 
was irresistible. The enemy sent round shot into our ranks, until we 
were within three hundred )^ards, and then poured in grape with such 
precision and determination as I have seldom witnessed. But the 64th, 
led by Major Stirling and by my Aide-de-Camp,* who had placed 
himself in the front, were not to be denied. Their rear showed the 


• General Sir Hnvclock-Allan whose recent nntiinely death must be fresh in univorsnl 
memory. On the 18th August 1857, Sir Henry Havelock recommended Lieutenant Crowe, 
78th Highlanders, for the Victoria Cross and without the knowledge of his son, who was 
not aware of the circumstance until after his father’s death, he added the following — “ I 
r»commend for the same decoration Lieutenant Havelock, 10th Foot. In the combat at 
Cownpore he was my Aide-de-Camp. The 64th Regiment had been much under artillery 
fire, from which it had severely suffered. The whole of the infantry were lying down in line j 
when perceiving that the enemy hud brought down the last reserved gun (a 24-))0under) and 
were rallying round it I called up the regiment to rise and advance. Without any word 
from me Lieutenant Havelock placed himself on his horse in front 6f the centre of the C4lh 
opposite tlie muzzle of the gun. Major Stirling, commanding the regiment, was in front, 
dismounted, but the Lieutenant continued to move steadily on in front of the regiment, at a 
foot pace on his horse. The gun discharged shot until the troops were within a short distnnro 
when they fired grape. In went the corps, led by the Lieutenant, who still steered steadily 
on the gun’s muzzle, until it was mastered by a rush of the 64th.” When the Gazette confer- 
ring the Victoria Cross on Lieutenant Havelock reached India the officers of the 64th 
feeling that the recommendation and its terms reflected on them addressed a letter to 
Sir Colin Campbell, the Coramander-in-Chief in India, by whom it was forwarded to His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge. In his letter to the Adjutant-General Sir Colin (.’ampbell 
stated — " This instance is one of many in which, since the institution of the Victoria Cross, 
advantage has been taken by young Aides-de-Camp and other Staff officers to place themselves 
in prominent situations for the purpose of attracting attention. To them life is of little 
value, ns compared with the gain of public honour, but they do not reflect; and the Generals 
to whom they belong do not reflect, on the cruel injustice thus done to gallant officers, who,- 
beside the excitement of the moment of action, have all the responsibility attendatit on flic 
situation.” The Commandcr-in-Chicf added — “ By such despatches as the one above 
alluded to, it is made to appear to tho world that a regiment would have proved wanting in 
courage, except ior an accidental circumstance ; such a reflection is most galling to British 
f o1 Hers, indeed it is almost intolerable, and the fact is remembered against it by all the other 
corps in Her Majesty’s service. Soldiers feel such things most keenly. I would, therefore, 
again beg leave to dwell on the injustice sometimes done by General officers when they give 
a public preference to those attached to them over the officers who arc charged with the most 
difficult and responsible dutic.” Sir Colin Campbell’s words were forcible and applicable 
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ground strewed with wounded ; but on they silently and steadily came, 
then with a cheer charged and captured the unwieldy trophy of their 
- valour.” * 

After a hurried fire of musketry the enemy gave way in total rout. 
The Highlanders would have poured a withering volley on their 
retreating foe, but they had to caution each other not to fire, as their 
General who had led the determined onslaught was in front. Four of 
our guns, however, came up and completed their discomfiture by a 
heavy cannonade, and as it grew dark the roofless artillery barracks 
were discovered in the advance, and Havelock’s troops bivouacked 
that night without food or tents two miles from the cantonment of 
Cawnpore. “ I bivouacked in good spirits, ” he wrote, " though without 
dinner ; my waterproof eoat serving me for a eouch on the damp 
ground.’^ Such were the princijml circumstances of the battle -of 
Cawnpore, with its three distinct actions. 

In nine days Havelock and his veterans had marched 126 miles 
under an Indian sun in the hottest season of the year, each man cariy- 
ing a heavy weight of ammunition, and had won four pitched battles and 
sundry combats against highly disciplined troops far exceeding them in 
number. During the four days’ fighting they had killed or wounded 
many hundreds of their enemies, and had captured tweuty»threo pieces 


not only to tlie particular event. Tlic Commnnder-iii-Chief when he used tlic words “ to 
those attached to them ” did not intend, as has been stated, to bring a charge of nepotism 
against Havelock, but was referring to offirers in general on the personal staff. Havelock 
could have had no intention of making it appear that the C lth would liavc proved wanting in 
courage except for an accidental circumstance, fur in his order wired the day after the battle 
he signalled them out for special praise. "-Your fire was reserved till you saw the colour (jf 
your enemies’ mpustaciiios — tliis gave you the victory.” He did not consider a man should get 
the Victoria Cross for merely doing his duty, leading his regiment into action, but he 
successfully recommended Major Stifling, ” a man of romantic braverjV’ promotion. The 
Victoria Cross, he considered, was a reward for on exceptional act of bravery, and for that 
reason he recommended his son for it. Sir Colin Campbell, when called upon to express an 
official opinion, had to consider what wide operation an action of this nature must exercise, how 
' many discussions and passions it would necessarily excite, and how much injustice It might 
cause. 

” The 64th needs no eulogy from anybody. Stirling was romantically brave, as his 
death, a little later, amply showed ; while ' Young Harry’ was well worthy of the honours which 
'he won, and , which he has since increased in other fields of action.” — "Memories of the 
Mutiny,” by Colonel F, C. Maude, -v.c,, C.B., and John W. Sberer, c.s i., volume I, page 213.' 

* “ Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 100. 
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of artillery'. Their advance had been one of suffering, of privation, and. 
of fatigue ; but the burning desire to save the captive Avomen and 
children nourished the energy of the British soldier. Battle after 
battle was won by desperate fighting ; the cholera and the sunstroke 
slew' many survivors of the combat, but on they -went with unflinching 
resolution till the outskirts of Ca-wnpore were reached. Then on the 
morning after their crowning victory as they were about to fall in, news 
reached the men w'hich quenched the hope that bad burned clear in 
them through all the -wear}’- marching and hard fighting. And when 
they entered the city the evil tidings \Yere confirmed, and they saw a 
scene w'hich drove them mad with horror and excitement. But the 
firm hand of their commander held them in check. 

The city of Cawnpore, distant little more than six hundred miles 
from Calcutta, tw’o hundred and fifty miles south-east from Delhi and 
forty miles south-west from Lucknow, is indebted for its importance to. 
the commercial and strategical advantages of its position.- Situated 
on the southern bank of the Ganges, navigable for light craft downwards 
to the sea a thousand miles and up the country three hundred miles, 
no place is better fitted to be an emporium of the trafiSc of the rich 
plains of Bengal and of that vast tract of open countrj^ which stretches 
from Bengal north-westward to the Himalayas, Moreover, besides 
being the. natural highway, the Ganges formed from very ancient times 
the frontier defence of the people of Oudh and Bengal against their 
northern neighbours. When Clive decided to maintain and strengthen 
Oudh as a friendly state interposed between Bengal and Northern India, 
he selected Cawnpore on account of its advanced and commanding 
position as the best station in the Naw'ab of Oudh’s dominion to canton 
the brigade lent to him subject to a subsidy for the protection of his 
frontier. In 1801 the security of the subsidy rvas established on the 
solid basis of territorial possession, and Cawnpore being comprehended 
within the limits of the Company’s power attained the prominent 
military position of being the head-quarters of the field command in 
Bengal, a command rvhich including the King’s and Company’s troops, 
artillery’, cavalry and infantry, amounted to 40,000 effective.'^ The 
advance of our frontier to the north, however, occasioned a revisal of our 
military position and Cawnpore was unwisely denuded by degrees of 


» "Tour along the Ganges,'' by Lieutenant Colonel Forrest, page 159 . 
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its entire European force.* * * § In the spring of 1857 siiity-one European 
artillerymen with six guns were the' only representatives of the' 
English army at Cawnpore. The native troops consisted of the 1st, 
63rd and 56th Native Infantry, the 2nd Cavalry and the native 
gunners attached to the battery : about 3,000 in number. 

The cantonments lay in a semi-circular form along the bank of 
the river over a tract extending six miles from the north-west to the 
south-east and covered about ten miles of area. At the north- 
western extremity about a mile from the river were the principal 
houses of the civil oflScials, the treasury, the gaol and the museum 
premises. Not far from the gaol and close upon the Ganges stood the 
magazine, a spacious building surrounded by lofty Avails. Three miles 
from the magazine going in a straight line along the stream tOAvards 
the south-east, on a slight elevation gently sloping' doAvn to the AA'ater, 
Avere the assembly rooms and the church Avith its Avhite toAver soaring 
above a clump of trees. Behind the church spread the modern city, 
like Gallipoli with “ narrow tortuous streets of t tumble-doAAm houses, 
densely packed Avith sixty thousand inhabitants.” + Beyond the toAvn 
to the south-east and separated from it by the Ganges Canal AA^erc 
on a Avide plain the old barracks of the European troops, the lines of 
the respective natiA'-e regiments with their military bazaar, containing a 
population of about fifty thousand, and the houses of the officers, 
standing in extensive compounds or paddocks. 

In Ma}’’, 1857, the officer in command of the CaAvnpore division Avas 
Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeler, k.c.b., a soldier of noble Celtic 
blood,§ Avhose long military career had been a series of noble services 
and of military honours. He entered the Company's army in 1803 as 
En.sign in the 48th and the folloAving year Avas present at the hard 
fought contest A\’hich made Lord Lake master of Delhi. Rising sloAvly 

* “They even ^rent further : nt the end of 1856, they ordered the wing of the 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, which had been, temporarily detained at Cawnpore at the request of the Chief 
Commander of Oudh, to proceed to Umballa.” — “The Mutiny of the Bengal Army. An 
historical narrative. By one who has served under Sir Charles Napier,” page 123. 

Diary in India,” by William Howard Russell, page 179. 

% “The city bad an evil reputation. Situated on the frontier of two distinct jurisdictions, 
it swarmed with rascals from Oudh, on their way to seek obscurity in British territory, and 
rascals from onr north-west provinces, on their way to seek impunity in the dominions of 
the Nawab.”. — “Cawnpore, by the Bight Hon’ble Sir George Trevelyan, Bart.,” page 50. 

§ He was the son of Captain Hugh Wheeler by his wife Margaret, second daughter of 
Hugh, first Lord Slassy. 
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through the intermediate ranks he became Lieutenant-Colonel in 1835 
and commanded the 48th Bengal Native Infantry at the storm and 
capture of Ghazni. For his services during the first Afghan Campaign 
he received a C.B., and in 1846 reached the rank of Colonel. The 
same j'ear he was appointed Brigadier and he commanded a brigade 
of infantry at the battle of Moodkee wherein he was wounded, but 
although then suffering from the wounds he energetically headed his 
brigade at the decisive and glorious action at Aliwal.* He commanded 
a division of Sir Hugh Gough’s army of the Punjab, 1848-49, and for 
his eminent services in the Sikh campaigns he was made a K.C.B. in 
1860, and four years later he became a Major-General. f At the time 
of the outbreak at Meerut he had for- upwards of fifty 3"ears been 
attached to the Bengal Arm}', had served with it in quarters and in 
the field ; he had fought and bled in its ranks, and he had a pride in 
the courage and devotion of the sepoy and a thorough knowledge of 
his language and his mode of life. He had proved himself in the 
hour of danger so brave, so resolute and so fertile of resource that Sir 
Henry Lawrence wrote to him — “ You are a tower of strength to us 
at this juncture.” J 


• Received rnoda), clasp and made an A.-D,-C. to the Queen. 

f The Sutlej despatches bear testimony to the splendid services rendered by General 
tVhecIcr. In October, 1848, ho effected the reduction of the strong fortress of Ruiigur 
Nuggul, with the loss of only a single man; and by his conduct on tliis occasion earned the 
vrarmest approval of Lord Gough, then Commander-in-Chief, tvho formally congratulated 
the Brigadier on tlio result, which in his opinion was "entirely to be ascribed to the soldier- 
like and judicious arrangement of that gallant officer.” In the following November Lord 
Gough in a despatch addressed to the Governor-General status that he " has directed the 
Adjutant-General to convey to Brigadier-General Wheeler his hearty - congratulations ami 
thanks for the important services which he and the brave troops under his command have 
rendered in the reduction of the fortress of Kullawalha.” Again, in a despatch from the 
Adjutant-General to the Governor-General, dated Camp before Chillianwatlah, January 30tli, 
1849, it is stated that Brigadier Wheeler in command of the Punjab division and of the 
JuUundur Field Force, supported by Major Butler, and Lieutenant Hodson, assaulted and 
captured the heights of Oulla in the course of his operations against the rebel Ram Sing in 
spite of the difficulties presented by rivers almost unfordable and mountains deemed 
impregnable, In the General Order issued by the Governor-General (April 2nd, 1849) at the 
termination of the war wo have the following : — " Brigadier- Gen oral Wheeler, c.B., has 
executed the several duties which hove been committed to bira with skill and with success, 
and. the Govcrnor-Gcneml has been happy to convey to him his thanks.” 

tLaJy Canning in her Diary writes “ Junc2l8t. Cawnpore is now the most anxious 
position but every one speaks alike of Sir Hugh Wheeler and his brave spirit. There is not a 
better soldier, and all say, if any one can hold it, be will.” 
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On the 14th of May news reached Sir Hugh Wheeler of the re\olt 
at Meerut and the subsequent events at Delhi. Two days after he 
telegraphed to the Governor-General of India : — “ As far as I have means 
of judging, the troops here and at Allahabad arc at present v ell dis- 
posed j however there is much excitement in consequence of events 
elsewhere.”' On the 18th May he informed the Governor-General : All 
at Cawnpore quiet, hut excitement continues among the people. 
He also forwarded a message received that morning from Agra * : — ” All 
goes on excellent!}' here. Levies of light horse will soon clear the Doab of 
plunderers. Troops are hurrying from the hills and Punjab, and the final 
advance on Delhi will soon be made. The insingonts can only be about 
3,000 in number, and are said to cling to the walls of Delhi, w'hcrc they 
have put up a puppet king. I grudge the escape of one of them. 
Disorder has not come below the Haupper, and the country around 
Meerut null soon be quite restored to order. In our lower districts they 
are watched, and calm and expert policy will soon re-assure the public 
mind ; the plague is in truth stayed.” The Lieutenant-Governor of the 
North-West Provinces committed a grave blunder when ho stated that 
the plague was stayed, and that his message must have had an influence 
momentous in its consequences on Sir Hugh Wheeler’s couisc of 
action cannot be doubtful. If a final advance was soon to be made on 
Delhi held by only 3,000 men and if order was about to bo restored in 
the North-West, it was incumbent on the General to preserve by the 
display of uu.shakeu courage and confidence the loyalty of his troops 
till the famed Imperial city had again fallen under our control. There 
w.as room for hope that the fall of Delhi might shake the counsels of the 
disloyal and altogether avert the catasti'ophc which threatened him. On 
the other hand, the General had to be governed by the perception of 
the necessity of providing shelter for the European residents against any 
outbreak due to a sudden gust of passion and fanaticism. Ho knew 
that the religious mind of the Empires had been dangerously shocked 
and that the Hindus although by nature a keen and good-humoured race 
were fierce in the matter of religion. It was suggested to him that he 
should occupy the magazine with its strong Avails at once ; no one would 
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flio revolt 
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* Sir George Trevelyan gives the mes.'age as if it came from Sir Hugh Wheeler and 
omits the words “ Copy of Message received this morning from Agra. All goes on excellently 
here (Agi-a). Levies of light horse will soon clear the Doab of plunderers. Troops are hurry 
ing from tlic hills to Pun-jab and the final advance on Delhi will soon bo made.” 

“ Indian Mutiny,” volume 11, page 106. 
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have prevented him ; they might have saved everything they had almost, 
if they had ; and he has been severely criticised for not having gone there * 
But against this plan there were two cogent reasons ; it was situated 
six miles from the native lines and to withdraw -the officers so far from' 
their men was to deprive them of the moral force which alone could 
keep them lojml, and the removal of the sepoy guard from the magazine 
was affronting a great risk of producing the explosion which he was 
attempting to avert. His decision was finally determined by a telegram 
which he received from the Government of India on the 19bh of 
Jilay ; — “You are requested to begin immediately to make all prepara- 
tions for the accommodation of a European force and to let it be known 
that you are doing so.” The buildings most suitable for the accom- 
modation of a European force w’ere two large barracks, formerly the 
hospital barracks of a Dragoon regiment, and at the time occupied by 
the depot of Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment consisting of the sick, 
invalid women and children of the regiment. They were single-storied 
buildings, intended each for the accommodation of a company of 100 
men, one of them was thatched and both were surrounded by a flat- 
roofed arcade or verandah. The walls were of brick and the usual 
ouc-offices were attached to the building.| In order that they might 
resist a sudden attack, a trench was dug around these barracks and the 
earth thrown up on the outside so as to form a parapet about five feet 
high, and they Avere armed at their principal points by artillery. Ten 
guns constituted the sole defence by artillery of the entrenchment 
and a mud wall not even bullet-proof at the crest Avas its sole bulwark. 
But General Wheeler had every reason to consider that they Avero 
needed not to Avithstand a siege but for the more urgent purpose of 
enabling the garrison to resist a sudden attack. 


* “ General AA'hccler,” wrote Keill, " ought fo have gone there (the magazine).’' 
f These barracks (the hospital barracks) were situated in the centre of a very large plain, 
with a tolerably clear space all round them. In front was the cricket-ground, a very 
clear space, hounded on its loft and left-front by unfinished barracks, then in the course of 
construction ; on its right was the road, and beyond it another level plain of smaller extent 
tcnninaliug in a row of bouses ; beyond these another road, another row of houses, and then 
the river. To tUo left and left-rear of the barracks was another extensive plain, upon which 
the European regiments, on passing through the station, were wont to encamp : to the right and 
Tighl-Tcar the description I have already given of the country to the right of the cricket- 
ground applies.— “ The Mutiny of the Bengal Axmy. An historical narrative. By one who 
has served under Sir Charles Napier,” page 125. 

t" Eigiit Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoy Army,’* by Colonel Gsurge 
Bourchicr, c.n., page 193. 
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On the very day Sir Hugh began their construction (20th May) 
he telegraphed to the Government of India: “All well here and 
excitement less.” He also forwarded another message from Agra which 
declared the tide bad turned ; “Very few days will now see the end' 
of it, unless the mutineers. shut themselves up in Delhi and a siege be 
necessary some little delay must occur.” The bloody lesson had to 
be read. 

No sooner had General Wheeler despatched his message to the 
Government than a good deal of excitement and some alarm was aroused 
bj'^ the conduct of the “2nd Cavalry. “ That corps,” as he informed 
the GoveT-n or- General next day, “ had sent emissaries into the camps of 
the three Native Infantr}"^ corps, asking if they would support them in 
the event of an outrage. Their avowed cause of discontent was their 
horses, arms, &e., were to be taken from them and made over to the 
Europeans. I need not add how entirely without foundation. But 
reports of the most absurd kind are constantly circulated and arc no 
sooner disposed of than another takes place. The Europeans shall be 
cared for,. no mention is made of the number or when they are expected ; 
the sooner the better.*’ The telegram closed with the ominous 
announcement: “ Reports just received that a crisis is approaching 
here.” That evening the women and children were all ordered into 
the barracks, the officers still sleeping at the quarter-guards in the 
lines with their respective corps.* “Among our men,” wrote a young 
subaltern, " I believe we are perfectly safe and if they do mutiny, we- 
should at all events have the satisfaction of being at our posts.” 

On the following day (May 22nd) General Wheeler informed the 
Government of India “ matters took a favourable turn about half past 
7 P.M. yesterday. Up to that time it appears that an outbreak was 
most imminent. I placed guns in position and made every preparation 
to meet it. The danger gave way before a quiet address to the men 
by their commandant through some Native officers. At 11 P.M. fifty- 
five Europeans of Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment and about 240 troopers, 
Oudh Irregular Cavalry, arrived, sent by Sir Henry Lawrence to- 
my aid. This morning two guns and about 300 men of all arras were 
brought in by the Maharajah of Bithoor. Their being Mahrattas, they 
"are not likely to coalesce with others. Once the Europeans from 
Calcutta arrived, I shou d hope that all would be beyond danger. I 


** “ The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thompson, page 30. 
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have tlie most cordial co-operation from Mr. Hillersclon, the Magistrate, 
At present things appear quiet, but it is impossible to say what a 
moment maj* bring forth.” * 

Th- Nnna The Maharajah of Bithoor mentioned by Sir Hugh Wheeler was 

Tcorek Dhundu Punt who is better known by the familiar appella- 
tion of " the Nana,” a title common among the Mahrattas. Born at.a 
Binall hamlet at the foot of the Ghauts thirty miles east of Bomba}', 
he was adopted by Baji Bao II, the seventh and last of . the Brahmin 
, Peshwas or iIa 3 ’ors of the Palace, who were the real heads of the great 
klahratta confederacy. During our operations against the freebooting 
bands of Central India, Baji Bao seized an opportunity to commence 
war without a declaration and he attacked and burnt the house of 
the British Resident. At the battle of Kirkee (30th October 1817) 
his army was totally routed and the remainder of the campaign 
was the pursuit of a fugitive prince. Baji Rao s troops were swiftly, 
scattered, his forts were taken and he himself was so hotly pursued 
that he finally surrendered upon the following assurance; " Baji Rao 
shall receive a liberal pension from the Company’s Government for 
the support of himself and family. The amount of this pension will 
be fixed by the Governor-General ; but Brigadier-General Malcolm takes 
upon himself to engage that it shall not be less than eight lakhs of 
rupees per annum.” Lord Hastings, the Governor-General, W'as aiinoyed 
at the prodigality of these terms, but felt himself bound in honour 
to ratify them. A proclamation having been issued before the 
surrender that bis dominions had been forfeited and that the Peshwa 
and his family w'ere for ever excluded from the throne, Baji Rao and 
his family were conducted to Bithoor, a small town tw'elve miles up 
the river from Caw’nporc. 

Here he lived in regal state, and at his death in 1851 he left all' 
liis property amounting to £280,000 to his adopted son Dhundu Punt.i 
The Government of India acknowdedged the adopted son’s title to this 
immense fortune, and out of their own beneficence they conf inued to 
him the jaghir or grant of land on which Baji Rao had resided in 
the North-Western Province. But the annual sum of eight lakhs paid 
to Baji Rao they decided w'as a mere life grant which ceased with 
him. And there cannot be a shadow' of doubt that the allowance was 

* ‘'The Indinn volumn II, papo 103. . 

t it ?vn! stated by the rcsliwn’s Tvidows tliat tlic ffill wn.s forged. 
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a life annuity^ meant for the support of the Peshwa and his family. In 
the agreement no mention is made of heirs. Sir John Miilcolm, who 
made it, wrote at the time of “ the life pension granted to Baji Kao,” 
and the Governor- General who ratified it regarded the allowance as 
a personal allowance. Baji Kao stipulated that he should have a 
handsome allowance for the support of himself and famil)’-, and there is 
ample evidence in the State documents to show that he was well aware 
that the annuity granted was a mere life annuity. The contention of 
the Nana that the agreement made with Baji Kao after his dominions 
had been declared forfeited was a cession treaty and the annuity 
a perpetual rent charge, Avas contrary to all the facts and could not be 
supported by any great ajjpearance of reason. The suggestion that 
Lord Dalhousie was to some extent responsible for the Mutiny in 
consequence of his harsh action toAvards the Nana is also not Avarranted 
by the facts. Lord Dalhousie merely carried out the vieAvs of the 
Local GoAmrnment of the North- \Yestern ProA'inces. 

The Nana aiApealed to the Government at home against the decision 
of the GoA'crnmcnt of India and despatclied his confidential man 
of business Azemoolah Khan, a clever Mahomedan adventurer, to 
London to press his claim.* His mission Avas in vain. On his way 
back to India Azemoolah stayed at Constantinople just after the 
repulse of the allies in their assault on Sebastapol, 18th June, and 
he crossed OA'er to the Crimea in order to see as he stated “ those 
great Koostums, the Russians, Avho have beaten French and English 
together.” He paid a A'isit to the ti'enches and as he Avatched Avith 
marked interest the fire of the Russians he remarked laughingly: 
“ I think you. Avill never take that strong place.” f Azemoolah 
returned to his disappointed master folly convinced that the power of 
the English Avas on the Avane. 


* “ Azeinooliih was originaUy a Ithitmutgbar (w.-iiter at table) in some Anglo-Indian 
family ; profiting by the opportunity thus afforded him, ho acquired a thorough acquaintance 
with the Engli'b and French languages, so as to be able to read and converse fluently, and 
wiite accurately in thorn both. He afterwards became a pupil, and subsequently a teacher, in 
the Cawnpore government schools, and from the last named position he was selected to 
become the vakeel or prime agent of the Nana. On account of his numerous qualifications 
he was deputed to visit England, and press upon the authorities in Leadenhall Street the 
application for the continuance of Bajee Rao’s pension.. Azemoolah accordingly reached 
London in the season of 1854.”— *' The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson 
page 54. . , 

f “ My Diary in India,” by Sir A,Villiara Howard Russell, volume I, page IGf. 
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The failure in his attempt to have the pension continued has 
hoen stated to he the chief cause of the grudge which the Nana owed 
our nation * It Avas hoAvever natural enough that the Nana should 
hate those whom his adopted father had alwaj's hated .and who had 
compelled him to embrace the condition of perpetual banishment. 
Dhtindu Pant was a hlahratta endowed with the strong social and 
religious prejudices and aspirations of the mountaineers who had 
iStrnck the last blow for Hindu supremacy. He was an exile, but the 
-Peshwa was the acknoAA’ledged head of the Mahratta . confederacy ; he 
was the chief of the race who had triumphed over the Portuguese 
Avho had made the Moghul Emperor a prisoner, between Avhom and 
the English lay the prize of ascendancy. The power of the English 
he had been told by his trusted agent had begun to wane and it 
Avonld be strange if he did not think the time was opportune for 
striking another blow for Hindu supremac}\ General Wheeler made a 
fatal blunder when he came to the conclusion that the foIloAvers of the 
Nana being " Mahrattas were not likely to coalesce with others." The 
Bengal sepoy and Mahratta freebooter belonged to different races, but 
their hopes and fears and daily habits represent the creed and philosophy 
of Brahmanism, Among the many lessons which-tho Indian Mutiny 
conveys to the historian and administrator none is of greater importance 
than the Avarning that it is possible to have a revolution in Avhich 
Brahmin and Sudra, Mahometan and Hindu, Avere united against us and 
that it is not safe to suppose that the peace and stability of our dominion 
in any great mea.sure depends on the continent being inhabited by many 
different races with different religious sj^stems, for tho}' mutually under- 
stand and respect and take a part in each other’s modes and Avays and 
doings. A shock to Hindu prejudice at Calcutta is felt at the sacred 
shrine of Somnath on the coast of Cambaj'-. We became the masters of 
India because Ave were received as the welcome composers of political 


• Sir George Trevelyan in thp following rhnractcristic passone st.ilea : — “ Bnt none the 
less dill he never for an instnn^ forget the grudge wiiicli ho bore our nation. While his face 
was all smiles, in his heart of hearts he was for ever' brooding ov-r his rejected claim. From 
his hour of repulse to his hour of vcngence, his life was oiie long irony. The lads who, with 
his sapphires and rubies glistening on ihcir fingers, sat laughing round his tiible, had one 
and nil been doomed to die by a warrant that admitted of no nppeal. He had sworn that 
the injustiee sho'iM be expiated by the blood of women who had never heard his grieranco 
named ; ot baljies who had been born years after tbe que-tion of that grievance had passed 
into oblivion.” — "Cawnpore,” p.igo 03. 
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troubles, but the Mutiny of 1857 reminds us that our dominion rests on 
a thin crust ever likely to be rent by the titanic fires of social change 
and religious revolution. 

Dhundu Punt was at the time of Baji Rao’s death about thirty-two 
years of age but he looked at least forty. For his personal appearance 
we are indebted to the account of a European traveller who visited him 
four years before the Mutiny. “ His figure is very fat, in fact the 
very expression made use of by his own moonshee*’ was that ‘ his 
highness was a tight man’ ( tung admee). His face is round, his 
eyes very wild, brilliant and restless ; his complexion as is the case 
with most native gentlemen is scarcely darker than a dark Spaniard 
and his expression is on the whole of a jovial somewhat rollicking 
character.” His reputation for gaiety of disposition and good humour 
was due not onlj’’ to his outward appearance but to the lavish manner 
in which he entertained the European society at Cawnpore. He 
could not speak English but he could take a keen interest in English 
life and home affairs. “ He through his moonshee asked me many 
questions about the Queen, the nobility of England, particularly 
mentioning and asking after Lord Ellenborough (Burra, Bahut Burra 
Lord Sahib — a great, a very great nobleman) for whom — whether he 
knew him or not — he seemed to have a great respect and veneration. 
Whether this was assumed or not I cannot say. He then asked me 
many questions about the Hon’ble East India Company and appeared 
exhaustless in his queries about the Board of Control.’'’ 

The Nana whose demeanour was singularly pleasing had gained 
the confidence of Mr. Hillersdon, the Magistrate at Cawnpore, by the 
tact he displayed in business when wisdom enjoined concession. At 
the first symptoms of discontent among the sepoys he commented 
on their folly in Relieving that the Government Avere plotting against 
their creed. 'Hypocritical professions of friendship were not spared. 
On the neAVS of the outbreak at Meerut reaching OaAvnpore the Nana 
met Mr. Hillersdon and suggested that his Avife and the other ladies 
should be sent to Bithoor Avhere he would protect them against any 
number of sepoys. He also undertook to protect the treasury iii 
conjunction Avith our OAvn sepoy guard. His services Avere accepted, 
and on the 22nd of May 200 Mahrattas of all arms with tAVO guns 
moved from Bithoor and took up their quarters at the treasury. * The 
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* Native Bccrclary or interpreter. 
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Nana attended by his body-guard accompanied them and took up his 
residence in the civil quarter adjoining the cantonment. 

2 nil May On the 24 th of May, the day on which the many millions beneath 

her gracious sway commemorate the birth of Her Imperial Majestj", 
no salute was fired at Cawnpore lest the natives should interpret the 
roar of the guns as a signal for revolt. In the evening Sir Hugh 
infonned Lord Canning : “ All is quiet here but it is impossible to 
say how long it will continue.” The message had no sooner been 
despatclied when “ a report on very good authority ” reached the 
General that there would be an outbreak that night or the following 
1 day. All possible preparations were made to meet it. “ It was an 
awful day, full of agony and dread,” wrote a brave woman ; “and the 
night was more than poor human nature, unassisted, could endure. 
When my husband left me that night to go to his post I never expected 
to see him alive again, for some of his men had been overheard wildly 
talking of mutiny and murder, and had made a proposal to destroy their 
officers.” The next day “ seemed like heaven, for we went to our 
house and spent the daj' quietly there — at least with such quietness 
as was possible with the most terrible rumours coming throughout the 
day and reviving all our saddest apprehensions.” To the General 
the position of things looked so propitious that he telegraphed on 
ectliMny the 26th of May ; “All tranquil here and I think likely to continue. 

The disaffected disconcerted by the efficient measures, curtly but 
determinedly taken to meet any outbreak that might be attenq^ted, 
are sobering down. I have had a most anxious and tried time of it, nor 
is it at an cud.” Sir Hugh however added, “ I have entrenched our 
])osition, and can hold it against any odds ; but now I hope that I may 
preserve the peace of this very important station without bloodshed.” 
Vain delusion ! 

30tJi M.iy Four days later (.30th hla}') Sir Hugh informed Lord Canning ; 

“ The European 32nd Foot sent by Sir Henry Lawrence arc preparing 
to return this evening in dak carriages to Lucknow where considerable 
uneasiness is felt ; will be there to-morrow morning. Sevent^'-one men, 
84th Foot, arrived up to this time. All quiet here ; but the public 
siei May mind very anxious with regard to Delhi.’' On the 31st of May ho 
reported to the Oovcrnoi'-General : “ We are right as yet and I hope 

may continue so.” And many a gallant soldier clung to the same 
belief, and conviction came loo Into to be of any use. “Thank God,” 
wrote an officer attached to the 53rd Native Infantry to friends at 
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home, “ I am not one of the croakers here, and have never been troubled 
with the nervousness some people have shown ; but I feel uttei'ly 
disgusted with the whole army, and I only wish that I might get orders 
to go out with my regiment or alone with my company against some 
of these j)eople, so that we could put the men to the test, and see 
whether they really mean to stick to us or not, and end this state of 
suspense. I -must now leave ofif and send this. If there is a row here, 
you may be sure I will stick to my company as long as we have any 
chance of their obeying us. I would give a great deal to see you all 
again, but I Avould give teu times as much to have a fair fight with 
these Lucknow or any other mutineers and our own regiment standing 
to us firmly, so that we might keep our good name amid all' the 
disgrace the Bengal army has now fallen into,” 

So the days of May rolled round. General Wheeler visited the 
lines daily and had long conversations with the men in the hope of 
maintaining their confidence and of allaying the feverish excitability 
which had risen on account of the belief that their religion was being 
endangered by the use of defiled cartridges. His son was his Aide-de- 
Camp and the 1st Native Infantry, which bore among many honourable 
additions won under Lake and Gough the name of Plassey, was the 
young soldier’s corps.- The General sent him to the Native officers to 
reason with them as to the folly and absurdity of the statements made 
regarding the cartridges. The General also gave the Hindu commis- 
sariat contractor four of the new cartridges in order that he might con- 
vince himself of the absurdity of the story. But Sir Hugh Wheeler 
knew not that the Bengal sepoy at Dum-Dum had substantial grounds 
for believing that improper fat had been used in their manufacture,* 
and that they had “ written letters to all the other regiments in the 
service. From reading these letters the whole army were induced to 
believe that the time was come when the Government intended to force 
them to Christianity.” The men conversed with the General and his son 
without reserve and without any sign of sullenness but their fears , 

were not allayed nor their anxiety lessened. On the 3rd of June 3rd juno 
General Wheeler reported to the Governor-General : ” All quiet but 
subject to constant fits of excitement.” At a late hour that evening he 
de.spatched another message to Lord Canning : “ Sir Hemy Lawrence 


• Evidence of Lieutenant M. E. Currie and Colonel A. Abbott, c.b. — " Indian Mutiny,” 
volume I, pages 64 to 67; and statement of Hidayat Ali, subadar of the Bengal police batta- 
lion. “Friend of Indio,” 18th February, 1858. 
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having expressed some uneasiness, I have just sent- him by dak 
gharries out of my small force two officers and fifty men, Her Majesty’s 
84th Foot ; my convej'ance for more not available. This leaves me 
weak, but I trust holding my o^vn until more Europeans arrive.” 

This was the last message that reached Lord Canning- from Sir 
Hugh "Wheeler and it was worthy of the gallant soldier. He had at 
a comrade’s call denuded his own scanty command, though every day 
brought him fresh reports of the mutinous intentions of some around, 
him. The very evening that he sent forth fifty men to the aid of 
Henry Lawrence, news reached him that an outbreak of the cavalry was, 
imminent and he issued orders that the women and non-combatants 
should assemble within the entrenchment. And that night about 
eight hundred souls went to their prison-grave. Of these about 
four hundred were women and children. To guard them there were 
about two hundred English soldiers of all arms, eighty officers, a few 
civilians, and a small band of loyal sepoys.* 

On the 4th of June provisions for a month had been stored and 
one lakh of rupees was removed within the entrenchment but nine 
lakhs still remained in the treasury'. No steps had been taken to 
remove or secure the ammunition and stores which were in the 
ordnance and regimental magazines, for confidence in the Nana had not 
been lost and few believed that any great danger Avas imminent. It 
had been brought to the notice of the magistrate that at dusk on 
■ the evening of the 1st of June the Nana and his brother had been 
for tAvo hours in a boat holding a consultation Avith certain officers 
and men of the 2nd Cavalry. The Nana hoAA’ever plausibly' accounted 
for the occurrence by stating that it Avas held for the' adoption of 
measures that should keep the troops firm and loyal. The next day' (2nd‘ 
June) one of the troopers Avho AA'as present at the consultation, Avhilst 
drinking at the house of a courtesan, informed her that in a fcAV days 
the Peshwa’s rule AA'ould be proclaimed and the Nana paramount at 


* “The Buropean residents consisted of the officers attached to the sepoy regiments; CO 
of the 84th Regiment; 74 men of the 32nd Regiment who were invalided ; 15 men of the 
Madras Fusiliers, and 50 men of the Company's Artillery ; about 300 combatants in ail. In 
addition to these •.■•ere the wives, children and native servants of tho.officers; 300 half-rnstc 
children belonging to iho Cawnporc school; merchants (some Kuropeans and other Eurasians) ; 
ahopUenpers, railway officials and their families.''-- The Story of Cawnporc,” by Captain 

Mowbray Thomp.on. png-, 23. See “Mr. Shephord-s Narrative: The Indian Mutiny,” 
volume II, page 125. i ■' 
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Cawnpore when they would fill her house not merely with rupees liut 
with gold mohurs. The same night occurred an unfortunate incident 
of a cashiered officer firing on a patrol- of the 2nd Cavalry. He was 
tried by court-martial the next day and acquitted on the plea of 
being unconscious at the time from intoxication. The verdict caused 
grave dissatisfaction among the men of the 2nd Cavalry. They 
muttered angrily and openly that their own muskets might also be 
discharged by accident some day. 

It was the spark' which set fire to the magazine. The following, 
day the men of the 2hd sent their families to the city and at one 
o’clock a Native officer who was on picquet duty with fifty sowars 
near the entrenchments led them off towards Nawabgunge, the north- 
west suburb of Cawnpore, where lay the treasury and the magazine. 
The whole corps followed their example taking with them horses, arms, 
colours, and the regimental treasure chest. “ The old soubhadar-major 
of the regiment defended the colours and treasure which were in .the 
quarter-guard as long as he could, and the poor old fellow was found 
in the morning severely wounded and lying in his blood at his 
post.” * Bhowany Sing was taken within the entrenchments where 
he was killed by a shell during the siege. Like many a loyal sepoy, 
he gave' his life for the alien Government he served. 

As the 2nd Cavalry proceeded towards Nawabgunge, they sent 
a message to the 1st Native lufantiy asking the cause of their delay. 

. The sepoys responded to the call and without molesting their officers 
who were urging them to be loyal marched away to join the troopers. j* 
The Adjutant of the 56th on being informed by a Native commis- 
sioned officer of what had occurred immediately came forth from his 
tent and proceeding to the parade ordered the regiment to form up 
^in front of the quarter-guard. “I formed them up,” states the Native 
officer, “ and made them ready. I received orders that, if any cavalry- 
man caihe, he was instantly to be shot. In this way we passed the night 


* “The Story of Cawnpore,” hy Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 3% 
f “It is to he spoken to the credit of the men of the 1st Native Infantry, that when they 
agreed to go away with the mutineers, they first begged of their officers (who had been for 
some time in the habit of sleeping in the qnarter-gnard of the regiment to ensure confidence), 
to leave them, and ultimately forced them to go away into the entrenchment without hurting 
them.” — “ Mr.' Shepherd’s Narrative : Indian Mutiny,” volume II,- page -122. 

“An hour or two. after- the flight of the cavalry, the 1st Native Infantry also bolted, 
leaving the officers untouched upon the parade-ground.”— “ The Story of Cawnpore,” by 
Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 39. 
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with our officers. No one took off his uniform.^’ At daybreak the 
men being dismissed assisted in recovering the horses and arms 
abandoned by the troopers. ' The Fifty-Third who had also been under 
arms during the night were dismissed. The lines of the Light 
Company of the 53rd and those of the Grenadier Company of the 
56th were adjacent and after their morning meal was finished four or 
five grenadiers went over to the neighbouring quarters and entered 
into conversation with a havildar and private of the Light Compan 5 ^ 
About this time (9 A.M.) a trooper of the 2hd Cavah'y rode up to the 
lines of the 53rd Native Infantry. He was the bearer of a message 
from the company of their corps that guarded the treasury, to the effect 
that they would not allow it to be plundered until their corps joined.* 
Then the havildar and private of the Light Companj’^ shouted'" Glory to 
the great God ; be prepared ye braves,’^ and a rush was made to the 
quarter-guard for the colours and the treasure chest. The subadar who 
commanded the guard refused to play false and fell wounded athis post. 
Now when the General became aware of the meeting in the lines and 
heard the roar of the tumult he ordered Ashe’s battery to open' fire. 
As a round shot went crashing into the quarters of the, 56th a sepoy 
shouted that they w'ould all be killed, on which the entire corps dis- 
persed and fled in disorder. The men of the 56th swiftly followed 
their example. Some of the panic-stricken sepoys concealed them- 
selves in the neighbouring ravines and readily joined on the sounding 
of the assembly by an officer of the SSrd.f 

The action of General Wheeler in opening fire on the native lines 
has been cruelly judged. He has been accused of being " prompt with 

♦“Synopsis of Evidence of the Cawnpore Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-Colonel G. Williams. 
Captain Thomson writes : “ The detachment of the 53rd posted at the treasury held their 
ground against the rebels about five hours.” — ‘‘The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray 
Thompson, page 40. 

t This corps (53rd) appears to have been the least tainted and we may in charity suppose 
that many even of those who deserted and joined their mutinous comrades, did so from fear of 
being implicated in the consequences of the revolt notwithstanding the confidence in them 
evinced by their otficers. As far ns can be' ascertained the numbers that remained faithful 
even after the return of the mutineers from Kullinnporo are as follows, but the list is not of 
course a complete one, and no depositions having been received from any of the 1st Native 
Infantry their numbers are not known; 2nd c.avnlry, one subadar, two havildars, four sirdars, one 
native doctor; 53td Native Infantry, si.v subadar?, four jemadars, nine havildars, six naicksand 
twenty-two sepoys ; 5Ctb Native Infantry, one jemadar, three sepoys, one musician and one 
naUve doctor; all these performed good service on the day of the outbreak, bringing in arms 
and ammunition from the regimental magazine.—*' Synopsis of Evidence of the Camipore 
Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-Colonel G. Williams. 
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an ill-timed energy, and •svary with a misplaced distrust.” * It was,- how- 
ever, no longer possible to maintain even an ostensible trust. The 2nd 
■Cavalry, had mutinied and marched aw'ay towards Delhi. “Nearly the 
whole of the Native commissioned officers (about thirty or thirty-five 
in number) came to the General and reported that their remonstrances 
to the sepoys were of no avail, who had also that morning been tam- 
pered with by the cavalry and appeared determined to go off.f TJic 
roar and tumult in the lines confirmed the statement of the Native 
officers, and the General feeling that it was no longer possible to prevent 
the men from rising fired two or three round shot into their quarters, in 
order that the sepoys should disperse and join their rebellious comrades 
without attacking him or plundering the cantonment. Sir Hugh 
Wheeler’s policy had been based on the supposition that if the troops 
did mutiny the}' would at -once march to Delhi, and that the Nana 
would not take an active part against us. The regiments did move off 
towards Delhi, but at the lost hour the Nana was persuaded to join in 
an enterprise which Avould regain him a throne and restore the power 
of the Mahratta confederacy. 


• " Cawnporc,” by the Right Hon’blo Sir George Trevelyan, Bart., page 91. 
t “Mr. Shepherd's Narrative : Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 122. Mr. Sliephcrdadds : 
“While they were yet spoahing the bugle sounded; nnd presently after wn could see the two 
regiments drawn up in columns on their parade-ground, showing n defying front ; but a shot 
or two from our long gun immediately dispersed thcjn, and sent thorn nt n full gallop round 
their lines on the outside road leading to Delhi, and branching off to Nawabgungo, where their 

rebeUious brethren were then stationed.” Captain Alowbray Thomson however writes : 

“The 53ra remained, till, by some error of the General, they were fired into. I am nt an 
utter loss to account for this proceeding. The men wore ponccfnlly occupied in their linos, 
cooking; no signs of mutiny had appeared amidst their ranks; they had refused all the 
solicitations of the deserters to accompany them, and seemed quite steadfast when Ashe’s 
battery opened upon them by Sir Hugh Wheeler’s command, and they were literatiy driven 

from us by nme-poundera. The only signal that had preceded this stop was the calling into 
the entrenchment of the native officers of tho regiment.”—" The Story of Cawnporc,” paire. 
39. Lieutenant-Colonel G. Williams, wlio though not .present like Mr. Shepherd and Captain 
Mowbray Thomson, thoroughly exhausted every available, source of information write* ' 
" The uproar that ensued in both regiments becoming very great two shots were fired from the’ 
^trenchments into the lines of the 53rd.» Lieutenant Delafosao, who, like Captain Mowbray 
Thomson, belonged to tho 53rd and survived the massacre, writes r » The 53rd and 56 th 

regiments appeared still loyal, remaining still in their linos, but as none of the officers were 
with.the men and there was no one to were off, without anyone 

missing^em, between Sand 9 ocock, taking with them the regimental treasure, colours, 
and as much ammumfion as they could. carry-th at afternoon every house was burnt, fires were 
to be seen in every direction.". 
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On the 53rd and 56th joining the other two regiments at Nawab- 
gunge the mutineers proceeded to plunder the treasuiy, break open 
the jail and bum and sack with the aid of the released prisoners 
the houses of the European residents. After the treasure amounting 
to nearl}’" two hundred thousand pounds had been packed on carts and 
elephants the whole force set forth about midday for Kullianpore, the 
first stage on the Delhi road. 

Meanwhile it is stated that a deputation of Native officers from 
the 2nd Cavalry and 1st Native Infantry waited on the Nana and said 
unto him : " Maharaja, a kingdom awaits you if you join our cause, but 
death if you side with our enemies.” The ready reply was “ What 
have I to do with the British ? I am altogether yours.” He then laid 
his hands on the heads of the Native officers and swore to join them.” 
The deputation quite satisfied departed to join their comrades at 
Kullianpore.* 


* Tantia Topee in hia evidence attempted to ahovr that the Nana, acted under compul- 
sion but Tantia's evidence is the evidence of an accomplice who was at the time being tried 
for his life. His evidence was: — "Two days afterwards the three regiments of infantry - 
and the 2nd Light Cavalry surrounded us, and imprisoned the Nana and myself in the trea- 
sury and plundered the magazines and treasury of everything they contained, leaving nothing 
in either. Of the treasure, the sepoys made over two lakhs and eleven thousand rupees to' the 
Nana, keeping their own sentries over it. The Nona was also under the charge of these 
sentries, nnd the sepoys which were with us also joined the rebels. After this the whole army 
marched from tliat place and the rebels took the Nana Sahib and myself nnd all our attend- 
ants along with them and said, ‘ Come along to Dellii.’ Having gnne throe kos (six miles) 
from Cawnporc, the Nana said that; as the day was far spent it was far better to holt thorn 
then and march on the following ilay. They agreed to this nnd halted. In the morning the 
whole army told him (the Nana) to go with them towards Delhi, The Nana refused, and tho 
army then said, ‘ Come with us to Cawnpore and fight there.’ Tho Nana objected to this, 
but they would not attend to liitn. And so taking him with them as a prisoner, they went 
towards Cawnpore and fighting commenced there.” TbeNanahad astrongforce of Mnhrnttaa 
and two guns to protect him nnd the sepoys could not so easily have made him” a prisoner. 
They were anxious to proceed to Delhi and that the Nana should not join ‘Wheeler in attack- 
ing them. Nerput, the opium contractor of Cawnpore, in hisMiary states : ” Wlion the 

Nana saw that all the regiments were anxious to leave for Delhi, he called tlie officers and 
sepoys and told them it was not proper to go to Delhi until all Europeans, men, women and 
children were destroyed; they agreed to return; nnd the whole rebel army returned on Juno 
6th, and encamped near subadar’a tank.” Another native writer who appears by his narrative 
of the movements of the rebel force to hate been in close proximity with it during the siege 
confirms Nerput’s statement. Ho writes; "When Nana Dhundu Punt saw that tho three 
native regiments and tbo 2nd Light Cavalry had completely thrown off their nllcgianco to the 
Company, and wero thinking of going to Delhi, he, with joined hands, represented to the 
native officers that it would not be correct to proceed towards Delhi until they had entirely 
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On the deputation leaving a consultation was held by the Nana, his 
brothers, and AzeinooIah, when the latter ptoceeded to point out the folly 
of proceeding to Delhi. At the Imperial city they would be over- 
shadowed by the Moghul Court and lose their individual power and 
influence. It would be far wiser for the Nana to seize Ca-\vnpore and - 
extend his power to the sea. Azemoolah reminded them that he 
enjoyed special opportunities of judging ‘the resources of the British. 
The number of Europeans in India was scarce one-fourth that of 
the native army and now that the sepoy had mutinied the power of 
the English had vanished.’ * His arguments convinced them as to the 
proper course to be pursued and the Nana with his brother Baba 
Bhut and Azemoolah at once hastened to Kullianpore. Bythe ofier 
of unlimited plunder and a gold bangle to each sepoy they gained the 
ready consent of the troops to their plans. The Brahmin sepoys 
saluted the adopted son of the Peshw^a as their Kaja and Brahmin 
officers proceeded to assume command of Jiheir respective corps. 
Subadar Teeka Sing became chief of the 2nd Cavalry with the title 
of General, Jemadar Dugunjun Sing became Colonel of the 63rd 
Native Infantry, and Subadar Gungadeen, Colonel of the 56th Native 
Infantry.f 

On the morning of the 6th of June the rebel force with the Nana 
at their head began their return march to CaAVupore. On entering the 
city their first act was to attack and pillage the houses of some leading 
Mahomedans, but as the day advanced the lust of plunder grew 
stronger and, all distinction of sect and race being forgotten, many a 
Hindu goldsmith and banker endured cruel torment for refusing to 
reveal his cherished treasures. Meantime detachments of cavalry 
Avere sent into the cantonment, who galloping hither and thither, 

. destroyed the officers and Europsan^soldiers and -women and children of the Christian religion ; 
and that they should, if possible by deceiving the officers, accomplish this grand object or that 
they should he jghod for nothing. The native officers and sepoys approved this speech, and 
took counsel to kill all the Christians j and, plundering as they -went, on Saturday, the 6th 
June, they returned to the subadaris tank,’’ • 

* One of the two women who survived the Ca-wnpore massacre told mo that' when she 
■was brought before Azemoolah be said to her, ‘‘ Why are you crying ? , The Moghul Emperor 
has taken Delhi and driven the English from Northern India, when we take Cawnpore and. 
Lucknow we will march to Calcutta and be masters of Southern India and your husbund 
(the sowar who captured her) who has now been made a Colonel will then be a gr«ut 
man and you a great woman.’? 

t Regarding the 1st Native Infantry there is no information. 
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some shouting “ Victory to Ruja Ram Chun(3,” others calling out 
“ Shout ye faithful arm}’, Allah has routed the Kaffirs,^’ set fire to 
the houses. The wind was blowdng furiously at the time and the con- 
flagration spread with rapidit 3 % house after house taking fire. As the 
inmates — European, East Indian, or native converts came forth, they 
were cut to pieces by the troopers mad with the taste of blood. Four 
office clerks who lived together in a shop on the banks of the canal 
fighting with the energy of despair beat back their ferocious assailants. 
But the house was soon on fire and when driven forth by the smoke 
they were killed as the}'^ fled. Women, children and old men were 
slain and in a few hours silence settled over the charred ruins of the 
cantonment of Cawnpore. 

The Nana proclaimed himself by beat of drum sovereign of the 
Mahrattas. Bapu Dhatu, his brother, with twenty horses hastened to 
Bithoor to announce the commencement of Mahratta rule. And the 
inauguration of the new government was celebrated by the agent of 
the Peshwa’s widows and his family being blown away from the guns.* 
The Peshwa’s brother-in-law and many Mahrattas . obnoxious to the 
Nana were put in irons. The Nana himself took up his residence in a 
house situated north of the entrenchment where a gun had . already 
been placed. At 10 A.M. the first shot was fired on the besieged. But 
the mutineers were more intent that day on plundering than on fight- 
ing. Through the night the havoc lasted in the city. Of all. the 
'crimes which men can commit whether from lust of plunder or in the 
frenzy of passion hardly one was omitted.-f* 

On the morning of the 6th of June Sir Hugh Wheeler received a 
letter from the Nana announcing his intention of at once attacking him. 
The announcement produced a great sensation and not without reason. 
All had considered that the mutineers were well on their way to Delhi 
and that no grave danger now threatened them. They could easily 
hold their own against the city rabble till the European force, which 
they had been led to suppose was on its way from Calcutta, had arrived. 
Before the morning had far advanced, the crack of musketry and the roar 
of guns showed that the Nana’s was no idle threat. At length the 
men and women gazing over the low wall saw with sad hearts the 
flames rising from their burning homes. The sound of the approaching 

* niowlnc from gun, ura, n rerj- frtvourUe form of punishment with the Mahrattas. 

i “ Evert man iliJ what came into his »nind.’'-^Nativc Diary, 
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foe greAv nearer' and nearer. Lieutenant Ashe with , about twenty 
or thirty volunteers took out his guns to reconnoitre, but they had barely 
proceeded five hundred 5 ’-ards when they found the rebel troops arrayed 
in force on the canal bank. The moment they made the discovery 
thej'- returned at a trot and no sooner had they got within the entrench- 
ment than the first shot struck the crest of the mud wall and glided 
over into the smaller barrack.* The bugle sounded “ All hands to 
your arms ” and “ every individual, from a drummer or writer to the 
regimental officer,” took up his appointed post. 

Major Vibart of the 2nd Cavalry, who like Wheeler had been 
present at the storming of Ghuzni and had won by his gallantry ^a 
bronze star at Punniar, held the Redan, a frail earthwork defending 
the whole of the northern side. His second in command was Captain 
Jenkins of the same coi-ps who had served at the siege of Multan. 
At the north-east battery. Lieutenant Ashe of the Oudh Irregular 
Artillery, who had in the Burmese Campaign proved himself a capable 
' and brave soldier commanded one twenty-four pounder howitzer and 
two nine-pounders, his second in command being Lieutenant Sotheby. 
The south side was entrusted to the charge of Captain Empland, 56th 
Native Infan fciy, who, too, had seen service in the Punjab army. Lieu- 
tenant Eckford of the Artillery, assisted by Lieutenant Burney of the 
same corps and Lieutenant Dolafosse of the 53rd Native Infantry, 
commanded the south-east battery. The main guard from south to 
west was held by Captain Turnbull, 13th Native Infantry, who had 
won his medal and clasp at the battle of Guzerat. A little beyond 
the main guard on the south was • stationed a detachment under the 
command of Major Front, 56th Native Infantry, who had served with 
Sir Hugh Wheeler at Maharajpore, and here was placed the little 
’^rifled three-pounder flanking the West battery, consisting of three 
nine-pounders, which was commanded by Lieutenant Dempster, who 
had been present at Chillianwallah and Guzerat. His second in 
command was Lieutenant Martin. On the north-west Captain 
Whiting, who, loo, had seen service in the Sutlej Campaign, held 
the command. All the posts were commanded by men wbo wore 

*•“ The first casualty occurred at the west battery; M'Guire, a gunner, being killed by ;a 
round shot ; the poor fellow was covered with a blanket and left in the trench (ill nightfall. . 
Several of us saw the bullet bounding towards us, and he also evidently saw it, but, like many 
others whom I saw fall at different times, he seemed fascinated to the spot.” — “The Story of 
Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 06. 
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acquainted -vntb the business of Avar, but they had to work their guns 
in batteries neither marked nor fortified in any Avay and were assailed 
not onl}' front and flank by the rebel batteries but by a murderous 
fire of muskotr}^ from the adjacent houses. At each of the batteries 
under cover of the mud Avail barely four feet high were posted, fifteen 
paces apart, the infantry. The strength of every man was needed at 
the moment and soldiers and ciA’ilians each with his rifle Avith bayonet 
fixed, and at least three loaded beside him, were read}’' to take instant 
part in repelling an assault, whenever the need might occur. 
Snatches of troubled sleep under the cover of the Avail Avas all 
the rest they could obtain. “ The ping-ping of rifle bullets aa’ouM 
break short dreams of home or of approaching relief, pleasant visions 
made horrible by waking to the state of things around. As often 
as the shout of our sentinels AA'as heard each half hour sounding the 
‘ .A.U’s Well,’ the spot from Avhich the voices proceeded became the 
centre for hundreds of bullets.” 

Looking out in the early morning — the morning of Sunday, the 
7th June, the besieged saAV the enemy busy erecting new batteries. 
Before long they had brought three neAv nuns of larger calibre into 
position and Avith these some hours after sunrise they opened fire. A 
24-pounder shot Avent tearing through the barracks and gi'eater and 
greater every moment Avas the havoc wrought. As often as the shot 
struck the walls of the barracks, the shrieks of the Avoraen and children 
Avere terrific, "but after the initiation of that first da}’-, they had 
learnt silence, and neA’er uttered a sound except AA’hen groaning from 
the horrible mutilations they had to endure." * Daily the number 
of the enemy’s guns increased and daily they Avere brought 
nearer. On the 11th they had playing on the entrenchment thiv 
)nortars, tAA'o 24-pounders, three 18-pounders, one or tAvo 12-poundei 
llie same number of 9-i5ounders, and one 6-pounder. Day and nig] 
they thundered raging against the small prey. For the first feAv da; 
the gunners in the unprotected batteries answered the storm, but tlu 
it AA'as thought advisable not to exhaust the magazines and our gi \ 
AYcre only fired at interA’als. 

ISlot onl}’^ by the strong and concentrated fire of the guns Ave 
garrison cruelly tried, but they Avere incessantly plied by muske' 
all the adjacent buddings. A small church situated on the soiri' 

_____ — — , the SlaUrati 

♦ “ The Ston- o£ CaTropom,” by Captaia Mowbray Thomson, pa J 
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strongly occupied and the fire from it was most galling. On the south- 
western front the line of barracks, which were in course of erection when 
the siege began, furnished posts to cover the rebel skirmishers. They 
were constructed of red brick and each measured some two hundred 
feet in length The walls of No. 1 were seven feet high, No. 2 had 
been raised fort}'- feet. No. 3 about the same height. No. 4 had a tempo- 
rary roof over one of its verandahs. Nos. 5, 6 and 7 were about seven 
or eight feet in height.* Of these 2, 3, and 4 were in close proximity 
to the entrenchment, the entire extent of which they commanded. 
On this account a detachment of the scanty garrison was stationed from 
the first da}!- of the siege in Barrack No. 4. It consisted chiefly of 
railway engineers, -whose trained sharpness of vision and correct judg- 
ment of distances acquired in surveying made them invaluable as 
marksmen. For three days did the small band without any professional 
commander, by sheer skill and courage, hold the post, but at the end of 
this period as the enemy, creeping up by hundreds under the cover 
of the walls, began to press heavily upon them, it was thought 
advisable to place it under military command. Captain Jenkins of 
the 2nd Cavahy, conspicuous among brave men for his courage, • was 
sent to head and guide these civilians,*!* sixteen in number, who had 
declared the honour of England unto the rebels. The enemy, foiled in 
their attempts to take them by surprise, occupied Barrack No. 1. As a 
counter-stroke. Lieutenant Glanville of the 2nd Bengal Fusiliers was 
posted with a detachment of sixteen men in Barrack No. 2. As ft was 
only two hundred yards from the entrenchment, it became the key of 
our position and seventeen men had to hold that vital post " against a 
black swarm compassing us about like bees,” Hour after hour they 
stood wntching for the approach of the rebels. By daylight they'’ man- 
aged to get a little rest, as one or two were sufificient to -keep watch. 
To avoid the blistering rays of the sun they used to " squeeze down 
between the sharp edges ” of the bricks and get a nap sweeter than 
that often obtained in beds of down.” At night all hands were required 
for the look-out and through the long and dead hours they stood with 
muskets at the charge peering out into the darkness, " and as soon as a 
flash from the adjacent barrack indicated the whereabouts of the foe,” 
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* “ The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 69. 

t “The railway centiemen held this post for three entire days, without any military 
superintendence whateyer, and they distinguished themselves greatly by their skill and courage. 
I remember particularly Messrs. Heberden, Latouche, and Miller as prominent in the midst of- 
tbese- undisciplined soldiers for their eminently good service. — “The Story of Cawnpore,” by 
Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 68. ^ 
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tlie}' lodo-ed their bullets in the same locality. Bub it \Yas deep silence 
amidst the darkness which filled them with the greatest apprehension ; 
for ’.vhen the guns ceased firing, the enemy stealthily and silently crept 
forth from the shelter of the surrounding buildings and made a pounce 
on the barrack ; then out of the vacant darkness English rifles opened 
on them and sent them fl3dng back. 

Glanvillc, while encouraging the men, was dangerously wounded. 
The command devolved on Captain Elmos, 1st Native Infantry, hut as 
his services were soon after required within the entrenchment, his place 
was supplied by Lieutenant Mowbray Thomson of the 56th Native 
Infantry. His sixteen men consisted in the first instance of Ensign 
Henderson of the 56th Native Infantry, five or six of the Madras 
Fusiliers, two plate-layers from the railway works, and some men of the 
84th Regiment. “ This fimt instalment was soon disabled. The 
Madras Fusiliers were armed with the Enfield rifle, and consequently 
they had to hear the brunt of the attack ; the}’ were all shot at their 
posts ; several of the S4th also fell ; but, in consequence of the import- 
ance of the position, as soon as a loss in my little corps was reported, 
Captain Moore sent me over a reinforcement from the entrenchment. 
Sometimes a civilian, sometimes a soldier came. The orders given us 
wore not to surrender with our lives and we did our best to obey them.” 

Sir Hugli Wheeler with the burden of seventy years on him 
being physically incapable of enduring the exposure and fatigue 
involved in looking after the minute details of the defence and insjiect- 
ing the out])osts, upon Captain Moore was cast the duty of guiding 
the energy and valour of the garrison. And no man was more gifted 
by nature for the task. He was tall and fair with the joyous light 
blue eyes chai-actcristic of his race and a hearing so frank and genial 
that men loved him, so determined and self-possc.ssed in the midst 
of danger that soldiers trusted him. Twice or thrice daily he visited 
every post and his i-ohusb and sanguine nature brought sunlight and 
liupo to help the toil of (he defenders. His tender sympath}’ brought 
patience to the suffering women. Ho had an Irishman’s love for bodily 
conflict and though one of his arms had been severely' injured at the 
beginning of the siege ho never lost the opportunity of being in the 
midst of a fra}'. Wherever there appeared most danger, he was sure 
to be foremost with his arm in a sling and a revolver pistol in his belt, 
leading and directing the men to act.®^ He placed scouts upon the top 

’’ “ Mr. Slit'piic'tii'g Narr.-itivc: Imli.m vulH-iir 11, 127. 
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of one of the barracks to watch the movements of the enemy. When- 
ever the signal was given that they were attempting to advance nearer, 

“ Captain Moore would go out Avith about a dozen Europeans in the 
midst of the most brisk firing, expelling them from their covert.” 
Their bugles sounded the adA'^ance and the charge, but no inducement 
could make them quit the safe side of Nos, 1 and 5. From the windoAvs 
of these barracks they poured vollej's of musketiy thick as hail upon 
the defenders and volleys of foul abuse. After each discharge a din of 
hideous defiance rose in the air and the rebels Avere seen at the AvindoAvs 
brandishing their SAvords and dancing a AA'ar dance. “ Some of these 
fimatics, under the influence of infuriating doses of bhang, Avould come 
out into the open and perform, but at the ineAutable cost of life.” The 
combined pickets tised to sweep through these barracks once, and 
sometimes tAvice a day, in chase. The foe “ scarcely ever stood for a 
hand to hand fight ; but heaps of them AA'^ere left dead as the result of 
these sallies.” * 

Life in the out picket was one of intense suffering and full of 
danger, but it had an adA'antage. “ We were someAvhat removed from 
the sickening spectacles continually occurring in the intrenchment. 
We certainly had no diminished share of the conflict in the barracks, 
but Ave had not the heaps of AA'ouuded sufferers, nor the crowd of help- 
less ones Avhose agonies nothing could relieve. Men, Avomen and 
children fell victims to the enemy’s fire. But the survivors AA'ere 
more to be pitied than the dead. The pressure of famine became 
every day more seA^ere. “ All Avere reduced to the monotonous and 
scanty alloAvance of one meal a day, consisting of a handful of split 
peas and a ‘handful of flour, certainly not more than half a pint 
together, for the daily ration.” f Now and then the scanty fare Avas 
increased by some horse flesh and it became a more cherished 
object to shoot a horse than his ridef.j: “ Our meal,^’ Avrites one of 

* “The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbr.iy Thomson, page 74. 

+ “The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, pages 78, 79. 

1 “ Some of our famished Esaus would have made for the cannon'.s mouth, and have sold 
their lives, but it might not be ; and our hungry disgust had well, nigh sunk into despair, -when 
an old knacker came into range, that bad belonged to an Irregular Cavalry-man. He was 
down by a shot like lightning, brought into the barrack, and hewn up. AVe did not wait to 
skin the prey, nor waste any time and consultation upon its anatomical arrangements ; no 
scientific butchery was considered necessary in its sub-division. Lump, thump, whack, went 
nondescript pieces of flesh into the fire, and, notwithstanding its decided claims to veneration on 
the score of antiquity, we thought it a more savoury meal than any of the recherche culinary 
curiosities of the lamented Soyer. The two picquets, thirty-four in number, disposed of 
the horse in two meals. The head, and some mysteries of the body, we stewed into soup, and 
liberally sent to fair friends in the intrenchment, without designating its nature, or without 
being required to satisfy any scmples upon that head.’' — "The Story of Cawnpore,” by 
Captain Mowbray Thomson, pages 82, 83. 
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the two w'omen avIio survived the siege, “ Avas a horse, but neither 
myself nor my parents partook of an}', my poor little brother and 
sisters, they Avere djung from hunger and would have eaten the most 
loathsome thing j before Ave came to this pass I recollected throAA'ing a 
bit of meat, Avhich after a feAv daA’s I carefully looked for, and finding 
it fortunately, shared it amongst the children.” HoAvever, as the siege 
adA'anced such AA'as the extremity of distress that a dog u-as eagerly 
hunted and greedily devoured. The besieged Avere at the same time 
afflicted by thirst. There AA'as onlj' one AA'ell Avithin the entrenchment 
fi'om Avhich the}' could draAv AA'atcr. The masonry at the present time 
bears marks of the innumerable bullets Avhich struck it, for the 
enemy iuA'ariably fired grape upon the spot as soon as any pemon 
made his appearance, or at night if they heard the crackling of 
the tackle. The framework of beam and brick Avhich protected the 
draAvers Avas soon shot aAS'ay. The machinery AA'ent' next and the 
bucket Avas thenceforward hauled up hand over hand from a depth of 
more than sixty feet. It Avas hard and tedious Avork fraught Avith 
immense peril. John Mackillop of the Civil Service, hoAveyer, gladly 
undertook it and has left his name as a' portent in the splendid calen- 
dar of England’s heroes. “ He jocosely said that he Avas no fighting 
man, but Avould make himself useful Avhere he could, and accordingly 
he took this post; draAA'ing for the supply of the women and children 
as often as he could. It was less than a Aveek after he had. undertaken 
this self-denying serA'ice, when his numerous escapes AA'ere folloAved by 
a grape-shot AA'Ound in the groin, and speedy death. Disinterested even 
in death, his last AA'ords Avere an earnest entreaty that somebody Avould 
go and draw Avater for a lady to Avhom he had promised it.” The suffer- 
ings of the AA'omen and children greAv more intense day by day as the 
pittance of AA'ater decreased, and the little ones tried to get a single 
drop of moisture upon their parched lips by sucking the pieces of old 
AA’ater bags, and putting scraps of canA'as and leather scraps into the 
mouth. In silence the Avomen bore their great agony, but the incessant 
cries of the babes for drink rent the hearts of the soldiers and at -the 
cost of many brave liv'es it AA'as procured.* 

Beside the AA'ell Avithin the intrenchment there Avas another about 
two hundred yards from the rampart close to Barrack No. 3. “ We 
clreAv no Avater there, it AA’as our cemetery; and in three Aveeks aa’C 
buried therein tAA'o hundred and fifty of our numbers.” j* Under the 

* Tlio Storj" cf 

t Ibid, ]iage 69: 


Cawt^ore,” by Captain Jlowbray Thomson, page 87. 
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cover of night with stealthy step the bodies were thrown into it. 

I have seen the dead bodies of officers/’ wrote a survivor, “ and 
tenderly brought' up youug ladies of rank put outside the verandah 
amongst the ruin, to await the time Avhen the fatigue party usually 
went round to carry the dead to the well as above ; for there was 
scai'cely room to shelter the living ; the buildings were so sadly 
riddled that every safe corner available was considered a great object.” 

Soon there was no safe corner. On Friday, the 12th of June, 
shells were prepared by an invalid subadar of artillery and were heated 
in the barracks near the racquet court for the Nunkey Nawab’s 
battery.* On the following evening '• the thatched barrack in the 
intrenchment was set on fire by a ball from the Nunkey Nawab’s 
battery fired by Reaz Ali (son of Kurreem Ali, the one-eyed), an 
invalid subadar of artillery, for which he received a reward of ninety 
•rupees and a shawl.” All the wounded and sick were in it at the time, 
also the families of the soldiers and drunimers. The breeze being 
strong, the flames spread swiftly. The enemy poured their grape upon 
the burning mass, out of which fled women and children. “ The 
entreaties of the wounded to be helped out of the flames and from 
the falling building,” writes a woman who witnessed the awful scene, 
was more than one could bear, and their cries and dying groans 
heartrending, for they were obliged to be dragged out without any 
regard bding paid to their excruciating pain occasioned from wounds.” 
A few more fortunate perished in the flames, for they were spared a 
lingering death. In the burnt barracks all the medical stores were 
consumed and not one of the surgical instruments was saved. From 
that time the agonies of the wounded became most intense. “It 
was heart-breaking work to see the poor sufferers parched with thirst 
that could be only most scantily relieved, and sinking from fever and 
mortification that we had no appliances wherewith to resist.” •{■ 

It was long past midnight when the rolling clatter of the musketry 
ceased. Then the enemy in hundreds stealthily and silently crept 
forward with the intention of taking by storm Ashe’s battery. As 
they came -on, no movement was made that they were observed. 


12th Juno 


The 

thatched 

barrack 

burnt 


* Nunkey Nir Nane Nawab, a Mahomedan noj)Icman, commanded the batteries at this 
racquet court. At the commencement of the outbreak he had been made a prisoner and his 
houses plundered, but subsequently he and the Nana became close allies and a command way 
given to him. 

t“The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 94, 
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They advanced to within sixty 3'ards and were preparing to make a 
final rush, when Ashe and his garrison standing up manfully sent 
forth showers of grape, and every man taking up the loaded guns by 
his side poured into their midst a fire of musketry. In half an hour 
all had fled, leaving manj?^ slain on the field. 

Dawn broke after a long night of fatigue and calamit3% " When 
the ashes of the consumed barrack cooled the men of the 32 nd 
Begiment who had been stationed there, raked them over with baj'onets 
and swords making diligent search for their medals.” * 

Deprived of the shelter of the barracks two hundred women and- 
children sought protection behind the breastwork and sat on the 
ground twelve da3's and twelve nights. f It was June, and efforts were at 
first made to shelter them from the scorching rays of the sun by 
erecting canvas stretchers overhead, but, as often as the paltry covering 
was put up, it was fired by the enem3’'’s shells. The3’' 
clothes on their backs, and at night they shivered with ague brought on 
b3’’ the damp and steam of the ground. Many of the unfortunate 
creatures were accustomed to all the indulgences of life, but thej' bore 
the hardships without complaint. Their courage never faltered and 
their energy was equal to the occasion. The3’^ handed round the 
ammunition, encouraged the then to the uttermost, and with tender 
solicitude attended to the wounded. Kindly death, came to man3^ 
A single shell killed and wounded seven of them who were seated in 
the ditch. Mistress ^Vhite was walking with a twin child at either 
shoulder, and her husband b3’' her side. The same ball .slew the 
father, broke both elbows of the mother, and severely injured one 
of the children. "I saw her afterwards in the maingiiard ]3dng 
upon her back ^vich the two children twins laid one at each breast,. 
Avhile the mother’s bosom refused not what her arms had no power to 
administer.” + -A- small room was considered to be comparativel3’’ safe. 
TSvo girls aged about eight or nine were left in it by their parents who 
avent out in search of food. When they returned they found only 
scattered remains. A shell had entered it and burst. ” The remains 
were gathered up in a sheet and thrown into the well.” § 


, * The Story of Cnrrnporc,” by CopLiin .Mowbray Tlmm.^on, page O.'i, 
f •' Tbn Story ot Cnwnporc/’ by Captain .Mowbray Thomson, page 99. 
: «Tho Story of Cawnporo," by Captain Jlowbray Thomson, page 101. 
§ M.S. Narpalivc. 



INTRODUCTION 


169 . 


There had been a week of fighting, many had been killed, many 
were sick with fever and dysentery, more with wounds uncured. 
Among the artillerymen alone fifty-nine had been killed or wounded. 
“With the exception of four of the numbers these fine fellows all 
perished at the batteries — nor were the guns themselves in much better 
condition ; the howitzer was knocked completely off its carriage — one 
or two of them had their aides driven in, and one was without a 
muzzle ; at length there were only two of them that could by any 
-ingenuity be made to carry grape, and these were loaded in a most 
eccentric manner. In consequence of the irregularity of the bore of 
the guns, through the damage inflicted on them by the enemy’s shot, 
the canister could not be driven home, consequently the women gave 
us their stockings ; and having tapped the canisters, we charged these 
with the contents, of the shot cases, a species of cartridge probably 
never heard of before.” * The light guns of the garrison were of little 
avail against the enemy's heavy 24-pounders, but however unequal the 
strife Ashe’s little battery wrought great havoc among the rebels on 
account of the celerity and accuracy of its fire. The gallant commander 
never missed a promising opportunity and with his own hand laid his 
gun. “When he had fired he would jump up on to the heel of the gun 
regardless of the exposure, that he might see the extent of the damage 
he had inflicted.” t 

On the Sunday June 14th, every man was required at his post and 
there was no safe spot where the women could gather togethei* to pray 
to the Almighty. But the Chaplain, J who laboured day and night to 
bring blessedness to the wounded and dying, went from post to post 
reading the Psalms and prayers while the men stood at arms. “ Short 
and interrupted as these services were, they proved an invaluable 
privilege, and there was a terrible reality about them, since in each 
such solemnity one or more of the little group gathered about the 
person of their instructor was sure to be present for the last time,” That 
Sunday evening at 8 P.M., General Wheeler wrote to Mr. ■ Gubbins at 
Lucknow : “ We have been besieged since the sixth by the Nana 

* "The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 137. 

t Idtd. 

J " Mr. Moncrieff was held in high estimation by the whole garrison before the Mntiny, 
on accotint of the zealous manner in which he discharged the duties of his sacred office, but 
his self-denial and constancy in the thickest of our perils made biro yet more greatly beloved 
by us all.” — “ The Story' of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 106. 
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Sahib, joined by the whole of the native troops, who broke out on 
the morning of the fourth. The enemy have two 24, and several 
otijer guns. We have only eight 9 -pounders. The whole Christian 
population is with us in a temporary intrenchment, and our defence 
has been noble and wonderful, our loss heavy and cruel. We want 
aid, aid, aid ! Regards to Lawrence.” The gallant old soldier added a 
brief postscript : “ If we had 200 men, we could punish the scoundrels 
and aid you.” Sir Henry Lawrence himself answered the letter. He 
wrote on the 16th of June to General Wheeler; “ I am very sorry 
indeed to hear of your condition, and grieve that I cannot help 3 - 00 . 
I have consulted with the chief officers about me, and, except Gubhins, 
they are unanimous in thinking that with the eneraj^'s command of the 
river, we could not possibly get a single man into your intrenchment. 
I need not say’ that I deeply lament being obliged to concur in their 
opinion, for our own safety is as nearly' concerned as yours. We are 
strong m our intrenchments, but by' attempting the passage of the 
river, should be sacrificing a large detachment -without a prospect of 
helping you. Pray do not think me selfish. I would run much risk 
could I see a commensurate prospect of success. In the present scheme 
I see none. Mr. Gubbins who does not understand the difficulties of 
the most difficult of military' operations, the passage of a river in the 
face of an enemy, is led away by generous enthusiasm to deshe 
impossibilities.* I v'rite not only' my own opinion, but that of many' 
ready' to risk their lives to rescue you. God grant y'ou His protec- 
tion.” f Captain Moore by desire of Sir Hugh Wheeler acknowledged 
the receipt of the letters and expressed his commander’s regret that 
Sir Hemy Lawrence could not send him the 200 men, “as he 
believed with their assistance Ave could drive the insurgents from 


* Mr. Gubbins aftern-ards acknowledged that Sir Henry Lawrence and his chief officers 
acted wisely. In “The Mutinies in Ondh" he wrote: " It was hard to refuse such an appeal; 
but 1 believe that Sir Henry Lawrenro acted wi.cely in doing so. There were but a very few 
boats obtainable, which were scattered at different places in the river. There would have been 
difficulty in collecting them together at one spot and the enemy was almo'st sure to be apprised 
of i)ur so doing, in time to be able to dispute the passage of the Ganges. The idea suggested 
by some officer* was. to make a demonstration opposite Bithoor, and to cross ten miles below 
Cnwnpore, and thus gain the other side unobserved. But the risk was undeniably too great. \ 
and our garrison too weak, to allow of a body of men snfficicntly largo to be detacbod to ( 
accomplish this movement.”— » The Mutinies in Oudb,” by Martin Richard Gubbins, ^ 
page 173. 

+ “Life of Sir Henry Lawrence.” by Edwarde, and Merivalc, volume H, page 349. 
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Cawnpoi’e and captui’e the guns.” In simple, brave, unselfish words he 
proceeds to state the undaunted resolution and devotion of the garrison. 
“ Our troops, ofincers and volunteers have acted most nobly and on 
several occasions a handful of men have driven hundreds before them. 
Our loss has been chiefly from the sun and their heavy guns. Our 
rations will last a fortnight and Ave are still well supplied Avith ammuni- 
tion. Our guns are serviceable. Reports say that troops are advanc- 
ing from Allahabad ; and any assistance might save our garrison. We 
of course are prepared to hold out to the last. It is needless to 
mention the names of those Avho have been killed, or died. We trust in 
God ; and if our exertions here assist your safety, it Avill be a consola- 
tion to knoAV that our friends appreciate our devotion. Any ncAVS of 
relief Avill cheer us.” * 

No news of relief cheered the doomed garrison. But neither the 
confidence nor the resources of Moore were yet exhausted. The day 
after the buiming of the hospital he determined to make a dash upon 
the enemy’s guns in the hope of silencing some of them. At midnight 
putting himself at the head of fifty men he sallied forth from the 
entrenchment. Silently they crept toAvards the church enclosure and 
without firing a shot they leapt over the low Avail and sprang at the 
gunners with their bayonets. The encounter Avas short and bloody. 
After spiking tAvo or three guns they I'ushed onAvards to the Mess-House 
where they sui’prised several of the rebel gunners asleep at their 
post, blcAV up one of the 24!-pounders and spiked tAvo more guns. 
In an hour they returned to the entrenchment leaving one of their 
scanty number behind and bringing back four wounded. Great Avas the. 
relief of the garrison at their return. “ The suspense of that night,” 
Avrote a Avoman, “ I cannot describe ; Ave kneAv that the number of the 
sick and Avounded Avas large, and the idea of seeing the small number 
of our defenders reduced by twenty mcluding a first rate oflicer, thrcAV 
us into agonies of fear, every sound Avas .hushed in no time, the stillness 
of death seemed to be before us, and the very infant to understand its 
danger. Captain Moore came back sooner than Avas expected, he 
was absent only an hour, but oh ! that hour Avas eternity.” f 

It was a brilliant, daring and successful exploit. But it availed 
little. The next day the enemy brought fresh guns into position. 


* “The Mutinies inOudh, ” by Martin Richard Gubbins, page 443. 
t M S. narrative of one of the women who survived. 
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Orders were also issued to prepare boats for the transit of two regiments 
with artiller}* expected from Oiidh. On the 16th. these regiments* 
A\-ith some horse and artillery joined the rebels and boasted that they 
would take the entrenchment in two da3's. “ They were consequently 
in great favour with the Nana, who directed them to he feasted with 
sweetmeats and to he treated with distinction.” A Court composed of 
Babu Bhut, the Nana’s brother, Azeemoolah, and two others was formed 
for the trial of criminal cases, and the old oriental method of ad- 
ministering justice and meting out punishment was resumed. Several 
leading citizens were paraded through the city on donke3'S and their 
houses razed to the ground for disreputable modes of livelihood, and a 
man of the Bauria caste had his hands cut off for theft. 

On the 18th June, a batter3' erected south of the entrenchment 
and commanded by the Meer Nawab opened fire with great violence, 
one more of the guns in the entrenchment was disabled and man3’’ of the 
garrison were killed. In the heat and fuiy of the cannonade an assault 
was made, but after a brief tough struggle the stormers were repulsed. 
" The courage of the British was highly e.xtolled and the mutineers 
greatl3’’ depressed at their repeated failures ; those of them who had 
alread3’’ acquired wealth b3’’ plunder sought opportunities for slipping 
away to their homes, while such as had wives and families would not 
attend the batteries, nor willingl3' join in the assaults made on the 
entrenchments, but by far the greater number, the Nadarec and Aktaree 
regiments excepted, took their ease seated in the shops along the banks 
of the canal, plundering the supplies brought in, eagerly helping 
.themselves to large quantities of sugar, and drinking sherbet to their 
hearts’ content,” On the 19th news reached the rebels of the approach 
of the 17th Native Infantr3' with guns and treasure from Aziragurh. 
A consultation attended b3' Babu Bhut, Azemoolah and General Teeka 
Sing was held the same da3’ at the Nana’s at which it was suggested 
that stratagem should be employed to induce the Europeans to leave 
the entrenchment when the3^ mi^ht easily be massacred. Fighting 
them, it was urged, only led to guns being lost. As all present did not 
assent to the proposal it was suggested that another meeting should be 
shortl3' held. 

On Sunday morning, the 21st June, it was proclaimed by beat of 
drum that tlic Peshwa’s Government had been established at Poona and 

•The regiments were the 4tb and Stl, Oudh Locals known"^, the Nndareo (Nadiri), 
tiiVon from that of Nntlir Shah the invader of India nhosc name became a by-nord for Vicloiy 
and hcr.ee applied to a Itegimcnt, and AVhtaicc (AkhUri), or tOu Star Regiment. 
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that the rebels ruled the city of Lucknow. During the afternoon the 
enemy sent a fearful discharge of grape whistling through the entrench- 
ment. At midnight Major Vibart wrote to Sir Henry Lawence : “ We 
have been cannonaded for six hours a day by twelve guns. This evening 
for three hours upwards of thirty shells (mortars) were thrown into the 
entrenchment. This has occurred daily for the last eight days ; an 
idea may he formed of our casualties, and how little protection the 
ban’acks afford to the women. Any aid to be effective must be 
immediate. In event of rain falling onr position would be untenable. 
He assured Sir Henry Lawrence that according to telegraphic 
despatches received previous to the outbreak 1,000 Europeans were to 
have arrived on the 14th instant, " This force may be on its way up. 
Any assistance you can send might co-operate with it. Nine-pounder 
ammunition, chiefly cartridges, is required. Should the above forces 
arrive, we can in return insure the safety of Lucknow. Being simply 
a military man. General Wheeler has no power to offer bribes in land 
and money to the insurgents, nor any means whatever of communica- 
tion with them. You can ascertain the best means of crossing the 
river. Nuguffgurh Ghaut is suggested. It is earnestly requested that 
whatever is done may be effected without a moment’s delay. We have 
lost about a third of our original number. The enemy are strongest 
in artillery. They appear not to have more than 400 or 500 infantry. 
They move their guns with difficulty, by means of unbroken bullocks. 
The infantry are great cowards and easily repulsed." * 

On Monday, the 22nd of June, the rebels after much discussion 
plucked up sufficient courage to determine to make a general assault. 
That night a storming party from barrack No. 1 threatened barrack 
No. 2. Captain Thomson saw the rebels collecting there from all parts 
and fearing that his small band would be overpoAvered by numbers sent 
to Captain Moore for more men. The answer Avas “ Not one could be 
spared. Soon after the intrepid Irishman accompanied by Lieutenant 
Delafosse went across and said to Thomson : “ I think I shall try a neAV 
dodge ; we are going out into the open, and I shall give the Avord of 
command as though our party were about to commence an attack." 
Forthwith they sallied out, Moore Avith a SAvord, Delafosse vvith an 
empty musket. Moore in a loud voice gave the word of command ; 
“ Number one to the front.” “ And hundreds of ammunition pouches 
rattled on the bayonet-sheaths as our courageous foes vaulted out from 
the cover afforded by heaps of rubbish and rushed into the safer 

* The Mutinies in Oudh,” bjr Martin Richard Gubbins, page 444. 
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qnartere presented by tlie baiTack walls. We followed them wth a 
vigorous salute and as they did not show fight just then, we had a 
hearty laugh at the ingenuity which had devised and the courage 
which had executed this successful feint.” * During the remainder of 
the night the rebels kept the small garrison on the alert by periietual 
surprises and mock charges. At the first streak of dawn they however 
advanced boldlj' up to the doorway of the barracks. No door but only 
brickw'ork breast high with stout hearts behind it prevented their entry. 
Manwaring’s revolver despatched two or three. Stirling, with an 
Enfield rifle, shot one and bajmneted another, Moore with deadly 
effect emptied both barrels of his gun. “ We were seventeen of us 
inside that barrack and they left eighteen corpses lying outside the 
adach.f The gallant band must however have been overpoAvered 
by numbers, if Moore had not, on seeing the barracks filled Avith the 
enemy, sallied forth Avith tAventy-five men to the rescue.” Advancing 
under cover of No. 5 barrack, he sent a feAv A'olleys, then going ahead 
behind No. 4 barrack, he managed to drive them all into Nos. 1 and 
3, AA'here a fcAv rounds of canister routed them oiit entirely, killing 
about thirty -five or forty of their number. 

At the same time an assault Avas being made ou all sides of the 
entrenchment by the rebel host. It Avas the centenary of Plassey and 
they voAved not to spare a soul that day, CA^en if they should all die 
in the attempt. No sooner Avas the signal given than Regular and 
Irregular, Moslem and Hindu, rushed impetuously forAA'ard. Impatient 
of delay the cavalry charged forth from the riding-school at a hand gallop, 
but ere the entrenchment avus reached their horses became Avinded, 
their pace slacked, and as they came on they Averc SAvept aAvay by our 
artillery. They Avavered a little: then, wheeling round; the foAV survivors 
fled. More cautiously the skirmishers adA'anced rolling before them 
for protection huge bales of cotton. When they had got them Avithin 
a hundred yards of the AA'all, the main body of the infantry in the rear 
raised a loud shout and rushed boldly forward led bj' the- Subadar- 
Major of the 1st Native Infantry, a tall poAverful man Avho had SAvorn 
upon the hoi}' Ganges either to take the entrenchment or perish sAvord 
in hand. A musket ball from the rampart laid him loAV, and round 
after round of canister moAved his folIoAA-ers doAvn. Staggered by the 

• “ The Storj- of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray ThomsoD, page 125. 

t“Ha- dnychos.'ti was tlif 23rtl June, the centenary of Pla-cy. For many weeks a 
proplu-cy ha J .prcaJ throoghout the hn,l that the English rule would expire with the hundredth 
year and as CHvo had laid the foundation of it in the m.mgo groves of Rlasscy it must end on 
the centenary of that victory.”— ■' Indian Mutiny,” volume I, page 57, 
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double fire the enemy fell back, leaving two hundred killed and wounded 
on the field. At dusk a party of sepoys came out unarmed and having 
saluted obtained leave to take away their dead. 

Many and signal were the examples of bravery and devotion 
displa 3 ^ed that day. But among them one was pre-eminent. It had 
better be told without comment in the words of one who saw it : “ This 

day I saw a very daring and brave act done in our camp. About 
midday one of our ammunition wagons in the north-east comer was 
blown up by the enemy’s shot, and while it was blazing, the batteries 
from the artillery barracks and the tank directed all their guns towards 
it. Our soldiers being much exhausted with the morning’s work, and 
almost eveiy artilleryman either killed or wounded, it was a difficult 
matter to put .out the fire, which endangered the other wagons near 
it. However, in the midst of the cannonading a young officer of the 
53rd Native Infantry (Lieutenant Delafosse) with unusual courage, 
went up, and laying himself down under' the burning wagen, pulled 
away from it what loose splinters, &c., he could get hold of, all the 
while throwing earth on the (lames. He was soon joined by two 
soldiers who brought with them a couple of buckets of water, which 
were very dexterously thrown about by the Lieutenant, and while the 
buckets were taken to be replenished from the drinking water of the 
men close by, the process of pitching earth was carried on amid a fearful 
cannonading of about six guns, all firing upon the burning wagon. 
Thus, at last, the fire was put out and the officer and men escaped 
unhurt.” 

The little band of warriors had made good their stand against 
the overwhelming odds of numbers. But the contest could not long 
endure. The post was crumbling to pieces and was hardlj^ any longer 
tenable. Day by day the garrison became more worn by want of food 
and sleep and wasted by disease and the constant firing of the enem 3 ^ 
Here are a few instances of Avhat took place. Lieutenant Poole was 
struck by a musket Tjall and fell to the ground. Captain Thomson 
who went to support him was hit under the right shoulder blade. 
Mr. Hillersden was standing in a verandah conversing with his Avife 
Avho had been recently confined when a round shot completely dis- 
ertibowelled him.* Mr. Heberden employed on the railway rvas handing 

* " His wife only survived him two or three day.s ; she was killed by n number of failing 
bricks Hislodgeil by a shot and causing concus‘ion of the br-ain. Mr.¥.*Hi]iersdcn was a most 
accomplished lady, and by reason of her cbeerfulneis, amiability, and pUtr, urijvcr'sJiy a 
favourite at the station.'’^— "The Story of Cavrnpore,” by Capfaio ilowbriry XiiomMa 
page 107. 
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a lady some -water -when a grape shot passed through both his hips 
leaving an a-wful -svound. “ He lay for a ■ -whole week upon his face." 
Lieutenant Eckford, more fortunate, was struck by a round shot in the 
heart causing instant death.-^ Lieutenant Jervis, who alwaj’-g scorned 
to run, was calmly walking across the open in the midst of a shower of 
bullets when some of his comrades cried out to him ; "Run, Jervis! 
Run ! ” but he refused and was killed by a bullet through the heart. 
Three young subalterns had their heads taken oflP by round shots in 
the Redan.f The General stricken in age after spending three hours 
on the 23rd of June in the trenches cheering the men, “ returned to 
find my favourite darling son killed by a 9-pounder in the room with 
his mother and sisters.” J 

The follomng day (24!th June) Sir Hugh wrote to Henrj' 
La-wTence. “ British spirit alone remain.s, but it cannot last for ever.” § 
And from the brave old man Avas wrung the cry : " Surely Ave are not 
to die like rats in a cage. ” Poor Wheeler ! it would have been well 
for him if he had perished in the wrath and rage of battle, it was in 
an ill day that he trusted the oath of a base Mahratta. On the 
morning of the 25th a note was brought to him by an elderly person, 
named Mrs. Jacobs,|| Avho had been captured Avhile endeavouring to 
escape in native clothes. The document aaus in the handAvriting of 
Azemoolah, but it Avas attested by no signature. The superscription 
Avas: “To the subjects of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria,” 
and the contents ran as folloAvs: “All those who are in no way 
connected with the acts of Lord Dalhousie, and aie Avilling to lay 
down their arms shall receive a safe passage to Allahabad. 

The General called his advisers Moore and Whiting round 
him to deliberate on the business. His OAvn Auice was raised against 
making any terms, for he knew* that Avith orientals treachery is a 
most lawfiil act when it enables men to take vengeance upon an 


* “ He was- an excellent artillery officer and could ill be sparcS; besides Ins high military 
accomplisbments this gentlemamvas an admirable linguist; and hi. death rvas a great loss 
to his country.”— “The Siege of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 110. 
t Lieutenants Smith and Redman and Ensign Supple. 


t See page 28. 

n Mr. Shepherd states the note was brought in the afternoon of the 24th, and tba 
was conveyed by “ a very aged European- lady, Mrs. Greenway. Captain ^ 

that he “recognised her . as Mrs. Greenway.” The confidcnHal servant of 
Lever, affirmed that the lady was -Mrs. Jacobs and his statement is suppo.rtcd by the 

majority of the depositions. 
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enemy and to satiate their hearts’ animosity. Moore knew little of the 
feelings and passions of the East and was willing to treat. Braye to 
recklessness, ready to lead his men on every perilous adventure, he 
thought not of himself but of the helpless wounded and the Avomen and 
children Avhose sufferings increased hourly. There was no imnaediate 
prospect of succour from Lucknow or Calcutta. In three days their 
scanty stock of provisions Avould be completely exhausted. For him 
and the able-bodied there was still a soldier’s death, for the sick 
and ,wounded, for the women and children starvation or capitulation 
was the only alternative. Each day their condition was becoming 
more critical. The tottering defences were wasting away under the 
incessant cannonade of the besiegers and the monsoon rains daily 
expected would complete their ruin. Great numbers not merely -of the 
soldiers but • of the civilians had been slain. . Every comer was filled 
with the sick and wounded. The few who were still in a condition to 
do their duty were worn by long vigils and excessive toil. Would it 
•not then be wise to make terms, while the few could still make resis- 
tance behind those mud walls, while the failure to take them by storm 
was still fresh in the memory of the rebels ? Whiting supported Moore. 
Long and anxious Avas the deliberation. At length the objections of the 
General Avere overcome by their exhortations and at noon Mrs, Jacobs 
Avent back to the rebel camp. On her return she had an interAueAV 
Avith the Nana, Azemoolah, and Brigadier Jwala Pershad, and when the 
conference broke up it was rumoured that an agreement had been made 
Avith the English who Avere to give up their guns and treasure and were 
in return to be provided Avith boats to convey them to Allahabad. The 
rumour was confirmed by the Nana issuing orders that boats should be 
proAuded to convey them to that station. At sunset a consultation 
was held in the- Nana’s tent, when it was decided that the British 
should be massacred at the Suttee Ohoura ghaut.* 

At half-p^t 8 P.M., Lieutenant G. Masters of the 53rd Native 
Infantry Avrote to his father. Colonel Masters of the 7th Cavalry at 
Lucknow “ We have now held out for twenty-one days under a 
tremendous fire. The Kajah of Bithoor has offered to forward us in 
safety to Allahabad, and the General has accepted his terms, I am all 

/ 

• “Bala, the Nana’s brother, Azemoolah, Brigadier Jwala Perahad, Shal Alee and 
Ahmed Alee Vakeeh were present.” — "Synopsis of Evidence of the Cawnpore •. Mutiny,” 
by Lieutenant-Colonel. G. ‘Williams. 
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right though twice wounded. Charlotte Newnham and Bella Blair are 
dead. I’ll \\Tite from Allahabad. God bless you." 

On Friday, the 26th of June, the enemy ceased firing. “The 
roaring of cannon having ceased, a weight seemed taken off each heart, 
the joy was general, and everybody appeared to have at once forgotten 
their past sufferings. It rvas such happiness to quit a place fraught 
w’ith such misei 3 % and so fearfully haunted with the gi’oans of those 
death had snatched away, the soldiers were singing and dancing by 
beating time with drum sticks on an empty cask. But the merriest were 
the children. It was the first time since we had entered those fatal 
buildings that the little ones were allowed their liberty, and they were 
making up for lost time." Early in the day Azemoolah and Brigadier 
Jwala Pershad came within two hundred yards of the entrenchment 
and Moore and Whiting accompanied by Mr. Roche, the postmaster, 
went forth to meet them. The terms of the capitulation \vefe committed 
to paper. They were “ honourable surrender of our shattered barracks 
and free exit under arms, with sixty rounds of ammunition per man ; 
carriages to be provided for the conveyance of the wounded, the, women 
and the children ; boats furnished with flour to be ready at the ghat, 
Some of the native party added to the remark about supplying lis with 
flour : ‘We will give you sheep and goats also.’ " 

Azemoolah returned to the rebel camp with the understanding 
that he would place the draft agreement before the Nana. In the 
afternoon the ‘ document was brought back by a trooper with a verbal 
message to the effect that the Nana agreed to all the conditions, but 
that the entrenchment must be evacuated that night. It was an 
impossible and ominous condition, and the draft was returned with an 
intimation that the departure could not take place before the morrow. 
The trooper swiftly rode back and bluntly declared that the Naha was 
inflexible on the point of immediate evacuation. If there were any 
delay his guns would again open fire. He bade the garrison remember 
that he knew the desperate straits to which they had been reduced, that 
their guns were shattered, and that a renewal of the bombardment must 
end in their complete destruction. Whiting with admirable coolness - 
replied that they had no fear of the rebels ever being able to enter the 
entrenchment. All their assaults had been repelled. If they ever 
succeeded in overpowering the garrison by force of numbers there 
would always be sufficient men to blow up the magazine. The trooper 
returned to the Nana and the firm defiant language of Whiting had 
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the desired effect, for he again rode back with the verbal consent that 
the evacuation might be delayed till the morrow,. Mr. Todd, who. had 
formerly been the Nana’s English .tutor, now ventured to take the 
instrument .to the Nana and after about an absence of , half an hour 
returned with .it duly, signed. . Three men were sent by . the Nana 
into the entrenchment . as hostages, one of them being Brigadier 
Jwala. Pershad. . The uninjured guns and the treasure amounting to 
about £12,000 were then made over to the Nana. Twenty-four boats 
lying at the Customs ghat were seized by command of the Nana and 
every, exertion . was . made to prepare them for the reception of the 
British on the following day. They were moved down to the Suttee 
Choura.Ghat and there . inspected by a committee of three officers 
who directed nertain alterations to be made.* ' , ■ . 

In;the evening Tan tia Topee was closeted with the Nana and 
when the conference was over he issued orders that before daybreak 
the troops should march to the Suttee Choura Ghat, a landing place 
situated about a mile to the north-Avest of the entrenchment. The 
feudal barons with their followers were alsov warned to be in attendance 
at the ghat. A faithful native clerk visited his master in the 
entrenchment and on being told to procure thirty pounds for the , trip 
revealed ,to him the meditated treachery. He stated all he had, heard 
Avhile waiting in the Nana’s tent. .But his voice .Avas unheeded., . . 

During the night an accident occurred Avhich seemed likely to 
produce a reneAval of hostilities. A sleepy I’ebel sentry dropped his 
musket and so caused its discharge. This alarmed the Avhole rebel 
force who opened a heavy fire . , he entrenchments, but ceased on 
receiving a message from .J.Avala Pershad. 

, ■ With the first light of the morning some two hundred mutineeis 
Avith guns marched. to the Suttee Choura Ghat. On a knoll overlooking 
and cornmanding the, line of boats were the ruins, of a house lately 
burnt by the; I’ebels, Here a .body of sepoys. Avith one gun.Avere 

• “ A committee was next appointed, consisting of Captain Athill Turner and Jjieutenants 
Delafosse and Goad to' go down the river and see .if the boats were in readiness for our 
reception. An escort of native cavalry 'was sent to conduct them to the ghat. They found 
about forty boats moored and apparently ready for departure, some of them roofed and others 
undergoing that process. These were the large up-country boats, so 'well known to ali Indiani . 
The Committee saw also the apparent victualling of some of the boats, as in their presence a 
show of furnishing them with supplies was made, though bgfore the morning thoro wai 
hot left in any of them a sufficient meal for a rat.» The Story of Cawnpore," by Captair 
Mowbray Thomson, page 156. 
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stationed. The knoll \yas separated from the village of Suttee Ghoura 
from which the ghat takes its name by a ravine in which another party 
of mutineers were placed and twenty-hve men were secretly collected 
behind some timber. Above the ghat is the Fisherman’s temple.* The 
fane is now fast falling into ruins and it is hard for the traveller seated 
on its broken steps to realise that this is the scene of a great tragedy 
which enacted itself on this earth within the memory of man. All 
around is so calm and peaceful. No sound breaks the stillness of the 
air and not a breath of wind rufl3es the broad waters of the Ganges. 
A country boat is floating down the stream and the wide brown sails 
catch the golden raj's of the sun as it rises above the horizon on a fresh 
December morning. Forty years ago, as the dawn walked forth fiery- 
footed in the month of June, on a carpet spread before the temple sat 
Bala, the Nana’s brother', Azemoolah, Brigadier Jwala Pershad and Tantia 
Topee, busy gi^dng their final instructions and anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of their victims. A squadron of troops were drawn up 'south of 
the Fisherman’s Temple. A quarter of mile below it was another small 
shrine at which a field piece and a company of sepoys had been posted 
during the siege to guard the ghat. The evening before they had been 
wnthdra-wn in order not to raise the suspicion of tire officers when 
they visited the boats. At dawm the gun was again put into position 
and a large body of mutineers guarded it. About eight hundred yards 
lower down was another landing place. Here, too, a gun protected by a 
company was stationed. These two guns commanded the river for 
some distance above and beloAv and could rake the boats as they lay 
moored at the ghat or floated down the stream. On the opposite hank 
of the stream directly facing the ghat were stationed, concealed behind 
a sandy ridge, two ^ns, the l7th Native Infantry, and the ISth-Nativc 
Cavalry. They were intended to cut off the retreat of any that reached 
the other side and attempted to make their way to Lucknow. A party 
of hbrSe and foot were also told off to follow the garrison, and they 
were ordered on reaching the bridge which spanned' the ravine and 
commanded the Suttee Choura Ghat to form up. in lino as a firing 
party. The design was to butcher every soul and the rebel 
loaders at the temple made their arrangements with infernal skill. 
Within the entrenchment men and women were busy all the night 
making preparations for their departure. Such was their condition 


* Ilurdccn’s Jullcea. 
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that they did not dread any miseries in the unknown future. The 
Avomen Avho . had daily helped the men behind the battlements 
bore traces of their prodigious sufferings and Avere soiled Avith 
unremitting labour. But though they had laid aside the Aveakness of 
their sex they retained the fineness of their nature. “Little relics of 
jcAvellery Avere secreted by some in the tattered fragments of their 
dress. Some cherished a Bible or a Prayer-Book ; others bestoAved all 
their care upon the heirlooms Avhich the dead had. entrusted to their 
keeping to be transferred to survivors at home.” * Children, shadows 
of themselves, clung to . their mothers’ rags. The men costumed in 
tarnished and tom uniforms presented a miserable figure. “ There . 
were, few shoes,, fewer stockings, and scarcely any shirts, these had all 
gone for bandages." f But of that ragged, starved and battered band 
few could depart without the highest regret from a spot where they 
had suffered calamities too great for tears. “ They looked doAvn the Avell 
and' thought of thebeloved ones consigned to its keeping.” But the 
sick and Avounded were more to be pitied than those Avho had gone. 
More than tAvo hundred of them had to be conveyed to the river. 
There was no medicine to relieve their sufferings and the most cautious 
handling of their . comrades caused them excruciating agony. In the 
grey of the morning of Saturday, the 27th of June, the carriage sent 
by the Nana for the transport of the sick and Avounded and the Avomen 
and children reached the entrenchment. The place Avas soon filled 
AAuth rebel sepoys J and when they saw the crumbling wall and. the 
shattered batteries they Avere loud in their expressions of Avonder and 
praise at the long defence made by the garrison. They Avere told but 
for Avant of food it Would have been held to the last man. A 'few 
enquired after their old officers Avhom they missed and seemed much 
distressed on hearing of their death. Some Avere rough and insulting 
in their demeanour and Avere told by Moore that their triumph 
would be short and each man would have to ansAver for his evil 
deeds.§ One man bolder than the rest said to a British soldier: 

“ Give me that musket ” and. placed his hand upon the Aveapon. 
“You shall have its contents, if you please, but not the gun,”. 


*“The Story of Cawnporc,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 161. 

■f-“The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 162. 

J MS. narrative. Captain Mowbray Thomson states the sepoys rushed in as soon as the 
first detachment left the entrenchment. 

§ MS. narrative. 
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was the defiant reply. All was finished at last and about 6 A.M. the 
garrison began to leave the entrenchment. Sixteen elephants and about 
seventy palanquins carrying the wounded led the way. After them came 
the advanced guard consisting of some men of the 32nd commanded by 
Moore. Then followed a few more elephants and a long line of bullock 
carts can^ung the women and children. All the men who were able to 
walk succeeded, and the procession was brought up by Major Vibart (the 
last man to leave the entrenchment) escorted by a large number of 
rebel sepoj's belonging to his corps.* The concourse was swelled by 
thousands of natives of both sexes who swarmed from their dingy 
homes to witness the portentous pageant. Many were there to give 
vent to their vindictive feeling ; some to pay their respects to those 
they had known in happier da 3 ' 8 . Servants were assembled to bid 
farewell to their old masters. Not a few had shared the dangers and 
privations of the siege. The examples of disinterestedness and heroic 
fidelity to be gleaned from the evidence recorded in the ofiicial papers 
afford some relief to the most terrible features of that tale of treachery 
and enormous wckedness. Out of the number of illustrations it is not 
easy to make selections. Here is a striking instance. A servant of 
Colonel Williams who commanded the 56th Native Infantry had 
great difficulty in reaching his mistress as the party was surrounded by 
sepoj's, “ I applied to Aminudeedeen, the Havildar-Major of the 56th, 
who said the thing ivas impossible. I appealed to him and begged him 
to remember the kindness he had received from the Colonel. After 
persuasion, he said that he could not show his face before the Colonel’s 
lad}’’, but directed four sepoj’^s to take me to my mistress and prevent 
my being disturbed.” He was taken to his mistress and found her and 
her two daughters in wretched plight scorched and blistered by the 
sun, "My mistress had a slight bullet -wound on the upper lip. She 
said that my master had died on the 8tb of June.” His mistress then 
told him to go and bring another servant to accompan}' her to Allahabad. 
He went. And both arrived in time to witness the opening of that great 
tragedy. The procession had not proceeded far when the sepoys showed 
that every other emotion was lost in deadly hatred. A Jemadar, three 


♦ " The rear was brought up by Major Vibart, who was the last officer in the entrenchment. 
Some of the rebels who had served in tliis officer’s regiment insisted on carrying out tha 
property which belonged to him. They loaded a bullock oart with boxes, and escorted the 
Major’s wife and family d‘<wn to the boots with tho most profuse demonstrations of respect.— 
" Tho Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 165. 
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sepoys and native doctor of the 56th Native Infantry who true to their 
salt had remained Avith their officers throughout the siege and left the 
entrenchment in their company Avere seized and carried off by their 
comrades notwithstanding the earnest remonstrances of their Adjutant, 
Lieutenant Goad. They were taken before the native officer commanding 
a battery at the mess-house of their corps. “ He said they should not 
have been taken prisoners having become Christians but ought at once 
to have been slain.” And they Avere slain.. Another murder revealed all 
the ferocity which the spirit of fanaticism and revenge could inspire. 
A litter containing Colonel EAvart, commanding the 1st Native Infantry, 
Avho had been severely wounded, fell into the rear and Avhen passing 
St. John’s Church was stopped by seven or eight men of his own 
regiment. The bearers Avere commanded to lay it on the ground. 
The sepoys then mockingly asked their wounded commander: “Is 
not this a fine parade and is it not Avell dressed up ? Tavo of 
them cut him to pieces with their swords. Turning to his Avife 
Avho had walked beside the litter, the miscreants said : “ Go, Ave 
Avill not kill you for you are a Avoman, but throAV doAvn all you have. 
She threw down a small packet at their feet, and her they also slew. 

Meanwhile the long files had bent their way unmolested to the 
Avooden bridge and leaving it to the right filed down the ravine. When 
the last man had entered the goi'ge, the troopers according to their orders 
formed a line across the entrance and alloAved none of the croAvd to 
pasa ' The procession held its course doAvn the nullah till it came to 
the river Avhere the boats Avere lying on their sides in the sand Avith 
about two feet of water rippling around them. The work of embarka- 
tion Avas long, tedious and difficult. Men and Avomen had to Avade 
kiiee-deep through the water and it was no easy task to hoist the 
women and children on board. It Avas 9 A.M. Avhen Major Vibart 
clambered into his boat and gave the Avord “ off" — a welcome sound after 
a weary month' of incredible hardship and imprisonment. But the 
command fell on traitorous ears. The ominous blast of a bugle Avas 
heard and at the signal the crew leaped overboard and waded toAvards 
dry ground. Noav, as if by magic, from the ruins oh the heights and 
from behind the timber came forth a tempest of bullets and the 
guns on the bank threAV out a hail of shot and grape Avhich Avent 
through and through the boats. The fire 'was returned with spiiit, 
and desperate efforts were made by our men to push off the boats. 
But all except three stuck fast. Then above the ring of the. 
bullets and the hum of the shells AA’as heard the crackling of fire, and 
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ft dense cloud of smoke burst forth from the thatch roofs.' In a few 
minutes the sick and wounded were burnt to death. To escape the 
scorching flames men and women with their children jumped into the 
water. Some waded far into the stream and' were drowned; others 
crouched behind the boats to escape the pitiless storm of shell and 
musketry. It was all in vain. The 17th Native Infantry with the two 
guns stationed on the opposite bank of the river began work and poured 
into them more grape and musketry. When few were left there was a 
lull in the incessant fire and the troopers posted near Hurdeen’s 
temple urged by Bala Rao and Tantia- Topee entered the river and 
sabred those who were alive. Whilst the massacre was taking place at 
the ghat a trooper of the 2nd Cavalry galloped to the Savada House 
where the Nana was staying and informed him that his enemies, their 
floating wives and children were being slain. “ Yes, the news was true, ” 
remarked a bystander, “ for an infant of a month old was seen down the 
stream.^’ The Nana answered that “ for the destruction of women and 
children there was no necessity, and directed the sowar to return with an 
order to stay their slaughter. ” * The trooper conveyed his command, the 
massacre ceased, and one hundred and twenty women and children were 
brought out of the river and collected on the bank. Here for some 
hours they sat beneath the pitiless sun guarded by the sepoys till the 
order came that they were to be taken to the Nana. And then they 
were led back by the same road they had come. But now ; '* There 
were no men of the party but only some boys twelve or thirteen years 
of age.” Man}' of the women were wounded. “Their clothes,” writes 
one who watched them go by, " had blood on them. Two wore badly 
hurt, and had their heads bound up with handkerchiefs. Some were 
wet, covered with mud and blood ; and some had their dresses torn, but 
all had clothes. I saw one or two children without clothes.” Another 
witness states : “ The ladies' clothing was w'et and soiled, and some of 
them were barefoot. Many were wounded. Two of them I observed 
well as being wounded in the leg and under the arm.” Thus, wounded 
and footsore, with their clothes drenched, and dripping with blood, the 
forlorn victims of a cruel frenzy w'ere led before the Nana, and he 
ordered them to be confined in the Savada House, 

Three of the boats floated clear of the ghat. Two being crippled, 
drifted on to the Oudh bank and their inmates were massacred by the 
17th Native Infantry with the exception of eighteen individuals sent 


Synopsis of Eridencp of tiie Cawnporc Mutiny,'’ by Liputrnaiit*Colonel 0. Williams. 



INTEODUOTION 


185 


in as prisoners to the Nana. The third, Major Vibart’s boat, being 
of lighter draft, got into the full force of the stream.^ A shot from 
the southern bank struck her rudder and sent her spinning round 
but she floated on followed by some sturdy swimmers who attempted to 
overtake her. Among them was Mowbray Thomson who “throwing 
into the Ganges my father’s Ghuznee medal and my mother’s portrait ” 
struck out for the boat:f A dozen men were beating the water for dear 
life. Close by Thomson’s side were Ensign Henderson (56th Native 
Infantry) and his brother who but recently landed in India. “ They 
both swam well for some distance when the younger became weak, and 
although we encouraged him to the utmost, he went down in our sight 
though not within our reach ; presently his survivor, T. W. Henderson, 
was struck on the hand by a gi’ape shot. He put the disabled arm over 
my shoulder and with one arm each, we swam to the boat which by 
this time had stranded on a bank close to the Oudh side of the river. ” % 

■ Many a gallant life was lost in attempting to push off the boat. A 
ball pierced the intrepid Moore through the heart; Ashe and Bolton were 
also. struck dead. “ Burney and Glanville were carried off by one round- 
shot, which also shattered Lieutenant Fagan’s leg to such an extent 
that from the knee downwards it was only held together by the sinews. 
His sufferings were frightful, but he behaved with wonderful patience.^’ § 
Alternately drifting and stranding the boat slowly proceeded down the 
stream. “ It was impossible to steer her. Her rudder was shot away ; 
we had no oars, for these had all been thrown overboard by the 
traitorous boatmen and the only implements that could be brought into 
use were a spar or two and such pieces of wood as we could in safety 

* “ Synopsis of Evidence of the Cawnpora Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-Colonel G. Williams. 

Lieutenant Delafosse writes : — " Only throe boats got safe over to the opposite side of the 
river, but were met by two field pieces guarded by numbers of cavalry and infantry. Before 
the boats had gone a mile down the stream half of our small party were either killed or 
wounded and two of our boats had been swamped.” ^ 

t “The Story of- Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 168. 

J “ Just after I had been pulled into the boat, Mrs. Swinton, who was a relative of Lieu- 
tenant Jervis of the Engineers, was standing up in the stem, and having been struck by a 
round-shot, fell overboard and sank immediately. Her poor little boy, si.v years old, came up 
to me and said: ‘ Mamma has fallen overboard.’ I endeavoured to comfort him, and told him 
Mamma would not suffer any more pain. The little babe cried out — ' Oh 1 .why are they firing 
upon us? Did not they promise to leave off ?’ I never saw the child after that, and suspect 
that he soon shared his mother’s death.” — “ The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray 
Thomson, page 172. 

§ “ The Story of Cawnpore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 171. 
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(ear away from the sides.” Grape and round-shot was poured upon them 
from either bank. At times they drifted within a hundred yards of 
the guns on the Oudh side of the river " and saw them load, prime and 
fire into our midst.’^ Shortly after mid-day they got out of the range 
of the enemy’s gi-eat guns. “ The sandy bed on the river-bank had 
disabled their artillery bullocks, but they chased us the whole day, 
firing in volleys of musketiy incessantl 5 ^” 

Shot, shell and musketry were however the least of the evils 
they had to endure that long lingering da}^. Blessed were the dead. 
For the living there was no food in the boat and they had taken 
nothing before starting. “ The water of the Ganges was all that passed 
our lips, save prayers, shrieks and gi’oans,” The wounded and the slain 
lay entangled together in the bottom of the boat. To extricate the 
corpses was a wmrk of extoeme difficult)^ But it was imperatively 
necessary on account of the dreaded consequences of the intense 
heat, and the importance of lightening the boat as much as possible. 

The day passed. The boat had floated down the stream only 
six miles when at 5 p.ji. it once more stranded. All efforts to move 
the keel an inch were in vain. It -was determined to wait there till 
nightfall when it was hoped under the screen of darkness they 
would be able to disembark the women and so lighten the cj’aft. 
When darkness came the rebels sent a burning boat down the stream. 
It drew nearer and "was almost among them w'hen "providentially the 
thing glided past us, though within a yard or two.” They also sent a 
flight of arrows tipped with lighted charcoal with the object of igniting 
the thatched roof, and the sole shelter fi’om sun and rain had to bo 
thrown overboard. By dint of hard woi’k the’ boat was again ‘got 
adrift but the work of pushing away from the sand-banks was incessant. 
“ We spent as much of the night out as we did in the boat. There 
was no moon, however, and although they did not cease firing at us 
until after midnight they^,did us little damage.” * 

When dawn broke and the surrounding objects gi'aduall}'' emerged 
from the darkness nothing could be seen of their pursuers and they 
began to hope that the rebels had abandoned tho pursuit. They, however, 
had made only four miles in tho night. Two hours passed by. Then 
some natives were seen bathing by tho bank and a native draramer was 
sent with five rupees to obtain provisions. One of the bathers took 


• "Tho Blory ot Cnw-npore,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 174 . 
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the money and promised to procure some flour leaving his brass 
drinking vessel as a pledge of his good faith. He, however, never 
returned. Before going he informed the drummer that orders had 
been sent down to seize the fugitives and that a powerful landlord 
whose estates lay a little further down on the Oudh side had engaged 
that not a soul should escape. The news stunned them. Now they 
seemed advancing upon inevitable destruction. “ Whiting pencilled a 
few lines on a scrap of paper stating they had abandoned hope which 
he placed in a bottle and committed to the stream.’^ 

At 2 p.Ji. the boat again got aground off the village of Nuzzuf- 
ghur and soon a multitude of men came dashing out of the hamlet 
and plied their musketry with terrible and fearful rapidity, “ Major 
Vibart had been shot through one arm on the previous day ; neverthe- 
less he got out, and while helping to push off the boat was shot 
through the other arm. Captain Athill Turner had both his legs 
smashed. Captain Whiting was killed. Lieutenant Quin ' was shot 
through the arm; Captain Seppings through the arm ; and Mrs. Seppings 
through the thigh. Lieutenant Harrison was shot dead.” The rebels 
brought out a gun, but happily the rain came down in such torrents 
that they were able to fire only one shot. 

As the dusk closed in a boat manned by sixty mutineers 
thoroughly armed was seen coming down the stream. They had been 
sent to pursue and destroy the fugitives. The pursuers, however, 
ran on a sand-bank. The energy and courage of the Englishmen 
grew ■with danger. Eighteen or twenty leapt from then.’ boat, charged 
the enem}', “ and few of their number escaped to tell the story.” 

So passed another day. The terrible, agitation of the preceding 
thirty-six hours, the Avild escape, the strenuous labour had not diminished 
the courage of the fugitives but had exhausted the strength of their 
human frames, and they fell 'asleep “expecting never to see the 
morroAV,” A hurricane arose during the night and some of their 
number awaking found that they were again afloat. “Some fresh 
hopes buoyed us up again.” But they sped swiftly. When the great 
daAvn came steaming up, they saw that the boat had drifted out of the 
navigable channel into a back-water. She again grounded. Their 
pursuers folloAving like a pack of blood-hounds soon discovered 
" them and their fire was shamefully and mercilessly continued. At 
9 A.M,, Major Vibart directed Captain Thomson, Avith Lieutenant 
Delafosse, Sergeant Grady and eleven privates of the 84th and 32hd 
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Eegiments to wade to the shore and drive awa}* the mutineers while 
they attempted to ease the boat.*" Eeaching the shore and " maddened 
by desperation” they charged and drove back the foe for some 
distance. Then being surrounded by a swarm of natives armed 
and unarmed they faced about and cut their way back to the 
spot where they had landed. The boat had gone. “ Oui\first thought 
was that they had got loose again, and were farther down the stream ; 
and we followed in that direction, but never saw either the boat or 
our doomed companions any more.” f 

Separating to the distance of about twenty paces apart these 
thirteen Englishmen pursued their course step b}’’ step loading and 
firing upon the murderers behind them. Bareheaded beneath the 
burning sun, barefooted over rugged ground, they fought their way 
for three miles till they reached a temple on the bank of the 
river. A large number of men were in front . waiting for them and 
the opposite bank was lined with rebels in case they should attempt 
CO s\rim across. No time for hesitation. They fired a vollej’- and 
made a rush for the shrine. As he wms entering the temj)le Sergeant 
Grady fell dead shot through the head, Thomson instantly set four 
of the men crouching down in the doorway with bayonets fi.ved 
and theii' muskets so placed as to form a ckcvaUde-frisc in the nairow 
entrance. “ The mob came on helter-skelter in such maddening 
haste that some of them fell or were pushed on to the ba3mnets 
and their transfixed bodies made the hairier impassable to the rest, 
upon whom wo, from behind our novel defence, poured shot upon shot 
into the crowd.” The rebels unable to take the shrine by storm 
attempted to dig up its foundations. But the walls of the old 
temple had been too substantiallj' laid. They then fetched faggots and 
piling them before the door set them alight. J A strong kindly' 
breeze however blew the smoke away, and the wood sank down to 


• "The Story of Cawnporc," by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 178. 

Lieutenant Dclafosse’s Account. 

t "The Story of Cawnporc,” by Captain Mowbray Thomson, pages 178 and 179, 

Lieutenant Delafossc’s Account. 

t From the circular construction of the building they wore able to place them right In 
front of the door with impunity, there being no window or loophole in the jdneo through, 
which we could attack them, nor any moans of ro doing without exposing ourselves to the 
whole mob at the entraace.— “The Story of Cownpore," by Captain Mowbray Thomson, page 
lEO, 
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a pile of embers. A small hope beamed up that they would ' be able 
to endure tbeir. torture till night — “ apparently the only friend left 
us ” — would enable them to make a dash for liberty. But the shadow 
of a hope soon vanished. The rebels brought bags of gunpowder 
and threw them upon the red-hot ashes. Delay would have been 
certain destruction. They rushed out. “ The burning wood terribly 
marred our bare feet, but it was no time to think of trifles. Jumping 
the parapet, we were in the thick of the rabble in an instant ; we fired 
a , volley and ran amuck with the bayonet. Seven of our number 
succeeded in reaching the bank of the river and we first threw in our 
guns and then ourselves,” The ammunition in their pouches can’ied 
them under the Avater and they escaped the first volley. Slipping 
off their belts they rose again and swam pursued by a yelling, hoAvling 
multitude who from both banks smote them Avith a rapid fire of 
musketry, Tavo were shot through the head. Private Ryan almost 
sinking Avith exhaustion SAvam to a sand-bank and was bludgeoned 
by tAVO ruffians waiting to receive him. For tAvo or three hours the 
others continued alternately swimming and floating, the sluggish 
Ganges sloAvly helping their progress. One by one their pursuers 
abandoned the chase. “A trooper on horseback was the last we saAV of 
them.” They then turned to the shore. A fresh foe aAvaited them. 
Two or three long-nosed alligators lay basking on a sand-bank. “ The 
natives afterwards said that it AA'as a miracle Ave had escaped their 
bottle-nosed brethren Avho feed on men.” 

The four sat doAvn by the shore Avith the water up to their necks 
still doubtful of their safety. Then they heard voices and approaching 
footsteps, and even as some Avater beast basking in the sun on the river- 
bank hearing a sound plunges SAviftly into the stream, so they again 
dived into the Avater, When they arose they heard “ Saheb, Saheb, 
Avhy swim aAvay ? We are friends.” They replied: " We have been 
deceived so often, that Ave are not inclined to trust any one.” The 
natives volunteered to throw aAvay their arms as a guarantee of their 
fidelity. Their limbs yfeve loosened by their grievous toil. There was 
a dim hope that the natives Avould be true to their Avord and so they 
swam to the shore. “ When we reached the shalloAV water such was 
our complete prostration that they were obliged to drag us out ; we 
could not walk, our feet were burnt, and our fi’ames famished. We 
had been SAvimming Avithout a moment’s intermission a distance of 
six miles since we left Seorajpore.” Thomson had no clothing but . 
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a flannel shirt ; Delafosse onl}’’ a piece of sheeting round his loins ; 
Sullivan and Murphy were naked as they were born and the three 
had so suffered from exposure to the sun that the skin Avns raised 
in huge blisters, as if the}* had just escaped death by burning. 
After a short rest they partly walked " supported by a native on 
each side of us” and were partly carried to the nearest village. 
Here they were hospitably entertained by the headman. The nc.xt 
morning an elephant and a pony were sent t-o convey them to the fort 
where Maharajah Diribijah Sing, an Oudh chief, resided. The old man 
received them with kindness, fed and protected them for three weeks, 
and provided for their escort to the camp of a detachment of Europeans 
proceeding from Allahabad to Cawnpore to join the force under the 
command of Brigadier-General Havelock. , 

Meanwhile the boat containing their companions had been 
followed and captured, and all who were in her made prisoners, 
and brought on shore. After a few days these eighty men, women 
and children iverc put on carts and escorted back to Cawnpore. 
On the 30th of June they reached the city. The Nana who had 
gone to Bithoor sent orders that the men were to be shot and the 
women confined. ” It is said that one European lady was also killed. 
She stood amongst the males with her child and was ordered to 
come out, but she said she would remain where her countrymen were. 
The child was asked of her but she refused to give. This provoked 
the mutineers and she got the fate she sought.” *' 

Then on that same afternoon " the Nana took his seat on the 
throne as Peshwa ; the sacred marks were affi.xcd on his forehead ; salutes 
were fired ; and the city illuminated at night in honour of the occasion." 

On the 1st of July Bala Kao returned to Cawnpore and there was 
great dissatisfaction among the mutineers that he was not accompanied 
by the Nana. The prisoners were removed from »Savada tn a small 
hou.se in the grounds of the residence lately occupied by Sir George 
Parker. It had been built by a former tenant for his native mistress 
and hence it was known as the Bibigarh. It comprised two princij)al 
rooms about twenty feet long and ten broad, a number of small dark 
rooms intended for thc-occupation of native servants, and an open court 
some fifteen yards square. A narrow verandah ran along the front. In 

• Translation of the <Jiar; of the Kunim Kanreh, n native gentleman residing in Carrniiore. 
Appendix A. 
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this building unfit for the' occupation of a single English family were 
placed for a fortnight in the month of July five men and two hundred 
^and six women and children.* Man}^ were wounded ; all worn with labour ■ 
and grief. In their prison there was neither furniture nor bedding nor 
straw and their food was cakes of unleavened bread and lentil porridge.t 
Some escaped beyond the hands of their oppressors. “ From the 7th 
to the morning of the 15th, twenty-eight people died:” so runs the 
diary of a native doctor. 

Two days after the removal of the prisoners to the Bibigarh 
the Nana returned and occupied a large hotel adjacent to it, and 
Dhunder Punth here spent his time in drinking and toying with his 
favourite Sultana Adala, and in the evening when “ the wine was in 
him ” he revelled in all the orgies of an oriental court. But news had . 
come which even in the hour of revelry and debauchery haunted him 
with its fatal foreshadowing. The British were advancing from 
Allahabad. On the 8th the tidings became more precise. The British 
force consisting " of European, Madras and Sikh troops ” had left 
Allahabad. The next day Brigadier Jwala Pershad commanding 
the rebel army went forth to check their advance. When his 
troops arrived the next day at Aong the news of the approach of the lotb July 
British troops was confirmed. The Nana’s well-wishers and adherents, 
however, confidently affirmed he would prove victorious over the small 
force that opposed him. Two daj's after, Bala Eao, bringing tidings 
of his own defeat, returned to Cawnpore wounded in the shoulder. 

A council over which the Naua presided was at once held at his 
residence. A large number of leading rebels were present. Much 
dismay and vacillation prevailed. Some were for retiring and uniting 
their' forces ■with the mutineers of Puttehghur, some for making one 
more desperate attempt to oppose the march of their victorious foe. 

After much discussion it was resolved to make the. last great stand a 
few miles south of Cawnpore, On one point all were unanimous. The 
prisoners must be slain. The brutal resolve was mainly due to fear, the 
mother of all cruelty, A stern retribution they knew would be exacted 


* The number of prisoners had been increased by the fugitives from Futtehgbur. 
t The letter, 4th of July. — “ The cooks employed to procure food for the prisoners repre- 
senting that the ladies refused to eat the dhall and chapaties daily supplied to them, as much 
meat as was procurable for the same price as the dhall was henceforth furnished instead,”-— 
“ Synopsis of Evidence of the Cawnpore Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-Colonel G. 'Williams. 
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by the Briti?h troops for the innocent blood already shed and many 
who had aided and abetted their chief dreaded their recognition by 
some of the prisoners who had long resided at Cawnporc. Having 
decided that all the captives should be put to death the assembl}' 
dispersed. 

At 5 p.'SL the five men were told the Nana requii-ed their attend- 
ance. They well imderstood the meaning of the summons. But they - 
walked forth with steady step : their lips moved as if in prayer. At the 
gate which led into the road they were shot dead by a body of mutineers 
and their bodies lay on the grass which bordered the highway. An hour 
later the women and children were hacked to pieces by five ruffians of the 
Nana’s own guard.* When darkness, as darkness itself, and as the shadow 
of death fell, the groans ceased and “the doors of the building were 
clo.sed.” Over the events of that wicked night a gloomy mist still 
hangs unpenetrated and for ever unponetrable.f Three houi's after the 
break of day, the doors were opened and the bodies removed from 
tlio slaughter-house and thrown into a well hard by. 

On the morning of the 17th of July Havelock’s victorious troops 
entered Cawnporo. Their spirits had been sustained by the e.Kcitcmcnt 
of action, by the hope of victory, by the fonder hope of saving the 
women and children. When they saw the slaughter-liouse and the well 
their hearts sank within them. A deep gloom cast its pall over the 
camp. The silence that pervaded it was only broken by the mournful 
wail of the bagpipes as the burying parties carried to their graves 
those who had fallen by the sword or pestilence. The General 


* “ The girl cnllocl the Begum, who nltendcd on the prisoners, is one of five slnvc girls 
bought by the Peshvrii, nnd named Hosoance Kbonum, She, it is said, carried the order for 
tlie murder of tbc prisoners to the sepoy guanl placed over tlicra; and on tbeir refusing to 
execute it, returned nnd fetched five men of the Nnnn’.s own guard; one of whom was her 
oivn lover Sirdar Khan.” — Memorandum by Licutenant-Colonol 'Williams, Secretary to Govern* 
mi nt, North-Western Provinces. 

f There arc it is true the depositions of sixty-threo witnesses, natives and half-castes, taken 
under the directions of Colonel Williams, Commissioner of Police in the North-Western 
Provinces, but they arc the depositions of men who had or thought they had the rope round 
their neck. Their evidence is full of discrepancies nnd must be treated with extreme caution. 
There are also confidenti.al reports from odicials, private petitions, depositions of witnesses, 
unofficial exaroinnlions which have been studied by mo with care. They allowed that aUhoiigli 
the darkest tints predominate the picture was not so black ns it lias been painted. As Colfincd 
Williams states ; “ The most searching and carnert enquiries totally disprove the unfounded 

aticrtion that at first was so frequently made nnd so currently believed that personal indignity 
nnd disb.onour were otfered to our poor auffering countrywomen.” 
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contemplating his position saw how veiy bad it was. He had found 
comfort in the hope and belief that he would rescue the beleaguered 
in the Lucknow Kesidency. He had written from Allahabad to Henry 
Laivrence thak he was coming to his rescue. When he entered Cawii- 
pore Ungud the spy infoi'med him that his old friend n as dead. His 
small force had been greatl}?- diminished by hard fighting and disease. 
Could Lucknow be succoured by the shadow of an army insufficient in 
itself to cover even Cawnpore, destitute of cavalry, horse artillery or 
horse battery, and without a reserve between Cawnpore and Calcutta. 
A report had reached him that the Nana was at Bithoor with 
forty -five .guns and five thousand men. He might at any time make 
an attack on Cawnpore. That evening the General giving himself up 
to his trials and sorrows sat silent at dinner with a thoughtful and 
somewhat gloomy brow. But the fortitude oE Havelock was that 
.highest sort of fortitude which is derived from reflection and from a 
belief in a living faith and was not to be shaken by reverses or dangers. 
After remaining some time in deep thought the gloom vanished, his eye 
brightened, and he exclaimed with his wonted fire: — “If the worst 
comes to the worst, we can bub die with swords in oiir hands." 

The next morning, the 18bh of July, Havelock moved his force to 
a. well selected site in the civil station of Nawabgunge * which he 
proceeded' to entrench.. The same evening spies brought him intelli- 
gence that Bithoor was evacuated and that the Nana had fled into 
Oudh. He at once ordered Major Stephenson to march there with 
the Madras Husiliers, the Sikhs, the Irregular Cavalry raised to sixty, 
and two guns; On arriving at Bithoor the following day Major 
Stephenson found the town evacuated. On the 21st of July Brigadier- 
General Havelock telegraphed to the Commander-in- Chief : — “ I am 
free to cross the Ganges. Nana Saheb’s force at Bithoor is entirely 
dispersed. We, have brought from the place sixteen guns and a 
quantit}' of animals ; set fire to his palace, and blown up his powder 
magazine. A portion of my troops and five guns are already in 
position at the head of the road to iLucknow. The difficulties of a 
swollen, broad and rapid river, with only one small steamer and a few 
boats, are not slight ; but the whole army is full of hope that we shall 
soon be united on the left bank." 


18th July. 
Havelock’s 
force 
move to 
Nawab- ' 
gangs 

Major 
Stephen- 
son pro- 
ceeds to 
Bitlioor. 
21st July 


* ‘‘ It interposed between Bithoor and Cawnpore, covering the city and its resources in its 
rear, with the Canges on its right and the cunal on its left, while a network of ravines in 
front extended down to the river,” — ” Memoirs of Sir Henry Havelock,” by John CUrk Marsh- 
man, page 322. 
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The position taken up by the General -was a mound on tlie 
bank of the river sufilcic-ntl}' elevated to command the surrounditiif 
country and capable of accommodating and being defended in case of 
need by a garrison of some three hundred men. About five hundred 
yards from the plateau there was an island in the river partly sub- 
merged at this season of the year by the river much swollen b}' the 
incessant rain. Between this island and the Oudh bank there were two 
.smaller islands now covered with water two or three feet deep and 
visible only from the reeds which sprung up upon them * Havelock 
saw that these islands would be of service to him if he had to recross 
the river while the entrenchment on the right bank would effectually 
cover that operation. On the evening of the 20th the General was 
fcati.sfied that the entrenchment had been made sufHciently strong for 
defence and he therefore determined to send the first detachment across 
the river next day. His decision was influenced by the fact that Ncill 
with a reinforcement of two hundred and twenty-seven men, mostly 
young soldiers, and a small instalment of ammunition and stores had 
arrived that morning. Neill who had been made Brigadier-General had 
been ordered to join Havelock as second-in-command. On his arrival 
lie was at once met by the General who knowing his man received him 
with all couitc.sy but firmly and promptly told him:— "Now, General 
Neill, let us understand each other ; you have no power or authority 
here whilst I nm here and you are not to issue a single order." 

At midnight on the 20th of July Havelock rode in a torrent of rain 
from the camp to the entrenchment, a distance of four miles, to snpor- 
intond the embarkation of the Highlanders. When the ferrj' boats 
were filled they were sailed or towed across by a steamer. It was 
long and tedious work, for each trip involved a passage of six miles and 
occupied four hours. But Havelock did not Tcturn to camp till he had 
seen the Highlanders and three guns safely across. The 84th and 
three additional guns were sent across the following day. Tlie Madras 
Fusiliers went over with the last detachment. On the 2oth of July 
Havelock, leaving Neill in command of Cawnpore, crossed the river 
birnsolf. Three da 3’6 after his small force — 1,200 Europo.'ins nil told — 
its stores and munitions were concentrated at Mtingulwar, a strong 
and elevated j'o-itit)n about six miles from the river. 

At daybreak on the 20th of July, Havelock with ton light guns 
and l,r.00 men again went forth on the desperate enterprise of 
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relieving Lucknow. When lie had marched about three miles he found 
the enemy strongly posted near the town of Unao. “ His right was 
protected by a swamp which could neither be forced nor turned ; his 
advance was drawn in a garden enclosure, which in this warlike district 
had purposely or accidentally assumed the form of a bastion. The 
rest of his force was posted in and behind a village, the houses of 
which were loopholed. The passage between the village and the large 
town of Unao. is narrow. The town itself extended thi’ee-quarters of a 
mile to our right. The flooded state of the country precluded the 
possibility of turning in this direction. The swamp shut us on the 
left. Thus an attack in front became unavoidable/’ * Havelock opened 
with a fire from the Enfield riflemen in .skirmishing order, and before 
the guns caine up the Highlanders and Fusiliers ran in upon and 
drove the enemy from out of the bastioned enclosure. But when our 
men approached the village a destructive fire was poured upon them 
from the loopholed houses. The bullets began to fly thick and fast. 
Six Highlanders were struck down and Havelock’s Aide- de-Camp, 
Lieatenant Seton, fell by his side. The 64th were brought up. For 
an instant the murderous fire checked the British soldier. Then the 
heroic Patrick Cavanagh sprang forward, and “ was cut literally in 
pieces by the enemy, whilst setting an example of distinguished 
gallantly.^'’ . Lieutenant Bogle, 78th Highlandens, in an attempt to 
penetrate into a house filled with desperate fanatics of the Mussulman 
faith was badly wounded. The village was set on fire, but still the 
terrible fight continued. " It was sad, very sad, to see our men pulled 
out, so to speak, dead and dying from the entrance of the houses they 
were trying in detail to storm.-” f The British soldier, however, was 
not to be foiled. After a desperate hand-to-hand conflict, the guns 
were captured and, the enemy being driven from the village, our whole 
force debouched by the narrow passage between the village and the 
towm of Unao and formed in line. 

It found the enemy rallied and re-formed with a numerous artilleiy 
hastening forward to occupy Unao. Havelock whose military glance 
was sure saw that it was of vital importance that he should push his 
men be3mnd the town before the enemy occupied it in force. Leaving 
Unao on the right he advanced till he reached a space of dry ground 

• From BrigadiHr General Havelock, c.b., to the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, 
dated Camp Busherptgunge, 29th July 1857. — “ Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 162. 

t '' Havelock’s Indian Campaign.” — ” Calcutta Review, ” volume XXXII, page 33. 
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ul)out half a mile in extent. All around was s\Yamp exf.-ept the high 
road that ran through the morass. The General draw up his force iu 
line \Yith four guns in the centre and two on each wing, all bearing on 
the high road in front down which the enem}- were coming in mass to 
attack him.* He mado no attempt to check them for he knew they 
had made a fatal mistake. On they advanced with drums heating and 
banners flying till they came almost opposite our line when they halted 
and opened fire. Maude’s guns at the closest range blazed out in tlie 
face of the rebels and their front line was shattered. They made an 
attempt to deplo}’ hut guns and men were engulfed in the swamp. Tho 
British artillery and muskets played vehemently upon the dense dark 
ma.ss ; it ^Yavered, broke, and rolled back. Then our skirmisliors 
wading through the swamp lapped the rebel flank with their fire and the 
victory was secured. Tlie Oudh gunners, highl}’’ trained soldiers, how- 
ever maintained the conflict with singular obstinacy and perished 
fighting around their guns. The enemy lost about three hundred. 
Fifteen guns were taken, but for lack of transport they had to he burst 
and abandoned. 

The troops halted where they stood for a conple of hours to cook 
and eat and then advanced towards Busherutgunge, eight miles ahead. 
“ It is a walled town with wet ditches. The gate is defended, b}’ a round 
lower, on and near which four pieces of cannon were mounted ; the 
adjacent buildings being loopholed and otherwise strengthened. In rear 
of the town is a broad and deep inundation covered by a narrow 
chaussde and bridge.” The guns pushed on in admirable order sup- 
ported by the 1st Fusiliers skirmishing and the 78th Highlanders and 
01th Regiment in line. The enemy’s cannonade was well sustained ; 
uevertheless our force continued to gain ground. “ 'J’he G4th were then 
directed to turn the town by our left, and penetrate between it and the 
swamp, thus cutting off the enemj' from their chan.'^sec and bridge.” t 
All our guns now opened on the earthwork and the main gateway, A.s 
soon as theCIth reached a point in line with the town their fire began 
to tell and the 7Slh nighlauder.s and tho Madras Fusiliers were sent 
forward while the 84th and the Sikhs were held in reserve. As the 
storming party advanced the enemy’s guns poured grapo into their ranks. 
Many folk The men were ordered to lie down and our guns plied the 


• '• ’.Un.oira of Sir n. iiry llnu-lock,” lij John Clark MntshroBi., pngc .'533. 

t * ro '2 nrien'iicr-ftc-niral Uavolacl:. c.c., to thp Dcpnty Adjutant. Gfnf-ral of the Army, 
Csmp Buthcrutsung.., 2Dth Jrlj lej;.— '• Indian Mutiny," rolum* II, page ICi. 
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gateway. When' the enemy’s fire was mastered the order was given to 
rise. • The men sprang to their i'eet, and with a shout rushed at the 
earthwork. Lieutenant Danger-field was the first to mount the ban-icade, 
and his men were seen by his side. Fusiliers and Highlanders broke 
through the entrenchment and drove the rebels through the town to the 
causewaJ^ But there was no 64th Regiment to cut off the enemy from 
it. Thr-ough having paused to return a fire from the walls and to some 
mistake regarding their instructions the movement had been delayed. 
The General sent his Aide-de-camp at full gallop to hasten their 
advance but the opportunity was lost and the enemy escaped across the 
causeway. The troops had been fighting from sunrise to sunset, the 
night w-as clo.sing, so the General did not think it prudent to follow 
the flying foe. Moreover, the ground on both sides of the road was 
so flooded that it was impossible for the cavalry to act.* Havelock 
however rode some distance in advance to discover soine suitable ground 
for his advanced jncquets. 

As he rode back over the causeway thronged with weary soldiers 
leaning on their arms a cry was raised “ Clear the way for the -General.” 

“ You have - done that well already, men,” was the prompt reply. For 
a moment there was silence : then their feeling found expression and 
" God bless the General ” burst forth from them as he galloped away. 

Havelock’s skill and courage had won the confidence of his men, his 
very peculiarities, their affection. He was firm in manner, imperious 
in discipline, insisting that ever}^ man should do his duty and endure 
hardness'-without a murmur like a good soldier. But the soldiers knew 
that no man had a greater regard for their welfare and a gi-eater 
admiration, for their valour. They also knew that the little General 
could be very frank and severe in his wrath. He was always ready to 
praise those who deserved it but he never would condone any mis- 
conduct. That evening he wrote the following order of the day ; — 

' “ Soldiers, your General thanks you for your exertions to-day. 
You have stormed two fortified villages, and captured nineteen guns. 
But he is not satisfied with all of you. Some of you fought as if the 
cholera has seized your minds as well as your bodies. There were men 
among you, however, whom he must praise to the skies. Private 
Patrick Cavauagh, of the 64th, died gloriously, hacked to pieces by the 
enemy when setting a brilliant example to his comrades. Had he 

* “Cavalry Tva's utterly useless, it being quite impossible for them to act, from the flooded 
stats o£ the roads.” — " Journal of an English officer in India,” by Major North, 
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about half a mile in extent. All around was swamp except the high 
road that ran through the morass. The General drew up his force in 
line with four guns in the centre and two on each wing, all. bearing on 
the high road in front down which the enemy were coming in mass to 
attack him.* He made no attempt to check them for he knew they 
had made a fatal mistake. On they advanced with drums beating and 
banners flying till they came almost opposite our line when they halted 
and opened fire. Maude’s guns at the closest range blazed out in the 
face of the rebels and their front line was shattered. They made an 
attempt to deploy but guns and men were engulfed in the swamp. ' The 
British artillery and muskets played vehemently upon the dense dark 
mass ; it w'avered, broke, and rolled back. Then our skirmishers 
Avading through the swamp lapped the rebel flank ■with their fire and the 
victory was secured. The Oudh gunners, highlj’- trained soldiers, how'- 
over maintained the conflict with singular obstinacy and perished 
fighting around their guns. The enemy lost about three hundred. 
Fifteen guns were taken, but for lack of transport they had to be burst 
and abandoned. 

The troops halted where they stood for a couple' of hours to cook 
and eat and then advanced towards Busherutgunge, eight miles ahead. 
“ It is a -walled town with w'et ditches. The gate is defended.by a round 
tow*er, on and near -which four pieces of cannon were mounted; the 
adjacent buildings being loopholed and otheiwvise strengthened. In rear 
of the town is a broad and deep inundation covered by a narrow 
chaussde and bridge.” The guns pushed on in admirable order sup- 
ported by the 1st Fusiliers skirmishing and the 78th Highlanders and 
64 th Kegiraent in line. The enemy’s cannonade was -w'ell sustained ; 
nevertheless our force continued to gain ground. “ The 64ith -were then 
directed to turn the town by our left, and penetrate betAveen it and the 
sw'amp, thus cutting off the enemy from their chaussee and bridge.” f 
All our guns now opened on the earthw’ork and the main gateway. As 
soon as the 64th reached a point in line wdth the towm theii’ fire began 
to tell and the 78th Highlanders and the Madras Fusiliers Avere sent 
forward Avhile the 84th and the Sikhs Avere held in reserve. As the 
storming party advanced the enemy’s guns poured grape into their ranks. 
Many fell. The men Avere ordered to lie doAvn and our guns plied the 


• “.Memoirs of Sir Henry Havelock,” by John Clark Morshman, page 333. 

tVrom Brigadier-General Havelock, c.B,, to tlie Deputy Ad jut.mt. General of the Army, 
dated Camp Busherutgunge, 29th July J 857—'- Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 161. 



INTRODUCTION 


197 


gateway. When the enemy’s fire was mastered the order was given to 
rise.' The men sprang to their feet, and with a shout rushed at the 
earthwork. Lieutenant Dangerfield was the first to mount the barricade, 
and his men were seen by his side. Fusiliers and Highlanders broke 
through the entrenchment and drove the rebels through the town to the 
causeway. But there was no 64th Regiment to cut off the enemy from 
it. Through having paused to return a fire from the walls and to some 
mistake regarding their instructions the movement had been delayed. 
The General sent his Aide-de-camp at full gallop to hasten their 
advance but the opportunity was lost and the enemy escaped across the 
causeway. The troops had been fighting from sunrise to sunset, the 
night was closing, so the General did not think it prudent to follow 
the flying foe. Aloreover, the ground on both sides of the road was 
so flooded that it was impossible for the cavalry to act."^ Havelock 
however rode some distance in advance to discover some suitable ground 
for his advanced picquets. 

_ As he rode back over the causeway thronged with weary soldiers 
leaning on their arms a cry was raised “ Clear the way for the General.” 
“You have done that well already, men,” was the prompt reply. For 
a moment there was silence : then their feeling found expression and 
“ God bless the General ” burst forth from them as he galloped away. 

Havelock’s skill and courage had won the confidence of his men, his 
very peculiarities, their affection. He was firm in manner, imperious 
in discipline, insisting that every man should do his duty and endure 
hardness without a murmur like a good soldier. But the soldiers knew 
that no man had a greater regard for their Avelfare and a greater 
admiration, for their valour. They also kneAV that the little General 
could be very frank and severe in his wrath. He was always readj'- to 
praise those -who deserved it but he never would condone any mis- 
conduct. That evening he wrote the following order of the day : — 

' “ Soldiers, your General thanks you for your exertions to-day. 
You have stormed two fortified villages, and ca2Dtured nineteen guns. 
But he is not satisfied with all of you. Some of you fought as if the 
cholera has seized your minds as well as your bodies. There were men 
among you, however, whom he must praise to the skies. Private 
Patrick Cavanagh, of the 64th, died gloriously, hacked to pieces by the 
enemy when setting a brilliant example to his comrades. Had he 

* Cavalry was utterly useless, it being quite impossible for them to act, from the flooded 
stats of the roads.” — " Journal of an English officer in India,” by Major North. 
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survived, he should have ivom the Victoria Cross, which never could 
have glittered on a braver breast. But his name will be remembered 
as long as Ireland produces and loves gallant soldiers. 

“Lieutenant' Bogle, 78th Highlanders, was severely ’wounded, 
while leading the way at Unao into a loopholed house, filled with 
desperate fanatics. A special report of his gallantry ivill be sent to 
His Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief. The ‘ hero of Inkerman ^ 
w'ell know's hov/ to appreciate heroes. 

“ Major Stephenson, in command of the regiment which the rebel 
chiefs know and fear as ‘ the Blue Oaps,^ showed throughout the day 
hoAv the calmest forethought can be united with the utmost daring. 

“ Lieutenant Dangerfield * has merited the cross reserved for the 
brave. He was the first to mount the barricade at this place.” 

Two victories had been won. But if the road to ,Lucknow was 
to be so roughly contested there was little chance of-reaching the 
Residency. What soldiers could Ro Havelock’s men had achieved. 
They could not fight against the pestilence of the tropics. For some 
days cholera and dysentery had done their deadly work among them. 
A sixth of his force had perished: half on the battle-field, half by 
disease. There was now barely sufficient carriage to carry the sick and 
wounded. His supply of ammunition had been considerably reduced. 
These considerations were not however the only elements in the diffi- . 
cult and delicate problem before Havelock. On the morning following 
his victories he received a message from Neill that the troops at - 
Dinapore on his communication south of Benares had mutinied and 
that the 5th Fusiliers and 90th Light Infantry which he had been daily - 
, expecting would reinforce him could not now arrive for a couple of 
months. Having given due weight to all the circumstances Havelock 
made up his mind to retire to his strong position at Mungulwar till 
the sick and wounded had returned to Cawnpofe and till reinforcements 
and ammunition should reach him. At Mungulwar he, was in Oudh 
territory and would be able from time to time to strike a swift and effec- 
tive blow at the enemy and by so doing relieve the pressure on the 
Residency. At Mungulwar he was prepared if reinforced to advance 
to Lucknow or to send over a' detachment if needed to Cawnpore.f 
It was a wise decision. But Havelock was cruelly disappointed. The 
order was issued and was most unwelcome to his men burning for 


* LieutenantJEiiward Dangerfield, 1st Madras Fusiliers, 
t “ Memoirs of Sir Henei’y, Havelock,” by John Clark Marshman, page 352. 



INTRODUCTION 


199 



fresh enterprise and panting to relieve their countrymen. " The very 
idea of a retrogade movement filled them "with consternation; its 
present reality calls forth the first murmur I have as yet heard.’'’ *' But 
their General had made up his mind and was not to be moved b}' the 
murmurs of his soldiers. 

On the 3 1st of July General Havelock telegraphed to the Com- 
maiider-in-Ohief : — 

“ My force is reduced by sickness and repeated combats to 1,364) 
rank and file, with ten ill-equipped guns. I could not, therefore, move 
on_ against Lucknow with any prospect of success, especially as I had 
no means of crossing the Sone or the canal, I have therefore shortened 
my communications with Cawnpore, by falling back two short marches, 
hitherto unmolested by an enemy. If I am speedily reinforced by 
1,000 more British soldiers and Major Olpherts’ battery complete, I 
might resume my march towards Lucknow, or keep fast my foot in 
Oudh, after securing the easier passage of the Ganges at Cawnpore by 
boats and two steamers j or I might re-cross and-hold the head of the 
Grand Trunk Koad at CaAvnpore,’^ 

From Mungulwar Havelock also informed Neill that he could not 
advance to Lucknow Avithout further reinforcements and desired Neill 
to furnish Avorkmen to form a bridge-head on the Oudh bank, to collect 
rations for his troops, and get ready two 24!-pounders to accompany his 
adA'^ance ; and push across any infantry as soon as they might arrive. 
The neAvs of Havelock’s retrograde movement created as bitter dis- 
appointment at Cawnpore as it had done among his troops. Neill Avas 
a dashing brave soldier, but he Avas by temperament totally incapable 
of taking the measure of Havelock’s courage or ability or of fathoming 
the high motives of his conduct. A man of great ardour, of a strong 
Avill, conscious of the applause he had won by bis decisive action at 
Benares and Allahabad,f smarting under his supersession by a soldier 
Avhose lofty nature he could not gauge, Neill alloAved his injured 
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• "A man of less genuine metal than our General might be swayed by such demonstra- 
tions, but the superiority of his moral courage renders him unassailable, and elevates him 
far beyond the fear of man which bringeth a snare.” — “ Journal of an English officer in 
India,” by Major North, page 111. 

f “It must be remembered that he had been greatly praised ; everywhere it. wus noised 
abroad that Neill was the man' for the emergency. Neill would not stand any nonsense and so 
on. 'And of. course he could not but suppose that whatever position he was in, something 
marked would be expected of him.” — "Memories of the Mutiny,” by Colonel F. C. Maude, 
T.C., C.H., and John W, Sherer, c.s.r. 



200 


iNTnoDUcriox 


Kcill’s 
lettei- to 
Havelock 


Havelock’s 
letter to 
Neill 


•d An- 
ist 


vanity and hot temper to overbear his sense of discipline, and he 
permitted himself a license of speech which was absolutely unjustifiable. 

“ I deeply regret, ” he wrote, “ that you have fallen back one foot. 
The effect on our prestige is very bad indeed. ...All manner of reports are 
rife in this city — that you had returned to get more guns, having lost ali 
3mu took away with you. In fact the belief among all is, that you have 
been defeated and forced back. It has been most unfortunate your not 
bringing back any of the guns captured from the enemy. The natives 
will nob believe 3’ou captured one. The effect of your retrograde move- 
ment will be very injurious to our cause eveiy where.... You talk of 
advancing as soon as reinforcements reach you. You require a battery 
and a thousand European infiintry.... (The guns) will detain 3'ou five or 
six days. As for infantry the3’ are nob to be had, and if you wait for 
them, Lucknow will follow the fate of Cawnpore....You ought not to 
remain a day where ymu are. ...You ought to advance again, and not halt 
until you have rescued, if possible, the garrison of Lucknow. ...Return 
here sharp, for there is much to be done between this and Agra and 
Delhi.” 

Havelock sent a severe repl}’. After characterising the letter as 
the most extraordinary letter he had ever received, he continued : — 

“ There must be an end to these proceedings at once. I wrote to 
. you confidentially on the state of affairs. You send me back a letter 
of censure of my measures, reproof and advice for the future. • I do not 
want and will not receive any of them from an officer under my 
command, be his experience what it may. Understand this distinctly, 
and that a consideration of the obstruction that would arise to the 
public service at this moment alone prevents me from taking the 
stronger step of placing ymu under arrest. You now stand warned. 
Attempt no further dictation.” 

On the 3 rd of August Havelock 'was reinforced by a company of 
the 8Ith and Olpherts’ half battery under Lieutenant Smithetb.* “I- 
enquired of him minutely how his detachment had behaved. He 
told me that the conduct of all had been very good except his gun 


* “On the 3rd of August the General received half of Captain Olpherts’ battery con- 
sisting of three-horsed 9-pounders and likewise two 24-pounders.” — "Aleinoirs of Kir Hencv 
Havelock,” by .lohn Clark Marshman, page 340. 

“ But he (Neill) also sent him over a few reinforcements— -a company of the 84th, 
Olpherts’ half battery, two heavy gtins, and two field howitzers.”— ■* Lucknow and Oudh in 
the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-General McLeod Innes, page 198, 
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lascars. They had, in April last, threatened to spike the guns whenever 
they might be engaged with the enemy. At Benares Major Olpherts 
informed me that they had conducted themselves ill on the. night of 
the mutiny.” Havelock could not afford to have a single traitor in his 
camp. He therefore paraded the detachment and spoke to them all, 
both British and Natives. “I congratulated the former on having 
come into a camp of heroic soldiers, who had six times met the enemy, • 
and every time defeated him and captui*ed his cannon. The lascars 
at this moment Avere facing the detachment ; I turned to .them, and 
told them what miscreants I had this morning discovered them to 
be, traitors in heart to their fostering Government. I made the British 
soldiers disarni them, and ordered them out of the camp under a light 
escort; to be employed under General Neill in the labours of the 
intrenchment. He Avill look after them. If they attempt to desert, I 
have ordered them to be punished with death ; the same if they refuse 
to work with other soldiers. They shall do no other duty till I am 
better instructed.” * 

Havelock had been reinforced, but his column was hardly any 
stronger than Avhen he first started for LucknoAV. He could then put 
850 men in line out of a strength of 1,350, he noAv had 1,400 men. 
HoAvever on receiving information that the enemy had re-occupied the 
toAvn of Busherutgunge he advanced upon it. On nearing the serai Ave 
found our intelligence of its being re-occupied correct. The tAvo heavy 
guns, (24-pounders) and two 24-pounder hoAvitzers Avere oi-dered to 
advance by the road. Six guns, the 78th Highlanders, and the Sikhs 
under Colonel Hamilton, Avere to turn the left of the village by our 
right ; and the 1st Madras Fusiliers and the 84th Foot were to cover 
the 'turning column with the heavy guns. The movement expelled 
the enemy early from the serai, but they held obstinately the villages 
imnaediately on the other side of the street beyond the serai. They 
,were turned out of this by the guns; on advancing Ave met four 
guns, posted on, and to the right and left of the road; our heavy 
guns silenced them, and they were Avithdrawn, the enemy retiring slowly„ 
forced back but not beaten. It Avas purely an artillery fight,- the 
infantry only. occupying the villages Avhen the enemy Avere expelled„ 
The villages on our right and left were held to the last by the enemy, 

.* Telegram from Brigndier-General Havelock, c b., to the Commatider-in-'Chief, dated- 
Camp Mungulwar, 4th Aii.gust 1857. 
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who continued to fire at long distances ; some went to the rear, and we 
had to send. the Sikhs with two guns to hold the serai and, protect our ' 
baggage.”* .• - ■ 

. The enemy lost about 800 men while our loss was only two killed ■ 
an-d twenty-three wounded, but men were dying fast from cholera. 
One night and a day had cost Havelo&k in sick and wounded, 104 
• Europeans and a fourth of his gun ammunition. It once more became 
painfully evident to him that he could’ never .reach Lucknow with his 
present column. He had three strong positions to force defended by 
fifty guns and 30,000 men, and he had only 1,010 Europeans worn by 
sickness, privation and endless fighting to do the work. “ When I have 
overcome,” he wrote, “ the enemy’s artillery fire, my, wearied infantry > 
can scarcely muster strength to capture their guns, and as I have no . 
cavalry, the mutineers resist as long as they have the powers; and they 
retire without fear of pursuit.”- Every village was held against him. 
The day he made his second advance, “resolved if possible to win,” ' 
General Neill sent him the most pressing representations regarding'his 
danger from the Sangor' troops which were -assembling at Bithoor in 
his front. Havelock therefore judged and rightly judged that he 
was consulting the best interests of the State by attempting only that 
which his force was capable of accomplishing, left as it was without the . 
hope of reinforcement. He- therefore -determined to -again retire to’ 
Mnngulwar. “ The resolution which I took,” he wrote to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, “ was -the- most painful I had ever to form in iny 
life ; but iihposed upon- me by imperious circumstances I could not 
control. * * * ' With any hope of reinforcement 1 would 

have made the attempt; wdthout it I felt assured that it would be 
.madness. The whole of my staff concurred in this view of the case.” f • 
Oh the 6th of August, the -day after the second battle of 
Busherutgunge, Havelock telegraphed to- the Commander-in-Ghief ‘ 
“I must prepare Your Excellency for my abandonment, with great grief, 
and reluctance, of the hope of relieving Lucknow. - The only three 


• Telegram from Lieutenant-Colonel Tytler -to the Commander-in-Cliief, dated Camp 
Mungui-vrar, 6th August 1857. '' - 

t “All -were of the same .opinion, and -we . retired -to our position, five miles from the 
river, to prevent "Unao and Busherutgunge being occupied in our rear,” Telegram -from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tytler, to the Commnnder-in-Chief, dated Camp Mnngulwar, 6th August 
1857. — Indian Mutiny, ” volume II, page 173. 
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staff officers in my force whom I ever- corisiilfc confidentially,' hut in 
whom I entirely confide^ are unanimously ofi opinion that an advance to 
the walls of Lucknow involves the loss of this force.* ' In this I concur. 
The only military question that ' remains, therefore, is whether- that, or 
the unaided destruction of the British garrison at Lucknow, would he 
the greatest calarnity to the State in this crisis. The loss of this force 
in a fruitless attempt to relieve Colonel Inglis would, of course, involve 
his fall. I will remain, ho-wever, till the latest moment in this position 
strengthening it, and hourly improving my bridge-communication with 
Cawnpore, in the hope that some error'of the enemy may enable me 
to strike a blow against them, and give' the garrison an opportunity of 
hlo-wing up their -works and cutting their -way out. 

Day and night, in sun and in rain the General, his staff and 
engineers were employed in improving his bridge communication with 
Cawnpore. The river kad sunk and Lieutenant Moorsoom with a large 
gang of men was busy constructing a road across the islands and swamps 
, and connecting them by a bridge of boats. Four boats lashed together 
and covered with planks formed a floating platform capable of hold- 
ing a battery and intended to be towed across the main channel by 
the steamer. The Avhole work was under the supervision of Captain 
Crommelin of the Engineers who had designed and started it in opposi- 
tion to the vie-\vs, as regards practicability and success, of nearly every 
officer of the force. Mainly owing to his indomitable energy it -svas 
completed ih the face of all difficulties on the lltb of August,f That 


* “ In using the word ‘ unanimously ’ which his biographers have naturally adopted, 
Havelock strained a point. He ignored the dissent of his vehement and impulsive son. 
That officer thus describes the incident ; "‘The fact is that I voted for advancing at all hazards. 
Tytler and Crommelin, Tytler especially, took me to task severely about this, saying that 
I was prepared to sacrifice the whole force, and the interests of British India, rather than 
compromise my father’s and my own reputation by a retreat. Tytler particularly urged: 
‘ You must recoUect that this is more than a personal question. However galling it is to the 
'.General and you to "retire, you must have regard to the interests of the Government.’ 
Crommelin agreed with him strongly, and. my father then said, I ‘ agree with Tytler.’ ” 
“ Havelock,” by Archibald Forbes, page 166. 

‘ ^ ‘'Too much importance therefore cannot be attached' to the skill and' perseverance by 
which' Captain Crommelin of the Engineers in the face of all difficulties, in opposition to the 
views, as regarded practicability and success, of nearly every officer with the force, designed 
and constructed a causeway over a width of upwards of a mile of this inundated shore of the 
•Ganges bridging the narrower and deeper parts. The portion of the river which -hud to be 
forced was thus reduced to nearly 700 yards, about a quarter of the original distance." *' The- 
Campaign of 1857-58.” — “Calcutta Reyiew,” voIurae XXXII, page 216. 
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day a message ,was brought to Havelock with all haste from Neill who. 
had so imperatively pressed on him the necessity of pressing on to- 
Lucknow ; “ One of the Sikh scouts I can depend . on has just come in', 
and reports .that 4;000 men and five guns have assembled to-day at 
Bithoor and threaten Cawnpore. I cannot stand this ; they will enter, 
the town, and our communications are gone ; if I am not supported I 
can only hold out here ; can do nothing beyond our entrenchments. All 
the country beyond this and Allahabad will be up, and our powder and 
ammunition on the way up, if the steamer, as I -feel assured, does 
nob start, will fall into the hands of the enemy and we will 
be in a bad way.” Havelock' on receipt of the message sent his 
sick and wounded, his baggage arid spare ammunition across to Ca^vn-■ 
pove and retriained with his fighting force in light marching order 
determined “ that if there should be any considerable assemblage of, 
hostile troops in my front, I would not aw'ait their attack on this strong 
position but take the initiative and strike a bloAV against them.” In 
the course of the day spies having brought him intelligence, that the, 
rebels were again collecting in numbers at Busherutgunge,' he at. 
once put bis force in motion. His advanced guard pushed the" • 
enemy’s parties out of Unao whei’e his men bivouacked that night- 
under trees. " In the morning we advanced, the small, gaunt, care-worn 
remains of our force, the men alniost dropping out in tens from cholera, 
but with courage as high arid undaunted as of old.”' About a mile-and-, 
a-half in advance of the old battlefield the enemy were discovered strongly 
posted close to the village of Boorhya-ka-Chowkee, - situated on the 
main road. Their right rested on the village where they had established 
a battery, their' left on a mound about 400 yards distant which they 
had cut down into another battery mounting three guns. A ditch and 
breastwork lined with infantry connected the twm batteries, and cavalry 
was massed on their left flank. Havelock’s plan of battle was soon 
formed. He sent the 78th, the Fusiliers, arid four guns off to the right' 
to attack the left of the enemy’s position, he directed the heavy guns 
on the left supported by the 84th to advance along the road to 
encounter the enemy’s right battery, and his remaining troops and guns 
he kept in the centre. The right soon came into action Avith the 
e'lerny’s left. The enemy had learnt to fear a flank movement and ' 
they turned on their guns they could bring to bear, to check our 
advance on the right and opened fire grandl 3 ^ “ I certainlyAvas never,” 
wrotc'a gallant actor, “under so heavy a ilrc in my life. In five 
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minutes after -we came iutb action, ;every man at the'.guu I was 
laying was wounded ■with grape, except the sergeant and myself ; and 
four of our gun cattle were knocked over by round shot. The other 
three guns suffered nearly as much, and we found our fire had 
little effect on the battery in our front — their guns were too well 
protected — ^so we limbered up and got out of that as fast as we 
could, faking ground more to the right, and then found it was possible 
•to mowe still more forward and take the adverse battery in flank; 
This was accordingly .done, and then we had our revenge, for they could 
only bring one gun to bear on us, while we, with our four, enfiladed their 
whole position." A shrapnel silenced the one gun. The British fire 
grew hotter and in a few moments a swarm of men were seen rushing 
back in confusion from the trenches. A loud cheer rang along the ad- 
vancing lines. The Highlanders " like one man -with body bent 
forward and steady tramp,"* flung themselves upon the battery, 
bayoneted the guimers, and turned the two captured guns on the enemy. 
“Some artillerj'^men were into the battery directly after, and we 
had the intense satisfaction of giving the flying foe three rounds.” f 
The Fusiliers at the same time drove the enemy’s extreme left before 
them and their whole line was speedily in retreat. Finally Fusiliers 
and Highlanders vigorously pursued the rebels through Busherutgunge 
and over the causeway. Three hundred of them perished that day. 

Havelock retraced his steps leisurely to his old quarters at Mungul- 
Avar. During the night the remainder of the ammunition and the 
heavy guns were sent across the river. On the morning of the 13th, 
the skeleton of Havelock’s force marched down to the ferry. | The rain 
poured doSvn in torrents, the road had become a sAvamp, and it Avas 
difficult to move the guns through the rnire. The Madras Fusiliers, 
the Volunteer Cavalry, and four guns formed a rear-guard to cover the 
embarkation. But no rebel sepoy appeared to obstruct the passage. 
He had been taught too severe a lesson the previous day. In-flve 

The sighf- was a beautiful one, and we upon the road cnuld not witness it unmoved, 
and a hearty cheer quick as an electric shock ran through the ranks of Sikhs and Europeans 
alike, as we saw their steady advance upon and capture of the battery.” — “ Havelock’s Indian 
Campaign,” Calcutta Review, volume XXXII, pages 34 and 35. The writer states that the 
Highlanders “ captured three horse battery guns.” Captain Crump states that the rebels 
carried “off with them one gun, tiie team of which, had escaped the shrapnel of our artillery.” 
—Saturday Revieiv, October 31st, 1857. 

i Saturday Review, October Zlst, I9h7 . 

J “ Our troops, however, were severely tried; the advance into Cawnporo seemed as 
much as it was possible for men to endure, and the excessive heat proved fatal to many, 
during the march. But what we then endured wrns comparatively light, in comparison with 
what wo encountered while advancing into Oudb, and again in returning hithcri” — “ Juiirnul 
of an English officer in India,” by Major North, page 120. 
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hours-and-a-Kalf Havelock’s whole force had crossed the stream, and one 
of the most difficult .and ' dangerous of field operations had been 
performed without a single accident.* On reaching Cawnpore the 
General issued the following Order of the day ; — 

“ The exertions of the troops in the combat of yesterday deserves 
the highest praise the Brigadier can bestow. In this, our eighth fight, 
the conduct of the artillery was admirable. The Fusiliers and the 
Highlanders werey as usual, distinguished. The Highlanders, without 
firing a shot, rushed with a cheer upon the enemy’s redoubt, carried it, 
and captured two of the three guns with which it was armed. _If 
Colonel Hamilton can ascertain the officer, non-commissioned officer, 
or soldier, who first entered this work, the Brigadier will recommend 
him for the Victoria Cross.” f 

On the 14th of August Neill Avrote to the 'Commissioner at 
Benares: — “ General Havelock re-crossed all his -men yesterday; they 
are much Avorn out by fatigue and exposure, and urgently require 
rest and care of their health. Loss 'has been great from sickness, 
the force is much too weak to attempt any advance on Lucknow, 
Avhich must not be thought of until reinforcements arrive.” 'The 
folloAving day the General reported to the Commander-in-Chief the 
fearful inroads cholera was making in his’ small force. “ The total 
sick and Avounded is 335. The total British strength is 1,415. I do 
not despond. I must march to-morroAV against Bithoor, but it seems 
advisable to look the evil in the face, for there is no chance but 
between reinforcements and gradual absorption by disease.” J 


TLe tattle On Sunday morning, the 16th of August, the miserable remnant of 

16th Havelock’s force, some 750 Europeans and 250 Sikhs, advanced toAvards 

August : — r 

* “ As the last division of the troops defiled over the bridge, they were successively 
broken up, and such of the boats of which they were composed, as were not embedded in 
the. mud, were conveyed, together with the rafts, to the Cawnpore bank, and. laid up for 
future use.” — "Memoirs of Sir Henry Havelock,” by John Clark Marsliman, page 356. 

■ '-.j- " Colonel Hamilton reported that it was difficult to decide to whom this honour'be- 
longed, as it appeared to be divided between Lieutenant Campbell ■ and Lieutenant Crowe. 
The gallant Campbell was smitten down the next day by cholera, and the distinction fell to 
the lot of Lieutenant Crowe.” — "Memoirs of Sir Henry Havelock,” • by John Clark 
Warsbraan, page 356. 


. Telegram from Brigadier-General Havelock I recommend the Victoria Cross to 
Lieutenant Crowe, 7Sth Highlanders, who was the first to enter the redoubt at Bourzekee-- 
(Bourhea-ke-Chowke) Chowkee, the intrenched village in front of Bnsherutgungc, on the 
12th instant.” — "The Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 185. 

J“The medical officers yesterday recommended repose; but I cannot halt while the 
enemy keeps the ficldj and, in truth, our health has suffered less fearfully even in bivouac 
than in Cawnpore.”—" Indian Mutiny,” volume II, 


- "The Superintendmg Surgeon represented to the General that, at the present rate 
of casualtiei., the wh.d^B force would be annihilated iu six weeks.”— " Memoirs of Sir Heiiry 
Havelock,” by Jehu Clark Maishiuan, page 357« 



INTRODUCTION 


207 


Bithoor. • The inarch was long and tedious and the slanting , rays of- 
the morning sun struck down many a wearied soldier. After a tramp' 
of eight hours the column reached a wide plain covered with thick- 
sugar-cane and tall, castor oil rising high above the head. It -was 
flanked by. villages and had two streams flowing through it not fordable 
by troops of any arm, and only to be crossed by two narrow bridges, the 
further of. which - was protected by an entrenchment armed with 
artillery. After passing the second bridge the road took a turn 
Avhich protected the-defenders from direct fire and behind lay the to-vvn 
of Bithoor with brick houses rising one above another surrounded by 
walls and = buried in trees. ■ . " One of the strongest positions I have 
ever - .seen/’ wrote Havelock, and the streams prevented him from 
attempting his favourite turning movement. 

As the column advanced a strong body of the enemy’s horse 
appeared in front to reconnoitre and Avas saluted by a few rounds of 
artillery. “ At the sound of the discharge, the wearied soldiers seemed 
inspired with reneived energy Avhich became keener still as they 
discovered the position taken up by the enemy, its centre resting on 
the bridge flanked by the entrenched battery which commanded the 
centre of our line of advance.” * No pause ensued. The Madras 
Fusiliers -followed by the artillery under Captain Crump took up 
position on the plain and the 78th Highlanders completed the right 
centre on one side of the road. Their original strength had 
been 284^ rank and file: it was noAV miserably reduced. “Still it 
Avas • animated by the' same .fine spirit as had always characterised 
it.” Our left Aving, 64th, 84th, and Sikh Regiment of Ferozepore, 
prolonged the line on - the left to the other side of the road. 
As the Fusiliers advanced on the right they Avere suddenly assailed 
by a .-sharp fire from the high crops and a village masked by trees. 
Major Stephenson at once threAV back two of his right companies. 
They encountered the sepoys of the 42nd, and the fight -was so close 
and desperate that the bayonets crossed. ' The rebels were driven back 
Avith terrible slaughter. The Fusiliers rejoined the right wing -which 
kept pressing forward AAuth the gallant Macpherson of the 78th 
ever cheering on his men in front of the line.j* The enemy step 
by step entered within their defences. Fourteen pieces played on 

• “ Journal of an English officer in India,” by Major North, page 128. 

"t " In this advance our right wing was chiefly engaged, while Captain Olpherts, always 
conspicuous for daring, conducted his battery far' in advance of our left centre. His intend 
tion, I believe, was to take the enemy’s line, .had hot orders to prevent him .meanUme been 
issued,”— “Journal of an English officer in India^” by Major North, page 132. . 
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tlie entrenchment, but the rebels manfully continued to fight their 
two guns. Keeping pace With the bullocks that drew the battery 
the column slowly advanced till the combatants were scarcely five 
hundred yards apart. Then from behind their breastwork the rebels 
sent forth a tempest of bullets which swept through the British ranks. 
To return the fire was useless. The work had to be done with the 
cold steel. The 78th and Fusiliers moved off to the right when they 
got under cover of some sugar-cane and passing through it caine but 
at the left of the breastwork which they stormed and entered. Then 
turning they went along inside and after about ten rhinutes’ hard 
fighting they captured the battery and drove the enemy out across the 
bridge into the town. But our toil-worn soldiers were too .exhausted 
to pursue and they threw themselves down to rest beneath the welcome ' 
shade of some mango trees. But short was the respite. The remaining 
portion of the force having driven the enemy out of some sugar-cane 
fields on the left, the order was given for the whole force' to “ go on 
as the town must be cleared. Intricate as most oriental cities are 
it was no easy task to drive them from it. And the work was not done 
without severe fighting in the barricaded bouses. But it was done.* 
Hard fighting distinguished the battle of Bithoor and proved 
not only the gallantry of the British soldier but of the old Bengal 
sepoy. “ I must do the mutineers,” writes the General in his despatch, 

“ the justice to pronounce that they fought obstinately ; otherwise they 
could not for a -whole hour have held their own, even with such advan- 
tages of ground, against my powerful artillery fire.” After the combat 
' as the General rode down the line the soldiers though worn with 
fighting and stricken with disease set up a loud huzza. “ Don’t cheer 
me, my men,” he exclaimed, “you did it all yourselves.”' Havelock 
always regarded his own skill and courage as small compared with ' 
theirs. His congratulatory orders were conspicuous for the absence of 
himself; they may have been ^vritten in too florid a style but they 
were written not to glorify’ the commander but to recognise the 
worth of the rank and file. The day after the action at Bilhoor the 
General issued the following Order to the Command : — 

. “ The Brigadier-General congratulates the troops on the result of 

their exertions in the combat of yesterday. The enemy were driven, 

# " A Highlander, and one of the Madras Fusiliers, possessed of but one rifle between 
them, in the heat of excitement, rushed into one of these houses, where they discovered seven 
sepoys. Not one of the seven escaped.”-.” Journal of an English officer in India,’! by 
Major North, page 134. 
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with the loss of 250 killed and wounded, from one of the strongest 
positions in India, which they obdurately defended. They were the 
flower of the mutinous soldiery, flushed with the successful defection 
at Saugor and Fyzabad ; yet they stood only one short hour against a 
handful of soldiers of the State, whose ranks had been thinned by 
sickness and the sword. May the hopes of treachery and rebellion 
be ever thus blasted ! And if conquest can now be achieved under 
the most trying circumstances, what will be the triumph and retribu- 
tion of the time when the armies from China, from the Cape, and from 
England shall sweep through the land ? Soldiers ! in that moment, 
your labours, your privations, your sufferings, and your valour -will not 
be forgotten by a grateful country. You will be acknowledged to 
have been the stay and prop of British. India in the time of her 
severest trial. ’’ 

It was the last order that Havelock addressed to his comrades 
of many a hard fight and weary march. On his return to Cawnpore 
he found awaiting him the Gazette containing the announcement that 
Major-General Sir James Outram was to command the Dinapore and 
Cawnpore Divisions which were to be combined in one command. 

“ Write to Sir James Outram that I wish him to return to India 
immediately and the same to General Jacob. We want all our best 
men here.” Such was the telegram that Lord Canning sent to Lord 
Elphinstone. The Governor of Bombay forwarded it to the Com- 
mander of the Persian Expeditionary Force with a letter and Outram 
lost no time in obeying the summons. On the 26th of June he arrived 
at Bombay. On the 9th of July as no instructions had reached him * 
he set sail for Galle intending to avail himself of the first opportunity 
to continue his voyage to the Hugli. On the 31st of July he reached 
Calcutta. On Friday, August 1st, Lady Canning wrote:— “The 
steamer arrived, and brought Sir J. Outram, whom we have squeezed 
iuto the house. He is a very dark-looldng Jewish-bearded little man, 
with a desponding, slow, hesitating manner, very unlike descriptions, 
or rather the idea raised in one’s mind by his old Bombay name of 
the ‘ Bayard of the East, ' and this year’s Bombay saying of /A fox 
is a fool and a lion a coward by the side of Sir J. Outram.’ He never 
' can have done the things Sir C. Napier accuses him of, but he is not 

• "After Sir James Outram’s departure from Bombay, Lord Elphinstone received a tele- 
gram from the Governor-General to the effect that he should be placed in command of the 
troops in Central' India; but a. subsequent telegram ruled his despatch to Calcutta. A 
copy of the former was put into the General’s hands at Madras,, but fortunately no steamer 
was there available to admit of his return. The ATaWa bad just left the roads on her way 
to Suez.”— "Life of James Outram,” by Major-General Sir E. J. Goldsmid, page 191. 
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the least my idea of a hero.” At the time when action came to he 
demanded of him the little man with a slow desponding manner proved 
that lie had a strength and valour rarely exampled among men. And 
when a great act of self-abnegation was required of him he proved the 
heroic character of his nature and made good his title to his old 
Bombay name ' The Bayard of the East.’ 

On the 2nd of August Lord Canning circulated the following 
minute among his colleagues “ The mutiny of three regiments of 
ISlative Infantry at Dinapore on the '24th ultimo, and the disastrous 
result which has followed the attempt to relieve Arrah, against which 
tlie mutineers directed their first movements, has very seriously 
diminished the hope of preserving the peace of the Lower Prov- 
inces along the valley of the Ganges from Berhampore to Benares, 
and in the neighbourhood of the Trunk Road south of Benares. 
Our communications with Benares and Allahabad are threatened 
and our chief sources of revenue in Bengal are in jeopardy. Upon 
the first account of the events at Dinapore, Major-General Lloyd 
was removed from the command of the division. There was,' upon 
his own showing, no room for doubt that he had been guilty of 
grievous mismanagement and neglect. It is now necessary that the 
• military command in that part of India should, without a day’s delay, 
he placed in the ablest and most trustworthy hands ; and in present 
circumstances the authority of the commander will be exercised Nvith 
much greater advantage if it be extended over the adjoining division 
of Cawnjpore as well. The arrival yesterday of Lieutenant-General 
Sir James Outram in Calcutta happily makes the services of that 
distinguished oflScer- available to the Government of India at this 
juncture-; and I propose that the Dinapore and Cawnpore Divisions 
should be combined in one command and entrusted • to Sir James 
Outram.” The minute was concurred in by the honourable colleagues 
of the Governor-General. Mr. Dorin wrote : — “ I consider the appoint- 
ment of Sir James Outram to the proposed command most desirable, 
but I think it very doubtful whether we shall be able to hold the 
Cawnpore Division and at the same time provide for the ' tran- 
quillity of our richest Bengal districts. I shall be quite prepared 
to find it necessary to withdraw our troops as low as Allahabad, 
and to endeavour to maintain the provinces of Bengal and Behar 
in security till reinforcements arrive from England. Telegraphic 
communication with Benares is already cut off, and it is question- 
able whether the Grand Trunk Road continues open. Our handful 
of Eiuoj)cau troops is totally unequal to attempt extensive operations 
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and it seems to me wiser to endeavour to hold the country of 
which we are reasonably sure than risk the vloss of the whole by 
wasting our force at distant points; wdiich in our present weak position 
is of very little practical value.” Major-General Low cordially con- 
curred “as to the wisdom of conferring on Lieutenant-General Sir 
James Outram the command of all the troops in the* divisions of Dina- 
pore and Cawnpore.” " I don’t participate,” he added, “ in the opinion 
of Mr. Dorin that there is a probability of our finding it necessary to 
withdraw our troops from the latter important station.” Mr. Grant 
agreed to Sir James Outram’s appointment to both divisions, but 
“ the question of holding on or drawing in is not now for practical 
solution before us. In either, event this appointment is the best that 
can be made.^’ Barnes Peacock, always clear and forcible, wrote: 
“I concur entirely in the proposal of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General. I trust that it will not be necessary to abandon 
Cawnpore. Such a measure must necessarily be fraught with the 
greatest mischief, and it will require much anxious consideration before 
it is reverted to.’^ 

On the 4th of August was issued the following General Order : — 

“ The Right Honourable the Governor-General of India in Council 
is pleased to .make the following appointment— 

“ Major-General Sir James Outram, K. C. B., of the Bombay Army, 
to command the Dinapore and Cawnpore Divisions which are to be 
combined in one command.” 

The action of Lord Canning and his colleagues has b6en severely 
criticised and a good deal of tawdry rhetoric has been poured forth on 
the subject. It has been urged that Havelock was superseded “by a 
feeble Government when their hopes had not been fulfilled ” and that 
the authorities were guilty of a gross breach of courtesy in allowing him 
to hear the first news of Outram’s appointment through- the medium of a 
copy of the General Orders. There was no supersession.* Havelock did 
not hold and never had held “ the command of the CawniDore. Division.” 
He was a Brigadier- General, commanding a field force. His rank did 
not entitle him to command a division. And if his rank had entitled 
him, it would have been most unwise for the Government to have 

Supersession ! The first thought of a feeble Government when their hopes have 
not been entirely fulfilled! With what confidence could any man serve a Govemmei.t 
which acted in this manner towards one who- had shown, by his daring, his self-hegii- 
tion, his devotion, by his success whenever success was possible, that lie had never des- 
paired of the safety of his country. It was not in this way that Rome treated her 
generals. Terentius Varro carried rashness to its extremo when he fought Hannibal yet, 
recognising the patriotism of his motives, Rome received Varro with applutlse.'” — " The 
■Indian Mutiny,” by Kaye and Malleson, volume III, page 345. 
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removed him from the command of the field force which had crossed the 
Ganges and was on. its way to Lucknow. Outram was appointed to the 
Dinapore Division to restore order in Bengal and Behar and secure 
the base of our operations. His authority was extended to the 
Cawnpore Division, because Allahabad in that division was the important 
strategical point to which all supplies of ammunition and stores were 
to be forwarded and on it all reinforcements were to be concentrated. 
Lord Canning wanted no break of authority from Calcutta to Lucknow. 
He had learnt from bitter experience that it was necessary in order 
to overcome the reluctance, fears and selfishness of the local powers to 
tear the reinforcements from their grasp and to push them on 
without delay to the support of Havelock’s force to appoint a strong 
man with full power and mthout break of authority/ With regard to 
Havelock his hopes at the time had been amply fulfilled. Havelock had 
fought his way to Cawnpore and had crossed the Ganges, and won two 
victories. The same day that Canning proposed to his colleagues the 
appointment of Outram, Lady Canning wote in her journal letter:— 
“Sunday, August 2nd. General Outram goes up to Dinapore on 
Thursday, and commands that and the Cawnpore Division.” At the close 
of the letter Lady Canning remarks : — " I was forgetting to say how 
brilliantly good old General Havelock goes on. He has fought the 
Lucknow force twice if not. three times and has taken three guns. In one 
battle his two thousand men (less I believe) drove thirteen thousand 
before them! and took twelve guns. Then he walked straight into. a 
walled town. Here I grieve to say he had some loss, but nothing to 
that of the enemy. We cannot spare these real heroes.” The foregoing 
testifies that on the day Lord Canning proposed the extension of 
Outram’s authority over the Cawnpore Division, there was no lack of 
confidence in Havelock at Government House, Three days after the 
appointment had appeared in the Gazette Sir Patrick Grant, the 
Commander-in-Chief, wrote to Havelock:—-" I leave. you to .the 
unfettered exercise of your o'wn judgment, assured that you will do 
whatever is best for the public service ; and God grant that you may 
be able to avert from Lucknow the frightful atrocities committed at 
Ca\vnpore.’ When that letter was -written Havelock’s return to 
Cawnpore was never anticipated. No mention is made of Outram’s 
appointment. The simple explanation of this silence seems to be that 
neither the Governor-General nor the Commander-imChief had any 
idea t^t it wouldinany way affect Havelock. It was most unfortunate 
that the first intimation of the appointment should have been conveyed 
to Havelock by a printed copy of the General Orders, But the painful 
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incident was due to a circumstance which cotild noTEaj^^heen ,fb^e^^, 

— Havelock’s return to Cawnpore.* | * V 2 n 

On the night of the 6th of Augus^ Outeani 'ieinba^pcj ’ onj-. 
board a river steamer bound for Allahaba'9;- h^:ij 

Mr. W. Ji Money, C.S., as his Private Secretaryj'-MehJeiiant^^'t^ll. < 
and Chamier as Aides-de-Camp, and Robert Napier oT ’the.'Eing^nMrs 
as his Military Secretary and Chief of the Staff. Napier’s experience Robert 
of war began with the eventful and momentous struggle called the , 
first Sutlej campaign. He commanded the Engineers at the battle 
of Moodkee where he had a horse killed under him. He was present 
at the great battle of Ferozeshah (21st December 1846), where he , 
also had a horse shot under him, and having joined the 31st 
Regiment of Foot he Avas severely wounded when storming the en- . 
trenched Sikh camp. But this did not prevent him from being present 
a few weeks later at the crowning victory of Sobraon (10th February 
1846). He was with Brigadier-General Wheeler as Commanding 
Engineer in the -force sent to reduce the hill fort of Kotie Kangra, 
and it was due to his extraordinary skill and energy that thirty-three 
guns and mortars dragged by elephants were taken over mountain paths 
and the surrender of the fort secured. In recognition of his splendid 
services in that campaign Napier received besides the medal and two 
clasps the special thanks of Government and was promoted Brevet- 
Major (3rd April 1846). At the earnest request of Herbert Edwardes he 
was sent to aid in the siege of Multan (1848), where he for some .time 
acted as Commanding Engineer and was wounded at the storming of 
the entrenched position. He was at the action of Surjkend and the, 
final storm and surrender of the rebellious fortress (23rd January 1849). 

.He was with Lord Gough at the battle of Gujrat and accompanied Sir 
Walter Raleigh Gilbert in his pursuit of the defeated Sikhs, and 
was present at the passage of the Jhelum, the surrender of the Sikh 
army and the surprise at Attock. He was again mentioned in 
despatches, received the war medal and two clasps and was promoted 
Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel (17th June 1849). The next three years 


Napier , 


* Regarding Sir James Outram’s appointment. Lord Canning wrote as follows to the 
Chairman of the Court of Directors There is no need of his services in Rajputana, and- 
I proposed to him to take the command of the two military divisions of Dinapore and 
Cawnp'ire, his first duty being to restore order in Bengal and Behar, for -which purpose 
Qvery European soldier not absolutely necessary for the peace of Calcutta and Barrackpore, 
would be at his. disposal. . He undertook the charge eagerly, and left Calcutta on ' his 
passage up the river on the 6th. For the moment everything must give way to the necessity 
of arresting rebellion or general disorder below Benares.” In another letter he remarked 
‘‘Outrara’s arrival was a God-send. There was not a man to whom I could with any 
- approach to confidence intrust the command in Bengal and the Central Pro-vinces.” — “ Life 
of Sir James -Outram,” by' Major-General Sir F. J. Gnldsmid, volume 11, page 196. 
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Napier was occupied in carrying out magnificent works of material 
improvement in the newlj^-acquired province. It was under his 
direction that the great highway from Lahore to Peshawar was con- 
structed, and canals which transformed deserts'into cultivated fields 
were begun and completed. New cantonments were planned and laid 
out : the frontier defences were strengthened, and to take part in 
frontier warfare Napier quitted for a short period his civil work. He 
commanded in December 1852 the light column in the first Black 
Mountain Hazara expedition, and in the following year he was also 
engaged in a similar expedition against the Bori clan of the jawadi 
Afridis in the Peshawar district. He received the special thanks of 
Government for his services and the medal and clasp, and was 
promoted Brevet-Colonel in the Army (28th November 1854). Two 
years after he was appointed at John Lawrence’s earnest request 
Chief Engineer of the Punjab. “ I am very glad, ” said John Lawrence 
on May 6th 1854, “ that the Governor-General has given Napier 
the Chief Engineership, He is a fine fellow, and there cannot be 
a question that he is the man who should get it.. The work he has 
done since annexation is enormous and would have killed many 
men.” * In April 1856 Napier became regimental Lieutenant-Colonel 
and the same autumn went on furlough to England. Sailing from 
England in May 1857 before news of the great revolt had reached 
home he arrived at Calcutta at the end of the month and was 
ofiSciating Chief Engineer of Bengal when he was nominated by Outram 
to be his Military Secretary and Chief of the Staff. ' A more gifted 
and safer adviser could not have been chosen. Daring and resolute he 
was also endowed with two quiet attributes which won him the warm 
confidence and unaffected attachment of men. . He had singular 
modesty ri.'! well as simplicity of character. His personal tastes were 
those rather of a student than of a soldier. He had a great love of 
art and of books — especially of poetry — but his vigorous mind ■ had 
been early drawn away from the ideal to the practical and he made 
himself a master of the science of the civil and military engineer, 
and acquired a sound knowledge of the business of war which had’ 
been improved by the practical skill only to be gained in the field. In 
after years when Outram was asked who. was the best soldier he had 
come in contact with, he replied without hesitation “ Eobert Napier.” • 

* " And years afterwards, -when the Abyssinian war was , in prospect, and John Lawrence 
•was ashed whom he would send as Commander in-Cliic£: — “So-and-so would do," he said, 
"pretty well; but if you want the thing thoroughly well done,’’ and lie doubtleS't thouglit, as 
he spoke, of the Grand Trunk Road and the Bari-Doab Canal, “go to Napier.’’— “ Life 
of John Lawrence," by R. Bosworth S'mith,'voIume I, page 404. 
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On the evening of the 15th of August Outram’s steamer anchored 
off Bhaugulpore where he landed to inspect the defensive preparations 
of Mr. Yule, the Commissioner, “ Avhich I found every thing I could 
desire.” He left shortly after daybreak on the 16th and arrived at 
Dinapore on the 19th where he found a panic prevailing — he learnt that 
the 90th Regiment, which had passed up the river four days before, had 
been recalled. “I immediately despatched an express to prohibit the 
return of the regiment but unfortunately it did not reach in time to 
stop the return vessels which came back yesterday evening and I 
regret to say with cholera on boai’d.” * Having made arrangements for 
the protection of the station and having ordered a detachment of 100 
men of the 90th Regiment which had been kept back here to rejoin 
the regiment f he proceeded on his voyage. From Dinapore Outram 
wrote a long letter, dated the 19bh of August, to the Governor- 
General in which he stated : — 

“ I propose taking on two guns of the battery here (leaving the 
mountain train for service in Behar, if necessary hereafter, for which I 
intended it), and also Major Eyre^s battery to Benares, which I intend, 
if practicable, to organize a column to advance to Lucknow through 
Jaunpore, between the Sye and Goomtee rivers, the only course now 
left by- which we can hope to relievo our garrison in Lucknow ; Gene- 
ral Havelock having again retired from the attempt, and recrossed the 
Ganges to Cawnpore, unable, I imagine, to cross the Sye in the face of 
the enemy, the bridge having been destroyed. In addition to the 
artillery above mentioned, I can only have the 5th Fusiliers and 90th 
- Regiment, so weakened by detachments as to amount together to less 
than 1,000 men, some of the Goorkhas, perhaps, and the Madras Regi- 
ment now on its way up the river ; but I hope to arrange with General 
Havelock to effect a junction with such troops as he can forward from 
Gawnpore, to cross the Ganges about Futtehpore, and pass the Sye near 
Rye Bareilly. My column having effected its way so far, would there 
prepare rafts (on inflated skins) by Avhich these reinforcements would 
cross the-Sye. We should then be in sufficient strength, I trust, to 
force oun Avay to Lucknow. 

On the next day, the 20th of August, Outram sent the following 
message to Sir Colin Campbell who had assumed the office of Com- 
mander-in-Chief in India : — “ Beg to refer to letter I yesterday addres- 
sed to Governor-General, stating manner in Avhich I puipose relieving 


* « The Indian Mutiny,” volume 11 , P”B° J O®’ 
t " The Indian Mutiny,” volumo II, pa s 1 90 and 
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Lucknow, (not prudenfc to entrust to telegraph) which would necessitate 
disembarking 6th and 90th Regiments at Benares instead of Allahabad. 
If not approved, Your Excellency’s orders by telegraph may reach 
me at Benares by the time these regiments can get there.” On 
the same day Havelock telegraphed from Cawnpore My force, 
which lost men in action, and has been assailed in the most awful way 
by cholera, is reduced to 700 in the field, exclusive of detachments 
which guard in entrenchments here, and keep open communication 
with Allahabad. I am threatened by a force of 5,000 men from 
Gwalior, with some twenty or thirty guns. I am ready to fight any- 
thing ; but the above are great odds, and a battle lost here would do 
the interest of the State much damage. I solicit Your Excellency to 
send me reinforcements. I can then assume the initiative, and march 
to Agra and Delhi wherever my services may be required. With 2,000 
British soldiers nothing could stand before me and my powerful 
artillery.- I shall soon have equipped eighteen guns, six of siege 
calibre ; but I want artillerymen and officers, and infantry soldiers.” 
This despatch had hardly gone forth when Havelock received a message 
from the Commander-in- Chief which brought him consolation in the 
darkest season of his career. Sir Colin Campbell telegraphed: — 
"The sustained energy, promptitude, and vigorous action by which 
your whole proceedings have been marked during the late difficult 
operations, deserve the highest praise, and it will be a most agreeable 
duty to me to make known to his Lordship, the Governor-General, the 
sense I entertain of the able manner in which you have carried out the 
instructions of General Sir Patrick Grant. I beg you to express to the' 
officers and men of the different corps under your command, the pride 
and satisfaction I have experienced in reading your reports of the 
intrepid valour they have displayed upon every occasion they have 
encountered the vastly superior numbers of the enemy, and how nobly 
they have maintained those qualities, for which the British soldiers have 
ever been distinguished— high courage and endurance. I entirely 
concur in the soundness of the view you have taken of your position in 
your telegraph of the 6th instant from Mungulwar, and of all the 
reasons which influenced you to defer for the present active operations.” * 
The next morning Havelock sent the following answer 

" I cannot express the gratification with which I have perused 
Your Excellency’s telegram of the 9th instant, which has just reached 
me. The approbation of my operations and views conveyed to me by 
so distinguished a soldier, more than repays me for the labours and 

• “ Life of Mojor-Gcncral Sir Henry Havelock,” by John Clark Marsh'man, page 372. 
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responsibilities of tAvo arduous oampaigns, undertaken of necessity, at a 
most unpropitious season ; ray soldiers, Avill as highly and deeply value 
Your Excellency’s commendation. I am for the present unable to give 
them shelter from the extreme inclemency of the weather, and the 
repose of which they stand in need ; but sickness continues in our, 
ranks — we lose men by cholera in the number of six daily. I will 
frankly make known to Tour Excellency my prospects for the future. 
If I can receive prompt reinforcements, so as to make up my force to 
2,000 or to 2,500 men, I can hold this place Avith a high hand ; protect 
my communications AAdth anything that comes against me ; and be ready 
to take a part,in active operations on the cessation of the rains. I may 
be attacked from GAvalior by the mutinous contingent, Avith 5,000 men 
and 30 guns, or by the Goorkhas which are assembling at Furruckabad 
under rebellious Nababs, which have also a formidable artillery ; but as 
they can partly unite, I can defeat either or both in fights ; but if rein- 
forcements cannot be sent me, I see no alternative but abandoning for a 
time the adA^antages I have gained in this part of India and retiring 
upon Allahabad, Avhere everything Avill be organised for a triumphant 
advance in the cold season.” 

Havelock only stated Avhat under certain contingencies must be 
inevitable. He could defeat the rebels in fight. But he could not 
supply the waste of a force Avhich cholera was destroying. If prompt 
reinforcements Avere not sent he saw no other alternative but Avithdrawal 
from CaAvnpore to Allahabad. He had no inclination to retire, he made 
no suggestion. “ I have endeavoiund,” he added, “ fully to state my 
case and must leave the decision of the important question inAnlved in 
it to Your Excellency. I do earnestly hope that you will be able to 
decide for prompt reinforcement.” And Colin Campbell acted Avith 
prompt celerity. That night, August the 23rd, he sent the folio Aving 
message to Outram : — " The force under General Havelock is reduced, 
by casualties on service, and by cholera, which has been and still rages 
in his camp, to 700 men in the field exclusive of detachments Avhich 
guard the entrenchment, and keep open the communication Avish 
Allahabad. He is threatened by a force of some 5,000 men, Avith some 
tAventy or thirty guns, from Gwalior, besides the Oudh Force. He 
says, he ‘ is ready to fight anything, but the above are great odds, and 
a battle lost would do the interest of the State infinite damage; I 
solicit reinforcements.’ His applications for assistance have been 
frequent, and, deeming his situation to demand immediate aid, I 
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ordered the 90th Regiment to be sent to him with all possible speed 
as also the detachment of the 5th Regiment which was on board the 
Benares steamer, if it could be spared. Pray send the 90th Regiment 
at once to his aid. I will write to you to-morrow.” 

Early next morning the Commander-in-Chief informed Havelock 
that he had on the 18th entreated Outram to send him without 
delay the 90th and also a detachment of the Fusiliers if the latter 
could be spared. He added: — “I despatched another telegram at 
11-45 P.M, on the 22nd instant (last night), repeating my entreaty 
to send you the 90th. I sent this telegram to Benares, as well as 
Dinapore." With the views expressed in Havelock’s appeal for rein- 
forcements Sir Colin expressed his entire concurrence. “ I agree in 
all that you say about your position, and from the moment of my 
arrival have felt your being made strong at Cawnpore to be of 
the first importance. The detention of this regiment, and other 
detachments, by the local authorities at different points, while on 
their way to Allahabad, I deeply regret. I have no artillery * * * * 
Captain Peel, Royal Navy, with 500 sailors and ten .8 -inch, guns 
with ammunition, &c., left this on the 20th for Allahabad.” 

The same day Sir Colin communicated to Outram a telegram he 
had just received from Havelock : — “ Mr. Tucker, Civil Commissioner at 
Benares, informs me that it is the intention of Sir James Outram 
to ascend the Gogra and relieve Lucknow by Fyzabad, and that 
Sir James desires my co-operation by making a demonstration of 
re-crossing the Ganges ; even to do more by, striving to regain 
my strong position of Mungulwar, or more nearly approaching 
Lucknow. But I must have fresh troops to enable me to do either 
of these." ^ The Commander-in-Chief went on to say : — “ Hope of 
co-operation from Genei’al Havelock is therefore not to be entertained. 
The march from Benares by the most direct road to Lucknow is a long 
one, some 150 miles, and the population through which you would pass 
hostile. Its great recommendation I presume to be that you would 
turn or rather come in rear of the many nullahs which, I am' told, 
interpose between Cawnpore and Lucknow, This would be an 

• “Now it must be clearly understood that the idea of taking this route was not 
Outram's at all but that of the Commissioner of Benares himself. The former (as we have- 
seen) had never approved or entertained this scheme and only warranted mention of it to 
General Havelock as a recommendation of Jlr. Tucker’s v'cntilated for tlie purpose of 
m ialeading the enemy.” — ” James Outram,” by Sir F. J. Goldsmid, c.n,, k.c.s.i., page 208. 
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important advantage. But if the force you propose to collect at Benares 
were to be moved by the river to Cawnpore and united to Havelock’s 
reduced numbers, do you think it would, be equal to force its -way over 
the nullahs, full of water at this season, on the road from the latter 
place to Lucknow ? By this route all encumbrances, such as sick, etc., 
would be left at the different stations or posts along the road, and the 
troops in being conveyed by steam would suffer less than if obliged 
to march and reach Cawnpore many days earlier, besides relieving 
Havelock’s anxiety about his post. In offering these remarks or 
suggestions to you, who are acquainted with the country, the people 
and the difficulties attending the movements you propose, it is not with 
any view to fetter your judgment or perfect freedom of action/’ 

On reaching Benares, August the 28th, Outram found Sir Colin’s Arrival o£ 

• 111. T t -It 1 T Outram at 

promised fetter. It began -with these words : — I am extremely happy Benares, 
and deem myself most fortunate to find myself associated with you on 
service, and to have the advantage of your able assistance in canying 
on the duty in which we are now engaged.” * After informing him 
that Havelock had stated that his force had been reduced to 700 men 
in the field exclusive of the detachments required to guard his 
entrenchments and keep open his communication with Allahabad he 
proceeded to state, word for word, the remarks and suggestions he had 
. made in his telegram regarding the relief of Lucknow by Jaunpore. 

Outram also received a telegram from the Governor-General endorsing 
the views of the Chief. Lord Canning, like Sir Colin, allowed Outram 
a free hand. “ But the road by Jaunpore may have advantages of 
which I am not aware ; and I am confident that your deliberate 
judgment will decide for the best. It is not probable that the relief 
of the Lucknow garrison will be facilitated by the abandonment of 
Cawnpore ; but if this be the case do not hesitate to abandon it. 

The political importance of it, and the cost of recovering it, are not to 
be weighed against the relief of Lucknow.” Outram had hoAvever 
already abandoned the project. At Ghazeepore he had received the 
Commander-in-Ghiefs telegram first informing him of the critical 
state of Havelock’s force, and a few hours after the receipt of the 
message he sent late at night the following answer : — “ Eeceived your 
message of the 22nd instant this evening. In accordance with these . 
orders, the 90th Regiment complete means three companies coming from 
Calcutta, and such portion of the 5th as I have collected, will be sent 


*From Sir Colin Campbell, Commander-in-Chief, to Major-General Sir- J. Outram 
Commanding the Cavpnpore and Dinapore Divisions. — ^“Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 200. 
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on by steamer to Allahabad, and thence pushed on by quickest means 
practicable. This prevents my carrjdng out any intended advance to the 
relief of Lucknow from Jaunpore or Bye Bareilly, as proposed in my 
letter to the Governor-General from Dinapore, dated 20th instant, 
no other European troops being available ; but the necessity for rein- 
forcing General Havelock seems imperative.” When Outram put fonvard 
the proposal to advance by Jaunpore he had been wrongly informed that 
the bridge over the Sye had been destroyed and he considered that its 
destruction rendered the Cawnpore route physically impracticable as 
a small force could not force the passage of the river against the rebel 
host. When he heard of Havelock’s critical condition being due to 
want of men he at once abandoned the scheme. 

From Benai'es Outram despatched a telegram to Havelock to the 
effect that he intended to push on at once with reinforcements to 
Allahabad and that on September the 5th he hoped to join him at 
Cawnpore, During the voyage Outram had been greatly distressed and 
annoyed at the idea of superseding Havelock and one day on board he 
said to his Military Secretary : — “ I know Avhat I will do. I will go in 
my political capacity.” This decision he communicated to Havelock in 
words befitting a goodly and gallant gentleman : — ‘‘ I shall join you 
with the reinforcements, but to you shall be left the glory of relieving 
Lucknow, for which you have already so nobly struggled. I shall 
accompany you only in my civil capacity as Commissioner placing my 
military services at your disposal, should you please to make use of me, 
serving under you as a volunteer. Encourage the Lucknow garrison 
to hold on. Spare no cost in effecting communication with Colonel 
Inglis.” * Outram made known the proposed arrangement to the 
Commander-in-Chief who communicated the matter to the Governor- 
General. Lord Canning expressed ‘ himself in the warmest terms of 
admiration ’ of ‘ the truly handsome and generous proposals reported,’ 
and Colin Campbell added ‘ God grant you may succeed.’ 

On the 1st of September Outram reached Allahabad. . On the 
8rd of September arrived the steamer and flat conveying Major. 
Eyre’s battery and a portion of the 5th Fusiliers, and on the next day 
the steamer containing the head-quarters pf the 90th. The 4th was 
occupied in landing and putting together the guns, with the morning 
the battery went forth with the first detachment towards Cawnpore. 
The force amounting in all to about 653 men and 20 ofScers f consisted 

' '■ JaiiifiB Outram,” by Major-General Sir F. J, Goldemid, c.b., K.c.s.r,, page 207. 
f ‘Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 211 
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besides Eyre’s artillery . and , two . S-inch howitzers of Her Majesty’s 
5th Fusiliers and . a few men of the 64th and 84th Regiments. The 
same night Outram left Allahabad with the 90th Regiment consisting 
of 28 officers and 646 men.* At the second stage he was joined 
by a company. of 87 rank, and file .from Benares. . On the fourth day 
definite information reached Outram that a party of 400 rebels intended 
only to be the advanced guard of a larger force had crossed over to 
the . right bank with four guns with the intention of cutting, off his 
communication with Allahabad and ravaging the country. He 
at once directed Major E3T'e to .proceed against them, taking 
100 Europeans from the 5th and 50 from the 64th Regiment, all 
mounted on elephants, with two guns. They were .to be joined at a 
neighbouring village by a squadron of the 12th Irregulars under 
Captain Johnson, j- “As Major Eyre commands the. party,” wrote 
Outram to Havelock, “ he will succeed if any one can in discomfiting 
thU . scoundrels.” And Eyre did succeed in discomfiting the rebels. 
After marching forty miles he came up at . daybreak with the enemy 
who fled precipitately to their boats about half a mile off. “ I ordered 
the cavalry under Captain Johnson and Lieutenant Havelock -to 
pursue them, and followed up myself, with all practicable speed, with 
the - infantry and guns. We found the cavahy had driven the 
enemy into their boats which were fastened to the shore and were 
maintaining a brisk fire on them from the bank above.J On the arrival 
of the detachments of Her Majesty’s 5th Fusiliers and 64th Foot 
under Captains Johnson § and Turner, the fire of our musketry into the 


.* Indian Mutiny,”, volume II, page 212. 

t “ They had hastened from Benares by forced- marches to overtake Sir James Outram, 
and when they joined Major Eyre had boon twenty-four hours in the saddle and required rest.” 

” Memoirs of Sir Henry Havelock,” by John Clark Marsbman, page 394. ' 

,“Itake this opportunity of mentioning that the detachment of the 12th Irregulars 
had already marched twenty-four miles when they received the sudden order to join me at 
Hulgaon, and although both men and horses had been a whole day without food they 
galloped on the whole way to meet jno, a distance of nine miles further, guided by that 
energetic officer. Lieutenant Dawson, of the * * * *, who also took a conspicuous part in 
their subsequent operations. — “Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 21,6. . 

X “ Lieutenant Johnson, with prompt decision and great judgment, dismounted the greater 
portion of his men, and by a continued carbine fire succeeded in preventing the removal of 
the boats till the European infantry- could come • up.” — " Memoirs of Sir Henry- Havelock,” 
by John Clark Marshman, page 394. 

§ He was severely wounded -in General Havelock’s relief- of Lucknow and died of Kis 
wounds. — “ Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 225. • . 

“My poor friend, the brave Captain Johnson, 5 th Fusiliers, is no more. Ho possessed all 
the elements that constitute a true soldier * * j icnew him from his boyhood. He held 

his first commission in the 60tb, where he was the object of much regard. Oh many occasions 
he performed far more than what mere duty required, till at length, in the prime and 
flower of .manhood, he died as became a soldier.”— “Journal of .an English .officer .in tlndiaj” 
by Major North, page 211. 
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densely crowded boats was most telling, but the enemy still defended 
themselves to the utmost, until the guns under Lieutenant Gordon 
opened fire, when the rebels instantly threw themselves, panic-strickenj 
into the river. A few only escaped. 

The rebels did not again attempt to molest Outram’s force and at 
dusk, September the, 15th, he arrived at Cawnpore, Havelock welcomed 
his former commander and old comrade in camp and field. It was 
natural that these men should be friends. Both were brave, resolute, 
energetic soldiers and their higher natures Avere of a kind Avhich envy 
could not dim nor jealousy tarnish. Life Avith Havelock had been 
a long battle Avith poverty and Avith men, and the wages of his labour 
had often been denied him. By the appointment of Outram it seemed 
as if he was to be once more deprived of his legitimate reAvard, but he 
made no complaint and. he did not alloAV it to affect the energetic 
discharge of his duty. Outram, however, had relieved the bitterness by 
informing him that he would not deprive' him of the honour and glory 
of the relief for which he had so vigorously striven, and the morning 
after his arrival the General Commanding the Division issued the 
folloAving order. It has often been printed but it cannot be too often 
read for there we find our nationality, our poetry : — 

" The important duty of relieving the garrison of LucknoAv had 
been first entrusted to Major-General Havelock, c.B., and Major-General 
Outram feels that it is due to this distinguished officer, and the 
strenuous and noble exertions Avhich he has already made to effect 
that object, that to him should accrue the honour of the achievement. 

“ Major-General Outram is confident that the great end for which 
General Havelock and his brave troops have so long and so gloriously 
fought, Avill now, under the blessing of Providence, be accomplished. 

" The Major-General, therefore, in gratitude for, and admiration of, ' 
the brilliant deeds of arms achieved by General Havelock and his 
gallant troops, Avill cheerfully Avaive his rank on the occasion, and will 
accompany the force to LucknoAv in his civil capacity — as Chief Com- 
missioner of Oudh — tendering his military services to General Havelock 
as a volunteer.” 

Havelock responded graciously : — “ Brigadier-General Havelock, 
in making knoAvn to the column the kind and generous determination 
of Major-General Sir James Outram, K.C.B., to leave to it the task of 
relieving. Lucknow, and of rescuing its gallant and enduring garrison, ■ 
has only to express his hope that the troops will strive, by their 
exemplary and gallant conduct in the field, to justify the confidence 
thus reposed in them.” 
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To confirm Outram^s temporary relinquishment of command is the 
formal purport of the following order, dated September 28th, but 
through it runs the fine spirit of Colin Campbell. 

“ Seldom, perhaps never, has it occurred to a Commander-in-Chief 
to publish and confirm such an order as the following one, proceeding 
from Major-General Sir James Outram, k.c.b, 

“ With such a reputation as Major-General Sir James Outr-am has 
won for himself, he can well afford to share glory and honour with 
others. But that does not lessen the value of the sacrifice he has made 
w'ith such disinterested generosity in favour of Brigadier-General 
Havelock, C.B., commanding the field force in Oudh. 

“ Concurring, as the Commander-in-Chief does, in everything stated 
in the just eulogy of the latter by Sir James Outram, his Excellency 
takes this opportunity of publicly testifying to the army his admiration 
for an act of self-sacrifice and generosity, on a point which, of all others, 
is dear to a real soldier. 

“ The confidence of Major-General Sir James Outram in Brigadier- 
General Havelock is indeed well justified. The energy, perseverance, 
and constancy of the Brigadier-General have never relaxed throughout 
a long series of arduous operations, in spite of scanty means, a numerous 
and trained enemy, and sickness in his camp. Never have troops 
shown greater or more enduring courage than those under the orders of 
Brigadier-General Havelock.” * 

* It vro 3 an act of self-sacrifico and generosity “ not only,” to use the words of Sir 
Colin Campbell, " in a point which, of all others, is dear to a soldier,” but it involved other 
substantial sacrifices. Outram “was already a o. c. n., and any additional reward must 
necessarily assume the form of a permanent title with a pension attached. He therefore 
believed he was irretrievably surrendering the certainty of a baronetcy and its accompani- 
ment. Further, it was understood that the treasure in the Residency, stated to be from 
23 to 32 lakhs of rupees, would, in accordance with precedent, be adjudged prize-money. 
He elected to receive the insignificant' share of a civilian volunteer, instead of the very 
substantial one of the General in actual command. Thus be deprived himself 'not only of 
all honours, but’ [we quote an allusion to the subject in a private letter of his own] 'of the 
only means of support for the declining years of a life the chequered vicissitudes of which 
have afforded no opportunity of making any provision for the requirements of age.’ If, in 
after years, the matter was mooted in his hearing, he was wont, as his custom was when his 
own good deeds were spoken of, to turn it off by some self-depreciatory remark] such as, 
' People have made too much of it.’ ' I had the chance of obtaining the highest object of 
my ambition, the Victoria Cross,’ and so on. But it is only fair to the memory of an unselfish 
man, now to make public what he only revealed in confidence. The surrender of the 
command was no mere chivalrous impulse, but a deliberate act of self-sacrifice.” — “Life of 
James Outram,” by Major-General Sir F. J. Goldsmid, volume TI, pages 221 and 222. 
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On the nighti of the 18 th the floating bridge across the Ganges 
was laid and the next day Havelock’s force again crossed to the Oudh 
bank of the Ganges. On the 20th of September Eyre’s heavy guns 
which had been covering the crossing and the rear-guard passed over. 
At daybreak the 21st September, in a deluge of rain, Havelock’s column 
again began its advance for the relief of Lucknow. A short distance 
from Mungalwar they found the enemy posted on the plain commanding 
the line of route. His right rested on a village and walled enclosure, 
which afforded good cover from the luxurious growth of standing corn 
that rose before it as a screen, while the drizzling rain enveloped it in 
haze. His centre and left was covered by a line of breastworks behind 
which six guns were posted. They immediately opened on our guns as 
they came up the road drawn, by elephants. Many of the detachment 
guarding them fell. One of the elephants had the lower part of its 
trunk carried away and swinging round rushed furiously through the 
battery.* His sagacious companions realising their danger refused to 
drag the guns any further, and all attempts to goad them forward were 
in vain. Bullocks had to take their place. After much confusion and - 
much delay, the guns, supported by the 5th Fusiliers, were deployed on 
and across the road and engaged the enemy in front. Havelock deter- 
mined again to adopt Frederick’s favourite movement. He sent his 
main force to the left, and the 90th Light Infantry in dashing style soon 
cleared the village and plantation. A well-timed advance in front, 
and the rebel line was in ruin. Barrow’s horsemen who had 
accompanied the turning column, furiously 'charged the retreating 
mass' and broke it again and again. Outram himself on his huge 
Australian horse was forward in the thick of the tumult — no sword 
in his hand, but a stout gold-topped Malacca known to our forefathers 
as ‘The Penang Lawyer,’ with which he whacked the fugitives. 
Outram and Barrow with his squadron behind in loose . order pressed 
forward in a whirl, A turn in the road disclosed right ahead a 
dense body of rallied rebels. “ Close up and take order,” shouted 
Barrow, and in a word they plunged forward and rode into the mass, 
sabring right and left : Outram’s naalacca in full play. Pursued and 
pursuers rolled pell-mell along the road to Busherutgunge, Two guns 

* “Memoirs of the Mutiny,” by Colonel F. C. Maude, v.c., c.B., and John W. Sberer, 
C.S.I., volume II, page 2B2. 

" Lately arrived from the Mauritius and in perfect training.” — “ Journal of an English 
officer in India,” by Major North, page 166. 
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behind an entrenclimeiit barred the wa3^ Barrow, his men following 
, him, rushed at the earthwork and over it, cut down the gunners 
and. captured .the guns. The rebels were pursued and sabred through 
the toAvn' till the great serai beyond was reached.’ A hundred and 
twenty killed, two guns, and the regimental colour of the 1st Bengal 
Native Infantry captured, attested the vigour of the pursuit. 

The troops bivouacked for the night at the serai. On the morning 
of the 22nd September the weather still being rainy the column 
again advanced. About 3 P.M. the Sye was reached, and great was the 
delight at discovering that the rebels in their precipitous flight had 
neglected to destroy the bridge over the wide stream. A mile in front 
of the .bridge the force was halted along the road, and a royal salute was 
hired in the hope that its welcome sound would reach the beleaguered 
garrison. But the wind was in the wrong direction. Here 'the, {troops 
rested for the night, as much rest as hungry men could get in a swamp 
with rain pouring down on them. 

At 8 AM. of the 23rd September Havelock’s force continued its 
march toAvards LucknoAV. The road lay through a wide sheet of Avater. 
Hor ten miles no rebel was seen. Then about 2 p.m., the cavalry dis- 
. covered the enemy three miles in front, his centre and right posted 
on some mounds, and his left resting on the Alumbagh, a gardeii house 
built by one of the princes of Oudh for his favourite Avife. Like all the 
garden homes erected by the J\Ioslem nobles, it was admirably adapted 
for defence, as a strong lofty Avail with turrets at each angle enclosed a 
garden about five hundred yards square, rich in floAver and shrub, Avith a 
fine house carved Avith the numerous quaint devices of oriental taste in 
the centre, a mosque adjoining, and numerous offices for followers. 

The enemy, whose line extended nearly two miles, had ten thousand 
trained troops and a great superiority in cavalry and artillery. No 
sooner had the head of our column come Avithin range than two of their 
guns fired straight down the road. The first shot knocked over three 
officers of the 90th. The ground Avas favourable to the enemy ; he was on 
a slightly elevated dry plateau, while the British troops Avere crowded on 
a road through a marsh, and OAving to the depth of the Avater it Avas im- 
possible to leaAm it. A short delay occurred oAving to the 1st Brigade 
having to be halted in order to let the 2nd Brigade pass it, and “ the 
..shot of the enemy^s guns told a good deal in our ranks.’^ The move- 
ment having been executed, the column again Avent forAvard, case shot 
raining all the time, till a bit of dry ground Avas discovered on the left 
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of the road. To reach ib a deep ditch full of ■water had to be crossed, 
and as ISTeill's horse plunged down he nearly fell.’’^ “ Whilst he did so," 
writes.Neni, “ a round shot grazed the horse’s quarters passing a fe^Y 
inches behind me.” On reaching the dry spot the brigades were deployed 
in front of the enemy, Neill’s forming the centre and left, whilst 
Hamilton’s was extended further to the left so as to overlap the enemy’s 
line. Olpherts’ battery and the volunteer cavalry sent to cover the move- 
ment of the latter brigade dashed up the road at full speed. Into the deep 
ditch they plunged down without a check, horses and drivers splashed 
and struggled in the water j yet the guns were landed on the other side. 

Forward at a gallop,” shouted Olpherts — Neill waved his helmet^ and a 
loud cheer was raised as the cannon swept by the first brigade — Eyre’s . 
heavy battery having come up^ soon silenced the enemy’s guns and 
dispersed their cavalry. Then the first brigade advanced^ and at the same 
time the 2nd turning attacked the rebels on the flank and their rout 
was complete. One of their guns, however, continued to bowl “ 9-jiounders 
at us for the last half hour down the road.” “ So at it I went, ” wrote 
Lieutenant Johnson, “with five and twenty men. Greatly to my relief, 
they never fired a shot as we came on ; and we took the gun without 
much difiSculty. We chopped up a few of the men, and , the rest 
ran away * * * . I lost one man killed and a few men and 

horses wounded : my own mare got a shot through the back.” f Thus 
tersely a British subaltern describes one of the finest acts of gallantry 
performed in a campaign famous for its brave deeds.J The enemy 
still held the Alumbagh, and two guns withdrawn from the field 


* " Lives of Indian Officers, ” by John William Kaye, volume II, page 401. 
t “Twelve Years of a Soldier’s Life.” From the Letters of Major W. T. Johnson of the 
Native Irregular Cavalry, page 172. 

J Marshman thus describes Johnson’s gallant actions; — " They - stood the shock of this 
heavy onlnance — so rarely seen in the field — only for'a ffew moments, and then broke up in 
confusion. Our troops and guns followed them as closely as the nature of the ground would 
permit. But one of their guns, planted on the road, and admirably served by the well-trained 
artillery — men of the Oudh force — stiU continued to send destruction among our troojis, when 
Lieutenant Johnson by an act of gallantry not 'surpassed in any action during this campaign, 
without waiting for orders, charged it with twenty troopers. .■£ his Irregular Cavalry, sabred the 
gunners, and silenced the gun. Finding himself unsupported a thousand yards in advance of 
the force, and the enemy keeping up a galling fire from neighbouring cover, bo was compelled 
to abandon it and retire 5 but the dread inspired by this dashing charg,, deterred the enemy 
from serving it again, and the troops were free from its molestation during their further 
advnnce.”— “Life of Sir Henry Havelock, K.c.n.,” by John Clark Marshman, pages 403 
and 404. 
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kept uji a brisk fire from the embrasures in the Avail. As every 
shot Avas telling, a Aving of the 5th Fusiliers Avhich Avas on the right 
of the line Avas ordered to clear the enclosure, and they stormed it in 
the most gallant Avay. On entering they hoAvever found that Captain 
Barton of the 78th, one of the flanking brigade, had almost simultane- 
ously with his comiiany found his way through the main gate. In about 
ten minutes every sepoy Avas thrust out of the Alumbagh ; BarroAA^ and 
Outram, accompanied b}' their few horsemen and Olpherts’ guns, pursued 
vigorously and chased the routed rebels almost to the Yellow House, 
close to the Char Bridge. Here they found the enemy strongly 
entrenched and fed Avith fresh troops from the city, and as night had 
set in Outram determined to Avithdraw the squadron. As he rode back 
a messenger brought him a despatch. When the pickets had been 
posted and the troops preparing to bhmuac for the night Avere drawn 
up' in Hue Outram told them the glad tidings —Delhi had been taken. 
And there Avas a peal of sound from the hearts and throats of the 
soldiers. That night as they lay in the AA^et fields there came through 
'the - volleying rain the boom of the heavy guns at Lucknow and they 
longed for the glorious day to folio av. 

The morn broke fine after the stormy night, and sore was the 
disappointment of the men to find that no advance Avas to be made till 
to-morroAV. The troops had been marching for tliree days, under a 
perfect deluge of rain, iiTegularly fed and badly housed in mud huts, and 
it Avas thought necessary to pitch the tents in order that they should 
have an opportunity of drying their garments and enjoying a day’s 
rest. The tents Avere pitched and the baggage massed in the rear. 
The men unsuspicious of danger had strolled aAvay, Avhen the enemy 
creeping round under cover of the trees and tall crops suddenly dashed 
forth shouting vociferously. “ This so terrified the drivers and other 
camj) folloAveiAS, that they hastily fled, abandoning the baggage. So 
simultaneous Avas their flight, and so ra2iid, that it resembled the sound 
of a rushing storm SAA^eeping over the plain, which Avas scattered Avith 
numerous unclad dusky forms, like figures of animated bronze.” * The 
soldiers of the 90th forming the baggage guard received the rebels Avith 
great gallantry, but lost some brave officers and men ; shooting doAvn, 
hoAvever, 25 of the troopers and putting the Avhoie bodj'- to flight. They 
Avere finally driven to a distance by two guns of Captain Olpherts’ 
battery. But over six heavy guns were unable to silence two of the 


* “The Journal of an English officer in India,” by Maior Nortli, page 1 79. 
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enemj^’s 9-pounders concealed in a thick wood near the Char Bridtre. 
“ Fired with double charges at a great elevation the balls ricochetted 
through the camp causing many casualties.” * 

The day was passed by Havelock and Outrara in maturing plans 
for the morrow. They had a choice of four routes by which to advance 
upon the Residency. The first by the Cawnpore Road to the Char 
Bridge, and thence direct through the heart of the city for a mile- 
and-a-half, to the Bailey Guard Gate. But the road was knoAvn to 
have been cut by trenches and crossed by palisades at short inter- 
vals, the houses also being all loopholed. ” Progress in this direction,” 
as Havelock stated, “ was impossible.” 

The second route was to force the Char Bridge, and then to turn to 
the right and advance by a circuitous lane along the .left bank of the 
canal till open ground was reached, then turn to the left and advance 
to the Residency by the plain between the Kaiser Bagh and the river. 

The third route was to avoid the direct road altogether, proceed at 
once from the Alumbagh to the right and continue advancing outside 
the canal till the Dilkoosha (Joy of the heart) Palace was reached, 
then turn to the left and crossing the canal by the bridge, strike the 
plain between the Kaiser Bagh and the river. • .. 

The fourth route was to proceed as in route three to the Dilkoosha* 
Palace and Park, seize it, and under cover of that strong position bridge 
the Goomtee. Then, after crossing the river, gain the Fyzabad' and 
Lucknow road at the Kokrail bridge and proceeding down it, seize the 
iron bridge and the Badshah Bagh, an enclosed palace and garden 
which offered an admirable defensive position. f 

'The fourth route along the northern bank of the Goomtoe was 
the one which best commended itself to Havelock. "I had brought up 
canal boats from Cawmpore/’ he WTote, ''intending to bridge the 
Goomtee, and coming round by its left bank to the north-west of the 
city to have seized the iron and stone bridges, thus placing myself on 
the enemy’s communications. I should have hoped from this plan great 
results. But it was doomed never to be tried.” J It Avas not tried, 
because after a reconnaissance made on the 24!th September Colonel 


* " >1en)oirs of Sir Henry Havelock,” by John Clark Slarslimon, jingo 407 . 
t “Lvck.iow ond Oudli in the Mutiny,” by Lieutoiiant-Gcnerul McLeod Irmea, v'.c, pni'cs 
218 and 219. > • '< 1 = 

“ Meuwirj of Sir Ilenrj' HaTclock,” by John Clark Mnrnimnn, page 406 . 

J Hid., page ICO. 
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Napier reported that the iucesgant rain had rendered the country 
impracticable for artillery. And Havelock was desirous 'of taking 
not only the light field pieces but the heavy guns with him.* 

It was therefore resolved to advance by the second route, that meant Detemin- 
to force the Char Bridge, turn to the right, half circle round the a^'^a},co\y 
city and establish themselves in the Fureed Buksh, a palace adjacent second 
to the Besidencyv It was arranged that the sick and wounded 
with the hospital, the baggage, and the food and ammunition 
reserves were to be left at the Alumbagh under the charge of Colonel 
MHntyre of the Y8th Highlanders, with six officers, forty- two non- 
commisioned officers, and two hundred and fifty men. The soldiers 
were directed to take sixty rounds of ammunition in their pouches ; 
an equal reserve per man was to be carried on camels. Havelock 
also succeeded in overcoming Outram’s objections to take Eyre’s 
24-pounders, j- The -Parole of the day w'as ‘ Patience."’ 

The, morning broke dull and gloomy. The rain had ceased, but Morning 
the sky was covered with low hanging clouds and the country had of 
been transformed into a veritable sea of mud." At 8 A.M. the column 
of attack was formed in front of the Alumbagh. '‘Toil, privation, 
and exposure had left traces on the,^ forms of our men, and yet daring, 
hope and energy seemed dej^icted on their countenances."’"’ Soon after 
Outram accompanied by his staff galloped up, and informed Havelock 
that ■ he" thought it ad^dsable to modify the plan resolved on the 
previous day. A map of the city rvas spread out on a table and as the 
two Generals were intently studjdng it a round shot hit the earth 
w'ithin a few 3'"ards of them and bounded over their heads. Then a 
loud thud was heard distinctly : a round shot had struck one of the 
gun bullocks fairly on the left ribs. “ A large dark slump swelled 
out on the poor beast’s white flank and in two or' three seconds it ^ 
quietly sank down and died."’^ Another beast took its place. To the 
soldiers eager to. go straight against the, rebels and fight by the 


* Sir Henry Havelock- .Allan ivrote ; — " My father was always of opinion that No. 4, ■vts., 
the trans-Goomtee route, was the one that ought to he followed, but he desired to take the heavy 
guns with us .” — " History of the Indian Mutiny,” by T. Rice Holmes, Appendix K. 

Mr. Marshman states: — “ It was reported that it would be impossible to move even the 
light fifth pieces across the country. ” 

t “He (Haveloch) always held a strong opinion on the question of heavy artillery, based 
on the m.mifcst. difficulties .which the want of it had entailed on N apoleon at Acre j on 
Wellington at Bui-gos; and on Lake at Bhurtporc. This view was fortified by bis own 
observation of the all but fatal result of having left the heavy guns at Candahar when the 
army marched to Ghuznee. He had, therefore, formed the fixed determination never to leave 
them behind him when there' migiit possibly bo occasion for their use.” — “ Life of 
Sir Henry Havelock, k.c.b., ” by John Clark Marshman, ]iage 421. 
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Kcsidency the conference between the two Generals seemed intermin- 
able. At length the welcome word “ Forward’” was gh^en. NeilPs 
brigade headed bj' two companies of the 5th Fusiliers in column 
of sections and Maude’s battery led the way. Outram rode by Maude’s 
side with the leading gun, followed by two of his staff, Chamier 
and Sitwell. No sooner had the brigade passed our advanced picquets 
than a murderous fire was poured on it from a double-storied house full 
of musqueteers and from the loopholed walls of the large surrounding 
gardens, from a battery on each flank, and from two guns “ which were 
loaded in the lane behind the Yellow House and then run out on the 
main road, carefull}’- laid, and admirably served.” At this moment 
there came the order to halt. The Fusiliers la}’’ in the ditch bn 
each side of the road to escape the storm,' and Maude’s guns were 
deplo 3 'ed and engaged the enemy. Round shot, grape and bullets went 
crashing through the trees which lined the road and struck many doivn_j^ 
Shot followed shot, and bullet after bullet was poured into the advanc- 
ing column. Outram ’s arm was shot through by a musket ball ; “ but he 
only smiled, and asked one of us to tie his handkerchief tightly above 
the wound.”* Then his Aide-de-Camp, Sitwell, received a similar wound. 
Almost at the same moment the Sergeant-Major of Maude^s battery had 
the whole of his stomach carried away by a round shot, “ He looked up 
to me for a moment with a piteous expression, but had only strength to 
utter two words ' Oh God ’ when he sank on the road.” Just then 
another round shot took off the leg high up the thigh of the next senior 
Sergeant, J ohn Kiernan, a splendid specimen of the Irish soldier. ' “ He 
was as true as steel.” Fast. as the men of the leading gun detachments 
fell, their places were taken bj’- volunteers from other guns. But soon 
there would be no men to fill the gaps. In this desperate situation 
JIaude asked Outram “ calm, cool and grave ” if they might again 
advance. But the order to halt had come from Havelock, and Outram 
did not care to alter it. Happily at this moment Major Battine, of 
the 2nd Dragoon Guards, Havelock’s galloper, once more made his 
appearance and gave the welcome order to advance.f “ Steadily and 


* “ Motnorios of tlio Slutinj',” by Colonel F. C. Maude, v.c., c.n., and John W. Shorer, 
C.S.I., volume II, page 292. 

t Lieutenant-Colonel Battine, who acted as galloper to Havelock, tells mo that it was he 
who brought it, as well as the original order to us to halt, and exjdains that the first was 
necessary bi'causo the rear of the column was not ready when we moved off. Considering that 
it was close upon 9 o’clock, and that we had been about three hours under arms, the delay 
seems a little difficult to uuderstaud.” — “ Memories of the Mutiny,” by Colonel F. C. Maude, 
V.C., c.n.. and Jolin W''. Shorer, c.s.i., volume II, page 292. ' ' ’ 
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-cheerily Maude pushed on ivith his brave men *’ * and the infantry drove 
the enemy on the surrounding gardens and the Yellow House.f On 
went the column till it was checked half a mile beyond the Yellow 
House by a sharp bend in the road. Two hundred yards in front flowed 
the canal. Straight before them was the Char Bridge. A battery of 
six guns, including a twenty-four pounder with a breastw’ork in front, 
. defended it on the Lucknow side. To the right and left of it were loft}'- 
houses loopholed and held by musketeers. Lieutenant Arnold with the 
skirmishers of the Madras Fusiliers was sent forward to hold the canal 
bank on the left of the road and check the fire that streamed from 
the houses. Outram' with the 5th Fusiliers went to the right to "clear 
the walled gardens from which the bridge derives its name, and to 
proceed on till he gained the high banks of the canal, whence he 
could bring a flanking fire to bear on the bridge. Two of Maude’s 
guns (there was no room for more) unlimbered at the bend of the 
road and replied to the rebel artillery. “ The first discharge from 
one of the enemy’s guns disabled one of Maude’s guns, the greater 
portion of the detachment serving it being killed or wounded.” Volun- 
teers were called for from the infantry and Private Jack Holmes of the 
84th was the first man to respond, and his example was followed by 
others.J The formidable fire of the enemy increased every moment 
and their musketry and artillery mowed down the men as fast as they 
took their places at the guns. For half an hour the unequal contest 
was maintained. The skirmishers were unable to keep down the 
enemy’s musketry. No sign of Outram. “ In this crisis, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fraser-Tytler, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- General to 
the Force, rode up and immediately proceeded to reconnoitre the 
position under a most heavy fire. Forming the opinion that the 
bridge might be carried by a bayonet charge, while as the enemy’s fire 
was evidently superior and further delay would not only be useless but 
would disperse the troops, he represented his views to Brigadier-General 
Neill and prevailed on that officer to allow the attempt to be made. 


* “Memoirs of Sir Henry Havelock,” by John Clark Marshman, page 412. 

t And then the walled enclosures on either side of the road from which the enemy’s 
infantry had been firing were cleared by our infantry, those on the right by the 5th Fusiliers 
and part of the 84tb, and those on the left and a village that we had now reached by the 
remainder of the 84th and 64th, but with considerable loss.— “ Lives of Indian Officers,” by 
J. W. Kaye, volume II, page 405. 

t “ Among whom were Lieutenants Pearson and Aitken.” — “Memories of the 
Mutiny,” by Colonel F, C. Maude, y.c., c.n., and John "W. Sherer, c.s.i., volume II, page 293. 

“The gallantry displayed by Private Holmes throughout the day caused me to recommend 
him for the Victoria Cross.” — General Fred A. Willis, c.n.. Times, March 23rd, 1890. 


Private 

Jack 

Holmes 


Lieu- 
tenant- 
Colonel 
Fraser- 
Tytler 
recon- 
noitres 
the posi- 
tion 



232 


IXTRODUCTION 


Corporal 

Jartpics 


The 

Chnr 

liriilge 

carried 


On receiving permission he carried the order io advance to ■ the 1st 
Madras Fusiliers and assisted in collecting the men who had been 
dispersed under cover of some huts for shelter/^ * At the welcome 
signal to advance Arnold, before the Fusiliers had time to collect, 
dashed on to the bridge with his skirmishers and a few men of the 84th. 
Havelock and Tytler spurred their horses and in a moment were by hia 
side. Torrents of grape shot and musket shot bursting out swept them 
away. Arnold fell hit through both thighs ; Tytler came down with his 
horse killed under him. Havelock and Corporal Jacques alone remained. 
“ They were the target for many muskets. ” “ We’ll soon have the 

beggars out of that, Sir, ” said the Corporal, as he stood by Havelock’s 
side, loading and firing as fast as he could. Havelock waved his sword 
and called on the rest to advance. Before the rebels had time to- 
reload, they leapt forward with a terrible shout, dashed across the 
bridge, cleared the breastwork, stormed the battery and bayoneted the 
gunners. The Char Bridge was won. 

At that moment Outram emerged from the Charbagh garden on 
the margin of the canal in time to see the capture of the guns.t The 
loopholed buildings near the bridge were stormed- and held, and the 
road made clear for the rest of the column. 

* " Fraser-Tjtler atCharJBagb (written by Havelouk-Allan),^’ Ittb August 1859. — ".Memo- 
ries of the Mutiny.” by Colonel P.C. Maude, v.c., c.b., and John W. Sberer, c.s.i., volume II, 
page 5G2. No mention is made in this paper of the ruse which H avelock-Allan says he practised’ 
on Neill to force the latter to give the order to advance. In a paper written two years after 
the event ho distinctly stated that it was Colonel Fraser-Tytlor who prevailed on Neill to 
allow the attempt to be made to carry the bridge by the bayonet, Lieutenant-Colonel Maude 
in a letter dated 20lh October 1859, wrote: — " On the 25th September 1857, on our entry into 
Lucknow your conduct from first to last was the theme of universal praise. In the early part 
of the day I remember you e.vposing yourself to a tremendous fire while rcconnoitring the 
enemy’s battery ; and I believe it was in consequence of your representations that General 
Neill ordered the celebrated charge of the Madras Fusiliers, in which you joined, and which 
indeed relieved me from a most unequal contest. I believe you liad a horse killed under you 
during the charge.” — "Memories of the Mutiny,” by Colonel F. C. JIaude, v.c,, c.n., and 
J, W. Sberer, c.s.i., volume II, pages 5C3-6-1. 

t Jlr. Marshman in his Jlemoira of Sir Henry Havelock vrritea that Sir James Outram 
was just in lime " to witness the charge of the Fusiliers,” And to the Fusiliers has hitherto been 
given the whole credit. General Frederick A. Willis, c.n., in a letter to the Times, dated 2.3rd 
Mareh 1800, however states : — " That General Outram when he came up complimented the 84th 
and Madras Fusiliers for the dash and gallantry they had displayed in the capture of these 
guns.” General Frederick Willis, when he was Captain Frederick Willis and .at the time com- 
manding the 84th Regiment, in a letter, dated Lncknow, 21st November 18.57, wrote .as 
follows M.audo worked his guns very bravely and steadily. I was in a native house when 
a gallant young Lance-Corporal came running up and said, ' Oh, Sir! the M.adrtis Fusiliers 
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On Tytler regaining his feet he became aware that two of 
the enemy’s guns behind the Yellow House were opening upon 
the bridge from our right rear. He promptly made his way through 
the brigade to General Havelock and reported to him on the advis- 
ability of their being immediately captured by infantry ; “ as from 
their situation, no artillery could be brought to bear upon them : and 
their fire was telling with fearful effect on the rear of our column and 
train of baggage, crowded in a narrow road between wall§.” * ’ The 
General directed him to order the nearest available regiment to take 
the guns. . The 90th were at hand and he guided them to the spot. 
The rebels were strongly posted, but headed by their gallant com- 
mander, Campbell,t with Tytler holding on by the mane of his horse, 
the 90th made a rush and took the two guns in the face of a heavy fire 
of grape. Olpherts who with conspicuous gallantry had assisted in their 
capture carried them off in triumph • attached to his spare limbers 
through a most galling cross-fire of musketry from the loopholes of 
neighbouring houses and walled gardens.^ For this act of gallantry 


(who had not as yet been in the front) are ordered up to spike, the battery. "We can’t 
let them go in front of the 84th.’ ' Certainly not/ I said, 'if you tvill collect eight or 
ten men, I •will go O'ver the bridge with you. We got some men, and os the Tusiliers 
came up wo all charged together. (This is not known, and it was thought the Madras 
Fusiliers were the only people first up. General Neill, though, knew some of the 84th 
were there, for he saw us start ; but, alas ! for me and the regiment, he was killed late in 
the evening, otherwise we should hove been particularly mentioned, for we fought all 
the day under his eyes). As we ' rushed into the road we received a shower of grape, 
which took five men on my right, and cut their legs right from under them. I was 
struck above the left knee and came down, but picked myself up, and finding no bones broken, 
rushed on for bare life, and we were all cheering like madmen, and that one round was the 
last the enemy fired from those guns : the battery was ours, and the Lance-Corporal shot down 
a gunner just as he was going to fire another gun. I have recommended him for distinguished 
conduct, and he has also got the Cross j be continually deserved it, for I never met a more 
untiring skirmisher, always in front, and always gallant.” — " Memories of the Mutiny,” 
by Colonel F. C. Maude, v.c., c.n. 

* Letter from Sir Henry Havelock-AIlan, Great Malvern, "Worcestershire, 14th August 
1859. — “Memories of the Mutiny,” by Colonel F. C. Maude, v.c., c.e., and John W, 
Sherer, c.s.i., volume II, page 562. 

t “ Colonel Campbell, commanding the 90th Light Infantry, had won his c.n. in the Crimea, 
and was a very intelligent and capable, as well as a brave officer. He was wounded, later 
in the day, by a ball below his knee, from which he afterwards died in the Residency.” — 
“Memories of Jthe Mutiny,” by Colonel F. C. Maude, v.c., c.b., and John IV. Sherer. c.s.i., 
volume II, page 299. 

J Extract from despatch by Brigadier Byre, commanding Artillery at Lucknow, between 
September 1857 and March 1858. 
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Olpherts received the yietoria Cross.* “ Bravery is a poor and insuffi- 
cient epithet to apply to a valour such as yours,” wrote Outram. 

The 78th Highlanders were told to hold the bridge and occupy 
the adjacent houses until all the troops and baggage had passed aud 
then to follow protecting the rear. The main column with Outram 
and Havelock at their head turned sharply to the right and advanced 
along the narrow lane skirting the canal. Ankle deep in slush they slowly 
proceeded and great was the difficulty in dragging the heavy guns over 
the soft ground. The wheels often sank deep in the ruts and Olpherts 
kept alive the spirits of the men as they did the tedious work of 
extricating them bj^ telling them “ The sound of your guns is music 
to the ladies at Lucknow.” f The column followed the sandy lanes 
by the canal until it debouched on the Dilkoosha road near the 32nd 
hospital. Leaving the 32nd barracks on the left they followed the 
road across the open country to the Secundra Bagh and thence, still 


- * Field Force Orders by Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., Commanding, 9th (14th ?) 
October 1857 

Brigadier-General Havelock, in virtue of the power delegated to him in General Orders, 
whilst he commanded the Allahabad Moveable Column and Oudh Field Force as separate 
bodies, has been pleased to award the Victoria Cross to the following officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and privates — 

1. Captain William Olpherts, Bengal Artillery, for highly distinguished conduct on the 
25th of September 1857, when the troops penetrated into the City of Lucknow, in having 
charged a battery of the enemy’s guns, at the head of a party of the 90th Light Infantry, in 
face of a heavy fire of grape, and afterwards returning, under n severe cross-fire of musketry, 
to bring limbers and horses to carry oS the captured ordnance, which he accomplished. 

Field Force Orders by Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., 17th October 1857; — 

1. In consequence of subsequent information laid before Brigadier-General Havelock, he 
is pleased to modify, as follows, paragraph 1 of Field Force Orders of the 9th inst->nt (sic). 
Order Books will be carefully corrected accordingly. 

Paragraph 1 of Field Force Orders, dated 9th October 1857.— Captain William Olpherts, 
Bengal Artillery, for highly distinguished conduct on the 25th September 1857, when the 
troops penetrated into the city of Lucknow, in having charged, on horseback, with Her 
Majesty’s 90th Light Infantry, when gallantly headed by Colonel Campbell, it captured 
two guns, in the face of a heavy fire of grape j and returned, under a severe cross-fire of 
musketry, to bring up limbers and horses to carry off the captured ordnance, which they 
accomplished. — “Memories of the Mutiny,” by Colonel F. C. Maude, v.c., c.n.', and J. W. 
Sherer, c.b.i., page 559. 

t “ We had stopped once or twice on our way round the outskirts to let the heavy guns 
close up, aud at one of those halts the General (Kefll) was repeatedly cheered by his men and 
the artillerymen, which made him very happy, and he laughed so when Captain Olpherts (who 
is a splendid officer) called out to his men, •• The sound of your guns is music to the ladies in 
Lucknow.’ ’’ — “Lives of Indian officers,” by John William Kaye, volume II, page 406. 
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clinging to the road which there makes a sharp angle to the left, 
they entered a walled passage in front of the pile of buildings 
surrounded by a lofty wall known by the name of Moti Mahal.* * * § 
The enemy had evidently been taken by surprise by the route adopted, 
because from the Char JBagh no serious opposition was made till the 
Moti Mahal was reached. Then the enemy plied them with grape shot 
from four guns posted in front of Cmsar’s Garden (Kaiser Bagh), the 
palace of the King of Oudh,*}* and musketry from the Khoorsheyd Munzil, 
the Palace of the Sun, a strongly built house distant a few hundred yards 
due north.| Two of the heavy guns under Major Eyre opened on 
the Kaiser Bagh battery and silenced it. The force halted and 
intelligence arrived that the 78th with the rear-guard were strongly 
pressed. A partj-^ was sent back to meet and guide them, but the 
day wore away and no evidence of their presence could be found. 
Then, about three, the Highlander§ were' seen moving along the road 
in front of the palaces on the left dank, and an order went forth that 
the forces ■without the wounded, baggage, and heavy guns was to start 
again. Leaving the Moti Mahal they went, concealed from the view 
of the enemy, along a narrow lane, and then through the grounds of 
Mr, Money’s house till they struck one of the main roads. As they 
emerged they were greeted by a lively artillery and musketry salute. 
A large massive gate near the King^s stable man-ed their advanco. 
For a time it resisted the efforts of Captain Olpherts, who was foremost 
■with the' men of his battery, to blow it open. “ At length it yielded 
to his endeavours and the insurgents who had been concealed within 
it were despatched,” The column pushed on under the rush of shells, 
shrapnel and bullets ; officers, men and horses fell faster and faster ; but , 
they bore onwards till a narrow passage leading to the Chuttur Munzil § 
brouglit them out of the jaws of death. Here they halted, sheltered 

* “ The Moti Mahal,” or' Pearl Palace, includes three buildings. The one which on 
account of the pearl shape of its dome gave the name tp the whole pile stands on the north of 
the enclosure. It was built by Saadut Ali Khan who was the first 'Vizier who received in 1819 
the title of King of Ondh from the British Government. The narrow passage is now a road 
and the wall has dropped. 

t “ Kaiser Bagh,” a stucco palace built by the last. King of Oudh. It was commenced 
in 1848 and completed in 1850. 

J It was the Mess-House of the 32nd.' 

§ Chuttur Munzil, or Umbrella house, so called from the gilt umbrellas (chuttura) or 
domes which crown the summit. It was built by Nasir-ud-deen (1827) for a seraglio, and it 
was surrounded by a strong high brick wall intended to secure the seclusion of the mates. 
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by the brick walls which lined the lane, and waited for the 'iSbh 
to join them. 

As long as the main column were in sight the 78th had been 
unmolested at the Char Bridge, and they employed themselves in 
throwing into the canal the guns which they had captured, , They were 
so occupied when the rebels suddenty came down the Cawnpore Hoad in 
force and attacked them. For three hours they were engaged in a 
destructive contest, for the enemy were posted in a little temple from 
which they poured a heavy musketry fire. Then the Highlanders could 
no longer stand long on the defensive, and they went forth with an 
irresistible rush and carried the shrine by storm. But the rebels, not 
to be beaten, brought up their field pieces and continued the fight for 
another hour. While this combat was in progress, all the rear with 
the companies of the 90th that formed its guard had crossed the bridge 
and marched on. 

The Highlanders had right well done the duty assigned to them. 
But, still eager for the fray, they again became the assailants and 
dashing forward they captured the guns, and running them to the 
canal hurled them also into the water. Then they set forth to join 
the column. But the last hour of fighting had caused them to lose. the 
touch of the main body, and when they emerged from the narrow lane by 
the canal all trace was lost. Here they found two roads. Instead of 
taking the one to the Secundra Bagh as the main body had done, they 
turned sharp to the left and entered the narrowstreetcalledHuzerutgunge. 
All at once the tall houses seemed a flame and a hail of bullets fell on 
them. Ensign Kerbey carrjnng the Queen’s colours was shot down. 
As he fell the colour was grasped by a bandsman named Glen, from 
whom it was taken by Sergeant Reid. A few paces further, and 
Sergeant Reid was struck. Assistant Surgeon Valentine iFMaster seized 
the colours and rushing forward joined his comrades as they pressed on 
returning the fire.* Above the ring of the musket and the rifle could be 
heard the roar of guns to the’ front and right. Louder grew the booming 
as the Highlanders advanced up the street. Then suddenly they burst 
into a wide open space and through the smoke they sa^v on their flank 
an entrenched battery in front of the great gateway of the Kaiser Bagh. 
It was hard at wmrk firing on the main column as they emerged from 
the narrow track between the Moti Mahal and the Mess-House. 
Forvardthe Highlandei's swept and stormed the battery. After spiking 


•"Havelock,” by Archibald Forbes, page 195 , 
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the largest gun they pressed on to the right till they joined Outram 
and Havelock opposite the engine house near where Bruce’s bridge 
now stands. 

The sun had set and the dark hour of night was coming swiftly 
ujjon them. Five hundred yards in front was the Bailey Guard, the 
goal of long toil and grievous labour, and Havelock and his men were < 
anxious to win it at once.* Outram more than fearless in battle, being 
familiar ^vith the ground foresaw the awful sacrifice of life the forcing 
of the narrow street would entail. He therefore suggested a halt of a 
few hours’ duration in order to enable the rear-guard with which were 
all the heavy guns, baggage, and wounded to come up. By that time 
he reasoned the Chuttur Munzil would be in their possession and fi’om 
that post the light artillery would have kept down the fire from the 
Kaiser Bagh, and the force could have worked their way to the Besi^ . 
dency by opening communication through the intervening palaces, “ in 
a less brilliant manner, it is true, but with comparatively little loss.” t 
At the same time he offered to show the way through the street, if 
Havelock preferred it. Havelock preferred it, and with the “ ultimate 
sanction ” of Outram he ordered the main body of the 78 bh Highlanders 
and Sikhs to advance, for they had, owing to having entered the, 

* “ The' opportunity to rest, though at first acceptable to tlie wearied soldiers soon became 
irksome, so great was their eagerness to reach our desired goal, the Buillie Guard. This was 
evident from the numerous murmurs amongst the mass of men now e.vposed to the enemy’s 
fire in several directions.” — “Journal of an English officer in India,” by Major North, 
page 198. 

,t Havelock in his official report states : — “Darkness was coming on and Sir James Outram 
at first proposed to halt ■within the courts of the Mebal for the night.” — " Indian Mutiny,” 
volume II, page 222. For Mehal Havelock no doubt meant the Chuttur Munzil. In a 
private letter written a few days after the relief Havelock writes : — “ Night was coming on, and 
Sir James was desirous of- halting and passing the dark hours in the palace of Furreed Bulsh. 
But I SO’ urgently: represented the importance of achieving at once a communication with the 
beleaguered garrison and restoring their confidence, that I prevailed.” — “Memoirs of Sir Henry 
Havelock,” by John Clark Marshman, page 426, The Furreed Buksh was in immediate juxta- • 
position to the Chuttur Munzil. When Havelock’s despatch was published, Outram wrote a 
letter to the Commander-in-Chief in which he stated: “I proposed a halt of only a few hours’ 
duration, in order to enable the rear-guard, with which were all om’. .heavy. guns, the baggage, 
and the doolies containing our wounded, to come up, by which time, the whole force would 
have occupied the Chuttur Munzil in security, which we were then holding, and from which 
we could have effected our way to the Residency by opening communication through the inter* , 
vening palaces ; in a less brilliant manner, it is true, hut vrith comparatively little loss ; at the 
same time offering to show the way through the street, if he preferred it.” “Indian Mutiny, 
volume II, Appendix C. 
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passage lasfc, become the head of the column. The lane led into a 
courtyard surrounded by flat-roofed houses with a lofty archway at 
the centre of the far end. As the troops entered the courtyard a 
heavy musketry was opened from the tops of the houses, and through 
loopholes in. the- parapet that ran along the top of the archway, 
“ This fire knocked down numbers of our poor soldiers ; and the fire that 
wegave inreturn Avas useless, as the sepoys Avere protected by the parapet 
that ran along the whole front of the flat-roofed houses ; - and the 
houses themselves had all the doorwaj^s on the-other side, so could not 
be entered from Avhere Ave Avere.” * General Nefll sat his horse near the 
archAvay giving orders, with consummate coolness, meant to prevent too 
hast^ a rush through the archway. One of the.’guns had not been got 
out of the lane.. He sent an officer back to see , Avhat was the reason 
of the delay V Ashe turned .his- head -to Avatch for its appearance a 
mutineer took a steady aim - at him. through a loophole in the archAvay, 
fired, and the bullet struck Neill on the head behind and a little above 
the . left ear. Then, like an ash that on the crest of a far-seen hill is' 
smitten Avith the- axe of bronze, even so he fell, and his body was brought 
to the ground,' as his frightened horse galloped towards the lane. 

On going through the archAvay Olpherts posted his gun, and the 
Highlanders and Sikhs led- by Outram-and Havelock pushed foiward 
toAvards the Residency. The guns of the enemy at the Kaiser Bagh 
smote them from the rear. Olpherts boldly ansAvered, but his one gun 
could not keep down their fire.f Many officers and men Avent doAvn. On 
reachicg the Khas Bazar the head of the column Avas met in front by 
a ' crushing fire. Then the Highlanders drove forAvard through the 
narrow street, heedless of the bullets poured' upon them from every 
AvindoAv and the missiles hurled on them from the flat roofs of the 
houses. They rushed in all their, eagerness beyond^ the turning that 
led to the Residency, Outram quickly, halted the leading companies 
and. ordered them to fall back. Then, placing himself at the head of 
the centre companies, he led them, folloAved by the rear companies and 
Brasycr’s Sikhs, doAvn the right path and they pressed straight onAAurds, 
slaying and being slain as they'AVent, till- they reached the Bailey Guard 
and the goal was Avon. 

* " Lives of Indian officers,” by John William Kaye, volume I, page 408. 

t Extract from a letter addressed by Sir James Outram to His Excellency the Commander- 
in-CUief, dated Alurobagh, 2nd January 1858.— ." Indian Mutiny," volume II, AppendLv C. 
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While the Highlanders and Sikhs were running the fiery gauntlet, 
the remainder of the column with the guns whose advance had been 
stopped by deep trenches cut across the street were being guided by 
Lieutenant Moorsom* by a comparatively sheltered street parallel to 
Outram’s route. After crossing the Paeen Bagh or Lower Garden, they 
went past the palaces till they reached the enemy’s battery near the 
Clock Tower. The rebels taken in reverse slung the guns round. “ At 
that moment, from the right hand corner, I saw the uninistakeable 
light of a porb-fire and the semicircle it described as it was lowered to 
the vent of a gun : so I was not surprised when a shower of case-shot 
came whistling in our faces, and I tried my best to get together a dozen 
men to charge the gun before they could re-load it. But the man 
who fired it, and I believe he was alone, disappeared in the darkness.” 
Through the abandoned Clock Tower the column marched straight to 
the Bailey Guard gate. Faint with heat and excessive toil, and many 
staggering under wounds, the soldiers threw themselves on the ground 
to rest while a portion of the barricade was being removed — “ the 
moon rising calm and bright above us, and looking down coldly on our 
entry when at length all obstacles were removed.” 

As the column was advancing Lieutenant Aitken of the 13th Native 
Infantry heard at the Bailey Guard the shouts of our men and sallied 
forth with a party of his sepoys to meet them. At the batter}’’ they 
met. The soldiers in the excitement of the moment unfortunately 
mistook the sepoys for rebels and bayoneted three of them. It is all 
for the cause, said a heroic sepoy to his comrades, as his life blood 
flowed away. Lieutenant Aitken proceeding on with his men occupied 
the face buildings and the enclosures of the Tehree Xothee, Here and 
in the short street from the Paeen Bagh many of the force and some of 


* Lieutenant William Moorsom " had conducted o successful survey of the city in 
1856 and had executed an admirable map of a large portion of the city immediately 
surrounding the Residency, Including the palaces of Furreed Bnksh, &c., and part of the . 
suburbs in that direction. It is from the survey made by him that all the*plans had 
been derived which were of such essential service througliout the siege and during the 
mutiny operations” ♦ * * "Happening to be in Calcutta at the time when General 
Havelock was forming his staff, Lieutenant Moorsom was placed upon it. j and having most 
fortunately preserved rough copies of his survey he was able greatly to assist the General’s 
operations by means of them, as well as by his own personal knowledge of the city. It was 
thus that he was able to guide in through the palaces the second column of Havelock's army 
and afterwards to lead the way when further operations in the palaces were necessary.” — " The 
Mutinies in Oudh,” by Martin Richard Gubbins, page 338. 
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the guns remained till morning. During the night Lieutenant Johnson 
accompanied by his friend. Dr. Greenhow, and half of , his troop of 
Irregular Cavalry went out in ^search of the wounded. Thej’- found a 
number who were brought in on the horses led by Johnson'’s troopers 
and Avere saved by. this act ■ of daring gallantry and devotion from the 
fate Avhich befell many of their comrades. 

The majority of the wounded, the heavy guns, and a large number 
of ammunition wagons Avere Avith Colonel Campbell and his small 
party of the." 90th nob exceeding 100 men, who had been left in the 
walled passage "in. front of the Moti Munzil Palace. On the evening 
of the 25th he sent Avord that heAvas invested by the enemy and 
could not advance without reinforcements. .The folloAving morning a 
detachment of 250 men . under command of Major Simmons, 5th 
Fusiliers, and ipart of . the Silchs under Captain Brasyer were sent to 
reinforce him. They occupied Martin’s house and garden * betAveen 
Colonel Campbell’s position and the Palace, .‘but as they Avere unable 
to.move from that position. Colonel Napier received orders to proceed 
to their assistance Avith 100 men of Her Majesty’s 78th under Colonel 
Sbisted and two guns of Captain Olpherts’ battery and Captain 
H'ardinge’s sowars. “Captain. Olpherts,” Napier Avrites, “strongly 
objected to his guns being taken and -.on considering the reason that he 
offered I took it upon myself to dispense Avith them, merely taking spare 
bullocks,” Olpherts accompanied the party as a volunteer. Guided by 
.'Eavanagh, .a civilian, well acquainted with the locality, Napier led 
the’ party by one of the side outlets of the Palaces along the river 
bank to Major Simmons’ position under, a smart fire of the enemy. A 
. further reinforcement of some men of the 32nd under Captain LoAve, 
some Sikhs and 50 of the 7Sth also reached them. “ We had an 
uncommonly unpleasant day of it,” vrrote Captain LoAve. They had got 
‘ jammed up in a road betAveen tAvo Avails, and were exposed to fire 
. whenever anyone shoAved himself ; and round shot were being sent 

jg — — — 1 - 

•' • * "As -we gradually emerged from the cover of the palace - of the Terad (Furhut) Buksh 

we had to cross a nullah up to the waist under a very heavy fire, some being killed and 
wounded before we entered a house just on the other side, and called by the name of Martin's 

house j two poor Sikhs had their legs just bowled off as we were entering the house.-’' 

"Havelock’s Indian Campaign,’’ Calcutta Jieview, volume XXXII, page 39. 




BAILLIE GUARD GATE, LUCKNOW, 1857 
Showing the Clock Tower and the Khas Bazar, the street up which the relieving army marched 
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into the house our men were put into for the day. What rendered it 
more mortifying was that the brutes fired at us out of our old mess-housh 
and my quarters.^'* Owing to the strong musketry fire it was 
impossible to move the guns during the day. One of the 24-pounders 
which had been used against the enemy the previous day was left in a 
most exposed position. When it grew dark Private Duffy, acting under 
the directions of Olpherts, crept out unobserved by the enemy and 
succeeded in attaching two drag ropes to the trail of the gun. They 
were fastened to the limbers, the bullocks were yoked, and the gun 
was fortunately drawn in. Whilst aiding in the operation Captain 
Grump, a quick and daring soldier of great intellectual power, was 
killed. To Private Duffy was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

Under cover of the night the hospital aud reserve ammunition 
were quickly and safely transported along the river bank to the entrench- 
ment by a path practicable for camels and doolies, but quite impracticable 
for guns.f At 3 A.M. the whole force proceeded undiscovered through 
the enemy’s posts, until the leading division had reached the outskirts 
of the grounds of the Chuttur Munzil ; the heavy guns and wagons were 
safely parked in a garden, which Napier had reconnoitred the previous 
day. But this had hardly been done when a body of sepoys were 
discovered in an adjacent garden within the Chuttur Munzil enclosures 
by some men of the 90th, 5th Fusiliei’s, and 32nd, “ who gallantly 
charged in, led by Colonel Purnell, 90th, and Captain McCabe, 32nd, 
and almost annihilated them, securing the garden itself as the rear of 
our position.” A continuous position along the rear was secured. In 
the morning 150 men of the 32nd under Captain Lowe had been sent 
to clear the Captain’s Bazaar and adjoining posts occupied by the 
enemy. The party was in three divisions — the first, under Captain 
Bassano, on the right ; the second, in reserve, under Captain Hughes,- 
57th Native Infantry, attached to the regiment ; and the third under 


* All that afternoon and night the shot and musketry were flying about like hail, while 
from a 32-pounder on the other side of the river shot were coming in with frightful precision, 
generally striking the wooden rafters of the house and sending splinters of wood here and 
there, frightfully wounding our brave but' for the time helpless men .” — Calcutta Review, 
volume XXXII, pages 39-40. 

t “ Captain Hardinge made several journeys to bring up fresh doolies until every sick and 
wounded man was* removed. He also took away the camels laden with Enfield arhmunition.’* 
From Colonel R. Napier, Military Secretary to Major-General Sir .Tames Outram, g.c.b., 
Commanding the Forces, dated Lucknow, Ifith October 1857. 
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Lieutenant Lawrence. The first two advanced under cover of the 
thick hushes between our trenches and the road, while the third came 
out through Innes^ post. ■ The enemy being taken quite by surprise 
fled precipitately to the river and were nearly all shot or drowned in 
endeavouring to swim across the stream. Lawrence then led his party 
towards the iron bridge, and owing to the distinguished bravery 
of Corporal Samuel Cole and Private Michael Power succeeded in 
capturing a 9-pounder gun just as a second round of gi-ape was about 
to be fired at them.* ** Eeturning with the gun Lawrence joined Lowe 
and then proceeded to the Gaptain'’s Bazaar and while doing so captured 
an 18-pounder gun. Lowe then proceeded to the Tehree Kothee 
with part of his men and finding it unoccupied pushed on to the 
Furhut Buksh palace where he found Aitken’s detachment. Therefore, 
when Napier’s men established themselves in the enclosure of the 
Chutter Munzil the communication between that palace and the 
Residency on the river face was virtually complete and measures were 
immediately taken to open a road for the guns tlirough the Chuttur 
Munzil. 

Unhappily a single grave misadventure marred the complete 
success of the operations of the day. Mr. Bensley Thornhill of the 
Civil Service had in the morning volunteered to go out and bring in his 
cousin, Lieutenant Havelock, and the rest of the wounded. As he was 
well acquainted with Lucknow, his offer was accepted. He jn'oceeded 
safely along the river banlc to the Moti Munzil. On his return he 
missed his way and guided the bearers of the doolies containing 
the wounded, with the escort, into the square where Neill fell.f 
The moment they entered a murderous fire of musketry was poured 
upon them from the houses. Through the archway they rushed 
into the street. They were met by a more murderous fire. ' From 
a lofty building opposite the rebels plied them wdth such volleys of 
musketry that soldiers and beai’ers were swiftly mowed down. "They 
then fired upon us within a few paces so that their bullets would tear 
through several men.’^ Staggered by this double fire in front and 


• Captain Hughes later in the day "led n party again towards the iron bridge, and killing 
a great number of the enemy in the houses about spiked two large mortars which, however, 
he was unable to bring away. He was. as I regret to say, dangerously wounded whilst forcing a 
door of a house. As the party retired they blew up a large magazine of the enemy’s powder.” 

** Indian Mutiny/’ volume 11, page 27C- 
+ It is notv called '^Dooley Square ” 
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rear the bearers threw down their loads and fled. The insurgents 
dashed forward then and speedily cut the wounded to pieces. One 
dooley containing Lieutenant Havelock and a wounded soldier of the 
78th went on. Private Henry Ward insisted on it. He remained 
by its side and vowed he would shoot the first man who abandoned 
the litter. The brave deed did not go unrewarded and the Victoria 
Cross was bestowed on Private Henry Ward. 

No sooner did Thornhill discover his grave en’or than he rushed 
'back through the archway to try and turn the rear doolies, A ball 
broke in pieces his arm, another grazed his temple. The doolies which 
happily had not entered the courtyard turned back and reached the 
Eesidency. But about thirty or forty were left in the street and in the 
square. A body of nine sound men, two wounded officers, and three 
wounded' soldiers rushing in the tumult through an open door found 
themselves in a small house and were swiftly cut off by the enemy who 
kept a brisk fire on the doorway. It was returned by Private McM.anus 
of the 5th Fusiliers. ■ The steps outside the doorway being partially shel- 
tered by a pillar, he for half-an-hour briskly returned their fire. “ He 
killed numbers of' them ; and the fear of his intrepidity was so great, 
that he bad at last often only to raise his piece to cause all the enemy 
to stoop and leap their loopholes.” Their number grew greater and' 
greater and closer and closer they advanced, pouring forth torrents of 
abuse and taunts, “ Why do you not come out into the street ?” they 
cried. Their leader called on his men to rush forward, as there were only 
three -men in the house. “ To undeceive them, we gave a loud cheer, 
wounded and all joining. We barricaded the doorway partly with 
lumber, which we found in the house, partly with sand-bags, to obtain 
which we stripped the dead natives close about the door of their waist- 
cloths, The bodies of these natives about the doorway aiso offered an 
impediment to their making a rush on us. From their position at this 
time the mutineers could fire freely on our doolies in the square." In 
one of the doolies lay Captain Arnold of the Madras Fusiliers. Private 
Ryan was sorely distressed at the cruel fate that awaited one of his 
officers and he called for a volunteer to assist him in removing him. . 
McManus had been wounded but he instantly came forward. The 
barricade was removed. The two rushed across the gateway through 
the deadly fire into the square. They tried to lift the dooley but found- 
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it beyond their strength. They then took Arnold out of the litter and 
carried him to the house. “ The ground was torn by musket-balls about 
them, but they effected their return in safety, though Captain Arnold 
received a second Avouhd through the thigh while in their arms. A 
wounded soldier was also brought in, in this way, and he also, poor 
fellow, received two mortal wounds while being carried in ; the men 
who carried them miraculously escaping.^^ 

An hour passed and three out of the nine had received wounds 
which disabled them. Private Hollowell of the 78th was unshaken. He 
besought his comrades not to lose heart as he continued diring on the 
foe. The moment the I’ebels left their shelter to make a rush, he with 
unerring aim brought down one of them and they scuttled back. 
Again they came out and he laid low their leader. “ He was quite an 
old man dressed in white, with a red ' cummerbund ’ (waistband) and 
armed with sword and shield." Then the noise in the street ceased. 
A quarter of an hour passed, not a shot', broke the stillness. Then a dull 
rolling noise in the street w'as heard. It sounded as if the enemy were 
bringing down a gun. It turned out to be a screen on Avheels “ against 
which at the distance of a few yards a Minie rifle had no effect." They 
rolled it against the door, and then proceeded to mount the roof, scrape 
through the plaster, and throw quantities of lighted straAV into the 
room. It was quickly filled Avith volumes of stifling smoke and set 
ablaze. “ Thus situated we knew not what to do. Numerous plans were 
suggested and abandoned. At last Ave raised the three most helpless 
among the Avounded and dragging them after us rushed from the 
back-door which led into the square." They reached a shed on the 
north side of the square. During the rush Lieutenant SAvanson of the 
78th received a second Avound of which he died. The party noAV consisted 
of Dr. A. 0. Home, of Her Majesty’s 90th Regiment, and six men 
capable of using arms ; four of the AVOunded were “ capable of standing 
sentry.^’ The first house in which they took shelter commanded the 
archway and they Avere able to prevent the rebels from entering the 
square and murdering the wounded. But noAv ^they Avere no longer 
able to protect them and the rebels rushing into the square butchered 
them. After the bloody work AA^as over the enemy again opened fire on 
them through the door\A’ays and numerous loopholes in the AA'alls. 
They dug holes in the roof of the shed and fired 'doAvn on them. To 
escape instaut death' the few survivors broke through a mud Avail 
into a courtyard on the north side, “where we providentially found two 
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pots of watei’.'^ They were soon discovered by the enemy and driven 
back into the shed. Darkness had now fallen. The enemy ceased 
firing but their footstej)s could be heard as they paced backwards and 
forwards on the roof over their heads. The dead bodies of sepoys 
lay mingled among the living and wounded, " some of them delirious.’’"’ 
Brief was the respite allowed them for repose, a repose broken 
by the frequent alarm that “ the enemy was approaching.” And then 
they again sank “ to sleep from exhaustion," About 2 a.m. they 
were roused by the sound of heavy firing near them and the rush 
of the enemy over their heads. Relief had come at last. Instantly 
the cry arose “ Europeans,” “ Europeans !” They then gave one loud 
cheer and shouted “ Charge them ! " “ Charge them ! " “ Keep on 

3 "our right.” The filing suddenly ceased. The last gjeam of hope 
vanished away. To attempt to carry away the wounded was hopeless. 
They resigned themselves to their fate. Dawn broke. Soon after 
thejf heard firing in the distance. “ This time it had no effect upon 
us.'” Nearer and nearer it approached. Then Ryan suddenly jumping 
up, shouted : ” Och boys ! them’s our own chaps ! ” “ We then all 

jumped up and united in a cheer, and kept shouting to keep on their 
right. At the same time we fired at the loopholes from which 
the enemy Avere firing. In about three minutes we saw Captain 
Moorsom appear at the entrance hole of the shed and beckoning to 
him he entered, and then by his admirable arrangements we Avere all 
brought off safely, and soon after reached the palace Avith the rear- 
guard of the 90th Regiment.” - 

This Avas the last event in Avhat is knoAvn in histoiy as the First 
Relief of LucknoAV. The Bringing in of the Avounded and the heavy 
guns greatly increased the severity of the losses. In his despatch, 
dated the 30th of September, Havelock Avrote : — “ The killed, Avounded 
and missing, the latter being Avounded soldiers Avho, I much fear — some, 
or all have fallen into the hands of a merciless foe ■}■ — amounted up to 
the evening of the 26th to 535 officers and men.” Of this number 31 
officers and 504 men had been killed or Avounded in the advance from 
Alumbagh and 207 had been killed outright during the six days 

• “ Account given by Dr. A..C. Home, of Her Majesty’s 90th Regiment, of the defence 
made by a party belonging to .the escort which accompanied the doolies and wounded on the 
2Gth September.” — "The Mutinies in Oudh,” by Martin Richard Gubbins, page 323. 

+ All the missing were of course killed. Outram put the rear-guard casualties at 61 
killed and 77 missing. 
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of continual fighting that followed the crossing 'of the Ganges* The 
loss in officers killed and wounded was specially serious. Colonel 
Tytler and Lieutenant Havelock Avere severely wounded: Coloiiel 
Campbell, in Command of' the 90th, was shot in the leg and died after 
suffering amputation of the limb. “ For promptitude and vigour of 
action, cool judgment and impetuous bravery he was pre-eminent.” 
Major Cooper, Brigadier Commanding Artillery, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bazeley, a volunteer with the force, were killed. Captain Pakenham of 
the 84th, an able officer and devoted soldier, was shot dead, as he was 
cheering his men on, Avhen entering the city. “ Of him it might with 
truth be said that he ‘ foremost fighting. fell.' ’’ Many noble soldiers fell 
that daj^ But the bravest of the brave was Neill. He had during his 
short but active career in Bengal, “ made himself,” as Lord Canning 
Avrote, “ conspicuous as an intelligent, prompt and gallant soldier, 
ready of i-esource and stout of heart.” But a far finer testimony than 
any a Governor-General could pen remains of his AAmrth and bears 
Avitness to the devotion of the men to their favourite commander, A 
soldier of the 78th Highlanders wrote on September 28th to his 
brother : " And here, Avhen success had croAvned our efforts, shocking to 
relate, our brave General Neill fell. He Avas an honour to the country, 
and the idol of the British Army.” 

Success AA'^as bought at a heavy sacrifice of life. But Havelock’s 
veterans enjoyed something even greater than the glory of victor3\ 
They had the proud consciousness of having by their indomitable 
spirit baffled the strength of a highl}^ disciplined army, and of 
haAung deliA’-ered from Meath a host of Avomen and children. “Rarely 
has a commander," Avrote Lord Canning; “ been so fortunate as .to 
relieve by his success so many aching hearts, or to reap so rich a 
reAvard of gratitude as Avill desei’A’-edly be offered to Brigadier-General 
Havelock and his gallant band, Avherever their triumph shall become 
knoAvn.” The story of their triumph is Avell knoAvn Avherever our 
English is spoken, and the more its history be examined the more Avill 
it be seen to be one of the most sublime episodes in our national 
history. The nature of the British soldier was then seen at its A'^eiy 
best. 

The wasted garrison in the Residency entrenchment had noAA^ been 
reinforced by more than tAvo thousand men, but neither their danger’s 

• “ A Lecture on the Relief of Lucknotv,” by General Sir Henry Norman, o.c.n. 
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nor their privations were at an end. With the increase in troops the 
circuit of the position had to be enlarged. On the 26th of September 
Outram assumed command of the forces, and on the 27th September 
the palaces extending along the lines of the river from the Residency 
to near the Kaiser Bagh, were occupied by our troops. These palaces, 
as mere shelter, gave excellent accommodation, as a military position 
they had great disadvantages. The northern face was well protected 
by the River Goomtee, but the east and the south-east faces were 
surrounded by buildings and in contact with the city. “ The position 
was too extensive for our force, nearly all of which was occupied in 
guarding it; but it was susceptible of no reduction, so that most 
desirable as it was that we should have occupied some of the interior, 
buildings as flanking defences, we were unable to do so, but were 
obliged to confine ourselves to the palaces and gardens and to erect 
precautionary defences against any means of annoyance the enemy 
could devise.” * 

At 2 P.H. on September 27th, the Madras Fusiliers wei*e ordered 
to parade for a sortie under command of Major Stephenson of the 
same regiment, for the purpose of capturing the Garden Battery 
opposite to our Cawnpore battery. A few men of Her Majesty^s 32Dd, 
under Lieutenant Warne, 7th Bengal Cavalry, Captain Kemble, 41st 
Bengal Infantry, Lieutenant Anderson, Bengal Engineers, and Lieuten- 
ant Mecham, 27th kladras Native Infantry, accompanied the jiarty. 
Some artillerymen under the command of Captain Evans, to explode the 
guns, and two sepoys of the 13th Native Infantry under the order of 
Lieutenant McLeod Innes with picks to help in knocking down obstacles 
should it be necessary also accompanied them. The iiarty proceeded 
through the Tehree Kotee across the road in rear of the Clock Tower 
and then took ground to the right. Immediately they had crossed the 
road they became exposed to the enemy’s fire from a large house. It 
was attacked, but instead of being taken possession of, it was merely 
passed through. On debouching from the house the party found 
themselves on the road in front of an embrasure with a gun in it 
which poured forth grape. Headed by Major Stephenson, the soldiers 
rushed in and the enemy abandoned the gun. As the bursting party 
had not come up. Captain Evans was . compelled merely to siiike it. 
Meanwhile a party under Captain Fraser proceeded to reconnoitre a 
little further, when they came on another battery of the enemy 
consisting of a 24-pounder and an I8-pounder gun. These two were 
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abandoned and Sergeant Lidstei-, Madras Fusiliers, spiked the former 
and Corporal Dowling the latter, “ being at the same time under a most 
heavy fire from the enemy.” * From all around the enemy poured upon 
them their missiles, and Captain Fraser sent back to Major Stephenson 
to say he required a reinforcement. On this Captain Gahvay proceeded 
with a few men to the spot. He found that owing to the number of the 
enemy it was impossible to hold the position. He returned and reported 
this to Major Stephenson, who ordered the party to retire on the main 
body. “ One of the Madras Fusiliers sergeants being badly wounded, 
Captain Galway, Lieutenant Mecham, 27th Madras Native Infantry, 
Private Smith, Her Majesty^s 32nd, and myself,” writes Lieutenant 
Warner, “ with great difficulty managed to get him back to the main 
body. This private was, I regret to say, killed in the retreat.” f Major 
Stephenson then ordered us to retreat, “ which was done by the same 
route by Avhich we had advanced. During the retreat, we were exposed 
to a heavy fire from the houses. The conduct of Corporal Cooney and 
Private Smith of the 32nd, who were both Idlled, was most noble.” The 
first sortie was a comparative failure and without a much larger body 
of men the complete conquest and destruction of the whole Garden 
Battery could not have been accomplished,” 

On the 28th, the Palace buildings extending in the direction of the 
Khar Bazaar, were explored by Captain Morrison who, with a jiarty of 
50 men of the 90th, and 5th Fusiliers, gallantly drove the enemy out 
at the point of the bayonet, killing a considerable number of them. 
Captain Morrison then placed a picket in a house commanding the 
Cheena and Khar Bazaars. 


* From Caiitaio M. Galwny, commanding 1st Madras Fusiliers, to the Deputy .Adjutant- 
General, dated Lucknow, November 1857. — “Indian Mutiny,” volume 11, page 272. 
-Memorandum regarding the sorties of the 27th September, dated Ghuttur Munzil, 8th November 
1857. J. .McLeod innes. Lieutenant, Engineers. — “Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 281, 
Prom Lieutenant A. C. Warner, Adjutant, 7th Light Cavalry, to Captain Wilson, Official 
Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Lucknow Garrison, dated Lucknow, 7th November 1857. 
— “ IndianMutiny,” volume II, page '280. 

+ From Lieutenant A. C. AVarncr, Adjutant, 7th Light Cavalry, to Captain Wilson, 
Officiating Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Lucknow Garrison, dated Lucknow, 7th 
November 1857.—“ Indian Alutiny,” volume 11, page 280. “ One Sergeant severely wounded, 
and since dead, must have.been left on the ground had not a private of liio 32ntl Regiment 
in the most gallant manner, with the assistance of Captain Galwny, taken liim up and carrieii 
Jiim to B place of safety.” From Captain M. Galway, commanding Ist Madras Fusiliers, to 
the Deputy Assistant Adjutant-Genoral.— “Indian Mutiny,” volume 11, page 229. 
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On the following day three sorties Avere made simultaneously, one 28th 
from the left Square Brigade Mess, the other from the Sikh Square 
to the right of the Brigade Mess, and a third from the Bedan, • 

towards the iron bridges. At daybreak the party intending to take from Third 
the guns to the . front and fight of the Brigade Mess and Sikh Square 
Square fell in and filed out of the Third Sikh Square. The advance 
consisted of 20 men of Her Majesty^s 32nd Regiment under Lieutenant 
Cooke, the main body of 140 men of Her Majesty’s 78th Highlanders 
under Captain Lockhart and the reserve of ninety men of the 1st 
Madras Fusiliers, under Captain Galway. Lieutenant Innes commanded 
the Engineers, and Lieutenant J. Alexander the Artillery. Major 
Apthorp, Captain Forbes and Lieutenant Ousely, knowing the ground, 
accompanied the force. The men of the 32nd, creeping forward under 
cover of some , broken ground, suddenly burst forth with a cheer and, - 
led by Lieutenant Cook and Private Kelly, captured the first gun, a Lieutonant 
brass 12-pouhder, and the 32nd, by occupying a house in the rear, 
enabled the artillery to burst it unmolested. The enemy then rallied Kelly 
round a gun to the right, but the 78th Highlanders led by Captain 
Lockhart, Avho was slightly wounded, swept fonvard and, before the . . 
rebels could reload it. Sergeant James Young bayoneted one of the Sergeant 
gunners and the gun w'as taken.* The leading Highlanders rushed . -Young, 
on to the right, but their progress Avas again baired by a small gun and 
some wall pieces at the end of a narrow lane. After a difficult detour lundera 
Lieutenant Ousely, 48th Native Infantry, and Lieutenant Aitken, 18th 
Native Infantry, took these pieces in flank by getting into a house 
above them, and " Avith a cheer and volley routed the enemy.^’ “ This 
manoeuATe was most skilfully and gallantly executed. Sergeant Higgins, Sergeant 
with four men of the Madras Fusiliers, and Private Brown, 32nd, are 
stated to have been the first men at the gun. Mr. Lucas, a volunteer 
Avell known for his bravery, was mortally Avounded here.’^ f Major 
Apthorp and Captain Forbes, Avith the Fusiliers under Captain Gahvay, 
occupied the houses commanding the guns, Avhich were dismantled from 
their carriages and sent into the garrison. The batteries and barricades 
were destroyed, the houses bloAvn up, and under cover of the falling 


Higgins 


♦“Sergeant James Young, 78th Highlanders, the first man at the gun, bayoneted one 
of the enemy’s gunners -while re-loading, and was severely , wounded by a 'aword put. . 
From Lieutenant C. Hardinge, commanding Irregular Cavalry, to Colonel Napier, Chief of 
the Staff, dated Luchnow, 22nd October 1857. " 

t “One hea-vy gun was burst, three smaller ones and some wall pieces 
From Lieutenant G. Hardinge, commanding Irregular Cavalry, to Colonel It. Nnpior, 
of the Staff. — “ Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 289. 
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ruins, the party returned unmolested “ having examined and cleared 
the guns from the ’whole of the front of Mr. Guhhihs’ house.” 

Meanwhile the party, consisting of 200 men, with a reserve of 150 
men, under the command of Captain McCabe, had crept forth from 
the left Square Brigade Mess ivith the object of destrojdng the enemy’s 
guns in front of the Cawnpore Battery, and on the left of, the Cawnpore 
Road. The advance was made in file over the ddbris of a house ■which 
had been blown up during the siege. There before them lay behind 
a breastwork an 18-pounder gun. No sooner did the rebels catch sight 
of their foe than they sent two rounds at them. Before they could 
fire again the soldiers had scaled the battery and pushed them out at 
the point of the bayonet. A large building lay to theii’ left. McCabe, 

“ the gallant leader of many sorties,” drove the enemy out , of the 
lower storey, but was mortally wounded in the operation. Several : 
others were killed and wounded before the house was completely 
taken. Leaving a picket of 25 men to guard it. Major Simmons, Her 
Majesty’s 5th Fusiliers, with the main body, proceeded along a narrow 
lane with the object of occupying two large buildings 70 or 80 yards in • 
front of the house. Leading his men into the more advanced buildings, 
Simmons was killed by a musket shot. The party had how reached 
a position from which they had a view of the enemy’s IS-pounder gun , 
in front of the Caumpore batteries. It lay in a lane running towards 
the Cawnpore Road, the end of ■which was barricaded and loopholed ; 
and directly in line with it on the opposite side of the road, the enemy 
occupied a house from which they kept up a hot musketry fire on our 
position. “ Lieutenant Anderson, the Garrison Engineer, sent for the 
reserve and desired that an officer of rank to command the whole party • 
should accompany it. Outi'am, who had become acquainted •with the 
progress of the party, sent word that unless further advance could be 
made without danger of considerable loss, the design of proceeding 
against the enemy’s gun in view, should be abandoned aud that the 
party should retire after destroying in succession the houses they had- ‘ 
seized.” This was done. Two of the enemy’s guns were destroyed, 
three large houses demolished, and the party gradually withdrawing to 
the rear, reached the garrison about 9 A.M. The -two sorties from the 
Bi-iga'de Mess had cleared a range of about 300 yards, which was of 
great service to the front of the entrenchment.* 


• There lay before Outram Tshen be 
yet Jeinonding immeainte attention. 
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The third sortie from Innes^ post did not prove as successful as Sortie 
Outram wished. Its principal object W£is to secure the iron bridge and 
to open communications Avith well-wishers in the city. The party po3t 
started about daybreak from the Redan battery, along the road to the 
iron bridges, and as it advanced, it took and spiked two mortars arid 
four guns of small calibre. The party then quitted the road and advanced 
against the 24-pounder gun opposite Innes' post, which had so long 
battered that building, the ResidetScy, the churches and Gubbins’ house, 
and done immense injury during the siege. It Avas captured and the 
houses near, having been occupied, it Avas destroyed successfully. The 
houses to the rear of the party leading from the iron bridge Avere, 
hoAvever, OAving to an order not being carried out, noAV occupied and a 
very heavy fire being opened from them the party Avas compelled to 
Avithdraw after sustaining a very heavy loss. 

It Avas the urgent desire of the Government that the garrison 
should be relieved, the women and children amounting to upAvards of 
470 souls should be withdrawn. But Outram, taking into consideration 
the heavy loss at Avhich the troops forced their Avay through the enemy, 
rightly concluded that it Avould be impossible to carry off the sick, 
Avouhded, women and children amounting to 1,500 souls, “ Want of 
carriages,” as . he Avrote, alone rendered the transport through five 
iniles of despoiled suburb an impossibility.” * 

There remained but tAvo alternatives. The first Avas to reinforce 
the' Lucknow garrison Avith 300 men and, leaving everything behind 
him, to cut his way Avith the remains of the infantry to Alum Bagh. 

The reasons against this course Avere grave and cogent. Outram 
would have left the garrison in a Avorse plight than Avhen he arrived by 
the addition of a larger number of Avounded to feed, as Avell as 300 
soldiers. These 300 would be sufiScient to afford the additional 
protection reqiiired, but they Avould not have added such strength as 
Avould have enabled the garrison to make an active defence, to repel 
attack by sorties or to prevent the enemy from occupying the Avhole of 
their own positions. It Avas impossible for Outram to leave behind 
more men, for Avith a smaller force he had little hope of making good 
his way back, even Avith severe loss. He, therefore, accepted the second 
alternative Avhich was to remain in the Residency till succour should 
come, enforce supplies of proAusions if they could not be obtained 

•From Major-General Sir J. Outram, g.c.b,, to his Excellency Sir Colin Campbell, 
G.C.B., Commander-in-Chief, dated Lucknow, 30th September 1857. 
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voluntarily, and to maintain himself and his men, even on reduced 
rations, until reinforcements advanced to their relief. 

The failure to secure the iron bridges deprived Outram of the 
hope of receiving a voluntary supply of food from the city, and at the 
same time he got a message from the Alum Bagh detachment, saying 
that they were in urgent need of provisions. He, therefore, determined 
to open out communication with them and ordered the cavalrjr to make 
their way to Alum Bagh. They, however, found the_ investment so 
strong and close that all their attempts failed and they had to return to 
the entrenchments. Outram then determined to work his way from 
house to house along the Cawnpore Road. To accomplish this it was 
first indispensable to capture Phillip’s house and garden with its 
powerful battery which faced our Cawnpore battery on the south and 
flanked the Cawnpore road, 

In the afternoon of the 18th October the column for this object, 
under the command of Colonel Napier, formed in the road leading to 
the Paen Bagh and advanced through the buildings - near the jails, 
occupying the main houses on the left and front of the garden. 
Meanwhile the enemy were driven from some houses and a barricade on 
the left of our advance by 50 men of the Madras Fusiliers “ led by 
Lieutenant Groom, under a sharp fire of musketry, in a very spirited 
manner.” * The houses in front were found to be strongly barricaded 
and in many cases the doors were bricked up. It ivas, therefore, late 
before the attacking force had worked a way to a point from which they 
could command the enemy’s position. A party of the enemy was driven 
out, and a row of loopholes was commenced immediately, and the 
ground examined right and left. Attempts to penetrate the garden to 
the left were ineffectual ; to the right an opening was obtained which 
disclosed that the enemy’s batteries were separated from the column by 
a narrow lane, some 12 or 15 feet below the garden; the latter was 
surrounded by a deep mud wall with buildings attached. The face of 
the battery^ was scarped and quite inaccessible without ladders. A 


- *It consisted of the following tmops — "Detachments of Her Majesty’s 6th Pnsiliors; 
32nd, G4th, 78th and 90th Regiments and the Hori’ble East India Company’s Ist Madras 
FusUiers, under Major Haliburton, Her Majesty’s 78th; Captain Thule, Her Majesty’s 64th, 
and Captain Raikes, Madras Fusiliers^ amounting to 5D8 men; Lieutenant Limond, Engineers, 
and Lieutenant Tulloch, .Acting Assistant Field Engineer, attended the column, with a party 
of five miners of Her Majesty’s 32nd, and a party of artillery, under Sergeant Smith, with 
means of bursting g.ms.”-From Colonel R. Napier, lUilitary Secretary, to Major-General 
Sir .Tames Ontram, c.c.n., commanding the Forces.-" Indian Mutiny,” volume I, page 265. 
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heavy fire was kept up from the face of the battery and the lane was 
blocked by a strong barricade.!^ As it was dark, and a direct attack 
would be certain to cost many lives, Colonel Napier determined to 
ivait till daylight before assaulting the battery. The position was duly 
^ecured, and the men occupied the buildings for the night.* 

In the morning, after arranging with the artillery to open fire from , 
the entrenchment, the troops advanced. From the barricade flanking the 
lane on the left the enemy opened a terrible fire, but a company, under 
Lieutenant Creagh, Madras Fusiliers, turned it by the Cawnpore Foad. 

“ The troops then doubled through the lane and, led by Captain Thule, 
Her Majesty^s 64th, and Lieutenant Brown, 5th Fusiliers, found a way 
through a stockade into the enemy’s battery and drove the rebels out 
of it. Phillip’s house was occupied without further opposition. Leaving 
a picket in possession, the troops advanced on the guns which had been 
withdrawn to the end of the garden and to the street adjoining. The 
rebels defended them "with musketry and grape, but our men under 
Private McHall of the 5th Fusiliers charged, for a minute or two they 
fought, and the guns were ours. “ They were immediately dragged to 
the garden and burst, their carriages completely destroyed and their 
ammunition sent to the entrenchment. ‘^Phillip'^s house ivas blown up 
by a party under Lieutenant Innes, Engineers, and at dark the troops ' 
withdrew to their position of the previous night.” f The capture and 
destruction of Phillip’s house was efiFected with the comparatively 
trifling loss of ten killed and eleven wounded, “ a result which,” as 
Outram wrote, “ was due to the careful and scientific disposition of 
Colonel Napier, under whose personal guidance the operation was 
conducted.” %. It was impossible to estimate the loss of the enemy. 

On the following morning Major Haliburton, 78th Highlanders, 
commenced to work from house to house with the crowbars and 


* From Colonel R, Napier, Military Secretary, to Major-General Sir .Tames Outram, 
G.C.B., commanding the Forces, dated Lucknow, 5th October 1857. — "Indian Mutiny,” 
volume IT, page 265. 

"The sortie of the 29th had already cleared the flank on the other side of the Cawnpore 
road. — “ Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-General McLeod Innes, v.c., 
page 234. 

t From Colonel R. Napier, Military Secretary, to Major-General Sir James Outram, ' 
G.C.B., commanding the Forces. — " Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 265. 

+ From Major-General Sir James Outram, g.c.b., commanding Cawnpore and 
Dinapore Divisions, to Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff.—" Indian Mutiny',” see 
pngc'244. • . - , 
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the pickaxe. On the 4th October this gallant officer was mortally 
wounded and his successor, Major Stephenson, disabled. During the 
whole of the 5th, these proceedings were continued, oh the 6th they 
were relinquished. It was found that a large mosque strongly occupied 
"hy the enemy required more extensive operations for its capture than 
were expedient. Outi’am also had now been relieved from bis most 
pressing burden. The strict scrutiny of the Commissariat stores which 
he had ordered, revealed the fact that the amount of provisions had been 
under-estimated. The reconnoitring party, therefore, after blowing up 
all the principal houses on the Cawnpore road, from which the garrison 
had been annoyed by musketry, gradually withdrew to the position in 
front of Phillip’s Garden which was retained as a permanent Outpost, 
It not only afforded comfortable accommodation to Her Majesty’s 78th 
Highlanders, but protected a considerable portion of the entrenchment 
from molestation besides connecting it with the palaces occupied by 
General Havelock. 

During the foregoing operations, the enemy recovering from their 
first surprise, commenced to threaten our position in the Palaces and 
outposts by mining and assaults. On the 3rd October they sprang 
a mine near the walls of the advanced, garden, which merely shook it 
without bringing it down. “ On the 5th, they exploded a second mine 
which effected a considerable breach and appeared in some force with 
the intention of making an assault, but on the head of the column 
showing itself in the breach, a well directed fire from Her Majesty’s 
90th, caused it to retreat precipitately and with considerable loss.” * 
They made a second practicable breach by burning down one of the 
gateways at which they occasionally appeared to fire a shot or two. 
“ Lieutenant-Colonel Purnell had re-trenched both these, breaches, which 
it became evident that the enemy had uo real intention of assaulting, 
but they exposed the garden to so severe a musketry fire from 
commanding buildings on the right called Hern Khana (Deer House), 
that it became necessary to open trenches of communication, 
which were commenced by Lieutenant-Colonel Purnell and his officers. 
On the 6th, the enemy blew up the picket overlooking the Gheena and 
Khar Bazaars, causing us a loss of three men and, in the confusion that 
ensued, penetrated in considerable numbers into the Palaces where 
many of them were destroyed. They are said to have lost 450 men. 

• From Colonel R. Napier, .Military Sr-oretavy, to Captain Hudson, Deputy Assistant 
Adjutant General, Oudh Field Force.—" Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 272, 
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The remainder were- driven back, but continued to occupy a part of 
the Palace buildings which had been in our possession. Of these the 
nearest to us was a mosque commanded by our buildings, but giving 
several easy means of access to our position. On the 8th, the enemy 
attacked from the mosque our nearest pickets ; but were repulsed with 
loss." In order to prevent a repetition of the annoyance, Colonel 
Napier examined carefully, in company with Lieutenant-Colonel Purnell 
and Captain Moorsom, other buildings connecting them with those of 
the enemy and they succeeded in penetrating to a vault under their 
position. “ Where screened by the obscurity, we could see the eneuiy 
closely surrounding the entrance, and hear them in considerable numbers 
overhead. A charge of two barrels of powder was lodged in the vaults 
and was fired by Lieutenant Russell of the Bengal Engineers. The effect 
was complete ; many of the enemy were blown up and their position 
greatly injured, while we obtained a command of the streets leading' 
to the Khar and Cheena Bazaars, better and more secure from 
molestation than our previous one.’^ * The post was immediately 'and 
securely barricaded_b 3 ^ Captain Crommelin. It was absolutely necessary 
to our security to re-capture tlie mosque. Colonel Napier accompanied 
by ColoneL Burn ell and a small party of the 90th, and Madras Fusiliers, 
surprised the enemy and drove them out of it with very trifling loss on 
our side. It was also immediately barricaded and secured by Captain 
Crommelin. 

The outpost of Her Majesty^s 78th Fusiliers under Captain 
Lockhart .was also vigorously assailed by the enemy's miners. Six days 
after our occupying that post the enemy began their operations at the 
left of our position and the men of the 78th, under the guidance of 
Lieutenants Hutchinson and Tullocb, were constantly at work day and 
night countermining against them and several galleries, on the average 
about five hundred feet in length were constructed. Numerous attacks 
of the enemy on the miners were repelled and on more than one 
occasion the success 'of the defenders was more than usual. In the 
night of the 10th October they broke into this gallery some twelve feet 
• from our walls. Sergeant Day, the .superintending engineer, assisted 
' .by a. few men, held the entrance tillCaptain Lockhart arrived. Accom- 
panied by Corporal Thompson of the 78th Highlanders, he entered the 
\ . . 

Frnm Colonel R. Napier, Military Secretary, to Captain Hudson, Deputy Assistant 
Adjutant-General, Oudb Field Force, dated Luebnow, 20th November 1857. — "Indian 
Mutiny,” volume II, page 272. . , 
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enemy's gallery and observing its apparently great length, they 
proceeded to extinguish the lights and crept forward cautiously till' 
they distinctly saw the enemy at the far end and to advance further 
would he to advance in a blaze of light. “ The two then laid down’ 
and waited until the preparations for exploding the mine under 
Lieutenant Tulloch were completed. Whilst lying there I saw 
a sepoy with a musket at trail advance down the mine, and when 
within 40 feet of him, fired at him. My pistol missed fire and 
before Corporal Thompson could hand me his pistol, the sepoy had 
retreated." As Lockhart's services were required to see the charge 
laid, Lieutenant Hay, of the 78th Highlanders, who commanded the 
picket, volunteered to take his post of observation whilst Lieutenant 
Tulloch and Sergeant Day quickly got the powder down. A charge 
of SOlbs, was laid 82 feet up the enemy’s gallery. Lieutenant Hay 
withdrew within a partial barricade, and whilst here still watching with 
Corporal Thompson, he got two shots at another man who attempted to 
come down the mine, and apparently wounded him." The charge was 
soon tamped and Lieutenant Tulloch fired the mine, " a somewhat 
difficult task, as our bore being short, he had to retreat some sixty feet 
through the enemy's gallery and ours and then up the shaft." * 

The efforts of the enemy’s miners were foiled at all points and 
these efforts were neither few in number nor lacking in vigour. “ I am 
aware,'’ wrote Outram, " of no parallel to our series of mines in modern 
war : 21 shafts, aggregating 200 feet in depth and 3,291 feet of gallery, 
have been executed. The enemy advanced twenty mines against the 
palaces and outposts ; of these they exploded three which caused us 
loss of life and two which did no injury : seven have been blown in, and 
out of seven others the enemy have been driven, and their galleries 
taken possession of by our miners, results of which the Engineer 
Department may w^ell be proud.” The defence of the Palaces was a 
trying and noble defence to which full justice has not been done. A line of 


In concluding this report I would respectfully bring to your notice the valuable 
assistance rendered by Sergeant Day of the 32nd, who was in charge of the mine, and until 
Lieutenant Tulloch was posted to the position acted direct under my orders. His zeal and 
quiet steady management of the raw recruits under him has been most commendable. I would 
also bring to your notice the unremitting zeal and attention to his work manifested by 
Lieutenant Tulloch since ho has been in charge of the post, and during the period of ray 
acting here, Lieutenant Tulloch has almost entirely unassisted by mo, carried on our system 
of mines most successfully.”— •« Memorandum of work esccuted at Captain Lockhart’s post 
from the first possession of it until the 21st of November 1857," G. Hutchinson, Lieutenant, 
Engineer, Director of Works,— « Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 293. 
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gardens, coverts and dwelling-houses without fortified ewcewie, without 
flanking defence and closely connected with the buildings of a city, 
were held for eight weeks not only against all the vigorous efibrts of 
the enemy’s miners, but in spite of the close and constant musketry 
fire from loopholed walls and windows, often within thirty yards, and ’ 
a frequent though .desultory fire of round shot and grape from guns 
posted at various distances from seventy to five hundred yards. 

“ ®'-bis result, as Outram stated, “ was obtained by the skill and 
courage _ l q£ Engineer and Quartermaster- General’s Department, 
zealouslj^^W aided by the .brave officers and soldiers, who have displayed 
the same and cheerful alacrity in the toils of the 

trench ar amidst the concealed dangers of the mine, that they had 
previously i- exhibited when forcing their way into Lucknow at the point 
of the ba;^^ i^oneb and amidst a murderous fire.” * 

The 1 Dccupation of the palace relieved the garrison of the entrench- 
ment fron . 1 all molestation on one-half of its enceinte, that is from- the 

1C 

Cawnpore ; road to the commencement of the river front. Owing to 
this reli'jfef and an additional force composed of detachments of the 
Artillerw, Volunteer Cavalryq 1st Madras Fusiliers and 78th Highlanders, 
but pl?/ced at the disposal of Colonel Inglis who commanded the 
entrei^chment, he was enabled to hold at the posts three strong 
positions commanding the road leading to the iron bridge, “which 
haJve proved of great advantage, causing much annoyance to the 
enemy and keeping theii’ musketry fire at a distance from the body of 
the palace.” 

The enemy after the capture of their batteries and the construction 
of our new batteries to mount additional guns, adopted a new system 
of tactics. Their guns were withdrawn to a greater distance and 
disposed so as to act not against the defences, but against the interior 
of the entrenchment and the moment they were searched out and 
silenced by our guns, their position was changed so that their, shot 


* From Major-General Sir James Outram, k.c b., commanding Cawnpore and Dinapore 
Divisions, to Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, dated Camp Alumbagh, 23rd 
November 1857. “But skilful and courageous as have been the engineering operations, and 
glorious the behaviour of the troops, their success has been in no small degree promoted by 
the incessant and self-denying devotion of Colonel Napier, who has never been many hours 
absent by day or night' from any one of the points of operation, whose valuable advice has 
-over been readily tendered and gratefully accepted by the executive officers, whose earnestness 
iind kindly cordiality have stimulated and encouraged all ranks and grades amidst those 
harassing labours and dangerous duties.” 
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ranged through the old Residency. Again, .as before, round shot and 
bullets did their work. A lady records in her diarj^ — " An J.8-pounder 
came through our unfortunate room, it broke the panels of the door 
and knocked the whole of the barricade down, upsetting everything. 
My dressing table was sent flying through the door, and if the shot had 
come a little earlier my head rvould have gone with it. The box- where 
I usually sit to nurse baby was smashed flat.” On the south side of th^ 
entrenchment the fire continued to be most severe and the casua^^'^ 
were numerous. At night the fire used often to be so heavy th^°^^ 
man had to be under arms to repel an attack. But now, owi 
increase of the number of the fighting men and the defen^ 
were barely tenable having been repairedi* there was no I 
immediate danger of the place being taken by assault. Life! charge 
continued to be bitter and death was ever near. Scanty and 
rations produced foul and mortal sickness. The stores of 
that had been discovered had destroyed the gaunt spectre ( 
but “ two scanty meals a day barely sufficient to support 
without allaying hunger ” were all that could be allowed. 
denied all the little luxuries ' {such as tea, sugar, rum and 
which by constant use had become necessaries of life. On the\ 

October the scanty scale of rations was further reduced to make.^® 
last a month. On the 26th of October, a month after Havelock 
Outram had forced their way into the Residency, a gallant membel^?™ 
the force wrote : '' Most truly can each individually exclaim with the ' 
psalmist : ‘ My bones look out and stare upon me” We have ^become 
as gaunt and lean as possible ; but the wretched horses and cattle are 
even in worse plight. I never see the poor creatures without com- 
miseration.” For the dumb cattle there was pity. But of his own 
sufferings the British soldier made light. His spirits, cheerfulness, zeal 
and discipline rose with the occasion. “ Never, wrote Outram, “ could 
there have been a force more free from grumblers, more cheerful, 
more willing or more earnest.” Amongst the sick and wounded 
this glorious spirit was, if possible, still more conspicuous than amongst 
those fit for duty. It was a painful sight to see so many fellows 


•"The Cawnpore Battery was almost entirely reconstructed. The slicop-house and the 
slaughter-house batteries were completed and the mound that stretched out from Innes’ post 
was secured by a series of zigzag trenches, which also gave an effectiro command orer th(5 end 
of^the iron bridge.”—" Lucknow and Oudb in the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-General McLeod 
lunos, V.C., page 2<I. 
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niaimed. and suffering and- denied these comforts of which -they stood 
so much in need. But it was truly delightful and made me proud of 
countrymen to observe the heroic fortitude and hearty cheerfulness 
w'ith which all was borne.” * Of the women a brave soldier wrote: 

" Each individual seems a heroine!' The Belief had removed the 
fear . o£ instant death, but it had not taken away the winter of their 
desolation or made the buds unfold and the leaves grow within. They 
saw their children continue to pine, waste and die for want of good 
food and fresh air.. But they did not complain. Theirs was the spirit 
of their Master and the same bitter cup had been given them to drink. 

Thus October crept slowly on. The detachment at Alum Bagh Alum 
under the command of Major Mclnt3're continued to hold its own. On 
the 7th of October it was strengthened by 250 men and two guns from 
. -Gawnpore under the command of Major Bingham, Her Majesty’s 64jth 
Regiment. It brought commissariat stores but by some strange mis- 
chance no supplies for natives. On the 17th of October Colonel Wilson 
commanding at Gawnpore telegraphed to the Chief of the Staff at 
Calcutta that the Delhi fugitives had reached Bithoor. They had 
been obliged to divide in consequence of scarcity of food. Each 
division marched one ahead of the other. The first would probably 
reach Sheorajpore to-morrow and so on. The Nana is in communica- 
tion and is trying to induce them to join him at Bithoor where 
his valuables are buried. Such being the case I move out with 
600 infantry and six guns (five 9-pounders, one 24-pounder howitzer) 
at 1 A.M. to-morrow morning, the 18tb. No elephants. Will carry 
merely the party, so that I hope to give a good account of our 
enemies.” The next evening Captain Bruce sent the following message 
from Sheorajpore ; — “ We reached at three- thirty ; drove the enemy Action at 
right out of the place which was strong, with hardly any resistance, pore.Ts'th 
and followed them up two miles and continued for a mile-and-a-half October 
further with a few sowars, but they could not be overtaken. I suspect 
their almost nominal opposition was to cover their flight. Our casualties, , 
seven or eight. No guns taken but some ordnance stores.” The road 
■having been cleared, a new convoy left for the Alum Bagh on October 
. 22nd, consisting of 500 infantry, 60 cavalry and two guns. The same 

*‘'They have neitber bedding nor greatcoats, spirits nor tobacco, yet they endure 
these privations with a degree of sturdy cheerfulness the most admirable. , The intensity of 
the^snn at midday is absolutely torturing.” — "Journal of an English OfScer,” by Major North, 
page 224. ■ ' ' ' 
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day, a message was received from the Commander-in-Ghief that he 
was about to start for Cawnpore and requesting , that his " best regards 
by Gossid ” be sent to General Outram, who was to be informed that 
the Chief had never ceased from his exertions, “to, press every available 
soldier up to his support.” News also reached Outram that-Oolonol 
Greathed’s column, which had been ordered to march _ from at 
once to Cawnpore for service in Oudh, was now but a few marches from 
its destination under the command of Sir Hope Grant. 

Directly Delhi fell Sir Archdale .Wilson determined to send 
a column under the command of Colonel Greathed, Her Majesty’s 8fcb 
Foot, to clear the gigantic Doab of rebels and to restore autho- 
rity in a vast province where our rule had disappeared like a dream 
and left behind only the isolated garrisons at Meerut and Agra, , The 
troops selected to restore our power from Delhi to Cawnpore were as 
follows : — 


European, 

Captain Remington’s troop of Horse Artillery, 


five guns ... ... , 60 

Captain Blunt’s troop of Horse Artillery, 5 guns 60 
Bourchier’s Battery, six guns . ... ... 60 

Sappers ... ... ... 

H. M.’s 9th Lancers ... ... ... .300 

Detachments 1st, 4th 5th, Punjab Cavalry and 

Hodson’s Horse ... ... 

European Infantry, H. M.’s 8th and 75th ... 450, 
Punjab Infantry, 3st and 4th Regiments 


Native. 


60 

. 200 

400 

],200 


Total of each .>. 930 1,860 

Grand Total ... 2,790 

On the morning of the 24th of September the column marched 
forth from the “ city of the dead.” “ Our road from the Ajraere Gate to 
the bridge lay through the Lahore Gate and passing along the 
Chandny Choke, Not a sound was heard save the deep rumble of our 
gun wheels or the hoarse challenge of a sentry on the ramparts. Here 
might be seen a house gutted of its contents, there a jackal feeding on 
the half-demolished body of a sepoy,* arms, carts, shot, dead bodies lay 
about n the wildest manner. Outstretched and exposed to the public 
gaze, lay the bodies of the two sons and grandson of the wretched 
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King ; they had been captured and executed the day before near 
Hymayoun^s tomb, ”, That night the column camped at Gazeeuddin 
Nugger, where the mutinous sepoy had first learnt that he was no match 
for the British soldier.* 

On the 27th of September Secundra was reached, “ The town and 
surrounding villages wer6 in a terrible plight. The inhabitants, quiet' 
cultivators of the land, and a race opposed to the Goojahs (or bandits) 
flocked out to meet us and implore our protection. Every house had 
been gutted and destroyed ; their property of every kind taken, and 
their bullocks, the only means of drawing water for irrigation purposes, 
driven away/' Through a land laid waste by a savage tribe and 
deserted villages the column pressed on to Bulandshahr, a civil 
station forty- two miles from Meerut and about five from the fort of 
Malagarh. Before dawn, September 29th, the advanced guard arrived 
at four cross roads,'f about a mile-and-a-half from Bulandshahr. One 
of them led to Malagarh and one straight ahead to the town and civil 
station. At sight of our approach a picquet of the enemy fell back 
and the scouts brought the news that they intended to give battle at 
the station. The rebels’ position was undoubtedly strong. Their guns 
in battery commanded the entrance, the gardens and offices were 
occupied by their infantry, around which bodies of horse hovered.;]; 
At the junction of the four roads a reserve was immediately 
formed under Major Turner to protect the baggage. It was at once 
attacked in flank by cavalry and guns, but they were quickly driven off 

* “ Indian Mutiny,” volume I, Introduction, page 18. 

t “Early in the morning of the 28th Norman (General Sir Henry Norman, g.c.b.), Lyall 
(Sir Alfred Lyall, g.c.t.e., k.c.b.), and I marching with Watson's cavalry two or three 
miles in advance of the column arrived at cross roads, one leading to Bulandshahr, the other 
to Malagarh, a fort belonging to a Mahomedan of the name of Waldad Khan, who when 
the British rule was in abeyance assumed authority over the district in the name of the 
Emperor of Delhi. We halted, and having put our picquets lay down and waited for the 
dawn. Erom information obtained by the civil officers with the column, we suspected that 
large numbers of the mutineers were collected in the neighbourhood.” — " Forty-one Years in 
India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, k.p., v.c., g.c.b., volume I, page 260. 

J “ Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, 
C.B., page 85. 

“ Our infantry coming up found the enemy occupying an extremely strong position, in 
the gaol and a walled serai at the entrance to the town, their left being covered by the enclosed 
gardens and reserved houses of the deserted civil station within which they were collected 
' in considerable force.”—" Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, 
K. p., v.c., G.C.B., volume I, page 261. 
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with loss. The remainder of the infantry and the artillery were drawn 
up on the left of the road. The advanced guard was strengthened by 
two of Captain Remington’s Horse Artillery guns and soon were" in 
action, as the enemy opened at once down the road. Remington’s guns 
swiftly returned the fire and he was reinforced by the remainder of his 
troops. Bourchier with his battery took up his position more to the 
right supported by a squadron of Punjab Cavalry and a portion of Her 
'Majesty’s 75th. The enemy’s guns awaken on them, while from 
the high crops and surrounding gardens the rebels send a stream of 
musketry. But the cross fire was fatal to their battery and it was 
silenced. A few salvos of grape cleared the front and the artillery 
was ordered to advance. “ Lieutenant Roberts of the artillery, who 
seemed ubiquitous, brought the order at a gallop. The guns charged 
and took the battery, the enemy scampering before us as we came up 
to it. Lieutenant Roberts was first at the guns. A second burst; after 
clearing our front with grape, brought us to the goal, the enemy flying 
before us like sheep.” * 

Meanwhile a second column consisting of the greater portion of 
the cavalry with twm guns under Lieutenant Cracklow had advanced 
into the town and were for a time exposed to a most severe fire in the 
street. , "Four men out of one gun crew were wounded and the gun 
was worked with difficulty. The cavalry charged and routed several 
large bodies of the enemy. In pursuing them they became entangled 
in the narrow streets and at a gateway leading out of the town a 
hard fight ensued.’’ " Sarel was wounded in the act of running a sepoy 
through the body, the forefinger of his right hand being taken off by 
a bullet, which then passed through his left arm ; Anson was surrounded 
by mutineers and performed . prodigies of. valour for which he was 
rewarded with the Victoria Cross.” f ” Lieutenant Roberts had a harrow 
escaped In the midst of the mffide he observed a sepoy taking deliberate 
aim at him and tried to get at him. " He fired ; my frightened animal 
reared and received in his' head the bullet which was intended for 
me.”J 


* Now Field Marshal Lord Roberts, k.p., v.c., g.c.b, 

“Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, c.b., 
page 87. 

. f " Forty-one Yehrs in India,” by . Field, Marshal Lord Roberts, ■ K.P., v.c, q.c.b., 
volume I, page 261. 

Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, k.t., v.c., g.c.b,, 
G.c.s.i , G.c.r.E., volume I, page 262. 
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The results of the action were: on our side, killed six men, 
wounded six oflScers and thirty-five men ; on the rebels, some 300 
killed with three guns and a large amount of ammunition and baggage 
captured. The engagement had begun about 7 A.M., and at 11 A.M. 
camp was pitched on the banks of the Kala Nuddi, In the afternoon 
the fort of Malagarh was reconnoitred and found to be deserted.' 
Preparations were at once made for rendering it incapable of defence' 
by destroying one of its bastions by firing. On the 1st of October 
this operation was successfully carried out, but in superintending it' 
Lieutenant Home who was one of the brave band who had blown up 
the Kashmir gate on the morning Delhi was stormed * was killed by 
accident. To him had been promised the Cross of Valour, but he lived 
not to wear it. But his name lives in the bead roll of England’s heroes. 
Of him a brother officer writes : — “ The loss of poor Home has thrown 
a cloud over all our successes. He was brave among brave men and an 
honour to our service.” 

On the 3rd of October the column marched from Bulandshahr and 
advanced day by day, visiting and burning villages which had harboured 
rebels. On the 5th of October Aligarh was reached. The enemy at 
our approach had abandoned the city, but Chey were pursued by the' 
cavalry and many were killed. The column then marched down the 
Trunk Road, surprised and killed two rebel Rajput chiefs at Akhrabad, 
fourteen miles from Aligarh on the Cawnpore road. Here Greathed 
had to niter his plans. He had intended to march straight down the Doab 
to relieve Havelock and Outram, but noAV from Agra, which expected 
an attack, came pouring into his camp “ epistles imploring aid in every 
language, both dead and living, and in cypher.” Unable to resist these 
appeals he turned across country by Byjgarh to Hatras where for a 
few hours the cattle were rested. The European infantry were carried 
on elephantSj carts and camels and all 'were pushed on till the cavalry 
and artillery which had been sent in advance were overtaken. At 
sunrise on the morning of the 10th of October the column' crossed the. 
Jumna by the bridge of boats and as the men marched beneath the 
•Avails of the old fort at Agra they were cheered heartily by their 
comrades mounted on the bastions. They had done forty-four miles in 
twenty-eight hours. The long march had given the 'British soldiers 
the livery of the sun. “ These dreadful looking men. must be Afghans, 

* “ Indian Mutiny,” volume I, Inlroduction, pages 82.and 83. . - 
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remarked a lady as she saw the men of the 8th Queen’s march slo^vly 
and wearily by the Delhi gate of the fort,* ' . 

A sore disappointment awaited the force. They were informed 
that the enemy they had come to fight had retired beyond the Kaia 
Naddi, a stream about nine miles distant.f Colonel Greathed gave 
orders that the camp should be pitched on the brigade ground, a grassy 
open level spot, a mile-and-a-half from the fort, bordered on the left and 
rear by the ruined lines of the Native Infantry regiment and the 
charred remains of the houses of their British oflScers. Right and 
front spreads out a wide plain bare of hedges, ploughable, studded with 
brier, all of it now covered with huge crops. No sight of an enemy, 
and the Brigadier accepting the statements of the responsible author- 
ities that they were on their way to Gwalior, neglected to post picquets | 
and accompanied by some officers went to the fort to breakfast.§ 

The camp was marked out, the horses were picquetted, and a few 
tents pitched. Europeans flocked forth from the fort to hear news of 
the outside world, crowds of natives to see the white soldiers who had 
taken Delhi. The men were tired after their long march of fifty miles 

* “ We went to the royal bastion this morning to see Colonel Greuthecl’s moveable 
column cross the bridge, Sikhs, "Lancers, three batteries of horse artillery and skeletons of 
two Queen’s regiments. This column came in by long forced marches owing to an e.vpress- 
sent out by Colonel Fraser. From the bastions we went down to the Delhi Gate. The 
Queen’s 8th passed within three yards of us. ‘These dreadful-looking men must be Afghans,’ 
said a lady to me as they slowly and wearily marched by. I did not discover they were 
Englishmen till I saw a short clay pipe in the mouth of nearly the last man. My heart bled 
to see these jaded miserable objects and to think of all they must have suffered since May 
last to reduce such fine Englishmen to such worn-out dried skeletons,” — " Notes on the 
Revolt,” C. Baikes, page 70, 

t “ Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, 
C.B., page 100. 

Lord Roberts writes : — “ Our questions ns to what had become of the enemy who wo 
had been informed had disappeared with such unaccountable celerity on liearing of tlio 
advance of the column, were answered by assurances that there was no need to concern 
ourselves about them, as they had fled across the Kala Naddi, a river thirteen miles away, and 
were in full retreat towards Gwalior.” — “ Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord 
Roberts, volume I, page 270. 

J '* \Vc ought of course to have reconnoitred the surrounding country for ourselves, and 
posted our picquets as usual; and we ought not to have been induced to neglect these essential 
military precautions by the confident assertion of the Agra authorities that the enemy were 
nowbore in our neighbourhood.” — " Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord 
Roberts, K.T., V.C., G.c.n., volume I, page 272, 

§ “ The artillerymen had obtained permission to lie down in a house hard by.”—" Eight 
Mouths’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, c.n., page 100. 
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-in thirb}' hours — and after breakfast they threw themselves on the ground 
and fell asleep. Their slumb'er was roughly broken. A round shot 
came crashing through the mess tent. “ All were instantly on the 
alert ; the conduct of our troops was beyond praise ; that stern 
disci^Dline, which war alone teaches, stood us in good stead. A shower 
of round shot from a battery of twelve guns, however, sent the visitors' 
and camp followers flying towards the fort in one wild mass. The heavy 
baggage of the column on its way to the camp met this big stampede. 
Seldom was there seen such a confusion. Instantly elephants, camels, 
led horses, doolie-bearers carrying the sick and wounded, bullocks yoked 
to heavily-laden carts were swept into that immense torrent.* Officers 
hurrying from the fort plunged wildly into it, but could not stem it. 
By dint of shouts and blows they pressed their Avay through the surging 
multitude and issued on the flght. Hand to hand contests were going 
on. “ Here a couple of cavalry soldiers were charging each other. 
There the game of bayonet versus sword was being earned on in real 
earnest.'*^ f The 75th in shirt sleeves were forming square to withstand 
a charge of the rebel horses. The artillerymen without their 
accoutrements had rushed to the guns and from the park opened fire, 
but the distance was too great to silence the enemy's guns which were 
of heavy metal. When Greathed galloped to the front he found the 
artillery already in action and the 9th Lancers in their saddles formed 
up in .squadrons. “ I moved,” wrote Greathed, “ with Her Majesty’s 
8th, * * * and the 4th Punjab Infantry (taking with me on the 
way the three squadrons of the 1st, 3nd and 5th Punjab Cavalry) to 
the right with the view of outflanking and capturing the guns 
on that flank.” He also e;ctended the infantry along the road 
leading from the parade ground to the infantry barracks in skirmishing 
order with supports, with directions to advance, to their front and clear 
the compounds of the enemy's infantry. “By this time,” Greathed 
adds, “ the Agra 9-pounder battery came up, and I advanced it in 
support of the right flank of the infantry, on the road leading from 
the artillery parade ground, and the enclosures were speedily cleared. 


•“Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, k.t., v.c., g.c.b., volume 
I, page 273. 

f "Forty-one Yeats in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, k.t., v.c., g.c.b., volume I, 
page 274. 
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In doing this the 4th Punjab Infantry distinguished itself.” * Sfiortly 
after the enemy’s fire had opened Watson, Probyn and Younghusband 
ivith their three squadrons moved off towards the European barracks, 
Colonel Greatbed informing them that beyond the barracks they 
should find open ground. “ I perceived a favourable .opportunity, ” says 
Watson in his report, “ and swept down at a gallop on their flank. ” 
Two guns and some standards were captured in the charge.f . After 
that the enemy made no stand. ' , . 

On the left a large body of cavalry made a dash into camp, and 
weremn the point of carrying off one of Blunt’s guns, ^vhen a troop of 
the 9th Lancers under Captain French broke in upon them and sent 
them fljdng. The gallant French was slain and Jones, his subaltern, 
with twenty sabre cuts on his face was left for dead on the ground. 
The enemy’s horse were driven from the camp or destroyed in it. At 
the time when Watson smote them on the right flank Hugh Gough 
with his squadron did the same on the left. The enemy were now 
in full retreat and a pursuit by the artillery and cavalry was immediately 
ordered. At this time Colonel Cotton arrived from the fort with the 
3rd Europeans and as senior officer assumed the command. He endorsed 
Greuthed’s order and our troops followed the retreating foe. 

“ About four miles on the Gwalior road, sheltered by the .village, 
was the camp of the enemy.- Apparently both divisions of our forces 
came within sight of it at the same time, and arrived at the same 
moment. Forming line, we together flew through its streets, driving 
the enemy before us.J • . 


*“ The lines -when advancing were joined by Pearson’s 9-pounder buttery which had 
been desp.atched from the fort on the first arrival of Greaihed’s columns * * He now 

arrived at an opportune moment on the right of the lines where there was no artillery and where 
the infantry were giving ground under the fire of some heavy guns of the enemy which com- 
manded the road along which their centre was advanning. As Pearson pressed forward, the 
limbers of three of these were blown up and raptured.” " History of The Indian Mutiny,” 
Kaye and Mallcsen, volume IV, page 72. Colonel Bourchier, however, writes:— “The practice 
of Captain Hemington’s troop was particul.-irly effective : three ammunition waggons wore 
exploded by bis shot. ” “ Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel 
George Ponrehier, c.n., page 103. 

f " Probyn greatly distinguished himself on this occasion. In one of the chnrge.s he got 
separated from his men, and was for a time surrounded by the enemy, two of whom he slew. 
In anotlier charge he captured a standard. For these and numerous acts of gallantry during 
the mutiny' he was', to the great delight of his many friends in. the column, awarded the 
Victoria Cross.” — “ Forty-one Years in India,” by Field ilarshalLord Robeits, k.p.,v,c., a. C.n,, 
volume I, page 27G. 

3; “ Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, 
C.B., page 104. 
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Once again tHe rebels made a stand. A few rounds of grape’ sent 
them flying in all directions ‘and our cavalry dashed in among them 
and sabred them right and left. For seven miles the road was one 
continued line of carts, camels without their drivers, guns, ammunition 
waggons, and baggage of every description, all of which fell into the ' 
hands of the victors. Much that was useless was destroyed, and the 
enemy’s camp^ with the villages on Avhich it abutted were burnt. 
Seldom was a victory more complete. 

Darkness had fallen before our soldiers returned to their tents 
“ having marched sixty-six miles and fought a general action in thirty- 
nine hours ; nine miles of the route had been done by the cavalry and 
artillery in a trot through high crops and ploughed fields.'’^ * 

The men and cattle being much in want of rest the column halted - 
.at Agra the three days following the battle. The ammunition was 
filled up from the Fort and the wounded were sent into the hospital 
which had been established at the Moti Musjid, the beautiful Pearl 
Mosque. Here, they were attended not only by the medical officers 
but by the ladies ; many of whom visited the wards daily, administering 
little comforts to the sick and dying. “ It was indeed a touching sight 
to see our fair countrywomen, many of whom were themselves bowed , 
down by affliction, seated by the bedside of the wounded soldiers." 

On the morning of the 14th of October the column marched out 
of Agra and encamped at a garden called the E-ambagh where it was 
reinforced bj^^two siege-guns and detachments of Her Majesty’s 8th 
and 76th Regiments. The following day brought it to a ruined tomb 
called the old woman’s tank (Boorya-ka-Talao), and on the 16th it 
reached Ferozabad where Hope Grant, Colonel of the 9th Lancers, 
joined- it and took over the command.f On the 19th the civil station 
of Mynpuree was reached. The Rajah of the place, who had thrown 
off the British allegiance, fled at the approach of our troops, leaving the 
official treasure amounting to about two lacs in full tale in the Fort. 
On the 21st October Bewar, the junction of the roads from Iffeerut, 
Agra, Fatehgarh and Oawnpore, was reached. Here Hope Grant received 

* “ Eight Months' Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” hy Colonel George Bourchier, 
C.B., page -105. 

f He had remained at Delhi when superseded by Greathed, and being naturally indignant 
at the treatment he had received, he protested against it and succeeded in getting the order 
appointing Greathed to the command cancelled .” — ” Forty-one Years in India,” by Field 
Mars lii l Loid Rcberts, k t., v.c , G.c.n., page 287. 
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a tiny missive from Sir James Outram written in Greek cliaracfeer, 
begging that aid might be sent as soon as possible as provisions wore 
running short. The next day the column made a march of twenty- 
eight miles, and on the morning of the 23rd arrived close to the ruined 
Hindu city of Kanonj. While the Quartermaster-General with his 
staff were reconnoitring close to the town situated on the banks of a 
stream, they were fired upon from a battery upon the opposite side, 
supported by about 600 infantry,* all hard at work ti’ying to get the 
guns across the river.f On hearing the report of the firing the 
Brigadier at once sent doivn two horse artillery guns and a squadron 
of dragoons to the scene of action. Lieutenant Murra 3 q who commanded, 
galloped down to the banks of the river, formed battery at the water’s 
edge, and soon silenced the enemy on the opposite bank. The infantry 
fled, pursued by the dragoons and some Punjab cavalry .j “ On we 
fled,” writes Lord Roberts, “Probjm’s and Watson’s squadrons leading 
the way in parallel lines about a mile apart. I was with the latter, 
and we had a running fight till we reached the Ganges, into which 
plunged those of the sowars whom we had not been able to overtake ; 
we reined up, and saw the unlucky fugitives struggling in the water, 
men and horses rolling over each other ; they were gradually carried 
down by the swiftly running stream, and a very few reached the 
opposite bank.” § 

On the 26th of October the column reached Cawnpore and furnished 
to the infantry force which the Command er-in-Chief .was hurrying 
up from Calcutta, not only two British battalions and two Punjab 

• “ Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchior, 
c.n., page 110. 

■f Lord Roberts nTites: — “The same day I went on as usual with a small escort to 
reconnoitre, and had passed through the town, when I was fired upon by a party of rebels 
consisting of some 300 cavalry, 500 infantry and four guns, who having heard of the approach 
of the column were trying to get away before it arrived.” — “ Forty-one Years in India,” by 
Field Marshal Lord Roberts, k.t., v.c., g.c.b. 

J “ Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel Bourchier, c.n., 
page 117. 

§“Furty-onR Tears in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, k.t., v.c., g c.o., 
page 21. 

“ Our casualties were trifling, only some half dozen men wounded, while my horse got a 
gash on her quarter from the sabre. "Watson had the forefinger of his right hand badly cut 
in the encounter with a young soiaar. I chaffed him at allowing himself to be nearly cut 
do<vn by a mere boy, upon which he laughed and briefly retorted : ‘ Well, boy or not, ho 

was bigger than you.’ ” 
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infantry regiments -who had proved their pluck and endurance on the 
' ridge at Delhi, but a regiment of British Lancers (9th Lancers) who 
had shown- their worth in many a gallant charge, and four squadrons 
of native cavalry of five different regiments, each led by a young oflScer, 
whose name even then was becoming well known as a “ sabreur ” of 
distinction.* Sixteen horsed guns complete and manned by the famous 
' Bengal Artillerymen and an effective transport made the column the 
nucleus of a small but efficient army capable not only of winning 
battles but of following them up.f The day after the arrival of the 
column at Cawnpore neAvs reached Hope Grant that the Commander- 
in-Chief Avas to leave Calcutta that evening to take command of the 
forces by which he intended to attempt the deliverance of LucknoAV. 
He Avas also ordered to get into communication with the Alumbagh 
to relieve them of their sick and wounded and send them back to 
CaAvnpore. 

On the 30th of October Hope Grant reinforced by four companies 
of the 93rd Highlanders and some infantry detachments crossed the 
Ganges into-Oudh. On the 31st of October Bunnee bridge, more 
than half Avay to the Alumbagh, Avas reached, Avhere a telegram was 
received that Oolin Campbell had arrived at CaAvnpore. On the 2nd 
November changing ground from Bunnee bridge to Buntera, a village 
about six miles from Alumbagh, an advanced party of 'the enemy 
was met, and after a running fight of some hours they Avere defeated 
and a brass gun captured. The casualties of Sir Hope Grant’s force 
amounted to about thirty. On the 6th of November a force of all arms 
AA'as sent to the Alumbagh and brought away the sick and Avounded 
-Avho Avere sent under a strong escort to CaAvnpore. As Sir Hope Grant 
AA^as strictly enforced not to commit himself to any serious operation 
till the arrival of the Oommander-in-Chief, he remained in pursuance 
of these orders at Buntera for the advent of the Chief. 

Colin Campbell, the Commander-in-Chief, Avho had hastened from 
Calcutta to command the force formed for the relief of Ha\'elock and 
Outram, Avas the son of a working carpenter in Glasgow. His patronymic 
Avas Macliver, but his mother was Agnes Campbell, a daughter of a 
family of better estate, and by an accident he came to assume his 
mother’s surname. At the age of fifteen his maternal uncle. Colonel 
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* A Lecture on the Eelief of Lucknow,” by Colonel H. W. Norman, c.b., page 10. 
f “ Lord Clyde’s Campaign in India,” MacJcwood’s Magazine, October 1858. 
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John Campbell, obtained for him a commission in the 2nd Battalion. 
9th Regiment, When the Colonel took his nephew to wait on the Duke 
of York, then Commander-in-Chief, the Duke supposed the ho}' was 
a Campbell, “ another of the clan,” and as a Campbell he was gazetted 
and ever afterwards known. Five weeks from the date of his first 
commission (26th of May 1808) he Avas gazetted to a lieutenancy, and 
in three months he had taken part in his first battle, the battle of 
Yimiera. This battle resulted in Marshal Junot’s retreat and the 
famous convention of Cintra. In the following winter Colin Campbell 
Avas transferred to the 1st Battalion of his regiment, and took part in 
Sii’ John Moore’s operations ending in the retreat of (Corunna. A fcAv 
months after its return to England he Avenh AAuth his battalion on the 
Walcheren expedition and after serving a short time in Holland' he 
returned to the Peninsula, was present at the severe engagement of 
Barosa, and received the commendation of his chief. The year 1812 
Avas passed in the performance of regimental duty at Gibraltar, but in 
Januar}'^ 1813 he was sent with a draft of the 2nd Battalion to join 
the 1st Battalion in Portugal under the command of his original chief, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron. He Avas present at Yittoria and every 
student of Napier’s “History of the War in the Peninsula” knows 
hoAV Colin Campbell distinguished himself at San Sebastian. . The 
first and unsuccessful assault upon this fortress Avas delivered on the 
night of the 24th July 1813. It Avas a grave error and a violation of the 
orders of Lord Wellington to make the attack by night. The force 
employed in the assault Avas composed of the 3rd Battalion of the Royals, 
the 38th and the 9th Regiments. The darkness, the narroAvness and 
the difficulty of the ground to be traversed before the breach Avas 
reached, the insufficient destruction of the defences, all contributed to 
the failure of the attack. The ‘troops reached the breaching straggling 
and without order, and Avere there met with so destructive a fire that- 
they recoiled, and notwithstanding the heroic courage of many officers 
Avho endeavoured to rally them they failed to effect a lodgment. Napier 
Avrites ; “ It Avas in vain that Lieutenant Campbell breaking through 

the tumultuous crowd Avith the survivors of his chosen detachment 
mounted the ruins ; tAvice he ascended, tAvice he was wounded, and all 
around him died.” The three regiments got intermixed and after shells 
and musketry had thinned their numbers the trenches Avere regained in 
confusion. The terrible night’s Avork is represented in Colin Campbell’s 
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journal by the single word "storm.” On his division marching 
away Golin Campbell, whose wounds were still unhealed, was left behind 
at San Sebastian. However, on hearing of the likelihood of an engage- 
ment with the enemy, he left San Sebastian accompanied by a brother 
officer who had also been wounded, and, like himself, not discharged 
from hospital. By dint of crawling and an occasional lift in a casual 
waggon, he reached the 5th Division and was with his regiment when it 
played a leading part in the passage of the Bidasoa and the attack upon 
the heights beyond it. At a critical moment of that day Colonel Came- 
ron arrived with the 9th Regiment and led it to the summit of the first 
height. The French retired to a second ridge. Napier writes that : 

“ Cameron threw his men into a single column and bore against this 
new position, which curving inwards, enabled the French to pour a 
concentrated fire upon his regiment ; nor did his violent course seem 
to dismay them until he was within ten yards, when appalled by the 
furious shot and charge of the 9th, they gave way and the ridges were 
won.” In this memorable operation Colin Campbell received his third 
severe wound ; and also a severe reprimand from Colonel Cameron for 
the breach of discipline he had committed in leaving hospital before 
being discharged. 

On the 9th November 1813, Colin Campbell was promoted to a 
company without purchase in the 60th Regiment, and in December he 
returned to England. In 1814 he found his battalion in America, but 
had to return to England in a few months on account of the suffering 
caused by his wounds. On reaching home he took sick' leave and 
visited Paris which was then occupied by the allies. On the expira- 
tion of his leave he rejoined his regiment at Gibraltar where he 
remained three years. The reduction of his battalion of the 60th 
caused him to be transferred to the 21st, and in 1819 he joined them 
at the Barbadoes. The next seven years were passed by him in 
West India. The climate tried his constitution severely. In 1826 
he however managed by the generous assistance of a friend to purchase 
his majority, and returned home to the depot. The next six years 
were spent in England and Ireland performing the ordinary duties of 
his profession. In 1832 he was promoted to an unattached Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy by purchase. “ Thus,” to use his own words, " making a 
full period of nearly twenty-five years on full pay, viz., upwards of 
five years as a subaltern, nearly, thirteen as a Captain, and seven as a 
Major.” For the next four years, there was little for him to do, but 
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he was of far too energetic a temperament to be idle. He was present 
at the siege of Antwerp and sent home an interesting report: he 
resided in Germany for some time and studied the language and all 
the leading works relating to the art of war. 

On the 8th of May 1836, Colonel Campbell returned to the 
active work of his profession having been gazetted to the Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy of "the gallant and good old 9th Regiment’" for which he had 
received bis first commission. He was, however, immediately afterwards 
transferred to the 98th. Having attained the command of a regiment 
he quickly showed how good an officer he was. He had a fellow feeling 
with his soldiers and they -with him. He set great store by discipline, 
and that he brought his regiment into the highest state of discipline 
and efficiency we have the testimony of one of England’s greatest 
soldiers. When new colours were presented to the 98th, Sir Charles 
Napier said : “ Of the abilities for command which your chief possesses 
your own magnificent regiment is a proof. Of his gallantry in action 
hear what history saj^s, for I like to read to you of such deeds and such 
men. It stimulates young soldiers to deeds, of similar daring.” Taking 
his brother’s history Sir Charles Napier read the account of Colin 
Campbell’s attempt to mount the breach of San Sebastian. In 1841, 
the gallant 98th embarked for China, and its commanding officer, then 
fifty years of age, had the first opportunity of showing his great qualities 
as a commander of men in the field of action. The campaign in 
China won him a full colonelcy and the insignia of a Military Companion 
of the Bath. He was appointed Brigadier in command of the Chusan 
garrison, and the next four yeai*s were spent in professional Avork, in 
studying professional literature, Shakspere and the Scotch poets. The 
veteran who for more than fifty years served against England’s enemies 
in every clime Avas a man of considerable culture, and applied a strong 
and highly cultivated intellect to the business of AA’^ai’. 

In the year 1846 Colonel Campbell’s regiment landed in the country 
Avith whose history he aauII be best remembered and he was giAmn the 
command of the garrison at Lahore. The reputation he Avon at China 
■was enhanced in the Sikh Avar. He played a prominent part in the 
doubtful victory of Chillianwalla and received a SAVord cut from an 
artilleryman of the enemy in charging some of their guns. He Avrote 
to his sister on the 30th of January 1849 The fighting on the 13th 
Avas very severe. The enemy Averc strong in numbers and in guns and 
in a favourable position. The troops I conductod myself were in a 
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very critical position during the greater part of the battle ; but they 
managed, by boldness and determined gallantry, to overthrow every- 
thing opposed to them : I should say Her Majesty’s 61st Regiment, 
i which I led myself, for it was that corps which carried and overcame 
every difficulty. . I had many -miraculous escapes for which I am duly 
■ thankful. The handle of my watch was broken by a ball. I had a pock§t 
pistol in my right waistcoat-pocket which was broken to pieces by a 
ball, and my horse was wounded in the mouth. I got the sword cut 
from an artilleryman of the enemy in charging some of their guns ; 
but here I am, thank God, safe and sound and quite well,” * Colin 
I Campbell was present at the crowning victory of Gujrat, and by a 
, skilful . use , of the artillery • saved the unnecessary slaughter which 
unfortunately marked the previous battle. For his services in the Sikh 
campaign he was promoted to be a Knight Commander of the Bath, 
and after the war was over he was appointed to command the PeshaAvar 
Division. In the years 1851-52 he was engaged against the hill 
tribes beyond the Indus and Avhen he had beaten them in fight, he 
* proved that he could be merciful as well as brave. He objected to laying 
! waste fertile lands and burning villages for the crimes of one or two, 
J As a soldier he also objected to the interference of cmlians in military 
i matters. This led to a disagreement with Lord-Dalhousie and Brigadier 
} Campbell resigned.' The great Viceroy attributed to him “ over-cautious 
■' reluctance,” but subsequent years have proved how sound his judgment 
was, with regard to the danger of operating against brave tribes in 
the mountains with a badly equipped and insufficient force. He 
returned to England in 1853 and Avent on half pay, but Avas not long 
1 unemployed, for in 185 4 when the Crimean Avar broke out he was 
I appointed to the command of the Highland Brigade consisting of the 
I 42nd, 79th and 93rd Regiments. On the 10th of July he Avas gazetted 
• a Major-General after a service of forty-six years and one month. ' In 
I the last days of August" the Highland Brigade embarked at Varna. 
'j On the 20th of September they fought the battle of Alma. To Colin 
I Campbell’s advice the historian of the Crimean war ascribes the 
I decisive advance of the first division at Alma. “It Avas a fight of the 
Highland Brigade,” Avrote Colin Campbell to an old comrade. “ I never 
saw troops -inarch to battle with sang-froid and order than 

those three Highland regiments.” When the combat was over Lord 

• “ The Life of Colia Campheli, Lord Clyde,” by Lieutenant-General Shadwell, c.n., 
volume I, page 206. 
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Eaglan rode up and sent for Colin Campbell. “ When I approached 
him I observed his e3"es to fill and his lips and countenance to quiver. 
He gave me a cordial sha.ke of the hand, but he could not speak. 
The men cheered very much. I told them I was going to ask the 
Commander-in-Chief a great favour, that he would permit me to have 
the honour of wearing the Highland bonnet during the rest of the 
campaign which pleased them very much.” After the battle of Alma 
Sir Colin was placed in charge of the position at Balaclava, It was 
there with the “ thin red streak topped with a line of steel ” that he 
gallantly repulsed a memorable charge of Russian cavalry. The fate 
of the day hung upon the steadiness of his men. “ Remember,” said 
Colin Campbell, “ there is no retreat from here, men. You must die 
where you stand.” “ Aj, Sir Colin, we^ll do that,” was the spontaneous 
reply. The squadron bore down upon them, they became eager for 
the fray and showed a disposition to burst forth and to meet them 
with the bayonet. Then Colin Campbell’s voice rang out fiercely : 
“Ninety-third, Ninety-third, damn all that eagerness.” In a moment the 
line became steady and at the right moment poured upon the advancing 
column a deadly volley. 

On the death of Lord Raglan it was generally expected that the 
command of the army wjould be given to the man whose ability as a 
soldier was conspicuous and who had gained experience and reputation 
in war, but it was bestowed on one who had the merits of mediocrity 
and seniority. Colin Campbell hoped that his division would play a 
prominent part at the final assault of Sebastapol ; but to his bitter 
disappointment it only acted as a reserve to the troops employed. 
On the eve of the assault General Simpson offered him the command 
at Malta, -which he rightly regarded as an insult and an attempt to 
remove him firom the service. After the resignation of General 
Simpson the command of the army was given to Sir William Codrington, 
who was Sir Colin’s junior, and who had seen no service previous 
to the battle of Alma. Sir Colin who was in England called on the 
Commander-in-Chief and told him that he had come to resign on 
account of the proposal that had been made that he should go from 
duty with a division in the field to become schoolmaster to the recruits 
at Malta. An interview with the Queen however dispelled all angry 
feelings from his mind, and he expressed to Her Gracious Majesty 
his readiness to return to the Crimea and “ to serve under a Corporal 
if she w’ished. He returned but his stay was of short duration, for 
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peace was proclaimed, and 'he took, farewell of the Highland Brigade 
in a short manly speech. “ A long farewell. I am now old, and shall 
not he called to serve any more; and nothing will remain to me but 
the memory of my campaigns, and of the enduring,- hardy, generous 
soldiers with whom I have been long associated, whose names and 
glory will long be kept alive’ in the hearts of our countrymen.” He 
little thought that before two years would elapse these same Highland 
regiments would form part of an army with which he was to reconquer 
England’s great empire. 

Sir Colin Campbell was sixty-five years of age when he left 
England to assume command of the troops which bad been gathered 
together to suppress the mutiny, but in force and energy he was a 
young man. He received the offer of the command on the 11th July 
1857, started the next day, and reached Calcutta on the 13th of 
August. “ Last Monday (August l3th),” writes Lady Canning, we had 
a very great surprise when the mail steamer telegraphed that Sir 
Coiin Campbell was on board as Commander-in-Chief * * 

We found him very amiable and cheerful, an • endless talker and 
raconteur.^ He will be sure to fight well, but when will he have the 
opportunity. The 14,000 men from England will not arrive for long, 
and there is no sufficient force here for him^ to take the field. Only 
detachments and reinforcements go up now.” On the 17th of August 
Sir Colin assumed command of the Indian Army. He did not proceed 
up-country at once and this action of his was severely criticised 
at the time, But the delay was due to causes beyond his control. 
Before his arrival no preparation had been made for the equipment 
of the troops which nvere expected or for their transport to the seat 
of war. His presence at Calcutta was necessary in order to organise 
the administrative departments on whose efficiency the success of a 
campaign so greatly depends. He caused horses to be purchased for the 
cavalry and artillery, ordered guns to be cast, bullets to be moulded, and 


* Lady Canning, describing a drive to Barrackpore, writes “ September 26th. Sir Colin 
talked all the way, telling no end of military stories. When he grows very indignant he 
pulls off his little cap, and scratches his head violently, leaving his hair standing bolt upright 
-e.vactly like his portrait in Funch.” That forenoon news reached them •' Delhi has fallen.” 
Lady Canning writes : — “ As the elephants were at the door long before the carriage, we 
got upon them for a ride to the park gate. Funch would have made a nice vignette of Sir 
Colin with me in a howdah on the top of an elephant talking over our great news in the, 
greatest delight.”— "The Story of Two Noble Lives,” page 312, , 
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tents to be made.* He infused his own energy into all around him ; 
and in October when reinforcements arrived he was able to despatch 
them at once to the seat of war, he following immediately afterwards. 

On the night of the 27th of October Sir Colin left Calcutta 
accompanied by his head-quarters stafif.f Below Benares he narrowly 
escaped capture by a body of mutineers. “ As he and his party were 
posting along in their dak carriages, they saw them cross the road 
about five hundred yards distant. We counted twenty elephants with 
the mutineers. It was the narrowest escape for Sir Colin possible." 
On the 1st of November Allahabad was reached. Here news reached 
him that Outram was prepared, if absolutely necessary, to hold out 
on further reduced rations till near the end of November. The 
following morning Sir Colin arrived at Futtehpore. On his way there 
he got a despatch from Captain Peel informing the Governor-General 
that a body consisting of 1 62 men of Her Majesty’s 53rd Kegiment 
under Major Clarke, 68 of the Royal Engineers under Captain Clarke, 
70 of a depot detachment under Lieutenant Fanning of Her Majesty's 
64th Regiment, a company of the 93rd Highlanders 100 in number 

• In a letter Tvritten early in October Sir Colin sets forth the reasons of his detention at 
Calcutta. " We are sending forward the men bybullook-train, which takes up about 90 daily. 
The men take their knapsacks and blankets with them ; ammunition, 60 in pouch, and a reserve 
of 100 rounds. They travel day and luglft, halting only for two .or. three, hours in tlio 
middle of the day at the staging bungalows on the road. Bedding I hope to find for them at 
Allahabad. But we are deficient in everything. Carriage and the supply of food collected there 
is very, very scanty. But were I to enter into anything like such details as would cnablo 
you to form a correct idea of the starved state of everything necessary to prepare and fit a 
force for the field it would take up more time than I have at my disposal just now. When 
I can manage to hove a couple of regiments at Allahabad disposable for field service irrespective 
of the garrison of the Fort I join them instantly. Hero I am of use in pushing forward 
everything wanted in front — men, horses— very few of the latter — food, ammunition, &c, I 
have infused a little vivacity into the Quartermaster-General’s Department at Calcutta since 
my arrival.” — “ Life of Lord Clyde,” by Lieutenant-General Shadwell, c.n., Vol. I, page 436. 

t Lady Canning enters in her diary— « Tuesday, October 27th. Sir Colin starte'S after 
an early dinner. He goes up as fast as possible by diik carriage from the railway. He takes 
his four Aides-do-Comp, the two Alisons, Sir David Baird, Captain Fister, Captain Metcalf, 
General Mansfield and Captain Hopc-Jobnstone, and I believe they have got a doctor; The 
Superintendent of Telegraphs, Patrick- Stewart, goes to lay down a flying line to Lucknow if 
possible. Wo begged them all to take care of Sir Colin who has the ' habifof exposing 
himself very rashly. Ho has a nice set of what ho calls ‘ boys’ who are veryfbnd of him : that ho 
ttorms at them sometimes they all allow. To mo ho has behaved like an old cavalier and 
1 have thought him charming. Ho would tell mo everything and show me every letter and 

telegraph 1 could care to see or that would interest me,”-« The Story of two Noble Lives," 
Voluma II, page 332, . • 
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tinder Captain Cornwall, two 9-pounder guns under Lieutenant 
Anderson, Bengal Artillery, and 103 of the Naval Brigade under 
Captain Peel had defeated at Khujwa, twenty miles to the left, a 
considerable rebel force who ' were threatening to cut our lines. Our 
loss in the action was very severe, amounting to 95 killed and wounded. 
Ariiong the killed was the gallant Colonel Powell who commanded the 
force and fell dead with a bullet through, his forehead as he pressed 
on the attack and had just secured two guns of the enemy. Sir Colin 
in forwarding the despatch to the Governor-General remarked ; 

“ Success crowned the desperate efforts of the assailants, bub it is evident 
from the very lucid report of Captain Peel, C.B., K.. N., that the attack 
w'as most hazardous and that at one time the force was in the greatest 
danger.” After criticising the disposition of the force His Excellency 
gladly bore testimony to the brilliant courage and the untiring energy 
displayed by all ranks in conflict with the enemy, and in the great 
efforts made to come up ■with him. This fight affords one more instance 
of what the British soldier will perform in spite of every disadvantage 
and extraordinary fatigue. This was a soldier^s fight if ever there was 
one.” * 

On the morning of the 3rd of November Sir Colin arrived at 
Cawnpore. He found the position full of danger. Oudh was filled with 
rebels, and the trained soldiers of the Gwalior Contingent, only fifty-five 
miles away, threatened his communications. " Even Outram considered 
that these rebels should first be destroyed. He wrote: — ‘^We can 
manage to screw on till near the end of November on further reduced 
rations. * * * it is obviously to the advantage of the 

State that the Gwalior rebels should be first effectually destroyed that 
our relief should be a secondary consideration.” But Sir Colin 
considered the relief of the Residency to be all important. There lay 
before him a choice of evils. On the 8th of November he wrote to the 
Duke/ of Cambridge : — ■“ All accounts from Lucknow show that Sir 
James Outram is in great straits. The whole country has arisen around 
him, and the most trifling supplies cannot be obtained from the country 
for Brigadier Grant's force which is encamped about ten miles from the 
Alumbagh. I mention the latter fact to show more exactly how the case 
stands. I move myself with a month’s supply for all hands, fighting 
men and followers. On the other side, our communications are threatened 
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• " Indian Mutiny,” volume II, page 323. 
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by the Gwalior force, numbering 5, 000 , men, with sixteen heavy guns, 
twenty-four field guns, and an immense store of ammunition. The 
Nana Saheb crossed the Ganges yesterday; his followers, together with 
the debris of regiments which have gathered from various parts, are, 
as it appears, bound for Calpee, and will swell the Gwalior body to about 
10,000 men.” * Lucknow was fifty-three miles from Cawnpore on one 
side, Calpee was forty miles from it on the other. At Calpee the most 
highly organised and best drilled force in India had the broad Jumna 
between them and Lord Clyde. They also had possession of the boats. 
They could avoid coming to action for an indefinite time. Meanwhile as 
Colin Campbell thought “ the deserted garrison ” might fall from want 
of food. According to the principles which regulate all ordinary 
military operations Sir Colin should have secured his base and line of 
operation previous to his advance on Lucknow. But as the Duke of 
Wellington has observed : “ If the world was to be governed by principles, 
nothing would be more easy than to conduct even the greatest of affairs ; 
but in all circumstances, the duty of a wise man is to choose the 
lesser of any two difficulties which beset him.” Sir Colin chose TYhat 
he considered the lesser evil. Having as far as it lay in his power 
provided for the communications and the safety of. the scattered 
parties he determined to leave Windham with a detachment to defend 
the entrenchment at Cawnpore, and trusting to the valour of his small 
but devoted band to make a dash at Lucknow, rescue the garrison, and 
swiftly returning save Windham from an}’’ danger that threatened 
him. He who has been blamed for over-caution proved that when it 
was neces.sary he was capable of undertaking a considerable risk and 
performing a brilliant feat of arms. • 

On the 6th and 8th of November memoranda were issued t by 
the Chief of the Staff for the guidance of General Windham. “ He is 
ordered,” -wi’ote Sir Colin to the Duke of Cambridge, " in case of an 
advance upon Cawnpore to show the best front he can, but not 
to move out to attack unless he is compelled by the threat of 
bombardment. His garrison will consist of 500 British soldiers, 550 
Madras infantry and gunners, and if he is severely threatened— of 
which of course I shall have instruction — he -will be further strength- 
ened by some of the detachments which will be in the course of 

*" Tho Life of Colin CampboH, Lord Clyde," by Lieutenant-General Shadwell, c.u,, 
volume I. ' * 

+ " Indian Mutiny,^' volume II, pages *111-13. 
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arrival during the week/’’ During, his stay at Cawnpore Sir Colin 
pressed forward the various detachments and stores as they arrived 
to the camp at Buntera. By the most strenuous exertions a 
small siege-train, principally manned by the sailors of Peel’s Naval 
Brigade, had been got up and a diminutive engineer park collected. 
Having arranged for the despatch onwards of ordnance and engineer 
parks, commissariat and medical stores, the Commander-in-Ohief 
early on the morning of the 9th left Cawnpore, escorted by a detach- 
ment of cavalry and horse artillery left behind by Hope Grant, and 
reached the camp at Buntera that evening after a forced march of 
thirty-five miles. The following morning Mr. Kavanagh dressed and 
disguised as a Native arrived in camp. He had left the Residency 
the previous night to act as guide to Colin Campbell. 

Thomas Henry Kavanagh was the son of a British soldier, and 
his great physical strength and iron nerve well adapted him for his 
father’s noble profession. The Fates designed that at an early age he 
should become a clerk in a Government office. The hour of battle 
however brought forth his hereditary militant spirit and he proved his 
courage in several sorties which he accompanied in his capacity as 
Assistant Field Engineer. He accompanied Colonel Napier when he 
went out to bring in the wounded and proved of great service to him 
in . guiding him through the Palaces which lined the river. As an 
Engineer he saw the plans which were being made by direction of 
Sir James Outram to guide the Commander-in-Chief in his attempt 
to reach 4he Residency. Kavanagh felt a living guide would be 
better. He determined to make his way to His Excellency’s camp. 
About 10 o’clock A.M, on the 9th instant he learnt that a spy had 
come in from Cawnpore and that he was returning in the night 
as far as Alumbagh with despatches to Sir Colin Campbell, He 
sought out the man and told him his desire to accompany him in 
disguise. “ He hesitated a great deal at acting as my guide, but 
made no attempt to exaggerate the dangers of the road. He merely 
urged that there was more chande of detection by our going together 
and proposed that we should take different roads_ and ’ meet outside 
of the city, ‘to which I objected.” Kavanagh was not to be deterred. 
That , afternoon he volunteered his services through his immediate chief, 
Colonel Napier. Napier pronounced the attempt impracticable, but 
being impressed by his earnestness took him to Outram, Outram 
frankly confessed that he thought it of the utmost importance that a 
European officer acquainted with the ground should guide the relieving 
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force, bufcthat the impossibility of any European being able to pass 
through the city undetected deterred him from ordering any officer to go 
or even seeking volunteers for such a duty.* He moreover considered 
the enterprise so hazardous that he did not consider himself justified in 
accepting Kavanagh’s brave offer, but the brave volunteer .was so 
earnest in his entreaties that Outram consented to ^ let him go, 
Kavanagh returned to his quarters. “I lay down on my bed. with my 
back towards my wife, who was giving’ her children the poor dinner to 
which they were reduced, and endeavouring to silence their repeated 
requests for more. I dared not face her ; for her keen eye and fond 
heart would have immediately detected that I was in deep thought 
and agitated. She called me to partake of a coarse cake, but, 
as I could no more have eaten it than have eaten herself, I pleaded 
fatigue and sleepiness, and begged to be let alone. Of all the 
trials I ever endured this was the worst. At six o’clock I kissed 
the family and left, pretending that I was for duty at the mines, 
and that I might be detained till late in the morning.” He proceeded 
to a small room in the slaughter-yard where he disguised him- 
self as a hudmash or swashbuckler, with sword and shield, native-' 
made shoes, tight trousers, a yellow silk koortah (or jacket) over 
a tight-fitting white muslin shirt, “a yellow-coloured chintz sheet 
thrown round my shoulders, a cream-coloured turban, and a white 
waistband or kumurbund. My face down to the shoulders, and my 
bands to the wrists were coloured Avith lamp black, the cork used 
being dipped in oil to cause the colour to adhere a little.” Thus 
attired he entered Napier’s room ivho did not recognise him. Outram 
himself daubed him once more and he and Napier warmly pressed his 
hand as they wished him God-speed. Then at half-past eight accompanied 
by Kananji Lai, the scout, Kavanagh passed through the British 
lines and reached the right bank of the Goomtee. “I descended 
naked to the stream, ivith the clothes on my head rolled into bundle. 
The first plunge into the lines of the enemy, and the cold water, 
chilled my courage immensely and if the guide had been within my 
reach I should, perhaps, have pulled him back, and given up the 
enterprise.” t On the other side in a grove of low trees they re-dressed 
and went up the left bank until they reached the iron bridge. Here 

• “ How I won tlic Victoria Cross,” by T. Henry Kavanagh, pao-e 80. 

t-How I won tho Victoria Cross,” by Thomas II. Kavanaghr page 8-1. " I remcmbor 
the IbriU of c.xcUemcnt with which when a lad I heard Mr. Kavanagh relate his plunge into 
the river.” 
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they .Ayere. sfcopjjed and called over by. a native officer who Avas 
.seated in an upper-storied house. “My guide advanced to, the light 
and I stayed a little in the shade.” After hearing that they had 
come from the old cantonment and vyere going into the city to them 
homes he let them proceed. And they Avent on again till they reached 
tlie stone bridge by Avhich. they crossed the Goomtee and entered the 
principal street of LucknoAv, Avhich fortunately was not so brightly 
lighted as before the siege, nor Avas it so, crowded. “I jostled against 
several armed men in the street Avithout being spoken to, a,nd only 
met one guard of seven sepoys Avho Avere amusing themseh'es Avith 
Avomen of pleasure.” They threaded their Avay through the heart 
of the city to the. open country on the further side. “I Avas in great 
spirits Avhen Ave reached the green fields into Avhich I had not been 
for five months, everything around us smelt SAveet, and a carrot I took 
from the roadside was the most delicious I had ever smelt.” The next 
five miles’ tramp Avas pleasant. Then they discovered that they had 
lost their Avay and were in the Dilkposha Park which Avas occupied 
by the enemy. “ I Avent Avithin tAventy yards of tAvo guns to see what 
strength they were and returned to the guide vrho Avas in great 
alarm, and begged I AA'ould not distrust him because of the mistake as 
it Avas caused b}’’ his anxiety to take me aAvay from the picquets of the 
enem 3 %” Kavanagh reassured the man by informing Ifim such accidents 
were frequent CA'^en Avhen there was no danger to be avoided. It was 
noAv about midnight. They endeavoured to persuade a cultivator 
Avho Avas watching his crop to shoAv the Avay for a short distance, but 
he urged old age and lameness. Kavanagh peremptorily commanded 
him to accompany them. He ran off screaming and alarmed the dogs 
of the whole village, and the dogs made them boat a quick retreat 
to the cana,! “ in Avhich I fell several times OAving to my shoes being Avet 
and slippei'y and my "feet sorct The shoes Avere hard and tight and 
had rubbed the skin off my toes, and cut into the flesh above the heels.” 
Two hours afterAvards they Avere again on the right track, two Avomen 
in a village having kindly helped them to find it. They reached an 
advanced picquet of sepoys Avho also told them the Avay after having 
asked them Avhere they had come from and Avhere they were going. 
By three o’clock they reached a grove and heard a man singing. 
“ I thought he Avas a villager ; but he got alarmed on hearing us 
approach and astonished us by calling out a guard of sepoys all of 

36 


282 


INTRODUCTION 


•whom asked questions.” Here was a terrible moment. “ Kananji Lai 
lost heart for the first time and threw aAvay the letter entrusted to him 
for Sir Colin Campbell. I kept mine safe in my turban. We satisfied 
the guard that we Avere poor men travelling to Umeenla, a village tAvo 
miles this side of the Chiefs camp, to inform a friend of the death of 
his brother by a shot from the British entrenchment at LucknoAV, and 
they told us the road.” After tramping for half ah hour in the 
direction indicated they suddenly found themselves in a SAvamp. It 
Avas eerie work Avading through it for two hours up to their Avaists 
in water and through Aveeds. “I Avas nearly exhausted on getting 
out of the Avater having made great exertions to force our way through 
the Aveeds and to prevent the colour being Avashed off my face. It Avas 
nearly gone from my hands,” Kavanagh thoroughly Avorn out by cold 
and fatigue rested for fifteen minutes despite of the remonstrances of 
the guide. Then the}"^ again trudged foiward and came on tAVo picquets 
about three hundred yards asunder seated Avith their heels to the fire, 
*'I did not care to face them, and passed betAveen the tAvo flames 
unnoticed for they had no sentries throAvn out.” . A little later they 
met several villagers Avith their families and chattels mounted oii 
buffaloes. They said they were flying for their lives from the English, 
As the moonlight Avas groAving less they stopped at a corner of a mango 
grove, and Kavanagh Avearied in body and spirit by the night’s 
Avork lay down in spite of Kananji Lai’s entreaties, to sleep for an 
hour. He bade his companion to go into the grove to search for a 
guide. No sooner Avas Kavanagh left by the scout Avhen he Avas 
startled by the challenge “Who comes there” in a native accent. 
“ We had reached a British cavalry outpost. My eyes filled Avith joyful 
tears and I shook the Sikh officer in charge of the picquet heartily by 
the hand,” The old soldier sent tA\'o of his troopei's to guide Kavanagh 
to the adA'anced guard. The day Avas coming SAviftly brighter Avhen a 
strange looking ci'eature presented himself before the tent of the 
Commander-in-Ghief. " As I approached the door an elderly gentleman 
Avith a stern face came out, and, going up to him, I asked for Sir Colin 
Campbell.” “ I am Sir Colin Campbell ” Avas the sharp reply, " and 
Avho are you ?” “ I pulled off my turban and opening the folds took 
out a short note of introduction from Sir Jaraes Outram.” A most 
splendid feat of gallantry was done and it proved a most iuA'aluable 
service. Her Jlajesty conferred upon. Kavanagh the insignia of the 
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Victoria Cross, and he was the first non-military man who ever 
obtained that highest honour.* 

With the information brought by Mr. Kavanagh and the despatch 
and plan sent by Outram the Commander-in-Ghief was enabled to 
finally determine his plan of operations. He had already worked it 
out with great care at Calcutta. He knew what a heavy loss of life 
Havelock’s advance through the narrow and tortuous streets of Lucknow 
had entailed and he therefore determined to give the city a wide berth. 
He would make a flank march across country to his own right upon, the 
Dilkoosha Park. Then he would advance upon the Martiniere and 
the line of the canal and from that point advance hj the right as 
close as possible to the river, thereby securing that flank against on- 
slaught though not against flre.f He would seize the barracks and 
the Secunder Bagh from the open ground, then under cover of 
batteries to be opened on the Kaiser Bagh-, the key of the enemy^s 
position, carry the intermediate buildings, and after effecting a junction 
with the Residency withdraw the garrison. The route W'hich Outram 
advised Sir Colin to follow agreed with his own as regards the direc- 
tion of the advance by the Dilkoosha and the Martiniere but it differed 
in the method of approaching the Secunder Bagh. Outram recom- 
mended the canal bridge or the canal a little below’ it to be crossed, 
and a w'ay made through the suburb to the road leading to the barracks 
and the Secunder Bagh, whereas Sir Colin preferred to keep the more 
open ground near the river and thus avoid the contingency of commit- 
ting his troops to a struggle in the streets of the suburbs.J 


* The Government of India bestowed on him a donation of Rs. 20,000 equal to several 
years’ pay at the rate he was then drawing and promoted him from a clerk to a civil office to 
be kti Assistant Commissioner on Rs. 700 a month, — great rewards, but certainly not more 
than were deserved.” — “ A Lecture on the Relief of Lucknow,” by Colonel H. W. Norman, c.b. 

t“A Lecture on the Relief of Lucknow,” by Colonel H. W. Norman, c.b. 

” Life of Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde,” by Lieutenant-General Shadwell, c.n., volume I, 
page 454. 

, J “ Life of Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde,” by Lieutenant-General Shadwell, c.b , volume I, 
page 454. ' 

Sir Archibald Allison who accompanied Lord Clyde to India as Military Secretary 
writes as follows : — “ It is said to have been the Commander-in-drief’s original intention to 
have crossed the Goomtee, and move up its left bank opposite to the Residency — there 
-established his heavy guns under cover of their fire, thrown a bridge, and then drawn oS the 
■garrison. But .upon this bsing submitted to Sir James , Outram, both he and his Chief 
Engineer had so earnestly dissuaded him from it, on the ground of local obstacles, that yielding 
to their superior local knowledge he had given it up, and determined to move , by the , right 
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code of signals from Outram, a semaphore was erected on the Alum Bagh 
and soine communications were held with the Residency, where a similar 
semaphore had been erected. 

The next morning Brigadier the Honourable Adrian Hope of Her 
Maiesty’s 93rd Highlanders, who commanded a brigade, was ordered to 
seize the fort of Jallalabad, whose occupation by the enemy threatened 
our line of communication. He found it deserted and by blowing up one 
of the walls rendered it indefensible. The day was spent by Colin 
Campbell in making final arrangements for the- advance. All the tents 
were parked in the Alum Bagh and the garrison changed. The effective 
men of the British regiments with Sir James Outram were removed 
and formed into two small provisional detachments and their place 
was taken by Her Majesty’s TStb,'*^ “ which had been so much harassed 
by its late exertions.” They with 50 men of the Sikh Regitnent 
of Ferozepore and a detachment of Artillery formed tlie entire garri- 
son. In the afternoon Sir Colin pushed forward a strong recon- 
naissance towards the Ghai’bagh bridge and the left front in order to 
deceive the enemy as to his real line of - advance. Thatj evening 
reinforcements having reached him during the day, and in anticipation 
of a few more arriving next morning, he took the last steps for the 
organization of his force and he issued his last orders. Divided into 
three nominal brigades of infantry and one of cavalry, with artillery, 
sailors and engineers, the force hardly numbered one strong brigade, not 
more than 4,200 sabres and bayonets. The British Infantry, the pith 
and strength of battle, did not exceed three thousand. 

The infantry brigade commanded by the Hon. Adrian Hope was 
the strongest. It was composed of the 93rd Highlanders, 934 bayonets 
and 48 officers of all ranks, veterans who had shown the -stuff they 
were made of in the Crimea : a wing of the 53rd Foot, hardy old 
soldiers well acquainted with Indian battle and full of zeal and pluck : 
and the 4th Punjab Infantry weak in numbers' but forward soldiers 
of undaunted courage. The two other infantry' brigades were not of 
the size of good regiments. The one commanded by Brigadier 

•“ The 75th was the firit regiment to move down from the hills when the nows of the 
outbreak at Meerut reached Head-Quarters : it liad done grand service, had suIFcrcd heavily 
during the siege of Delhi, and had v.'ell earned, and badly needed, a rest. It was now only 
SOU strong, and bad lost in six months nine oincers, in action and from disease, besides twelve 
wounded. Forty. one Years in India," by Field Marshal Lord Roberts k.p., V.C., 
volume J, page 309. 
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.Greathed was composed of the 8th Foot and the 2nd Punjab Infantry, 
both good regiments but weakened in numbers by hard fighting at 
Delhi, and a battalion of detachments. The third commanded' by 
Brigadier Russell was composed of a wing of the 23rd Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers, a regiment famous in our military annals but new to Indian 
warfare, and owing to its losses in the Crimea consisting mainly of 
' young soldiers and two companies of the 82nd Foot.* 

The artillery brigade commanded by Brigadier Crawford, Royal 
Artillery, was composed of two companies of Garrison Royal Artillery 
under Captain Travers and Captain Longden, equipped with 18- 
pounder guns and mortars ; Captains Remington and Blunt^s troops of 
the famous Bengal Horse Artillery ; two very efficient guns of Madras 
Native Horse Artillery under Captain Bridge ; Captain Middleton’s 
Horse Battery of Royal Artillery, the first horsed guns of the Royal 
Regiment that ever engaged an enemy in India, and Captain Bourchier^s 
Bengal Field Battery, The artillery of the Army was augmented 
by the Naval Brigade consisting of 250 seamen and marines of Her 
Majesty’s Ship Shannon who manned six 24-pounders and two howitzers 
with bullock draft and two rocket tubes mounted on light carts ; not 
only did they man these pieces but their marines and a body of seamen 
armed with rifles formed a formidable escort of infantry. f 

The cavalry brigade commanded by Brigadier Little was composed 
of two squadrons, 9th Lancers, commanded by Major Audry, detach- 
ments of the 1st, 2nd, and 5th Punjab Cavalry and Hudson’s Horse, 
commanded respectively by Lieutenants Watson, Probyn, Younghusband 
and Gough. The cavalry was supplemented by a detachment of the 
military train commanded by Major Robertson, organised as two 
squadrons of cavalry. 

The small brigade of Engineers commanded by Lieutenant Lennox, 
Royal Engineers, comprised a splendid company of Royal Engineers, 
a company of Madras sappers, a few faithful Bengal sappers fresh from 
Delhi, and two companies of newly-raised pioneers. 

The last arrangement ihade, the last order given, Colin Campbell 
wrote to his sister that night : “ My force is high and powerful in spirit 


Lord- Clyde’s Campaien in India,” ” Blaclfwood’s Magazine,” November 1858. Lord 
Roberts estimates the force to have amounted to about 600 cavalry and 3,500 infantry, with 
about 42 guns. 

A Lecture on the Relief of Lucknow,” by General H. W. Norman, c.b., page 17.. 
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and courage, but our numbei'S are not so many as may be desirable. 
Our friends in Lucknow have food only for five or. six daj's, aud the 
effort must be made to save them at any cost.” * 

At break of da}'^ the ranking and arranging began ; but - it was 
9 A.ji. before the main column formed under Sir Colin'’s oAvn eye was 
under way. The country in front of it was a wide tract some miles 
square, ivell cultivated with cane and corn, and dotted; with huge, chimps 
of trees, bordered on the north by the canal and flanked on the north- 
east by the Goomtee which wound and twisted like an English stream. 
Nigh the river on a plateau was the Dilkusha (Hearths Delight), a 
favourite country seat of the Kings of Oudh, surrounded by a fine park 
which would do credit to an English domain. Northwards below the 
plateau about half a mile away la}' the Martini^re whose mango woods 
stretch to the edge of the canal.f Both the Dilkusha and Marfciniere 
■were highly defensible positions, and Colin Campbell determined they 
should he the base of his operations. 

Advancing between the Alumbagh and fort of .Jallalabad tho 
main column struck across the plain nearly due east. Greathod witli 


*“ The Life of Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde,’' by Lieuti-naiit-Gencral Sbadwcll, c.b„ 
volume II, pngo 5. 

t The Martini ere is a fantastic pile of buildings xvliich tbc Frencb ndveiituror Claude 
Martin erected as a residence for himself. Lord Vnlentia who visited Lucknow in 1803 
writes : — “ I went out to drive at Constantin, the resilience of Claude Martin. It is a 
strange fantastical building of every species of architecture, and adorned with minute 
stucco fretwork, enormous rod lions with lamps instead of eyes, Chinese Mandarins and 
ladies with shaking heads, and all the gods and goddesses of the heathen mythology. It has 
a Imndsomc effect at a distance from a lofty tower in tlie centre with four turrets ; but on a 
nearer approocU the wretched taste of the ornaments only excites contempt. A more e.vtra- 
ordinary combination of Gothic towers, and Grecian pillastcrs I believe was never before 
devised. Within tbc ball is very fine, but the other apartments are small and gloomy, 
loaded with stucco work painted yellow to imitate gilding. It is not yet finished^ but 
by bis will be has directed that it shall he completed, according to his plan. In a vault under 
tho house he was according to his will buried and a largo plain .slab with the following inscrip- 
tion marks his resting place: — 'Here lies Major-General Claude Martin, born at Lyons, 1735; 
arrived in India a common soldier, and died at Lucknow, tiie 13th December 1800. Pray for 
bis soul.’ Claude Martin was a native of the city of Lyons, and served under Lally -in 
the regiment of Lorr.iino. After Ch indemagore was taken by Clive he entered the service 
of the East India Company and rose to the rank of Captain, Ho then entered the .service of 
the Nawab of Oudh but was allowed by the Company to retain liis rank and enjoy promotion, 
lie amassed a largo fortune and by his will formed colleges at Lucknow, Calcutta and Lyons. 
His directions that his palace at Lucknow should never be sold but should ’ serve ns a 
coUese for educating children and men in the English language and rcligiou ’ were carried out 


by the BnliaU Government.’ 
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his infantry and guns facing the canal were g\iam '-its lef^i^ar, 

but it ^yas to close up and form the rea^-' wfen thefi^ainj -bg^'ba^^y^ 
in touch with the enemy. For three miles no pne^js w^^^ep^.^ ^They 
had expected that the advance would agaid J)e m^d^.^by Xhe dharbai^-i- 'j 
and were taken by surprise. It was hard work g6ttlng-th e» h^ j^^-guns,- ; 
across the fields and rivulets, but the sailors and -sapp/rs bketcaAeJall 
diflSculties. At length the leading troops approached the park wall : 
and Avere met by a long line of musketry fire. The advance guard was 
quickly reinforced by Captain Remington'’s troop and No. 17 batteiy 
and more infantry composed of companies of the 6 th Fusiliers, 64bh Foot 
and 78th Highlanders under Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton, with the 8th 
Foot in support. The cavalry and artillery pushing through an opening 
in the park wall and the infantry advancing, the enemy were quickly- 
driven out of the Dilkhusha and over the crest of the plateau down to the 
Martiniere below. On the cavalry and artillery reaching the brow 
of the slope, they were saluted with a heavy fire of artillery and 
musketry. Hardy of the Royal Artillery having quickly brought 
up a heavy howitzer, Remington^s Horse Artillery and Bourchier’s 
battery vigorously replied. Under cover of their fire the infantry 
advanced and bounding over the wall drove the rebels from thg 
Martinidre at the point of the bayonet. The cavalry went into them 
as they flew and chased them till they plunged into the canal. Watson * 
with the hot blood of youth thundered entirely alone into their cavalry, 

A hand to hand contest ensued. He slew their leader, a fine native 
officer of the 15th Irregulars. Dreadfully beset by six troopers he 
fought, until Probyn seeing his imminent danger galloped forward ^yith 
the two squadrons and rescued him from his assailants. For this and 
gallantry on'many other occasions,’^ Watson received the Victoria Cross. 

By noon the Dilkhusha and Martiniere were both occupied. Bri- 
gadier Hope's brigade was then brought up and arranged in position 
in the wood of the Martiniere at the end opposite the canal, being 
flanked to the left by Captain Bourchier’s field battery and two of 
Captain Peel's heavy guns. Brigadier Little with the cavalry and No. 

17 battery occupied the plain in front of the Mo.rtiniere, while beyond, 
dn front of the Dilkhusha, was Russell's brigade. He was strictly 

* Now General Sir John Watson, v.p., e.c.b., Bombay Staff Corps. 

From His FIxcellency the Commander-in-Chief to the Right Hon’ble the Governor-Gene- 
ral, dated Head-Quarters Shah Nujjeef, Lucknow, Igtb Novcipber 1857. — “ Indian Jlutihy, " 
volume III, page 339. 
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commanded not to allow our left to be turned, for it would lead not only to 
our communication with Alumbagh but also our commissariat stores and 
ammunition, which were being brought up, covered by a strong rear-guard 
under lieutenant-Colonel Ew^art of Her Majesty's 93rd Highlanders,being 
cut off. Russell wuth the conception of a daring soldier pushed forward 
several companies of infantry and seized tw^o villages on the bank 
of the canal of the utmost stragetic importance. They had not been 
long held when the enemy drew out and attacked our position between 
Banks’ House and the villages and from some groves on the opposite 
bank opened a heavy fire on them. Brigadier Little ordered an 
immediate advance of the centre. A few rounds from his guns 
sent the rebels back into the city. The cavalry having cleared 
the bed of the canal and the groves, the column returned to 
the Martinidre where they were ordered to bivouac during the night. . 
No sooner however were the horses untraced than another and more 
vigorous attack was made on our position in front. “ The force turned 
out like magic, Remington w'as fimt upon the road and went well to 
the front, nearly up to the canal bridge, followed by the remainder of 
the artillery and cavalry. The infantry as each successive column 
arrived on the plain deployed along the banks of the canal, while the 
53rd, 93rd, and 4!th Punjab Infantry, attacked wdth vigour tho main 
body of the enemy and drove them back with slaughter, pursuing them 
beyond the canal.” * 

Two very promising young ofiBcers lost their lives. Lieutenant 
Majmo, Bengal Horse Artillery, who was shot through the breast, and 
Captain Wheatcroft, Carabineers, doing duty -with Her Majesty’s 9th 
Lancers f whose chest was tom open by the carcass of a shell. 

• " Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchicr, 
c.n., page 13G. 

"On this occasion the 53rd, 93rd and a body of tho 4th Punjab Sikhs distinguished them- 
selves.”— From His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to the Right Hon’ble tho Governor- 

General, dated Head-Quarters Shah Nnjjeef, Lucknow, 18th November 1857. " Indian 

Mutiny” volume III, pagn 340. 

tFrom His Excellency tbo Commander-in-Cbief to tho Right Hon’ble tho Governor- 

General, dated Head-Quarters Sliah Nujjecf, Luckno-w, 18th November 1857. "Indian 

Mutiny,” volume III, page 340, " At tho conclusion of the fight I heard, with great grief, that 
my poor friend Mayne had been killed, shot through the breast a few seconds after he had 
loft mo. He was soon to turn his horse and after going a short distance, fall to tho ground, 

when picked up ho was quite dead.”— "Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord 
Roborts, V.C., K. G., volume I, page 313. 

.. K.l lam batec. .1, cl », „„ 



— — JL 


INTRODUCTION 


291 


The Soldiei’S bivouacked on the ground with their arms beside 
.them. Late at night the old Chief visited the field hospital, spoke a 
kindly word to each man, and gave an order that if necessary their 
wants should be supplied from his own private stores. Then he too 
dearly loving a bivouac slept in tbe open near his men. 

Sir Colin Campbell had intended to make the great advance 
next day, but the provisions and ammunition had not arrived. All day 
the enemy had hung on the rear-guard and Ewart having often to 
drive them back, he did not close up to the column until late next 
morning, when every kind of baggage was stored in the Dilkhusha 
which -was held by Her Majesty’s 8th Foot, half the cavalry and five 
guns, placed under the command of Brigadier Little. About midday 
an attack upon the picquets posted in the low ground, by the river on 
our extreme right flank, was repulsed by the cavalry and horse artillery, 
two guns of the Madras native troop of horse artillery being promi- 
nently engaged. In the afternoon the Commander-in-Chief, in order to 
impress the enemy with the belief that no advance was contemplated 
in that direction, made a reconnaissance of the position opposite to our 
left. The artillery was rnassed on the left front, the picquets were 
withdrawn from the right and orders issued that a constant fire of 
mortars should be kept up during the night on the Begum’s palace and 
the barracks. Meanwhile SiT Colin satisfied himself that the ground, 
on the right or near bank of the river was open and favourable for 
the advance of the column. In the evening he signalled from the 
Martini^re where he had caused a semaphore to be erected, to Outram 
and Havelock— “Advance to-morrow.’^ When darkness fell a huge 
bonfire, was lighted on the top of the plateau, salvos of balloon shells 
were discharged, and Peeks rocket cars* poured their deadly contents 
into the city. 

sitting under a hedge ; a beautiful little buUock, chased by some soldiers, jumped into our 
circle, Wheatcroft caught him. It was unanimously voted that he should he kept for Christ- 
mas Day, Wheatcroft adding, at the time, ‘ I wonder how many of us will be alive.’ Both 
were gallant officers, and deeply regretted.”—" Bight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal 
Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, c.n., page 137. 

Though on your own side, the very sight of the little car, with the mast slipt in its 
centre, inukes your hair stand on end. Reader, if ever you see it coming near you (Peel will 
in all probability be whistling or telling some amusing anecdote — in fact as much unconcerned 
as if going to an evening party), and you are trying to snooze off the effects of a hard day’s 
work, quietly move off as far as possible : your rest is gone. A more diabolical apparatus for 
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November 
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L 5 eutcnaai Sir CoIin had signalled to Outram that he would advance next 
bringfup morning. But he doubted if sufficient reserve of small arm ammuni- 
tiiP licjcrro tion had been brought from Alumbagh for the hard work before the 

Etnmcni* , TT I /. o T- 

ji,.n men on the morrow. He therefore sent for Lieutenant Eoberts and 
ordered him to return with an escort to AlumbSgh and bring up the 
reserve rifle ammunition. He “desired that the Ordnance officer 
whose fault it was that sufficient ammunition had not been brought " * 
should go back with Eoberts and be left at the Alumbagh. At 9 p.w. 
Eoberts started, accompanied by Younghusband, Hugh Gough, the 
Ordnance officer, two squadrons of cavaliy, and 150 camels. The 
route chosen was the one by ivhich the force had advanced, but after 
leaving the Dilkhusha they lost the track, Eoberts produced a compass 
and by its aid they struck the right direction, “ but that did not help us 
to clear the ravines, which, in our efforts to turn or get-through them, 
made our way appear interminable.” f At length the Alumbagh was 
reached, the ammunition laden on the camels, and the party started on 
their return journey. "Day had dawned before we came in sight of 
Dilkhusha and by the time I had made the ammunition ; over to tho 
Ordnance officer it was broad daylight. As I rode up to . the Martin- 
iore I could see old Sir Colin, only partially dressed, standing on 
the steps in evident anxiety at my non-arrival.” J 

By 8 AM., the soldiers having had their breakfast, the force was 
'put in motion. A squadron of Hodsons Horse with Blunt’s troop of 
Bengal Horse Artillery and a company of the 53rd led the way. 
Hope's and Eussell’s brigade followed : the ammunition and the 
Engineer Park came next, and Greathod’s brigade brought up the 
rear.§ The force consisted of not above three thousand bayonets, while 

roufijig ED .nniiy from its roposo rvas never invcntcfl ; but, abominable as is tlio disturbance 
tliey mniiti, tbeir effect, ns Peel used (hem, njust have been terrific in a crowded city.”—" Eight 
Months’ Cnnip.iign against the llcngal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Pourchier, c.«„ page 137. 

• " Forty-otie Ycors in India, ” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v,c„ k.d., volume I, 
pages 318-319. 


by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., k.o., volume J, 


t“ Forty-one Years, in India,” 
pages 316-319. 

J " torty-ono^cars in lnilia,”by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., k.o., volume I, page 320. 
§ (trcnthcil’E brigade (cvcipt the 8th Foot left at Dilkhnsa), like Bourehier’a battery, 
romflim.'d to guard our Itfi flank until mid-d.ay, when it was ordered to follow the column 
and form the rmr-guanl.-" Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c,, 
K.O., volume I, page 32, 

"Rigbt Monlbs’ Campaign .against the Bengal .^epoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, 
c u . png>; J39 



IN^HODUCTION 


293 


sixty thousand armed men, mostly trained soldiers, concentrated in a 
position of great strength, harred their way. But our soldiers were of 
England’s best. 

The column moving from our extreme right ci’ossed without delay 
the Canal, for it was almost dry, and the banhs not being steep presented 
little difficulty to the passage even of heavy guns.* Then, clinging to 
the river bank, the force marched through narrow tortuous lanes, or lo'^V 
thick plantations enclosed by mud walls, till it struck a cart track, which 
bending sharply to the left led through some gardens into a village. 
As the advance guard made the sharp turn, it was received by a heavy 
fire of musketry. Through an opening in the street could be seen on 
the right, within musketry range, the Secunderbagh or Alexander’s 
Garden — a high walled enclosure about one hundred yards square, with 
bastions t at the angles, and carefully loopholed. From the front, from 
some enclosures on the right, from some houses on the left, the enemy 
plied the advanced guard with musketry. The cavalry could not advance 
on account of abattis and barricades. They could not retire, for the 
narrow lane with high banks was blocked with infantry and artillery. 
Great was the confu-sion. Sm Colin rode forward into the thick of the 
tumult, stormed, animated, and ordered. A gun, from the advanced 
guard •was ran on a bank and opened on the Secunderbagh, the 
company of the 63rd, also an advance guard, was sent to line the enclo- 
sures on the right, and the cavahy by a clever move were got into some 

• “ Expecting an attack from the Catvnpore side, the enemy committed a fatal erro 
having dammed up the canal and broken all the bridges between Banks’ House and tl 
Charbagh Bridge, leaving the portion near the Goomtee perfectly dry. The banks not beir 
steep, presented little difficulty, to the pa«sage even of heavy guns.”— “Eight Month 
Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, c.b., page 137. 

t Colonel Bourchier, a most accurate writer, slates : — “ The position consisted of 
high walled enclosure of strong masonry, 120 yards square, carefully loopholed all roun 
flanked at the corners by circular bastions, and containing beside a double story of house 
producing a double line of fire. In the centre was a two-storied house, from which, and froi 
tlie parapeted flat roof, a triple fire was kept up. ” — “Eight Months’ Campaign against th 
Bengal Pepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, c.n., page 139. Colonel Alexander in " Th 
Itecollections of a Highland Subaltern” writes: — “The Sikandarbagh was a large enclosun 
about 1 50 yards square, .flanked at the four corners by pentagonal bastions. These bastion 
were occupied by two or three liltle rooms, each ‘ giving ’ by separate doors on to the broa 
walk which ran along the wall all round the inside of the enclosure, and having flat roofs 
with their concreted masonry parapets heightened, strengthened and loopholed with sar 
hags.”— “ Recollections of a Highland Subaltern,” by Lieuttnant-Colnnel W. Gordon 
Alexander, page 77. 
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side lanes. The Chief ordered Blunt’s Horse Artillery trooi) come into 
action. The gallant commander turning his horses sharp to the right, 
dashed stmight up the steep and seemingly impracticable bank. 
After much struggling and tugging the top tvas reached and Blunt 
galloped fortvard through a deadlj" cross fire of musketiy, gained an 
open ground at the end of the lane between a large square enclosure 
called n serai * or resting-place for travellers and the Secunderhagh, 
and unlimhering his guns opened fire. Colin Campbell also faced the 
steep bank ; his charger with two or three strides carried him to the 
summit, and following Blunt at full speed he ifiaced himself near one 
of the guns. Blunt had to turn them in three directions, to the right 
to keep down the heavy musketry fire from the Secunderhagh, to the 
left and left front to check the deadly fusillade from some huts a few 
yards away, and to the front to reply to the cannonade which the 
enemy had opened from the Kaiserhagh. “Men and horses were 
knocked over right and left.” f Sir Colin himself was struck with 
great force on the thigh b}' a musket shot which, passing through a 
gunner, had killed him on the sijot. But though the bullets flew 
thicker and closer Blunt held his ground, and then the 93rd who had 
been supporting the 53rd in clearing the enclosure came forth from the 
winding lane and rushed at the huts to the left from which the most 
severe fire came. A dead wall stopped them. “In at the roof.” 
“Tear off the tiles and go in through the roof," shouted the old Chief, 
In an iushant the Highlanders sprang on the roof, tore them open, and 
drove the rebels out. Then supported by two of Blunt’s guns they 
pursued them across the plain. Two of the enemy’s guns were raking 
the road. Some of the 93rd with a few of the 53rd, under the leader- 
ship of Captain Drummond Stew.art, dashed at them and seized them 
in gallant style.]: The Highlanders pursued their advantage, drove 
the rebels out of the serai, seized the baiTacks § and immediately 

• “ III front of tlie south side at not twenty-five yards’ distance was a carefully looplioh'd 
fcrai.” 

•}• Serai. A square building generally with four towers enclosing a courtyard, with a well 
in the midillc. It has numerous little chsmbers for the use of travellers with loopholes open- 
ing to the outside. 

J" Historical Records of the 93rd Sutherland Iligbbinders, compiled and edited by 
UcxlcricV Hamilton Uurgoyno Lale, 93rd Highlanders,” p.nge 188. 

5 ■■ .\n itr.racnso building in the shape of n cross, with a tower in the centre, which stood 
in a fort of large rquarc without houses round the greater part .” — « Historical Records of the 
93rd Sutbcrimnl HigWanderf, comidkd and edited by Roderick Hcrr.iitoa Rurgovno Lnie, 93rd 

Hicliljridvr'!,” pag'' 188. 



INTEODUCTION 


295 


converted lb into a military post, the 53rd in shirmishing order connect. 

iilff it with the main attack * _ - m > 

While these brilliant actions were passing, two of .Traversa 

18.pounder guns had been brought forward, and the sappers having cut 
down part of the high bank, Sir Colin called upon the infantry to drag 
them up. Willingly and gallantly the soldiers responded to the call, 
and after great exertions they hauled them up by ropes and under a 
most smiting fire put them in position, about sixty yards from the south- 
east corner of the wall. The infantry were placed in a copse with a 
low dry mud bank in front which afforded them some slight shelter, 
and they kept up a lively musketry battle with the garrison, while the 
guns bombarded the wall. The hard white Indian mortar fell in 
flakes, but the stout rampart remained intact. Hardy, Captain of the 
battery, was killed, the senior subaltern was wounded, Blunt’s charger, a 
beautiful grey Arab, was shot. Men and horses were knocked over.f 
But the combat was maintained. It had continued for half an hour 
when a loud cheer announced that a rent had been made in the walls. 

It was small, buc the enemy’s fire was so destructive and time so 
precious, that Sir Colin ordered the assault, and uncovering his grey 
hairs, he waved his forage cap for a sign to advance.!^ In an instant 

* "This action on the part of the Highlanders was. as serviceable as it was heroic, for it 
silenced the fire most destructive to the attacking forco.”-r‘' Forty-one Years in India,” 
by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., K.G., volume I, page 323. 

•j- " Forty-one Years in Indio,” by Field Marshal Lord Robovts, v.c., k.g., volume I, 
page 324. 

J" How I won the Victoria Cross,” by Henry Kavanagh, page lOG. 

Major Alison, (” Blackwood’s Magazine,” October 1858), Sir Hope Grant (“Incidents in 
the Sepoy War, 1857-58, compiled from the Private Journals of General Sir Hope Grant, 

' G.c.B.,’’ page 186', Sir Hugh Gough ("Old Memories,” Fall Mall Magazine, November, 1896), 
Lord Roberts (" Forty-ong Years in India”), Thomas Kavanagh (“ How I won the Victoria 
Cross”), all of whom were present, mention the gallant race between the Highlanders and the 
Sikhs. In the Historical Records of the '93rd Highlanders the incident is mentioned. Sir 
Colin Campbell in his official despatch states that “storming of the Secunderbagh was done in 
the most brilliant manner by tbe remainder of tbe Higblanders and the 53rd and the 4tb Punjab 
Infantry, supported by a battalion of detachments under Major Barnston.” He also adds : — 
“ I must not omit to name in the most marked manner Subadar Gokul Sing, 4th Punjab 
Rifles, who in conjunction with the British officers, led the 4th Punjab Rifles at the storming of 
Secunderbagh in the most daring manner,” Lieutenant-Colonel W. Gordon-Aloxander Lale, 
93rd Highlanders, who was also present, challenges in “ Recollections of a Highland Subaltern ” 
(1898), the statements of these witnesses. He writes i — “ There never was any question at the 
time of any of the 4th Punjabis having entered the breach with us at the first rush, except 
apparently, in the minds of the Head-Quarter staff and Sir Colin himself, who most unquestion- 
ably mistook the turbaned Punjab Sappers and Miners, in a uniform similar to'tho 4tli 
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soldier and sepoy -vvero over the wall with a loud clamoui', and a keen 
and gallant race took place between the Sikhs and Highlanders, as 
Gokul Sing of the Sikhs waiving his tulwar over his head dashed 
in front of his men, and Paul of the ^th Punjab Infantry with voice 
and action urged on his wild followers, closely followed by the 53rd led 
by Gordon, and the battalion of detachments under Barnston. They 
rushed forward through' the storm straight to the bi’each. Lieutenant 
Cooper of the 93rd, Lieutenant Burroughs and Colonel Ewart of 
the same regiment. Captain Lumsden of the 30th Bengal Infantry,* 
Corporal Robert Fi-aser, Lance-Corporal Dunla}^ and Private William 
Nairn, all of the 93rd, were amongst the first to scramble through it-j 
They kept the enemy at bay until a number of Highlanders and 
Sikhs one by one pushed through the narrow hole, when they rushed 
in a body into the open square. Ewart, accompanied by Cooper, 

Punjabis, for men of that regiment, because those sappers raced n-itb us to tbe breach for tiio 
purpose of enlarging the hole for us, and lost some of their number killed and wounded, 
before they reached. None of us saw Sir Colin's despatches for months afterwards, and 
whcn'wo did, those of us who, like myself, knew that the paragraph given below (above) was 
misleading would hardly have ventured to argue that question with His Eiccllency the Coin- 
tnander-in-Chiefs thus it has rcraainod uncontradicted and unexplained to this day," But 
there was no reason why Major Alison's statement that Paul with his voice and action urged 
on his wild followers should have remained uncontradicted for forty years. Sir Hope Grant’s 
Diary was printed in 1873s Historical Records of the 93rd Highlanders in 1883. On read- 
ing "The Recollections of a Highland Subaltern” I wrote to Lord Roberts on the subject, 
wlio replied; — "It is no use tolling me that no Punjabis went in by the breach when I raw 
them racing with the Hiehlandcrs for it and go in by it with them.'' Lieutenant- Colonel 
R. A. Cooper, who was one of tho two first, if not the very first, in the broach, states : — "Ono 
of tho 4th Punjab Rifles and one of tho 93rd wore in front of mo.” Colonel Alexander 
further states that Lieutenant Paul " led his men past tho north-east bastion opposite his 
position round to tho north-west bastion, at tho opposite corner of tho enclosure to that which 
tho breach had been made, and succeeded in scaling tho wall tbcrik That is to say, the 4th 
Punjabis, or tho bulk of them, effected by tbcrasclvos, witbont the aid of artillery, or, I believe 
of scaling ladders, a lodgment on the roof of the bastion at tho opposite side of the compass - 
to that from which wc entered.” iKird Roberts writes Yon may take my word for it that 
no troops stormed tho north-west bastion. How could they ? no breach was. made in it, and' 
the wall was a great deal too high to be scaled without ladders and wc hod none. Having 
two years ago spent many hours in a careful examination of the Socundorhagli I am certain 
DO troops could scalo the high wall or the bastion witbont scaling ladders.” 

• Attached ns Interpreter to tho 93rd Highlanders. 

+ " A drummer-boy of tho 93rd must have been one of tho first to pass that grim 
boundary between life and death, for when I got in 1 found him just inside the breach, lying 
on bis back quite dead -a pretty, innocent-looking. fair-Iiaircdlad, not more than fourteen years 
of ng,..”— "Forty-onc Years in India/' by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., k.c , volume I, 
pige 320. 
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Lumsden * and a few soldiers and' Sikhs; took the path to the right.. 
On turning to the left at the end they came upon a large body of - 
rebels. Lunasden, a man of uncommon bra'v^ery, waved his sword 
above his head and, called out to- the Highlanders, " Come on, 
men, for the honour of Scotland.” He fell dead. A stalwart rebel 
came at Cooper with a shield in his left hand and a sword im his- 
right. “*He dropped his shield for a moment, we- both cut at each 
other at the same instant (my sword was six inches longer than regula- 
tion). I caught him fair" on his head,- he cut through my feather 
bonnet and deep into my head and forehead, as he fell dead.” Ewart 
at the same time was engaged' in a desperate fight with a knot of 
rebels, several of whom he shot with his revolver.- 

Meanwhile Burroughs accompanied by some of his men had on 
entering the breach taken the path to the left towards the gateway. He 
had not gone far .when a number of the enemy made a rush out of the 
gate-house. “ Having but three men with me — Corporal Robert Fraser,,. 
Lance-Corporal John Dunlay f and Private Willianx Nairn^ — and one of 
these, Dunlay, having been struck in the leg by a musket ball — we retired 
and commenced firing, which checked the men coming at us. As soon 
as a few more men had got through the breach I again advanced with 
them to the gate-house which we found occupied, by the enemy, and with 
whom we immediately entered into a- hand to hand fight." In the scuffle 
Burroughs, whilst he was cutting at one of the rebels, received a sword 
cut on the head firom another sepoy. “ My feather bonnet saved my 
head and my life. It was dented- in like a bishop^s mitre.'’^ At this 
moment the 93rd and the 4th Punjab Infantry poured in through the 

• “ It is right that I should say, I have read the account given of this affair by Colonel 
Malleaon in hia History of the Indian Mutiny,.” in which. he says;— JTo other officers accom- 
panied them (Lieutenant-Colonel Ewart and Lieutenant. Cooper).; in. this, however, he is- 
evidently misinformed, for I have the best authority, that of Lieutenant-General Ewart, for 
stating that Captain Lumsden was also with him. And in a letter to rhei dated 22nd June 
1892i he adds — “ If any man deserved' the Victoria Cross that day it was poor Lumsdfen, who 
was, as you know, attached to the 93rd as interpreter. I never saw any man in all my service 
behave more gallantly, and had he not been killed I should have tried to get it for him.” 
“Historical Records of the 93rd Sutherland Highlanders, compiled and edited by Roderick 
Hamilton Burgoyne Lale, 93rd Highlanders.” Note, pages 186-187. 

f Lance-Corporal John Dunlay was awarded the Victoria Cross “for being the first man 
now surviving of the regiment (93rd Sutherland Highlanders) who, on the 16th of November 
1857, entered one of the breaches of the Secunderbagh at Lucknow with Captain Burrough 
whom he most gallantly supported against superior numbers of the enemy.” London GazettCf 
24ih December 1858. 
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gateway. Finding the crush at the breach too great, a party of the 
stormers passing to the left had naade for it and found it carefully 
protected by a traverse of earth and masonry. Gallantly led by a 
Dogra Subadar, a bodj' of' the 4th Punjab Infantry rushed the traverse 
and drove the rebels from the earthworks. They fled through the gate- 
■way, and the heavy doors were on the point of being closed when a Maho- 
medan, Mukuri'ab Khan by name, “ pushed his left arm on which he 
carried a shield between them, thus preventing their being shut ; on his 
hand being badly wounded' b}^ a sword cut he drew it out, instantly 
thrusting in the other arm -n'hen the right hand was all but' severed 
from the wrist.'” * Truly a gallant bit of work — no finer done in a 
campaign memorable for its brave deeds. The doors could not be 
closed and JIukurrab’s comrades simply forced them back and rushed 
into the enclosure whilst the 53rd broke through a window on 
the right. The enem}' finding escape impossible fought with the 
courage of despair and the fury' of religious hate. A din of hideous 
noises rose into the air : the rattle of musketry' : the curses and y’clls 
of sepoys: the fierce cry of the British soldier '^Kemember Cawnporo, 
boys.'*^ From the windows around the courtyard the rebels poured 
bullets as thick as hail on the assailants. The Sikhs, shooting and bay’onct- 
ing, mounted the narrow staircase step by' step — a final struggle and the 
bodies were liurled into the flower beds below. In the courtyard waxed 
the mighty fray'. A dark mass of sepoys fiercely wrestling were slowly' 
and with horrid carnage pushed back by the bayonet into a pavilion 
in the centre of the garden. Here they sullenly and obstinately main- 
tained tlic struggle, hut gradually they were driven to the northern 
wall. The earth was wet with dark blood: dead and wounded, 
some of them with their clothes in a blaze, lay in a horrid pile, 
a yard or more in height. Above the mass stood on a narrow 
ledge the survivors slashing with sabres the British soldier as he 
charged homo with the bayonet. Every man perished fighting. But 
there was no pause in the contest. A body’ of rebels held out in one 

• Lord Roberts writes •' This devoted nction of Mukurrub Khan I uiysclf vvituefsed, 
for with .\ogn5tU5 Anson 1 got in immediately behind the storming party.” 

For this act of heroism Mukurrab Khan was given the Order of Merit, the Indian 
crjuivalent of tbe Victoria Cross, but carrying with it on increase of pay. At the end of the 
c.arai'aign Mukurrab Khan left the service, but when his old Coronituiding Officer, Colonel 
Wilde,’ wont to the Umbeyla Expedition in 18G3, Mukurmb Kh»n turned np and iiuUtcd on 
lerring with him as an orxlcrly. — " rorty-one Yr.ars in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts 
V.C., K,r.. tclumc I, pages 32C-327. 
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of the towers and from above sent dovm a smiting fire. Officers . and 
men threw themselves against the strong door in the vain hope of 
bursting it open. Then a gun was brought inside and the roar of 
cannon and the crashing of walls increased the maddening din. The 
■door fell and the staircase was stormed. Now the tumult gradually 
ceased and the night’s dead silence held the garden. Next morning 
two thousand sepo)^ dressed in their old uniforms lay in heaps about 
-the garden. The small bayonet wound and the deep gash of the Sikh 
tulwar bore witness how fiercely fought and how terribly won was the 
combat at the Secunderbagh. Sir Colin Campbell did not use the 
language of exaggeration when he wrote — “There never was a bolder 
feat of arms.” 

It was long past noon when Adrian Hope drew off his brigade 
from the Secunderbagh and advanced towards the Residency along 
the road which after passing between the Secunderbagh and the Serai 
runs across an open plain for about twelve hundred yards. He- had 
not gone three hundred yards when he came across on the left of the 
road a small village with garden enclosures round it, which was cleared 
by him and Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon. Captain Peel’s Royal Naval 
siege-train, together with the battery and some mortars, then went to 
the front and advanced towards the Shah Nujjeef,* a domed mosque 
with a garden, about two hundred and fifty yards further on and one 
hundred yards to the right of the road.- The mosque had been con- 
verted into a strong post by the enemy ; the high strong square walls 
had been loopholed with great care : the entrance had been covered by a 
regular work in masonry : and the top of the building had been crowned 
with a parapet.f Between the Shah Nujjeef and the plain lay a thick 
fringe of jungle, with mud cottages scattered about and eastern garden 
enclosures with tall trees, which concealed the large low dome of the 
mosque till you were on it. To our right between the mosque and the 
Secunderbagh was a mosque called the Kadum Rasul.J This rebel 

* Sbah Nuggeef or Shah Najaf is the Mausoleum of-Ghaziee-den Haedar, the first King 
of Oudh in 1814, and was built by himself. It is situated about 150 yards to the east of the 
Mote Mahal and 180 yards to the south of the right bank of the Goomtee. It was called 
Najaf from the hill on which is built the tomb of Ali, the son-in-law of Mahomed, .of which 
the Mausoleum of Ghazie-den Haedar is said to be an exact copy. . 

t From His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, to .the Right Hon’ble the Governor- 
General; dated Head-Quarters, Shah Nujjeef, Lucknow, 18th November l857. , : 

t.The. Kadam Ra=ul,or prophet’s foot-print, was a mosque which containcd'a stono bear- 
ing.the impress of a foot, said to be that of the Prophet, which had been.brought from Arabia 
by a pilgrim. 
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position Avas very strong, but it must be attacked straightaAvay and 
taken. It barred the road to the Eesidcnc\". The mortars and Peel’s 
guns being placed in battery, with their left resting on the village, 
opened fire. From the Shah bTujjeef and the garden enclosures came 
a deadl}’^ fire wasting the gunners. Martin Abbot Daniel, a midship- 
man in command of an 8-inch howitzer, was killed by a round shot 
w'hich tore away the right side of his head. Peel had just asked him 
if his gun was ready-; “he replied ‘All read}^. Sir,’ when I said 
^fire the hoAvitzer,’ and he was answering ‘Aye, Aye, ’ Avhen a round 
shot in less than a moment deprived him of his life.” * Barnston’s 
battalion was now ordered to drive the enemy from the fringe of 
the jungle and the enclosures. They advanced in skirmishing order 
under cover of our guns. But Barnston fell wounded by, the prema- 
ture bursting of one of our own shells, The fall of their loader 
and the sharp muskefcrj' caused the men to Avaver and retire. 
Norman put spurs to his horse and galloping into their midst asked 
them if British soldiers Avere going to retire before sepoys.f Straight- 
Avay they Avere back into the fringe of jungle. More infantry Avere 
brought to support them. The enclosures AA'ere taken and the build- 
ings in front burnt. But the battle made no Avay. From the Shah 
Nujjeef the rebels kept up an unintermitting fire of grape and mus- 
ketry: from the guns in the Kaiser Bagh and Mess-House they dealt 
their bloAvs one after another. At 4 o’clock they opened a converging 
fire from a heaA'y gun on the opposite bank of the river Avhose first 
shot blcAv up one of Peel’s tumbidis. Already oAving to the deadly 
musketr}’^ one of his guns could not be worked and the fire from the 
remainder had diminished. Peel’s usually bright face became grave 
and anxious, “ Sir Colin sat on his Avhite horse, exposed to the aa'IioIc 

* Letter from Captain Pool to his father. Wc burieJ him," added Peel, " whero he 
fell, onr Chaplain reading the service, and in laying him in his resting-place wo felt, Captain, 
officers and men, that we had lost one of the best and noblest of the Shannon’ s."'—" The 
Shannon’* Brigade in Indio,” by Edmund Hope Vcrncy, page 33. 

t "I had many opportunities for noting Norman’s coolness and presence of mind uniier 
hro. On this pnrtictdar occasion these qualities were most marked and his action was most 
timely.” — ** Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, t.c., k.c., volume I, 
page 331. 

"A retreat was not to be thought of; indeed our remaining so long stationary had been 
an vneouragement to the enemy, and every one felt that the only chance for the little army 
fiihtlng against 30,000 desperate mutineers, with every advantage of position and intimate 
knowledge of locality in their favour, was to continue to advance at all hnrords ; and this our 
gallant old Chief dended to do.” — “Forty.one Years in Indio,” by Field Marshal Lord 
Rohrr!*, V.C., x.c., volume I, pig,. 342 . 
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storm of shot, looking-intently on the Shah Nujjeef, which was wreathed 
in columns of smoke from burning- buildings to its front but sparkled 
all over with the bright flash of fire arms/’ For- three hours had the 
bombardment lasted, and no impression been made on the stunt -walls. 
For three hours -had the Shah .Nujjeef sent • forth a perennial stream 
of -fire hot. to be .checked by our.' heavy, guns. • To remain was sheer 
death; • ..To retreat by the narrow defile blocked with troops was out 
of the '.question; ' The mbment was decisive :. Colin Campbell collecting 
the 93rd' around him said unto them-: ‘'I had no intention of employing 
. you again to-day, but the Shah Nujjeef must be taken. The artillery 
cannot = drive the enemy out, so you must with the bayonet.” Thus 
spoke the old chief, and he stirred the spirit .and soul of every man by 
telling, them that he would lead them hinaself. 

Sir' Colin - Campbell forthwith gave orders that Middleton’s bat- 
tery of the Roj’^al Artillery should pass Peel’s guns on the.right and getting 
as close as possible to the Shah Nujjeef open fire. Instantly and magni- 
ficently 'was the command obeyed. "With loud' cheers, the drivers 
waving their whips, the gunners their caps, they galloped forward 
through the deadly fire, unlimbered, and poured round after round of 
grape" upon the .parapets of the enclosure. Peel manning again all his 
guns redoubled his fire. Under cover of this heavy cannonade the 93rd 
commanded by Lieutedaut-Oolonel Leith Hay advanced, supported 
by Barnstoh’s: battalion of detachments. “ The grey-haired, veteran of 
many fights rode with his sword drawn at their head ; keen was his eye, 
as when,'in the pride of youth,, he led the stormers.at St. Sebastian. 
His staff, crowded, round' him. Hope, too, with his^ towering form j and 
gentle smile; was there leading, as ever was his wont, :the men by whom 
he was loved. so. well.” ^ As they approached the angle of the enclosure 
the shells . and . musketry thinned their ranks. Two of Sir Colin^s 
personal staff- were struck down. Hope, his Aide-de-Camp, and his 
Brigade-Major had -their horses shot under them,t The men went on 

* ‘^Blablcwood’s Magazine,” bctol)erT858. 

t The elder," .Major (now Major-General Sir A. Alisonj Bart., k.c.b.,) lost his left arm. 
The younger brother, ’Lieiitehant (afterwards Lieutenaht-Colo'n'elj F. Alison,' was only slightly 

wounded. ' . . 

" AMost insfantanedusiy the ' narrow path along". w^ich'.we were proceeding was choked 
with wounded officers pd dead- and struggling horses." It was iierb that Sir Archibald Alison, 
Sir Colin’s Aide-de-Camp, lost his arm and his brother (another Aide^de-Camp) was wounded. 
Adrian Hope’s horse was shot dead, indeed, very few escaped injury, either to themselves 
or their horses. I was one of the lucky few.”~« Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal 
Lord Roberts, v.c., k.g., volume I, page 333. 
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Steaclih' till before them towered a wall 20 feet high from whoso parapet 
and countless loopholes came in blasts a storm of musket balls. Many 
fell. The assailants replied to their slayers with musketry yet with 
little effect, and no ladders were available for escalading tbc ramparts. 
Nothing to be done but to breach them. Under cover of the withering 
fire of the Highlanders, sailors and soldiers, Hope, Hay’, and David 
Baird lending a helping hand, dragged them Avithin a few yards of the 
fortification, and Peel behaving A’ery much “as if he had been laying 
the Shannon alongside an enemy’s frigate'^ poured his broadsides into 
the stout massive Avails. But no impression was made on the solid 
masonry. NeA’er did English soldier and sailor distinguish himself 
more than on this afternoon. They' Avorked the guns, though cvciy 
moment many' Avere killed and more AA’ore Avounded. But AA’hile their 
own losses were terrible they could inflict but little in return.* They 
Avere being destroy'cd by' bullets, and that was all. Day Avas fast turning 
into night when the strife must be abandoned. The rocket tubes Avere 
brought up and Avhilsb they' discharged their fiery' mis.siles into the 
building. Peel with the reluctance of a brave man slowly' wibhdreAv his 
guns. Allgood, the Assistant Quartermaster-General Avith head-quarters, 
carried the gloomy tidings of the failure of the attack to the Chief. 
Sir Colin ordered him to tell Hope that he Avas not to retire till ho 
had collected all his dead and wounded. Tliis Avas done. Meanwhile 
Hope turning to Allgood remarked: — “This is very mortifying; let us 
take 60 men and tiy and look into the ploce before we retire." Collect- 
ing some fifty Highlanders,- the tAvo friends (they had been school- 
felloAv.s) crept stealthily' through the brushwood, guided by' Sergeant J. 
Paton of the regiment, till they' reached a rent in the wall which Patou 
had discovored.t A soldier Avas pushed up it Avith some difliculby. 
Herei’orted that no enemy could be seen: Hope and Hay' accompanied 

• Sat,mon. — A few paces from the wnll grew n lofty tree. A rebel marksman firing from 
the top of tlio wall was causing consiilcrablc havoc among tUo gunners when Peel c-iHcil out 
that any one who sboubl mount the tree nni! sliool the man rIiouIiI bo recoinmentlcd for llio 
Victoria Cross. At once the appeal -was answered ; for Nowell Salmon (now Admiral Sir 
Nowell Salmon, v,c., K.c.n.) and two s.-iUors immediately rushed forward. One fell dead 
at the foot of the tree, Salmon swarmed up and tlie rnlior from below banded him the rifles. 
But Salmon was foon spied and fired at and severely wounded. For this act of gallantry lie 
w.is awarded the A'ictoria Cross. 

f Sergeant Paton was awarded tbc A'ictoria Cross. •' For distinguislied personal 
pallniitry at Lneknow on the ICih Norembr-r 1857, in proceeding nlono round the Slmb NtijjwT 
under an extremely heavy fire, discovering n breach in the oj.po«ito side to whiclj be after- 
ward* rondorted llic regiment, by wbicli miMtis tint po*ition was taken.” 
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by several men immediately followed. Allgood returned for a company 
of sappers— who quickly arriving, enlarged the opening' and more High- 
landers entered. Then Hope’s small party pushing on gained the maiu 
gateway and threw it open for their comrades. '^The white- dresses of 
the last of the garrison were just seen gliding away amidst the rolling 
smoke in the dark -shadow's of the night.’"’ Allgood has lined to inform 
the Chief that the Shah Nujjeef was in our possession, “and never,” 
he wrote, “ was I the bearer of more joyful new's.” 

■ Sir Colin Campbell and Hope Grant with their respective staffs 
took up their quarters in the Shah Nujjeef but it was only nominal, 
for Sir Colin always made a point of sleeping with his men, who 
bivouacked at their posts, w'hich extended in a semi-circle from the 
Shah Nujjeef and Kudum Rasul (wdiich had been seized and occupied) 
on the extreme right to the haiTacks on the extreme left. The centre 
was at the Secunderbagh and on the jilaics on its front and left : 
communication "svith the Dilkusha had been kept up by the dash and 
energy of the .cavalry. 

Meanwhile the garrison had not been idle. On the evening of the 
15th of November, just as it was growing daik Sir Colin’s welcome 
signal “advance to-morrow” W'as made out. Early next morning 
Havelock and Outrara repaired to the Chuttur Munzil and from the 
upper storey anxiously watched the progress of the relieving force. It 
had been determined that as soon as it reached the Secunderbagh the 
outer wall of the advance garden of the Palace should be blown in by 
the mines which had been previously laid; that two powerful batteries 
which, concealed behind the lofty wall, had been constructed in the en- 
closure,- should then open on the insurgents’ defences in front; and 
after the desired effect had been produced that the troops should storm 
the Hiran Khana or Deer House and the steam engine-house, two 
buildings w’hich intervened between our extreme front and the Moti 
Mahal. Three days before mines had been prepared for the forpiation 
of breaches in the former, loaded and tamped. 

About 11 A.M. the boom of heavy guns announced that the Chief 
w'as advancing, and soon after the heavy rattle of musketry proclaimed 
that he was approaching the Secunderbagh. Soon by the aid of glasses 
could be seen the guns opening on the fortified garden. Orders were 
immediately given to explode the mines. They were fired, but the 
action was feeble. Two breaches were made to the right with a long 
piece of wall intervening ; and on the left the wall was only split and 
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shaken.* No sooner had the hrcaches appeared than the eneinv 
covered them n-ith a heavy fire of musketry and shot from the 
Kaisorbagh. Our heav}” guns replied. But the long strip of wall 
in front impeded their fire. “ The guns are turned upon it, and round 
shot after round shot passes through it, as it would threugh a sheet of 
paper, leaving only a round hole behind.’^ d* At last, however, large 
masses crumbled and broke away, atfording a clear space for the batteries 
of Earl and Olpherts to batter the buildings, while Maude shelled them 
from six mortars in a quadrangle of the palace. In the palace square 
the -troops were formed and brought up in succession through the 
approaches. At a quarter-past three two of the mines at the Hiran Khana 
exploded with good effect. At a quarter-past three the advance sounded. 
“It is impossible,” wrote Havelock, '' to describe the enthusiasm with 
which this signal was received b}' the troops. Pent up in inaction for 
upwards of six Aveeks, and subjected to constant attacks, the}'- felt that 
the hour of retribution and glorious exertion had returned. Their 
cheers echoed through the courts of the palace, responsive to the bugle 
sound, and on they rushed to assured -victory. The enemy could no- 
where withstand them. In a few minutes the whole of the buildings 
were in our possession. They were held against all attacks, and during 
the night the artillery pushed forward their heavy guns, and some 
batteries were rapidly constructed from which to open on the Kaiscr- 
bagh now within easy breaching distance. The Mess-House and the 
Moti Mahal alone intervened between the tw^o forces, but, after the, 
Moti Llahal was taken, communication with the Residency -would 
still bo exposed to a flanking fire from the Kaiserbagh. 

* “ Tho b.ntoripf, which had been for Bomo time previously constructed for this purpo'C, 
TTcro concealed behind n lofty wall formins the boundary of our position in that quarter. On 
llicm were mounted four I8-poundcr iron gun», and ono 8-incli iron howitzer, four 
9-ponndcr field guns, and two 21-poundor field howitzers, under the skilful direction of Captain 
Olplierls, Lientenants Fraser and Smitlictt (the latter twico wounded and distinguished on 
fcrcial ofciisions), nnd Staff-Sergeant Melville, of the Ist Company, 5th Battalion. In position' 
behind were sii 8-inch mortars under Captain Maude, ft. A., most ably assisted by Lioutenanfs 
Jlnttand, R. A , and Simpson and -Ward, of tho Bengal Native Infantry, the two latter being 
volunteers well instructed in artillery science. " From Major V. Eyre, commanding Artillery 
Ihigade, to Colonel R. Napier, Chief of tho Staff, with tho forces under Major-General Sir 
.Tames Outram, G.c.n., dated Camp Alumbagh near Lucknow, 8th January 1853.— “ Indian 
Mutiny,*' Volume HI, page 43 A. 

t" The Mutinies in Oudli," by Marlin Richard Gnbbins,pagc -131. 
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While it was still dark, Sir Colin’s troops were roused by the clang 
of guns, the blowing of bugles, and the beating of drums. They promptly 
and silentlj’’ fell into their ranks prepai’ed to meet the foe, but no attack 
was made. The enemy contented themselves with opening a fire of 
round shot on the Serai near the Secunderbagh, where the wounded 
had been carried for greater protection and safety. At the first streak 
of day Lieutenant and Adjutant McBean, assisted by Sergeant 
Hu tchinson, ascended the roof of the ShahNujjeef and under a brisk fire 
hoisted the regimental colour of the 93rd on its highest pinnacle, as a 
signal to the garrison how far the Chief had advanced. It was answered 
by a colour on'the -.Chutter Munzil. Then Sir Colin with characteristic 
caution and deliberation arranged the plans of the day. His first care 
was the protection of his left rear which, though partially secured by the 
occupation of the barracks, was still liable to be turned b}’^ the enemy at 
or near the; hospital and the four bungaIo;\ys south of it situated by the 
side, of the road. which ran from the city to the Martinidre, just beyond 
where, it bifurcated to. the Dilkhusha. • In order therefore to secuin his 
rear in; that direction Sir Colin sent Brigadier Russell with detachments 
of Her Majesty’s .82nd, 23rd and 93rd Highlanders, to capture thebimga-. 
lows aud- Banks’ House near the bridge over which the road to the 
Dilkhusha cypsses the canal, , After-considerable difficulty the enclosures 
of the" .bungalows. were occupied,- and a detachment of the 2nd Punjab 
Infantry,; led ;,by. Lieutenant Keen, pushing forward, occupied Banks’ 
House.*; - 

.'.'.M'pnn^vhilethe Naval -Brigade and Mortar .Batteries were bombarding 
. the -^Mess-rHouse, a building of considerable - size, defended by a ditch 
..t\ye.lye ;;f6et; -broad and scarped;with inasonry, beyond that a loopholed 
-\rall-..t; -Sir Colin in order to save his. infantry had determined to use his. 
guns ’.as." much .as ..possible, and... it was after the building had been 
battered; for .about three, hours-and the musketry fire of the enemy had 
begun to slacken, that the Chief thinking it might be stormed without 
-■ much risk gave, the order to advance. The storming party consisted 
of a.cpmpany .of the BOth.-Foot . under Captain Wolseley and a picquet 
o£= Her Majesty’s 63rd, - under - Captain Hopkins, supported by Major 
->Barnstpii,’s-batta;lipn'pf detachments -under Captain Guise, Her Majesty s 
93 rd F.opt,. and sp.me , of the Punjab rlnfantry under Lieutenant Powhd. 

The Mess-House was carried immedi ately •svith a rush and by order of 

* “ Eight Months’ Campaign amongst the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, 
C.B., page 146- 

t From His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, to the Right Hon’ble the GoTernor- 
General, dated Head-Quarters, Shah Niijieef, Lucknow, 18th November 185/. 
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the Chief, Lieutenant Roberts, assisted by Sir David Baird and Captain 
Hopkins, planted under a shower of bullets a regimental colour on one 
of its turrets to show Outram and Havelock how far they had advanced. 
Twice was it shot down. “ Notwithstanding I managed,’^ wrote Lord 
Roberts, “ to prop it up a third time on the turret, and it was nob again 
hit, though the enemy continued to fire at it for some time.* The troops 
then pressed forward with great vigour and lined the wall separating the 
Mess-House from the Moti Mahal. Here the enemy made their last 
stand. Captain Wolseley sent for some sappers, who coming up made 
ojienings in tiic wall through which the troops poured and attacked the 
network of buildings within. The rebels fought stubbornly, hut they 
were driven at the point of the bayonet from room to room, and after 
tlie lapse of some time thrust forth from the vast enclosure. 

The relieving force and the garrison were now separated only by 
the open space between the engine-house and the Moti Mahal. It 
was'nob more than four hundred .and fift}’^ 3 'ards across, hut it was ex- 
posed to a hot fire of musketry from the Kaiserhagh and a heavy can- 
nonade from the Badshah Bagh across the river. Lieutenant Moorsom, 
Her Majesty’s 52Dd Foot, a soldier of great ' ability and uncommon 
bravery, was the first to attempt the dangerous passage across. Creeping 
cautiously along tire road Ire reached Sir Colin^s post unhurt and 

returned with two officers. Then Outram and Havelock with their res- 

/ 

pective staffs went forth to greet the Commander-in-Chief. The enemy’s 
fire had slackened, and Havelock accompanied by Lieutenant Palliscr 
and his bugler, Dick Pearson of the 78tlr, reached the Moti Mahal in 
safety. Hope Grant, an old companion in arms, w.as the first to con- 
gratulate him on being relieved. “ He went up to the men, who imme- 
diately flocked around him and gave him three cheers. This was too 
much for the fine old General : his breast heaved with emotion, and his 
eyes filled with tears. He turned to the men and said : " Soldiers, I am 
happy- to sec you ; soldiers, I am happy to think you h.avegob into this 
place with a .smaller loss thau I had. " Hope Grant asked him what ho 
Bupposod the loss amounted to. Ho answered that he had hoard it 
e.stiiTiated at eighty, and was much surprised and grieved when I told 
him we bad lost about forty-three officers and four Iiundred and fifty 
men killed and wounded.f. The party then proceeded to meet Sir 
Colin at the Mcss-Housc. Whilst threading the ])ass.ages and courts of 


v.c, o.c..... Volume I. 

t Jr.rM. t.I. in th- F-i-oy Wcf." hr G.'netftl Sir Hoju^ Orvnt, r-.c..,,, 
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the Moti Mahal, they nearly lost their lives. A shell fell near Havelock 
and bounding against a ■wall burst at his feet. He Avas prostrated by 
the concussion but sustained ho other injury. The distance from the 
Moti Mahal to the Mess-House Avas only twenty-five yards, but an iron 
tempest swept across the open road. Colonel Napier and Lieutenant 
Sitwell Avere Avounded in running the gauntlet of fire, but Outram and 
Havelock crossed over unhurt to the outside Avail of the Mess-House 
enclosure. An opening was quicklj’^ made by the Sappers through 
Avhich they entered. On the sward sloping down from the Mess-Houso 
stood Colin Campbell, and a blaze of shot and musketry from the Kaiser- 
bagh rose uj)on them as 'the three veterans met. " This AVas a very 
happy meeting,^’ wrote Hope Grant, “ and a cordial shaking of hands 
took place.’^ * On Outram privation had not told so heavily, but the 
hand of death Avas on HaA’^elock, though he lighted up a little on being 
told for the first time that he was Sir Henry f Loud rang the cheers 
as the neAVS sped along from post to post that the three Generals 
had met. The relief of the besieged garrison had been accomplished. ” 
In these fcAV terse Avords the Coramander-in- Chief announced the 
accomplishment of a brilliant achievement, guided by a master hand, 
and brought to a successful close by the pluck of the British soldier. 
" Every man. in the force,” wrote Sir Colin, “ had exerted himself to 
the utmost and now met Avith his reAvard.'” 

A few of the officers of the Relieving Force ran the gauntlet of fire 
and entered the Residency. Not only the old garrison but the men 
belonging to the First Relieving Force bore manifest tokens of Avhat 
they had gone through, — bad food, foul air, and noisome exhalations 
had left their mark. “In the ragged summer clothing in Avhich they 
had entered,' these men looked Avorn and hungry, and in one corner Avas 
seen the curious spectacle — I suppose' common enough in the garrison — 
of a British soldier making chuppaties (unleavened cakes) for himself 
out of his scanty alloAvance of flour. Ent'ering a battery Avhich Avas 
trying to silence some of the enemy’s guns across the river, these 
officers saw a feAV men grimed Avith smoke and Avithout coat or 
Avaistcoat, all so alike in costume and appearance, that it was only 
by asking which Avas the officer, that they ascertained they AA^ero 
standing close to one they Avell kneAv, — one of the bravest officers 

• " The Sepoy War,” by Sir Hope Grant, page 192. 

+ On the 26th September Havelock received!!thej[degree of Knight Commander of[the 

Bath. 

“ The Relief of liucknow,” by Colonel Sii Henry Norman, c.n., psge 24. 
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of the Bengal * When they came to the Bailey Guard and 

looked at the battered wall and gateway, not an inch without a 
mark from a round shot or bullet, “ we marvelled,” wrote Lord Eoberts, 
" that Aitken and Loughman could have managed to defend it for 
nearly five months. There were plenty of evidences on all the 
surrounding buildings of the dangerous nature of the service 
which they and their gallant Native comrades had so admirably per- 
formed. Although we were pressed for time, we could not resist stop- 
ping to speak to some of the. Native officers and sepoys, whose magni- 
ficent loyalty throughout the siege was one of the most gratifying 
features of the mutiny f 

That night Sir Colin and his men again la}’ by their arras, They 
had joined hands with the Besidency but a mo.st difficult and danger- 
ous task remained to be done. They had to cover and protect the 
withdrawal of all the women, children, sick, wounded, ammunition, 
treasures, and stores, and they had to effect this in the face of a vast 
force of the enemy. When Sir Colin met Outram and Havelock he 
promptly informed them of his intention to carry out his original plan 
for which he had prepared them J — the withdrawal of the gan'ison, and 
he made his arrangements with them for the prosecution of his design. 
The next day Outram waited on the Commander-in-Chief and ex- 
pressed his opinion that the Kaiserbagh should be taken and that 
wo should then continue to hold the town, for Avhich he considered 
that ” two strong brigades of 600 men ” Avould suffice after the 
Kaiserbagh had been taken. Sir Colin was ” of opinion that at least the 
same force avouM be necessary to preserve the communication now 

• " Lecture on The Relief of Luclcnovr, ” by Colonel Sir H. W. Normnn, c.u., page. 21. 

Captain AVilliam Olpliorts, now General Sir William Olplierts, A’.c., K.c.n, 

f " Forty-one AVars in India, ” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., K.c.n,, Volume I, 
page 310. 

J Sir Colin Campbell wrote to Outran) on the loth of November; — "1 am hero with a 
very weak force, dericient in all essentials, I have not ammunition for more than three diiy.a’ 
bring ; but I have come to hand out the wounded women and children and garrison, and I 
have not means to attempt anything more, and I shall be thankful to effect tl)is. I shall 
blow up the Residency. My communications are Ihrcnteiied from Calpee, where the Gwalior 
Contingent, with forty guns, *i.vtcen of whirl) are licnvy, are twelIe/1 by remn.anf* of many 
regiments under Koer Sing to about ten thousand men. 'J hey must be dealt witli. A‘ou inu«t 
tr.akc your arrnngiment.>i for getting every one ete.ar of tie- R. .-idenry wln n I am .able to give 
rbe order, abandoning baggage, dcftroying gun?, but raving tin- irtjiMirt-. Until the woiimt.i! 
*r.d nercm »n- in my camp the nal buaineir of the cnnte.t eannot go on, and ail flir . frorl- 
ef Gcrimmint nre ■ptrrijird." "'Life tl Lrrd Cltdi ty G, rrral .‘•htdwfll, V, intnr I, 
page ixr. 
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maintained by me to the Alumbagh and constantly under the fire of 
the enemy, that is to say, four strong brigades would be required, 
unless it is wished that the garrison should be again besieged.” 
Sir Colin had always been of opinion that the position taken up by 
Henry Lawrence was a false one, and after becoming acquainted 
with the ground and worked his troops upon it to relieve the garrison, 
that opinion was confirmed.* "I therefore submit,” he telegraphed 
to the Governor-General, " that to commit another garrison in this 
immense city is to repeat a military en'or, and I cannot consent 
to it.” He considered that “ a strong moveable division outside the 
toAvn with field and heavy artillery in a good military position is the 
real manner of holding the city of Lucknow in check, according to the 
practice with the other great cities of India. Such a division would 
aid in subduing the country liereafter, and its position would be quite 
sufficient evidence of our intention not to abandon the province of 
Oudh.” These were the general grounds for his opinion. “ The more 
special ones are the want of means, particularly infantry, field and 
musket ammunition for prolonged operations, owing to cii’cumstances 
beyond my control, and the state of our communications in the North- 
West Provinces. The first of these is, of course, unanswerable ; the 
second appears to me an insuperable objection to the leaving of more 
troops in Oudh than such a division as I have mentioned as evidence of 
the intentions of Government.” The state of our communications in the 
North-West Provinces was no doubt the strongest reason for Sir Colin’s 
retirement. It was essential to the communication and to the state of 
the scattered parties that Sir Colin having extricated the garrison at 
Lucknow should fall back as speedily as possible on Cawnpore, the key 
of all future operations, the safety of which he knew was menaced by 
the whole Gwalior contingent. Sir Colin had made up his mind and 
all opposition was in A’^ain.f Outram was the Political Officer, but Sir 

See page 21 of Introduction. 

f Field Marshal Lord Roberts writes : — " That the Chief was right there can be no room 
•for doubt. Their force was barely strong enough for the service it had to perform. Every 
man was on duty night and day : there was no reserve to fall back upon j and had he listened 
to these proposals and allowed himself to be drawn into complications in the city, it is more 
than probable that those he had come to succour would have been sacrificed. The wisdom of 
his decision was fully proved by subsequent events and unreservedly acknowledged by Hope 
Grant and others who at the time differed from him in their ideas of the course which should 
be adopted.”—" Fortyrone Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., g.c.b., 
Yolume I, page 342. 
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Colin would not defer the withdrawal of the garrison till tho decision 
of the Governor-General had been obtained. After the garrison had 
been removed he sent on the 20th of November a telegram to the 
Governor-General stating the case, and added : " Owing to the expres- 
sion of opinion by the political authority in the country I have delayed 
further movement till I shall receive Your Lordship's reply.” The 
following day Lord Canning replied : ' The oue step to ho avoided is 

a total Avithdrawal of tlie British forces from Oudh. Your proposal to 
leave a strong moveable division with heavy artillery outside the city, 
and so hold the cit}* iu check, will answer every purpose of policy.” 

Though the left rear of Sir Colin^s jiosition had been secured ou 
the night of the iTth instant by the occupation of Banks’ House and 
the four bungalows, our hold on them was most precarious. The cuemy 
appreciating the value of the position kept np an unceasing fire on all 
the buildings occupied by Brigadier Russell and on the barracks occupied 
by the Highlanders. To silence that fire was of the utmost importance. 
For not only did the buildings protect our left rear, hut Sir Colin, not 
wishing to bo dependent on the narrow tortuous sandy lane by which 
he had advanced was desirous of withdrawing the garrison by tlm 
metalled wide road which ran from tho Sccimclcrhagh between the 
bungalows and the barracks to the Hilkhusha Bridge over tho canal 
guarded by Banks’ House. On the evening of tlic ITth Brigadier 
Russell sent word lie could not silence the fire of the enemy without 
hca\y guns. On the morning of the iSth Sir Colin ordered Colonel 
Biddulph, the Deputy Quartermaster-General, to proceed to tho 
barracks to discover whether g^ins could he taken down in safety to 
Russell’s assistance and report to the Commander-in-Chiof on the whole 
situation. Lieutenant Roberts was sent with him to bring back tho 
required infonnation.* On arriving at the barracks Colonel Biddulph 
in company with Colonel Bourchicr proceeded to i-cconnoitro the whole 
of the roads which formed a network among the villages lying between 
tho barracks and tho canal. A suitable one having been found, a 
li-poimdcr and a 24-pounder howitzer, with four 5^ -inch mortars were 
at once got into position in the enclosure of the second bungalow, the 
mortars being placed behind the house itself to shell the neighbourhood. 

* 'We found lUisscll in n very uncomforlnblc position ciposed to a hot fire and closely 
eurrounded by tlio enemy, who were holding the British Infantry Hospital and other building 
within a few yards of him. — " Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Kobert.*, 
v.c., o.c.n.. Volume I, page 3H. 
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An iron 18-pounder of the enemy^s was not above 120 yards distant 
“ and to avoid giving notice to the enemy of our intentions by 
opening an embrasure, the muzzle of the 9-pounder was crammed 
through a hole that a shot had just made. As we fired so did 
the 3 ^ A cloud of dust is all I remember; Brigadier Eussell, Captain 
Ogilvie, and I were on our baclcs. Poor Russell had just been grazed 
on the back of the neck ;* the clods broken from the wall had knocked 
us over. Again and again we plied our gun with round shot, behind 
a charge of grape ; they never again fired and withdrew their gun.” 

On Brigadier Russell being disabled Colonel Biddulph '^w'ho 
hitherto’ had wandered about in a shower of bullets as if they had no 
power over him ” assumed command. He organised a column to storm 
the hospital, and as he was explaining his plans to Colonel Hale at the 
gate of the enclosure of the third bungalow a bullet struck him dead ; 
passing through his brain, but previously going through Hale’s hat.” f 
Colonel Hale then assumed command. ‘‘At 4 o’clock p.M. covered by 
a quick fire from the 24-pounder howitzer at the gate, and a flight of 
shells from the mortars, he led his column from the enclosure of the 
third bungalow into the gardens opposite, and so into the hospital ; 
which was stormed and carried after a stubborn resistance.” It 
was unfortunately thatched and was soon set on fire by the missies 
poured on it by the enemy. “ From the heat alone it was impos- 
sible to remain there; Colonel Hale therefore formed up his men 
and withdrew .them in perfect order, to his original position.” Then 
was done a brave act. A man of the storming column had been wounded 
and left in a garden for an hour-and-a-half. A drummer stuck by him. 
When the column returned he dashed into the picquet and reported the 
fact. Lieutenant Harrington, Bengal Artillery, an officer of Her 
Majesty’s service whose name has not been recorded, a gunner and the 
drummer pushed out under a very hot fire and brought in the wounded 
man. “ As they left the picquet a round- shot struck the ground under 
their feet.”- Lieutenant Harrington was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

* “Eight Months’ Campaign' among the Bengal Sepoys," by Colonel George Bourchier, c.b 

Hde seemed to have a charmed life : a round shot took his horse from between his legs j 
a bullet went through his hat, and a third grazed his heels."-” Eight Months’ Campaign 
among the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, c.b., page 153. 

(Lieutenant-Colonel Hale, H. M.’s 82nd.) 
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The enemy, encouraged no doubt by the retirement of the extreme 
left, made a smart attack on the picquets covering the centre of the 
lino. Sir Colin supported them with a company of Her Majesty’s 23rd 
and another of Her Majesty’.s 53rd. ‘'Not having any' more infantry 
at my disposal, Captain Remington’s troop of Horse Artillery 
was brought up, and da.shcd right into the jungle with the leading 
skirmishers, and opened fire with extraordinary force and precision/’ “ 
“The enemy were beaten oft', the Hrc was heavy, and the sight of the 
flashes of the cannon and musketry in the dusk of the evening was 
striking in the extreme.'’ 

The operations on the ISbli disclosed to Sir Colin that liis 
force could do no more than hold their scattered posts, and that the 
proposed line of retirement by the road which ran from the Secuuder- 
bagh to the Dilkhusha was impracticable. It entailed not only the 
re-taking of the hospitals but also the capture of the Emnmbara and a 
mosque which were commanded b}"- the guns of the Kniserbagh. He 
therefore ordered on the morning of the 19th a fresh reconnaissance to 
be made of the villages from the back of the bungalows down to the 
bank of the canal. It was found that they contained a] number of 
couutiy roads, rough it is true but sufficiently good for'lhc transit 
even of heavy artillery. He determined to remove his guns along tliem 
and to withdraw the garrison by the route along which he Imd advanced. 
He therefore commanded Colonel Ewart merely to hold the barracks 
and Colonels Hale and Wells the bungalows — jiositions wliich covered 
his left rear. He had constructed a flying sap belweou the Engine 
House and Martin’s House to screen the women and children from the 
fire of the Kaiserbagh wlien they crossed the open .space between tlie 
Engine House and the Jloti Mahal. A naval gun commanded by Mid- 
shipman Lord Arthur Clinton w.a.s placed on the road between the 
Secnnderb.igh and Moti Mahal in order to reply to any fire that 0 })ened 
on it. Then Sir Colin sent k note to Outram informing him that his 
arrangements for the withdi-awal of the women and children, .sick and 
wounded, had been completed and conve^-anccs would be sent for them. 


* “1 suprrinUndetl this nffair myself," wrote Sir Colin Camjibcll, “ and I have pard'ciitnr 
plranire in dr.vivinp your I.ordvhlp’s attention to the comliirt of this troop on this vastion, 
nv »n jnvteinceof th" I'-evcr-fnilinp teadiness and qiiteVin'.'i'i of the Horse Artillery of the 
lief sal Service. Indivn Mutinj," Volume HI, j■n^e 33(. 
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The news, of the abandonment of the Residency sent a shiver 
through the garrison. It seemed to them who had so long defended 
its crumbling walls an intolerable shame. They had done all men 
could do. They had kept at bay a vast host ; they had suffered pitifully ; 
they had seen their wives and children perish around them ; and to 
leave the spot where they had died was a sore distress. “ And now we 
must leave our little room the sceim of so much sorrow and suffering,” 
wrote a widow, “ and before night I shall pass the spot where my hus- 
band was killed and where perhaps he found his grave.^’ The men of 
the garrison were a ragged remnant, shadows of themselves sinking 
under bad food, fever, and cholera, but they were willing to fight and to 
endure till they brought the defence to a more triumphant issue. 
Their gallant commander went to Outram and begged that the Banner 
of England which “ shot through the staff and halyard they had ever 
raised anew ” should not now be furled. Remove the women and 
children, the sick and wounded, but leave him one regiment and he 
would hold the old Residency and from its topmost roof the Banner of 
England should fly. Outram mentioned the offer to the Chief who 
sternly refused it, and it required a bolder heart to refuse it than to 
storm the breach' at San Sebastian. The command had gone forth and 
it must be obeyed. , 

On the 18th of November the women were busy packing, but it 
was not an arduous task. “ My worldly effects/’ wrote one of them, 
'' can be put into a very small compass, since they consist merely of a 
few old clothes.^^ The next day at noon the women and children left 
the entrenchment where for five months they had endured the most 
poignant sufferings. Some of them were conveyed in carriages, closely 
packed, many were seated on native carts, not a few Avalked. Passing 
through the Bailey Guard Gate, the Purhut Baksh, and Ohatar Munzil 
palaces they came to th^advanced battery. The line of fire from the 
Kaiserbagh to Martin’s House had to be crossed. The horses had 
been so long on siege fare “ that they had forgotten the use of their 
legs and had no strength and so came to a standstill every five minutes, 
invariably choosing the most dangerous parts of the road for their halt. 
At one place we were under so hot a fire that we got out and ran for . 
our lives, leaving the vehicles to fate; and two natives who were 
helping to push behind were shot.’^ From Martin’s House they passed 
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through the Court of the Moti SIvmzil on the side of which they 
gained the high road leading to, the Secundorbagh. Here they 
were exposed to the enemy’s guns on the other side of the river : 
and leaving the carriages they crept along the scarp past the exposed 
places. "In one spot we were passing a 24-pouudor manned by some 
sailors of the naval brigade ; they all called out to us to bend low and 
run as fast as we could ; we had hardly done so when a volley of grape 
n hizzod over our heads and struck a wall beyond.” After au hour's 
tramp they reached the Secunderbagh unhurt where they were wel- 
comed by the old Chief. He determined to keep them there till night 
fell and then send them on in doolies for the horses conkl not drag the 
vehicles through the sandy lanes. At 1 1 P.M. a long procession of 
litters started for the Dilkhusha, the women and children were borne 
along " in the most solemn silence ; the only sounds were the tramp, 
tramp of the doolie bearers and the screaming of the jackals. It was 
an awful time, one felt as if one's life hung in a balance, with the 
fate we had so long dreaded ; but our merciful Father, who had 
protected us through so many and great dangers, brought us in 
safety to Dilkhusha, where we arrived about two in the morning.” 
They found n shelter in a large tent, and being thoroughly worn out they 
soon fell asleep on the ground. They' were come out of captinty and 
the weary months of imprisonment wore past, but many of them , would 
awake to have to bear up alone without a husband, without a child. In 
their soiled and tattered garments Peel’s coxswain said he thought they' 
“•looked a rough lot." The years roll away, hut the 'golden tints of 
their courage and heroic devotion remain on the pages of history. 

On the morning of the 20bh Peel’s iieasy guns which were 
established in battery near Martin’s house opened on the Kaiserbagh, 
Under cover of their fire which gradually' assumed the character 
of a regular breaching and bombardment, the treasure, the food, and 
nil the guns that were not destroyed were^ removed out of the 
Kcsidency without the enemy'^s knowledge, his whole attention being 
concentrated on the clefcnco of the Kaiserbagh. On the 22nd three 
wide breaches yawned in its walls, and Sir Colin Imvitig thus led 
the enemy to bolievo that immediate sissault was contemplated sent to 
Outmm firm] directions silently to evacuate the Ko.sidoncy at midnight. 
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A little after eleven the fourteen garrisons were silently withdrawn 
from the outposts. The name of each man was called out ^ to see if all 
were present. Through the darkness came a low answer. Then a 
bright flame shooting upwards displayed the shattered Besidency and 
the men leaning on their muskets. The hot metals from some of the 
guns which had been burst had set fire to the heap of wood used as a 
rampart. A critical moment. But the enemy only continued their 
desultory musketry fire. The clock struck twelve. ' The order was 
given. Arid the illustrious garrison marched past Outram and Inglis 
who stood at the Bailey Guard Gate. “ All have passed, Sir/^ reported 
the Aide-de-Camp. Outram waved his hand to Inglis to precede him. 
But lagUs at once said r “You will allow me, Sir James, to be the 
last, and to shut the gates of my old garrison.” Outram at once 
3 delded, and Inglis closed the gates. So ended the defence of the 
Besidency at Lucknow. 

The garrison after passing the Clock Tower turned sharp to the 
left and entered the Tehri Kote enclosure and passed in succession 
the palaces held by us, All along we see files of ranks ready to join 
us, and here the Artillery Staif, there the Engineers fall in. We have 
left our defences and glance up to the right towards the Kaiserbagh 
to see if the enemy is visible, No, >11 is still, not a shot is fired.” t 
The high road is reached and amidst the deepest silence Outram> 
column passed through _ Sir Colin’s advanced posts to the Secunder- 
bagh and down the sandy tortuous lane through which the Chief had 
advanced. Then each exterior line gradually retired through its 
supports till all the ground as far as the Secunderbagh was abandoned. 
There Hope’s brigade with fifteen guns were drawn up and Sir Colin was 
with them ready “ to crush the enemy if he had dared to follow up the 
picquets.” When Outram had reported that his force had withdrawn 
and a few minutes had been given for the narrow lanes to be clear, 

* The necessity of the precaution of calling out the names is illustrated by the fact that 

one oflBcer had a narrow escape from falling into the hands of the enemy. “The hour fixed 

for our departure was midnight, and before this arrived many of the garrison laid down to 
take some rest, making sure of being awoke when the movement began. Among these was 
Captain Waterman of the 13th Native Infantry. He fell fast asleep, and his friends failed 
to awake him. The troops had marched out of the Residency and cleared the palaces 
altogether before he awoke. His consternation on awaking may well be imaeined. He 
was alone in the abandoned position and could discover no traces of his friends. Appalled 
by tbe horror of his position, he followed in the track of the retiring force as fa>t as he 
could, but not until he had left the old position far behind him did ho overtake the rear- 
guard’. The shock he had undergone was too great for him, and he long suffered from its 
effects.”— “Tbe Mutinies in Oudh,” by Martin Gubbins, pages 455-456. 

t“ The Mutinies, in Oudh,” by Martin Gubbins, page 455. 
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Hope’s brigade fell back and passed througb the line. At that moment 
the enemy opened an ai'tillery and musketry fire All thought the 
retirement was discovered : and the enemy would come forth from the 
Kaiserbagh and attack the retiring force. But Peel promptly scut a 
fire of rockets into the Kaiserbagh and their fire ceased. Then the 
fifteen guns filed off and Sir Colin sent orders by stafif officers that the 
extreme posts on the left should make their way by a road which had 
been explored for them. He alone remained with a handful of infantry. 
Then when sufficient time had been given for the guns to got clear of 
the lanes and village “ the infantry who had been lying down, and 
gazing with anxious e 3 ’es, and ears on tlie stretch, in the direction of 
the enemy, quietly arose and filed oft* through the village with the 
Commander-in-Chief.” 

“ Shortly' before dawn every soldier was in the position allotted 
to him, either at the Dilkhusha, in front of it facing the canal, or at 
the Martiniere, at which latter place Sir Colin and the 93rd were 
established, and warming themselves round fires soon lighted, in rear 
of that building.” f 

Thus was accomplished the removal of the garrison from the Resi- 
dency a skilful movement which merits every praise. Tiro sound judg- 
ment of Sir Colin Campbell was inanife.?ted in the foresight with which 
ho examined and provided for every contingenc}'. .But not unto hini-solf 
but his troo])s he gave the praise. He issued a General Order on the 
23rd of Kovembor thanking thenr for what thc^* had done. He com- 
rneirdcd their patience and endurance. “ Hastil}' assembled, fatigued 
by forced marches but animated by a common feeling of determina- 
tion to accomplish the dut}’ before them, all ranks of the force 
have compensated for their small number by increasing exertion/' 
Reraindiirg them how for six da^-s the rvlrole . force had been - 
“one outlyiirg picquet never out of fire and covering an immense 
extent of ground ” he praised their valour. “ That ground was won 
by fighting as it ever fell to the lot of the Commander to witue.ss, it 
being necessary to bring up the same men over and over again to 
fiv.sh attacks, and it is with the greatest gratitic/ition that His E.v'col- 
Icncy declare.^ he never saw men behave bettor/' And Sir Colin had 


•IV-tr. Gfnml ^ (VmpSrll t.. tlf Gfnrn or.tkti. ra! ,.f j.. 
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i Lfct«r. cn tt* Rrn-tf of LueVnow," Ij Cotcr.tl H. W. Kf.rman, 30. 
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seen the British soldier fight at San Sebastian and Vittoria. Alluding 
to the movement by which the Unal rescue of the garrison was effected, 
he declared it to have been a model of discipline and exactness, the 
consequence of which was, that the enemy was completely deceived, 
and the. force retired by a narrow tortuous lane, the only line of 
retreat open, and in the face of 50,000 enemies withouD molestation/' * 
In the hour of their success there fell on the soldiers a deep sorrow. 
On the 19th of November Havelock wrote to his wife : — “ Sir Cofin has 
come up with some 5,000 men and much altered the state of affairs. 
The papers of the 26th September came up with him announcing my 
elevation to the Oommaodership of the Bath for my first three battles. 
I have fought nine since." It was his last letter. Fatigue, exposure, 
cruel anxiety, and hard fare had impaired his strength, and the next 
day illness overtook him. As it rapidly increased they carried him on 
the night of the 20th to the Dilkhusha where a soldier’s tent was pitched 
for him. The next daj^ the enemy made a vigorous attack on the posi- 
tion : the bullets fell around his tent and he was removed to a more 
sheltered position. He was greatly cheered by receiving the letters 
from England which had been accumulating at Cawnpore during the 
blockade at. Lucknow, and he spoke of the loved ones at home. He 
knew that he would never see them again, and with the true calmness 
born of courage and strength he told those around him that his life 
was oyer. Friends came about him. On the morning of the 23rd 
Mr. Gubbins went to enquire about him. " I was directed," he says, 
to a common soldier’s tent, which was pitched near the one in which 
we had found shelter. Entering it, I found the General's Aide-de- 
Camp, Lieutenant Hargood, and his medical attendant. Dr. Collinson, 
lying down. They whispered to me in mournful accents the grievous 
news that Sir Henry's case was worse, and pointed to where he lay. 
It was in a doolie, which had been brought inside the tent, and served 
as a bed. The curtain on my side was down. I approached and 
found young Havelock seated on the further side, upon the ground 

*In the last paragraph of the General Order Sir Colin Campbell stated : — "The Com- 
mander-In-Chief ofiers his sincere thanks to Major-General Sir James Ontram, g.c.b., for the 
happy manner in n'hich he planned and carried out his arrangements for the evacuation of 
the Residency of Lucknow.” Sir James was greatly distressed to find the credit assigneil 
to him when due to the Commander-in-Chief. Four years later in his official acknowledg- 
ment of the vote of the freedom of the City of Loudon, Outram wrote: — “ The withdrawal 
of the Lucknow garrison, the credit of which is assigned to Sir James, was planned by Lord 
Clyde and effected under the protection of the troops immediately under his Lordship’s 
command. Sir James Uutram merely carrying out his Chief’s orders.” — " Life of Sir James 
Outram,” by Major-General Sir F. J. Goldsmid, c.b., k.c.s.i.. Volume II, page 275. 
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by his (lying father. His vroimdc-d arm stiii hung in a sling, but ivith 
his other ho supplied all his father’s v;ants. They told me that the 
Genera! vrould allow no one to render him any attendance but his son. 
I .saw that to speak was impossible, and sorroivfully withdrew.” 

In the e\-ening Outram went to see him, " ‘ His tenderness was 
that of a brother '—and he said ' I have for forty ycar-s so ruled my life, 
that v/hen death came I might face it without fear.^ ” On the morning 
of the 24th of November death came and nobler life had never 
happier close. Never was a man more widely mourned over or more 
honoured in his death. On Christmas Day 1857, news reached England 
of the Relief of Lucknow, and on January the 7th the joy of a nation 
was turned into mourning by the tidings of Havelock’s death. 

“ Bold Havelock died. 

Tender and great and good, 

And every man in Britain 

Saj's ‘ I am of Havelock^s blood.' ” * 

But Havelock belonged to a race that is not confined to a small island, 
and wherever our English is spoken the news of his death brought 
sorrow, and men snid " I am of Havelock's blood." Let us never forgot 
that the tlag.s in New York were hung at half mast high when 
Havelock died. Sncli men as he arc the true builders of our nation’.s 
greatnos.s. 

Soon after the death of their great Captain the march back to 
Cawnporo began and the .soldiers he had so often led to victor}' bore 
his body to the Alumbagh. Nc.vt morning they interred him in the 
onclosuro under the mango tree which still .spreads its branches over 
his tomb, and tho cross carved on it by the hand of Outram was a few 
yeans ago, still di.«cerniblc.f “ As long ns the memory of great deeds, 
and high courage and .spotless devotion is cherished among.st his country- 
men, so long will Havelock's lonely tomb in the grave henoatli the 
scorching ca.stern sky, hard by the vast city, tho scene alike of his toil, 
his triumph and his death, bo regarded as one of the most holy of the 
many spots where the patriot soldiers lie." 

• '* Draiti of llnvclool:," lir .Alfro i IjOrJ T«'nnyMfi. 

♦ To sirainnt futnro rontiiiR.'tirioj, Outram pao«<>(l tlic prarp to bo oior 

*<5 ft* to ib'trption. At tbe ♦amo fimr Jip *1iriTtott mimitt* inpastirrinpufir fo br 

taV.n »* to !<■»*! tn thi" rrpopttUion, trbcii ruquirri. of tb'* |irr-c)«c •!!!.>. AfDrftOTi'r, to obrmtft 
»!i ft i.ir'nn-anhtm of I'ti-**' tfiftft'urowfr.t* fcrtrardoii to Cairufin for prfiiT»»* 

ti'.o aos’.nr tb- /irrbWo* of fl'ivrrt.mfnt 

T.'fft of Ja.mi*" by ^t»y'^r.^^ocr«^ Sir F, J. ftobfimi:!, c.w., K.r.x.r,, Vofumo II, 
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When Sir Colin Campbell moved on with General Grant’s division 
to Alumbagh on the afternoon of the 24th he left Sir James Outram^s 
division in position at Dilkhusha to prevent molestation of the immense 
convoy of the women and wounded which he had to transport. Sir 
James Outram closed up the next day Avithout annoyance from the 
enemy. On the 26th the force halted in order that the necessary 
arrangements might be made for the equipment of a strong column 
which was to remain under his command. His instructions were to 
remain at the Alumbagh until circumstances should admit of the 
recapture of LucknoAV and to “ hold the city ” in check in accordance 
Avith the desire of the Governor-General.* 

On the morning of the 27th of November Sir Colin Campbell with 
the women and children I’escued from Lucknow, the wounded of his own 
and Outram’s force, together Avith the treasure and artillery and engineer 
parks started from the Alumbagh. The convoy extended along at least 
ten miles of road. To guard it Sir Colin had only three thousand men, 
amongst Avhom Avere the remnant of the gallant 32nd Avho had so 
stoutly defended the Residency, the sepoys Avhose fidelity and courage 
can never be too highly appraised, and the feAV Native pensioners Avho 
had- loyally responded to the call of Sir Henry LaAvrence to come to our 
aid in the darkest hour. Slowly did the long train wend its way and 
it was sunset before Sir Colin passed Bunnee bridge and encamped two 
miles beyond. During the day had been heard the Ioav tremulous 
sound which denotes heavy firing at a distance, and on reaching Bunnee 
the officer commanding that outpost reported that he had not only heard 
a cannonade during the day, but it had been audible during the greater 
part of the preAdous day. No neAvs had reached Sir Colin from Cawn- 
pore for some time and now the cause of the silence became eAudent : 

- the Gwalior Contingent were attacking Windham. The contingency of 
AA'hich he had never lost sight and which had influenced him in limiting 

•Oil the 26 th November 1857, the- Commander-in-(;hief telegraphed to the Governor. 
General: — “I march to-morrow for Bunnee with nil the wounded, &e. I leave Sir James 
Outram in possession with a force, including the, post of Alumbagh and Bunnee, of 4,000 men, 
with twenty-two guns, of which four are heavy, besides ten mortars, namely sii 8-inch and four 
5J-inch. If it is completed with a month’s supplies and ammunition of every description 
(and I have denuded my moveable columns of tents to supply his troops, which will be in a 
standing camp), I think his position a good one j but I learn from him that he would rather 
have it further back near the Ganges. Sir James will probably address Your Lordship on the 
subject. I beg only to report that Your Lordship’s instructions have been ca'rried out to the 
letter.’’ — “Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 368, . ’ ‘ 
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29tli Nov- 
ember Sir 
Colin re- 
futnr* his 
rai-rcb to 
Cawnpore 


his opertitions nt Lucknow to the withdrawal of the garrison liad arisen. 
Sir Colin also knew how slender wjts the force at AYindham’s disposal, 
how strong the enemy were, and the grave consequences of Wiudhant’s 
not being able to hold his own. Gawnpore and the bridge-of-boats in 
the hands of the enemy, the situation of his force in Oudh would indeed 
be gr.ave. To abandon the charge of the convoj’^ was impossible. All 
must be pressed forward without delay. Orders were issued for a 
marclj on Gawnpore the following morning, and Gawnpore was thirty 
miles away. 

At 9 A.M. on the 2Sth of November the column preceded by the 
cav.'dr}^ and artillery resumed its marcli At every step the sound of a 
heavy hub distant cannonade became more distinct, bub mile after mile was 
passed over and no news could be obtained. The anxiety and impatience 
of all became evident. “ Louder and louder grew the roar ; faster and 
faster became the march ; long and weary was the way ; tired and foot.sorc 
grow the infantiy ; death fell on the exhausted wounded with a terrible 
rapidity; the travel-worn beurereconld hardly stagger along under their 
loads ; the sick men groaned and died — bub still on, on, on was the cry," 
They had tramped on till noon w'ithout news, when a Native stuldenly 
jumped out of cover in a field and handed a letter in Greek character to 
the staff at the head of the advance guard. It was addressed — " Most 
urgent, to General Sir Colin Campbell or any ofTicor commanding troops 
on the Lucknow Road.” “ The letter was dated two days previously, 
and said that, unless affaire shortly took a favourable turn the troops 
would have to retire into the entrenctimenb ; that the fighting had boon 
hard and most severe ; and that the enemy was very powerful, especially 
in artillery. It concluded by expressing a liope that the Commander- 
in-Chief would therefore see the necessity of jiushing to their assistance 
with the utmost speed.” Soon lie received two other notes in succes- 
sion, announcing that “ Windh.am was hard jiressecl,^’ “That he had 
been obliged to fall back from outside the city to his entrenchment." f 
Three salvos wore firetl from the battery of the advanced guard to in- 
timate the approach of coining aid, but it i.s doubtful whether they wore 
ever heard, or, if heard, understood. Sir Colin leaving the infantry and 
convoy to foliow pushed forward with the cavalry and horec artilioiy. 


• nil Oi" i\fl > f Luelnew,” (,y Cnloncl H. \V. Ncirnimi, c.ii. 
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On reaching Mangahvar he, left these behind with orders to Sir Hope 
Grant to pitch his camp there, and galloped on escorted only by some of 
his staff. ' Four miles lay between him and the river bank. On they sped 
till they saw rising above the flat plain the City of Cawnpore, and the 
forks of flames which flashed across the sky told it was in the hands of 
the, enemy : the roar of guns proclaimed that a battle was raging. The 
Ganges gilded with the rays of the setting sun lay before them and 
across its wide expanse they could trace a dark thread. The bridge- 
6f-boats was safe. Harder they ivent till they reached the bank of 
the river where they found a guard of British soldiers under a subaltern. 
He expressed his joy at seeing them and stammered out “ we are at 
our last gasp.^’ Unfortunate man! Sir Colin flew at him as only Colin 
Campbell could when roused, and asked him how he dared to say of 
Her Majesty’s troops that they were “ at their last gasp.^’ Then 
spurring his horse Sir Colin followed by his staff galloped over the bridge 
and down the road till they rode into some infantry defending the 
outworks of the entrenchment. As Sir Colin entered the gate of the 
fort the men of the Rifle Brigade recognised the well-known face and 
wiry figure they had so often seen in the Crimea, and sent forth cheer 
after cheer. ' ‘ They knew that Cawnpore was saved. Sir Colin now 
learnt the true state of affairs, and shortly after his arrival it was ' 
reported to him that Brigadier Carthew had retreated from a very 
important outpost. The fighting for the night ceased, and Sir Colin 
having remained with Windham for some time settling the operations 
for the morrow, rode across the river to his camp “ into which all 
night the guns, stores, women and sick continued to stream.^^ * Peel 
and his sailors, with the slow-paced bullocks required to drag the heavy 
24-pounder, arrived only an hour before sunrise. 

When Sir Colin was about to leave Cawnpore to relieve the Resi- 
dency at Lucknow he sent General Windham three memoranda con- 
taining minute and precise instructions for his guidance. In the 
memorandum dated the 6th November 1857, Windham was told that 
“ his attention was to be immediately directed towards the improve- 
ment of the defences and of the entrenchment. " He was directed to 
maintain a careful watch over the .movements of the Gwalior force 
“ which, it is supposed, will arrive at Calpee on Monday, the 9th instant.” 
If this force should ‘‘ show a real disposition to cross the Jumna, the 

A Lecture on the Relief of Lucknow," by Colonel H. \y. Norman, c.b., page 34, 
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garrison at Futtehpore should be withdrawn to Cawnpore.” In such 
case a post was to be formed at Lohunda, the terminus of the railway 
from Allahabad, to consist of not less than five companies of infantry 
and four guns furnished from Allahabad. Parties proceeding from 
Lohunda to Cawnpore were to be of the strength of a battalion. But 
the bullock train post was not to be discontinued, “ till positive infor- 
mation respecting the movement of the Gwalior Contingent rendered 
such precaution absolutely necessary/’ Then General Windham was 
to make as great show as he could of the troops he might have at 
Cawnpore, “ leaving a sufficient ground in the entrenchment, by 
encamping them conspicuously and in somewhat extended order, looking, 
however, well to his line of retreat.’^ General Windham was specially 
dii'ected ” not to move out to attack unless compelled to do so by the 
force of circumstances, to save the bombardment of the entrenchment.” 
For the present the garrison at Cawnpore was to consist of about 500 
men. The detachments of British infantry as they arrived were to 
be sent into Oudh by wings of detachment unless the General should 
be seriously threatened. “ But of course in such case he will have 
been able to take the orders of the Coramander-in-Chiof.^^ Windham 
was to be allowed to retain the Madras Brigade on its arrival on tlic ICth 
of November, for a few days until the intentions of the Gwalior Con- 
tingent became developed.* 

Wiudhain at once proceeded to carry out the intentions of tho 
Coramander-in-Chief with regard to placing the entrenchment in ns 
complete a stale of defence as possible. But it was impossible to 
remedy its chief defects. It never could in a military sense bo made 
defensible. It was surrounded with numerous houses, gardens, and wall.s. 
hloreovor, the old native city of Cawnpore with its narrow streets was 
only a few hundred yards distant ; “ consequently An enemy might 
(if the city was not defended) approach even with artillery, under 
cover, to within easy musket range of the works,” Windham also with 
commendable promptitude sent forward according to his instructions 
the several detachments as they reached Cawnpore. On tlic 13lh of 
November the Chief of tho Staff wrote to him : " He (the Chief) desires 
me to thank yon warmly for all you arc doing to support him, The 
impulse you liavo given to everything is immense and his expression 
to me is, ' I cannot be too th.ankful for having him at Cawnpore jii.st , 
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now/ The troops you have sent on will be of incalculable advantage 
to us as we shall be compelled to leave so many posts as we go along.” 
Windham’s spies, however, from' day to day informed him that the 
Gwalior Contingent were gradually crossing the Jumna and he had 
sound reason to think that the enemy would attack Cawnpore when 
Sir Colin was engaged in the difficult operation of rescuing the 
Lucknow garrison fifty miles away. He therefore represented the in- 
sufficiency of his force to protect the city if attacked, and on the 16th of 
November ie received the following memorandum by the Chief of the 
Staff : “ Major-General Windham will cause all detachments coming 
along the Grand Trunk Road to halt at Cawnpore until further orders.’^ * 
The previous day the Madras brigade commanded by Brigadier 
Carthew marched into Cawnpore. It consisted of a wing of the 27th, 
four 9-pounders manned by natives and two manned by Europeans. 
One of the regiments of which it had been composed, the 17th Native 
Infantry, had been left at Futtehpore to maintain the communication 
betAveen Allahabad and Cawnpore. Day by day Windham’s force began 
now to be increased by successive companies or drafts of the 34th, 
82nd, 88th Regiments, of the Rifle Brigade and by the remaining wing 
of the 27 th Madras Native Infantry. By the 25th of November it had 
been brought up to a strength of 1,700 effective men. 

Three days after the arrival of Carthew’s brigade Windham, follow- 
ing the instructions of the Memorandum to encamp his troops con- 
spicuously, took up a position beyond and to the west of the town near 
' the junction of the Delhi and Calpee roads. The force, under the 
command of Brigadier Carthew, consisted of detachments from the 34th, 
82nd, 88th, and Rifle Brigade, and of the'^ right wing of the 27th Madras 
Native Infantry with six guns. Windhain now knew that the enemy 
had occupied two villages Shewlie and Shirajpur, fifteen miles from 
Cawnpore, and that the main body was more than twenty-five miles oS.f 
Between the two villages flowed the Ganges canal. Windham con- 
ceived the plan of transporting 1,200 men one night up the canal by 
boats, taking his field guns along the towing paths and landing at day- 
light. He would fall on the village which his latest intelligence 
revealed to be most open to attack. Having overwhelmed it he would 
return to CaAvnpore before the main body of the enemy could attack it 
: Windham collected the boats for the purpose and the toAv path was 
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* Memorandum by the Chief of the Staff for the guidance of Major-General Windham, 
dated Camp Alumbagh, 14th November 1857. 

f “ The Defence of Cawnpore,” by Lieutenaot-ColonelJohn Adye, c.b., page 10. 
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reconnoitred and found practicable for artillery, But he considered to 
attempt so forward a movement without special sauction Avould be 
acting contrar}'- to the e.vplicit instructions he had received. He there- 
fore sent the plan to the Commander-in-Chief and requested permission 
to carry it out. The letters he sent announcing the approach of the 
' Gwalior Force, hoivever, never reached the Commander-in-Chief." Ou 
the 19th of Hoveraber all communication with Lucknow suddenly ceased. 
Three days after Windham learnt that the rebels had surprised and 
defeated a police force at Bunnee. Without hesitation he determined 
to weaken his small force in order to protect the Chiefs communication, 
and on the morning of the 23rd of November he sent a wing of the 
27th Madras Native Infantry with two guns manned by Europeans to 
re-occupy the bridge. That day a native arrived from Lucknow with 
a small note rolled in a quill. It was from a Commissariat officer 
with the Commander-in-Chief s column requesting that ten days' 
provisions for the whole body should be sent at once to Lucknow. 
The request for ten days’ provision suggested the fear that Colin 
Campbell was surrounded, and force -was lent to the suggestion by the 
fact that no letter or desp.atoh hud been received from him. General 
Windham now concluded that he could not return for some time, and 
he e.xpected an attack by the enem}' in force. Ho determined to 
strike the first blow. He considered the entrenchment and biddge 
could " be better defended by holding the town and its outskirts than 
in any other way. But I desired not only to use the town as a cover 
to the entrenchment, but also to prevent the town itself from being 
pillaged.” f On the 24th Windham, leaving four companies of the 
C4th Bcgiment and a small force of artillery to guard the entrenchment, 
advanced his camp close to the bridge by which the Calpee road 
crosses the canal. He considered it a good position for carrying out 
his canal scheme, for he was in hope that every moment a message 
from Lucknow would come sanctioning its execution.^ His aim n,s 


•From nis Kxrdlcncr General Sir Colin Campbell, o.c.n., CommntuIer-in-C)ai'f, to the 
Riebt Ilon'ble Viscount Conning, Go%'crnor-Goncral of India in Council, dated - llr-ad- 
Quartors, Camp, Cnwnpore, tho 2nd of November 1857. — ''Indian 'Mutiny,'' Volume III, 
paRc 378. 

•f "Rj-dsn Windham," by Major nmchPearse, pare 229. 

;"Defet!C3of Cswopore," by Ls/'otenant Colom-l John Mye, c.n., pvRP» 1C snd 17. 
Sir John Adye »tntM that GemraJ Windham "had Ida main body eneamprd by sanction of tb« 
C.?t«ujar.,t-r-5a.Chi'f cntn Jt of the dly. At pafe 10 bearrit... t «» Genera! Windham iraa to wake 
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he tells us was to attack in unconnected bodies the Gwalior Contingent. 
But the wily Mahratta commander who opposed him was no mean 
master of strategy. The moment he heard that Windham had advauced 
his camp he pushed forward his 'main body, and their leading 
division' took up their position on the Pandu rivulet about three miles 
to ' the ' south-west of Windham’s camp. On the news reaching* 
Windham of this movement, he, having neglected the opportunity of sui’- 
prising the enemy without his Chiefs orders, now with singular incon- 
sistency resolved to fight when they were prepared and strongly 
posted. His intention was to strike the leading division a hard blow 

- and then at once return, stand upon the defensive, and cover his bases. 

On the morning of the 26bh of November having sent his camp 
equipage and baggage to the rear Windham advanced to the attack. 
Four companies of the Rifle Brigade under Colonel R. Walpole went 
forward in skirmishing order on the right of the road. They were 
followed* by four companies of the 88th Connaught Rangers under 
Lieutenant-Colonel E. H. Maxwell and four light 6-pounder Madras 
guns under Lieutenant Chamier, The extreme right was covered by 
about 100 Native troopers. The 34.th Regiment advanced at the same 
time on' the left of the road ; one wing in skirmishing order — the 
other in support' with four 9-pounder guns. The 82nd was held in 
reserve in column. The enemy strongly posted on the other side of 
the dry bed of the rivulet, opened a heavy fire of artillery from 
siege and field guns, and a body of their cavalry charged the extreme 
left of the skirmishers. But a party of the 34th Regiment forming 
square smote them with a crashing volley and sent them flying back. 

- The' troops continued their advance, charging as they went ; the bed of 
the rivulet ’was crossed, the position carried with a rush, and a village 
more than half a mile in its rear was rapidly cleared. The mutineers 
in their quick retreat left two 8-iach iron howitzers and one 6-pounder 
gun on the ground. At this point Windham apparently for the first 
time became aware that the main force of the enemy was near at hand. 
He writes in his despatch : — “ Observing from a height on the other 
side -of the village that the enemy’s main body was at hand, and that 

* the one just defeated was their leading division^ I at once decided on 
retiring to protect Cawnpore, my entrenchments, and the bridge over 

* From Major-General C, A. 'Windham to His Excellency General Sir Colin CampbeU, 
G.C.B., Cominander-in-Chief, dated Cawnpore, 30th November 1857, — "Indian Mutiny,, 
Volume' III, page 3S0. • 

'^^The Defence of Cawnpore,^* by Lieutenant'Colonel John Adyoy 
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the Ganges. We accordingly fell back, followed, however, by the cncinv 
up to the bridge over the canal.-” 

Windham encamped for the night on the open ground across the 
Calpee road immediately in front of some brick-kilns.* Between him 
and the enti-enchment lay the city.f A short note had reached him from 
the Chief of the Staff informing him that all was well and that Sir 
Colin’s force was returning at once to Cawnporc. Windham now 
hoped that the blow he had inflicted on the leading division would 
check the advance of the main body of the enera}’ till the Commander- 
in-Chief arrived. But Tantia Topee also knew from the mutineers who 
had left Lucknow that Colin Campbell was returning. He considered 
that Windham would not have fallen back after a success unless he was 
w'eak, and he determined to crush him before assistance reached him. 
His force amounted to about fourteen thousand disciplined soldiers 
and eleven thousand irregulars: his opponents to about seventeen 
hundred. T.antia had sixty or seventy guns: Windham only ten. 
Windham also laboured under the disadvantage of being able to get no 
accurate information. *' The spies feared to venture out: several during 
the previous days had returned hon-ibly maimed, with their .arms, cars 
.and noses cut off. There w'as no cavalry to perform outpost duty and 
bring in intelligence.” 

At daybreak on the 27th, Windham's small force were under arms. 
But there was no sign of the oncray. The natives brought intelligence 
that they had not crossed the canal in force and that their artillery w.as 
on the other side of it, Windham, however, though far from suspecting 
his real peril, took the additional precaution of ordering up two 2-1- 
pounders drawn by bullocks and manned by seamen commanded by 
Lieutenant Hay, E.N. 

About 10 A,M., when reconnoitring from the 'top of a house, a 
heavy c.annonado on his right flank and the roar of guns on his front 
revealed to him the gravity of his situation. The enemy had attacked 
him in both quarters. He sent at once Brigadier Carthew with tho 
34th, two companies of the 82nd, and four 6-j)ounder guns to protect 
his right and defend his approaches to the town by the Bithoor road. 
Concluding that the flank attack would be the one most vigorously 

• There TTcrc several tojifs of tree* tirnr the camp, hut it win n» open ond free a sjiar.. 
as could ho found, coniide.-in|; the reitricte-l chord which the circumstanres allowed." — “The 
Defence of Cawnpore,” bp Lieatcnant-Colonel John Adye, c.ii., juv^e 21. 

fallal I desired ti it only to use the town ni a cover to the entrenchment, lui aho to 
prevent the town itself frera heiiif; piilaired.” 

"To thaw that this was a looK-cherishrd idea of mine, I wrote on the 10th Nr-vemhfr to 
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pressed, for, if successful, it opened . the easiest access to the entrench- 
ment, he himself galloped there to watch the operations, leaving 
Colonel Walpole who commanded the Eifle Brigade to hold the enemy 
in front. Besides the two battalions of the Eifle Brigade Colonel 
Walpole had the 88th Eegiraent, two 9-pounder guns, two 24-pounder 
howitzers under Captain D. S. Greene, Eoyal Artillery, and the two 24- 
pounder guns manned by seamen of the Shannon, To the right of him 
in a wood midway between his position and that occupied by Carthew 
was posted the main body of the 82nd. 

The flank attack was well met and resisted by the 34th Eegiment 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly and the Madras Battery under Lieu- 
tenant Chamier, together with a small portion of the 82nd under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Watson. The enemy’s fire having been silenced Windham 
after the lapse of an hour returned to the front where he found Walpole 
was sustaining a hard conflict. The 24-pounder guns had advanced to 
meet the enemy and after a short time came in sight of them. The 
enemy fired the first shot from a gun on the road, but as soon as our 
guns replied they opened a hot fire with grape and canister from 
batteries on either side of it. When Windham arrived he found not 
only was the enemy^s fire incessant, but there were indications that his 
left as well as his right was threatened. To check the movement he 
turned one of the naval guns in that direction. But the contest was 
hopeless. Their guns were superior in numbers and calibre. Then 
our ammunition began to fail and the bullock drivers to desert. 
Windham issued orders for the brigade to fall back on the brick-kilns 
and at the same time he sent for the 34th to reinforce him. He also 
directed Carthew to fall back on the brick-kilns.* No sooner had the 


the Chief of the Staff, pointing out certain brick-kilns just Trithout the town as offering the 
best line of defence. In his reply to me he says (extract of letter dated llth November 
1857) — ‘ Having not had a moment of time to spare, when I was at Cawnpore, I am not able 
to give an opinion on the military position there. But it appears to me that if your retreat 
is secured, it is a great advantage to prevent the pillage of the city .” — " Hedan Windham,” 
by Major Hugh Pearse, page 229. 

• Captain Drury, who was Brigadier Carthew’s Brigade-Major on this occasion, thus 
described the situation in a letter to'a friend at Madras “The other position ” (Windham’s) 
“ of the force had not fared so well, and the General sent for the 34th to strengthen the 
encampment. Shortly afterwards we were ordered to return to the encampment and occupy 
some brick-kilns immediately in its rear. This order was repeated, and it was not until the 
second time that we commenced faUing back to the place directed. This order was a grave 
error. General Windham says he sent a countermand afterwards. That never came.” 
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front brigade begun to retire than the enemy advanced in numbers' 
covering their advance by a brisk fire, Windham intended as soon as 
the enemy was reported to have crossed the canal to have his baggage 
and camp equipage “removed and cover its removal (so short a 
distance had it to go) by holding the village of Sesamhow in his 
immediate right front, adjacent to the wood in which had been placed 
the main body of the 82nd. The village was, however, given up 
without a struggle, the strength of the position lost, and endless con-, 
fusion created.” * When Carthew reached the brick-kilns he found the 
tents of the encampment had been struck, the heavy baggage was lying 
in disorder on the ground, and the beasts to carry them away had been 
driven ofF.f At that time an order reached General Dupuis to retire 
on the entrenchment. 

Windham after telling General Dupuis to hold the brick-kilns had 
galloped back to see how matters Avere going at the, entrenchment and 
on the right flank. He had not proceeded far Avhen he met a staff 
officer who told him that the mutineers were in possession of the lower 
part of the city and Avere attacking the entrenchment. They had taken 
advantage of his having weakened his right. Fortunately at that 
critical moment there arrived by forced marches from Futtehpore a 
detachment of the 2nd Battalion of the Rifle Brigade. Windham, 
sending orders to General Dupuis to retire to the Fort, put himself', at 
their head and drove the enemy from the lower part of the town. He 
then riding to the main body ordered CartheAV to return to the right 
Avith two companies of the 88th and four 6-pounders and occupy the 

* Lord Clyde in a letter, dated 25th December 1857, wrote as follows to His Royal High- 
ness, the Commander-in-Chief:—" Lieutenant-Colonel • # « # • misconducted himself 

on the 26th and 27th November in a manner which has rarely been seen amongst the 
officers of Her Majesty’s service ; his conduct was pusillanimous and imbecile to-the last 
degree, and he actually gave orders for the retreat of his own regiment, and a portion of 
another, in the very face of the orders of his General, and when the troops were. not 
seriously pressed by the enemy. The consequence was, the men became excited, and a s^te 
of things arose which Major-General AVindham could not control, though he used his best 
efforts to meet the difficulty.” — ” Redan Windbam," by Major Hugh Pearse, page 232. 

f “I now come to a. criticism that I consider well worthy of an answer., It is this, ’ Why 
did Windham not send his baggage to the rear on the morning of the 27th ? It was an error - 
his not having done so ’ • ^ « My reply is very short and simple, namely, ‘I think it 

was an error.’ It must not, however, be supposed that 1 forgot to 'do this j on the contrary, 

1 had, at three o’clock that very morning passed an order directing all the baggage and camp 
equipage to be taken to the island in the Ganges just abreast the entrenchment. I deeply , 
regret having rescinded that order shortly' after its issue.” — " Redan Windham,” by. Major 
Hugh Pearse, page 230. 
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theatre, whicli lay about a quartor of a mile south of the entrenchniGnt 
and was filled with stoi’es and clothing for the troops. Carthew after a 
sharp short bayonet tussle -with the enemy gained the Bithoor road 
where he found their guns ; which at once unlimhered and opened fire. 
They were quickly silenced by Chamier’s 6-pounders. He then fell 
back unmolested on the theatre, and after barricading a bridge Avhich 
spanned a deep and narrow ravine in his front he bivouacked on a road 
near it for the night. 

Meanwhile the retreat of the main body had become a rout. Men, 
horses, camels, elephants and bullock wagons made^a rush for the 
gate of the entrenchment. " Doolie after doolie,” observes an officer 
who was present, " with its red curtains down, concealing some poor 
victim, passed on to the hospitals. The poor fellows were brought 
in, shot, cut, shattered, and wounded in everj'^ imaginable way; and as 
thej'- went by raw stumps might be seen hanging over the sides of the 
doolies, literally li]je torn butcher meat.^’ A large store of camp 
equipage, saddlery and harness had to be abandoned in the. retreat 
from the camp to the entrenchment. Five hundred of our tents fed 
the enemy’s bonfire that night. 

During the retirement one of the heavy naval 24-pounder.s 
had been overturned in a narrow street. The enemy pressed too 
close for the soldiers to remove it. At night Windham sent 100 men 
of the 64-th under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel John Adj’^e, 
R.A„ accompanied' by a few sailors to bring it back. It was a 
dangerous and difiicult task to perform in a city crowded with the 
enemy. How it was done is well told in the words of the officer of the 
Naval Brigade who was present. We marched off under the guidance 
of a native who said he would take us to the spot where the gun lay." 
We told him he should be well rewa,rded if he brought us to the gun ; 
but if he brought us into a trap, we had a soldier by him ‘ at full cock ’ 
ready to blow his brains out. We passed our outside pickets, and 
entered tbe town through very narrow streets without a single nigger 
being seen, or a shot fired on either side. We crept along ; not a soul 
spoke a word, all was still as death ; and after marching in this way 
into the very heart of the town, our guide brought us to the very spot 
into which the gun was capsized. The soldiers were posted on each 
side, and then we went to work. Not a man spoke above his breath, 
and each stone was laid down quietly. When we thought we had 
cleared enough, I ordered the men to put their shoulders to the wheel 
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find gun, and when all was read)^ and every man had his pound before 
him, I said “Heave!” and up she righted. We then limbered up, 
called the soldiers to follow, and we marched into the entrenchments 
with our gun without a shot being fired When we got in, the Colonel 
returned us his best thanlcs, and gave us all an extra ration of grog ; 
we then returned to our guns in the battery.” 

During the evening General Windham held a consultation with 
the senior officers with a view to a night attack on the enemy, but in 
absence of trustworthy information as to the position of their artillery 
the idea was abandoned. It was, however, decided that on the following 
day, Colonel Walpole and his Rifle Brigade with five companies of the 
Rifle Brigade under Lieutenant-Colonel C. Woodford, two companies of 
the 82nd Regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel Watson, and five guns, 
two 9-pounders manned by Madras gunners and two 24-pounder how- 
itzers manned by Sikhs under Lieutenant Greene, should defend the 
advanced portion of the town which la}’' to the left rear of the brick- 
kilns and was separated from them and the remainder of the city by the. 
canal. The 88th Regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell was to 
defend the portion of the town nearest tli'e Gauges on the left of the 
canal and support Colonel Walpole if required. Brigadier N. Wilson 
with the 64th Regimeut was to hold the entrenchment and establish 
a strong picquet at the Baptist chapel on the extreme right. ' Brigadier 
Carthew, with the 34th Regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly and 
four Madras guns, was to hold the Bithoor road in advance of 
the Baptist chapel, receiving support from the picquet there if wanted. 

On the morning of the 28th of November the enemy renewed simul- 
taneously their attack on both sides of the city. On the left Colonel 
Walpole, after a well-contested fight, drove back the mutineers and 
captured two 18-pounder guns. On the right the troops were not 
so fortunate and the action continued all day. Carthew had at day- 
light proceeded according to instructions with Her Majesty’s 34th 
Regiment, two companies of Her Majesty^s 82nd Regiment and four 
guns to take up a position at the Racket Court, some little distance 
beyond the bridge, which he had held the previous evening. When 
■within a few hundred yards of his destination he received instructions 
through the Assistant Quartermaster-General, Captain MacCrea, to 
fall back ou the bridge and defend the Bithoor road. He consequently 
retired, leaving a company of Her Majesty’s 34th Regiment to occupy 
the front line of broken-down Native infantry huts and another company 
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in their support in a brick building about 100 yards to their rear. 
He then detached a company of Her Majesty’s Sith under Captain 
Stewart to the right to occupy a vacant house, to man the garden 
walls and the upstair verandah-. With the remainder of the 34th and 
four guns he halted at the bridge, placed two guns on it and barricaded 
. it. He then sent two companies of the 34;th under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Simpson to defend the road from Allahabad and prevent the egress of 
the enemy from the town towards the entrenchment. “ This picquet 
I subsequently strengthened with two of my guns which could not be 
worked on the bridge.” 

Meanwhile the enemy commenced a warm cannonade against the 
front line and the bridge ; the 34th and 82nd in return plied their 
-muskets with considerable effect and Chamier’s small guns replied, -but 
the enemy’s 18-pounders overmatched them. For two hours the rebels 
sent their shot and shell sweeping through our position. It was about 
noon when Captain MacCrea arrived with orders from Windham for 
Brigadier Carthew to advance and attack the enemy's infantry and 
guns. • He was to convey the same instructions to Her Majesty’s 64th, 
and both parties were to advance at the same time. 

On receiving his orders Carthew pushed on with Chamier’s two guns 
and a company of the 34th from the bridge, taking as he went forward 
the company stationed on his right in the upstair house and the ' 
company Occupying the broken huts (wilh its support) on his left. 
'J’he road after crossing the bridge ran through a line of huts into a 
wider plain traversed by a watercourse. Carthew after clearing the 
front line of huts pushed his force across the plain with the intention 
of charging the guns posted at the other end, from which the enemy 
sent forth a shower of grape. When the men of the 34th had got 
almost within a hundred yards of the guns. Captain Stewart, who was 
gallantly leading, fell wounded through the thigh. Leeson, the adjutant,, 
took his place. But his task was an impossible one. The enemy swept 
the road with their guns, and his infantry from broken ground and huts 
sent a shower of musket balls. To gain cover from grape and mus- 
ketry the men lay down in the watercourse. Carthew himself kept 
his saddle and remained in the middle of the parade a conspicuous' 
mark to the enemy. But to charge the enemy’s guns without support 
could not be done. He swiftly brought up Chamier's two guns, and 
they unlimbering replied to the enemy’s fire, and splendidly served by 
the Madras gunners they quickly silenced it and compelled the enemy 
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to withdraAv their guns far to the rear. • But Carthew had no cavalry 
to follow them, and his skirmishers' support and right picquet having 
resumed their original positions, he returned with the guns to the bridge. 

Captain MacCrea taking vrith him forty men of A Company 
of Her Majesty^s 82nd to strengthen the 64th had gone to 
Brigadier Wilson and directed him to advance parallel with 
Cartheiv.* As. soon as the orders reached him Wilson gave 

the command, and the 64th moved forward up a ravine com- 
manded by high ground in front as well as on the right and left. 
From their coin of vantage the enemy poured upon them a murderous 
fire of musketry, and from the ridge in front four 9-pounders pla 3 ’^ed 
upon them. But the 64th pushed on slowly, driving back by their 
steady fire the front line of the enemy who disputed every inch of 
ground. The crest of the ridge was - reached. Then led with tlie 
unflinching zeal and boldness Avbich the British officer displays in 
battle, the men charged the guns. Major Stirling fell gloriously, in 
front of the battery, fighting hand to hand with the enemy of whom he 
killed several. Captain Murphy was shot through the heart, and seemed 
to bound from his saddle, falling heavily on his head. Captain MacCrea 
also fell dead. Captain Saunders, who after the death of Major Stir- 
ling became the senior officer present, f dashed forward- followed by 
Lieutenants Parsons and O’Crad}’. Parsons instantly received a severe 
•wound in his sword arm. O’Grady cheered the men on, ^waving his cap 
in the air, until he reached one of the guns and he laid his hand on it 
as a token of its capture. In a second he and Saunders were engaged 
in a hand-to-hand combat with a host of the enemy. The men taking 
uj) the cheer rushed forward to their support. The old Brigadier who 
had begged that morning to be allowed to lead the men of his old 
regiment pushed on his horse wounded in two places- to the front, 
shouting " Now, boys, you have them.-” They were his last words. 
A bullet passed through his body penetrating his left lung. Some of ' 
the soldiers carried him to the rear, but though mortally wouUded he 


• Windham’s despatch erroneously states “ Brigadier Wilson thought proper, prompted 
by his zeal for the service, to lead his regiment against four guns placed in front of Brigadier 
Carthew.” The guns upon which Brigadier Wilson advanced were nearly half a mile from the 
guns in front of Brigadier Carthew’s troops. He attacked them on the orders of Windham 
conveyed by Captain MacCrea.— “ Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 367. 

t After the death of Major Stirling, Captain Saunders became the senior officer 
present, and his conspicuous gallantry to-day deserves not only honourable mention, hut such 

rowmd as a soldier covets.-« From London to Lucknow,” by a Chaplain in Her Majesty’s 

Indian SetTico, Voluoie Ily p«g4! 278. 
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continued to urge his men to maintain the honour of, the corps. But 
they could not hold their ground. The enemy’s cavalry, together with 
an overwhelming force of infantry, came down upon them and they 
were compelled to retire to the entrenchment. 

Meanwhile the enemy were pressing Carthew hard. They had 
occupied in large numbers the houses, garden-walls and the church on 
his left. A company of the 64th was sent through the gardens to 
dislodge the enemy and drive them from the church. They succeeded, 
but they were too few to hold the position won by the bayonet. 
Carthew then concentrated all his force on both flanks of the bridge, 
and Avith his two guns kept up a heavy fire. About six o’clock a largo 
body of the enemy made a rush at the bridge. “ Then came a fight between 
1,500 tired Englishmen and 5,000 or more of fresh sepoys, for these 
' Avere the reserve. There are some 20,000 of them here. Please good- 
ness, I hope neA'er to see such a hailstorm of bullets again. I saAV 
men fall on every side of me ; splinters hit me, pieces of earth from 
bullets, and there Ave Avere obliged to stay. Our orders Avere to keep the 
bridge as long 'as possible: the keeping consisted in standing still 
Avhile a hurricane of bullets passed through us,” ' The rebels noAV 
brought up a gun into the churchyard Avhich enfiladed the bridge 
at a distance not exceeding 150 yards, Avhile our guns could not 
bear on their position. OartheAv Avas therefore compelled to fall back 
about 100 yards so as to command the bridge and the road leading to 
the toAvn. The enemy continued to increase and work round his rear 
by the left flank. Officers and men Avere falling fast. CartheAV applied 
for a reinforcement, “but by the time they arrived night had set in, 
and I now considered it prudent to retire Avith the remainder of my 
force into the entrenchment which Avas done with perfect regularitj^ 
the reinforcement of the rifles protecting the rear.” 

“ Although for some time earnestly advised to retire, I refrained 
from doing so until felt convinced that from the increasing numbers 
of the enemj, the fatigue of the men after three days’ hard fighting, 
and my own troops firing in the dark into each other, the position 
Avas no longer tenable, and that consequently it became my painful 
duty to retire.'’’’ *' CartheAv’s retreat Avas hiost unhappy. It gave the 

* From Brigadier M. Carthew, Commaiuliiig Madras Troops in Bengal, to the Dejnily 
Assistant Adjutant* General, Cawnpore Division, dated Cawnpore, 18th December 1857.-^ 
“Indian Mutiny,” Vo-ume III,, page 360. 

“ I haA’c not the slightest hesitation,” wrote, on the 11th December 1857, Lientcnant- 
Coloucl Simpson of the 3-lth to Brigadier Carthew, “ in giving my opinion about tlic brigade 
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detrimental to Brigadier Carbhew, and given pain to tliat meritorious 
officer. 

“ The Commander-in-Chief directs me to request that ji-ou -will 
solicit the permission of His Lordship in Council that his memorandum , 
of the 9bh instant may be considered null and void, and if it should 
have been sent forward to the Government at Madras he begs that 
this further correspondence may be despatched to the (same) destina- 
tion in justice to Brigadier Carthew.” * 

The disasters which overtook Windham added greatly; to the 
difficulties of the Commander-in-Chief and severely tried his patience 
and temper. In his first despatch to the Government of India, dated 
the 2nd of December, Sir Colin curtly remarks “ Major-General 
Windham’s despatch relating to the operations conducted under his com- 
mand is" enclosed,” and he makes no comment on it except that he had 
nob received Windham’s letters announcing the approach ^of the Gwalior 
force. Three weeks later, however, be forwarded another despatch 
e.xpressing a regret at an “ omission ’’ in his former despatch, and 
adding “ I desire to make my acknowledgment of the great difficulties 
in which Major-General Windham, C.B., was -placed during the opera- 
tions he describes in his despatch, and to recommend him and the 
officers whom he notices as having rendered him assistance to Your 
Lordship^s protection and good offices.’'’ Lord Canning shortly after- 
wards issued a General Order, containing an echo of.-Sir Colin’s despatch. 
General Windham having continued for a time with the Coramander- 
in-Chief, assumed command of the Umballa District and was removed 
from the operations of the war. 

Sir Colin Campbell’s first care was to proceed with the utmost 
caution to secure the bridge. At dawn on the 29th of Novernber all 
the heavy guns attached to General’s Grant’s Division under Captain 

From Major H. 'W. Norman, Deputy Adjutant General of tlie Army, to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, Military Department, dated Head-Quarters, Camp Cawnpore, 
22nd December 1857. 

After the above account was written the original draft of Brigadier Carthew’s 
“ detailed report of the operations of the forces placed under my command on the 2Gth, 
27th and 28th ultimo ” has come into my private possession from a private source. .As 
the report is not to be found in the military records I am precluded from treating it as an 
official document which ought to be printed in this volume. It gives a most interesting account 
of the operatioa', and General Chamier who commanded the Madras guns vouches for its 
accuracy. Brigadier Carthew writes — Officers and men were falling fast and the darkness 
rendered it difficult to distinguish friend from foe. I had received instructions to fall' back 
should my position become untenable and was now unwillingly obliged to avail myself of the 
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Peel, R.N., and Captain Travers, R.A., were placed in position on the 
left bank of the Ganges in order to keep down the fire of. the 
enemy from the opposite side directed at the bridge. This was done 
very efiectually, while Brigadier Hope’s Brigade with some field 
artillery and cavalry were ordered to cross the bridge and take position 
near the old Dragoon lines. No sooner had the leading file stepped 
upon the first boat than the enemy redoubled their exertions to 
prevent the passage. The round shot plunged into the river on 
every side, but the bridge remained unstruck. The moment the 
column reached the other side the enemy opened on it with musketry 
at very close range. Through a wave of shot, shell and bullets it 
pushed on towards the entrenchment, passed round its front, crossed the 
canal, and turning to the right emei’ged on an open plain where it 
took up a position facing the city, its right resting on a point near the 
entrenchment, its left stretching away towards the Grand Trunk Road. 
The Commander-in-Chief then transferred his head-quarters across 
the river, leaving Brigadier Inglis to protect the convoy till all had 
passed. At 5-30 p.m. the officers in the entrenchment, as they looked 
over the earthworks, saw a strange and wondrous sight. ‘‘ A procession 
of human beings, cattle and vehicles, six miles long, is coming up to the 
bridge-of-boats below the entrenched fort. It is about sunset. The 
^variety of colour in the sky and on the plain, the bright costumes and 
black faces of the native servants, the long train of cavalry, infantry, 
women, children, sick, wounded, bearers, camp followers, horses, oxen, 
camels, elephants, wagons, carts, palanquins, d^ljSsTadvancing along 
the road ; and here, within the entrencl^,ent, the crowd of camels 
and horses, the rows of cannon, h^ips of shot, piles of furniture, &c., 
in the foreground, all seen. -Vefween two pillars of this veranda.^- 
which is raised eight, aT^ten feet from the ' ground, produ^g^-''^[''^j,y 
picturesque effeiJk". But the groans of the charpoj^s * 

and o^hrbloor behind and around the fascination of 






authority to retire.” It is mo^e probable that this report -was forurarded to General 
Windham, and liaving alteration. Brigadier Carthew submitted his 

report of the l^t »= tj,e express statement that he had " received 

^ to fall back.^’ This would account for Sir Colin Campbell having so promptly 
yJccepted the explanation given by Brigadier Carthew in his letter, dated 15th December, which 
by itself is hardly satisfactory, and also for the Commander-m-Chief’s prompt and hand- 
some apology. General Windham’s letter, dated the ' lOth December 1857, is eminently 
unsatisfactory. 

- * A native bed. ' 


43 



338 


INTRODUCTION 


ber 

1st Decern- 


the Bcene." * During the night and . till six o’clock the ensuing evening 
the passage continued. About midnight the women and children 
reached the Dragoon barracks and were located in a small space 
between two buildings not far from the mouldering remains and riddled 
walls of the position which Wheeler had held so long. “ My feelings 
on entering Cawnpore,” writes a woman, “ were indeed most painful. 
The moon was bright, and revealed to us the sad spectacle of ruined 
houses, trees cut down, or branches stripped off, everything reminding us 
of the horrors that had been enacted in the place, and making us feel 
thoroughly miserable.” The next day, owing to the fire of the enemy, 
the women and children were moved to the infantry barracks “ where 
there was plenty spare ground and “ the little ones were romping and 
laughing in the shade as merrily as if they were in Merry England.” 

By the occupation of the plain beyond the canal Sir Colin re- 
opened our communication with Allahabad. The enemy, however, still 
held the city and line of canal, and they could not be attacked until the 
large convoy from Lucknow had been sent under a suitable escort to 
Allahabad. “ It was,” as Sir Colin writes, "precisely one of those cases 
in which no risk must be run.'” His enforced inactivity tended to g.ive 
the enemy confidence, and on the morning of the 1st of December he 
ojoened fire on the camp with shrapnel by which Captain Cornwall, 
l^ergeant Mclntj're and five privates of the 93rd Highlanders were 
all^9§^y wounded. On this day Brevet-Lieutenant-Colouel Ewart 
had 

' day the rebels agaih'-fig^Doofided the camp very smartly, but they had to 
' Avithdraw their guns General Gunj, an old bazar of 

very considerable extent along*the^^^ 
cau^xWS occupied by Brigadier Greathed’sfe^S;^^^'^ supported by 

the heavy 'giTiYJ g«RS and Bourchier’s field enemy, 


* From Major H.W. Normal 
to the Government of India, Military Departmeu^^® Commander-in-OhieFs ^fet.nore, 
22nd_Deeember 1857. -os a common bell one and' 

After the above account was written the original draft" shell COnstantl 
“ detailed report of the operations of the forces placed under ihy coma,.. 

27th anil 28th ultimo ” has come into my private possession from a private soui^ 
the report is not to be found in the military records I am precluded from treating it as 
official document which ought to be printed in this volume. It gives a most iiiferesting 
of the operation', and General Chamier who commanded the Madras guns vouches 
accuracy. Brigadier Carthew writes — " Officers and men were falling fast and the 
rendered it difficult to distinguish friend from foe. I liad received instructions to f. 
should my position become untenable and 
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■wounded, was despatched escorted by a strong detachment. He was 
now free to attack the enemy, but he held his handj for he was afraid 
that the Gwalior Contingent when beaten might follow the con'^oy. 
.On the 4th the rebels made an unsuccessful attempt to burn the 
bridge by means of fire rafts, and on the following day they attacked 
our left picquet with 'artillery and shoved infantry I’ound our left flank. 
But after two hours’ cannonading they were compelled to retire by our 
artillery. Sir Colin now knew that the women and children were 
approaching the place where they were to take the rail to Allahabad, and 
he made his arrangements for a general attack on the enemy next • day. 

The position which they held was one of great strength. Their 
left occupied the whole cantonment from which General Wyndham’s 
posts had been principally assailed. The ground is high, studded with 
trees and much intersected with ravines ; it was also then covered with 
ruined bungalows and public buildings which afforded, admirable 
shelter. Their centre was in the city itself, and they lined the houses 
and bazats overhanging the canal which separated it from Brigadier 
Greathed’s position. The narrow winding streets were singularly 
susceptible of defence and the principal. thoroughfares were afterwards 
discovered to be barricaded. Their right stretched away behind the 
canal some distance beyond where the Grand Trunk Koad crosses it. 
The bridge over it and some line kilns and mounds of brick in its front 
were held by them. Two miles in rear of the right, where the Calpee 
road crosses the plain, was pitched the camp of the Gwalior Contingent. 
The position of the enemy was strong on the left on account of the 
nature of the ground and the ruined buildings : they were almost 
impregnable in the centre : not so on the right because it was an open..^ 
plain with only the canal — no serious impediment in tervenin 
was his vulnerable point. Thither therefore Sir Colip-^ 
throw himself with all his weight. No assjy-' 

account of the town walls which. - ’^ 

movement of .any troops i,.., lui. ,.po,t l«™4.a lo G.„e,a 

. also afforded alteration. Brigadier Carthew submitted his 

the enemy^ December in which he omits the e.xpres3 statement that he had « received 
Qy^n]ns to fall back- This would account for Sir Colin Campbell having so promptly 
icepted the explanation given by.Brigadier Carthew in his letter, dated 15th December, wh.eh 
^ by itself is hardly satisfactory, and also for the Commander.m-Chief s prompt and hand- 
aome apology. General Windham’s letter, dated the ’ 10th December 1857, .s eminently 

unsatisfactory. 

* A native bed. 
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December at 5 o’clock in the morning the camp was awakened .by the 
bagpipes playing “Hey, Johnny Cope, are you wauken, yet?^’ and 
the trumpets sounding reveilU. At seven the tents were struck, the 
baggage animals loaded and driven under a guard to the deep, I’avines 
leading down to the river. Sir Colin then explained his views to 
commanding officers, as usual from a memorandum carefully prepared, 
with a clearness none could mistake. Brigadier Greathed's Brigade, 
consisting of Her Majesty’s 8th Foot and the 2nd Punjab Infantry 
reinforced, was detailed to hold the same ground opposite the enemy’s 
centre which he had been occupying since the 2nd. Walpole’s Brigade, 
consisting of the 2nd and 3x’d Battalions, Rifle Brigade, and a.detach- 
ment of Her Majesty’s 38th Foot, assisted by Captain Smith's field 
battery. Royal Artillery, was directed to pass the bridge immediately to 
the left of Brigadier Greathed’s position, advance skirting the walls 
of the town and prevent any of the enemy issuing from its gates in 
aid of the right — whilst from their left Hope’s Brigade, consisting 
of the 53rd Foot, 42nd and 93rd Highlanders and 4th Punjab 
Infantry, and Inglis’s Brigade, consisting of the 23rd Fusiliers, 32nd 
and 82nd Foot, were to attack the brick mounds fronting the enemy’s- 
bridge and, carrying them and the bridge, were to push on to the Kalpi 
road. In order to induce the belief that the attack was to be made 
from his position, Windham Avas ordered to open a heavy bombardment 
on the enemy’s left and centre. 

At 9 A.M. Windham opened his batteries and Avas promptly an-.- 
swered by the enemy. For two hours the artillery duel continued and 
a constant shower of missiles was poured into the tOAvn, slaying many 
in its crowded, narrow streets. At 11 A.M. the whole force, except 
Greathed's Brigade, Avas drawn up in contiguous columns' in rear of our 
old cavalry lines and efiectually masked from the observation of the 
enemy. The tremendous cannonade from the entrenchment having 
slackened, the order for the attack was given. Greathed advancing in 
the line of the canal attacked the enemy on his front Avith a sharp fii’e . 
of musketry. Walpole Avith his riflemen and the 38th Regiment rushed - 
by the bridge immediately on Greathed’s left, and took the direction 
of the city Avail. At the same time Peel's 24-pounders, Longden's 
mortars and Bourchier’s and Middleton's field batteries opened a heavy 
fire upon the brick-kilns and great mounds. Under cover of their fire, . 
Hope’s and Inglis’s Brigades, taking ground to the left, Avheeled into 
three parallel lines fronting the canal. The caA’alfy and horse artillery 
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were sent to make a detour on the left across the canal hy a bridge a 
niile-and-a-half up and threaten the enemy’s rear. 

As soon as the formation in line had been completed Hope, followed 
by Inglis and preceded by the Sikhs and 53rd in skirmishing order, 
advanced against the high brick mounds covering the bridge. “ The spec- 
tacle now was an animated one ; grouped in masses behind the mounds 
the rebels fired sharply, while their guns, worked with great precision 
and energy, sent a storm of shot and shell over the plain, over which, 
like a drifting storm, came the stout skirmishers of the Sikhs and 
53rd, covering their front with the flashes of a bickering musketry 
behind whom rolled in a long and serried line the 93rd and 42nd,- 
sombre with their gloomy plumes and dark tartan, followed some 
hundred yards in rear by the thin ranks of Inglis^s Brigade.^’ And 
once more as at Alma, Colin Campbell rode in front of the stately 
‘ Black Watch ^ and the hot 93rd. When the skirmishers approached 
the brick-kilns, the enemy opened on them a steady and destructive 
fire, but Sikhs and Irishmen * rushed on at the double and drove the 
rebels from the mounds on to the bridge. The assailants paused 
behind the shelter. An aide-de-camp rode up, briefly repeated a few 
words, and the Sikhs and 53rd quitting the cover made a spring for 
the bridge. But the enemy were ranked again in many lines and 
they swept it with musketry and grape. The skirmishers were bafi&ed ; 
they could advance no further. The moments were running out and 
unless help came quickly they must fall back. Then a rumbling sound 
was heard. Peel and his sailors, dragging their heavy 24-pounder as if 
it were a light field piece, came up ; passing through the skirmishers 
and through the murderous fire they ran it across the bridge. Peel 
accompanied by a soldier of Her Majesty’s 53rd, named Hannaford, 
leading the way, and quickly brought it into action. The two brigades 
stirred by the sight of this gallant feat of arms, pressed forward and 
crossed the canal by the bridge or fording it.- Swiftly resuming on the 
other- side their line of formation they advanced. “ On this occasion 
there was the sight beheld of 24-pounder guns advancing with 
the first line of skirmishers.” f The enemy were driven back ait 

• ♦“The 53rd (Queen’s) Regiment, principally composed of Irishmen, were a fine looking 
set of fellows, and equally good hands at fighting.” — " Life of General Sir Hope Grant,” 
by Colonel Henry Knollys, 11. A , Volume I, page 316. 

1 1 must here draw attention to the manner in which the heavy 24-pounder guns were 
impelled and managed by Captain Peel and bis gallant sailors. Through the extraordinary 
energy and goodwill with which the latter have worked, their guns have been constantly in 
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all points. Lieutenant Bunny, Adjutant of the Horse Artillery, 
seeing them fleeing rode back to Bourchier and said : — “ Come 
along, they are bolting like the devil.’^ Away the battery went along 
the Trunk Road at a gallop. " The infantry made way for us, and a 
mile-and-a-half ahead we came upon the enemy’s camp, and at 400 yards , 
poured round shot into the flying masses before us/’ ‘ Go to grape 
distance’ was Major Turner’s order ; we limbered up, and from a distance 
of not more than 200 yards poured a shower of grape into their 
position. The men were yelling with delight ; they actually stood 
upon the gun carriages as we advanced ; the drivers cheered, and such 
a scene of excitement was never known. Then the Sikhs and the 
53rd passed the guns and drove the rebels from the camp. “ So 
complete was the surprise, so unexpected was the onslaught, that the 
chupatties were found heating upon the fires, the bullocks stood tied 
beside the hackeries, the sick and wounded were found lying in the 
hospital, the smith left his forge, and the surgeon his ward, to fly 
from the avenging bayonets.'” 

On passing the enemy^s camp Sir Colin directed General Mansfield 
with the Rifles, 93rd and Longden’s Heavy and Middleton’s Field 
Battery to move round the back of the town and attack the enemy on 
the left at the Subadar’s Tank, a position on his line of retreat. He 
ordered the 23rd and 38th Regiments to guard the captured camp 
and sent Inglis’s Brigade along the Kalpi road to support the cavalry 
and horse artillery who had not appeared. It was now nearly 2 o’clock, 
and fearing that- the enemy might escape with their guns, ' Sir 
Colin ordered Bourchier’s Battery to press the pursuit. Oh it went. 

Hur]:ah, hurrah ! we are on their track : gun after gun is passed and 
spiked, cartloads of ammunition lay strewed along the road ; Bandies 
are bolting in all directions. For two miles without a check, the 
pursuit was carried on by the battery alone, accompanied by Sir Hope 
Grant and his staff. Four ' times in that distance did we come into 
action, to clear our fronts and flanks ; until General Grant, thinking 
wisely that we were too farTrom supports, determined to wait until the 
cavalry arrived.” A halt was called. A small cloud coming nearer 

advance throughout our late operations, from the relief of Lucknow till now, as if they were 
light field pieces, and the service rendered by them in clearing our front has been incalculable. 
On this occasion there was the sight beheld of 24-pounder guns advancing with the first line 
of skirmishers, 

. * “ Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, ’ 
c.n,, page 176. 
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and nearer was soon on the left and the head of- the cavalry column 
debouched from a grove. They had been delayed by a mistake of their 
guide and the- difficult nature of the ground. Sir Colin now rode up 
and gave the order to continue the pursuit. The cavalry spread like 
lightning over the plain in skirmishing order. Sir Colin takes the 
lead. The pursuit is continued to the 14th milestone, assuming all 
the character of a fox-hunt. Strange to say, not many miles beyond’ 
the enemy’s camp, a fox broke right in front of the column ; and a vieio 
halloa told Reynard that the heavy crops would be his safest refuge.’’’ * 

At the 14th milestone, on the banks of the Pando'o River, the pursuit 
ceased. The column then retraced its steps and at midnight reached 
the junction of the Kalpi and Grand Trunk Roads and bivouacked 
on the ground where the battle had been fought.f '‘The night 
was cold,’’’ writes Sir Hope Grant, “we had no tents and little to eat. 
Sir Colin was the most thorough soldier of us all. When his force was 
required to sleep in the open air, a very common occurrence, he made a - 
point of stopping with the men. His courage and judgment were un- 
surpassed. Cool and good humoured in action, always in his place when 
most wanted, he could not fail to win the confidence of those under him.” 

Meanwhile General Mansfield had moved with the force under-his 
command towards the Subadar’s Tank. The heavy field battery under ' 
Captain Longden, R.A,, were sent along the road intersecting the 
Gj’and Trunk Road and leading directly to the old cantonment. The rifles 
were extended in skirmishing order, some 300 yards on each side of the 
road slightly in advance of the heavy guns, the Highlanders being, 
kept in i-eserve, " The enemy began to give way immediately, succes- 
sive positions being taken up and a rapid fire maintained by Captain 


* “ Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys,” by Colonel George Bourchier, 
C.B., page 176. 

“ Hope Grant now desired me to hurry back to Cawnpore before it got too .dark, and 
select the ground for the night’s bivouac. As there was some risk in going alone, Augustus 
Anson volunteered to accompany me. We had got about half-way, when we came across the 
dead body of Lieutenant Salmond, who had been acting Aide-de-Camp to my General, and 
must have got separated from us in tlie pursuit. His throat was cut, and he had a severe 
wound on the face. Soon after we met Inglis’s Brigade, which, in accordance with my 
instructions, I turned back. On reaching the Gwalior Contingent camp, we heard that an 
attempt had been made to recapture it, which had been repulsed by the troops left in charge. 

It was dusk by the time we reached the junction of the Kalpi and Grand Trunk Roads, 
an^we agreed that this would be a good place for a bivouac, the city being about a mile in 
' .’^front, and Mansfield’s column less than two miles to the left. I marked out the ground, and 
''■ ’'-^ch corps as it came up the position it was to occupy.’’ "Forty-one years in India,” 

shOWeU cu.; 1 . IT 1 ' T 0-0 

, • ^-Roberts, v.c., k.p., volume I, page 3/3, 
by Field Marshal Loru-x.' --- 
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Longden and Captain Middleton of the Royal Artillery, the rifles passing 
through the enclosure to the right of the broken ground to the left of - 
the road with much spirit under the able direction of Brigadier 
Walpole * On reaching a village close to the Subadar’s Tank Middle- 
ton’s Battery gallantlj’- galloped through it before it was cleared by the 
infantry, and taking position on the plain opened fire upon the ' 
enemy’s guns and masses of infantry in full retreat along the Bithoor 
road. I’he rifles 'ran up to his support and the position was then fairly 
occupied, Brigadier Hope coming up with the reserve .of Highlanders 
and taking charge of the picquets which were thrown out oh the line 
of the enemy’s retreat. The enemy finding his retreat compromised 
bz’ought up artillery from the old cantonment and opened fire on the 
position. “ These guns might have been taken,” writes General 
Mansfield, “ but I refrained from giving the necessary order, being aware , 
that it was contrary to your Excellency’s Avish to involyfe the troops 
among the enclosures and houses of the old cantonment ; and that 
if the slightest advance had been made in that, quarter, it would have 
been necessary, at Avhatever loss, to make no stop till the entrenchment 
should have been reached.” When Longden’s and Middleton’s Bat-, ■' 
teries had almost succeeded in silencing the enemy’s fire our position 
Avas attacked by some guns of the enemy from the broken ground of the 
plain on exactly the opposite side. They were quickly ansAvered. At 
dusk large bodies of the enemy’s infantry and cavalry Avere seen moving 
round to the Avest of the position about a mile distant .Jn full retreat 
along the Bithoor road. As it Avas not practicable to communicate 
Avith Sir Colin after sunset, the position being almost isolated, and 
considerable numbers of the enemy being still in portions of the town 
and the old cantonment. General Mansfield strengthened picquets round 
his position and bivouacked on the ground. 

General Mansfield’s conduct in not pushing through a mile of 
ruined buildings at dusk and alloAving the enemy to get off with their 
giins has been sharply criticised. He, however, explicitly states in his 
despatch that "he refrained from giving the necessary order, being 
aware that it was contrary to your Excellency’s wish to involve the 
troops among the enclosures and houses of the old cantonment,” That '' 
General Mansfield’s action met Avith the approval of the Commander- - 
in-Ohief is indicated by Sir Colin having called " attention to the 

* From Major-General W. R. Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, to General Sir C. CampbrJ^-'' ' 
G.c.n,, Commander-in- Chief, doted Head-Quarters, Cawnporo, the ICth Deoeml''-'-' 

otorge Bourchier, ' 
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able and distinguished manner in which he conducted the troops 
placed under his orders/’ * Sir Colin having routed the enemy’s right 
wing sent General Mansfield to menace their other line of retreat with 
the design that it would compel them without serious loss on our side 
to evacuate the strong city and environs of Cawnpore. And this 
exactly occurred. The rebel centre finding itself without support, its 
camp lost and its army destroyed, broke up during the night and fled 
from the town, Earl}' on the morning of the 7th of December the city 
of Cawnpore was patrolled by two squadrons of cavalry and found to^ 
be quite clear of the enemy. 

The right -wing of the enemy had been so hotly pressed that they 
had dispersed in all directions and Sir Colin took prompt steps to 
pursue the centre and left who had retreated by the Bithoor road. On ' 
the 8th of December he sent a column under General Hope Grant to 
Bithoor after them. The force consisted of Captain Middleton^s Field 
Battery, Captain Remington^s Troop Horse Artillery, the 4th Brigade 
of Infantry, 2,054 strong and 551 cavalry :t 100 sappers also accom- 
panied the force.! Hope Grant was to march to Bithoor, but if he thought 
it advisable or heard of the rebel guns being at Serai Ghat, a ferry 
about twenty-five miles above Cawnpore on the Ganges, he was to pro- 
ceed there. Hope Grant started with the force about one o’clock 
in the afternoon, and owing to information received on the road 
e xercised his discretion, changed the d irection of his march and 

« “History of the Indian Mutiny.”— Knyo & Malleson, Volume IV, pages 192-94. 

1 From General Sir Colin Campbell, k.c.b., Commander-in- Chief of the Army, to the 
Right Hon’ble Viscount Canning} Governor-General of India in Council, dated Head -Quarters, 
Camp Cawnpore, the 10th December 1857.— “Indian Mutiny,” Volume II, page 391. 
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proceeded to Sheorajpore, a village on the -road within three miles of 
Serai Ghat, when he halted the force till daylight * Having collected 
the baggage and placed it under a guard he pushed forward towards 
the river. As he neared the ferry he saw a large force of the enemy 
on the point of embarking their guns. Immediately he ordered up the 
cavalry and guns. Great was the difficult}'^ in moving them along the 
country track under the bank of the river which ran at times through a 
sort of quicksand. Two guns of the Field Battery pushed through the ' 
treacherous soil, reached the dry bank of the river, “ and under a very 
severe fire from thirteen of the rebels’ guns, Lieutenant Milman brought 
his guns into play. Soon after Captain Remington’s troop galloped 
up, and taking up a most admirable position covered by the bank of a 
ditch, poured on the enemy a flanking fire which, together with the 
remainder of the field battery that had come up, in half-an-hour’s time 
completely silenced the enemy’s fire and put them in full retreat.” f ' 

A force of the rebel’s cavalry now came up to try and take our 
guns, but the 9th Lancers, under Major Ouvry, the 6th Punjab Cavalry 
under Lieutenant Younghusband, and Hudson’s Horse under Lieutenant 
Gough, the whole commanded by Brigadier Little, advanced upon them 

* Early on the afternoon of the 8th we marcbod out of Cawnpore, and at sunset Unjur 
Tiwari, true to bis promise, made his appearance at the point where the road turns off to 
Bitboor. Ho told me that the Nana bad slept nt that place the night before, but hearing of our 
approach, had decamped with ail his guns and most of his followers and was now at a ferry 
some miles up the river, trying to get across and make his way to Oudh. Wo had come 
thirteen miles and had as many more to go before wo could get to the ferry, amj as there was 
npthing to be gained by arriving there in the dark, a halt was ordered for rest and refreshment. 
At midnight we started again and reached Sheorajpore'(three miles from the ferry) at day- 
break. "Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., k.g., Volume I, 
pages 375-76. 

ffrom Brigadier-General Hope-Grant, Commanding the Force, to Major-General Mans- 
field, Chief of the Staff, dated Camp Serai Ghat, Uth December 1857. — " Indian Mutiny,” 
Volume II, page 397. In " Incidents in the Sepoy War,” compiled from the private journals 
of General Sir Hope Grant, it is stated ; — ” As soon as we came within one thousand yards of 
the enemy a tremendous fire opened upon us, but Lieutenant Warren, a fine young fellow, 
who commanded the leading guns, never stopped until within five hunirod or si.t hundred yards 
of the rebels when he opened fire on them. In a few minutes Captain'Middleton joined liim 
with the remainder of the battery. — “ Incidents in the Sepoy War.” 

In the ‘‘Life of General Sir Hope Gant” edited byColonel Henry Knollys, R.A., we find 
the following in Sir Hope Grant’s Journal:— "As soon as we came within 1,000 yards of tlio 
enemy a tremendous fire was opened upon us, but Lieutenant Pickering, a fine young fellow, 
who commanded the leading guns, never stopped until within SOO or 600 yards of the rebels 
when he opened fire on them.—" Life of General Sir Hope Grant,” by Colonel Henry Knollys • 
VolumeT, page 313. 
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and soon drove them away. The .whole of the guns, amounting to 
fifteen pieces, were captured. The success was complete and “ though 
the fire of grape from the enemy Avas most severe and Avell-placed, 
falling amongst the artillery like hail/^ the only casualty on our side 
Avas the General himself, Avho was hit in the foot by a spent grape 
shot without being much hurt.* 

With Hope Grant’s successful little expedition the two days’ 
operations ceased. And never did Colin Campbell display to greater 
perfection his attention to the details, his broad grasp of the Avhole 
and his mastery of the science of Avar. Inspired by a fine strategical 
conception he fixed the enemy’s attention upon their centre, Avbile he 
isolated their left and centre, and Avith a swift driving stroke broke 
their right. Owing to this grand design vigorously executed, he was 
able Avith a force of five thousand men to totally defeat an army of 
tAventy-five thousand men, numbering in its ranks the mo.st perfectly 
equipped and organised force in India, occupying a strong position with 
forty pieces of artillery. Thirty-four of these guns fell into the hands 
of' the Auctors Avhose casualties amounted only to ninety-nine of all 
ranks. 

The relief and withdrawal of the gallant garrison at Lucknow 
having been accomplished and the enemy on his front routed, Sir 
Colin AA^as free to pursue the plan of campaign determined on in 
Calcutta. 'The cardinal feature of that well-conceived scheme Avas the 
restoration of the coraraunications Avith Delhi and the Punjab. This 
could only be done by the re-conquest and pacification of the country 
lying between the Jumna and the Ganges, knoAvn as the Duab. 
Greathed^’s column had passed through the province, but a military 
grasp of the country — not a mere invasion — Avas required to keep the 
ground line of communication thoroughly safe and to make it help to 
sustain by tran-sport and supplies his future operations. Delhi at the 
north-Avestern extremity of the great plain, Allahabad at its southern 
extremity, Agra in the Jumna between the two, Avere held by our troops, 
but to completely command the Duab it was necessary also to have in 
our possession Futtehghur on the Ganges nearly opposite to Agra. 
Situated . near the point Avhere the Oudh and Eohilcund territory 
met and possessing a floating bridge over the river, it Avas of great 

• Hope Grant’s successful management of this little e-xpedition considerably enhanced 
the high opinion the Commander-in-Chief had already formed of his ability.—'" Forty-one Year* 
in rndia,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., k.g.. Volume I, page 377- 
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strategic importance. An army recruited from these territories could 
from thence operate by either bank of the Ganges and interrupt our 
cross line of communication both with Agra and Delhi -with Bombay 
and the Punjab. Sir Colin therefore determined a great concentric 
movement on Futtehghur. A strong column, he knew, was about to 
leave Delhi, and march down the Upper Duab to him. He determined 
to send a force to sweep the Lower Duab and meet it at Mynpooree, near 
the junction of the Agra and Delhi roads with that of. Cawnpore.' The 
united columns were to move straight on to Futtehghur, while he 
himself advanced from Cawnpore to the same point. He thus designed 
to sweep the rebel masses from all sides of the Duab upon Futtehghur 
and to drive them from thence across the Ganges into Rohilcund and 
Oudh, where he hoped to crash them at a later period. 

Three days after Sir Colin’s arrival at Cawnpore, Colonel Seaton 
left Delhi with a column formed of a squadron of Carabineers, Hodson’s 
Irregular Horse, a wing of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, the 7th Punjab 
Infantry, a troop of horse artillery and two companies of sappers and 
minets, numbering in all some 1,900 sabres and bayonets. He had to 
guard an immense convoy of grain and stores required for the head- 
quarters. Hearing that a considerable bodj’-pf rebels were in the Aligarh 
district he proceeded to that town by forced marches, and leaving his 
convoy under the cover of the guns of the fort, be advanced in a south- 
easterly direction, and on the 14tb of December came upon the enemy 
near Chandejree, not far from the towm of Kasganj. A smart fight ensued. 
The enemy’s cavalry with three guns and some infantry advanced on 
both flanks. “ Our guns soon stopped their progress,” writes , Hodson, 
” and then the Carabineers and Lancers charged straight down on them 
in the most magnificent style, capturing all thi-ee of their guns at a dash ! 
I grieve to say, however, that they paid most dearly for their splendid 
courage.” All their officers went down. Captain Wardlow, Mr. Hodson, 
and Mr. Vyse, all killed, and Stead of the Lancers badly wounded. The 
infantry were not engaged at all.* Hodson charged their flying cavalry 
and footmen on the left and completed the rout. Seaton followed up 
the enemy along the road to Futtehghur, and on the l7th of December 

*“ The General will see by the list of casualties that Captain Hodson’s newly-raised body 
of horse was not backward and rendered excellent service. It could not do less under its distin- 
guished commander, whom I beg particularly to mention to the Major-General as having on 
every possible occasion rendered me the most efiScient serrice, whether in gaining information, 
reconnoitring the country, or leading his regiment.— -From Colonel T. Seaton, c.b., to Major- 
General Penny, Commanding at Delhi. 
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found them in front of the town of Patiale in great force and partly 
entrenched. After, a warm artillery duel lasting about half an hour, 
Seaton ordered the infantry to advance, and, placing himself at the head 
of the cavalry, charged the enemy. They did nob wait to receive the 
shock, hut broke and fled. “ I then dashed into their camp with my 
regiment,” writes Hodson, “ Bishop’s troop of horse artillery actually 
charging with us like cavalry fairly into their camp. We drove them 
through camp and town, and through gardens, fields and lanes, captur- 
ing every gun and all their ammunition and baggage. We pushed on 
for six or seven miles, and read them a terrible lesson.-’^ Seaton now 
I’etraced his steps to Aligai’h, and taking the convoy with him proceeded 
to Mynpooree, where he gained another victory over the rebels. 

On the 18th of December Sir Colin Campbell despatched Walpole 
with a column consisting of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions, Rifle Brigade, 
a detachment of 3Sth Foot, Bourchier’s Battery, Blunt’s troop of Horse 
Artillery, and one company of sappers to sweep the Lower Duab. ^ On 
the 3rd of January, having encountered but little opposition, he joined 
Seaton at Bewar, fifteen miles distant from Mynpooree on the road to 
Futtehghur, •“ 

Sir Colin’s own advance was delayed from the want of the means 
of transport. He had denuded himself of an enormous quantity of 
carriage to convey the women, children and wounded to Allahabad: 
and what was left he utilised for the despatch of Walpole’s column. 
As Walpole had . to make a wide sweep and traverse a greater extent 
than himself, he wished him to have a good start, so that having joined 
Seaton the three columns might advance on Futtehghur simultane- 
ously.^ On the - 23rd of December the carriage sent to Allahabad 
returned, and *on the following morning Sir Colin set out with the head- 
quarters column. He proceeded by ea.sy marches, clearing the country 
on his flanks as he advanced. On X’lnas Day, Hope Grant, who had 
been sent to Bithoor to burn the Nana’s palace, joined head-quarters 
with his guns and cavalry, leaving Hope’s Brigade to search the neigh- 
bouring ferries across the Ganges and to destroy as many boats as 
possible. On the 28th instant Sir Colin sent Windham with a brigade 
to destroy a rebel fort . and halted the two following days in order to 
enable Hope’s Brigade to reach him. On the morning of the 30th 
Hodson arrived in camp with despatches from Brigadier Seaton, having 
ridden from Mynpooree right through the enemy’s outposts. Knowung 
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how important it was to open communications with' the Commander -in- 
Chief he had volunteered to carry despatches to him. It was a difficult 
and perilous task. But no task was too perilous for Hodson. On 
the morning of the 30th he started accompanied by Macdowell, his 
second-in-command, “ game to the ' backbone,” and 75 of his own 
troopers. They rode straight to Bewar, fourteen miles distant. “ Here 
we halted and ate sandwiches, and then leaving 50 men to stay till 
our return, pushed on to Chibbermow, fourteen miles further on. Here 
we made another halt, and then, leaving the remaining 25 men 
behind, we pushed on by ourselves, unaccompanied, for Goorsahaigunge', 
■where we hoped to find the Commander -in-Chief. On arriving there 
(a fourteen miles’ stage), we found the Commander-in-Chief was at 
Meerun-ke-Serai, fifteen miles further on. This was very annoying ; 
but there was no help for it, so we struck out us fast as we could, the 
more so as we heard that the enemy, 700 strong, with four guns, was 
within two miles of us. We arrived at Meerun-ke-Serai at 4> A.M., 
and found the camp there all i-ight. We were received most cordially 
by all, and not a little surprised were they to hear where we had come 
from.” Hodson was most warmly received by Sir Colin Campbell, and 
was closeted with him till dinner-time. At 8 p.m., they started 
on their long ride (64) miles) back. When they arrived about five, 
miles from Chibbermow they were met by a native to whom Hodson 
had given alms in the morning. “He told us that a party of the 
enemy had attacked our 25 sowars at Chibbermow, cut up some 
and beaten back the rest, and that there was a great probability 
some of them (the enemy) were lurking about the road to our front. 
This was pleasant news, was it not ? Twenty miles from the Command- 
er-in-Chief s camp, 30 from our own ; time, midnight , scene an, 
open road ; dramatis 'personce, two officers armed with swords and 
revolvers, and a howling enemy supposed to be close at hand.’^ They 
deliberated what they should do, and Hodson decided they should ride 
on at all risks. ‘ At the worst,’ he said, ‘ ive can gallop back ; but 
we’ll try and push through.'’ The native came Avith us, and we 
started. I have seen a feAv adventures in my time, but must confess 
this Avas the most trying one I ever engaged in. It Avas a piercing cold 
night, AAuth a bright moon and AAontry sky, and a; cold Avind every 
noAv and then sweeping by and chilling us to the very marroAV. Taking 
our horses off the hard road on to the side Avhere it was soft, so 

* “ Hodson of Hodsoo’s Horse,” page 2G2. 
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that the noise of our footfalls could be less distinctly heard, we 
went silently on our way, anxiously listening for every sound that 
fell upon our ears, and straining our sight to see if, behind the trees 
dotted along the road, we could discern the forms of the enemy’ waiting 
in ambush to seize us. It was indeed an anxious time. We proceeded 
till close to Chibbermo^Y. “They are there,'” said our guide in a 
whisper, pointing to a garden in a clump of trees to our right front. 
Distinctly we hear the faint hum in the distance, whether it was the 
enemy, or whether our imagination conjured up the sound, I know not. 
We slowly and silently passed through the village, in the main street 
of which we saw the dead body of one of our men l 3 ung stark and stiff 
and ghastly in the - moonlight ; and on emerging from the other side, 
dismissed our faithful guide, with directions to come to our camp and 
then, putting spurs to our horses, we galloped for our dear life to Bewar, 
breathing more freely as every stride bore us away from the danger 
now past. We reached Bewar at about two o’clock, A.M., and^ found a 
party of our men sent out to look for us.” Hodson and MacdowelFs 
gallant exploit Avas remarkable in that remarkable time for cool and 
daring courage. 

On the 1st January 1858 Windham’s brigade returned to head- 
quarters. Early in the forenoon Hope Grant was sent forward with his 
brigade reinforced by a squadron of cavalry, four light field battery guns 
and a company of engineers to the Kala Nuddee at the point ivhere 
the suspension bridge crosses it. Hope found that the enemy had 
removed the planks and sevei’ely damaged the structure ; but they had 
not had time to injure the pier and main chains. The rebels dis- 
appeared on his approach, and the Corps of Eoyal Engineers and Bengal 
Sappers, Avith a party of sailors under Major Nicholson, R.E., set 
to work Avith great vigour to repair the bridge. All day and night 
they Avorked. “ The sailors Avere specially useful to Major Nicholson in 
the management of the ropes Avhich replaced the broken part of the 
iron work of the suspension bridge.’'’ On the morning of the 2nd of 
January Sir Colin accompanied by the Chief of the Staff rode over to 
see if the bridge was ready for the advance of the column. On the 
other side of it the ground rises in a gentle slope; and about half a mile 
to the right front of it is situated the large Aullage of Khudagang built 
on each side of the main road as- it ascends the aclivity. While Sir 
Colin was inspecting the Avork, Avhich AA'as nearly complete, he saAv a 
number of men clad in Avhite descending from the crest of the hill to 
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the villager He thought they were villagers and '' desired some one to 
go and tell them not to be afraid as they would not be hurt, when all 
of a sudden off came a round shot from amongst them which killed 
four men of the 53rd.’^ * 

The sailors who were washing their garments by the river side, 
“ leaving their soap suds and clothes never to see them again, rushed 
to their guns. Under cover of a heavy musketry fire the enemy 
brought two more guns into action and smote with shot and bullets the 
remainder of the 53rd as they passed the bridge in support of the 
picquet which had been placed on the enemy’s side of the river to cover • 
the working party. The heavy guns were advanced and a racking fire 
was quickly opened by Lieutenant Vaughan of the Ro}^al Navy and 
Major Smith, commanding a field battery, Royal Artilleiy, • The' 
troops from head-quarters four miles distant were at once ordered up, 
and Sir Colin did not consider it expedient to press the enemy till they 
arrived. The position now taken up by the 53rd was secured and the 
fire of the enemy kept down by our guns, but an advance was not 
permitted.” f At 11 A.M. the main column began to arrive, Brigadier 
Greathed’s brigade leading. , The 64)th and 8th were promptly sent 
across the bridge, and Lieutenant Vaughan with tliree of Peel’s guns 
followed them, Taking up his position at the head of the bridge under' 
shelter of the yellow bungalow he returned their fire on the village. 
Between two and three o’clock the enemy brought U 2 d a heavy gun and 
placing it under the cover of the Toll house opened fire: the huge 
round shot ploughed down six men of the 8th. | Peel having gone across 
the bridge advanced one of the 24!-pdunders up to the front line of 

^ Letter from an officer attached to the force with Sir Colin Campbell. 

t From thei, Commander-in-Chief, to the Governor-General, Head-Quarters, Fort Futteh- 
gurb, January 5th, 1858. 

"I may mention that the hanks had been secured, when the bridge was first, oecnpied by 
the detachment of a wing of the Highlanders at Rowen, a village about three miles to the 
right where there was a ford. 

“ A patrol having been sent also on the previous day to destroy whatever boats might he 
found for several miles up the Kala Nuddee to the loft of the bridge.” 

J “ One round shot alone killed and wounded six men of the 8th Foot.” — “ Forty-one 
Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., k.g., Volume I, page 383. 

“ One shot alone killed or wounded eleven men of the 8th.” — “ Incidents in the Sepoy 
War,” by General Sir Hope Grant, G.C.B., page 215. ' ' 

“A shot from it killed five and mortally wounded two of the 8th Regiment.” — “ Recollec- 
tions of a Winter Campaign in India,” by Captain Oliver Jones, R.N., page 71. '■ 

“ In another tent were two men of the 8th Foot.Each of them had an arm taken off, and 
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skirmishers. Vaughan, “ a capital shot and as cool when under a shower 
of bullets as if there was no such thing as gunpowder and lead,” * laid 
it'and fired it. “ His first shot struck the roof of the house ; his second 
struck ' the angle of the wall about half way down ; and a third dis- 
mounted the gun and destroyed the carriage.” Peel, who was standing 
by, said “ Thank you, Mr. Vaughan; perhap’s you will now be so good as 
to blow up the tumbril.^’ Lieutenant Vaughan fired a fourth shot 
which passed near it, and a fifth which blew up and killed several of 
the enemy. “ Thank you,^' said Captain Peel in his blandest and most 
courteous tones, “ I will go now and report to Sir Colin.” 

He found the Cornmandei’-in-Chief at the bridge head where he 
and his staff had been watching the fight. “ The bullets were flying 
about very plentifully, and both Sir Colin and General Grant were 
struck, though fortunately the bullets were spent and neither the one 
nor the other was seriously hurt.’^ t Owing to the bridge not having been 
fully repaired, getting the cavalry and horse artillery across proved a 
long and tedious affair. At length it was accomplished. The 93rd, who 
had been ordered to return to head-quarters and dine before they 
relieved the 53rd, alone remained to cross. About four o'clock, having 
loaded up their baggage and tents, they began the passage of the bridge. 

one was dead. The other seemed to he doing well. Had some difiSculty in pushing through 
the dense crowd on the bridge. In the house beyond the enemy’s entrenchment, on the other 
side of the river, I found four men of the 8th lying dead in a room on some straw. They 
were all dreadfully smashed about the head and shoulders. These poor fellows and the two 
whom I had left in the tent (one still living) were struck by the same round shot. The four 
were kilted where they stood, and they now looked like men asleep, the expression of each face 
being placid and life-like .” — “ From London to Lucknow,” by a Chaplain in Her Majesty’s 
Indian Service. 

♦“Recollections of a Winter Campaign in Indw,” By Captain Oliver Jones, R.N., 
page 7 1 . 

f “ Major English overheard in the early part of the day a very flattering compliment paid 
to Vaughan by some of his 53rd. Speaking of the naval guns, one said : — ' la Peel with us 
to-day?’ ‘ No,’. said the other. ‘ Who is it then ?’ ‘ Why, sure, it, is the chap with the glass in 
his eye, and he is nearly as good as the other.’ " To be classed with Peel was to be placed as 
high as one well could be. Vaughan was short-sighted, and always wore an eye-glass.”— 
“ Recollections of a Winter Campaign in India,” by Captain Oliver Jones, R.N., page 70. 

“ The Shannon’s Brigade in India.” — Lieutenant Edmund Hope Verney, page 60. 

“ Recollections of a Winter Campaign in India,” by Captain Oliver Jones, R.N., page 71. 

“Just before this. Sir Colin had been struck in the stomach by a spent rifle-shot, which 
nearly doubled him up, but did not otherwise injure him. By a like shot, when talking to him 
and Mansfield, I was hit in the side with such force that for some moments I could not speak. 
Happily I was only bruised.” ” Incidents in the Sepoy War,” by General Sir Hope Grant, 
Q.C.B., page 216. 
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The Irishmen, however, hearing they were to be relieved, determined 
they should not be deprived of the honour, of delivering the assault. 
No sooner had the Highlanders stepped on the bridge when the ad- 
vance was sounded, then the double, and the men of the 63rd springing 
to their feet and cheerine: made a dash at the Toll house and drove the 
enemy before them into the village. The advance had been sounded 
by a little drummer-boy of • the 53rd, who had stuck himself up in a 
mound and too-tooed away the advance and double with all the breath 
in his lungs. “ When asked afterwards what he meant by sounding it 
without orders, he said ‘Please, Sir, I was afraid the men would lick 
me if I didn’t,^ ’Sir Colin furious at this daring breach of 
discipline rode up to the regiment and ‘ pitched into it well.^ But 
these wild Irishmen were incorrigible ; whenever he began to speak, 
a lot of them exclaimed as loud as they could ‘ Three cheers for the 
Commander-in-Chief, boys ! ’ until at last he himself was obliged to go 
away laughing.” * • , 

The whole force now advanced, the 53rd on the right with the 93rd 
in support, Greathed’s Bi'igade- forming the centre and left of the lines 
of infal)tf 3 ^ on the outw'ork flank of which . moved the cavalry . under 
Hope Grant. The rebels did not wait to receive the attack. . Covered 
by their light guns in rear they began to retire in good order along the 
road to Futtehghur. Hope Grant then shewed how skilfully he could 
handle cavalry.' He took his horse a wide detour to the left, and driv- 
ing before him the rebel horsemen, he trotted them parallel to the 
enemy’s line of retreat hidden from them, by groves of trees and high 
growing crops. Then suddenly, as the distance between them narrowed 
to about three hundred yards, he wheeled to the right. The trumpets 
sounded the charge. The 19 th with their lances lowered followed by 
the squadron of the Sikhs with their glittering sabres burst forth from 
the tall crops and charged down on the rebel flank. They dashed into 
their midst. A short tussle and the rebels breaking their ranks fled in 
wild confusion. Forming his cavalry into a long line, Hope Grant at the 
head of his own regiment, the 9th Lancers, pursued the flying foe.f They 
• rode past, overturned carriages, exploded tumbrils, abandoned cannons. 

• •“Life of General Sir Hope Grant,” by Colonel H. Knollys, Volume I, page 317. 

■ t Lord Roberts writes I rode a little to his left with Younghusband’s squadron and 
next to him came Tyrrell Hoss, the doctor. As we galloped along, Younghusband- dreW' my 
attention-'with great Rride to the admirable manner in which his men kept their dressing.”— 
“Forty.pne Years in India,” by' Field- Marshal Lord Roberts, v.c., . K.G.. Volume I, 
page 363. 
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On the heels of the enemy sabreing, spearing, shouting, they rushed. 
Groups of fugitives who preserved their resolution and courage knelt 
with fixed bayonets and poured a volley into theii* assailants before 
they were cut down. For five miles the stern chase continued. At - 
last the light began to fail and the order was given to wheel to the 
right and form upon the road. Before the movement could be carried 
out a handful 6f mutineers turned round and fired upon their relentless 
pursuers. The gallant Younghusband fell shot through the lungs. 
Lieutenant Roberts, who had been riding by his side, saw him fall, but 
he could not go to his assistance, for at that moment he spied a Sikh 
sowar and a rebel sepoy standing at bay with musket and bayonet. The 
horseman with his sword was no match for the foot soldier with the 
“ queen of weapons.^’ Roberts rode straight at the sepoy, and with one 
stroke of his sword*killed him on the spot. Then he saw two sepoys 
making off with a standard. He galloped after them, overtook them, 

“ and while wrenching the staff out of the hands of one of them, whom 
I‘ cub down, the other put his musket close to my body and fired ; 
fortunately for me it missed fire, and I carried off the standard.” * For 
these two acts of valour Lieutenant Roberts was awarded the Victoria 
Cross. 

With the captured standards at their head the 9th Lancers rode 
back followed by the Sikh squadrons. As they passed the Commander: 
in-Ghief, he took off his hat to them, with some -words of praise and 
thanks. “ The Lancers shook their lances in the air, and cheered ; the 
Sikhs took up the cry, waving their sabres above their heads. The men 
carrying the standards gave them to the wind ; the Highland brigade, 
Avho were encamping close by, ran down and cheered both the victori- 
ous cavalry and the. veteran chief, waving their bonnets in the air. It 
w'as a fair sight, and reminded. one of the old daj^s of chivalry. When 
Sir Colin rode back through the camp of the Highlanders, the enthu- 
siasm of the men exceeded description.” 

The next morning the column marched to Futtehghur and found 
it and the adjoining native townof Furrakhabad deserted by the enemy. 

* “ Lieutenant Roberts of the Bengal Artillery. 'Q-eneral Grant, Assistant Quartermaster- 
General, also ma'de himself conspicuous by his gallantry in the cavalry pursuit and earned the 
much, coveted decoration of the. Victoria Cross. He is one of those, rare men who, to uncom- 
mon daring and bravery in the field, and unflinching, hardworking discharge of duty in the 
'camp, adds the'charms of cheering and unaffected kindness and hospitality in the tent, and 
his acquaintance and friendship are high prizes to those who obtain them .” — " RecoUectibris of 
a "Winter Campaign in India,” by Captain Oliver Jones, R.N., page 80, 
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-As Sir Oolin stood on the steep bluff overhanging the river he saw the 
last of the rebels flying over the bridge-of-boats. So rapid was their 
flight that they did not injure it, nor the valuable gun-carriage factorj'^ 
in the fort. The bridge was secured and Furrakhabad and Futtebghur 
occupied. On the 6th of January Seaton’s and Walpole’s columns joined 
the camp of the Commander-in-Qhief, who had sent orders by Hodson for 
them to advance simultaneously with himself. But the attack of the 
enemy at Kala Nuddee and their utter rout had precipitated matters 
and changed in a slight degree Sir Colin’s strategical scheme. But the 
result was eminently successful. The Doab had been re-conquered, . 
direct communications with Delhi and Agra restored, and the 
rebels driven across the Ganges into Rohilcund. Sir Colin was 
anxious to follow up the capture of Futtehghur by the invasion 
and conquest of Rohilcund, but the Governor-General, moved by political 
considerations, very properly thought that the subjugation of Oudh Avas 
of paramount importance. In a letter, dated the 20th of December, 
Lord Canning writes : “ So long as Oudh is not dealt with, there will 
be no real quiet on this side of India. Every sepoy Avho has not 
already mutinied Avill have a standing temptation to do so, and every 
native Chief rvill grow to think less and less of our pOAvers. I am 
therefore, as things noAv stand, strongly in favour of taking Oudh in 
hand after Futtehghur, Mynpooree, &c,, and the Great Trunk Road 
communications are made safe. What do you think of this ? There may 
be reasons against it in favour of some other course which are not 
knoAvn to' me but obvious to you. I am sure you will Avrite' to me 
•unreservedly all you have to say on it.” Before the letter reached the 
Commander-in>Chief he had despatched to the Viceroy a memorandum 
“ drawn up after very careful consideration.” “ The subject,” writes 
Sir Colin, “ has been for some days one of anxious consultation betAveen 
Mansfield and myself. It is very possible that many of the points may 
have occurred to your Lordship ; but some of them are so purely pro- 
fessional, that it is likely they would escape one not bred in the, army. 
The paper is sent, not, I beg your. Lordship to believe, for the purpose of 
hampering you in any manner, but simply in the earnest hope of 
rendering you some slight assistance in considering a very difficult and 
knotty question ; and I entreat you to use it or put it aside as it may 
best suit your convenience.” The memorandum stated that in the 


• " The Life of Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde,” 
Volume II, page 65. 


by Lieutenant-General Shad(rell, c.n,. 
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opinion of the Commander-in-Ghief, after the experience, lately gained 
of the stubborn spirit of the people of Oudh, the reduction of that 
province could not be attempted with an army of less than 30,000 men. 
“Colonel Napier, of the Bengal Engine^s.^mS'-'g^ep^Jie.^^^^ 
opinion, in which I coincide, as regard3...d’umbei's, that 20^0^^ 
necessary for the first operation of sul^diiih^ thhifitj’^f-'TB^ having 
performed it will be necessary to lea\fe a fraricjson ^n'.-occflfplifion,^opsiBt- 
ing of at least 10,000 men — viz., 6,000 inHhe City, •and..4‘/)0^n a^bain 
of posts to the Cawnpore Road— until -th^ whole shall 'have 
been conquered and the rebels driven out of their Tastr stronghold.” It was 
“ for the Government to decide whether it be possible, with regard to the 
circumstances of the Presidency, to effect the necessary concentration of 
troops for this purpose.” The memorandum further mentioned that, 
“ If through exposure during the hot weather of 1858, the strength of 
the British forces in India be seriously reduced, viz., by one-third, and 
less than that number could not be reckoned on were the campaign to 
be prolonged throughout the year, it will not be in the power of the 
Government at home to replace them. A great effort has been made 
this year under national excitement to meet a great crisis, but the 
means of recruitment do not admit of its repetition. As an urgent 
matter of jjolicy thei'efore, as well as humanity, itls absolutely necessary 
to economise the forces of which we are now possessed.” On the 30th 
of December Lord Canning wrote that he had given the most anxious 
attention to the memorandum, but he still held the opinion that the 
communications being made safe, Oudh should be taken in hand with 
the least delay possible. He however added — " that .it should not be 
considered as a necessary consequence of our entering Oudh that the 
whole province should be subjugated. If it were possible to collect a 
force equal to taking Lucknow and holding it without attempting more 
for the present, it should be done. Paradoxical as it may appear, I 
think it of more importance to re-establish our power in the centre 
and capital of Oudh, which has scarcely been in our possession two years, 
than to recover our older possessions. Every eye in India is upon 
Oudh as it was upon Delhi. Oudh is not only the rallying place of thfe 
sepoys, — the place to which they all look, and by the doings in which 
their own hopes and prospects rise or fall — but it represents a dynasty : 
there is a King of Oudh seeking his own. Oudh and our dealings with 
it have been in every native’s mind for the last two years. The atten- 
tion of all native Chiefs is drawn to see whether or not w? can retain 
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hold of what we have taken/’ Meanwhile Sir Oolin had addressed a 
clear and full note to the Viceroy in which he stated that, taking into 
consideration the permanent importance of preserving the roads, it 
appeared to him " on the whole advisable to follow up the movement 

now made by this force by advance into and occupation of Rohilcund 

to root out the leaders of ' the large gatherings of insurgents which we 
know to exist there, to seize their guns, and re-establish authority, as 
is now I hope being effectually done in the Doab. It seems to me 
that if we halt in this course to direct the one force at our command in 
these parts to another object, we run no slight risk of seeing the results 
of our late labours wasted, and of an autumn, perhaps a summer, cam- 
paign on the same ground, to rescue the garrisons which would have to 
be left in Futtehghur and Mynpooree. Our late experience of the siege of 
Cawnpore might in such case be disagreeably repeated. The very fact 
of the retreat of the insurgents without a good beating renders this 
contingency so much the more probable, if they be not followed up with a 
will throughout the province of Rohilcund, where they are falling back 
on the rebel forces reported to be massed at Shahjehanpore and 
Bareilly.”* Sir Oolin added — I come therefore unwillingly to the 
conclusion that Oudh ought to wait till the autumn of 1858, when mth 
the countries occupied' in strength all around it, the proper subjuga- 
tion of Rajahs and people might be expected without risk and much 
loss.’^ Lord Canning, after having carefully considered all he had 
thought and written on the subject “ with a keen sense of the importance 
of the decision,” adhered to his original opinion. On the 8th of January 
he writes — “ But I am obliged to say that I still think these operations 
should be directed against Lucknow at no long interval." And the 
political considerations which influenced his decision were of the gravest 
nature. The Nana was meditating an attack upon the Saugor terri- 
tories. He is also intriguing with the Mahrattas of Western India, 
If he can point to Lucknow as wrested from us, his appeal will have a 
dangerous force, and one ivhich would not be counterbalanced by any 
re-assertion of our power in Rohilcund. ” The reports from Pegu of 
things in distant Ava were that news of Lucknow was anxiously 
looked for. “ Then there is that most formidable of all lurking places of - 
danger and revolt, Hyderabad — especially Mahometan and deeply sym- 
pathising with Oudh because fearing, however unreasonably, the same 
fate. The recovery of Oudh would be of the greatest value to us 

* The Life of Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde,” by Lieutenant-General Shadwell, c.b„ 
Volume II, pages 83-84. 
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there; whilst the penetrating into Bohilcundf leaving Oudh untouched, 
^Yould be little thought of. It will become a question for early consi- 
deration in the event of our not acting against Lucknow, and of 
General Outram having to withdraw from it, whether a part of Brigadier 
Whitlock’s Madras Column should not be halted at Secunderabad, to 
guard against all contingencies in the Nizamis dominions. I should not 
like to ask Madras for another man out of her proper territories.’^ Sir 
Colin Campbell bowed to the decision of the Governor-General and 
began at once to give loyal effect to them by the adoption of active 
measures for the reduction of Lucknow. 

Lord Canning in his letter to Sir Colin Campbell, dated the 29th 
of December,,wrote — ‘^The auxiliary force from Nepaul is more read% 
available against Oudh than in any other quarters ; and I should be sorry 
to make it clear to Jung Bahadur that we are obliged for a time to pass 
by anarchy and insurrection, where they are most formidable and 
raging immediately under his own hills and take him off to other 
distant parts, where no such serious struggle awaits us.” Jung Bahadur, 
the all-powerful Minister in Nepaul, on hearing of the outbreak of- the 
Mutiny, had placed the whole military resources of his country at the 
disposal of. the British Government. Lord Canning after some hesita- 
tion accepted a contingent of 3,000 men, and in July it was sent down 
from Khatmanduj the capital of the State. The Gurkhas entered 
British territory nothward of Goruckpore, where a Mahomedan Chief 
had declared himself ruler in the name and on behalf of the King of 
Oudh, had organised a species of government, collected revenues and 
exercised authority. At the end of July they occupied the civil station 
which gives its name to the district. On the 13th of July they reached 
Azimgarh, and two days later they were ac Jaunpore in the heart 
of the disaffected • districts. Here the Nepaulese troops were formed 
by a few British officers who were appointed to act with them. They 
were busy instructing our allies in European methods of drill, when 
news reached them that a strong body of rebels threatened Azimgarh. 
Colonel Wroughton, who commanded at Jaunpore, at once sent a regiment 
of Jung Bahadur’s force under Colonel Shumshere Sing (a Nepaulese 
officer) to its assistance. They marched* some fifty miles in a day-and-a- 
half, and on the evening of the 19th of September they reached Azimgarh. 
The next , morning they learnt that a large body of rebels had 
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assembled near the neighbouring village of Mundoree. A force of 1.200 
men under the comrnand of Captain Boileau Avas sent to disperse them. 
It chiefly consisted of the Gurkha regiment under the command of 
Colonel -Shumshere Sing. Venables, a gallant indigo planter, was 
present with a small body of horse which he had raised and organised 
to keep order in the district, . They found the rebels posted in a clump 
of trees and in a swamp behind the village, and as they advanced the 
enemy opened on them a heavy cannonade. Boileau ordered Shum- 
shere Sing to push his men forward at double pace. Promptly the 
Gurkhas responded to their leader's command, and rushing forward 
they drove the enemy from their position and captured three guns. 
Venables “ Avas ahvays where fighting Avas hardest ; he was first up at 
the first gun taken, and killed three men with his oaati hand.” 

The gallant conduct of the Gurkhas dispelled from the . minds of 
the English officers the prejudice that had existed against the little 
mountaineers. They Avere not so smart as the Bengal sepoy, but they 
could inarch and fight. At Chanda on the 31st of October they again 
proved their stubborn courage. NeAvs having reached Colonel 
Wroughton that a rebel leader Avas collecting a large force at Chanda 
to seize the district of Jaunpore, he at once sent against them a column 
consisting of about eleven hundred Gurkhas, After marching about 
ten- miles they found the rebels in a AA’ell- chosen and excessively strong 
position. They numbered at least five thousand with five- guns manned 
by experienced gunners. The fight Avas hot and stubborn. But the 
enemy Avas dislodged from his position AA'ith the loss of nearly all his 
guns and his ammunition. Many gallant deeds were performed by the 
Gurkhas that day, Lieutenant Gumbheer Singh of the Shere 
Regiment,” wrote Colonel Wroughton in his official despatches, “ now 
lies covered with wounds. This officer I beg prominently to bring to 
the notice of Government for his great gallantr}^, such as would in our 
service entitle a person to the highest honours being conferred on him. 
The Lieutenant rushed on seven men defending a gun, cut down five 
and Avounded the others, who made off. He himself received eight 
sword cuts.” * ' . 

A short time after the action of Chanda, Colonel Longden of the 
10th Foot, who had been sent from Benares Avith a small force consisting 

-- - __ ■ ■■_■ ■ _ X ^ _ 

* From Lieutenant-Colonel F. J. 'Wroughton, in Military charge Gurkha Forces, to 
T.ieutenant-Colonel R. Strachey, Secretary to Gorernment, Central Proviooes, Camp 
Singramow, 31st October 1857. 



INTRODUCTION 


361 


of three hundred and twenty men of the 10th Pootj two 9-pounder guns, 
a small detachment of European artillery and a hundred and seventy 
of the Madras Native infantry, reached Jaunpore. Two days after their 
arrival (4th November) a body of rebels again crossed the Oudh frontier. 
Colonel Longden uniting his force to the Nepaulese contingent advanced 
against them and drove them across the border. To protect it from 
future raids, the Jaunpore force was greatly strengthened and made a 
brigade command under Brigadier-General Franks, a man of fiery 
violent nature and a martinet of the old school. He knew how to 
command men and how to lead them. He had never studied the art of 
war, but he had an instinct for winning battles. He was more feared 
than loved by his men. In the Sutlej Campaign as he was about to 
lead them against a strong Sikh battery he said “ I know you intend 
to shoot me. But boys do let me get in first.” His horse was blown 
to pieces, but his boys carried him in triumph out of the battery. 
Another force consisting of British and Nepaulese troops was organised 
in Western Behar under Colonel Roweroft. It was to move from 
Tirhoot along the river Gandak to Goruckpore. The good service 
rendered by the Gurkha Contingent also led Lord Canning to make a 
' further arrangement with Jung Bahadur by which he himself was to 
lead a force to the disaffected districts, and having cleared them of 
rebels he was to march into Oudh and co-operate with Colin Campbell 
in his attack on- Lucknow, 

On the 21st of December Jung Bahadur's compact little force of 
1,000 Gurkhas composed of fourteen regiments of infantry and four 
'.batteries pf artillery of six guns reached the frontier. Here he was 
met by Brigadier-General G. H. Macgregor, c.B., and the officers who 
had been attached to his force.* They were received by the Maharaja in 

S * No. 5071 , dated 14tli December 1857. The Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in 
Council is ' pleased to' appoint Brigadier-General G. H. Macgregor, c.B., to be Military 
•Commissioner and Governor-General’s Agent with the Gurkha Force commanded by Maha- 
ija Jung Bahadur, and Lieutenant J. F. MacHowden of the 19th Regiment, Native 
nfantry, to be hiilitafy Secretary and Aide-de-Camp to the Brigadier-General, 
i The following officers are also attached to the Gurkha Force 

Major G. F. C. Fitzgerald, Artillery. 

Captain A. C. Plowden, 30th Native Infantry. 

Captain F. N. Edmonstone, 4th Light Cavalry (.Lancers). 

Lieutenant F. B. Foote, 7 let Native Infantry. ■ 

Lieutenant A. . Cory, ieth Native Infantry. 

Lieutenant G, E. Hill, 32nd Native Infantry. 


The 

Jaunpore 
force made 
a brigade 
command 
under 
Brigadier- 
General 
Franks 


A force 

organised 

under 

Colonel 

Roweroft 


Jung 
Bahadur’s 
force reach 
the fron- 
tier, 21st 
December 



362 


INTRODUCTION 


Jung 
Bahadur 
defeats the 
rebels al 
Gornck- 
pore, 13th 
January 


full durbar. His dress ivas most magnificent. “ The first day he wore 
the sldn of a wild animal for a coat, richly trimmed with head-bands of 
pure gold ; his girdle was of the same, studded with precious stones ; 
his trousers of fine cloth of gold. As for his turban, it was really 
magnificent ; first there was a row of rubies all round it, then erheralds, 
and a broad plate of pure large diamonds in front with a large waving 
plume. His two younger brothers were with him, of course dressed as 
superbly, befitting their high rank in Nepaul.'” After the durbar the 
English officers went out to see the troops, They were drawn up in 
lines of regiment one behind the other, the best of course in front, but 
we were very agreeably surprised, both as to their discipline, physique 
and equipment. They marched as steadily as any troops I ever saw. 
The double march was singularly steady ; and they formed column, 
square, and deployed — passed in review in a most soldierlike and steady 
manner. Far from realising our pre-conceived notions of Gurkha dimi- 
nutiveness, they, at any rate in the crack corps, were giants ; • and even 
those in the non-selected regiments were very much larger than in our 
Gurkha battalions. I enquired about their composition ; and General 
Rumheer Sing, the second-in-command, informed me that with the 
exception of seventeen they were all pure Gurkhas. The J ung is most 
anxious to get at the enemy.” His wish was gratified on the 13th of 
January. A few miles from Goruckpore, the Gurkhas came 
suddenly upon the rebel force strongly posted in a jungle. Their guns 
at once opened fire and the rebels vigorously replied with artillery and 
musketry. But the duel was of short duration. The Gurkhas swift as 
bloodhounds rushed forward and the enemy turned and fled, For two 
miles through the jungle it Avas a race for life. Nor were these sturdy 
mountaineers then exhausted. Through the town the Gurkhas chased 
the rebels to the ghaut on the river. “Atone place a number of 
rebels tried to rush up the banks and effect an escape into the fields, but 
Avere intercepted by the Gurkhas and cut to pieces. The great majo- 
rity however jumped into the river where they Avere shot down in great 
numbers. Three or four hundred must have been killed there, the- 
river being at one time literally covered with floating bodies,” 

The station of Goruckpore was again occupied and the district 
cleared of rebels. On the 19th of February Jung Bahadur reached the 
left bank of the river Gogra which separated Oudh from our districts. 
There he Avas joined by Colonel Rowcroft, Avho had moved up early in 
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December in the direction of Goruckpore, On the 25th of December 
he received from Jung Bahadur a reinforcement of 500 Gurkhas. His 
whole force now only amounted to 1,100 men, of whom 130 of Pearl 
Naval Brigade were the only Europeans. The next day he attacked 
five thousand rebels with a large train of artillery strongly posted in 
the village of Sohanpore covered in front by a tank with high banks 
and two or three large topes (woods) on the right. On arriving 
within half a mile of the enemy^s position Rowcroft formed 
line and took ground on the right to turn their left flank and act more 
easily on the tank. . The operation was performed mth conspicuous 
success. The rebels were driven from the village and after a pursuit 
of six miles across the river Gandak. “ The troops behaved, as British 
marines and seamen ever do, most excellently and gallantly ; Captain 
Sotheby was ever I’eady and present with the guns and to afford me 
every assistance in the field. * The Gurkhas proved themselves 
worthy comi'ades. “ All the officers of the two Gurkha regiments 
were- anxious and ready to render good service ; and the men of both 
regiments were steady and willing in the field and kept well to the front 
■with the European forces. One Gurkha officer specially distinguished 
himself that day. Lieutenant Burlton reports that Subadar Himkumal 
Bushnea, 9th Company, Randull Gurkhas, behaved very gallantly, con- ' 
stantly encouraging his men, and in riding at one of the rebels who was 
attacking Lieutenant Burlton, inflicting fortunately only a cut through 
his turban and helmet, the Subadar was very severely wounded by a 
tulwar round the left hip, a Sikh then rushing up, cutting down and 
killing the rebel.” t On the following morning Rowcroft crossed the 
river and punished those who had been forward “ in marauding and 
giving aid to the’ rebels ” by destroying their homesteads. Then in 
pursuance of orders received from Brigadier-General Macgregor he 
marched to Burkai Ghat on the Gogra, the chief river of Oudh. Here 


* Captain Sotheby has paid great attention to the drill and training of the naval brigade 
for land service, and in quickly training the horses and ponies for the guns-horses for the 
large 12-pounder guns and ponies for the three others- and the seamen to ride and act as 
guLers • and under Lieutenant Turner, R.N., in charge of the artillery, they have had constant 
drill and training, and are now ready and steady for field service and were in the action of the 
26th of December.” From Colonel H. Rowcroft, commanding Sarum Field Force, to Colonel 
R. J. Birch, C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Alilitary Department, Camp 
Muihowlee, on the River Chota Gundah, 25 miles west of Sewar, 28th December 1857. 

t From Colonel H. Rowcroft, Commanding Sarum Field Force, to Colonel R. J. Bkch, c. b„ 
Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, 28th December 1857, Appendix. 
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he received orders to embark his force in boats and ascend the river. 
On the evening of the 19th of February he arriyed within four miles 
of the Nepaul Column and landing on the right bank was joined by a 
brigade of that force. Advancing up the stream he defeated a body of 
rebels at Pherepore and bringing up his boats he made of them a bridge 
over which the Nepaulese troops crossed. Jung Bahadur pursued his 
march to Lucknow, and to Rowcroft was assigned the task of holding 
Gorakhpore and keeping optm the communications. 

On the day that Colonel Rowcroft and the Nepaulese force came in 
touch General Franks was ordered to enter Oudh. His field force 
consisted of three ^British regiments, the 10th, 20th, and 97th, six 
battalions of Nepaulese under General Pulivan Sing, t'wo field 
batteries, and some other guns, but his cavalry consisted only of thirty- 
eight mounted policemen known as the Benares Horse commanded by 
Captain Matheson.* To make up for his deficiency in that arm he 
had mounted twenty-five men of the 10th Foot and placed them 
under the command of Lieutenant Tucker of the Bengal Artillery. 
TSe force opposed to him consisted of 10,000 men under the rebel 
chief Mehndee Hussan and 8,00.0 men under one of his sub- 
lieutenants Bunda Hussan. At 8 A.m. on the morning of the 19th, 
Franks found the enemy under the sub-lieutenant at Chanda, " a large 
village at the south-eastern angle of which are a considerable mud 
fort and a serai, both of great height and loopholed for musketry.” 


• Corps — 

6th Company, 13th Battalion, Royal Artillnry 
8th Company, 2nd Battalion, Royal Artillery 
Detachment A Company, 3rd Battalion, Madras Artillery 
„ 4th Company, 5th Battalion, Bengal Artillery 

„ Benares Horse ... 

Her Majesty’s 10th Regiment ... 

„ 20th „ 

„ 97th „ «., ... 


Number of effectives. 
108 
52 
66 
30 
38 
730 
717 
661 


Allied Gurkha Forces, six battalions. Infantry and Artillery 
attached ... 

Native Artillery Detachment ... ... 


3,193 

115 


Total 


5,710 
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Franks’s force soon drove the enemy before it, carried the position, and 
captured six guns, following the rebels through and past the village. 
After a long chase Franks rested his men. Near sunset while the 
ground for encampment was being taken up, the enemy under Mehndee 
Hussan appeared on his left front. His force immediately changed 
front, attacked the enemy, and routed them. He then bivouacked for 
the night. The next day he halted to enable the baggage which had 
been delayed by difficult grouhd to arrive. News reached General 
Franks that the rebel leader intended to bar his progress, by making 
a Avide circuit to the left and occupying the strong jungle pass 
position and Fort of Budhayan, nine miles in front of him. But 
Franks'^s sagacity Avas as conspicuous as his energy. At daybreak bn 
the 21st, having drawn up his force in order of battle as if he Avere 
going to attack the enemy in front, he alloAved his Avhole baggage to 
file aAvay past his right rear toAvards a village situated half Avay to the 
Fort, where it had been given out that he intended to halt. But he 
pushed the baggage rapidly through it, and withdreAV Avithout being 
noticed : his advance ' guard, Avho overtook the baggage, crossed the 
ravine, and seized the fort just before the enemy. The rebel leader 
forestalled in the possession of the fort, proceeded by a long detour for 
the town of Sultanpur Avhere he determined to dispute Franks’s further 
progress. The rebel force numbering 25,000 men, of whom 6,000 
Avere sepoys and 1,100 cavalry, with 25 guns, Avas under Mirza Gaffoor 
Bey, a General of Artillery under the ex-King of Oudh, who had been 
sent from LucknoAV specially to take the command. The position 
Avhich he occupied was formidable. Behind a deep and Avinding 
ravine Avhich runs into the river Goomtee his line, extending 
a mile and a half in length, Avas posted on a plain. His left 
rested on the Sultanpur bazaar, the centre Avas placed behind the 
ruined lines of the police battalions, and his right was covered by 
a range of Ioav hillocks in advance of the village and strong masonry 
caravanserai of Badshahgunge. Near the point where the direct road 
leading to LucknoAV crosses the ravine the enemy placed their principal 
battery. Three of their guns Avere placed on the extreme, left, and six 
were posted on the serai on the right. The ravine Avhose Avhole front 
Avas lined by tgroves of trees Avas deep and easy of defence Avhere 
the road crosses it : it Avas also very deep on the enemy’s left Avhere it 
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ran into the river, but to the left it was much narrower and shallower. 
At six o'clock in the morning Franks marched from his camp, and three 
hours later his cavalry caught sight of the enemy’s outposts near a 
village on the high road. Immediately forming his men in battle array 
he marched through the hamlet-, and the enemy’s picquets concluded 
that his advance would be as they wished directly down the high road. 
Then advancing with his few troopers and the mounted detachment he 
drove the outposts beyond the ravine. A thick belt of trees now con- 
cealed his force from the enemy’s. Taking advantage of the screen, , 
Franks galloped with a few horse to the left to examine the head of the 
ravine “which I felt convinced disappeared in the plain, and this 
proved to be the case, for my search found a point where the road from 
Allahabad crosses it, where the troops and heavy guns could pass the 
ravine out of reach of the enemy’s fire. Some rising ground here gave 
me a good view of the rebel position, and ascertaining that it might be 
turned by its right, I ordered the whole force to take ground obliquely 
to the left.'’ Concealed by the mango groves the force proceeded round 
the enemy’s right completely out of fire. When they debouched from 
the wood the rebels opened on them from their heaviest guns, but the' 
-shot fell far short. Franks instantly deployed his line and sent the 
skirmishers with the light guns well ahead to close on the enemy’s posi- 
tion. But far in advance of the leading skirmishers rode Lieutenant 
McLeod Innes who during the defence of the Residency had shown how 
great professional skill and calm judgment can be combined with 
valour of no ordinary order. “ He was the first to secure a gun which 
the enemy were abandoning. Retiring from this they rallied round 
another gun farther back, from which the shot would in another in- 
stant have ploughed through our advancing columns, when Lieutenant 
Innes rode up unsupported, shot the gunner about to apply the match, 
and remaining undaunted at his post the mark for a hundred match- 
lockmen, sheltered in some adjoining huts, kept the artillerymen at 
bay until assistance reached him.”* The gun being captured the 
British lines circling gradually forward drove the enemy from the 
different points of his position to the deep ravine which here, swept 

* From Brigadier-General T. H. Franks, c.b,, to the Deputy Adjutant-General of the 
Army, Head-Quarters camp, Camp Dilkusba before Lucknow, 9tli March' 1858. , 

For this act of gallantry •' surpassed by none in my experience,” Wrote General Franks, 

" Lieutenant McLeod Innes xvas awarded the Victoria Cross.” 
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round his rear. His retreat was cut off.' ’ The central battery with 
five guns still stopped our advance. Then Franks himself cap in hand 
led the skirmishers and eight of the 10th Foot up to the guns and they 
were captured “after an obstinate I'esistance, the gunners standing by 
their pieces and serving them to che last.” The battle was at an end. 
The enemy fled in all directions, escaping across the deep ravine ryhich 
prevented the further advance of Franks-’s guns. His want of cavalry 
also precluded a vigorous pursuit. Twenty-one of the enemy’s guns, 

nine of them of siege calibre, his camp and his ammunition fell into the 
hands of the victors. 


The foi’ce halted after the action for the men to rest and that same 
eveningit was joined by the Lahore Light Horse and Pathan Horse 
under Captain Balmain. The next afternoon the 3rd Sikhs under 
Lieutenant Aickman reached the camp,- having ridden forty miles that 
day.* On the 25th in compliance with a telegram from the Chief of 
the Staff the force resumed its march. On_the>oming of the 1st 
of March just as the column was about to leave its camp, Aickman, 
command of the advanced picquets, beard that a body 
^ h ^ Infantry and 200 cavalry, with two guns, under a noted 
rebel chief;- were encamped three miles off the high road on the banks 
o^ the Goomtee. He had only 100 men, but sending a trooper at 
full gallop to Franks asking that the cavalry and the guns might be 

sent to his support, he led them to the spot, and finding the enemy 

c arge mto their midst. A tough fight ensued. Aickman himself 
was engaged in a hand-to-hand contest with several of the rebels and 
received severe cut across the face. Eut his troopers beat them 
off, and vigorously pressing the foe drove them across the river and 
captured their two guns. For his dash and courage Aickman was 
awarded the Tictoria Gross, 

Franks continued his advance and on the 4!th of March he arrived 
within eight miles of Lucknow. Here he learnt that a large body of 
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* The next morning Rranhs was joined by the Jalandhar Cavalry. This body of horse raised 
on the Guide principle under the auspices of Colonel Lake, Deputy Commissioner of Jalandhar, 
only a few months before, and equipped and drilled by Lieutenant Aickman, had marched from 
the Sutlej to join Franks in an incredibly short space of time — the last march covering forty 
miles. “ I did not expect yon for a fortnight, ” exclaimed Pranks, as he welcomed Aickman, 
“ Had 1 known you would have been here, I would in any case have postponed the action.” 
“ The Indian Mutiny.” by Colonel Malieson, c.S.i., Volume IV, page 235. 
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the rebels occupied the Fort of Dhowara, two miles to the right of the 
road and situated in very difficult ground amongst the ravines which 
run into the Goomtee. Being apprehensive that if they were left 
unmolested they might cut off his long train of baggage, Franks deter- 
mined to drive them from their citadel. Sending the inain column un- 
der Brigadier Eveleigh, O.B., a mile further on the road he proceeded 
with two Horse Artillery guns under Lieutenant Arhuthnot, a , squad- 
ron of 9th Lancers, and some Sikh and Pathan Horse under Captain 
Coles, 9th Lancers, to the Fort. No sooner did he approach it than the 
enemy opened fire from two small guns. The Horse Artillery guns were 
brought into action at 600 yards, but they had no effect. They were 
moved up successively to 400, 300 and 200 yards, but they were too 
light to make any impression on the walls and to put down the fire of 
the matchlockmen securely posted behind the parapet, Franks there- 
fore ordered up a company of marksmen from each British regiment 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Longden, 10th Foot, and two 24-pounder 
howitzers of Major Cotter’s Madras Battery. A few rounds from them 
drove the enemy from the outer enclosure, “ but a sharp matchlock fire 
was still kept up from the loopholes which everywhere pierce the keep 
into which the greater part of the defenders had retired.” * The com- 
panies of the 20th and 97th gallantly headed by Captain Middletqg, 
29th Kegiment, and Ensign Elton, 37th Native Infantry, attached to the 
10th Foot, attacked it from the south-east, effected an entrance, and 
captured the guns. The rebels driven to bay, barricaded themselves in 
a house guarded by a huge heavy gate. Repeated attempts to break it 
down failed. “The shot from one of their own guns which we turned 
against it, making no impression on the massive gate, a fir,e kindled 
against it having no effect, and my only Engineer officer, Lieutenant 
Innes, having been severely wounded, while trying ^o burst open the 
entrance, I determined,” wrote General Franks, " to withdraw from the 
place.” His decision was also influenced by a report brought to him 
that his presence was required with the main body around which consid- 
erable bodies of the enemy were hovering. They however fell back 
towards the city, and Franks’s force resuming its march reached Sir 
Colin’s camp the same evening. It had in thirteen days marched a 

* 'From Brigadier-General T, H. Franks, p.B., to the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, 
Head-Quarters Camp, Dilkusha, before Lucknow, 9tb March 1858, 
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hundred and thirty miles, had beaten an immensely superior, enemy • in 
four actions and had captured thirty-five pieces of ordnance.* 

, "While - Franks’s column and the Nepaulese' army under Jung 
Bahadur were marching ■ from the eastern frontier of, Oudh to the 
capital, Outram was holding his own in Alumhagh against a pertinacious 
foe. As the' Alumhagh . was capable of accommodating only a soiall 
garrison he had, after establishing a strong picquet there, encamped his 
main force a mile in rear of the building itself in the open plain across 
the Cawnpore road, and he protected his camp by batteries abattis 
and by judiciously turning two or three swamps into account, which 
however were very nearly dry in February. These defensive works, 
not . connected by a. continuous trench, occupied a circuit of about 
eleven miles . which extended from a village to the left of the main 
road to the old and tumbled fort of Jellalabad on, the extreme right, 
in which was placed ■ a Sapper picquet and part of the ■ park, the 
rest being in rear of our camp. The advanced posts were within 
gunshot range of the outworks of a vast city. Such was the position 
which for three months Outram held against 120,00.0 organised troops 
with more- than. 130 guns, besides the armed and turbulent scum-of, a 
population of 700,000 souls.f His force amounted to considerably 

, • “But this march of General Franks, beside being important in itself, was valuable fron?. 
its clearing the way for Jung Bahadur’s army following in its rear.” “ Lucknow and Oudh in 
the Mutiny,” by Lieutenant-General McLeod Innes, R.E., 'V.C., page 276. 

t Strength of the enemy on January 26th 1858, as ascertained by Captain Alexander Orr 
of the Intelligence Department ■ 


37 Regiments of Sepoys, including Oudh Force 

.. 

... 27,550 

14 

New Seises ... 

#»•* 

... 5,400 

106 

Nujeeb’s Seises, including Oudh 

Force 

... 55,150 

16 

Regular and Irregular Cavalry 


7,100 

Camel Corps 

>’ » », >, 

... 

300 



Total 

... 95,500 


Artillery, guns of all sorts and calibres, not indudiog wall pieces, and the guns brought 
from Futtebpore, 131. Number of artillerymen, not known. 

“ The above is exclusive of the armed followers of the talukdars and zemindars still 
in Lucknow, on January 26th, amounting, at the lowest calculations, to 20,000 men, exclusive 
of the armed budmashes of the city, and exclusive also of four or five regiments that fled to 
Lucknow from Futtebpore, with three to five guns, amounting to certainly not less than 3,000. 
The total aggregate , of . hostile forces, in Lucknow on the 26th January not less than 120,000 
of all arms. Since that date several of the zemindars’ troops have left Lucknow, but their 
places have been much more than supplied by the regiments ordered in from the district.' 
“ Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 455. 
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less than 4-, 000 of all ranks.” Of these the forts of Alumhagh and 
Jellalahad absorbed about 600 men, brigade and camp duties 450 more, 
and thus after deducting sick and wounded there remained of all arms 
and ranks (European and Native) little more than 2,000 available 
for action during the absence of the convoys (averaging 450 nien) 
which we had fortnightly to send to Cawnpore.'^ * 

Outram acting under orders took up his position on the plain 
of Alumhagh to hold the armed hosts of Lucknow in check until 
the Commander-in-Chief was ready to undertake the capture of that 
city, which he hoped would be in a very few months. But for 
strategic reasons he disliked the position : its close proximity to the 
city enabled the enemy to attack him when they thought fit,, and to 
make good-their retreat when defeated. It was also cfanpped and open 
to surprises. When Outram therefore heard that Colin Campbell 
proposed to defer the capture of Lucknow till the next winter, a 
period of ten or twelve months, he considered it his duty, not as a 
General of a Division but as Chief Commissioner of Oudh, to re- 
commend a withdrawal of his forces to some post near Cawnpore. 
He argued “ it is immaterial what particular spot in Oudh is held as 


• Corps 
Artillery 
Cavalry — 

Military Train 
Volunteer Cavalry ... 

12th Irregular Cavalry 
Oudh Irregular Cavalry 
Infantry — 

6th Fusiliers 
64th Foot 

75th Foot ... 

78th Highlanders ... 

90th Light Infantry 
18th Madras Fusiliere 
Ferozenore Regiment 
Madras Sappers 

a7th Madras Native Infantry ... 


Detachment. 



Europeans. 

Native, 
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108 

• •• 

221 

• •a 

• •• 

67 


... 

3 

240 

• a • 

II* 1 

37 

• •• 

... 526 



... 431 


« t • 

355 


• tt 

... 439 



591 


• •• 

411 


• •• 

6 

295 

• • 

4 

110 


9 

457 


3,395 1,047 
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a proof that we have not deserted it, so long as a footing is retained 
in the province ; for no civil government can be exercised so long 
as we are not in possession of the capital itself,”* To continue 
to hold a position in the immediate neighbourhood of Lucknow he 
considered “ would render necessary the employment of a much larger 
body of troops to maintain their post and keep up their communi- 
cations with Cawnpore; and also, remaining in the vicinity of the. 
city, without making any effort to take it, would be a declaration 
of weakness, which under the present circumstances is in every way 
to be deprecated.” Outram, however, begged the Governor-General 
distinctly to understand “ that he only advocates the withdrawal of 
this force from its present position, in the event of the re-conquest 
of the capital and of Oudh during the present season being definitely 
abandoned. If, on the other hand, it be contemplated to undertake 
these operations, he is of opinion that political considerations im- 
peratively demand that our present position be maintained at any 
cost.” It was maintained and at little cost, by the energy, skill and 
courage of conception and execution of Outram, 

.S|r Colin Campbell, however, refused to realise the dangers and 
difficulties of Outram’s position. After the defeat of the 'Gwalior 
contingejit at Cawnpore a memorandum by the Chief of the Staff 
was sent to Outram stating that the Commander-in-Chief was of 
opinion that he should take immediate steps in pursuance of the 
advantage gained to put his communications with Cawnpore in a 
thoroughly effective condition. “You will therefore on the receipt 
of this memorandum, detach to the rear 400 European soldiers, 200 
Madras Infantry, Captain Olpherts’s Light Field Battery and half your 
cavalry, with all your camels.” To this large demand upon his 
resources Outram felt bound to demur. He reminded the Commander- 
in-Chief that in a letter to, the Governor-General in Council which 
was forwarded under a fiying seal for the Commander-in-Ohief s 
information he had stated : — " We have barely carriage for a weak 
brigade, which, however, would not be detached with prudence to a 
distance involving an absence of more than a day, without exposing 
the camp to considerable risk, menaced as it is by many thousands 
of the enemy, supported by several guns posted in the gardens and 

* “James Outram ; A Biography,” by Major-General Sir F. J. Goldsmid, C.B., k.c.s i.. 
Volume II, page 285. 



'372 


INTEODUCTION 


enclosures on • this side of the canal, on* our ■ front, and flanks, "which 
daily send round shot into our advanced posts, though from so great 
a distance as to do no injury.” Outram, besides drawing attention 
to this passage in his letter to the Governor-General, further informed 
the Commander-in-Chief that the enemy were , busily employed in 
erecting a battery on his left flank which might become offensive 
at any moment, that they had brought out two horse artillery, guns 
“which might do much harm by moving on our flanks if we had 
no guns of a similar description to oppose them,” that the cavalry 
force was most inefficient, that detaching 200 Madras Infantry from 
Bunnee Avould weaken too much that most important , post which was 
already threatened by the enemy. Finally, Outram pointed out the 
extensive nature of his position.* In reply to his letter he re- 
ceived a second Memorandum from the Chief of the Staff informing 
him that “It is a subject of the deepest regret to His Excellency 
that he cannot concede to the reasoning of Sir James Outram. “ His 
Excellency intreats Sir James Outram to believe that he is fully 
alive to the circumstances of his position, and he does not think it 
possible for him to be threatened by any real danger. 

“Including the post of Alumbagh and Bunnee Sir James Outram 
has at his disposal 4,400 fighting men, of which the bulk is composed 
of European infantry, besides a very powerful infantry artillery. 

“ The effect of the late success on the right bank of the Ganges 
cannot but be felt throughout the Province of Oudh as elsewhere. 

■ “ If the left be threatened by a battery His Excellency - would 
suggest the advisability of attacking and destroying it before it can 
-become a cause of annoyance. 

“ If on the occasion of a detachment going out, Sir James has 
"fears for his position. His Excellency would further venture to suggest 
that the front of the camp should be contracted, or that it should be 
converted into a bivouac in case of really imminent danger.’^. 

The tone of the memorandum reveals the fault which marred 
the great ability of the Chief of the Staff. It was hardly necessary to 
inform a man" of Outram^s standing and brilliant service that if a 
battery annoyed him he should destroy it, and the Chief of -the Staff 
too hastily supposed- that the- effect of the late success on the 

•From Colonel Berkeley, to the Chief of the Staff, dated Camp Alumbagh, 11th 
December 1857. “Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 418. 
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’right hank- of the Ganges ■ cannot' hut he felt throughout the 
province of Oudh to an appreciable degree as elsewhere. It certainly 
was not felt in Oudh to any appreciable degree. As to the obvious 
suggestions that he should destroy the battery . and contract his 
’ front Outram replied : ' “ It would he entirely out of my power to 
destroy the batteries alluded to — that is to say, I could not take 
the guns, for my spies inform me that the horses are always kept 
harnessed in readiness for immediate flight. All that I could ■ do, 
therefore, would' be to destroy the work itself, which would involve 
loss of men to no purpose, from the enemy’s musketry in the 
neighbouring cover, -as the insurgents have unlimited command of 

• labour, and in the course of a very few days would erect another 
battery, in the same or in an adjacent position. Neither could I 
contract my front in proportion to the diminution of my force. I 
cannot retire from either flank position without abandoning strong 
posts which tjjie enemy would immediately occupy, and thus acquire 
the power of doing us much rnischief ; nor could they be dislodged 
without more loss than I should care to have to report for your Excel- 
lency’s information.” * The arrangements for the convoys were hence- 
forth left' to the discretion, of Sir James Outram. He calculated in 
each case the strength of the escort according to the exigencies of the 

' time and situation, and not one was ever molested. 

At first the rebels of Lncknow were no doubt depressed by the 
severe blows -which Odlin Campbell had dealt them, but when they 
received large accessions from the sepoys dispersed in other parts by 
the Commander-inrOhief, and when our victories were not followed up 
by any decisive action, their courage and hopes revived. Exaggerated 
accounts of the minor successes gained by rebel bands also reached 

• them. Skirmishes between our advanced pickets and those of the 

• enemy grew more . frequent, and on the 21st of December Sir. James 
Outram learnt from his spies that the enemy contemplated' surround- 
ing his position in order to cut off supplies, stop all foraging expedi- 
tions, and to intercept his communication with Bunnee. With this 
object they despatched, a force to Guilee, a village three miles from the 
camp, situated a- little to the right of the road to Dilkusha. On 
the evening of- the 21st • he was infoi’med that the rebels had been 

James Outram : A Biography,” • by Major-General Sir R. Goldsmid, c.b., k.c s.i.. 
Volume II, page 287. 
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reinforced ;and that their strength amounted to about 4,000,infahtry, 400 
cavalry, and eight field guns * Having also ascertained that a space of 
about'half^a mile intervened between their position and the gardens 
skirting the canal and the Dilkoosha, Outram moved out at 5 A,M. on 
the 22ad of December in the hope of surprising them at daybreak, and 
intercepting their retreat to the city. His forces consisted of li227 
dnfantry under Brigadier Stokes, 190 cavalry under Major Robertson, 
and six 9-pounder guns under Captain Olpherts. The right column 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Parnell, Her Majesty’s 90th 
Regiment, consisting of detachments of the 78th and 90th Regiments 
and of the Ferozepore Regiment of Sikhs, with a cheer dashed at a 
strong position held by the rebels. “ They were met by a heavy fire. 
Regardless of the overwhelming numbers, and of the six guns reported 
to be posted there, the suddenness of the attack and the spirited way 
in which it was executed, resulted in the immediate flight of the enemy 
%vith hardly a casualty on our side.” f Colonel Grey in qommand of the 
left column consisting of 400 men of Her Majesty’s 5th Fusiliers made 
a simultaneous attack on the adjacent village of 'Guilee, drove the enerny 
from it, and captured two guns. The flying foe were pursued across 
the plain by the volunteer cavalry under Captain Barrow until they 
found refuge in a village from which they opened a fire of grape and 
musketry. They were, however, speedily dislodged by the assistance of 
two of Captain Olpherts’s guns under the command of Lieutenant 
Smithett, and changing their line of retreat they endeavoured co reach 
the city by the way of the Dilkoosha. The military -train under Major 
Robertson having been however despatched to make a flank movement 
followed them up so rapidly that they dispersed their cavalry, and 
drove their guns into a ravine where they were captured. Being far 
ahead of the infantry the military train were however' unable to 
remove them. A large body of fresh troops from the city menaced their 
front. The main body of the enemy of about 2,000 infantry who, on 
having their rear assailed, had begun to withdraw to the city, seeing 
their guns in possession of so small a force menaced their right flank. ’ 
“ But by the bold front shown by the military train, and the gallant 
advance of the skirmishers, they were held at bay until the arrival 

• Afterwards ascertained to have been only four; all of which were captured. 

t Division Ordera issund by Major-General Sir James Outram, g.c.b,, dated Camp , 
Alumbagh, ZSrd December 1857. 
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of a party of the 6th Fusiliers and two 9-pounder guns under Captain 
Olpherts completely secured- the capture of the guns, and enabled a 
worhing party of the Madras Sappers under the command of 
" Lieutenant Ogilvie to extricate them from the ravine into which 
they had- been driven.” * In Division Orders Sir James expresses his 
warm acknowledgments to the officers and men -and records his 
approval of the conduct of Staff Sergeant Roddy “who was in 
command of the two guns attached to Colonel Grey's column and 
whom his commanding officer, Captain Olpherts, has mentioned for the 
able way in which he brought his guns into action and the good 
service he rendered in covering the rapid advance of the column.” 

In forwarding Outram's report of the action to the Government 
the Oommander-in-Chief states that he “ considers the whole affair 
to have been extremely well conducted and to reflect much credit on 
the troops engaged.” J 

The enemy defeated but undismayed made another attack three 
weeks later. Early in January reports reached Outram that Mansoob 
Ali,- one of the rebel leaders, was collecting men and receiving 
reinforcements from Lucknow to intercept • his communications. He 
therefore sent a stronger escort than usual with his convoy on its way 
from Cawnpore, consisting of 450 infantry, 4 guns, and 80 cavalry. 
The rebels knowing of this reduction of. his force determined to attack 
him. At sunrise on the 12th of January they came forth 30,000 
strong and gradually spread round the whole front and flanks of his 
position. But Outram had made such dispositions of his small forces 
and outpost as were necessary and was, ready to receive them. As 
soon as their movements were decidedly in advance, the brigades —the 
right mustering 713, and the left 733 Europeans and 100 men of the 
regiment of Ferozepore — were formed in front, of their lines. The 
enemy first advanced upon the left front and flank, but, as soon as 

* Division Orders issued by Major-General Sir James Outram, o.c.n., dated Camp 
Alumbagh, 23rd December 1857. "Indian Mutiny,’* Volume III, page 422. 

•j- “ Major Robertson has also brought to his notice the great assistance he received on 
every occasion from Captain Lane, 5th Bengal Light Cavalry, and Lieutenant Rich, Her 
Majesty^s 9th Lancers, attached to the military train. Di-vision Ordfers issued by Major- 
Gfeneral Sir James Outram, g.c.b.,, dated Camp Alumbagh, 23rd December 1857. 

J From the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, to the Seoretarj to the Government of 
India, Military DepartmenC dated Head. Quarters Camp Pura, December 1857. " Indian 
Mutiny,” Volume* III, page 421. 


Attack 

made by 

enemy on 

Outram’s 

position, 

12th 

January 



376 


INTRODUCTION 


Attack of 
the enemy, 
16 th Jan- 
uary 


they were fairly withiii range they were, met by such a severe fire of 
artillery from Alumbagh and from the advanced batteries of the 
outposts on the left front and centre that they fled with the utmost 
precipitation. On the left rear Major Olpherts moved out his guns 
at a gallop, and advancing well to his front completely drove off and 
dispersed a very large body of infantry and cavalry which was 
endeavouring to penetrate to our rear, turning them back towards the 
city, and doing much execution by the fire of his guns on their masses 
at 500 yards. At this time Outram received a report that Alumbagh 
and his eight advanced outposts of Jellalabad were threatened. On 
proceeding to the right he found that the enemy had brought three 
horse artillery guns supported by an immense mass of infantry against 
the picquet which connected his right with Jellalabad. It had 
fortunately been strengthened to 100 men with two guns. ^ Outrarh 
moved the regiment of Ferozepore and the 5th Fusiliers, with two 
guns of Moir’s Bullock Battery, from the right brigade to the front, 
taking the enemy in flank and driving them back. They were 
then exposed to the fire of Maude^s guns from Alumbagh which 
played upon them with great effect."” About" the same time the. 
enemy again advanced on the left and the right and’ were again 
repulsed. Simultaneously thay advanced' on the Alumbagh, but the 
fire of Maude’s guns and of the riflemen soon scattered them. By 
five o’clock in the afternoon the whole of the enemy had disappeared. 

Four days later they made another .attack, and though they did 
not show in such general strength, it was more bold than before. In 
the morning led by a Hindu devotee dressed as Hanuman, the monkey 
god, a large body made a sudden rush on the J ellalabad picquet, but 
they were received with a tearing fire which promptly drove them 
back lea"ving on the ground their leader. Throughout the day they 
continued to advance skirmishing • and threatening an attack on the 
left, but they suffered severely whenever they ventured within range. 
When darkness fell they attacked in great extent the villages oh 
the extreme left. Major Gordon, 75th Regiment, allowed them to 
approach within 80 yards of the front , when he met them with. a. 
withering fire of grape and musketry. A vast number were swept 
down at once and the remainder fled. “ Some shells from an 8-inch 
mortar expedited their retreat,’" Meanwhile a large body of cavalry had 
showed on the left rear, and were safely left to the vigilance of 
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Captain Olpherts, who watched and kept them in' check' with ■ hia 
four horse artillery guns, supported by. a detachment of the inilitary 
train under Captain Clarke. The loss of the enemy was severe. 

The rebels though beaten off continued day by day to gain a better 
knowledge of the ground around Outram'’s position, and taking advan- 
tage of every cover they diligently entrenched themselves and harassed 
his troops by demonstrations of attacks. On the 15th February a 
• strong body of horsemen supported by infantry were spied moving to 
our left rear. A convoy was approaching, and as a violent dust storm 
was blowing at the time they calculated the}’^ would get near it 
unobserved. -But Outram straightway ordered out two of Captain 
Olpherts’s horsed guns and a troop of the military train to observe their 
movements. A further report of the enemy’s increasing strength being 
made he supported them with the rest of the battery, the remainder of 
the military train, a detachment of horse, and Her Majesty’s 90th 
Light Infantry. 

“ In the meanwhile a portion of the enemy’s cavalry escorting a 
person in a palankeen having advanced well into the open, Captain 
. Olpherts’s two guns and the troop of the military train galloped to the 
front and opened on them with grape, killing and wounding several and 
dispersing the remainder. I have since been informed that it was the 
Moulvi himself who headed ■ this party and that he was severely 
wounded.'” * ' 

The next day the enemy again filled their trenches with men and 
assembled in vast numbers under the groves of fine mango trees in their 
rear. At the same time a body of cavalry and infantry was detached 
to threaten our left flank. During the morning they made several 
demonstrations of attack, but after much show thej'^ retired. About 
sunset their .buglers again sounded and they suddenly issued in clouds 
of skirmishers from the trenches, advancing for some distance toAvards 
our batteries on the left and centre ofour line. Under cover of a 
smart musketry fire a mass of them with loud shouts of “ Chalo, bhai ” 
(“ Come on, brother ”) made a rush at the outposts of the left front 
village. But “ they Avere repulsed by the picquet consisting of 200 
men of the 90th Light Infantry under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 

* From Major-General Sir James Outram, o.c.b.. Commanding 1st Division, to the 
Deputy Adjutant-Goneral of the Army, dated Camp .Aluinbagh, 17ih February 1858. “India 
Mutiny,” Volume III, page 440. 
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Smith of that regiment, losing a good many men, 'the '90th having three 
wounded. As- soon as it was dark they concentrated a very heavy 
musketry fire on the north and oast faces ' of the Alumhagh, which 
they continued for about two hours, but which.fortunately did no harm ; 
they did not finally retire until 8-30 p.m. Their loss must have been ' 
severe, as their flashes gave an excellent line for our guns which 
opened on them with shrapnel shell and grape.’^ * 

The rebels, advised of the approach of the two columns from' the 
eastern frontier of Oudh and of the great preparations being made in 
Cawnpore by Sir Colin for an immediate advance, saw that no time was to 
be lost if they were to drive Outram from his position. There had been 
for some weeks dissensions in their ranks, but in the face ofa great im- 
pending danger they forgot for a moment their old animosities, and the 
Hindus swore on the Ganges and the Mahomedans on the Koran that they 
■would slay the British at the Alumbagh or perish in the attempt. 
The time was opportune. A large convoy they knew was on the road 
from Cawnpore and the escort for this had taken away most of Outram^s 
cavalry. Sunday, the 21st of February, was a favourable day to .strike ' 
the decisive blow. Their spies told them that Outram, bis oEScers, and 
the majority of his men attended church parade on the Sabbath. But 
Outram also had spies. Late on Saturday evening he was informed of 
the proposed operations of the enemy. At the first streak of day 
twenty thousand rebel troops ■u'ith a large train of artillery silently 
emerged from their shelter in the city and adjacent villages, and having' 
filled their trenches with as many men as they could hold they massed 
their infantry in the groves in support of them.. Then they commenced 
a simultaneous movement round both our flanks at the same time, 
threatening the whole length of our position and attacking the north- 
east corner of the Alumbagh and also the picquet and fort of Jellalabad 
against "which they brought four guns.” Outram on perceiving, their 
intention immediately reinforced these posts. The enemy under cover 
of long grass and underwood came on to deliver the assault. But no 
sooner had the}’^ advanced within grape shot when our guns sent many 
a blast of grape tearing through them. Meanwhile Outram detached 
about 250 cavalry and two guns to the rear of the fort of Jellalabad 

* From Mnjor-Gonoral Sir James Outram, g.c.b.. Commanding 1st Division, to the Deputy 
A.iiuiont-Gcneral of the Army, dated Camp Alumbagh, 17th February 1858. “ Indian 
Iilutiiiy,” Volume III, page 139. 



l^TnODUCTIOJ? 


379 


^vhere they suddenly surprised about two thousand of the enemy’s 
cavah'y. • “ Our guns immediately opened on them killing several Avhich 
caused them to withdraw to the immediate vicinity of the infantry 
attacking the fort.” * They ’ remained there till the attack was aban- 
doned when all withdrew towards the city. About ten thousand 
infantry and five hundred cavalry also attacked our left flank, but five 
field guns and a squadron of the military train quickly sent them 
back. Before the day was half spent the ' assailants broken and 
dispirited retired to the city. 

Tour daj's after this morbif3dng repulse they however again 
renewed the assault. The Queen Regent and her son, the Prime 
Minister, and the principal nobles mounted on state elephants came 
out of the city to encourage the assailants and witness their triumph. 
About 9 A.M., large bodies of infantry and cavalry with 'four guns 
advanced from their tranches which were filled with men and menaced 
our left. At the same moment thirty regiments of infantry, one 
thousand cavalry, and eight guns also moved out against our right 
accompanied by the Ro.yal procession. A strong body held the village 
and topes in front of their outwoi'ks while the remainder with two 
guns swung round the right rear, occupied the groves immediately to 
the east of Jellalabad, and poured a shower of shells into the citadel. 
Outram at once sent Barrow’s Volunteers and Wall’s Horse to sweep 
round and take them. in the rear. After having given them sufficient 
time to make the movement, he himself soon after 10 A.M. moved out 
with the 1st , Brigade under Brigadier Russell, Olphercs’s Field Battery, 
Remington’s Troop of Bengal Horse Artillery, the military train, a 
squadron of the '7th Hussai's, Hodson’s Horse f and Graham’s Horse to 

-♦ From Major-General Sir James Outram, g.c.b., Commane’ini; 1st Divisio", to Jlajor 
H. VV. Norman, Deputy Ailjutant-Geneml of the Army, dated Camp Alumbagh, 2lBt Febru- 
ary 1858. 

t/‘Up to the 25th February troops had been gradually arriving, the 7tli Hussars, Hodson’s 
Horse, the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, and a battery of Horse Artillery having arrived." “ Outram et 
the Alumbagh '‘The Calcutta Review, ” Volume XXXIV, page 9. 

Sir James Outram writes : — “ Colonel Berkeley, my able and zealous Military Secretary, 
whose knowledge of the ground was of great service to Brigadier Campbell in cutting off the 
enemy’s retreat, was wounded while gallantly charging at the head of Hbdson’s Horse, as was 
Lieutenant Morrison while rendering to Barrow and 'Wall assistance similar to that which 
Colonel Berkeley- afforded the Brigadier.” From Mijor-General Sir James Outr.ira, g.c.b.. 
Commanding 1st Division, to the Deputy AdjutaDt-General of the Army, dated Camp 
Alumbagh, 26th February 1858. 

Hodson in his Diary writes, March 11th: — “There has been a gre.il fuss abour the 
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attack and intercepb them. As Outram advanced a portion of the 
enemy's reserve made a demonstration against his left, but Olpherts 
at once wheeled his four guns to the left and advancing a little distance 
unlimbered and opened fire. The Royal, pomp swiftly left the field. 
Then Remington taking up a position about four hundred .yards to the 
left and in advance of Olpherts’s opened fire on the foe as they fell back, 
and supported by a squadron of the 7 th Hussars and by Brasyer's 
Sikhs held them in check. The column then moved forward, flanked 
on the left by Major Campbell of the Baj’-s with the Native Oavahy. 
The enemy on hearing the fire of Remington’s guns had begun a 
retreat. It was quickly converted into a rout. The two bodies of 
cavalry swept down on their flanks.' Hodson’s troopers for a second 
hesitated, but their gallant commander supported by the Native 
officers and Gough, the Adjutant, led the way and charged the guns. A 
rebel trooper ran his spear into Gough, who would have been a dead 
man, if Hodson had not at that moment cut down his opponent. 
One gun was captured and the enemy Avere driven aAvay from the other. 
But they swiftly rallied and poured ’ a steady fire on the small band 
who kept them at bay. The military train rushed up, secured the 
guns, and the enemy fled. At 1 P.m. they had vanished. “Judging 
from the corpses Avhich strewed the field Avhere the cavalry had charged, 
and from the dense masses upon Avhich oirr guns repeatedly opened, 
the enemy’s casualties must have been heavy.” * 

About 4. P.M. they hoAvever again moved out . against Outram. 
“ On this occasion they directed their principal efiorts against our left, 
and evinced more spirit and determination than they had hitherto' 
done. Repeatedly they advanced within grape and musket range, and 
as they ever met Avith a AA'^arm reception from our guns and Enfields, 
especially from those of the left front picquet, commanded by Major 
Master of the 5th Fusiliers, they must have suffered severely." t 

matter ; Sir Colin having taken great and very just offence at its being reported to him that the 
Cavalry were ' led ’ by Colonel — a staff officer * f * He got wounded and then was officinlly 
reported to hove ‘ led the cavalry,’ wherens we had Brigndier Campbell (a capital officer), at.d 
Colonel Haggavt, of the 7th Hussars, present besides the officers commanding regiments, 
gvorumparifui.” “ Hudson of Hodson’s Horse,” page 284. 

♦Prom Major-General Sir James Outram, G.c.n., Commanding 1st Division, to the 
Deputy Adjutant. General of the Army, dated Camp Alumbagh, 25th Pohruary 1858. “ Indian 
Mutiny,” Volume III, page 440, 

t I'oid. Ibid. 
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Thus ended ' the last attempt of the enemy to take by assault 
Outram’s position. For more than twelve weeks he had with a small 
body of British soldiers gallantly held the extended position whfch he 
was by circumstances compelled to take up against a hundred 
and twenty thousand rebels mainly disciplined soldiers, and had re- 
pulsed their fiercest attacks. The sepoys proved by their heavy losses 
that it was not courage in which' they were lacking, but, as at Delhi, 
leadership. If they had been led by men who -were acquainted with 
the operations of war the English Commander would have found it 
impossible to hold his extended position and keep open his communica- 
tion with Cawnpore. Outram’s success was due not only to his quality 
as an able and daring commander but his all-enduring fortitude, his 
unflagging cheerfulness and all-embracing sympathy as a man. He 
kindled the same enthusiasm among the soldiers as he had done among 
the wild and savage Bhils. They knew his deep trust, his earnest 
anxiety to promote their comfort and provide for their amusement. 
Why his men loved him is shown by an account of his daily ride 
round the pickets by one who paid his camp a flying visit and accom- 
panied him. “ As we rode,” he writes, “ at what seemed a studiously slow 
pace across the open plain between the centre pickets and Alumbagh, the 
General received his customary salute of round shot from a heavy gun 
in the enemy’s front battery, which the soldiers had nicknamed ‘ Nancy 
Dawson.’ Several whizzed bj', noticed only by a pariah dog, which had 
a narrow shave. At the Alumbagh the site of Havelock’s grave was 
pointed out, and from one of the bastions I saw once more extended 
before me the gardens and suburbs of Lucknow, a fair scene in which 
lurked much mischief. Signs of the enemy were discernible within 
easy range, but Nanc3’^’s noisy greeting is all I recollect of them. 
Jellalabad leaves the impression of a peaceful and picturesque Indian 
landscape, with its crumbling fort, jheel and tempting topes of trees. 
As to the other defences, it seemed to a non-military eye, that there 
"were few anywhere and that for long stretches there was nothing at all 
to prevent the swarms of Lucknow from coming in where they pleased. 
Sir James had a cheery word for officers and men at each post, gener- 
ally some small compliment — such as a regret the enemy would not come 
on, because you’re always so well prepared — and his visit seemed a wel- 
come one, everywhere. As you know, he could be uncommonly ira^. 
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on provocation, but there was nothing to find fault, with on that day. 
I was told that when he did ' let out ' at anyone, especiall}'^ a youpgster, 
he was not comfortable till he had made it up by some kind word or 
deed, and that as often as not a ‘ wig ’ ended by the offer of a cheroot — 
a valuable gift at the Alumbagh. His holster was stuffed with these 
luxuries, instead of a revolver, and he dispensed them right liberally.'’ 

By infusing his own ardour and serene confidence into the whole 
force Outram was able to hold an almost untenable position. Full 
justice was not done b}^ Sir Colin Campbell of the Chief of the Staff 
to Outram ’s defence of Alumbagh, which must be viewed as a fine - 
example of courage and good conduct, and ■will always stand out as a 
glorious episode in the annals of the Indian Mutiny. 

The enemy saw that the crisis Avas near. Sir Colin's army Avas 
approaching the citj^ and they strenuously^’strove to extend and perfect 
the AAmrks on Avhich many thousands of Avorkmen had been unceasingly 
employed for the past three months. The pidmary object of the earth- 
Avorks Avas to bar our approach to the Kaiser Bagh, or Royal Palace, 
about 400 yards square, containing several tombs and range of buildings. 
It had not been originally fortified but had been strengthened since the 
last occupation of the Residency by British troops, and Avas noAv regarded 
by the rebels as a citadel and the key of their position. The line 
of the canal was the first or outer one. They had strengthened its 
loAver shalloAv end, Avhere Colin Campbell had crossed Avhen he relieved 
the garrison, by a deep and straight cut made to the river. They broke 
doAvu bridges, they scarped the banks of the canal Avhich served them as 
a Avet ditch, and they built on the inner ba,nk from its junction Avith 
the river to the Charbagh a formidable I’ampart of earth Avith bastions. 
A strong battery for three guns, resting against a mass of buildings 
called the Hazratgunge, supported the outer bases at the junction of 
three main roads. The second line starting from the river and passing 
in front of the Moti Mehal and encircling the Mess-House stretched 
to the Hazratgunge main street of the city, Avhich it joined at the 
small Imambara. The third line at right angles to the first tAA'o defended 
the Kaiser Bagh, Avhose rear Avas closed in by a mass of buildings 
through which appi’oach would have been dangerous to the assailant. 
About 131 guns and mortars of various calibres Avere mounted bn 
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these works. But formidable as these lines were the' ' enemy did not- 
en'tirely rely on them ; they had loopholed and fortified almost every 
house and enclosure, constructed strong counter-guards in front of the 
gatewaj^s/and placed stockades and traverses across each ofthe principal 
streets and constructed isolated batteries to sweep down them.* The 
enemy's works were vast and strong, but there was a cardinal fault in 
design, and of that Sir Colin took prompt advantage in his attack. The 
works rested on a river which could be easily crossed and then they 
could be enfiladed and taken in reverse by our batteries. 

During the month of January Sir Colin Campbell laboured strenu- 
ously in arranging the measures necessary for the reduction of 
Lucknow. No time had been lost in issuing the requisite orders. On 
the 11th of January Sir Colin wrote to Lord Canning : — “ We are all 
hard at woi’k and have been ever since the receipt of your first letter. 
Indent and carriages to a large extent have been sent to Agra for the 
necessary siege-train." f An army large enough to operate with success 
bad to be concentrated at Cawnpore. Two 68-pounders had to be trans- 
ported there from Allahabad, and at that spot had to be collected 
the provisions, carriages, and munitions of war required for a great 
siege. The siege-train from Agra had to travel one hundred and 
seventy miles and could not reach Cawnpore before the first week in 
February at the earliest. A pause in the main operations became 
inevitable. But as the proposed advance on Lucknow was kept- a 
secret, neither the public nor the troops could understand the cause 
of the delay, and Sir Colin did not escape the wrath of ignorance. 
He was violently assailed for the delay and accused of indecision, 
dilatoriness, and wasting the best of the cold weather. :j; Keeping his 

• Report from the Chief JEngineer to the Chief of the Stiff, La Martiniere, 31st March 
1858. " Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, Appendix. “As the main streets were also commanded 
by bastions and barricades, and every building of importance, besides being loopholed, had an 
outer work protecting the entrance.” Ibid. Ibid. 

t“Life of Sir Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde,” by Lieutenant-General Shadwell, c.b.. 
Volume II, page 97. 

J “There appeared in the a critique of his conduct up to May 1858, which was 

dated from Dublin and signed by ‘A disabled officer,’ who had just returned from the war. It 
is instructive to read by the light of facts the criticism of the hour. The writer states — 'Did 
the Chief now act ? No, not a bit of it, not he, foolish people should not hurry him. Day 
after day, and week after week, and still the long roads of white tents stood motionless, or 
made but very petty and partial moves, while the sun got warmer and warmer, till at last 
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own counsel, the Commander-in-Chief developed his plans indifferent to 
the abuse poured on him. He remained at Fatehgarh as the best 
strategic centre for protecting the transport of the siege-train fi-ora 
Agra to Oawnpore, and for despatching troops to any quarter severely 
threatened by the enemy from Oudh, Rohilcund, or the trans- Jumna 
territories. On the high road to Bareilly, seventy-seven miles distant, 
and on a direct country road to Lucknow, one hundred and eleven miles 
distant, Fatehgarh was equally conveniently situated for an advance 
either into Bohilcund or upon Lucknow, and the rebels were long kept 
in a state of uncertainty as to which was his immediate object. In 
fact Sir Colin did his best to create a belief that an immediate advance 
into Bohilcund was to be undertaken. On the 19th of Januaiy he 
Avrote to Lord Canning: — “ It has appeared to me necessary owing to 
the very disturbed state of the country to keep up as long as possible 
the delusion that I am about to operate on Rohilcund/' * For this 
purpose he sent on the 12th of January Walpole and his brigade, guns, 
some cavalry and sappers, along the Bohilcund road to take position on 
the Bamgunga river, a deep tributary of the Ganges. The day before 
the enemy had destroyed the bridge of boats across it. Materials were , 
collected and Walpole made a great show of repairing it. The Com- 
raander-in-Chief with his Staff rode out to examine the spot. The 
enemy Avas deceived. For twelve days he remained in force on the 
banks of the Bamgunga ready to oppose our advance into Bohilcund. 
Then a column 5,000 strong with five guns crossing the Bamgunga 
above the broken bridge, marched to the Ganges Avhich they also 
crossed and occupied the village of Shumshabad. On the night of 
the 26th of February Brigadier Hope Avith tAvo troops of 
Bengal Artillery ; tAA'o squadrons, 9th Lancers ; Her Majesty’s 42nd 
Highlanders; Her Majesty’s 93rd Highlanders ; the 4th Punjab Rifles ; 
and the bead-quarters of Hodson’s Horse, Avhich had returned to camp 

February also TIBS actually gone and still nothing vpaa done. .By this time iu truth those 
Tvhose faith in Sir Colin was not very strong could stand it no longer, and began audibly to 
swear. The cold weather was gone, and the heat was upon us, yet the campaign not really 
commenced.’” 

"We remained a whole month at Fatehgarh and loud were the complaints in camp at tlie 
unaccountable delay. Those who accused him of ' indecision, dilatoriness, and wasting the 
beat of the cold weather,’ could not have known how little hedosorved their censure.” “ Forty- 
one Year* in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Koberts, k t,, v.c., Volume I, page 337. 

* ‘‘ Life of Sir Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde,” by Lieutenant-General Sbadwcll, c.u,, 
A^olumo II, page 103. 
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from the Ramguuga that day, marched out against it. A thick fog 
compelled Hope to move cautiously and it was 8 o’clock before the 
column closed up under cover of the village of Shumshabad. About 
three-quarters of a mile bejmnd it, the rebels, who were in considerable 
force, had taken jDost in a good natural position and had strengthened 
it with trenches and batteries. It was on a gentle rising ground 
terminating abruptly in a knoll some thirty or forty feet high which 
looked upon a plain of great extent. On the knoll was a brick 
building, the shrine of a Mussulman saint, and the place was surrounded 
by the remains of an old entrenchment upon which they had 
raised a sand-bag battery. Their front was defended by a deep 
ravine (impassable for cavalry or guns) which runs at right angles 
across the road to Mhow along which the column movedi.’^ * Their 
right had a slope down the plain which afforded them an easy escape. 
No sooner had our troops Come within range when the enemy opened 
a well directed fire of round shot. Macdowall, Hodson’s gallant second- 
in-command, received a mortal wound. Remington then supported 
by Hodson’s Horse led his troop of horse artillery at a gallop across 
the bridge, and wheeling to the right opened fire on the flank of •the 
enemy’s camp. The rebel cavalry made a daring attempt to outflank 
and cut off these guns, but were boldly met by Hodson. “ We had 
a very stiff fight of it, as Ave were far in advance of the rest of the 
troops, and had to charge a very superior body of the mutineer 
cavalry, but there was nothiug for it but fighting, as bad we not 
attacked them', they would have got in amongst our guns. We were 
only three officers and about 180 horsemen. It was a terrible melde 
for some time, and we were most wonderfully preserved.” f Hodson, 
lioAvever, got two sabre cubs on his right arm. The 9bh Lancers under 
Captain Steele quickly coming to his support drove the enemy 
over a steep bank into the plain beloAV. Adrian Hope then advancing 
with his infantry carried the rebel camp Avith a rush. 

Sir Colin Campbell felt that the time had come Avhen he might 
with safety disclose his plan and Avithdraw his force to CaAvnporc, the 
base of his future movements, in the hope of immediately undertaking 

» Brigadier A. Hope, Lieutenant-Colonel, 93rd Highlanders, Commanding 3rd Brigade 
of Infantry, to the Chief of the Staff, Camp near Fatehgarh,- January 2Sth, 1858. 

t “ Hodson of Hodson’s Ho-sc,” by George Hodson, page 272. 
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the siege of LucknoWi The enemy had fled discomfited across the 
Ganges : the force collected in the Punjab for the purpose of threaten-' 
ing Eohilkhand from the north-west was expected to reach Umballa 
on the 1st of February: the siege-train was well on its way to 
Cawnpore. On the 27th of January he despatched to that city the 
1st Bengal Fusiliers and the next day he sent after them a squadron 
of the Lahore Light Horse. On the 1st of February Sir Colin himself, 
accompanied by a troop of Bengal Horse Artillery, the 9th Lancers and 
a squadron of Bengal Cavalry, set out for Cawnpore, which by forced 
marches he reached in four days, having done eighty-two miles. 
Brigadier-General Hope Grant started a few hours after the Com- 
mander-in-Chief with the head-quarters of the cavalry and artillery 
and Hope’s Brigade, leaving at Fatehgarh, a troop of Bengal Horse 
Artillery to join Brigadier Walpole’s force which had been recalled 
from the Eamgunga. Hope Grant was ordered to reach Cawnpore by 
■the usual .marches. Walpole was directed to remain at Fatehgarh 
for three days, when, if not followed by the enemy, he was to move 
towards Cawnpore, leaving a garrison consisting of the 82nd Foot, a 
light field battery of Eoyal Artillery, a few sappers, and a body of 
police cavalry under the command of Colonel Hale of the 82ad to 
hold Fatehgarh. 

On the morning of Sir Colin’s arrival at Cawnpore the 7th 
Hussars, Anderson’s troop Eoyal Horse Artillery, and the 79th High- 
landers crossed the Ganges and encamped at Unao, whose blackened 
parapets bore traces of Havelock’s hard won victory. “ Where the 
dead were buried no one knew.” A brief time had passed since they 
fell. At midnight on the 20th of J uly Havelock saw his Highlanders 
formed across the Ganges— the first of a small band, twelve hundred 
Europeans all told, who were going forth on the desperate enterprise 
of relieving their countrymen at Lucknow. Yet a few months, 
and England was prepared to put forth her strength, and Cawnpore 
witnessed a different scene. Across two good bridges of boats about 
half a mile apart there flowed day after day a continuous stream of 
dense battalions of infantry, glittering squadrons of cavalry, well horsed 
batteries, long lines of camels and elephants carr 3 dng the munitions of 
war. On the 8th of February Hope Grant, who had reached Cawn- 
pore the previous day, went across with a troop of Bengal Horse 
Arlillery, the 9t.h Lancers and the 1st Bengal Fusiliers and marched 
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to Unao, the forces at that place being pushed on to Busserutgunge. 
The artillery park and Peeks heavy battery followed in a few da 3 's 
escorted by further detachments. On the 12th and 13bh the siege- 
train which extended over a distance of at least twelve miles reached 
TJnao, escorted by Hope^s Brigade. By the 15th of February the 
main portion of Sir Colin’s army had crossed and were stationed on the 
Lucknow road at Unao, Busserutgunge, Nawabgunge and Bunnee to 
protect the parks and huge convo 5 's of stores, as they made their way 
to the plain of Banthora where the whole army was to assemble. 

On the 8th of February Sir Colin left Cawnpore for Allahabad 
where Lord Canning had arrived, and after having consulted with 
the Governor-General he returned the following day, and on the 
18th of February a General Order was issued announcing the 
formation of the army of Oudh into brigades and divisions. Major- 
General Archdale Wilson, who commanded the army before Delhi when 
the Moghul capital fell, was nominated to the command of the artillery 
division ; Brigadier Robert Napier to the command of the engineer 
brigade; and Brigadier-General Hope Grant to that of the cavalry divi- 
sion. The infantry was distributed in three divisions : the first under 
Major-General Sir James Outram, the second under Brigadier- General 
Sir E. Lugard, the third under Brigadier-General Walpole.* 

Two days after the General Order announcing the formation' of the 
army of Oudh into divisions and brigades had been published. Sir Colin 
wrote to Lord Canning : “We shall be ready to commence operations 
from Buntera, which is six miles from the Alum Bagh, about the 18th 
instant. It is a question, however, whether we shall begin so soon. 
Jung Bahadur and General Franks cannot, under the most favourable 
circumstances, be at Lucknow and able to take part in the fray 
before the 27th instant. Together they muster 12,000 infantry. Thus 

* Sir Colin Campbell’s selection uf the divisional ofbcerB created much discontent among 
the senior officers vrho had been sent out from England for the purpose of being employed in 
the field and was severely criticised at the time. Sir Colin, however, in a letter to the Duke of 
Cambridge stated that he h.od “selected the officers to command divisions with the greatest 
possible care, having found an officer inexperienced in war in this country cannot art for 
himself. Until a man has passed some time in India, it is quite impossible for him to be able 
to weigh the value of intelligence. In like manner Ije cannot judge what are the resources of 
the country, and he is wholly unable to make an estimate for himself of the resistance the 
enemy opposed to him is likely to offer.” Sir Colin concluded the letter as follows : " I do 
not wish to undervalue the merits of General or other officers lately arrived from England, 
but merely to indicate to Vour Royal Highness the difficulties against which they have to 
contend. “What is more the state of things at present does not permit of trusting anj thing to 
chance or allowing new comers to learn except under the command of others.” — “ The Life of 
Lord Clyde,” by Lieutenant-General Shadwell, c.b., Volume 11, pages 117 to 119. 
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tvith their forces united to mine, I should have 22,000 infantiy, . and 

without them 10,000 for the actual siege of Lucknow. The position 
which that force — I mean Jung Bahadur’s and General Franks’ — would 
take up on the left bank of the Goomtee' would render our battering 
operations comparatively easy in front along the line I propose to 
attack. The loss on our side should in such case, as a matter of course, 
be small in comparison with what it would be if we were to attack with 
the forces now under my immediate attack only. Another advantage 
■would be found in time being afforded for putting matters in a more 
comfortable state as regards the threat against the Cawnpore district, 
itself not an unimportant matter.” “ After stating that our Goorklm 
ally might feel hurt if we were to appear to shut him out from 
participating in the grand operations,” Sir Colin concluded as .follows: 

“ I beg to assure Your Lordship that we are able to take the strongest 
positions of the city-'ivithout him, and that I am perfectlj'^ ready to 
follow Your Lordship’s wish with the greatest willingness, whatever 
may be the course you prefer.” 

Jjord Canning’s reply was prompt and decisive. On the loth of 
February he wrote : " I wish the pause in the ojoerations against 
Lucknow could have been avoided ; but 1 am sure that, as matters stand, 
■we do better to accept the necessity and Avait for Jung Bahadur. It 
would drive him wild to find himself jockeyed out of all share in the 
great campaign * * * lam convinced that he Avould break with us and 
go back to his hills within a AAmek. The loss of this help would be 
very inconvenient, but to find ourselves on bad terms Avith him Avould 
be much more so. I am therefore quite reconciled to a little delay ; 
but I shall let General MacGregor knoAv that w'e cannot wait an 
unlimited time, and noAV that all the J ung’s AA^ants have been supplied 
he must make the best of his way. It Avill be a good thing if the 
intervening time can be turned to account against the Nana.” 

Sir Colin chafed at the delay and he telegraphed to General 
MacGregor to inform him positively Avhen Jung Bahadur would cross 
over into Oudh. He, hoAvever, took advantage of the unavoidable pause 
to press on the completion of the AAmrks Avhich had been started to 
improve the position at Cawnpore in vieAV of the possible contingency 
of an attack by the remnant of the Gwalior Contingent Avhich AV^as 
again slioAving signs of actiAuty, The operation of sending forward all ■ 
that was requisite for a campaign Avent on incessantly. Froni the 
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Commander-in-Chief to the youngest subaltern, all took part in the 
great toil and every man was labouring with untiring zeal and energy 
to achieve the work * Sir Colin was in the saddle at break of day and 
spent the morning galloping from post to post inspecting the works 
and visiting the troops going to the front. During the hot hours of 
the daj^ he was employed in transacting multifarious public business. 

Reports had to be examined, despatches read and answered, maps and 
plans of Lucknow studied, and the memorandum on the siege 'opera- • 
tions prepared by Napier at his request to be considered.^ Napier 
recommended that the attack on Lucknow should be made from the datinns 
east side and he was guided by the folloAving reasons. , [he'^atta"ck 

“The west side pi’esents a great breadth of dense and almost 
impenetrable city, resting on the strong buildings on the river bank. 

After overcoming these obstacles, there would have remained the 
Kaiserbagh with the enemy’s principal defences still to be reduced.” 

“ The east side offered — first the smallest front, and was therefore 
the more easily enveloped by our attack; secondly, ground for planting 
our artillery which was wanting on the west side ; and thirdly, it gave • 
also the shortest approach to the Kaiserbagh, a place to which the 
rebels attached the greatest importance ; .more than all, we knew the 
east side and were little acquainted with the west.”:j: 

Napier considered that " the side of attack being fixed the two 
next steps of primary importance were, after taking up a position in 
the Dilkoosha Park to bring a direct fire on those points in the 
enemy's fortifications in rear of the canal, the fire from which would 
affect the line by which we should ci'oss them, and to enfilade these 
fortifications from the left bank of the Goomtee." ; 

* “ The head-i of departments are always busy. No one near Mansfield has a sinecure. 

Norman, the Ad.jutant-Cieneriil of the is a sort of steam engine made of bones, flesh 

(very liule of that) blood and brains , and his tent to any one but himself might bear the 
inscription of the inferno. Colonel Pakenham (ofliciating Adjutant-General of Her Majesty’s 
VO'Ces in India) pours out his soul over schedules all day long, and may be seen wandering 
now and'then in the precincts of the Sahib-ka-dera (Chief’s tent.) in the hope of securing a few 
moments’ consideration of those important but rather saw-dusty documents. As to little 
George Allgood no nearer approaeh-can be made to ubiquity than by the aid of thoroughbred 
Arabs, hard riding and incessant work and exertion he manages to effect daily. * * * He is 
the Quartermaster-General j lays out the camp, makes plans, procures information. Then there 
are the doctors and the officers of the Commissariat whose life is one long report.” ‘‘My 
Diary in India,”' by William Howard Russell, Volume I, page 211. 

+ “ Went over to the Commander-in-Chief’s tent and found him busily engaged 'with 
Colonel Napier (not one of the Napiers j but as good a soldier as ever lived) looking over 
plans and maps of Lucknow, and referring now and then to the reports of the spies from the 
city.” My Liary in India,” by William Russell, lu. d.. Volume I, page 211. 

J Report from the Chief Engineer to the Chief of the Staff, La Martini^a, 31st March 
1858. Appeiidi.v. 
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Sir Colin decided to adopt the plan which Napier had sketched. 
Before receiving Lord Canning’s suggestion that he should turn the 
intervening time to account against the Nanais people, he had des- 
patched Hope Grant with a small compact force * “ to’ make a detour 
to a small fortified place called Futtehpore Churassie, where the 
Nana was supposed to have taken refuge about 25 miles north of the 
Cawnpore road and on the bank of the Ganges,” f On the morning of 
the 15th of February Hope Grant set out with his column and 
making his way almost entirely across country reached his destination 
in two days. But the Nana had flown. After having blown up the 
fort Hope Grant proceeded by short marches to Lucknow clearing the 
country as h.e went of rebels. On the 23rd of February he reached 
Meeanjung, an old moderate sized town, surrounded with a high loop- 
holed brick wall tvith circular bastions at the angles and at convenient 
distances along the sides. “ The gates were strongly fortified, with 
bank, ditch and pallisade in front of them.^^ | As soon as he discovered 
he was to be opposed Hope Grant changed the direction of the columns 
■ from the Rohilkhand road along which he had been marching to the 
left, and soon discovered a spot for his two guns of position 
whence he saw the wall could b e breached. § “ I posted Turner s 

* “ It consisted of the 34th, 38th, 53rd Regiments, two squadrons of the 7th Hussars, two 
squadrons of the 9th Lancers, two troops of Horse Artillery, viz., Anderson's and Turner’s, two 
gunsof position, an 18-pounder gun, and an 8-inch howitzer, and a Company of Sappers.” 
« Incidents in the Sepoy War, 1857-58,” compiled from the Private Journals of General Sir 
Hope Grant, g.c.b,, page 230. 

t ” Rumours had been flying about that the Nana was somewhere in the neighbourhood, 
but wolf had been cried so often with regard to him, that but little notice was taken of the 
reports, until my faithful spy Unjur Tiwari brought me intelligence that the miscreant really 
was hiding in a small fort about twenty-five miles from our camp.” “Forty-ono Years in 
India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, k.g., v.c.. Volume I, page 390. ^ 

J “ Recollections of a Winter Campaign in India,” by Captain Oliver Jones, R.N., 

page 138. 

§ « After a careful investigation, Hope Grant decided to breach the north-west angle of 
the wall, as from a wood near the infantry could keep down tha fire of the enemy's sharp- 
shooters, and the heavy guns would be in a measure protected white the walls were being 
bombarded.” “Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord Roberts, k.g., v.c., Volume I, 
page 39 1 . Captain Oliver Jones. R. N., who accompanied the force as a volunteer, states that 
the infantry were " drawn np where they were at hand, but undorWer from the fire of the 
fort ; the light company of the 53rd, under Captain Hopkins, thrown forward in a plantation 
which approached the walls near enough to check the musketry fire in front.” “Recollections 
of a Winter Campaign in Indin,” by Captain Oliver Jones; K.N-.page 139. 
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9-poimder troop,” writes Hope Grant, “a little further hack to play on 
the town and divert the attention of the enemy. Four of Awlcr- 
Bon’s troop with the 7th Hussars were ordered to proceed ahinj' tim 
Cawnpore road in order to keep in check a body of the enemy which 
manifested a - disposition to attempt to get round otir flank. The 
other two guns with the 34th Regiment and a troop of cavalry were 
left to cover the baggage on the Rohilkhand road.”*' After an hotirV 
firing the guns had effected a practicable broncli.t The o3rd were 
ordered up and the General with a few words of onooningcment ar-nt 
them to the assault. They joined their light company in the woofj. 
Turner’s troop of horse artillery came up in the most gallatit j.tYh: 
within grape range and opened a heavy fire. Soon the Aide-do-Caitn) 
Augustus Anson was sent to order the 53rd to tho as^ntilt. “ The 
cannon, ide censed and they immedinloly debonched from the i, Inn! 
at, on headed by their gallant Colonel (Engl, si. J .and ,„.,rchc,| 
stead,lyas,fonpamdetothebrcaol,.'’; When Ihcv got near wilt, o 
loud shout the high-bloodod Irishmen d,asl.i,.g tl.m.nd, ih'oT r 
the ditch entered tho breach. A sho,t fcht !,.s„cd -„ !■ 

pushed for,vard with the bayonet and the reWa fled (l,r^„ 1 T, 

Dire destruction nwaitod then,, The Lancere nn II f.' 

7th Hussars and Irregute cut then, down. .Ve.'rrlhX", ,T‘^' 

some resistance to the pursuit. A liltlo L-nnf ,t " 

tree, with their backs to it and defended f/m, ? fouml ffi,. 

were all slain.” <^>emsoJve.<; Jong tnAil they 

-About two, tho action was over and thn r,,, 
hundred of the enemy were killed and ‘''» 

Bnt as they were principally townspeople Hone r " '‘’■’'''"ra.a. 

Sir Hop, Hruto” Irom'n, 

fHope Grant states • “An n » of Grtn'T*.! 

5 ■■Sr:?!,!?"'." - 


foil ^ Pincky Oliver , 

fnUowed closely by Aucnstl/ ^aptam of the Lidit O ^ r-"., 

> page 140 . “'^collcctiguj of a Wi '""s first sbil, baplaU, 

o > “J Cnpttiiti Oliver 


k’’.' J39, 

dif Wall, 
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liberty. With a vigorous hand lie always guarded the rights of life 
and property of the inhabitants of the towns and villages through 
which his force passed. Inflexible to marauders, he was ever on 
horseback watching and enforcing obedience to orders.^ Exhorting 
his officers to vigilance he warned them that straggling and marauding 
w^ere the greatest evils for an army, quoting the words of Sir Charles 
Napier that without obedience an army was an armed mob danger- 
ous to its friends and contemptible to its enemies." He saved the 
people from robbery and violence, but a General can only mitigate the 
evils and horrors of war. At the capture of Meeanjung occurred many 
piteous events which illustrate the misery that attends the gloiy of 
arms. In a house was discovered a poor woman tending a ivounded 
child who had been shot through the side,t while a young man, her 
nephew, ivas l3dng dead by her side. Elsewhere in a small hut a work-- 
man was sitting at his loom dead with his hand in the act of arranging 
the thread. Another scene enacted itself that da}", more piteous 
than the poeVs picture of Priam, when he " braved what none other 
man on earth hath braved before to stretch forth my hand toward the 
face of the slayer of my sons.” The walls of the town and some of the 
streets had to be levelled in order to render the place incajiable of 
defence. Koberts, the Assistant Quartermaster- General, was super- 
intending the work of destruction “ w'hen an old infirzn man who was 
sitting at the door of a house entreated him to spare it, saying, that 
yesterday morning he was the happy father of five sons, three of them 
lie there, pointing to three corpses ; -where the other two are God only 
knows ; that he was old, and a cripple, and that if his house was burned 
he would have nothing left but to lie down and die. Roberts who is 

* One (lay ho found several men robbing different houses. •' I mode them nil prisoners 
and handed them over to the guard I had brought -nith mo and (hen returning to the main 
picket, which I had directed to confine every man who returned, I nscertained there ■were 
altogether 25 men in duiunce. These wild Irishmen were niarnhed out in front of the hoiiics. 
I had them tied up, and twelve of their number were flogged on the spot. I placed two of the 
officers in arrest and caused the guard to be relieved by a party from another regiment. Ttie 
next morning 1 paraded the whole of the 53r.i and g.tve it to them most hamlsomcly ovr 
the face and eyes. I told them in the words of Sir Charles Napier that without perfect 
obedience ‘an army is an armed mob dangerous to its friends and contemptible to its enemies.’ 
This hud a capital effect and the regiment and myself afterwards became gro.it friends. On 
the lino of marcli whenever they saw mo approaching, they were overheard .«.aying to onn 
another: ‘Now boys, take care of your barks. Here is the Provost- Marshal coming.”’ 
“ Incidents in the Sepoy War,” by General Hope Grant, G.C.B., page 232. 

t It must be said very much to the credit, of our soldiers they never hurt the 
women, nor the small children, though of course occ.a9ionally they got killed, for bullets and 
shells will hit them as well as men, if they get in the way.” " IlccoJIeetions of a -Winter 
Cump-aign in India.” by Captain Olitcr Jones, K. N., ptige Ml. 
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as good as he is brave, gave directions for sparing the old' man’s house ; 
and I hope the two missing sons have escaped, and have returned to 
comfort his few remaining days/^ * 

Oil the 25th of February Hope Grant’s column marched to Mohan, 
situated on the bank of the Sai Naddi, a picturesque stream, and the 
next day, having crossed it by a beautiful old bridge, encamped on a 
wide plain. On the 18th of March Hope Grant received instructions 
from the Oommander-in-Chief to march to Bnntera, the centre of his 
army. The order, owing to some mistake of the messenger, had been 
delayed. It was therefore late in the day before the force started, 
and as the march was long and a deep narrow river to be crossed the 
moon had risen over the sandy-soiled plain covered for miles with 
white tents before Hope Grant and his column reached their encamp- 
ing ground. The previous morning Sir Colin having seen the last 
detachment of the army put in movement had ridden from Cawnpore 
to Alumbagh and back to Buntera (upward of fifty miles) where he 
had moved his head-quarters. “ What a vigorous old hero he must 
be,” a chaplain enters in his diary. 

At last the time for an advance on Lucknow had come. Very 
early in the morning of the 2nd March the first bugle sounded. It’ 
was followed by the shrill pipe of the Boatswain’s mate. Many a 
smouldering camp fire cast its fitful glare upon the regiments as they 
fell in. A few lances . glimmered in the firelight and Sir Colin 
accompanied by -his small cavalry escort rode up and inspected the 
Highlanders. .As the grey dawn began to break, they marched off with 
the pipers playing “The Campbell.” are coming.” The siege of 
Lucknow which all had so anxiously longed for had opened. 

Sir Colin’s advance force consisted of three troops of horse artillery, 
four guns of the S/iawnou brigade under Peel himself, f thirteen hundred 
cavalry under Hope Grant, and the 2nd Division of infantry under 
Brigadier-General Sir E. Lugard. Through a sandy plain sparsely 
covered with wir}’’ grass ran in a straight line the Lucknow road. 

* “ Recollections of a Winter Campaign in India.” By Captain Oliver Jones, R.N., 
page 145. 

f«On the march I again met Captain Peel and his brigade * • *. He was in 

great spirits at the thought of soon having his monster guns in full play at the devoted 
city of Lucknow.” “ Recollections of a Winter Campaign in India,” by Captain Oliver Jones, 
R.N., page 149. 
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Along ifc were dragged the heavy guns, on either side of them were the 
infantry, tlie cavalry and horse artilleiy outside all, and the baggage in 
the rear. From one horizon to the other the force extended. After 
a weary tramp of nine miles thi’ough the sand the force passed the 
Alumbagh on the left and Outram came out to meet the Chief. After 
advancing through a camp outside the walls Sir Colin halted his men 
about a mile from the fort of Jellalabad. “ A heavy shower of rain 
fell which had the happy effect of laying the dust,” During the 
thunderstorm the men ate the food which each soldier carried with 
him. They were soon again set in motion and after passing Jellalabad 
they went through a stretch of land covered with high crops. Then 
they suddenly debouched into a grassy plain “ on which were scattered 
many black skinny mummy-like skeletons of rebels killed some time 
ago.” In front of them was an abandoned village bn a slight elevation. 
As they crossed the open space where the un buried corpses lay a 
large gun opened on them from a grove on their left opposite to the 
village. “ What followed was exciting. The Lancers dashed forward. 
Then came the horse artillery bounding over low dykes and ditches, 
as if the heavy feld pieces and carriages were baby-carts. One 
artillery horse was struck and left behind dying or dead. Each gun 
had four horses. They had next to be dragged through a narrow lane, 
traversed by pits and chasms, all but impassable. There one of the 
horses got into difficulty and could not be induced to go a step further. 
This blocked up the passage, and prevented the possibility of pushing 
on the carriages immediately behind. There was no room to turn, and 
no other available road. In a twinkling one of the gunners cut or 
unbuckled the traces, releasing the animal, the road was cleared ; and 
cavalry and artillery hastened on. There was only one gun in the 
grove, but the rebels served it rapidly, and a good many shots were 
fired before our field-pieces could be got into position. Presently a 
poor Lancer was brought to the rear in a doolie with his lower jaw 
horribly shattered.” * The gun was captured and the advance guard 
proceeded towards the Dilkoosha which was reached without further 
opposition. But “ when the brigades of infantry began to close 
on the advance guard, the enemy opened several guns which were in 
position in strong bastions along the line of canal. The fire was heavy 

• “ From Londoa to Luclinotr,” by a Chaplain in Her Majesty’s Indian Service, Volutno 
I, page -lO-I. 
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and well sustained.” ^ The Dilkoosha was occupied as an advance' 
picquet on the right and the Mahomed Bagh, a large mango grove 
surrounded by a wall, on the south left. To keep down the hostile fire 
some of the naval brigade guns and some of the heavy guns belonging 
to the artillery were placed in battery on the brow of the hill to the 
right front of the Dilkoosha. “ Peel, as was his custom, leading his 
guns and perfectly indifferent to the balls which occasionally struck 
the ground within a'short distance of his feet.” f Two of the Shannon 
guns were also posted near- the corner wall of the Mahomed Bagh. 
The cannonade and musketry fire of the enemy was unceasing during 
the' afternoon. Two of the naval brigade were mortally wounded 
by a round shot.J Brigadier Little was struck by a musket ball on 
the left elbow § and three bullets struck a tree close to Sir Colin, To ' 
keep his men out of range of the enemy^s fire the Chief was compelled 
to retire his camp as far back as possible, but not as far as he wished 
owing to the ravines in the rear. That night the troops bivouacked 
on the ground, the infantry with their arras by their side, and the 
artillery horsed in readiness to repel any attack. A good day’s work 
had been done. Sir Colin had obtained a secure base for further 
operations, with his right resting in a wood a short distance from the 
Goomtee whose fords were carefully watehed. 

. The following morning the engineer brigade and three' infantry 
regiments joined the Commander-in-Chief from the Alumbagh, The 
engineer brigade and park were established below the Dilkoosha on the 
right bank of the river in a park called Beebiapore. During the 
next day some Native sappers threw up a breastwork for two guns 
in front of the Dilkoosha House and during the night extended it 
into a battery || for four guns to keep down the fire of the enemy’s 
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* Vrom General Sir Colin Campbell, c.c n., to the Right Hon’ble Viscount Canning, 
Governor-General of India in Council, dated Camp La Martiniere, Lucknow, 22ad March 
1858. " Indian Mutiny,'.’ Volume III, page 465. 

f “ Recollections of a Winter Campaign in India,” by Captain Oliver Jones, R.N,, page 

155. 

J “ Two of Peel’s naval brigade men were terribly woundfed near the" lope where the ' 
Lancers were posted. One had his forehead shot off, A comrade jumped up and stuck it. on 
again — a large piece of skull and brains; and the unfortunate man is still living thougn in a 
hopeless state. The other had his thigh frightfully smashed by the same round shot.” “From 
London to Lucknow,!’ by a Chaplain in Her Majesty’s Indian Service, page 408. 

§ General Little was owing to his wound compelled to relinquish his command, and 
Colonel Charles Hagart of the-7th Hussars was appointed Brigadier-General of Cavalry in his 
place. 

11 No. 1-L. 
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batteries in their front line of works and to check that of tivo or 
three guns which they had advanced to the northern angle of the 
Martiuiere. 

By the 4th of March the remainder of the siege-train, together 
with Brigadier Walpole's division, had closed up on the Dilkoosha 
position and the Chief moved his head-quarters to the fine French 
chateau in Beebiapore park. The right of his line resting on Bcebia- 
pore and the Goomtee, the left being towards Alumbagh, Sir Colin's 
position embraced all the open ground on the south-eastern margin of 
the city. Between his left and Jellalabad, the right of the Alumbagh 
position, there was an interval of two miles. This interval was occupied 
by Hodson’s Horse, Brigadier Campbell with a strong brigade of 
cavalry and horse artillery secured the extreme left and swept the 
country towards the north-west. 

On the night of the 4th of March two bridges of casks * were 
commenced across the Goomtee on the left of the Dilkoosha near the 
spot where the river makes a great bend. By the morning our com- 
munication was effected and a strong picket being thrown over, a small 
earthwork was constructed on the opposite side to assist them in 
defending the bridge. The enemy had not during the night discovered 
our operations at the river, but as soon as dawn broke they saw what 
was being done and attempted to stop them. A lai’ge body of their 
horsemen appeared on the left bank and approached the picket when 
a volley at close quarters sent them galloping back. Then a column 
of smoke rushed out of a grove and three field pieces began to play on 
the working party. A gun placed at the angle of the Martini^re also 
opened on the bridge. Round shot tumbled into the Commander-in- 
Chief's camp. The two guns with the covering party, however, soon 
compelled the enemy to withdraw their horse battery. Peel brought 
two of his big guns from our park to stop the fire of the gun at the 
Martinidre. He posted them on the river bank and a smart cannonade 
ensued. “ But the obstinate brawler would not be silenced." A troop 
of Lancers and another of Bays were sent down to the bridge to co- ^ 
operate with Peel if necessary. But the enemy made no real attack,, 

* _Tlie groundwork of ench was a collection of empty beer casks lashed by ropes to timber 
cross-pieces, nnd floated off one by one to their positions; a firm roadway of planking was 
afterwards fixed on the fop of the whole range from end to end. Firm indeed must the con- 
struction necessarily have been for troopers on their horses, heavy guns and mortars, amrouni- 
tion wncons and rotninis«anut carts, nil would have to pass over these bridges, secure so far 
ns poseihle.from iircident to mini or beast. 
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and cover for the men and guns was formed by a working iJarty -of the 
line under the direction of Captain Lennox, Koyal Engineers.* 

All during the 6th working parties were engaged constructing the 
bridges and the embankments that were to connect them with the 
shores on both sides.f On that day General Franks joined the Com- 
mander-in-Chief with his column which became the fourth division of 
the Army of Oudh. Sir Colin had now under him the largest and 
most effective army that had ever assembled in India. It equalled 
nearly twenty-five thousand six hundred and sixty-four men with a 
hundred and'sixty-four pieces of artillery exclusive of Jung Bahadur’s 
force of eight thousand men which was expected to arrive in a few 
days.J 

■ * Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel W. n. Harness, Company, Royal Engineers, to Brignclier 
R. Napier, Bengal Engineer.s, Commanding Engineer Brigade, Kaiserbagh, Lucbnow, 19tU 
March 1856. “ Indian Mutiny,” Volume III. Appendix. 

f “ A Year’s Campaigning in India.” by Captain J. Medley, B. B., page 167. 

J Field Forces under the Commander-in- Chief. 

A hstracl of effectives. 

Corps. European Native Non-commissioned 



officers. 

officers. 

officers, drummers, 

Total. 

Horses. 




rank and file. 



Artillery 

87 


1,526 

613 

930 

Engineers (754 unarmed Pioneers 

in- 50 

41 

1,911 

2,002 


eluded). 






Cavalry 

132 

61 

3,420 

3,613 

3,587 

Infantry 

558 

45 

11,940 

12,543 

•••*•* 

Total 

827 

147 

18,797 

19,771 

i 

4,517 

Grand Total 



19,771 


4,517 


Field Force under Brigadier-General T. H. Franks, c.n. 
' Abstract of effectives. 

Non-commissioned 



Corps. 

European 

Native 

officers, drummers. 

Total. 

Horses. 


officers. 

officers. 

rank and file. 



Artillery 


17 


327 

344 

193 

Cavalry 

«•« 

13 

11 

519 

543 

417 

Infantry 

... 

no 

96 

4,800 

- 5,006 
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140 

107 

5,646 

5,893 



610 


Grand Total 



5,893 


610 



398 


INTRODUCTION 


Ctli lilatcli, 

Outram’s 

force 

crosses 

tlio Goom- 

tee 


The construction of the bridges was pushed on with vigour and by 
12 o'clock that night they were ready. An hour later, without sound 
of trumpet or bugle, regiment after regiment moved up before the 
camp. When all had assembled the column advanced. A thick mist 
from the marshes by the River hung over the land and the darkness 
was intense. The rumble of the artillery guns and the light jingle 
of the steel scabbards as they fell against the stirrup irons alone be- 
trayed the movement of the troops. The. soldiers marched on in pro- 
found silence, now making their way through the groves, now toiling' 
across broken ground, now wading through deep water-courses which 
crossed the ground. It was almost 4 o’clock when a troop of the 2nd 
Punjab Cavalry, the advance guard, reached one of the bridges and be- 
gan to cross. Outram,* who was to guide the operations on the left 
bank, had come down earlier and having looked at the bridge and ex- 
pressed his approval, sat down on the ground and smoked while he 
anxiously awaited the approach of the column. Later on Sir Colin 
himself “ being anxious to get his men across before the enemy could 
discover our intention and open upon us, rode down to the river-side 
and pitched into everybody most handsomely.” But this, Hope Grant 
add.s, “ had a good effect and hastened the passage materially. Every- 
thing was got over in safety just as daylight appeared,’^ 

The sun swiftly dispelled the mist and sparkled on the broad waters 
of the Goomtee and the gleaming points of the lances and the 
bayonets of Outram’s force f drawn up in three lines. It was a 
magnificent sight, the Rifles in green, the gallant 23rd Fusiliers in 
their admirable dress looking so ready for work, the old 1st in their 
blue caps and tunics and clean white bills, the 79th with waving, 
plumes and tartans, the well-tried Sikhs, the gorgeous Baj^s, and the 


* Outram left the Alumbagh which he bad so long and gallantly defended to the care of 
Brigadier Franklyn of the 5th and 78th Queen’s Regiments of Foot. • ■ 

t Outram’s force consisted of the 4th Company, Royal Engineers, and 254 Bengal Sappers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel D’ Aguilar’s troops, Horse Artillery, Captain Mackinnou’s . troop, and 
Captain Remington's troop of Bengal Artillery. 

2nd Dragoon Guards, 9th Lancers, a detachment of 1st Punjab Cavalry. 

2nd Punjab Cavalry, a detachment, 5th Punjab Cavalry. 

23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 

79th Highlande.rs, > 5th Brigade. 

1st Bengal Fusiliers, j 

2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade, 'i 
3rd Battalion, Rifle Brigade, > 6th Brigade. 

2iid Punjab Infantry, j 
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Lancers, the .. glorious 9th, -who so glad to see the old dirty shirts,” * 
Outram marched in a northerly direction and after proceeding a 
short distance the enemy appeared on his left flank. On being 
approached by the cavalry they were discovered to be in force, chiefly 
troopers. “ The 2nd Punjab Cavalry then attacked on the right, 
while Major Smith of the Queen’s Bays with two squadrons of his 
regiment, one squadron of the 9th Lancers, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
D’ Aguilar’s troop, of horse artillery, advanced from our left.” The 
enemy fled helter-skelter. The Bays and Lancers pursued cutting down 
all they passed with their long flashing swords. The Bays who led Avere 
young soldiers who had never knowm the excitement of battle and in- 
toxicated with blood rode at break-neck speed. In small groups of 
twos and threes, their ranks broken by the rugged nature of the ground, 
they reached the infantry posts of the enemy. Percy Smith, their gal- 
lant-leader, and two troopers were shot dead, several were wounded. 
Corporal Goad of the Lancers took the body of Major Smith on his 
back and attempted to carry it away under a shower of bullets. But 
he was unable to succeed. Then Cornet Sneyd made the same attempt. 
He also failed. The body had to be left on the field. Sad were the 
faces of his regiment as they rode back exhausted and with breathless 
horses to join the rest of the column. The next day the body was found 
with the head and legs severed from it and the trunk otherwise horribly 
mutilated. They buried the mangled remains in a grove. " The whole 
regiment attended the funeral, which took place so late that it was 
necessary to have a lamp at the grave." 

After the enemy had been dispersed Outram pitched his camp on 
the Fyzabad road, about four miles from the city in front of the village of 
Ishmalgunze, the non-occupation of which had mainly tended to pro- 
duce the disaster at Chinhut.f "Early in the following morning (7 th 
March) the enemy made a smart attack on our advanced picquets and 
brought out several guns under cover of ravines and clumps of trees in 
our front. They were, however, speedily Avithdrawn on our skirmishers 
and Horse Artillery and Captain Middleton’s field battery protected by 

# " The First Bengal European Fusiliers at Lucknow,” “ Blackwood’s Magazine,” July 
1858. 

” The Sepoy War,” by Sir Hope Grant, page 248. 

Up among the Pandies,” by Lieutenant Majendie, page 167. 

“ From London to Lucknow,” by a Chaplain, Her Majesty’s Indian Service, page 419. 

t Memorandum of operations carried on under the command of Major-General Sir .lames 
Outram, g.c.b , during the siege of Lucknow, “ Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 477, 
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8th March 


the cavalry, coming to the front and opening their fire. The artillery 
practice on this occasion, as on the preceding daj', was admirable.” * 

In the course of the day the lower bridge, which had been disman- 
tled daring the night, was moved down stream to a point near Beebia- 
pore, whore it could not be seen by the enemy occupying the Martiniere. 
It was quickly again formed, and in the evening the siege-train for the 
operations on the left bank crossed the river by it. The nest morning 
thej’^ reached Outram^s camp, who, acting under the instructions of the 
Commander-in-Chief, sent back to head-quarters Colonel D’Aguilar’s 
troop of Horse Artillery an'd the 9th Lancers. 

On the 8th a party of Native sappers constructed a battery on the 
left front of the Dilkoosha for six guns to bear "bn the Martiniere. Peel 
had to take his guns to it. He naight have gone round the- Dilkoosha 
and come out on the left of it, but he, with characteristic coolness, 
marched round from the right and in full view of the enemy. "It 
would have been a pretty sight, had it not been a matter of life and 
death, to see hoAV solidly the blue-jackets marched with Peel and their 
officers among them, and how the sepoy artillerymen plumped shot after 
shot right across the line of their march, always contriving, however, to 
strike the spot over which a gun had just passed, or that to which a gun- 
was just coming. It \vas a terrible game of cricket, and we were all 
relieved w'hen we saw the men and the guns safe behind their battery 
parapet.-" f 

A battery for four guns \vas also thrown up on the right front of 
the Mohamed Bagh to fire on the Martinidre another battery of four 
guns was thrown up on the right front of the Dilkoosha. The same 
morning Sir Colin had ridden across the river, and after a reconnaissance 
it was decided that Outram should make an attack on the enemy’s posi- 
tion next day. 

During the night Outram caused an entrenchment for eight 24- 
pounder guns and three 8-inch howitzers to be made.§ The elephants 

* Memorandum of operations carried on under the enmmand of Major-General Sir James 
Outram, G.c.n., during the siege of Lucknow. '‘Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page d 78. 

f No. 2»L. 

5;“ My Diary in India,” by William Howard Russell, Volume I, page 293. 

No. 3-L. 

§ Memorandum of oporntioiis carried on under the command of Mnjor-Gonornl Sir Jnrao 
Outram, G.c.n., during the siege ol Lucknow, " Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 177. 
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drew the heavy guns along the sandy road, and at daylight they were, 
placed in position and opened fire. The word was given and the rifle; 
brigade threw out a cloud of skirmishers, the sharp crack of whose rifles 
ere long told that the work had commenced. They advanced towards a 
thick wood over some open broken ground, and “a very pretty sight it was 
—the green-coated riflemen running quickly forward, loading- and firing 
as they go.” After advancing about three-quarters of a mile they found 
themselves at the entrance of a dense jungle occupied by the enemy. 
The skirmishers were checked for a moment. But guns were quickly 
brought into action and the shells shrieked through the forest and long 
high grass. Again the little riflemen dashed into the high vegeta- 
tion followed by the rest of the right column. Highlanders, Riflemen; 
and Sikhs drove the enemy through the jungles and villages, which 
.afforded them an excellent cover, and, bringing their right shoulders 
forward, debouched on the Fyzabad road, in rear of the enemy's, 
batter}’’, which had been so fruitful a source of annoyance during 
the two preceding days. The guns, however, had been removed. 

In the meantime the left column of the attack, composed of the 
1st Bengal Fusiliers, supported by two companies of the 79th High- 
landers, which had been held in readiness on the left of 'the battery, 
together with the Horse Artillery under Brigadier Wood, which had beeir 
formed in rear of the bridge across the Kukral, advanced, and, in concert 
with the right column attacked the Chukkur Kotee (or Yellow House),. 
“ the key of the rebel position.” ^ The rebels, however, fled from it before 
the guns could be brought into action. Some sepoys, however, remained 
in the dark rooms on the ground floor and three officers and nine men 
were killed in the vain attempt to expel them. Secure behind door- 
ways they shot every man who crossed the threshold. Outram; not 
.wishing to sacrifice any more lives of his soldiers, had artillery brought 
up and the sepoys were driven out by salvoes of shells. He then 
directed the colours of the Bengal Fusiliers to be fixed on the top of a 
small summer room which had been constructed on the second storey 
of the building. “ This had been much shattered by our shot ; neverthe- ’ 
less young Battye mounted and fixed the colours there. This was the 

* Meraorandum of operations carried on under the command of Major-General Sir James 
Outram; g.c.b, during the siege of Lucknow. '“Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 477. 
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signal of our success to Sir Colin, who was awaiting the results of our 
operation at the Dilkoosha.” >. 

Bth March, Very early on the morning of the 9th, Sir Colin came from head- ^ 
^tack quarters, and, mounting the roof of the Dilkoosha, stood watching 
ctmpbeip. field-glasses the, progress of Outram’a operations. His eyes - 

looked over the Goomtee gliding and twisting between its monotonous 
banks to a plain of sand interspersed with broad fields which stretched 
as far as the horizon. On the edge of an open space covered with 
brown bent grass stood a glaring shell of brick and stucco : it was the 
Yellow House, the grand stand of the King of Oudh’s race-course. 
Nearer the river was an Italian villa, beyond and behind which 
stretched dense dark groves. More towards the city- lay an enclosed ex- 
tensive park, above whose noble trees a mass of buildings raised their 
turrets and castellated gables. This was the Badshah Bagh, or Garden 
of the King. Near it was a graceful mosque with two slender minarets 
trembling in the heat mist. Beyond the Badshah Bagh was a suburb 
of poor low houses, through which the road lay to the ii’on and stone 
bridges, That was Outram’s line of march. It was arranged that on 
the first day he should push from the bridge over the Kukral rivulet 
down to the Yellow House, the key of the enemy’s position. The whirl- 
ing dust clouds raised by the cavalry, the flashing of bayonets api^ear- 
ing and disappearing among the trees and the musketry fire enabled 
the eyes of the spectators on the roof of the Dilkoosha to trace his pro- 
gress. But his advance was slow. Sir Colin himself was engaged in a ■ 
warm artillery duel with the enemy. Early in the morning batteries 1 
and 2-L to batter the Martinidre and 3-L to silence the enemy’s right 
batteries opened fire. The shot and shell made great holes in the walls 
and dashed down the parapets of Claude Martin’s fantastic building. 
The Naval Brigade had also some eight or ten rocket tubes, and these 
rockets swept the trenches and enclosure.* Not long after the cannonad- 
ing had begun Colonel Napier pointed out a wall he wished breached, • 

* As I came Mp to-day Peel said, “ 'Well, I think they are getting rather sick of it yonder,” 
pointing towards the Martinierc, At this moment a rocket was fired from his battery, which, 
after a few erratic twists, hissed away, for the corner of the Martiiiie're park and hurst among 
"’^the houses. “That was well pitched,” said he. I asked, “ Well, how are the rockets doing 
^M-day ? ” “Well, you know, rockets are rockets. If the enemy are only half as much afraid of 

we who fire them, they arc doing good service.” “My Diary ia' India,” by William 

Hownra ,, ,, , , 

ussell. Volume I, page 293. 
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a,nd two cf PeePs guns were placed under natural cover to the left and 
front of No. 1-L Light Battery. “ Peel, with his usual indifference to 
danger, thinking only of the effects of hiS' shot against the breach he was 
making, and taking Uo notice of the bullets which were buzzing about 
our ears, was standing upon a little knoll, a fair target to the marks- 
men. One could see the fellows lay their muskets along the top of the 
rifle-pit ; then puff, a little white smoke ; then bang and whew-ew-lz, 
then sput against some stone as the bullet fell flattened close to-our 
feet. At last one bullet more true than the others, struck him, and he 
fell saying, “ Oh 1 they have hit me !” * It passed almost through the 
thigh close to the bone. He was taken to the Dilkoosha and the 
bullet was extracted. “ His sole annoyance regarding the wound was 
that it kept him from the guns and the field.'’ f Day by day, stretched 
on his cot, he heard with feverish excitement the progress of our arms, 
and the news of the gallant conduct of the sailors gave him great 
delight. When Lucknow had been captured and the time came for 
the Naval Brigade to rejoin the Shannon, one of the King of Oudh’s 
carriages was prepared for him. “ Our carpenters padded it, lined it 
v.'ith blue cotton, made a rest for his feet, and painted H. M. S. Slianr 
non over the royal arms of Lucknow.J When, however, he saw it to-day, 
he declined making use of it, saying that he would prefer to travel in 
a doolie like one of his blue-jackets.” The litter in which he was 
placed had been used by a small-pox patient. At Oawnpore he was 
attacked with the disease and on the 27 th April his gallant soul fled. 
Brave as he was, he is distinguished by a simple joyous nature which 
seems to have affected every one with whom he came in contact in a 
lemarkable degree. With a jest he won his sailors’ hearts, and his 
singular serenity in the darkest hour of battle raised their hopes and- 
gained their sure trust. 

He was their natural leader because he was their own ideal of a 

* “Recollections of a Winter Campaign in India in 1857-58.” By Captain Oliver J. Jones, 

R.N. 

f “ I found Peel extended on a little bedstead pale and feverish, but he would talk of nothing 
but the attack and the certainty he felt of being able to get up in time to be in at the finish. 
His sole annoyance with regard to the wound was that it kept him from the guns and the field. 
The ball had sunk deep in the thigh, and the .wound is sei'ere, though not dangerous } so that 
I don’t think his anticipations will bo realized, and I know we shall all feel his loss.” “Sly 
Diary in India,” by William Howard Russell, page 300. 

J “ The Shdmon's Brigade in India,” by Edmund Hope Verney, R.N,, page 124. 
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perfect sailor-man. “ We never felt ourselves” wrote a seaman, “ to 
be the Shannon’s Naval Brigade or even the Admiralty Naval Brigadc, 
but ahvaj’s Peel's Naval Brigade.* 

After their " noble Captain ” had been carried aAvay, the blue- 
jackets continued to pour shot and shell into the Martiniere. The enemy 
replied from their batteiy. For three or four hours the tremendous 
cannonade continued. About 1. p.m. Brigadier Lugard, who was to 
direct the assault against the Martiniere, began to turn out his force. It 
consisted of the 4)th Brigade with the 3Sth and 53rd regiments of the 
3rd Brigade in support. The 412nd Highlanders were to lead the attack. 
“ The men employed in the attack,’^ the precise order issued that morn- 
ing stated, “ will use nothing but the bayonet. They are absolutely for- 
bidden to fire a shot till the position is won. This must be thoroughly 
explained to the men, and they will be told also that their advance is 
flanked on every side by heavy and light artillery, as well as by the in- 
fantr}'’ fire on the right. For some time the men remained drawn up 
behind the Dilkoosha screened from the enemy. “Looking down 
on them as we did, they seemed as regular and stiff as toy battalions. ” 
At last the time arrived. It was about 2 p.M. when Sir Colin saw the | 
British Ensign fly from the Yellow House and sent down the order for 
the assault. Through the din of the cannonade rise the words of com- 
mand in the courts below us. “ Forward ! forward ! forward ! tapering 
away from company to company.” The columns with their suiJporfcs, 
accompanied by horse artillery, emerged from their cover. The Punjabees 
and 42nd made a rush to take the enemy in flank, and the 93rd, 

•“The Shannon’s Brigade in India.” By Lieutenant Edmund Hope Verney, page 139. 

“ Brave, but humane, daring but forethoughtful, he so perfected the means at his disposal, 
that when they were brought in the field they where irresistihle, and did as mucli as men and 
material could do. In action, cool, collected, and fearless, he led on his guns, and poured their 
well-directed fire upon the enemy, encouraging his men by his calm yet earnest manner, 
utterly regardless of danger, utterly unmoved by the iron storm often raging about him. 

“ Highly educated and talented, a good sailor, a good navigator, with a complete knowledge 
of his profession, having a thorough acquaintance with its nrms,it3 powers, and its requirements, 
he was simple and unostentatious in his manner, friendly and conciliatory in his address, upright 
and honourable in his heart. His life, short as it unfortunately has heen, has left behind it one 
of those beacon-lights of glory, one of those polar stars of honour for future heroes to steer 
their course by j and hia name is added to those of that glorious company so dear to every 
British heart, the naval heroes of England.”—*' Recollections of a Winter Campaign in India,” 

By Captain Oliver J. Jones, R.N., page 201. 
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-extended in skirmishing order, supported by the 90th Light Infantry, 
swept down the front. Their batteries continued to play on the , 
.advancing column, and from the trenches and rifle-pits there came a 
wild fire of musketry. .But , they were quickly cleared, and the rebels, 
abandoning the Martiniere, fell, hastily back on their first line of works, 
from which tSey poured a very sharp fire of grape and musketry on the 
Martinidre Gardens.* 

Sir Colin, on seeing , that the Highlanders had possession of the 
Martinidre, descended from the roof of the Hilkoosha, and, mounting his 
horsey galloped his staff to the newly won post. “ The enemy got sight 
of us, and their round shot came by with that peculiar noise which 
cannot be imagined by those who had not heard it and cannot be 
described by those who have.”! Not a soul was touched. Soon the '• 

party were clambering up the winding staircase of the Martiniere and 
got out on the balconies, from which they watched Outram’s troops 
coming in splendid orden His artillery, unlimbered on a patch of sand 
over the Goomtee, was pounding- •awa)'^ at the enemy behind the canal 
works, whilst Hope’s brigade, having pushed forward, were return- 
ing the musketry, of the enemy. Then from the balcony ^yas suddenly 
seen a figure rising out of the waters of the Goomtee and scrambling 
up the canal _ parapet which terminated at that spot. “He gets up, 
stands upright, and waves his hand.” “ What is he'? ” “ He must be one 
of our fellows,, sir j he has blue trousers and red stripes.” And so it was — 

Butler of the Bengal , Fusiliers.” X ■ 

After the., occupation of the Yellow House, Outram drove the Lefuttack. 
enemy raj)id]y through the old Irregular Cavalry lines and suDurbs 
to the Badshah Bagh. “The fortified gates of the strong walled 
enclosure were blown' open and the garden occupied and two guns ^ 
found -by our .troops.” § .' He then had placed in position on his extreme Guns 
left at.'a bend of the, -river near ;the village of Jugrowlee three guns 
and a, howitzer t.o. enfilade the enemy’s outer line of works along the 
canah ■ A battery of two 24-ppunders and two 8-inch howitzers was of works 
placed near ' the . river; to keep down the fire from the town. Two 

.* “My Diary in India,” by- William Howard Russell, Volume I, page 29.^. 

.-f- **My 'Diary in India/* by William Howard-.Russell, \olume I, page 297. 

Ilid. page 298., - ,7 - 

I Memorandum of operations carried on under tbe.command of Major-General Sir James 
Outram, g c.b., during the siege of Lucknow. “ Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 179. 
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companies of the Bengal Fusiliers under the command of Captain Salus- 
bury were sent to the left to protect the guns meant to enfilade the 
cnemy^s works. When they were unlimbered and M aj or Nicholson of the 
Eo3'al Engineers opened fire, he remarked that the lines seemed deserted. 
Captain Salusbmy proposed getting boats and sending a party across. 
But Major Nicholson considered it would be hazardous to diminish the 
force protecting the guns. Then Lieutenant Butler of the 1st Fusiliers 
and four men volunteered to go _ down to the river and call to the 
Highlanders, who were about 600 yards on to the other side. They 
reached the bank, but in vain thej^ shouted to the Highlanders. 
Then Butler took off his coat and plunged into the river, there 60 
j^ards wide and running swiftly. After much buffeting he reached the 
other side and entered the works from the rear. Mounting the parapet 
he attracted the attention of Sir Colin and his staff in the balcony 
of the Martiniere. A staff officer rode down to Butler, who told him 
that the enemy had left the works, and strongly urged that men 
should be sent at once to occupy the deserted batteries. But 
the staff officer cantered off for instructions. Butler stood onTihe para- 
pet wet and cold, without arms, a target for the mutineers, who twice 
fired at him. He again began to signal. A Highland officer advanced," 
and, understanding the importance of securing the bastion, ordered 
his company to advance and secured it without delay, the rest of the 
Highlanders and Sikhs following. Having handed over the bastion, 
Butler again entered the stream and swam back to his own side. For 
this cool deed of daring Lieutenant Butler was awarded the Victoria 
Cross, 

The Sikhs and Highlanders, having secured the bastion, advanced 
along the line of defences, sweeping stray rebels before them till they 
reached the vicinity of Banks'’ house. It might have been taken, but 
as no heavy guns were up, it -u'ould have cost us many lives. Though 
vehement and fiery by nature on the battlefield, Sir Colin always 
manifested perfect self-control. As a commander he was always 
willing to run a legitimate risk and was prepared to sacrifice men to 
gain an adequate object, but he never thi'ew arvaj' the life of a single 
soldier. His Fabian tactics not unfrequently exposed him to the 
reproaches of his own men ; some of the hot-headed wished him to 
storm Banks’ house that evening ; but what William the Silent said 
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of himself was true of Sir Colin : he heeded not “ the babble of soldiers ” — 
a great and rare virtue in a general. - - _ 

Early in the morning of the 10th, a battery (No. 4-L) for four loui 
' guns, one howitzer and three 8-inch mortars, was established under ‘ 
natural cover at a corner of the Martiniere Park to breach and shell 

Capture 

Banks' house. The breach was soon made, and the plumes of the of Banks’ 
Scotch bonnets were seen waving along the ramparts as they advanced 
in skirmishing order. . When they approached the building the firing 
ceased and, rushing through the building, they soon took possession 
of it without much opposition. Thus the first part of Sir Colin’s 
plan of attack had been completely accomplished with little loss of life. 

The second part of the plan now came into operation. The 
first step was to convert Banks’ house into a strong military post 
and to construct a battery (No. 5-L) for four guns and eight mortars 
near it to breach and bombard the Begum's Palace, a large 'pile* of 
buildings and enclosures immediately in front and covering the Kaiser 
Bagh. In addition to this two guns (one 8-inch gun and one 8-inch 
howitzer) of the Naval Brigade and sLv 6|-inch mortars were placed in 
position near to the bungalows to the right of Banks’ house. Their fire 
Avas also directed against the Begum's Palace and the bastion in front 
of Hezrut'Gung. “ These batteries Avefe erected and the guns brought 
tip with such enprgy that they opened fire very soon after Banks' house . ■' 

Avas in our possession. Communications were also made betAveen the 
bungaloAvs and Banks' house. 

Beyond the river Outram was occupied in strengthening his position, loth 
Koadways for guns Avere made through the Badshah Bagh, and the 
Dilaram (Heart's Best) House situated near the river Avas seized and attack 
fortified under a heavy fire from the Chuttur Munzil on the opposite 
bank. Hope Grant occupied himself the Avhile for patrolling the 
vicinity. One patrol under Brigadier Hagart pursued a body of rebel 
troops to a village Avhich was set on fire. On their return they reported Major 
that Major Sandford,f of the 5th Punjab Irregular Cavalry, having entered 

* "This is a block of buildings of great size forming tbe southern point of the second line of 
defence; We could see the elaborately ornamented gables and entablatures, with minarets and 
gilt spires of the palace above the walls in front of us.” " My Diary in India,” by William 
Howard Russell, Vol. I, page 308. 

Report from the Chief Engineer to the Chief of the Staff, La Martiniere, 31st March 1858. 

“Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, Appendix. 

fOutram writes A most valuable youngofficer,” “ Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 477. 
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the village had not come back. Campbell, a gallant officer belonging, 
to Prob3'n^s Horse, with three men, went in search of him. Thej^ found 
at the foot of a wall Sandford’s helmet with a hole through it, but 
his body could not be seen. While they were searching for it, the. 
enemy opened on them a smart fire from a small loopholed fort. Two 
bullets struck one of the Sikhs in the arm and thigh. He called out to 
his officer to save him, and Campbell carried him away amidst a shower 
of bullets. On his return Campbell reported what had occurred and the 
Brigadier having dismounted a party of the 2nd Dragoon Guards to 
keep down the fire from the fort. Lieutenant Probyn volunteered to take 
some of his men into the village and search afresh for Sandford. 

Campbell accompanied him, and amongst the party was a Native 
officer, a splendid type of a Sikh. At the wall where the helmet had 
been discovered they found a hole, through which they crawled, and then 
on the top of the house they saw poor Sandford’s body. But how were 
they to get to it without incurring fi'esh loss from the fire of the enemy. 
The Sikhs understood the business. Punjab Singh (the Native officer) 
and some others threw themselves flat on the roof, crept up to the body, 
let it drop from the wall, and then scrambled over themselves. It was 
gallantly done.” * 

All night the guns near Banks’ house smote the Begum’s Palace, 
and the mortars sent their flight of shells, “ which shot like showers of 
falling stars into the city.” “ At' daybreak Peel’s enormous guns were 
brought to bear on the palace, and they battered away at it hour after 
hour, wliile from across the river Outram enfiladed the enemy’s works and, 
with two additional 24!-poundors, played on the mess-house and the 
Kaiser Bagh from Banks’ house. Sir Colin with field glasses watchpd 
the effect of every shot and shell. " A puff of blue smoke at the Naval 
Brigade Battery ; then a cloud of dust at the Begum Kothi ; a cloud of 
blue smoke bejmnd Banks^ bungalow ; then another cloud of dust at - 
Begum Kothi ; a cloud of blue smoke in the King’s Garden ; a shell de.- 
scribing a parabola through the air ; another cloud of smoke at the Begum 
Kothi ; then crack-crack as the shells burst among the rebels.” f When 
the heavy volumes of dust and smoke rolled away from the Begum’s 

* “The Sepoy War," by General Sir Hope Grant, g.c.b., page 254, 

t" From London to Luchnow,” by a Chaplain in Her Majesty's Indian Service, Volume 
IT, page •12!?. 
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Palace, high above its walls were seen its richly ornamented gables and 
entablatures with minarets and gilt spires and roofs of the adjacent 
buildings swarming with rebels. Their guns boldly bellowed forth a 
reply, and the fire on both sides waxed hotter and hotter. The day was 
far advanced, and no breach was reported as practicable. Reluctantly 
Sir Colin Campbell left' Banks' house in order to receive the Maharajah 
Jung Bahadoor, who had arrived the day before and was about to pay 
him a State%isit. 

That morning the head-quarters camp had been moved to the 
Dilkoosha. Before the chief mess tent had been erected a large 
canopy for the formal reception. A battery of guns and a squadron 
of the 9th Lancers were drawn up on the flank, and a strong 
guard of honour of the 42nd Highlanders, their band and pipers 
at the entrance. Doffing his working dress — blue patrol jacket, brown 
corduroy breeches, high boots and a pith hat — for the scarlet and gold 
lace and a cocked hat of a general’s uniform. Sir Colin arrived punctual 
to the moment. “ Four o’clock came; no signs of Jung Bahadoor. A 
quarter of an hour passed by ; the Chief walked up and doivn with one 
hand behind his back and the other working nervously like one who is 
impatient or expectant. At half-past four the regular cannonading 
close at hand ceased and up rose a startling, heavy, rolling fire of 
musketry. We all knew what it meant. The assault on the Begum 
Kothi was being delivered." * Louder and louder rang the musketry. 
Then was heard the boom of the saluting guns, the band began to play, 
the word of command rang out “ Stand to your arms !’’ and at the end 
of the lane the Maharajah was descried ivith his dazzling company. 
He wore a jacket ,of red cloth covered with jewels, and the splendour of 
his brothers who accompanied him was hardly less glorious or conspicu- 
ous than lus own. His well knit figure and the dignity of his carriage 
and manner struck the eyes of the spectators. Closely attended by his 
suite,"* he slowly walked up between the stalwart line of soldieH. 
The Commander-in-Ohief stepped out to meet him. Jung Bahadoor, 
with white kid gloved hand raised to his glittering crest, above which 
nodded a plume of paradise feathers, delicately beaded with emeralds 
and diamonds, advanced towards him and took his outstretched hand. 
Then seating themselves on chairs the two Chiefs exchanged, through 

* “My Diary in India,” by William Howard Russell, Volume 1, page .S09. 
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an interpreter, formal compliments. Jung Bahadoor^s face brightened 
when Sir Colin alluded to their both being Highlanders. As they 
were conversing a tall figure clad in a gray tunic covered with the dust 
and dirt of battle walked up the aisle of men, his long sword clanking 
on the ground. “ I am directed by the Chief of the Staff, Sir, to tell 
you that we have taken the Begum’s Palace with little loss, and we are 
now in possession of it and the adjoining buildings.” The speaker was 
Hope Johnstone, the Deputy Adjutant-General to the^Sfehief of the 
Staff. Sir Colin told with much vivacity the news to his illustrious 
visitor. Then, much to the delight of the Nepaulese Prince, six “ as 
fine Highlanders as ever trod on heather ” walked past him playing a 
heart-stirring pibroch. The Chief rose. Sir Colin introduced his officers 
and the historic ceremonial came to an end. 

Napier reported two breaches practicable, and Sir Edy,^ard Lugard 
made his dispositions for the attack. The storming brigade under the 
command of Adrian Hope consisted of the 93rd Highlanders, the 4th 
Punjab Rifles, with some Gurkha troops in support. To the 93rd was 
assigned the honour of leading the assault, and Brigadier Hope divided 
them into two divisions : the right wing, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leith Hay, was to assault and enter by the front breach ; the left 
wing was to attack the breach on the flank of the position by the 
battery^ at Banks’ house. At 4 p.m. the large guns became silent 
and the enemy’s musketry fire slackened. The 93rd emerged from the 
enclosures and, advancing up the road, got under cover of some ruined 
buildings. Then Hope gave the signal. Both wings dashed from their 
cover, and over the field rose the Highland slogan as a wave of Tartans 
swept forward, unruffled by the storm of musketry sent from wall and 
loophole. The right wing, on reaching the high wall forming the outer 
barrier of the palace, found in front of them a huge parapet of earth 
with a steep scarp and ditch nearly eighteen feet wide and ten feet 
dfcep. Instantly Captain Middleton and four Grenadiers leapt into it 
and were quickly followed. Hay, Middleton and Wood got shoved up 
the ditch on to the berm and, having obtained a footing, proceeded to 
pull up the men. Then one by one they pushed through the breach, 
for the enemy, being taken by surprise, had left it undefended. At the 
same moment the left wing, headed by the gallant Clerk waving his 
clajunore and shouting, “ Gome on 93rd,” reached the right breach. 
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No sooner were the right wing within the works than they found 
themselves in front of another high wail, and a close and destructive 
fire was poured into them from it. John Macleod, the Pipe-Major, who 
had been the first man to push his way through the breach, at once 
began to play the bagpipes, heedless of the bullets that flew around 
him. Having no means of protecting themselves against the fire or of 
returning it with effect against men who were under cover of their 
battlements, the Highlanders made a dash at a small narrow hole which 
had been made by our 9 -pounder in the walls. But they were held in 
check by the enemy's musketry until some of them broke open the 
blocked up -windows and were shoved through,* Every room door, 
gallery or gateway was barricaded. At every window or coign of 
vantage was a rebel marksmen. In threading their way through the 
dark narrow passages many a man fell shot down by an unseen foe. 
Barrier after barrier was forced and in small parties, headed by their 
officers, the soldiers pushed on till the great inner square was reached. 
Here a host of sepoys' stood ready to receive them. The assailants 
were few in numbers, but the Highlanders stood unappalled. The 
command was given " keep together and use the bayonet,” and a firmer 
grasp of his weapon told of the stern spirit which wrought within. 
Then -svith piercing steel they forced their way into the dense mass, 
being well supported by the Sikhs, who kept pace and stroke in the 
tremendous conflict. No quarter was given, no quarter was expected. 
The Highlanders and Sikhs drove the insurgents from court to court. 
They fought them in the cloisters and they bayoneted them in the 
small dark rooms. Bands of rebels, maddened with fear at the bags of 
gunpowder with lighted slow matches thrown into their lairs, rushed 
out and perished on the bayonets of their foes. For two hours the 
blind and bloody contest raged. 

Meanwhile the left wing, after entering the right breach, drove 
a body of the rebels with great slaughter through some of the 
buildings of the huge pile, and followed them towards the Imambarah 

• “ In the court 1 met Adrian Hope, and as he had actually led one of the storming 
parties, I gladly availed myself of his offer to 'be my guide. He had got in through a window 
through which he had been shoved by his men, and he came head long on a group of sepoys 
in the dark room inside, who bolted at once at the apparition of the huge red Celt, who tumbled 
upon them sword and pistol in hand,'* "My Diary in India,” by William Howard Russell, 

"Volume I, page 313. 
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and the outworks of the Kaiser Bagh. Two companies of the 93i'd, 
under Captain Stewart, went too far in pursuit, and came under a 
heavy fire from a loopholed wall at the end of a street. A serai on 
the right of the road leading past the Begum’s Palace from Banks’ 
bungalow had been taken at the same time as the palace by the 
42nd, and a company of them, under Captain John Drysdale, were 
sent to Stewart’s succour, and had five men killed in a moment. 
Night now began to thicken and the rebel masses disappeared, the 
tumult in the palace subsided, and the troops bivouacked in its courts 
under a strong guard. Morn revealed a miserable sight, the ground 
cumbered with the bodies of several hundred sepoys and the low 
rooms choked with corpses, many of them smouldering in their cotton 
clothes.* " The capture of the Begum’s Kothi was,” Sir Colin writes 
in his despatch, " the sternest struggle which occurred during the 
siege.” 

In that great death wrestle many brave men ^vent down on 
both sides. But no braver man fell than Hodson/ whose work of 
fighting now came to an end. He was with Donald Stewart f in . 
the head-quarters camp when a signal gun announced that the Begum 
Kothi was about to be attacked. He mounted his horse and rode 
towards the mortar batteries where he found Brigadier Napier 

• “ I looked at two such rooms, where, through the dense smoke, I could see piles of 
bodies, and I was obliged to own that tho horrors of the hospital at Sebastopol were far 
exceeded by what I witnessed.” — Times, 29th April 1858. 

fit was current in the camp, and the story has often been repeated, that Hodson was 
killed in the act of looting. This certainly was not the case. Hodson was sitting with ' 
Donald Stewart in the head-quarters camp, when the signal gun announced that the attack 
on tho Begum ‘Kothi was about to take place. Hodson immediately mounted^his horse and 
rode oS in the direction of the city, Stewart, who had been ordered by the Commander- 
in-Chief to accompany the troops, and send an early report to His Excellency of the result 
of the assault, had his horse ready, and followed Hodson so closely that he kept him in 
sight until within a short distance of tho fighting, when Stewart . stopped to speak to tho 
officer in charge of Peel’s guns, which had been covering the advance of tho troops. This 
delayed Stewart for a few minutes only, and as he rode into the courtyard of the palace a 
Highland soldier handed him a pistol saying. “This is your pistol, sir; but I thought you 
were carried away- mortally wounded a short time ago ?” Stewart at once conjectured that the 
man had mistaken him for Hodson. In face they wore not much alike, but both wore fall, 
well made and fair, and Native soldiers had frequently saluted one for the other. It is clear 
from this account that Hodson could not have been looting, as ho was wounded almost as 
soon as he reached the palace.” “Forty-one Years in India,” by Field Marshal Lord 
Roberts, k.g., v.c., Volume 1, page 401. 
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reconnoifcring the breach. Hodson said laughingly, ■“! am come to 
take care of yon.” “ The signal was given for the troops, to advance,” 
writes Napier, “ and we watched their progress and entry into .the 
building. All serious opposition soon ceased, and we followed through 
the breach into the palace.” Hodson had got separated from Napier 
in the crowd when two soldiers came running to him and asked for 
some powder bags. Showing the men where to go for them he rushed 
forward to the spot from where they had come. “ Where are the 
rebels ?” he cried out. Forbes-Mitchell, a Sergeant in the 93rdj pointed 
to the door of the room, and Hodson shouting “ come on ” was about to 
rash in. “ I implored him not to do so, ” writes Forbes-Mitchell, 
saying it was certain death ; “ wait for the powder ; I’ve sent men for 
powder bags." Hodson made a step forward, and “ I put out ray hand 
to seize him by the shoulder to pull him out of the line of the doorway 
when he fell back shot through the chest.^’ * He gasped out, " Oh ! 
my wife,” and immediately choked with blood. His orderly, a large 
powerful Sikh, carried him in his arms out of danger. Forbes-Mitchell 
helped to lift him into a litter, and they took him to Banks’ house, 
where his wound was examined and dressed. It was mortal.f 

During the day two Engineers, Medley and Lang, with four natives 
crept up to the Kuddum Kussool and found the little building deserted. 
Looking down into the garden of the Shah Nujjeef it also appeared to 
he abandoned. Medley went back to ask for men to go and take the 
Shah Nujjeef and having procured 100 men and 50 sappers, he 
returned, and on reaching it he found the place evacuated. “ But as we 
were only 200 yards from the enemjd s second line of intrenchments a 
sharp musketry fire was opened upon us from them, and we had an 
officer and one or two men wounded. We set the sappers to work to 

make the place defensible, and at my suggestion 100 more men were 
thrown into the place,” J 


Sutherland Highlanders, °page 5T“^ Sergeant, 93r 

entering in front and going out bLind Tbfre Ld 

wound was most likely mortal.” Letter from Or 4 bleeding, and I saw that tl 

by George H, Hodson, m.a., page 287. ^ ‘ Hodson of Hodaon’s Horse. 

: “ A year’s Campaign in India,” by Captain Medley, R.E page 176 
It appeared afterwards that the ^ ^ ' 

mam attack on the left, and as there of th, 
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Whilst Sir Colin. Campbell had been pushing forward on the south of 
the Goomtee', Outram had been operating with equal success on the 
left *bank. During the night of the 10th a battery (No. 4-R) of four 24- 
pounders aud two 8-inch howitzers and five mortars was erected in 
front of the garden of the Badshah Bagh, and it opened fire at daybreak 
on the Kaiser Bagh. At the same time Outram began his attack on the 
suburbs in the vicinity of the iron and stone bridges. His right 
column ^ formed on the Fyzabad road under the immediate command 
of Brigadier-General Walpole, and worked its way, covered by its 
skii’mishers, through bushes and trees, “ Hidden in the jungle or in 
the small cottages, which snugly enclosed among* the trees formed 
excellent temporary fortresses, Avere parties of the enemy, who opened 
a smart fire on us as we advanced. Skirmishers were pushed forward 
and two guns brought into action abreast on the road to riddle the 
Avood with case shot and to drive out our hidden foes. SloAvly driving 
the enemy before them the right Aving Avent forward, till they took 
possession of a large mosque with an extensive Availed garden attached, 
which commanded the approach to the iron bridge. The left column f, 
under the command of Colonel Pratt, proceeded along the lower road 
skirting the river, “ The enemy opened three guns on them from the 
opposite side of the river, and also held the ground in great strength 
in front of the rifle skirmishers, commanded by Brevet- Major Warren, 
Captains Wilmot and Thyne, and Lieutenant Grey, Avho all behaved 
most gallantly.” Fighting their Avay through a series of intricate 
streets the column occupied the houses down to the river’s bank and 
seized the head of the iron bridge, to the right ofAvhich Outram placed 
in battery his two 24-pounder guns. Lieutenant Moorsoom, who had 
been deputed to guide the column, Avas struck Avhilst reconnoitring in 

* The right column consisted of — 

The 79th Highlanders. 

2Ddand 3rd Battalions, Rifle Brigade. 

1st Bengal Fusilier.s. 

Captain Gibbons’ Light Field Battery, aud two 24-pounder3. 

f The loft column consisted of — 

^ Two 24-poundor guns. 

Three field battery guns. Royal Artillery. 

23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

2nd Punjab Infantry, under command of Lioutcnant-Colonol Pratt. 

These two columns wore connected by a strong chain of skirmisliors. Memorandum 
of operations carried on under the command of Major-General Sir James Outram, o.c.n., 
during the siege of Lucknow. '• Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 180. 
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front of it on the head by a bullet and died instantly. “ I deplore 
sincerely, ” wrote Outram, “ the loss of this most gallant and promising 
young officer, whose soldier-like zeal and acquirements rendered him an 
ornament to his profession.’^ * . The Rifles also deplored the loss of a 
young comrade whose bright' and brave nature caused him to be loved 
by officers and men. Captain Thyne was lying down in the heat of 
the day on a native cot in one of the houses captured by his company, 
when a round shot coming through the wall struck him on the arms 
and thigh and smashed the bones into many pieces. The limbs were 
amputated, but the shock was too great, and in about an hour he died. 

Outram, having* left the Bengal Fusiliers posted in -the mosque, 
proceeded with the remainder of the right colnmn in the direction .of 
the Fyzabad road. He soon met Hope Grant’s cavalry and artillery, 
who had been operating on the extreme right,‘and then .turned towards 
the stone bridge, Hope Grant covering his advance on the right.f As 
his men moved through a wood, they surprised the camp of the 15th 
Irregular Horse, whose standards and two guns were captured by the 
Rifles, the enemy flying in all directions over the plain, many being cut 
up by our cavalry.” Then through the strong suburbs Outram forced 
his .way without much opposition till he reached the stone bridge. ■ 
But as the- enemy were able to command it with guns as well as with 
musketry froin the tops of several high and strong stone houses from 
the opposite side of the river, and the position was, moreover, too distant 
and the approaches too intricate to warrant his holding it permanent!}' 
with the, force at his disposal, Outram withdrew to the mosque held by 
the Bengal Fusiliers. 


Outram 
advances 
to the 
stone 
bridge 


On the 11th of March Sir Colm had achieved a great step in his Summary 
project. He had on the 'right bank of the river captured the Begum’s opera- 
Palace and secured the Secundra Bagh and the Shah Nujjeef. Outram iith of 

- ~ March 

^.Memorandum of operations carried on under the command of Maior-General Sir 
James Outram, G.C.B., during the siege of Lucknow. “Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 


t Outram 8 advance was covered by Hope Grant's Horse Artillery and cavalry • but we 
had to keep at some distance away to the right, in order to av6id houses and walled 
enclosures. Soon after crossing the Sitapur road we heard guns to our left,* and, ZceTdina 

at a smart trot came up with Outram just as he was about to attack a large bodv of hf 
rebels -who finding themselves m an awkward position, with the river in their rear and their 
retreat by the iron brjdge cut off, made but a feeble resistance before therbroke and fled 
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on the left bank had advanced as far as the iron bridge and completed 
his arrangements for its occupation. 

In the night Hodson lay at Banks’ house suffering great pain. He 
talked of his wound, which he himself thought was mortal. He was 
very weak hut by means of stimulants he rallied and slept for a few 
hours. Early next morning his old and tried friend Napier came to 
see him. He was quite sensible and composed. He spoke of his 
wife, whom he so dearly loved, and the brothers and sisters at home. 
Napier had to leave him for a time, and when he returned he found 
him in severe pain. He said, I think 1 am dying. The doctor gave 
me hopes, but I do not believe in them. I should like to have seen the • 
end of the campaign, and to have returned to England to see my friends, 
but it has not been permitted. I trust I have done my duty. . I could 
have no difficulty,’^ says Napier, “ in answering this question as every 
one in the country proclaims it,” The stern ‘exigency of the hour 
demanded Napier’s presence at his post, and before he had time to 
return to him, Hodson had died, calm and composed at his last hour 
as he was in the front ofdanger and battle.” * He was in his thirby- 
seventh year. Late in the same evening he Avas carried to his rest. 

Sir Colin Campbell and the officers of the garrison followed the coffin 
to the garden at the back of the Martinidre. After the words “ Man 
that is born of a Avoman hath but a short time to live ’’ had been said 
and the body Avas being loAvered into the grave then, " all the old 
Avariiors’ courage and self-possession,” says an officer Avho AA^as present, 

“ could no longer control the tears.” The day after the funeral Sir ■ 
Colin Avrote to the AvidoAv : “ I’he vffiole army, Avhich admires his talents, 
his bravery and his military skill,, deplores his loss and sympathises 
Avith 3mu in your irreparable bereavement.” 

During the 12th and 13th Napier avoiding the main road, which 
Avas AA'ell defended by the enemy’s bastions, prrshed his approach Avith the 


* “Then fell one of the bravest in the Indian army, nn officer who.^e name, has been 
broBght too often before the public by those in high command to need my humble word in 
praise. There was not a man before Delhi who did not know Hodson, always active; always 
cheery ; it did 'one’s heart good to look at his face when all felt how critical was our 
position. Ask any soldier, who was the bravest man before Delhi ? who most in the saddle — 
who foremost ? and nine out of ten in the infantry will tell you ‘Hodson’; in the artillerr 
as many will name ‘ Tombs.’ I once hoard one of the Fusiliers say, ‘ Whenever I secs 
Captain Hodson go out, I always pray for him, for he is sure to he in danger,’ Yet it was not 
only in the field that Hodson was to be valued : his head was os active as his hand was strong, 
and 1 feel sure when we who know him heard of his death »o one but felt that there was in- 
deed a vacancy in our ranks.” "The First Bengal European Fusiliers.” “Blackwood’s 
Magazine.” 
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greatest judgment through the enclosures and houses which lay between 
the Begum Kothi and the small Imambara, the nest place it was 
necessary to storm.* The heavy guns opened breaches where necessary,, 
and the sappers, supported by the infantry, pressed slowly but steadily 
on, breaking open communications, so as to allow ample support being ■ 
furnished from the rear when required. A hot fire of mu.sketry was 
kept up, as the besiegers slowly worked their w'ay forward from the , 
neighbouring houses, to which the. covering party briskly replied. 

On the 12th Jung Bahadoor, with a force of about 9,000 men and. 
wdth 25 field guns drawn by men, had arrived and taken his position 
in our lines. On the 13bh, at the request of the Gommander-in- Chief, he 
moved close to the canal. On the afternoon of that day the troops 
at the Begum Kothi were relieved, and General Lugard’s place was 
taken by General Franks, 

During the nightof the 12th Sir James Outram was reinforced with 
a. number. of-heavy guns and mortars, and all the time they were throw- 
ing shells into the city, the heavy guns were knocking at the Imambara.- 

At da 3 ’'light (14th March) two breaches were considered so far 
advanced that arrangements were made for the assault. The storm- 
ing party, consisting of two companies of the lObh Foot and one hundred, 
of Brasyer’s Sikhs were posted behind a wall with only the breadth of a 
road between them and the wall of the Imambara enclosure. A strong 
working party of sappers with scaling ladders, powder bags and. 
tools were drawn up in rear of them. The whole of Brigadier Russell’s 
brigade of General Franks’ division was to support the assault. The 
enemy lined the top of the walls and all the neighbouring houses and 
kept up a brisk fire. After an anxious but not long interval a hurrah 
burst forth from the men of Russell’s brigade. They “saw first 
a Sikh and then Brasyer himself and another Sikh make their 
appearance on that part of the Imambara which had been jplayed 
upon by the 68-pounder.” t The Imambara had been entered. While 
the storming, parties were being formed up Lieutenant Beaumont, R. E., 
worked from the left of the advanced post through a few earthen walls 
to a house on our side of the road between our front and the 

• The small Imambara must not be confounded with the great Imambara between the 
Muchee Bawan and the Moosa Bagh close to the river Goomteo. 

f" Capture of Lucknow.” Calcutta ’Review, Ime 
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Iiiiambara, He was accompanied by Major Brasyer and some of the 
Sikhs, and succeeded in blowing in the wall and driving the enemy out 
of the houses, which proved to be in connection with the trench intended 
to flank the outer walls of the Imambara/'’ He next blew in the outer 
wall of the Imambara, and Brasyer and his Sikhs rushed in at the moment 
thac the storming party had been ordered to arms.* Their unexpected 
entry through the opening made by Beaumont checked resistance, and 
the assaulting columns passed the breaches without difficulty and seized, 
as rapidly as openings could be made for them, the enclosure of the 
King’s coachman’s house and the King’s brother’s house.f. The 
roofs of both houses overlooked the Kaiser. Bagh, and the King’s 
brother’s house adjoined and overlooked the eastern extremity of the 
third line of the enemy’s works running along the immediate front of 
the Kaiser Bagh. The second line of the enemy’s fortifications had 
now been turned, and Colonel Harness, Commanding Royal 
Engineers, was recommended by Brigadier Russell' to stop the further 
advance and obtain secure possession of the ground that they had 
passed over. But the Sikhs could not be restrained; Some of them 
had followed on the heels of the flying foe, and made their way into 
an outlying court of the Kaiser Bagh on the left. From the roofs of 
the houses a party of them, under the personal command of Brasyer 
and some men of the 90th whom young Havelock Franks, Adjutant- 
General, had led to the spot, plied with such destructive musketry 
the three nearest bastions of the entrenchment below that the 
enemy abandoned their guns, and Brasyer, leading his Sikhs by a de- 
serted bastion, proceeded to clear the enclosures on the right of the 
Kaiser Bagh. Havelock called up the 10th to support Bras 3 ^er, and he 
made his way from house to house. 

The walls and the enclosures were pierced with loopholes through 
which the insurgents commenced a well sustained fusillade. They were 

* Memornndum relating to the siece of Locknow in March 185S, more specially with 
reference to the di-trihution of the Royal Engineers during the operations. Compiled in 1860 
from oofea of different officers. By Licutcnant-Colonrl Lennox, K.E. " Indian Mutiny,” 
Vrilume III, Appendi.'!: X. 

t Letter from Liciitennnt-Coloncl H. D Harness, Commanding Royal Engineers, to Briga- 
dier 11. Napier, Bengal Engineers, Coiumsmling Engineer Brigade. Indian .Muiiny, ” Volume 
111, dppeiidi.x X. ” 
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under shelter arid at so short a distance every shot told. But our infan- 
try pushed on. Their ranks grew thinner and thinner. Men had to be 
left to keep possession of the places as fast as they took them. ' At 
length about fifty of them reached the Cheenee Bazaar which skirted the 
Kaiser Bagh and lay inside the third line of defences. The enemy, 
seeing their small numbers, began to gather around both flanks, when' 
Havelock with some Sikhs charged along the line of entrenchment, 
drove out the rebels, seized two adjoining bastions, and with their guns 
checked and scattered off a large body of rebels who, finding that the 
second line of defences had been turned, were making for the Kaiser 
Bagh. General Franks and Brigadier Napier now came up with 
strong supports, and a consultation was held in a gateway as to what 
was to be done. 

Shortly after 11 o’clock an orderly rode up to head-quarters with 
a piece of folded paper in his hand and delivered it at one of the tents. 
The Gommander-in-Chief with all the head-quarters staff quickly 
mounted their horses and galloped off to the city. “ As we rode th^ 
news flew from mouth to mouth, we are in the Kaiser Bagh.’' Loud 
were the cheers from the men as Sir Colin passed them marching past 
towards the citadel of the enemy. He dismounted, and, amidst the . 
shouts of the troops, walked up the steps of the Imambara. Sir Colin 
had planned that the operations of the day should end by its capture. 

• He had been led to expect a desperate resistance at the Kaiser Bagh, 
and had determined that after due siege had been laid it should be 
stormed next day by the Highlanders. But after a brief consulta- 
tion at- the gateway, Napier and Franks came to the conclusion that 
.they were perfectly able to take it. More troops were sent for from 
the rear. Orders were despatched for the troops holding the Secundra 
Bagh and other posts in front of the second line of defence to advance 
and attack the Motee Mahal, the Mess-House and tlie other interven- 
ing points. Soon “ all the well known ground of former defence and 
attack — the Mess-House, the Tara Kotee, the Motee Mahal, and the 

' Chutter Manzil — were rapidly occupied by the troops." * Some of them 
pushed forward and entered the third line of the enemy’s fortifications. 

, * From General Sir Colin Campbell, g.c.b., to the Right Hon’ble Viscount Canning, 
Governor-General of India in Council, dated Camp La Martiniere, Lucknow, 22nd March 
1858. " Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page.! 70. 
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When Franks had been reinforced he sent forward his troops, and as 
soon as an opening had been made from" the Cheenee Bazaar, they enter- 
ed the courtyard of Saidut Ali’s Mosque at the back of the Kaiser Bagh. 
The Sikhs, 3 50 in number, led by Brasyer and some fifty men of the 97th, 
drove the enemy from their guns in the courtyard of the mosque, and 
followed them so closely that they found themselves in the principal 
square of the Kaiser Bagh. Here a large body of the enemy were 
ready to oppose them. The}'^ were vastly outnumbered, but Brasyer 
plunged his handful of men into them with the ba 5 'onet, and they bore 
themlonward till they forced them to the Badshah Manzil, the special 
residence of the King. The rebels now began to collect in their rear, 
while from the windows of the palace came gusts of bullets, Slowly 
the small band fell back till they reached the bronze gate on the north- 
west side of the Kaiser Bagh. Here they took refuge. But outside 
the gateway in their rear was a second gateway, and in front of it the 
enemy had a gun protected by a loopholed wall. The gun opened fire • 
and was followed by a peal of musketry from the gateway. From the 
palace buildings on their front the enemy plied them with musketry. 
A supreme moment. Then Brasyer and Lieutenant Cary, 37th Native 
Infantry, burst open a windoAv in front of the gun, and jumping down 
'ivere soon followed by several Sikhs. The gun was captured and the 
enemy driven to the second gateAvay. They Avere kept there in check 
till reinforcements arrived. Then the storming regiments .getting 
mixed, soldiers and sailors, Sikhs and Gurkhas, fighting hard, drove 
, bodies of rebels through couf Is " as large as the Temple Gardens, filled 
AA'ith marble statues and marble fountains.” The masses Avere broken, but 
multitudes of armed men found refuge in the buildings and every palace 
became a fortress. From .the green jalousies and Venetian blinds closing 
the apertures Avhich pierce the walls in double roAVS a stream of bullets 
AA^as poured into the square, and the marble pavement was stained Avith 
the blood of many a Sikh and soldier.* Building after building Avas 
taken and blood thirst, revenge, and greed for gold drove the. assailants 
mad. The strong boxes of the Princes of Oudh Avere burst open, and 

^ “5n ihD faU and sack of grpat. cities an historian is condemned to repeat the tale of uniform 
'Calamity : the same effects must be produced by the same paasionSj and when these passions 
. .may be indulged without control, small alas is the diff.*rence between civilisedand gavAfie man," 
‘‘Gibbon’s Roman Empire. ” Milman, Volume VII, page 174. 








INTRODUCTION 


421 


- if 

their gold and silver glutted the avarice of the Sihh and the British 
soldier. Rough hands tore away the silks, velvets, brocades, laces 
and gems accumulated by the lights of the Harem. Wrought silver 
plates were torn from the musnud (throne) of some favourite mis- 
tress or queen ; the monuments of western and eastern art were broken 
to pieces, and fragndents of fare China and of crystal vessels strewed 
the floors; When night put an end to the pillage, the palace of the 
Kaiser had become a ruined charnel-house. 


- Next day fighting was renewed, and bodies of the enemy who held 
the lower. stories on the north side were driven out. The sappers were 
occupied in checking the %'es then burning in three parts of the squares 
and in desfrojdng gunpowder. Guairds .were placed over the palaces 
and plundering stopped by order.* 

On the, morning of the 12th Outram sent a strong party to oc- 
cupy the .wide street which ran down to the iron bridge. Up it thei’e 
swept a pelting fire of case shot and bullets, which rendered it unsafe. 
The English and Sikhs, who occupied the houses on both sides, replied 
by a steady fire at every object visible on the house-tops and in the 
windows of the mansions and mosques along the other bank of the river, 
which was here only thirty or iPqrty yards wide. The insurgents, howr 
ever, directed their principal fire. upon the batteries of heavy guns to 
the fright' and left of the . bridge, - A detachment of infantry, picked 
shots, .told off for the purpose had been sent down to. them ; but it 
required . all tlieir exertion and all their skill to keep down the rebel 
fire, so' that' tbe gunners .might work the guns without grievous: loss. 

.On. the morning of the 14th., the increased thunder of the' heavy 
guns across the river told the' picket at the bridge that the Chief was 
near the little Imambara. In the afternoon they heard that not only 
the little Imambara- but also the Kaiser Bagh had fallen. All was got 
ready for a move across. The horses were hooked on to the guns. The 
infantry, in obedience to orders, opened a heavy fire on the opposite 
bank ; the enemy responded by a heavy cannonade of round shot, shell 


• March I5<^.-To-day plundering is stopped by order * * * * , ^ 

Baeh aeam to-day. Every yard would fill a canvas under tbe hands of Lewis or Da^d 
nobertsf The place is full of powder and explofions are frequent. If the Tuileries, the 
Louvre, Versailles, Scutari, tbe winter palace, were all to be blended togetl^r, with an fnloury- 
of hovels worthy of GallipoU, and an iatorio" of prdens worthy of J 

present the size, at all events, of the palaces of (he Kaiser Bagh and the gardens mSide. ^ - y 
Diary in India,” by ’'Villiam Howard Russell, M. D., I olume I, page 337. 
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and case. Lieutenant Wynne and Sergeant Paul of the fourth company 
of Royal Fusiliers volunteered to undertake the removal of the harri- 
cade which had been thrown across the iron bridge. It was a work of 
supreme danger.* They advanced under cover of the parapet of the 
bridge, till they reached the barricade. They then began to remove 
the sandbags one at a time, and passed them to a line of men extended 
to receive them. After one or two had been removed, the enemy, dis-' 
covering what was going on, opened a hot fire on .them. But, heed- 
less of the bullets whistling around them, Wynne and Paul continued 
at the -work. Bag after bag was removed. Lower and lower they 
crouched as the shelter diminished. Then they lay on the ground and 
removed the second lowest tier. The last offered no serious obstacle to 
the advance of the troops, and they rushed back unharmed through a 
shower of bullets. All was now ready for crossing the bridge w'hen 
Outram and staff arrived on the scene. They ascended one of the houses 
to reconnoitre, and after a short time Outram descended and said; “ I am 
afraid, gentlemen, you will be disappointed when I tell you that I 
am not going to attack to-day,’^ explaining to us at the same time that 
Sir Colin Campbell had ordered him not to cross if he saw a chance of 
losivg a single man, a contingency Avhich we could hardly expect to 
avoid, as the enemy had a 9-pounder gun sweeping the bridge, a dis- 
charge or two of grape from which must have made some havoc among 
our advancing troops.f “ Thus a grand opportunity w'as lost,'’ writes Lord 
Roberts. “ The bridge, no doubt, was strongly held, but with the 
numerous guns which Outram could have brought to bear' on its defen- 
ders its passage could have been forced without serious loss ; the 
enemy’s retreat would have been cut off and Franks’ victory would 
have been rendered complete, which it certainly was not, owing to 
Outram's hands having been so effectually tied." J 


•“History of the Corps of Royal Engineers,” by Major-General Whitworth Porter, 
Volume I, page 492. 

■[• “ Up among the Pandies,” by Lieutenant Vivian Majendic, page 212. 

“ By moans of the field telegraph, Outram was kept an fail ns to themovemonts of Franks* 
division, and he could have afforded it valuable assistance had ho been allowed to cross tho 
Goomtee with his three brigades of infantry. Outram with bis soldierly instincts felt (hat 
this was the proper course to pursue, but. in reply to his request to be allowed to push over the 
river by tho iron bridge, be receivetl from the Cotnmander-in-Chief through Mansfield (bo un 
arcouutably strange order U.at. he must not attempt it, if it would entail his losing a single 

man. — “ Porty-onc 1 ears in India,” by Field-Marshal Lo-* ".t. . . t> 

page 404. 


- , „ , u OJiigiu 

Lord lioberts, k.g., v.c., Volume I, 


J Forty-one Years in India, 
pa ge 405. 


by Field-Marsbal Lord noberO, 


K.o , V.C, Volume I, 
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On the following day Brigadier-General Sir J. Hope Grant, E.C.B., 
was sent out with cavalry on one side towards Sitapur to intercept' 
fugitives, while Brigadier Catnphell marched with like orders in the 
dhection of Sundeela on a similar duty. But it was too late. The 
enemy had scattered themselves over the country and entirely dis- 
appeared, “and many of the rebels who still remained in the city seized 
the opportunity of the cavalry being absent to get away.” * 

Oh the 16th Sir James Outram with the 5th Brigade under the 
command of Brigadier Russell, comprising the 23rd Fusiliers, the 79th 
Highlanders, and the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, crossed the Goomtee by a 
bridge of casks opposite the Secundra Bagh. He left Walpole’s division 
to watch the iron and the stone bridges. On reaching the Mess-House 
Outram was joined by Her Majesty’s 20th and Brasyer’s Sikhs, They 
then passed through the Kaiser Bagh by an impromptu road made by 
the sappers and miners and, pushing to the right, made towards the 
Residency. They were shortly under a smart fire of musketry. The 
word “ Charge ” was given by Sir James, who was in front, and the 23rd 
Fusiliers, rushing through the gateway, drove the enemy before them at 
the point of the bayonet, the remainder of the brigade following them 
iu reserve. The Residency was once more in our possession. 

When the enemy had been dislodged from the Residency two 
companies of the 23rd under Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, accompanied by 
'"Captain Gould Weston, who pointed out the road, pressed rapidly 
forward. No sooner did they appear, wh(3n a scattered fire of musketry 
was opened ph them. Then from above a barricade of wood there 
came a curl of smoke and a storm of grape swept over them. Before 
the sepoys could load again the Fusiliers were at the muzzle, and, with 
a loud cheer, rushed into the work and captured the brass gun which 
was in position to sweep the iron bridge. “ In the meanwhile the 
Residency height was crowned by a Field Battery of Madras Artillery 
tinder the' command of Major Cotter, which kept up a heavy fire on the 

*“ Forty-oue Years in India.” By Field. Marshal Lord Roberts, k.g., v.c.. Volume I, 
page 406. 

Lord Roberts writes : “ It was not a judicious move on Sir Colin’s part to send the 
cavalry miles away from Lucknow just when they could have been so ^usefully employed oh 
the outskirts of the city. This was also appreciated when too late, and both brigades were 
ordered to return, which they did on the 17th. •’ Forty-one Years in India,” by Field-Marshal 
Lord Roberts, k.g., v.c.. Volume I, page 107. 
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Muchee Bhawan” This battery was subsequently "‘withdrawn and 
replaced by two 68-pounder guns of the Naval Brigade. 

On their arrival the Bengal Fusiliers moved to . the iron bridge, 
and shortly afterwards advanced with Brasj’er’a Sikhs. “ In all 
directions the rattling of musketry was beard, and the bullets fired 
at a great elevation from distant houses whistled overhead, right and 
left.” The 23rd made their way through a labjrrinth of lanes and 
streets, and as the gallant Brasyer was leading on his Sikhs, he fell 
deeply wounded. The advance continued under musketry till they 
reached the high and buttressed wall of the Muchee Bhawan. The old 
stronghold was precipitately abandoned by the enemy, and che soldiers 
pursued them to the outer courtyard of the great -Imambara. They 
dashed across the court so beautifully decorated with rich tessellated 
pavements, rushed up a noble flight of steps, and seized the great central 
hall, whose mirrors and chandeliers were said to have cost one of the 
most magnificent Nawabs of Oudh nearly a million of pounds sterling. 
A company of the Bengal Fusiliers under Captain Sallusbury was 
pushed on to the Constantinople Gate of Lucknow (the Room-i- 
durwaza) — a gate built on the model of that which, gave to the Court of 
the Sultan the title of the Sublime Porte. Here another gun was 
captured. The 79th were then brought up to occupy the Imambara, 
and the remainder of the Bengal Fusiliers were placed in, the hluchee 
Bhawan. Five 8-inoh mortars were immediately placed in position on the 
former : two naval guns and five 10-inch mortars were also posted in 
the Residency, and the whole kept up a steady fire on the city during 
the night. 

Some of the enemy Avhich Outram had driven before him crossed 
the river by the stone bridge and engaged Walpole’s division, but were 
heavily repulsed. A large mass of the fugitives, however, crossed higher 
up, and, circling round the division, escaped by the Fyzabad road into 
the open countiy, “ and we,” writes Hope Grant, “ were too far to 
overtake them.” 

On the 16th, for the last time, the enemy showed in strength before 
Alumbagh, whose garrison had been reduced to about four hundred 
infantry, the military train, a small detachment of the 7th Hussars, and> 
some artillery. Directing a large body against the front of the position, 
the insurgents made an effort to turn the left flank with their cavalry 
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and artillery. Their horses came.on boldlji but the vigorous action of 
Olpherts’s guns stopped them and sent them back. Meanwhile Yincenb 
Eyre’s guns so warmly raked the whole line of their main body of in- 
fantry that they too had to retire. Jung Bahadoor was now requested 
to move to his left up the canal and take the position in reverse from 
which our position at Alumbagh had been so long annoyed.* 

On the morning of the 17 th of March the Goorkha force occupied 
the Char Bagh and Cawnpore road. In the afternoon the enemy in 
great force attacked their position in the city. “ Their flank was, how- 
evei’, turned, by the direction of the Maharaja in person, and they were 
completely defeated with the loss of ten guns and all the wagons of a 
light field battery The same day Outram, eowtinvnng his advance, 
occupied the Dirolutkhana and the Hoseinabad Mosque, and took posses- 
sion, of the , block of buildings known as Shurfood Dowlah'’s House, which 
Avas occupied without any casualty, the enemy precipitately retreating, 
although they had made every preparation for a vigorous defence. 

During the operations, howevei', a grievous casualty occurred. On 
Outram’s force arriving at the Jumma Musjid, a large quantity of 
powder in tin cases and leather bags was found in a courtyard in 
the rear. Outram directed that it should be destroyed under the 
supervision of the Engineers. It Avas taken under guard of a party of 
sappers and miners, commanded by Captain Olerke, R.E,, and Lieuten- 
ant Brownlow, R.E., to a large and deep well, A line of men Avas formed, 
and the cases passed from hand to hand as rapidly as possible. When 
one of them Avas being throAvn down it struck the side of the Avell and 
exploded. A flame of fire flashed up, ignited case after case, caught the 
pOAvder in the carts, and the two ofiScers, and about 40 men Avere blown up, 
Some of the party Avere killed by the explosion, and the rest, including 
Olerke and BrownloAv, were left in a horrible condition. They were 
removed to the hospital, Avhere the surgeons, Avith the utmost, kindness, 
applied the usual remedies ; but during'the night the sufferers, mad with 

* From General Sir Colin Campbell, g.c.b., to the Right Hon’ble Viscount Cnnning, 
Governor- General of India in Council, dated Gamp La Martiniere, Lucknow, 22nd March 1858. 
“ Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 472. 

Telegram from Brigadier-General MacGregor, to the Secretary to tne Government with 
the Governor-General, dated Camp Char Bagh, Lucknow, 18th March 1858. 

t Telegram from Bticadier-General MacGregor, to the Secretary to the Government with 
the Governor- General, dated Camp Char Bagh, Lucknow, 18th March 1858. “Indian Mutiny,” 
Volume III, page 463. 
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pain, died, and the next morning they were buried in one of the gardens 
of the Kaiser Bagh. “ During the funeral severe cannon and musketry 
resounded incessantly from the city.” 

Though the rebels had been steadily driven out of their strongholds, 
one or two more bouts of fighting had to be done before they were 
expelled from the vast city. Seven or eight thousand of them had 
collected in the Moosa Bagh, a large building with numerous courts and 
enclosures situated on the right bank of the river about five miles 
north-west of Lucknow. Sir Colin determined to expel them from 
their last stronghold, and by a vigorous pursuit of his abundant horse, . 
to make the stroke prove final. He, therefore ordered Outram with a 
strong force * to press forward along the main road up the right bank of 
the river and attack the Moosa Bagh in front. Brigadier Campbell 
with a brigade of infantrj', some guns, and 1,500 cavalry he, posted on 
the left front and strictly charged him to fall on the enemy when they 
attempted to retreat. He commanded Hope Grant on the left bank of 
the river to assist in dislodging the enemy from the Moosa Bagh and to 
attack those who attempted to cross the stream. He directed the 
Nepalese troops to enter the city from the Charbagh line of road. 

At about half-past 6 a.m. Outram proceeded to the Gao Ghat on 
the river and found the house belonging to the last Prime Minister of , 
Oudh occupied by the enemy, who opened a sharp fire of musketry on 
the head of the column, “Two companies of the 79th, led by Lieuten- 
ant Everett, being ordered to advance, soon drove the enemy out and 
took possession of it.” f Considerable delay here took place in consequence 

• It cniiaistcd of — 

Two squadrons, 9th Lancers. 

One company, Eoyal Engineers. 

One company. Native Sappers. ^ 

One Field Battery, Captain Middleton’s 

i Two 18-poundcrs, 

Two 8 "inch howitzers. 

Four 8-inch mortar-s, 

Tliree companies, 25 th Regiment. 

Seven companies, 23rd Regiment. 

79th Highlanders. 

2nd Punjab Infantry, 

t JTemotandum of operations carried on under the command of .Maior- General Sir 

‘‘Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, 


• Under Captain Corleton, B.A. 
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of the Engineers having to break through a thick wall ; but, - when this 
had been accomplished, the troops advanced through the suburbs 
without opposition towards the Moosa Bagh. On reaching open 
ground two guns' began to play on the column, and the enem)' appeared 
in great strength on the road. Outram immediately ordered out skir- 
mishers from the 79bh and 23rd and Captain Middleton’s Battery to 
the front, “ whose fire soon silenced that of fhe enemy, during which time 
the Lancers made a flank movement to the enemy’s left ; and on ad- 
vance their whole force took to flight, abandoning their guns.” * The 
two squadrons of the 9th Lancers, led by Captain Cole, “-a young officer 
of great promise,” followed up the pursuit for about four miles, when they 
overtook the enemy, captured six guns, and killed about a hundred of 
them, the rest dispersing over the country and escaping by the aid 
of the nullahs and broken features of the country. “ The conduct of the 
officers and men of the 9 th was most gallant, as they Undauntedly 
charged masses of the enemy.” f A ^small body of them reached a 
deep ravine, through which they could not ride. The enemy which 
lined it opened fire, and Captain Hutchinson fell mortally wounded. | 
The Field Artillery and Infantry followed in support as rapidly as 
possible and captured four more guns. Outram then occupied the 
Moosa Bagh with the 2nd Punjab Infantry under Major Green, and 
withdrew the rest of the troops to their quarters in the city. 

' Sir Colin^s combinations for greater success had, however, been 
thwarted by some misconception on the part of Brigadier Campbell 
and the difficulties of the ground he had to traverse. He left his 
encampment near the Alum Bagh about 2 A.sr., and had a little skirmish- 
ing here and there as he passed by villages and wooded and broken 
ground. A vidette, approaching too near a small mud fort apparently 

* Memorandum of operations carried on under the command of Major-General Sir James 
Outram, g.c.b., during the siege of Lucknow. "Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 484. 

•t Ihxd. Ibid. Ibid. 

. J Monday, March 22nd . — Poor Hutchinson died at ten o’clock last night. A piece of his 
skull was pressing on the brain, which accounts for his condition after receiving the fatal 
wound. Buried him in the beautiful walled garden at the river-side, below the Dilkoosha, 
at half-past five this evening. The band of the 42nd Highlanders accompanied the funeral 
procession to the burial place. Brigadier Hagart and the whole of the 9th were present. 

The Lancers carried their lances witii flags reversed. The deceased (who had an income 
of £2,000 a year, they say) was laid in the grave sewed up in a bed quilt and a white sheet. 
A coffin could not be obtained. " From I^ondon to Lucknow,” by a Chaplain in Her - 
Majesty’s Indian Forces, Volume II, page 454. 
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unoccupied, was fired on. Colonel James Hagarfe, Commanding the 7th 
Hussars, with a troop “ in point of numbers not more than half a troop ’’ 
of the 7th Hussars, some of Hodson’s Horse, a few men of the 7Sth 
Highlanders, and two of Major Tombs’ guns, was sent to dislodge them. 
After a couple of shells, about 50 men, led b}’- the Daroga or headman 
of the village, rushed out of the fort and came down upon the guns. 
Hagart ordered the 7th to charge. But 'the rebels reached them before 
they could get well in motion. Captain Slade and Cornet Banks 
were at once cut down, and Lieutenant Wilkins had his foot cut 
almost through. Hagart, followed by the wounded Wilkins and some 
of the men, rode " in at once to where a lot were hacking at poor Banks 
on hbo gi’onnd and saved h.\«v for tha tv\ne at least. He vrae dreadfully 
mutilated, and died fifteen or sixteen daj^s after. We then set to work 
and killed every one of our opponents. They seemed to have no idea 
of giving way but fought desperately. I was told they were fanatics 
maddened with bhang,” * 

Meanwhile Brigadier Campbell continued his march, but he reached 
his ground too late to intercept the heavy retreating masses of the 
enemy. He did not even then make a prompt attempt to pursue them. 
It was not till many thousands of the enemy had streamed out and 
ah’eady crossed miles of country that he was persuaded to allow some 
of his troops to follow them. The- first to get under way were two 
troops' of the 1st Sikh Irregulars under Captain the Honourable 
Hugh Chichester, with whom Lieutenant Sandeman f and Lieutenant 
Mackenize | were sent. After a gallop of several miles they overtook 
large bodies of the enemy on foot. 

Their cavalry had disappeared. A series of scrimmages and single 
combats ensued. The remainder of the 1st Sikhs, the 7th Hussars, 
and the military train came up, and the pursuit grew fiercer. The main 
road, the lanes and the fields were covered with bands of fugitives running 
for their life. Some stalked along with their muskets on their shoulders, 
sullenly disdaining to run, and Avhen assailed by their foes died fighting 


* An account of the engagement communicated in a manuscript correspondence l>y Lieu- 
tenant-ColonelJames Hagnr^ c.n. (retired), brother of the Brigadier, printed in “Incidents in 
Sepoy War,” by General Sir Hope Grant, ff.c.B, Sir Hope Grant writes : “Everything he 
(Hngort) had about him boro traces of his gallant struggle.” 


-f-Thc late Colonel Sir Robert Groves Sandeman, 
General, and Cbicf Commissioner in Baluchi«tan. 


K.C.S.I., .Agent to the Governor. 


Z The Into Colonel A. R. D. Mnclcenzic, c.n. 
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hard. Many wei'e killed. After a stern chase of several miles the 
enemy have vanished, and the horses being too fatigued to continue the 
pursuit,' Wale gave the order to halt. “ Then from the far side of a 
ravine a solitary figure fired his musket at a group of officers. He 
must have aimed at the one who, from his full brown beard and ap- 
parent age, seemed to him to be the most important and most likely to 
be the commander. That shot cost us the life of our brave com- 
manding officer. The gallant Captain Wale fell, mortally wounded 
by two slugs, one of which passed through his beard into his throat, 
the other into his mouth. He "was instantlj'^ avenged for as 
the rebel sepoy turned to fly, he also fell dead, hit in the spine 
by a bullet from the revolver of Captain Chichester,” * “ Sandeman, 

who was by his side, cai’ried him in his arms to a place of shelter. 
In a few minutes, to the deep grief of his officer’s and men, by whom he 
was loved as few commanding officers are ever loved, poor Wale 
breathed his last.” They Iruried him in the Moosa Bagh. In that 
- R'^yal Garden, now a wilderness of' shrubs, stands under the spread- 
ing arms of an old mango tree a solitary tomb, and the inscription in- 
forms us it was erected by a comrade to the memory of Captain F. 
Wale " who lived and died a Christian soldier.” f 

Sir Colin’s plans had thus been thwarted by an error of execution 
and one more fight had to be fought before he achieved his project. 
The Moulvie of Fyzabad, one of the most daring and resolute of the 
rebel leaders, returned to Lucknow, and with two guns and a large 
body of fanatics occupied a fortified building in the heart of the 
city. On the 21st of March Sir Edward Lugard with the 93rd 
Highlanders and. the 4th Punjab Rifles was sent to take the 
stronghold. The resistance was wonderfully fierce and violent, several 
of our men were killed, and the commandant J and second-in-command § 
of the 4th Punjab Rifles, on whom the brunt of the fighting fell, were 
desperately wounded. Brigadier Campbell with his cavalry attacked 
the insurgents when retreating from the city, inflicting heavy loss, and 
pursued them for six miles, 

• “Mutiny Memoirs,’' by Colonel A. R. D.' Mackenzie, c.b., page 201. 
t Ibid^ Ibid. Ibid. 

J Major A. T. Wilde. 

§ Captain J. Hood. 
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So ended the memorable Siege of LucknoTv. The capture of 
, the Moosa Bagh and the expulsion of the Moulvie from his stronghold 
marked the victorious close of a series of signal operations which had 
extended over twenty da 3 's. patience and sound judgment at all 
times, by a wise boldness at the right moment, Sir Colin seized a long 
range of massive palaces and walled courts of vast extent, which had 
been fortified with much skill and labour. He Avas nobty supported in 
his well laid plans by the professional skill of Napier, the determination 
and dash and vigour of Outram, and the indomitable bravery and reso- 
lution of the officers and men of all arms, A gallant soldier himself, 
who was at his best in the thick of battle. Sir Colin Campbell would 
never sacrifice his army in vain conflict with hopeless obstacles. In the 
siege and capture of Lucknow our loss was small. The aasualties 
amount to only 16 British officers, 3 Native officers, and 108 men 
killed ; 51 British officers, 4 Native officers and 540 men wounded, 
while 13 men were missing. “ That this great success, ” writes Lord 
Canning, “should have been accomplished at. so little cost of valuable 
lives enhances the honour due to the leader who has achieved it." * 

* General Order by the Bisht Hou’ble the Governor-General of India in Council, dated 
Allahabad, .Monday, 5th April 1858. '• Indian Mutiny,” Volume III, page 487. 
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THE INDIAN MUTINY 

CHAPTEE I 

LUCKNOW^ — DEFENCE OF ' THE IIESIDENC7. 

From the Grorernor’ General of India, to Sir Henet Laweekoe, k.c.b.,— 

Calcutta, 27th April 18d7> 

The 4.8th Eegiment, or any other which you may wsh to get rid 
of, may be moved to Meerut. Let the Commander-in- Chief know if you 
find it necessary to send it away, but do not wait for any further autho- 
rity, Should you have to dispose of a second, it can go to Cawnpore in 
the first instance, but I hope this will not be necessary. It is very 
desirable that our mistrust of a particular regiment should not be made 
notorious, and the removal of any corps from Oudh to a place where 
troops are not wanted would be understood at once of course. If you 
have regiments that are really untrustworthy, there must be no delicacy 
in the matter, but I hope that there are not two of that sort to be sent 
away. Your account of the Irregulars, v upon whom we shall then have 
to lean more exclusively, does not give me confidence in them, and indeed 
has been a disappointment to me, for I was under the impression 
that although taken straight from the King’s service they had shown 
themselves well satisfied with the change. Is not this the case with 
the artillery ? who bodily I think volunteered the other day for service 
in Persia, or elsewhere, at the pleasure of the Government. 

* This account no doubt was contained in a letter written by Sir Henry Lawrence to Lord 
Canning, dated the iSth of April. A portion of the letter is printed in Kaye’s “ History of 
the Sepoy War,” vol, I, page 577, and a portion in the ‘‘Life of Sir Henry Lawrence,” by Sir 
Herbert Edwardes and Herman Merirale, page 564. A thorough search has been made for 
the letter among the records of the period-bnt it has not been found. It was probably a 
private or demhofficial communication, 
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I think that you have done all, that could be done in the matter of 
Kooknoodowla.^”' I trust to your keeping me informed of all that passes 
in regard to the sepoys ; for ^Ye are very far from being out of the -wood 
yet. The fate of the 34th ten times more deeply tainted than the 19th is 
not jmt fixed ; but their case will be closed in two or three days. As to 
the 19th, nothing could be more orderly, resj)ectful, and submissive than 
their demeanor up to the last.f The only exception to this was in the 
case of some of the men from Oudh. Mr. Ward, the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, whom 1 had occasion to put tipon the traces of some of the dis- 
banded men, after they had left Chinsurah, told me that the Oudh men 
were inclined to be sulk}’- and uncommunicative, sometimes insolent, whilst 
all the rest wei*e quite the reverse. 

As yet I have not succeeded in tracing the disaffection of any of the 
regiments, 2nd, 19th or 34th, to any political causes or instigations; in- 
deed, the evidence is all in another direction and tends to show that vith 
• the mass of the men the cartridges and the alarm for caste and religion 
were at the bottom of it. .But I am also satisfied that this is not the 
case vdth all, and that politics do not go for nothing in the matter. - I 
shall be glad if you can learn whether amongst the men of either of the 
suspected regiments in Oudh, or amongst the disbanded men of the i9th 
who may return to Oudh, any difference of tone or behaviour is observ- 
able as between Hindus and Mussulmans. In the 34th there has been a 
marked distinction in the conduct of the two creeds. In the 19th none 
whatever. 

As to Irregulars, I look to the time when Oudh shall be held en- 
tu'cly, or very nearly so, by its own local troops ; and if you are disposed 
to recommend that the force should be increased, I shall receive the pro- 
posal very favorably. Bvtt I should like to reinforce it from outside, as 
as well as from within. How would Sikhs or Gurkhas do ? 

I entirely agree in all you say as to the error of stationing regulars 
and iiTegulars together. Pray act upon your views on that point. , I 
dare say you are right too in the matter of the magazine, but I do not 
understand the matter quite clearly. 


® “ Princo IlnoTcon-ontl.Dowliili. (Jio Fon of Sand-ut-AIIy, ruler of Otidh, nn old noble- 
man lielddiimurh eptcem liero.”— Sioge of Lncknnn- by L. E. Hees, page -12. 

t Tbc UTti^egiment Native Infantry was disbanded on fbe 31st March 18 .') 7, and the 
3ltb Uegiment N^S^Infantry" on the Olli of .May IB.'iT.— Selections from State papers 
preserved in the Miiita^^tjJ^pnrtmont, Vol. I {Delhi), pages 99 and 22G. 
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letter erom the goveehor-geneeal 


I know how thoroughly I may rely upon your considerate treat- 
i#ent of all Native interests. From what Mr. Jackson has told me* I was 
not surprised to see in your letter that some of the talookdars- have 
been hardly dealt ■with — ^many — ^if Mr. Jackson’s account was correct ; and 
he did not acquit Mr. Gubbins of the blame, but, in some details which 
he gave me, fixed it on the Financial Commissioner. I am sure that 
it will be necessary for you to keep a close watch and ar tight hand upon 
that officer. He has had, as against his late master, a triumph, which it 
would have been unjust and mischievous to -withhold from him ; but 
I have good reason to know that he is overmuch elevated by it, 

I am not able to give you much hope of a revenue survey establish- 
ment at present. The province which beyond all other cries out for- 
help in this way and has been refused it for a length of time, which is a 
heavy reproach to us, is Nagpore. Besides which, will not your officers 
in Oudh have their hands too full to take the part which they must take 
in a survey ? There surely will be little gained by turning the survey 
establishment into the country until the local officers can co-operate with 
it. Your estimate of the value of a survey, as equal to two regiments, 
is very tempting, but you must convince me that you will be in a con- 
dition to make the most of it before the claim will appear a very strong 
one, and even then Nagpore stands in the way for preference. 

I am very glad to hear that 3mu are so well pleased with those whom 
jmu have about you; send me a really good case in support of assistatice 
to Major Banks and it shall be given temporarily, 

I see by your letter to Talbot that jmu have nine newspaiDers in 
Lucknow ; are any of them agitating the cartridge question or any other 
matter that comes home to the sepoys, and in what sense, religious or 
political ? 

* “Hr. Coverley Jackson, a civilian from the Nortb‘\Vest Provinces, an expert revenue 
officer, held in high esteem as a man of ability, but more than suspected of some infirmity 
of temper.” — History of the Sepoy 'War by John William Kaye, vol. I, page 393. On tlio 
departure of General Outram on furlough, he was appointed to act as Chief Commissioner 
of Oudh. But the “ sharp contentions” between him and Mr. Martin Gubbins, the Financial 
Commissioner, led to the recall of Outram, Sir James Outram having volunteered his ser- 
vices for Persia, Sir Henry Lawrence was appointed to the Chief Commissionersliip. Regard- 
ing Mr. Gubbins, Sir Henry Lawrence wrote : “He lias strong views about breaking up estates 
and destroying the aristocracy. To a certain extent I agree with him, where it can be 
done fairly. He also professes to advocate low assessments, but in some quarters ho 
has enforced high ones. We have, however, sympathies in common, and he, Mr. Gubbins, 
’ was so tremendously mauled by iMr. Jackson, that he, even more than others, has hailei my 
coming.” — Life of Sir Henry Lawrence by Sir Herbert Edwardes and Herman ]Merivale, 
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Telejramfj'omtJie 'Fnvate Secretary to the Governor-General, to the Quartermaster- 
General, Simla, — dated Calcutta, 2nd May 1857. 

It may te necessary to move one of the Native Infantry regiments 
away from Oudh immediately. The Governor-General has authorised 
the Chief Commissioner to send it to Meerut. Let Sir Henry Lawrence 
be informed if any other station is preferred by the Commander-in- 
Chief. 


From Sir Hexet Laweence, e.c.b., Chief Commissioner for the Affairs of Oudh, 
to the Governor-General, — dated Luclcnoxo, 2nd May 1857. 

I have the honor to acknowledge Your Lordship’s letter of April 
27th just received, aud am glad to find that what I wrote of the 48th 
Hegiment yesterday^ quite meets your views. I fear to increase alarm 
and suspicion, and therefore do nothing not absolutely necessary. The 
officers of Her Majesty’s 32nd now sleep near their Hues as they 
ought always to have done. Two guns of a Native battery and thirty 
horsemen are also in their lines, so that they are a little army in 
themselves, and have the means of communicating with their neigh- 


bours. 

I have no reason to doubt the fidelity of the artillery, though 
much has been done to disgust many of the Native officers, bebause 
they don’t understand our mounted drill. All the European officers are 
very young men, and therefore look to .mere smartness. Lieutenant 
Ashe, a mere bo3% wants to invalid two jemadars, both of them fine 
soldierly-lookmg fellows who know theii’ duty as gunners and are good 
riders, but don’t understand English wmrds of command. One of them 
is onl}’- a trifle above forty yanrs of age, and neither of them wish to 
be invalided. I returned the roll and after a few days afterwards, being 
struck by the appeai’unce of the men at mounted exercise, I told Mr. 
Ashe we should be lucky to have such men as Native officers in 
our regular batteries. His reply Avas, “I protest Sir Henry against 
being compared with a regular one," or words to that effect. Another 
daj'^ I saw the reserve company of artillery, a sjjlendid set of felloAvs in 
appearance, at extension motions, that is, poking about their arms 


and feet as recruits have to do, though the majoritj’' are old soldiers and 
y^anj' were in our OAvn ranks. Thus it is that pipe-clay and over-drill 
te^^^disgust them. Two hours ago. Captain Carnegie came to tell me 
that ^ strong demonstmtion agains t cartridges in the 7th 
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Oudh Irregulars this morning. ' I hope and expect the report he hears is 
exaggerated, but I tell it for his' commentary. He also told of an intended 
meeting of traitors to-morrow night and asked whether he might put 
prisoners taken at .such a meeting into jail, as the kotAvali is not 
safe. He gave me, however, to understand that he considered the 
military police more unsafe than the Irregulars ; the former are under 
their OAvn old officers (single one to a regiment), while the IiTegulars 
are under new and young men now. Captain Carnegie is an old inter- 
preter and quartermaster of a Native corps and had no hint from me 
of my opinion ; yet I am not sure that he is not right. The police have 
had more duty, but less pipe-clay and bother. The pay is the same'. 

I have had BooknoodoAvla at my house and •rather like his 
appeai'ance, but his sons are not pleasant-looking fellows. These 
people, however, can only hy 'possihility be dangerous in connection AAuth 
our OAvn troops. I have struck up a friendship with two of the best 
and wealthiest of the Chiefs and am on good terms Avithall. We ought 
' therefore to have information of what occurs. 

I hope that the 34th Native Infantry Avill.be disbanded, and that 
Your Lordship Avill raise a mixed Gurkha and Hill Rajput Corps and 
Sikh one in lieu of the 34th and 19th ; Gurkhas are not easily ob- 
tained, but seven years ago I got a thousand volunteers at Khatraanda 
in a week to supply one company of the Guides. I did it through the 
Resident, or rather by his permission, through the medical officer 
whom I asked to speak to Jung Bahadoor and remind him of our old 
acquaintance. 

As far as I have yet ascertained, the bad feeling as yet is 
chiefly among the Hindu sepoys. Doubtless, it is their fear for caste 
that Has been worked on. l^Iajor Banks tells me that three years ago 
when the education stir prevailed in Beh.ar, a subadar of the Body- 
guard seriously consulted him -as to the truth of the report that all 
servants of the State were to be Christians. Thus the oldest and best 
Hindus are easily moved, but if bad feeling extended to open mutiny, 
the Mahomedans would soon become the most energetic and virulent 
mutineers. I Avill, as Your Lordship directs, watch for difference of 
feeling between the two creeds. Whatever may be the danger from 
the Native press, I look on it that the papers published in our 
language are much the most dangerous. • Disaffected Native editors 
need only translate as they do, with or without note or words of ad- 
miration or' reclamation editorials from the Friend of India (on the 
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duty of annexing every Native State, on tlie imbecility, if not wickedness, 
of allov^ing a single jaghir, and of preaching the Gospel even by 
c.ommanding officers) to raise alarm and hatred in the minds of all 
religionists and all connected with Native principalities and jaghirs; 
and, among the above, will be found the large majority of the danger- 
ous classes. We measure too much b}’’ English rules, and expect, 
contrary to all experience, that the energetic and aspiring among im- 
mense military masses should like our dead level and our arrogation to 
ourselves (even where we are notorious imbeciles) of all authority and 
all emolument. These sentiments of mine freely expressed during the 
last fifteen years have done me injury, but I am not the less convinced 
of their soundness, and that until we treat Natives, and especially 
Native soldiers, as having much the same feelings, the same ambition, 
the same perception of ability and imbecility as ourselves, we shall 
never be safe. I do not advocate altogether disregarding seniority ; 
but I do not wonder that Generals, Colonels, and Subadars should only, 
as a rule, be men past work who have never in their youth and energy 
been entrusted with power or responsibility. Also that we should expect 
the subadar and jemadar to be content with Rs. 67 and Rs. 24 a month, 
respectively, while in the Civil Department their fellows, ten and 
twentj’’ years younger, ebjoy Rs. 500, Rs. 600, and even Us. 1,000 ; and while 
thej' themselves, if under a Native ruler, would be Generals, if not Rajahs 
or Nawabs. I have not seen oi’iginal articles on the cartridge question ; 
but almost every letter and article in the English papers regarding 
Rarrackpore, Umballa, Meerut, Berhampore, and Diuapore have been 
translated. The original articles chiefly refer to local gidevanccs and 
personalities. The politics of the editor are to be chiefly gathered from 
pithy exclamations, &c., heading an article, as how good, wonderful, 
mutiny. See.,” more fines,’' with plentiful sui^ply of the word " mutiny,” 
“disobedience,” “disturbances.” I would not trouble any of them, but, with 
Tour Lordship’s permission, I think we might squash half the number by 
helping one or two of the cleverest with information and even with edito- 
rials and illustrations. Dr. Ogilvie tells me that more than one of the 


English illustrated papers Avould, for a good purpose, sell cheap their 
half-worn plates ; an illustrated vernacular paper cleverly edited would 
tell well ^and do good politically and morally. I will be glad of Your 
Lordships sanction to a trial, not involving above Rs. 5,000, £500 
Of course I would not appear, and I would use the present editors, at 
anv rate try to do .so. 
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I shall be quite willing to hold Oudh entirely with Irregulars 
aided by one or half regiment of Europeans and a couple of 
batteries . of European artillery, but I should ask, as Your Lordship 
contemplates, that the corps be of three classes, one-third mixed 
as at present, one-third with the Pathan and other Mahomedan tribes 
prevailing, and a thu’d of Sikhs ; indeed, I should like to add a fourth 
of the Parsiah or local outcaste tribe, who are fine hardy fellows and get 
service in the Bombay Army. I should like to have a corps of regu- 
lar cavalry, but I would not stand upon that, specially if Your Lordship 
will give a Corps of Guides for Oudh. The infantry of the Guide 
Corps, though only six companies, do, and have always done, the work 
of a full corps, and the three troops of cavalry have similarly done the 
duty of double their number ; no one cognizant of the Punjab for the 
last eleven years Avill controvert my assertion. It was I who suggested 
raising the Guides in 1846, and induced Lord Dalhousie to treble them 
in 1849, and I am convinced that if Your Lordship will allow 50 or 100 
men to be transferred as a nucleus from the old corps, that another, 
second to none in India, may be raised here by procuring recruits 
from all quarters. The one rupee increased pay, which rifter all is 
almost nominal as no marching batla is given, entices the hardiest 
soldiers into the ranks. Similarlj’-, the Bs. 4 extra to sowars and 
proportionately to Native officers provides better horses and obtains the 
best class of sowars. 

I hope the Oudh and Kajputana and Gwalior Irregulars will be 
put exactly on a footing with those of the Punjab, Your Lordship 
will then be able to move and mix all. The increased exjjenses will be 
more than covered by reducing the regular Native infantry from 1,000 
to 800 sepoys, which in the opinion of their best officers will render 
them more efficient and safe. 

Brigadier Gray expects, and seems to wish, to get a regular bri- 
gade by the end of the year. I hear of many men in the field to suc- 
ceed him. The efficiency of the force will much depend on its briga- 
dier. ' I beg to recommend to Your Lordship Major Coke of the Punjab 
Irregulars and Major (Lieutenant-Colonel I believe now) Anderson of. 
the Jodhpore Legion. Both are excellent officers, and either would do 
credit to Your Lordship’s selection. 


p need not say that if not otherwise provided for I would 
prefer Colonel Nicholson to either, but I hope he Yull get Bhurtpore, 
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I am sure Your Lordship will excuse the freedom with which I recom« 
mend these excellent officers. 

From Sir Henet Liweexce, k c.b., io the Bight Kon'hle the Govenior-Geiierai,-~ 
dated Ltichnoio, 3rd May 1857 {4 r.M.) 

I am sorry that the report I mentioned in my letter of j’^esterday 
is too true. The. 7th Oudh Infantry positively refuse to use the 
cartridge. I enclose a note of yesterday evening from the Brigadier, 
and I have now been for several hours investigating the circumstances 
of a letter sent from the 7th to the 48th saying they had acted for the 
faith and awaited the 48th’s orders. It was taken to an old Subadar 
(by mistake I think) and the old gentleman with the Havildar-Major 
took it to the Commanding Officer. The messenger affected perfect 
ignorance at first, but I have extracted from him that he has known 
the 7th for years. He has given up the names of two of the men who 
gave the letter to him. I have sent to have them seized. I may pro- 
bably feel obliged to take on myself the responsibility of disbanding 
the 7th ; whatever is done shall be with caution. 

It is so far well that the 48th have given up the letter, which is 
addressed to them all. Sevei-al of them have also to-day borne evidence 
against a Hindoo plate-cleaner of the hospital, who has been telling 
them lies. Colonel Palmer has great confidence in the 4-8th. 

From Brigadier Geat, to Sir Hknet Laweence, k.c.tj. 

After Hayes^ left me this evening with Lieutenant Watson’s cursory 
report I set off to the Hues of the 7th and saw the regiment paraded, 
and notwithstanding all that was stiid to the regiment I found them 
as obstinate as possible in regard to the cartridge which has been in 
use with the regiment for some time past. I hope on Monda)^ next to 
send you Lieutenant Watson’s report ; and I think myself that this 
affair has been brewing for some time past. 

I have only just returned or \vould have written sooner. 


From Geoege Coupee, Esq., Serretary to the Chief Commissioner of Oudh, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, —dated Luchnoio, 4th May 1857. 

I am directed to report, for the information of the Governor- Gene- 
ral in Council, that on the 2nd instant the 7th Oudh Eegiment, 

Cn]>t4iii F. F. C. Hayes, G2nd Native Infantry, Military Secretary to the Chief 
, Commissioner and Assistant to the Agent, GoTcrnor-Gonernl, Oudh. 
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stationed seven miles from the Lucknow Cantonments, refused to bite, 
the cartridge when ordered by its own ofiScers, and again by the Briga- 
dier. It was ordered to parade on the 4th. On the Srd several 
symptoms of disaffection appeared. At 4 P.M. the Brigadier reported 
it in a very mutinous state. Instantly a field battery, a wing of Her 
Majesty’s 32nd, one of the 4Sth and 71st Native Infantry and of the 7th- 
Cavalry, the 2nd Oudh Cavalry and 4th Oudh Infantry, marched against 
it. The regiment was found perfectly quiet ; formed line from column 
at the order, and expressed contrition. But when the men saw guns 
drawn up against them, half their body broke and fled, throwing down 
then.’ arms. The cavalry pursued and brought up some of them. The 
arms were collected and brought away, and the Kegulars were with- 
drawn. The disarmed 7th were directed to return to their lines, and 
recall the runaways. They were informed by Sir Henry Lawence that 
Government would be asked to disband the corps ; but that those found 
guiltless might be re-enlisted. The corps had, before the arrival of the 
troops, given up two prisoners to Captain Boileau and Lieutenant 
Hardinge, and had offered to give up forty more. During the day a 
treasonable letter had been brought by a subadar of the 48th Native 
Infantry to the authorities from these two prisoners and others of the 
7th, instigating the 4Sth to mutiny. All the corps displayed the best 
spirit, and in three hours the troops from three quarters were concen- 
trated opposite the mutineers. During the night everything was per- 
fectly quiet in the city, through part of v.drich the troops marched. 
They returned at 1 A.M. on the 4th, 


From Sir Heket Laweence, e.c.b., io the Governor-General of India,— dated 

LucTcnow, ith Hay 1857, 

Referring to what has.occurred with the 7th Oudh Irregulai-s and to 
the feeling that still. prevails against the 48th, I will be glad if it can be 
managed that one of the Sikh regiments can be sent up here at once, 
or even a wing. It might be on the plea of taking the place of the 
7 th. The camp is stated to have had great effect in the city, but 
people go so far as to tell me that the 4Sth last night abused the 7th 
for running away, and said if they had stood, the 48th would not have 
fired. I don’t believe one-quarter of these reports, but they are not 
pleasant. The intercepted letter of yesterday evidently fell into the 
wrong hands. It ended with “.it is a question of religion.’’ 


2 
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Telegram from Major Boutebie, io iS'iVHENBTLATVBEKCE, K.O.B.,— iircilvjorr, 

8 til 21ay 1837. 

Your letters of the 2nd and 3rd of May have been received. 

Do not disband mthout referring to Calcutta. 


Telegram from tlte Chief Commissioner of Oudh, io Major BouVEHlE,* dated 

Zticknow, 12th May 1837, 

Fifty-seven men of the 7th Eegiment, including two subadars and 
one jemadar, are prisoners. The Court of Inquiry is over; not much 
elicited. I will not disband. 


MINUTE jby the Gover-nor-General of India in Council, dated 10th 

May 1857. 

This despatch from the Chief Commissioner in Oudh reports 
the outbreak of a mutinous spirit in the 7th Regiment of the 
Oudh IiTegular Infantry, and their refusal to use the cartridges 
furnished to them. 

The regiment has been disarmed, and has been told that the 
authority of Government will be asked for its disbandment ; but that 
those found guiltless should be re-enlisted. 

Sir Henry Lawrence has acted with promptitude, and should 
be supported in the coxxrse which he has taken. His report of 
the first part of the transaction is meagre ; but I have no doubt 
whatever that his measures of precaution and coercion, taken in 
concert with Brigadier Gray, were fully necessary ; and I see no 
reason in the tardy contrition of the regiment for hesitating to con- 
firm the punishment of all who are guilty. I would, therefore, support 
the Chief Commissioner at once. I think it better, however, that the 
disbandment, to whatever length it may be carried, should be real ; 
and that the men whose innocence can be shown, and whose general 
character is irreproachable, or those by •whom offenders have been 
denounced and mutinous designs cUsclosed, should be retained in the 
ranks, the others being dismissed absolutely and finally. There is a 
fiction in discharging soldiers one day to take them back the next, 
•whatever may be their claims to mercy, which will greatl}- weaken the 
general effect of the measure as an example. 

Mnjor r. A. P. Biiuverie, 35th Nulivc Infantry, AiJ-de-Camp to the Govornox* 
Gcii" nil. 
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I propose that Sir Henry Lawrence should be instructed to this 
effect. 

It appears thut the revised instructions for the platoon exercise, by 
iVhich the biting of the cartridge is dispensed with, had not come into 
operation at Lucknow when the event took place. Explanation of this 
should- be asked. 

(Sd.) CANNING. 


MINUTE by Mr. Horin, dated 10th May 1857. 

I do not think disbandment is a sufficient punishment for a case of - 
this sort. The regiment not only mutinied itself, but tried to induce 
others to mutiny. 

The sooner this epidemic of mutiny is put a stop to the better. 
Mild measures won’t do it: A severe example is wanted. 


Tt is little or no punishment to a local on Rs. 5 monthly pay to 
be disbanded in his own country. In many instances it might rather 
be a convenience to him than otherwise. 

I would try the whole of the inen concerned for mutiny, and punish 
them with the utmost rigour of military law. I am convinced that 
timely severity will be leniency in the long run. 

I do not understand how it happens that the names of Captain 
Boileau and Lieutenant Hardinge appear in this affair. They are not 
officers of the 7th. Is it to be inferred from this that the officers of the 
7th have no influence on their own corps ? 

My theory is that no corps mutinies that is well commanded. If 
it should turn out that the officers of the 7th have been negligent in 
their duty, I would remand every one of them to their own regiments. 

The biting of the cartridge can only have been an excuse for 
mutiny, since I presume it is certain that no new rifles - or greased 
cartridges have been served out to this local corps. 

(Sd.) J. DORIN. 

MINUTE by Major-General Low, dated 10th May 1857. 

The report from the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner in Oudh, 
dated the 4th instant, does not describe, so distinctly as one could wish, 
all that actually occiuTed previous to the 3rd instant, and since. I can- 
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not say with much precision all that ought, in my opinion, to be done 
by orders of the Government, especially as it appears to me, that pro- 
bably the main body of this regiment in refusing' to bite the cartridges, 
did so refuse, not from any feeling of disloyalty or disaffection towards 
the Government or their officers, but frotn an unfeigned and sincere 
dread, owing to their belief in the late rumours about the construction 
of those cartiidges, that the act of biting them would involve a serious 
injury to their caste and to their future respectability of character. In 
short, that if they were to bite these cartridges they would be guilty of 
a heinous sin in a religious point o£ view. 

I have no hesitation, however, in stating, that I concur generally 
in the j^lan of proceeding laid down in the Governor-General’s Minute 
of yesterday on this subject, and I have only to add, that I would select 
a few of the most guilt}’’, especially those who originally instigated their 
comrades to refuse to obey orders, to be tried by Courts-Martial for 
Mutiny, and I would disband the main body of the regiment, on the 
plan of not re-admitting into the service any man who had once been 
disbanded. 

(Sd.) J. LOW. 

P. S. — I beg to add my opinion, that if it should come to light 
that want of zeal, or Avant of good judgment, or shortcomings of any 
kind have been evinced by European officers on this occasion, they 
ought to be promptly punished to the fullest extent that is admissible 
in such cases by the rules or by the usages of the service. 


MINUTE hy Mr. Grant, dated lltli May 1857, 

I agree in all the general views e.vpressed in the Minutes above 
recorded j but I confess that the information contained in Mr. Couper’s 
letter of the 4th instant, which contains all I know with certainty of 
the affair reported, is not, in my judgment, sufficiently full, or sufficient- 
ly precise and specific, to enable Government to come to a satisfactory 
decision as to the measures which ought to be taken in this case. 

2. In particular, I so far agree with my honom-able colleague Mr. 
Dorin that I think it very probable, that for some of the men concerned, 
only soiiie fj-.v I hope, disbandment is not a sufficient punishment for a 
case of this sorb, and I apprehend that any men Avhom it is desirable to 
try by military law, in order to the infliction upon them of some-posi- 
tive and seyero punishment, ought not to be disbanded meanvvliile. 
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But the iufovmatiou before us does not warrant any final order to this 
effect, for excepting the two prisoners who carried what is called, a trea- 
sonable, but what I presume to have been at most a mutinous, letter to 
the 48th Regiment, it does not enable us to indicate any men as fit 
subjects for especial example. 

3. Also I agree with my honourable colleague General Low in 
thinking it probable, that the main body of these men may have refused 
to- bite cartridges, not from any feeling of disaffection, but from an 
unfeigned dread of losing casta, engendered by the stories regarding 
cartridges, which have been running like wildfire through the country 
lately. Sepoys are, in many respects, very much like children, and acts, 
which on the part of European soldiers would be proof of the blackest 
disloyalty, may have a very different significance, when done by these 
credulous and inconsiderate, but generally not ill-disposed beings. 
These men, taken from the late Oudh Army, can have learned as yet 
little of the vigour of British discipline ; and although there can be no 
doubt that the cartridges which they refused to bite were not the new 
cartridges for the Enfield musket which, by reason of the very culpable 
conduct of the Ordnance Department, have caused all this excitement ; 
yet it may be presumed, that they were the first cartridges that these 
men were ever required to bite in their lives. Also there is no saying 
what extreme mismanagement there may have been on the part of the 
Commandant and Officers in the origin of the affair; the mere fact of 
making cartridge-biting a point, after it had been purposely dropped 
from the authorized system of drill, merely for rifie practice, is a pre- 
sumption for any imaginable degree of perverse management. 

4). But amidst these opposite considerations, I find, in the single 
report before me, nothing to guide our judgment, towards a just and 
politic leniency on the one hand, or a just and necessary severity on the 
other. 

5. I can hardly think that Sir Henry Lawrence does not intend 
to send up a full report of the affair, with the usual reports of the Com- 
mandant and Brigadier, on a matter so distinctly in their own province, 
as mutiny in the regiment of the one, and in the brigade of the other 
officer. The professional reports, we may fairly expect, will contain full 
information, or at least very much fuller explanation, than is coriveyed 
in the few lines submitted through Mr. Couper. I can hardly think 
that Sir Henry Lawrence intended the Governor-General in Council to 
pass a final order on so serious a question as the disbandment of a 
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regiment, on the mere heads of intelligence before ns. And I observe 
that he does not make any actual recommendation in this letter ; he only 
states that he told the men what recommendation he intended to make. 

6. We are told that on the 2nd instant the regiment refused to 
bite the cartridge, when ordered by its own officers, and again by the 
Brigadier. But we do not know how this refusal was manifested. Was 
it that every man when on drill individually refused ? or was it that 
the whole regiment, when on parade, refused to obe}’- the word of com- 
mand ? or was it, that, notwithstanding the orders of the Commandant 
and Brigadier, the determination of the whole regiment to refuse was 
declared through Native officers or others ? or in what one of an infinite 
number of conceivable ways was the refusal manifested ? What 
had passed previously on the subject, and what were the attendant 
circumstances of the refusal ? 

7. We are told that on the 3rd several symptoms of disaffection 
appeared. What were these symptoms ? Did they appear in such a 
manner as to implicate the whole regiment, or a portion only, or certain 
individual men only ? and if they did not implicate the whole, what 
portion, or how many individual men did they implicate ? This is an 
all-important point ; for it may make the whole difference between 
actual dread arising from credulous folly (such as General Low alludes 
to) which ought to have been, but was not, corrected by sensible and 
kindly explanations), and real heartfelt disloyalty. 

8. Lastly, we are told that the regiment was reported by the Bri- 
gadier to be in a very mutinous state on the 4th instant ; neither this, 
nor any other report on the subject is sent up. What was it exactly 
that'the report thus alluded to was founded upon ? The next thing wc 
learn is that on that same day, at 4 o’clock in the evening, the regi- 
ment was found perfectly quiet, formed line from column at the order, 
and expressed contrition. 

9. I do not understand whether the fact of half the regiment 
breaking and throwing down their arms afterwards in a panic caused 
by seeing the artillery forms a part of the Chief Commissioner’s 
grounds for disarming the regiment or not, for the letter of his Secre- 
tary is a mere summary of facts, and gives no reason for anything. 
It is desirable to know whether weight is attached to this fact or not, 
and whether the panic was attributable to any movement accidental or 

otherwise, threatening, or seeming to threaten, the immediate opening 
of fire. 
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10. In this unsatisfactory state of our information, the question 
in my mind arises, is there any important object to gain passing on 
the instant an order to disband the regiment, which, as I understand it, 
will preclude Government from doing anything more or anything less, 
even should the receipt of complete information hereafter prove that 
more or less was required ; under all the circumstances, I doubt that 
there is any such object. 

In each of the cases of 19th and 34th Native Infantry, in which 
the Governor-General himself initiated directly the measures taken, a 
Court of Inquiiy sat and reported, and all the facts were carefully 
ascertained and considered, before any decisive step was taken. This 
calm, just, considerate, and dignified course, neither too hasty nor too 
dilatory, appears to me to have had the best effects and to have been 
generally approved by sensible men. It is a question, and a fair ques- 
tion, whether in the case of the 34th, the Jemadar should have been 
the only man selected for condign punishment by Court-Martial, and it 
is indeed my o^vn opinion, that if the regiment had not been command- 
ed by an incapable man, other chief criminals in that bad corps would 
not have escaped positive punishment. But the time occupied in 
inquiry facilitated any selection of the greatest criminals, whose guilt 
was proveable that it might have been desired to make. I am strongly 
inclined to recommend that the same course, as far -as possible, be 
taken in the case, of the 7th Oudh Eegiment. 

11. The only distinction in this case is that the Chief Commis- 
sioner took the initiative, and has summarily disarmed the regiment. 
It was, I doubt not, quite right to do so, but that this has been done, 
seems to me to make it all the less necessary for Government to pass 
any final order such as that of disbanding the regiment before it is in 
possession of complete information. The prompt stroke of the Chief 
Commissioner seems to me to have done all the good that immediate 
action can do, and to have left ample time for full investigation. I 
think the dismissal of the bad men, with the trial by Court-Martial of 
a few of the worst men a month hence, likely to have a better effect 
than a more general disbanding now. 

12. I express an opinion on this subject with diffidence ; but my 
inclination is to support Sir H. La'wrence by full approval of what he 
has done, to tell him that Government awaits his recommendation 
j'egarding the regiment,, and the reports of the military authorities 
upon the affair ; and to instruct him, if he has not anticipated the 
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order, to appoint a Military Court of Inquiry to investigate and report 
upon the whole subject, including the conduct of the European officers 
of the regiment before and during the 2ud, 3rd, and 4th of May. 

(Sd.) J. P. GRANT. 


MIN UTE hy Mr. Peacock, dated 11th May 1857, 

I have no doubt that eventually it will be necessary -to dismiss 
from the service the greater portion of the Native officers and soldiers 
of this regiment. I can scarcely think it possible that under any cir- 
cumstances a regiment, which has been marched against by other 
troops and disarmed for mutinous conduct, can be retained in the 
service of Government. I agree in thinlcing that such of the Native 
officers and soldiers as are dismissed should be dismissed finally, and 
that none should be dismissed upon condition, that if found guiltless, 
they shall be re-enlisted. The ringleaders, and some of those who 
have taken the most active part in the mutiny, should be tried and 
punished. I do not understand that it is proposed to dismiss the ring- 
leaders without punishment. I am inclined to think that it will be 
better to obtain a further and more complete report before passing final 
orders. Indeed, as Sir H. LaAvrence does not ask for the sanction of 
Government to the disbandment of the regiment, I expect he intends 
to send a further report. 

Mr. Couper’s letter was written on the 4th, the day on which the 
troops returned to Lucknow, after the disarming of the 7th-Eegiment on 
the evening of the 3rd. It seems to have been written merely for in- 
formation, and not for orders. Perhaps it may be advisable to ask Sir 
H. Lawrence, by electric telegraph, whether he intends to send a fur- 
ther report and whether any inquiry has been ordered. 

(Sd.) B. PEACOCK. 


MINUTE hy the Governor-General concnrred in hy the Members of 
Council, dated l^th May 1857. 

I am averse to multipl37ing Minutes ; but having read those which 
have been recorded on the subject by my honourable colleagues, I desire 
to say that it was not the intention of my Minute of the 9th instant that 
the answer to be given to Sir H. Lawrence should be a final order, or 
even a sanction of immediate disbandment." ' 
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Sir H. Lawrence had told the men that he would ask Government 
to disband them. I think that he was right ; but I think that having 
thus announced his reference to Government, the sooner that it could 
■be made known to himself, and to the regiment, and to the troops in 
general, that he had the support of Government, the better. And al- 
though his report was meagre, it was not so incomplete as to make it 
necessary to delay the assurance of that support. 

But Sir H. La^vrence had also proposed, before the regiment, to 
take a course which, if carried out, would have diminished the effect 
)of disbandment generally as a warning, making it in some instances a 
mere form, and would have worn the appearance of haste and inconsi- 
derateness on the part of the Government This single error of 
Sir H. Lawrence I proposed to con*ect at once. 

, I did not conceive that inquiry according to daily usage would 
be omitted, or that all graver punishments would be swallowed up 
in disbandment, or that we should not have fuller reports from Sir 
H. Lawrence, 

I also wish to say that it is my conviction that the measures 
which have been taken in dealing with the mutineers have not been 
•too mild. I have no doubt that many rank offenders have not had 
•their deserts ; but I know no instance in which the punishment of any 
individual could, Avifch unquestionable justice, have been made more 
severe : and I am not disposed to distrust the efficacy of the measures, 
because the present ferment in running its course over the land after 
being checked in the Presidency, has shown itself in Oudh and in the 
•North-West, 

' I would meet it everywhere with the same deliberately measured 
■punishments, picking out the leaders and prominent offenders, 
wherever this is possible, for the severest penalties of military law ; visit- 
ing the common herd with disbandment, but carefully exempting those 
whose fidelity, innocence, or perhaps timely reiDentance is proved. 

This has been the course hitherto pursued, and I earnestly recom- 
mend that it be adhered to steadily. 

(Sd.) CANNING. 

. My only wish is to punish prominent offenders with severity, and 
there would seem to be more in the present case than has yet transpired. 
It is to be hoped that the news from Meerut (in the telegraph message 
, from Agra, in this box) is not true. 

May mr. 


(Sd.) J. DORIN, 
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I concur in the views' recorded by the Governor- General in the 
above Minute of this date. 

mil May 1857. (Sd.) J. LOW. 

Any hesitation I felt' is entirely removed by finding that it is not 
intended that the order now to issue is to be in the nature of a final 
order. I am sorry that I misapprehended the question : but Sir H. 
Lawrence’s omission to promise a further report, and to mention that 
inquiry was in progress— unusual omission on such occasions — helped to 
mislead me. I most entirely agree as to the necessity of correcting the 
impression that the disbanding or dismissal, when it takes place, mil 
be fictitious in the case of any man to whom it applies. ' 

mil May 1867. (Sd.) J. P. GRANT. 

I concur. 

mil May 1867. (Sd.) B. PEACOCK. 

From Colonel It. J. H. Bincn, c.b., Secretary to the Government of India, in the 
Military Department, to the Chief Commissioner of Otidh,— dated Fort 
William, 13th May 1857. 

With reference to your Secretary’s letter of the 4th instant, to 
the address of the Secretaiy to Government in the Foreign Department, 
I am de^ed to inform you that the Governor- General in Council ap- 
proves of the prompt measures you adopted in regard to the 7th Regi- 
ment of Oudh Infantry. 

2. The Governor- General in Council is of opinion, however, that 
the disbandment, to whatever length it may be carried, should be real, 
and that the men whose innocence can be shown, and whose general 
character is irreproachable, or those by w'hom offenders have been 
denounced, and mutinous designs disclosed, should be retained in the 
ranlvS, the others being dismissed absolutely and finally ; as, in the 
opinion of his Lordship in Council, there is a fiction in discharging 
soldiers one day to take them back the next, whatever may be their 
claims to mercy, which would greatly weaken the general effect of the 
measure of disbandment as an example. 

3. The length to which it may be found expedient to carry such 
a measure, together with the nature of any further punishment in in- 
dividual cases proved necessary, can be taken into consideration only 
'''hen Gwemment is in possession of the full inquiry, which it is pre- 
sumed hasNbeen instituted into the circumstances attendant upon the 
occurrences 4th instant. 

4. The Gov^isnor-General in Council feels it necessary that he 
s ould fully understauhv]iO''V the refusal on the 2nd instant to bite the 
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cartridges was manifested ; what had passed previously on the subject, 
and what were the circumstances which led to the refusal ; how the 
symptoms of disaffection, said to have been shown on the 3rd instant, 
appeared ; whether in such a manner as to iuTplicate the whole regiment 
or a portion only ; and if the latter, how many individuals. 

5. Again, it is stated that on the 4th* instant the regiment Avas 
reported to the Brigadier to be in a state of mutiny. It does not 
appear upon Avhat circumstances this report was founded, for on the 
same evening the regiment Avas found perfectly quiet, obeyed the 
orders given to. form line, and expressed contrition; explanation on this 
point is required. 

6. The Governor-General in Council desires also to be informed 
Avhether subsequently the circumstance of the regiment breaking and 
throwing doAvn its arms formed a part of jmur grounds for disarming 
it, and whether the panic was attributable to any movement accidental 
or otherAvise, threatening, or seeming to threaten, the opening of fire. 

7. Should the inquiry Avhich your telegram to Major Bouverie of 
the 12th instant states to have been already made not fully embrace all 
these points, I am desired to request that a further investigation may 
be made into the subject, including the conduct of the European officers 
of the regiment prior to and during the occurrences in question. 

8. A book containing the practice with rifles, recently printed by 
order of Government, is understood to have been despatched to the regi- 
ments of Oudh Local Infantry, on or about the 14th ultimo. In that 
book it is directed that the cartridge shall be torn open, and no allusion 
is made to the old practice of biting it. The Governor-General in 
Council Avishes to knoAV when that book Avas received by the corps at 
Lucknow. 

Telegram from Sir Henht Lawbence, e.c.b., to the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Luchnow, 16th Hlag 1857. 

All is quiet here, but affairs are critical ; get every European you 
can from China, Ceylon, and elscAvhere ; also all the Gurkhas from the 
hills ; time is everything. 

Telegram from Sir Henbt Lawbence, e.c.b., to G. F. Edsionstone,! 'Esq.,— dated 
. ' Lucknow, 16th May 1857. 

All is Avell here. Give me plenary military poAver in Oudh ; I 
will not use it unnecessarily. I am sending tAvo troops of cavalry to 


* 3rd instant. 

t G. F. Edmondstone, Esq., c.s.. Secretary, Foreign Department. 
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Allahabad. Send a company of Europeans into the fort there ; it ■will 
be good to raise regiments of ii-regular horse under good officers. 


Telegram from G. F. EDstoKSTOHE, Esq,, to Sir Henry Lawrence, k.c.b.,— dated 

Calcutta, lOlli May 1S57. ’ 

You have full militaiy po'wers. The Governor-General will support 
you in eveiybhing you tliink necessary. 

It is impossible to send an Eurojiean company to Allahabad. 
Dinapore must not be weakened by a single man. 

If you can raise any in-egulars that you can trust, do so at once. 
Have you any good officers to spare for the duty ? 


Telegram from Sir Jl^'snTltk.vruv,-!^CE,-K..c.Ti., to the Governor-General of India 
in Council, — dated Luclenow, 17th May 1857. 

You ai'e quite right ■bo keep Allahabad quite safe. We shall do 
■without Sikhs or Gurkhas ; all well. We have concentrated the troops 
as much as possible so as to protect the treasury and magazine, and 
keef> up a communication. Generally a good spirit. A false alarm last 
night. 

Telegram from Sir H. Lawrence, to Major Botjvebie,— dofed Lnclcnoxo, 17ih 

May 1857. 

The case being emergent, I have disposed of the 7th Regiment 
by dismissing about fifteen sepoys, and th6 Native officers with one or 
two exceptions, and promoting half-a-dozen men ; all others are 
forgiven. Their Commanding Officer has returned from the Hills, and . 
says he implicitly trusts them. Two hundred only will be armed until 
orders are received. -All quiet here ; but we are preparing. If Sikhs 
are wanted at Allahabad, keep two companies or the wing there. The 
Eort ought to be made quite safe. Could not two companies of the 
lObh Foot be pushed up to the Fort ? Even three companies of Sikhs 
will be useful here. Keep Benares safe. 


Telegram from Sir Henry Lawrence, to the Secretary to the Governmeni. 

of India, in the Military Department,— dated Lucknoio, 18th May 1857. • 

As there is difficult}*-, do not send the Sikhs to Lucknow. 


-Telegram from Sir Heney Lawrence, k.c.b., <o G. P. EDjiONsroNE, Esq.,-d«fa 
All 19a May 1857. 

very -well m city, cantonments, and country. 
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GENERAL ORDER by the Right llon’ble the Governor-General of 
India in Gouncil, — dated Fort WiUia7ii, 19th May 1867. 

The Bight Hon’ble the Governor-General of India in Council is 
pleased to mahe the following appointment : — 

Colonel Sir H. M. Lawrence, k.c.b., of the Regiment of Artillery, 
Honorary Aid-de-Oamp to the Queen, Agent to the Governor-General 
and Chief Commissioner in Oudh, to be a Brigadier-General with effect 
from the 16th instant. 


Telegram from the G-overnor- General of India in Council, to Sir Henet 
L iWEENCE, K.C.B., — dated Calcutta, 19th May 1857. 

You are gazetted a Brigadier-General. This will give you the fullest 
military powers. An order just issued will give you large powers of 
rewarding merit. 


Telegram from Sir Henet Liweence, e.c.b., to G. F. Edmonstone, Esq., — dated 
Luchnoio, 20th May 1857 (8-40 a.m.) 

All very well at Lucknow and in the districts; our position now is 
very strong. In case of necessity no fears are entertained. 


jj’OJE Sir Heney Laweence, k.c.b., to Major-General Sir Hugh Wheelee, 
K.C.B., — dated LucTcnow, 20th May 1857, 

I have been so much engaged that I have been unable sooner to 
answer jmur kiud and interesting letter. I entirely agree in your senti- 
ments. You are a tow'er of strength to us at this juncture. We are all 
right now. We had eight posts; as Sir C. Napier would say, we were 
like chips in porridge. We have given up four posts and greatly 
strengthened three. In the centre of the three we have a post of 400 
men with about twenty guns, including 18-pounders. The post is in three 
platoons. In the upper are 100 Europeans and as many sepoys. In 
No. 2 is the mass of our powder, quite under No. 1 command. The 18r 
pounders command both bridges leading to cantonments. One hundred 
and thirty Europeans and six guns and 200 sepoys are ai; the treasury ; 
the sepoys, as usual, guard the treasury tent ; the guns are in and about 
' the Residency above but not threatening them. The old magazine, 
which was guarded by thirty men, had in it all the train, spare wagons, 

■ and ammunition, six field guns and numberless old Oudh guns and^ 
mountain guns, bomb-works, &c.. The latter were yesterday spiked and 
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the trunnions knocked oflf, and all the former have been removed or • 
destroyed. It is now guarded by 300 men of several regiments, -and 4.S 
hours hence the old magazine will have little in it to invite attack. 
Six guns and two squadrons of the 2nd Oudh Irregular Cavalry are at- 
the ddk bungalow, half-way to cantonments, and in cantonments we 
have about 340, Her Majesty’s 32nd, close to twelve guns, six of Euro- 
pean battery and six of the Oudh Light Field Battery. Yesterday a; 
false alarnfi of the 7lst Native Infantiy arming, quite false. . In the 
evening I rode through the Native infantry lines and was ever 3 ’’where 
very well received, especially by the 48th, with many of whom I have 
struck up a dostee. Kindly send copy of this letter to the Governor- 
General, and the Lieutenant-Governor and my brother, John. 

Copy forwarded to the Right Hon’ble Viscount Canning, Governor- 
General of India, with Major-General Wheeler’s respectful compliments. 
Dated Cawnpore, 22nd May 1857. 

Telegram from G, F. Editonston-b, Esq., io Sir Henet Laweence, k.c.b.,— 
dated Calcutta, 21st May 1857. 

Keep 3 mur eye steadily on Rajah Maun Singh. Particulars by post 
to-day. 

Telegram from Sir Henet Laweence, k c.b., to G. F, Edmonsxone, Esq , — 
dated Lucknow, 21st May 1857, 

I have assumed military command. All quiet, but several reports 
of intended attack on us. Fifty Europeans sent this morning in dak 
carriages and two squadrons of IiTegular Cavalry to Cawnpore j will 
arrive to-night. 

Telegram from Sir Henet Laweence, k.c.b., io the Financial Secretary,* — dated 
Lucknoic, 22nd May 1857 (8 A.M.) . 

All perfectly quiet here. A fire in cantonment last night ; speedily 
extinguished. 

Telegram from Henet Laweence, 's..c.^.,to the Governor- General of India 
in Council, — dated Lucknoio, 23rd May 1857 (2 p.M.) 

Our magazine stores are nearly all moved into the Machee Bawun, 
where ten da 3 ’’s supplies for 500 men are stored. Thii’ty guns and 100 
Europeans are in position there. I am with 290 Europeans and the 
uropean battery in cantonments. We are safe, except external influences. 

H. Lushington, Esq., c.s. 
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Cawnpore to be reinforced with all speed., Delhi ought similarly to be 
recovered. When may Her Majesty’s 84th be expected at Cawpore ? 


Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Council, to Sir Henby 
LaWEENCK, K.C.B., — dated Calcutta, 2iih May 1857 (3 p.m.) 

It is impossible to place a wing of Europeans at Cawnpore in less 
time than 25 days. 

The Government dak and the dS,k companies are fully engaged 
in carrying a company of the 84th to Benares at the rate of eighteen 
men a day. 

A wing of the Madras Fusiliers arrived yesterday and starts to-day ; 
part by bullock train, part by steamer. The bullock train can take 100 
men a daTy, at the rate of thirty miles a day. 

The entire regiment of the Fusiliers, about 900 strong, cannot be 
collected at Benares in less than nineteen or twenty days. One hundred 
and fifty men, who go by steam, will scarcely be there so soon. 

I expect that from this time forward troops will be pushed upwards 
■at- the rate of 100 men a day from Calcutta, each batch taking ten 
days to reach Benares. From Benares they will be distributed as most 
required The regiments from Pegu, Bombay, and Ceylon will be sent 
up in this way. Every bullock and horse that is to be had, except just 
enough to carry the post, is retained ; and no troops will be sent by 
steam which can be sent more quickly by other means. 

This is the best I can do for you. I look anxiously for the reco- 
very of Delhi. I fear the Commander-in-'Chief’s force cannot be there 
before Tuesday. 

Telegram from Sir Henby Laweence, k.c.b., to the Governor-General of India 
in Council, — dated LucTcnmo, 34tk May 1857 {10 A.ii.) 

All here perfectly quiet and well. 

Telegram from Sir Hexey Laweence, e.c.b., to the Governor- General of India in 
Council, — dated Lzicknoto, Sdth May 1857 (2 p.m.) 

All is quiet throughout this province, and defensive arrangements 
are completed at Lucknow. 

Telegram from 5/r Henby Laweence, e.c.b., to the Governor- General of India in 
Council , — dated lucicnoiv, 25th May 1857 (7-3 a.m.) 

All are yet perfectly quiet here, but all depends on the troops at 
Cawnpore. Send up there all the Einopean troops you can. 
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. Telegram from Sir HeNRT Latviience, e.c.e., to the Governor-Geiieral of India in 
Council, — dated LueJcnoto, 25th Mag 1857 (3-2 p.m.) 

The Eed prayers are concluded, and everything is perfectly quiet 

hero. 

Telegram from the Secretarg to the Government of In&ia, hi the Military Degart- 
ment, to Sir Henby Lawrence, K.c.n.,— dated Calcutta, 26th Mag 1857. 

You are requested to send to my address, by dale, as early as practic- 
able, official reports of the proceedings that have taken place at the 
several stations since the commencement of the outbreak. 

■ Telegram from Sir K'E'SU^ Lawrence, e.c.e., the Governor-General of India in 
Council,— dated LucJcnoio, 26th May 1857 {4-20 p.m.) 

The Eed has passed quietly. Everything tranquil here. 

Telegram from Sir HeNEV Lawrence, e.c.e., to the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Luchnoio, 26th May 1857 {8 p.m.) 

I strongly advise that as many ekka daks be laid as possible, from 
Raneegunge to Ga^vnpore, to bring up European troops. Spare no 
expense. 

Telegram from Sir HeNRT Lawrence, e.c.e., to the Governor- General of' India in 
Council, — dated Luchnow, 27th May 1857 [12 noon.) 

All well at Lucknow. 

Telegram from Sir Henry Lawrence, e.c.e., to the Governor-General of India 
in Council, — dated Lucknom, 28th May 1857 [3 p. m.) 

All’s well. 

Telegram from Sir Hejtey Lawrence, e.c.e., to G. P. Edmonstone, Esq.,— 

■ Lucknow, 29th May 1857 [3-4 p.m.) 

All quiet, but great uneasiness at Lucknow ; disturbances threatened 
outside. A tahsildar killed in settling a quarrel. Tranquillity cannot 
be much longer maintained, unless Delhi be speedily captured. 

Telegram from Sir Henry Lawrence, e.c.e., to the Governor-General of India 
in Council, — dated Lucknow, 31st May 1857. 

An emeute at 9 p.m. Several bungalows burnt, and two or three 
offiv,ers kilkd and as many wounded *, Brigadier Handseemb among the 
■former. other loss incurred. Quiet in the city. ’ I am in canton- 
ments. It is difficult to say who are loyal, but it is believed the major- 

Cavalry proved false. The effects of this 

e7>^e^^^e may be bad. 
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Telegram from Sir Henrt Li-wnEKCE, e.c.b., lo ihe Governor-General of India in 
Council,— dated. Lucknow, 31st Mag 1837 (5 r.ii.) 

Most of the lioixses in the cantonments have been burnt at the out- 
hreah. The mutineers, consisting of half of the 4Sth Native Infantry, 
about half of the 7 1st, some few of the 13th, and two troops of the 7th 
Cavalry have fled towards Sitapur. We followed them seven miles 
with four guns and two companies of Her Majesty’s 3 !nd and 300 horsei 
The latter evinced no zeal, and we could onl}'- get within round-shot 
distance of the mutineers. We took thirb}’^ prisoners. I write in great 
haste after return. 

All quiet, hly anxieties are for Cawnpore and the districts.* 


Telegram from Sir Hekrt Lawkkkci:, e c.b., to the Governor- General of India in 
Council, — dated Lucknotc, 1st June 1857 {3 r 'ii.) 

' Much excitement all day in the city. Yesterday an insurrection 
threatened. In the evening some skirmishes with police, wdnch under 
Captain Carnegie behaved admirably and beat off the rioters. The 
city guards were stiengthened with 100 Europeans and four guns. 
Colonel Inglis and I slept in the town. Night quiet at all points. 
The faithful remnants of three infantry regiments, and 7ih Cavalry, about 
700 men, encamped yesterday afternoon close to the detachment of 200 
of Her Majesty’s 32nd and four European guns. We are in much better 
position at Lucknow, but I fear the effects of the eraeute in the districts. 
A treasure party came in safe this morning. It was in danger, but 100 
horse sent out yesterday evening saved it. It is now 12 A.M. Ail 
just returned from visiting post. Ail here looks brighter.f 


Telegram from Sir Heeey LAwnEven. e.c.b., to the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Lucknow, 2nd June 1837 (3-10 p.si.) 

Do not send up the 7 0 th Regiment, Native Infantry; their promises 
are scarcely to be trusted. With European troops they may be made 
useful in Calcutta. Up the couniiy they wnll be led into the vortex. 


* The copy of the telegram found among Sir Henrj' Ravrencc’s papers has the follow- 
ing : — “All quiet. My anxieties are for Cawnpore and the districts. Mr. Gubbins went out with 
a few sowars and ^headed?) the rebels, 9-30 a.m.” — See “The Mutinies in Oudh,” by Martin 
Richard Gubbins, page 103. 

t The copy of the telegram found among Sir Henry Lawrence’s papers has the follow- 
ing : — " I have no doubt we can hold for a month at Lucknow, but I much fear the outposts.’’ 
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Telegram from Sir Henkt Lawbekce, k.c.b., io G. F. Fdmonstokb,- E sq., —dated 
Luchnoio, 2nd June 1857 {12-iS p.m.) 

I have anticipated the order to increase Hardinge’s Cavalr)'- ; thanks 
for the sanction. We gave timely notice to Mr. Chester that the first 
flight v'as towards Sitapur, on which Colonel Birch very judiciously 
moved out with four companies to meet them ; but they have turned 
towards the Ganges, and do not appear to have rallied. The districts 
are still quiet, except at one point, Multeabad, twenty miles north-west 
of Lucknow ; but it is expected that they will quiet when they hear 
that eight men have been hanged, and that more are about to suffer. . 


Telegram from Sir Henbt Lawhence, e.c.b., io the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated LucTcnow, 4 dli June 1857 {4-40 p.m.) 

All quiet here, but a rising has taken place at Sitapur,* and the 
Europeans are flying into Lucknow. An .escort and carriages have 
been sent to meet them. Fifty of the S4th arrived this liioming. All 
the mutineers seem bound for Delhi ; and unless guns are brought 
against us, we can hold our o'wn against all comers for a month, after 
which we may be in want of supplies. Dik communication from 
Agra cut off, and we are hourly expecting that the telegraph wire will 
be cut at Cawnpore.f ; 

Telegram from Colonel Neill, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Military Department, Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, 20th June 1857. 

' A note, as follows, has just been brought to the chief military and 
civil authorities : — 

Luchnoxo, IStli June 1857 . — Yesterday intelligence received that 
the regiments from SeetajDore and Shabjehanpore were marching on 
Lucknow from the north, and were at Beree, 35 miles off, on that day. 

* At Sitapur . — ” At that station were quartered the 41st Regiment of Native Infantry, 
the 9th and 10th Regiments of Oudh Irregular Infantry, and the 2nd Regiment of Military 
Police. The troops rose on the 3rd of June.” — ‘‘The Mutinies in Oudh, ” by Martin Richard 
Gubhins, page 121. 

t A copy of the telegram among Sir Henry Lawrence’s papers gives the following con^ 
elusion which Lord Canning for obvious reasons did not at the time care to disclose : — 

Dated Lucknow, 4th June 1857. — If anything happens to me, during present 
disturbances, I earnestly recommend that Major Banks succeed me as Chief Commissioner and 
Colonel Inghs in command of the troops, until bettor times arrive. This is no time for punctilio 
—as regards seniority. They are the right men, in fact the only men for the places. My 
Secretary entirely concurs with me in the above points.’ Reply at once.” 
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On the east the regiments from Sarora and Baraitch, "with cavalry and 
guns, -were at Eamnaghur, 38 miles distant, j’^esterday ; while from the 
south the regiinents from F 3 !’zahad, Benares and Jaunpore, with guns 
and cavalr}', were at Hyderghur, 32 miles distant. Each force will be a 
march nearer to capital to-day, and as the rebels appear to be acting 
in concert, an attack may be expected on the 18th or 19th June. 
We also hear that the regirdents at Cawnpore are being reinforced, and 
that in the event of their overcoming General Wheeler’s little band, 
they will also march on Lucknow. We are daily strengthening our 
position, and are anxiously waiting for news. All communication has 
been cut off since the 6th instant. All the outposts are fallen. You 
are requested to send a copy of this letter to Calcutta. 

(Sd.) A. COOPER, 
Secretary, 

Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, to 
Major-General Llotd, Dinapore (via Patna),— dated Calcutta, 21st June 
1837, (11-30 P.M.) 

Send a message to Major Ramsay immediately, and desire him to 
procure from the Nepaul Durbar the services of a Gurkha force for 
the relief of Lucknow, and to hasten its march to Lucknow. Two or 
three thousand men should be sent. A European column is being 
formed at Allahabad. 

Telegram from H. Tuceeh, Esq., Benares, to Lord Canning, Calcutta, — dated 

Benares, 24:th Jtine 1837, (3 p.ar.) 

I have just received the following note from Sir Henry Lawrence, 
dated June 16th: — To-day we received a letter from General Wheeler, 
who bravely holds out. He asks us for two hundred Europeans. I would 
risk the absence of so large a portion of our small force, could I see the 
smallest prospect of its being able to succour him, but no individual 
here cognizant of facts, except Mr, Gubbins, thinks that we could carr}’’ a 
single man across the river, as the enemy holds all the boats, and com- 
pletely commands the river. May God Almightj’' defend Cawnpore, for 
no help can we afford ; our own positions are daily strengthening, and 
Our supplies increasing, but all the outposts are gone, and the rebels and 
mutineers are said to be closing in on us, though as yet all is quiet at 
Lucknow ; elsewhere throughout the province all is anaroh 3 ^ The 
talookdars re-occupied the villages of which the summary settlement 
dispossessed them and all now assert their own rights. 

P. S . — I have sent the pith of this to' Colonel Neill at Allahabad, . 
to urge him to relieve Cawnpore if any way possible. _ 
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Telegram from H. TncKER, Esq.. Benares, to Lord Canning, Calcutta, —dated 
Benives, Soth Ltnie 1S5T, {10 

Letter, dated 19tli Juue, just received from Sir H. Lawrence. He 
still held Luclcnow cantonment and city with a small circuit around, 
and felt strong for defence. Eight European deaths from cholera in 
fourteen days. Sir Henry had been ailing, but thank God was well 
awain. General Wheeler repulsed two attacks on the l7th instant with 
great loss to the enemy. Eight fugitives from Sultanpore ha.ve been 
brought into Jaunpore b}’’ the party sent out for them. Sir Henry sug- 
gests that steamers can come (o Fyzabad. I disagree to keep to the 
Allahabad and Cawnpore line. Everything hero as usual. Gornckpore 
standing on the 22nd. Colonel Durand write.s on the 17th at Indore: — 
A great ludore banker has just received a letter from Delhi, dated the 
lith, saying that three-fourths of the rebels are slain, and that order 
will be restored. All quiet at Saugor and Nagode on the 20th, and at 
Jubbulpore on the 22ud. 


Telegram from Colonel ITEint, Commanding at AllaJiahad, to the Governor^ 
General, Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, 27lh June 1857, {12-40 p.si.) 

Hews received from Lucknow, dated 20th. All stations in Oudh 
gone, but Lucknow itself. Lucknow prepared to holdout against any 
force, and is strongly defended, holding two positions, three-qu.arter 
miles apart — Residency and Nuedhil Bawn.* Fragments of mutinous 
regiments disposed of. Sir Henry Lawrence so ill that Council was 
appointed. Six companies 4th, same number of 7th Oudh, and a few 
other companies only remain of disciplined force. All irregular cavalry 
desei’ted, but 60 of Hardinge’s and 80 of Gall’s. Talookdars are hesitat- 
ing about joining, and offers are being made to them. Cawnpore calling 
for aid, but it cannot be given from Lucknow. Slight sickness prevails. 
Eight deaths of Europeans by cholera in the fortnight. Health other- 
wise good. 


Telegram from the Governor- General of India in Council, to H. Tockkr, Esq., 
Benares, — dazed Calcutta, 23(h June ISST. 

The Gurkhas are to go straight to Lucknow without turning to the 
right or left. No European troops will go with them, bub two or, per- 
haps, three European officers. When they arrive before Lucknow, they 
will receive their ordors from Sir Henry Lawrence. 

•* Sic ia Should be Huebee Ithowaa, 

\ 

\ 
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Telegram from tl)e Head Assistant of the Electric Telegraph at Benares, to the 
Deptdg Superintendent, OalcuUa, — dated 29th June 1%7. 

The foIIo\Ymg is a lefeber handed in by Commissionei' for transmis- 
sion to Governor-General ; it is from Mr. Gubbius, Lucknow, to his 
brother, judge of this station;— 

“My dear Frederick , — We have heard nothing air bhentic of the 
stations beyond this province for I know not how long. We cannot 
know how Benares, iMirzapore, and Allahabad have fared. Please send 
us some information. Cawnpore is still fighting. Wheeler committed 
the capital error of leaving the treasure and magazine outside his 
works. They have been parading here since the 6th instant. We had a 
letter from him, dated 14th, begging for aid. We know not whence aid 
can come. We cannot afford it from this. Wheeler is making a noble 
defence, but the suffering of men, women, and children must be very great. 
The Nawab Sahib murders every one that falls into his hands, so 
.Wheeler will no doubt fight it out to the last. I hope that relief may 
come from Allahabad. Here, in Oudh, we have lost every station bub 
Lucknow. We hope to hold against all the world for a length of time. 
"We hold two positions, that is, the Eesidency and Mucliee Bhowan, 
separated by about three-quarters of a mile apart, and we have 225 
Europeans and three guns in the Muchee Bhowan Cantonment*'. We 
have, thank God, got rid of the remnants of the mutinous regiments of 
Lucknow, that is, 48th, 21sb and 39 th Native Infantry and the 7th. 
Light Cavalry. Sir Henr}'’ Lawrence was so ill that Provisional Council 
has been, appointed. We ordered Commanding Officers to recommend 
their men to go home for three months after receiving their pay ; it suc- 
ceeded in most, with a mere trifling exception. None remainf of all our 
disciplined troops. W^e posted only six companies of the Ondh troops, 
about the same number of the 10th Lancers. All the Oudh Irregular 
Horse have deserted, but about 60 of Hardinge’s, 80 of Gall’s. I am 
raising fifty horse through Abdool Azrug, Naib Bessaldar, 5th Irregular 
Cavalry, in room of Weston’s Militaiy Police, who are all gone but 
about fifty foot and one hundred horse. The talookdars are hesitating 
about joining the mutineers. We are bribing them withjagirs at this 
moment. About 1 ,200 Seetapore mutineers threaten us on the north. 

• Sic — The old cantonment of Lucknow (sometimes called Murreaon) is evidently meant. 

•}• Mr. Gubbins overlooked the very considerable quota of the 13th Native Infantry that 
remained faithful at Lucknow and did good service, as well as details of the 71st Native 
Infantry and other regiments. The loyalty and courage these mercenaries displayed during the 
defence of the Residency should never be forgotten. 
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Six regiments and a battery from the Fyzabad side, and two regiments 
and a battery from beyond the Gogra also threaten us. I have no fear 
if we are true to ourselves and go at the first force which approaches. 
We have plenty of elephants to carry the Europeans, and the fellows' 
fear us immensely ; but if, as I fear-, we may be hemmed in, though I 
do not fear the result, yet we must needs undergo the misery and 
sorrow of a siege. 

MARTIN GUBBINS.” 


Telegram from Colonel to the Governor-General, Calcidta, — datei Allalia-' 

had, 30th June 1857, (4-20 r.ii.) 

Letter from Sir Henry Lawrence of 24th. All well in cantonment 
and city, but he is threatened from several sides by the mutineers. Had 
no news for twenty days from any quarter, and anxiousl}’- looking for 
some. Had sent six or eight letters here previously. Asks for full de- 
tails of all relating to the army in this and other places, also the num- 
ber of troops here, and what movements in Cawnpore, where five or six 
hundred men are urgentl}'’ required. Have sent him back every inform- 
ation by the same messenger. The Cawnpore column is now starting ; 
it was delayed on account of want of lascars and bearers. Have received 
now the former, and will do without the latter. Here Havelock has 
arrived . Will have equipment for two European regiments by the 4th, 
if the lascars don’t again fail, but Commissariat is sanguine. All well, and 
work progressing. 

Telegram from "Brigadier-General Havelock, to the Commander-in-Chif, Calcutta, 
— dated Allahabad, Wednesday, 1st July 1857, (2-40 p.ii.) 

Letter received from Lawrence, 30th June, dated 27th June. News 
from Bailees up to the 22nd June. He was entrenched and safe at 
Mynpoorie. Had heard from Lieutenant-Governor that the city of Delhi 
fell on the 1 3th. Rebels took refuge in the palace, which was expected 
to fall into our hands on the 18th. More troops had joined our army in 
the interval. Etawah and Futtehghur safe in our hands. Telegraph 
open from Mynpoorie via Agi-a to Bombay. Wheeler wrote on the 24th 
'that he could hold out for eight or ten days. The attack on him confined 
,to a cannonade from the mortars, two heavy guns and some field pieces. . 
Rebel force muster 3,000 infantry and 1,000 cavalry! Wheeler in good 
heart, though hard pressed. He has sent off five separate coinrqunica- 
tions to Allahabad; one received. Lawrence holds the Residency, 
Muchee Bhowan and cantonments, Is strong in the two first positions. 



iJlEWS OF DEFEAT AT CiUNTdn’ 




The rehele hoHmg all the boata e,. .ho aa.o o 

venting him sitceouring AVheeler, at ho .huv' no. ahseni ham.^ .. 

taohment more than 21 houre, being threalonod on a 1 s« os 1>^ Ho 
neers, Lnchnon- is the only place n'ho.o Crifsh anihonty .s pamm. Oiu. 
An additional force of one European regmiont and 100 mill ol.Miuni 
avould enable him to re-establish British snproniacy in Omih, H nl il nnl 
arrives he can hold his own. Health good. Cholera Broal ly dooroasoil. 
Supplies for two-and-half months. Survivors in Oudli-~-SiV 31. JfmKsou, 
•two sisters, 3Irs. Dorin, Captains Hearsoy and Orr. Jiic'ufounnt Jhirii. 
Most of the Seetapore people killed; ditio.Coloiiel Birch, IheChri.stmns, 
Gowans and Snells. Casualties at Cawni)orc-— .llitllklay, Boy“ 
nolds, Poole, Smith, Pedinan, Supple, Eckford, Dorn p.slor, Jervis, Chahvin, 
Fallisden, Jack, and many others. BHg^adicr Jack, Colonel Wiiliam;), 
Major Prout, Sir G. Parker, Lieutenant Quin .semior, Major Lindsay, 
and Lieutenant Cox killed ; many Indies died from licat, futlgiio, &C’, 

From Colonel NEli.r,, to the Goveriiov-Ocneral, CitlciUla,— dated Allahalad, rrldeir^ 
Jf IQlh July mr, {USO r,M.) 

/^This just come in to Ofii cor Commanding' here, Lneknov,*, HOLh 
June, from Sir H. LavTonce. "Went out tliis nmniin;; miles to 
meet the enemy, aud wore defeated through rniscoridiict, ehtolly of nr( it' 
levy and cavalry, many of whom deserted. Enemy fdlowed up, ond 
we bare been besieged for four hours. Skntl likely he r-rirr-i':n'k.4 
to-night. Enemy very bold, and our Enropeans v.:ry low. r:f;cr: 

his position novT as ten tfnzC'S as hades ft ~t.s J' :% 'stv 

critical. We shaUbeGoIiged to o:toiztr:.te, :f vr-s rj-.c .tJ"-;, egg 
have to abandon mneh snpi:.!iss acd b'yvrr' rov-d-r, 
are relieved in fifteen or trenty ci,r j, r- ^ 

tain our ground. We lost lores cxo.ere ty':,vl r-'« ■- - - ' - - i 

-wounded— Colonel Case, Caniain Sler,', 
sent on tbe original letter by express 

getting on vrell* We are getting in no er.d o-f --vr-ilA,, . 

The artillerymenf must he hurried on from Benares' 

* General Havelock has been erged ou liaie iHs. ~ ~~~ 

t Hetnarks by the Governor-General— C-»2-.'r?n 

Hal! the Benares battery vrill move on to 

‘ way arrives at Benares, and the other half r='" fl-" ' ss J-:-' -.v-y 

. ... J . s . V . ... _ “ 




has 


•‘^•^'5 SO" ft til ZJl'' 




I no draughts) is supplied with huilockj. 
nrtilierymen sooner than this, because cot a'Xl:> - 
infantry at Allahabad to inarch forward with ft. " 


-■2 
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Telegram from H. TtJCKEii, Esq., to Lord- Canning, Calcittta,~daied JBenarcs, 

Saturday, lllli July 1857, (6-lS p.m.) 

A man belonging to the Commissariat Office in Lucknow deposed 
that on the 29th June it was rumoured that seven thousand or eight 
thousand insurgents were encamped on the opposite side of tlie Kookral 
Canal. Sir Henrj’ went out to meet them with two companies of Her 
•Majesty’s S2nd, eleven guns, and sixty sowars. After a severe contest of 
two hours a.nd a loss of sixty men, he was forced to retreat. The sow- 
ars were panic-struck and fled. At Allygunge, about two , miles from 
■the Kookral Canal, the enem}"^ attacked and captured six guns. Sir Henry 
is said to have been wounded there. The British fought their way to 
the entrenchments, the enemy followinsf closely. The insurgents entered 
the city and began plundering. On July 2nd the rebels, headed by the 
city fanatics, attacked the Muchee Bhowan,bub a mine was sprung, Avhich 
blew' them up. The one hundi-ed and fift}’^ Europeans in the Muchee 
Bhow'an then quitted and collected in the Residenc}'. Witness left 
Lucknow on the 3rd Julj’-, and on the road met a great many sepoys and 
zemindars going against Lucknow. I hear a Moulvie going up 
Fvzabad commanded the insurgents. Almost all the ammunition hdd 
been broiighr. into the Residency, where there was food for one thousand 
men for six months. Rajah Maun Singh -was said to be quiet. There is 
every reason to believe the truth of this deposition taken by Mr. F. 
Gubbins. 


Telegram from Brigadier-General Neill, to the Governor- General, Calcutta,— 
dated Allahahad, Monday, ISlli July 1857, {9-50 p.si.) 

Letter just received from Lucknow from Banks, Chief Commission- 
er, dated the 8th instant. ' They had been besieged daily since the 
SOth ultimo, and are losing ten and eleven killed daily. They had 
food for a month, but look for relief anxiously. States that not less than 
tw'o or three thousand, with twelve guns,' should be sent, and should be 
there by the 3rd proximo. Troops not to be sent into the city by the 
Cawnpore road, but leave it four miles off and skirt round the Beehasue 
direction, crossing the Goomtee river. Had tried to send a copy of this 
to Agra, and strongly urge that the Gurkhas should not be sent alone. 
Letter from the same place to Edmonstone from Gubbins vi’ill be sent by 
to-morrow’’s dak. Information about Gurkhas will be sent to Benares; 
also. copy of this to General Havelock. Letter for Edmonstone from 
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Gubbins, -which I opened, remonstrates wholly and entirely against his • 
supersession by Major Banks on the death, as he reports, of Sir Henry 
Bawrenco; M’ho was wounded on the 2nd and' died on the 4th. I still 
beg to urge- General Havelock’s advance. Gurkhas ordered by mo 
through the Benares authorities to nxarch on, leading detachment and 
advance slowly until orders from Government are received. I have good 
cossids ■ here ; sent off one to-day and one day before jnsterday to 
Lucknow. Will send off another to-morrow morning early, all giving, 
latest news,. 

i 


Telegram- from H. Tucker, Esq., to lord Canning, Calcutta, — dated Benares,- 
Tuesday, lith July 1S57, {7-20 a.ji.) 

A cossid from this returned yesterday afternoon from Lucknow, 
which he left on Sunday the 5th ; a severe cannonade on both sides was. 
then going on. Major Erskine writes on the 11th from Jubbulpore: ail 
the Indore officers arc safe at Sehore ; Holkar did attack and take the 
Residency, but all the officers and ladies got away. I have letters from- 
Shakespeare and Richards. Holkar moved towards Mhow, but the 
Native report is, that the Native -troops instead of joining beat him. 
-The Damoh officers have tui'ned up at Nusseerabad. 


Telegram- from Brigadier-Oeneral' to the Governor-General, Calcutta , — - 

^ dated Allahabad, Tuesday, lith Jtily 1857, {11-35 a.m.) 

Letters. dated the 3rd and 4th instant just received from Banks at 
Lucknow., In.the former states that fire of enemy noc so heavjr but fall- 
ing ; thirteen men killed, and wounded. On 2nd fever ; on 3rd. relief anxL 
ously expected. Advises not less than two or three thousand English with- 
twelve guns to be sent. Suggests their concentrating at Ca.wnpore from 
Dellii and. Allahabad. Gurkhas not to. come alone, as they would be 
hard pressed by eneiny, and, might prove death-ivarrant of garrison. In 
letter of 4th states that enemy had made no.imjmession. Stores for one 
month. Men. hearty and confident. Had spiked one of the enemy’s 
guns on that day. Relief is anxiously looked for. Again urges Gurkhas 
not to be sent alone. Mutineers do not appear to be suiiported by 
magnates ' provinces ; part of the city had been plundered by themj, 
and it was reported that many were going homewards. 


5 
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Telegram from CoxrET,*| to the Secreiarg to the Government of India, Military 
Deyarlment, Calcutta, ^dated Allahabad, Friday, 17th July 1857, {6-18 v.u.) 

The following letter has been received from Luclrnow, dated lOfch 
July, 9 P.M., from Banks : — We have now been .besieged for eleven days. 
The enemy has not done much harm to our defences, though many men 
have been killed and wounded. We find that we have food for fully 
six weeks, nevertheless we look for relief when possible. To-day we 
hear that Cawnpore is in the hands of our troops. I am writing thither. 
The enemy’s fire is slackening, and his attacks are diminishing in 
number ; why, we cannot tell. We have no reports from outside reliable. 
J cannot get a messenger for Agra. 


Telegram from Lieutenant-Colonel O’Bbien, to the Governor- G eneral and Com- 
mander-in- Chief, — dated Allahabad, 9th September 1857, 5-10 r.ir. 

Lucknow, 25th August, from Colonel Inglis, Commanding at 
Lucknow, to General Havelock, commanding Relieving Force: — 

“ Lest my letter of the 16th of August should have miscarried, I 
send herewith a duplicate of its contents, viz., a note from Colonel 
Tytler to Mr. Gubbins, reached last night, dated Mungulwar, the 4ith 
instant, the latter paragraph of which is as follows : ‘ You must aid us 
iu every way, even to cutting our way out, if we cannot force our Avay in. 
We have onl}'^ a small force.’ \ 

“This has caused me much uneasiness, as it is quite impossibleK^ 
with my weak and shattered force, that I can leave my defences. Yop. 
must bear in mind how I am hampered; that I have upwards of 12|0 
sick and wounded, and at the least 220 women and 130 children, and 
no carriage of any kind ; and, besides, sacrificing twenty-three lakhs of 
treasure and about thirty guns of sorts. In consequence of the news, 

I shall soon put the force on half i-ations. Our provisions will last us 
till the 10th September. If you hope to save this force, no time must be 
lost in pushing forward. We are daily being attacked by the enemy, 
who are within a few yards of our defences; their mines have already 
weakened our post, and I have every reason to believe they are carrjung 
on others; their 18-pounders are within 150 yards off. Some of their 
batteries are in position, and from our inability to form working parties, 
we cannot reply to them. The damage done hourly is very great. 
My strength now in Europeans is 350 and about 300 natives, and the 
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M. H. Court, C.S., Magistrate ond Collector of Allahabad, 
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men dreadfully liarassed ; and owing to part of the Residency having 
been brought down by round shot, many are without shelter. Our 
native force, having been assured on Colonel Tytler’s authority, of your 
near approach some twenty days ago, are naturally losing confidence ; 
and if they leave us, I do not see how the defences are to be manned. 
Since the above Avas written, the enemy have sprung another mine, 
which has given us a great deal of trouble, and has caused us some 
loss. 

*' I trust that you will lose no time in coming to our assistance. Re- 
gardless of the statements contained in any letters from Mr. Gubbins, 
military men are unanimous regarding our case. We have had no 
letter from you of a later date than the 4'th ; and since the 18th the 
enemy have placed more guns in position and anno)’’ us in all directions. 
We hav'e most alarming reports, too, of the disaffection and plots of 
our troops inside, who are w^avering in their fidelity OAving to your 
return across the Ganges.” 

The kossid reported to Lieutenant-Culonel O’Brien that he Avas 
detained in Lucknow nine days after he left the Baillee Guard on 
suspicion ; that the garrison AVas fighting well up to the 4th September, 
the day he left Lucknow; that Raja Maun Singh, avIio had gone to 
LucknoAV, returned back to his place, Shahgunge, near Fyzabad ; that 
the Raja had not acted against the garrison ; that a man from camp 
was making the percussion caps for the rebels ; but this does not seem 
possible. If any caps Avere attempted to be made, they must be a 
Svretched imitation. 


Coipy of letter from Brigadier Tnglis, Commanding at Luchnow, to he telegraphed 
to the Cummander-in-Chief, — dated Catonpore, 8th September ; Lncknow, 1st 
September, via Allahabad, 10th September, Thursday 8 A. it. 

Your letter of the 22nd has duly reached me in reply to mine of 
the 16th ultimo. I regret your inability to advance at present to our 
relief, but in consequence of your letters I have reduced the rations, 
and with this arrangement and our 'great diminution in numbers fr-om 
casualties I hope to be able to hold on from the 20th to. the 21st in-' 
stant. Some stores Ave have been out of for the last fifteen days and many 
othei's Avill be expended before the above date. I must be frank and tell 
you that my force is daily diminishing from enemies’ musket fire, and 
our ' defences groAv daily AA^eaker. Should the enemy make any very 
determined efforts to storm this place I shall find it difficult to repulse 
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them owing to my paucity in numbers and the weak and harassed 
Bbate of the force. Our loss, since the commencement of hostilities 
there, has been in Europeans alone upwards of 300. We are continually 
harassed in countermining the enemy, who have above twenty guns in' 
position, many’of them heavy ones. An}"^ advance of you towards this place 
will act beneficially in our favour and greatly inspiidt the native part 
of my garrison, who hitherto ha^m behaved 4ike faithful and good sol- 
diers. If you can possibly give me any intimation of your intended 
■advance pray do so by letter. ■ Give the bearer the password “ Agra ” and 
ask him to give it me in person, and -oblige me by forwarding a copy 
•of this to the Governor-General. I have prohibited the civil authorities 
di’om corresponding with your camp. 


'Copy -sent to General Havelock from Commanding Officer, 
Allahabad, for information and guidance, with the further remark that 
hlaun Singh who was promised a jaghir of two lakhs conditionally on 
his affording us assistance is reported to be still holding on ; there- 
fore it is by no means improbable that if the following line is entirely 
wanting, the paper being torn, that Sir Henry Lawrence’s promise shall 
be confirmed by Government, he maybe induced to afford us active help. 
•Ris followers are intimated to be six thousand in number. 

Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Council, to Ifajor-General Sir - 
J, OuTBAM, — dated Calcutta, 12th Sejptemher 1857. 

I have received this morning Brigadier Inglis’ letter of the 1st of 
'September. 

Maun Singh may be assured that if he continues to give to the 
Governor-General effective proof of his fidelity and goodwill, his position 
in Oudh-’v^ill be at least as good as it was before the British Government 
assumed tlie'administration of the country ; whilst the proprietors in, 
Oudh, who have deserted the Government, will lose their possessions. 

The same assurance may be given to any other chiefs, who will be 
rewarded in proportion to the support which they may afford. 

Whatever promises may have been made to Maun Singh or to others 
by Sir Henry Lawrence are confirmed, and shall be fully redeemed. 
Hone, however, have been reported to me. 

I send the above message to Mr. Grant as well as to jmurself. He 
will endeavour to convey the assurance to Maun Singh by a sure 
route, in case your communication with Oudh should be interrupted. 
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I hoiie you will be able to send a reply to Brigadier luglis, and to 
inform him of the exertions which have been made for the relief of hia 
brave little band, and of the anxious S3'mpathy which is felt for them. 

From Brigadier J. E. W. Inglts, Her Majesty's 32nd, Commanding Garrison at 

LucJcnoio, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Beyartment, 

Calcutta, — No.' 1, dated Lucknoto, 26th. September 1857. 

In consequence of the very deeply-to-be-lamented death of Bri- 
gadier-General Sir H. M. Lawrence, late in Command of 

the Oudh Field Force, the duty of narrating the military events which 
have occurred at Lucknow since 29Lh- June last, has devolved upon 
myself. 

On the evening of that day several reports reached Sir Henry 
Lawrence that the rebel army, in no very considerable force, would 
march from Chiuhut (a small village about eight miles distant on the 
road to Fy’-zabad) on Lucknow on the following morning ; and the late 
Brigadier-General therefore determined to make a strong reconnais- 
sance in that direction, with the view, if possible, of meetinp. t(]ie 
force at a disadvantage, eitlier at its entrance into the suburbs of the 
city, or at the bridge across the Gokral, which is a small stream intersect- 
ing the Fyzabad road, about half way between Lucknow and Chinhut. 

The force destined for this service, and which was composed as 
follows, moved out at 6 A. M. on the morning of the 30th June: — • 
Artillery. — 4 Guns of No. — Horse Light Field Battery. 

4 Guns of No. 2 Oudh Field Battery. 

2 Guns of No. 3 Oudh Field Battery. 

An 8-inch howitzer. 

Cavalry.— ^I'oop of Volunteer Cavalry. 

120 Troopers of detachments belonging to 1st, 2nd and 
3rd Regiments of Oudh Irregular Cavalry. 

Infantry. — 300, Her Majesty’s 32nd. 

150, 13 th Native Infantry. 

00, 48th Native Infantry. 

20, 71st Native Infantry (Sikhs). 

The troops, misled by the reports of wayfarers — who stated that • 
there were few or no men between Lucknow and Chiuhut — ^proceeded 
somewhat further than had been originally intended, and suddenly fell 
in with the enemy, who had up to that time eluded the vigilance of 
the advanced guard by concealing themselves behind a long line of 
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trees in over^Yl^elming mnnbers. The European force and the howitzer, 
with the Native infanbiy, held the foe in checlc for some time, and had 
the six guns of the Oudh Artillery been faithful and the Oudh Cavalry 
shown a better front, the day w'ould have been won in spite of an 
immense disparity in numbers. But the Oudh Artillerymen and 
drivers were traitors. They overturned the guns into ditches, cut the 
traces of their horses, and abandoned them, regardless of the remon- 
strances and exertions of their own officers, and of those of Sir Henry 
Lawrence’s staff, headed b}’’ the Brigadier-General in person, who 
himself drew his sword upon these rebels. Every effort to induce 
them to stand having proved Ineffectual, the force, exposed to a vastly 
superior fire of artilleiy, and completely outflanked on both sides by 
an overpowering body of Infantry and Cavalry, w'hich actuall}’’ got into 
our rear, was compelled to retire with the loss of three pieces of 
artillerj'^, which fell into the hands of the enem}', in consequence of 
the rank treachery of the Oudh gunners, and with a very grievous list 
of lulled and wounded. The heat was dreadful, the gun ammunition 
wis expended, and the almost total want of cavahy to protect our 
rear made our retreat most disastrous. 

All the officers behaved well and the exertions of the small body 
of volunteer cavalry — only forty in number — under Captain Radcliffe, 
fth Light Cavalry, were most praiseworthy. Sir Henry Lawrence 
subsequently conveyed his thanks to myself, who had, at his request, 
accompanied liini upon this occasion (Colonel Case being in command 
of Her Majesty’s 32ad). He also expressed his approbation of the way in 
•which his Staff —Captain Wilson, Officiating Deputy Assistant Adjutant- 
General*, Lieutanant James, Sub- Assistant Commissary-G-eneral; Captain 
Edgell, Officiating Military Secretary ; and Mr. Couper, 0. S. — the 
last of whom had acted as Sir Henry Lawrence’s A.-D.-0. from the com- 
mencement of the disturbances, — bad conducted themselves throughout 
this arduous day. Sir Henry further particularlj'^ mentioned that he 
would bring the gallant conduct of Captain Kadoliffe and of Lieute- 
nant Bonham, of the Artillery, (who worked the howitzer sucessfully 
until iucapacitated b}^ a •wound,) to the prominent notice of the Govern- 
ment of India. The manner in wdiich Lieutenant Birch, 71st Native 
Infantrj’-, cleared a village -with a party of Sikh skirmishers, also elicited 
the admiration of the Brigadier-General. The conduct of Lieutenant 
Havdinge, •'^dio, ■ndth his handful of horse covered the I’etreat of the 
vear-guard -was extolled by Sir Heary, who expressed his intention of 
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mentioning the services of this gallant officer to his Lordship in Council. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Case who commanded Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment 
was mortally wounded whilst gallantly leading on his men. The 
service had not a more deserving officer. The command devolved on 
Captain Stevens, who also received a death-woimd shortly afterwards. 
The command then fell to CaiDtain Mansfield, who has since died 
of cholera. A list* of the casualties on this occasion accompanies the 
despatch. 

It remains to report the siege opei’ations. 

It will be in the recollection of His Lordship in Council that 
it vi'as the original intention of Sir Henry Lawrence to occupy not 
only the Residency, but also the Fort called Muchhee Bhowun — an old 
dilapidated edifice, which had been hastily repaired for the occasion, 
though the defences W’ere even at the last moment very far from com- 
ifiete, and were moreover commanded by man}’^ houses in the city. 
The situation of the Muchhee Bhowun with regard to the Residency 
has already been described to the Government of India. 

The untoward event of the 30th June so far diminished the whole 
available force, that we had not a sufficient number of men remaining 
to -occupy both positions. The Brig.adier General, therefore, on the 
evening of the 1st July, signalled to the garrison of the Muchhee 
Bhowun to evacuate and blow up that forti'ess in the course of the 
night. The orders were ably carried out, and at 12 P.M. the force 
marched into the Residency with their guns and treasure without the 
loss of a man ; and shortly afterwards the explosion of 240 barrels of 
gunpowder and 6,000,000 ball cartridges, which were lying in the 
magazine, announced' to Sir Henry Lawrence and his officers — who 
were anxiously waiting the report — the complete destruction of that 
post and all that it contained. If it had not been for this wise and 
strategic measure, no member of the Lucknow garrison, in -all j^ro- 
bability, would have survived to tell the tale ; for, as has already" been 
stated, the Muchhee Bhowun was commanded from other parts of the, 
town, and was moreover indifferently provided nith heavy artillery 
ammunition, while the difficult}'', sufferin.g, and loss which the Resi- 
dency gariison, even- with the reinforcement thus obtained from the 
Muchhee Bhowun, has undergone in holding the position, is sufficient 
to show that, if the original intention of holding both posts' had been 
adhered to, both would have inevitably fallen. 


* See pages G1 and 62, 
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It is now my very painful duty to relate the- calamity which hefel us 
at the commencement of the siege. On the 1st July an S-inch shell 
burst in the room in the Kesidency in which Sir H-. Lawrence was 
sitting. The missile burst between him and Mr. Couper, close to both; 
but -without injury to either. The whole of his stall implored Sir 
Henry to take up other quarters, as the Residency had then become 
the special target for the round shot and shell of the enemy. Thi.s, how- 
ever, he jestingly declined to do, observing that another-shell would 
certainly never be pitched into that small room. But Providence had 
ordained otherwise, for on’ the very next day be w^as mortally Avounded 
by the fragment of another shell which burst in the same room,- ex- 
actly at the same spot. Captain Wilson, Deputy Assistant Adjutant- ’ 
General, receiv'ed a contusion at the same time-. 

The late lamented Sir H. Lawrence, IcnoAving that his last hour 
was rapidly npproaching, directed me to assume command of the 
ti;cops, and appointed Major Banks to succeed him in the office of 
Chief Commissioner. He lingered in great agony till the morning 
of the 4lh Julj’-, Avhen he expired, and the Government was thereby 
deprived, if I may venture to say so, of the services of a distinguished 
statesman and a most gallant soldier. Few men have ever possessed, 
to the same extent, the i^oAver which he enjoyed of Avinning the hearts 
of all those Avith whom he came in contact, and thus ensuring the 
Avarmest and most zealous devotion for himself and for the Government 
which he served. The successful defence of the position has been, 
under Providence, solely attributable to the foresight which he evinced 
in the timely commencement of the necessary operations, and the great 
skill and untiring personal activity which he exhibited in carrying 
them into effect. All ranks possessed such confidence in his judgment 
and his fertility of resource, that the neAvs of his fall was received 
throughout the garrison Avith feelings of consternation only second 
to the grief Avhich aa^us inspired in the hearts of all by the loss of a 
Public Benefactor and a Avarm Personal Friend. Feeling as keenly 
and as gratefh]l^S''Ld2_y’^® obligations that the whole of us are under 
to this great and good nialb I trust the Government of India Avill 
pardon me for having attempted, hoAAmver imperfectly, to pourtray 
them. In him every good and deserving soldier lost a friend and a 
Chief capable of discriminating, and ever on the alert to reAvard merit, 
no matter how humble the sphere in Avhich it Avas exhibited. 

_ The g.arrison had scarcely recovered the shock which it had sustained 
in the I 0 .SS of Its revered and beloved General, when it had to- mourn 
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of that able and respected officer, Major Banks, the Officiat- 
Andeijjjgf Commissioner, who received a bullet Ihrough his head while 
which3j[j^g critical outpost on the 21st J nly, and died without a groan. 

pe description of our position, and the state of our defences 
the rnjjQ siege began, are so fully set forth in the accompanying memo- 
looph^* furnished by the Garrison Engineer, that I shall content my- 
^th bringing to the notice of His Lordship in Council the fact 
Augusteu file blockade was commenced, only two of our batteries were 
very £331!^ part of the defences were yet in an unfinished condition and 
Soppittjiugg in the immediate vicinity, which gave cover to the enemy, 
garrisoly partially cleared away. Indeed, our heaviest losses have 
with ntgg^ Ijy the fire from the enemy’s sharpshooters stationed in 
were nc^^^ing mosques and houses of the Native Nobilit}', the necessity 
under ^ying which had been repeatedly drawn to the attention of Sir 
owingLy Staff of Engineers. But his invariable reply was : — “Spare 
situaW pigggg pifivate property too as far as possible” ; and we 
lo’s^onsequently suffered severely- from our very tenderness to the 
^%ious prejudices and respect to the right of -our -rebellious citizens 
; ..y^nd soldieiy. As soon as the enemy had thoroughly completed the- ‘in- 
vestment of the Residency, they occupied these houses, some of which 
were within easy pistol shot of our barricades, in immense force, and ra- 
pidly made loopholes on those sides which bore on our post, from which 
they kept up a terrific and incessant fire day and night, which caused 
many daily casualties, as there could nob have been less than 8,000 men, 
firing at one time into our position. Moreover, there was no place in 
the whole of our works that could be considered safe, for several of the 
sick and wounded who were lying in the Banquetting Hall, which had 
been turned into an hospital, were killed in the very centre of the 
building, and the wndow of Lieutenant Dorin and other women ■ and 
- children were shot dead in rooms into which it had not been jDreviousIy 
deemed jiossible that a bullet could penetrate. Neither were the enemy 
idle in erecting batteries. They soon had -from 20 to 25 guns in posi- 
tion, some of them of very large calibre. These were planted all round 
our post at small distances, some being actually within fifty yards of our 
defences, but in places where our own heavy guns could not reply to 
them, while the persevei’ance and ingenuity of the enemy in erecting/ 
barricades in front of and around their guns in a very short timd, 
rendered all attempts to silence them by musketry entirely unavading. 


* Bee page 63. 
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Neither could they be effectually silenced by shells, by reason b 
extreme proximity to our position, and because, moreover, thei’ 
had recourse to digging very narrow trenches, about eight feet if'' 
in rear of each gun, in which the men lay while our shells were?® 
and Avhich so effectually concealed them, even while working t^'^* 
that our baffled sharpshooters could only see their hands while 
■act of loading. 

The enemy contented themselves with keeping up this J 
•fire of cannon and musketry until the 20 th July, on which 
■10 A.M., they assembled in very great force all around our posij 
exploded a heavy mine inside our outer line of defences at t' 

Gate. The mine, however, which was close to the Redan a: 
ently sprung with the intention of destroying that battery, did 
Rut as soon as the smoke had cleared away, the enemy boldly i 
under cover of a tremendous fire of cannon and musketry, 
object of storming the Redan. Bub they were received with 
heavy fire that after a short struggle they fell back with mucK^^^ 

A strong colum,H- evd vaiiced at the same time to attack Innes’s post,\^ 
•canie'dn to within ten yards of the palisades, affording to Lieutenar 
Loughnan, 13th Native Infantry, who commanded the position, and hi 
brave garrison, composed of gentlemen of the Uncovenanted Service, 
■few of Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot and of the 13th Native Infantry, an oj 
portunity of distinguishing themselves, which they wmi’e not slow to ava*.. 
themselves of, and the enemy w^ere driven back with great slaughter. 
The insurgents made minor attacks at almost every outpost, but were in- 
variably defeated, and at 2 P.M., they ceased their attempts to storm the 
place, although their musketry fire and cannonading continued to harass 
•us unceasingly as usual. Matters proceeded in this manner until the 
10th August, when the enemy made another assault, having previously 
sprung a mine close to the Brigade Mess, which entirely destroyed 
our defences for the space of twenty feet, and blew in a great portion of 
'^^he^utside wall of the house occupied by Mr. Schilling’s garrison. On 
^ring away, a breach appeared, through which a regiment 
in perfect order, and a few of the enemy came on 
ation, but were met with such a wdthering 
flficers and men holding the top of the 
eedy retreat, leaving the more adven- 
the crest of the breach. While this 
r large body advanced on the Cawmpore 
eating themselves for a few minutes in the 
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ditch. They -were, "however, dislodged by hand grenades. At Captaia 
Anderson’s post they also came boldly forward with scaling ladders, 
which they planted against the wall ; but here, as elsewhere, they were 
met with the most indomitable resolution, and the leaders being slain 
the rest fled, leaving the ladders, and retreated to their batteries and. 
loopholed defences, from whence, they kept up, fof the rest of the day, 
an unusually heavy cannonade and musketry fire.. On the 18th 
August, the enemy, sprung another mine in front of the Sikh lines with 
very fatal effect. Captain Orr (unattached). Lieutenants Mecham and 
Soppitt, who commanded the small body of drummers composing the 
garrison, were blown into the air ; hut providentially returned to earth 
with no further injury than a severe shaking. The garrison, however, 
were not so fortunate. No less than eleven men were buried alive 
under the ruins, from whence it was impossible to extricate them, 
owing to the tremendous fire kept up by the enemy from houses 
situated not ten yards in front of the breach. The explosion was fol- 
lowed by a general assault of a less determined nature than the two 
former efforts, and the enemy were consequently repulsed without 
much difficulty. But they succeeded, under cover of the breach, in 
establishing themselves in one - of the houses in our position, from 
which they were driven in the evening by the bayonets of Her 
Majesty’s 32nd and 84th Foot. On the 5th September the enemy made 
their last serious assault. Having exploded a large mine, a few feet 
short of the bastion of the 18-pounder gun, in Major Apthorp’s post, 
they advanced with large heavy scaling laddens, which they planter 
against the wall and mounted, thereby gaining for an instant the 
embrasure of a gun. They were, however, speedily driven back witl 
loss by hand grenades and musketry. A few minutes subsequently 
they sprung 'another mine close to the Brigade Mess, and advancer 
boldly ; but soon the corpses streAved in the garden in frent of the posi 
bore testimony to the fatal accuracy of the rifle and musketry fire o 
the gallant members of that garrison, and the enemy fled ignominious- 
ly, leaving their leader — a fine-looking old Native officer — among thr 
slain. At other posts they made similar attacks, but with less re 
solution, and everywhere with the same want of success. Their losi 
upon this day must have been very heavy, as they came on with mud 
determination, and at night they Avere seen bearing large numbers o 
their killed and wounded over the bridges in the direction of can, 
tonments. The above is a faint attempt at a description of the fou 
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great struggles which have occurred during this protracted season of 
exertion, exposure, and suffering. His Lordship in Council will per- 
ceive that the enemy invariably commenced his attacks by the explo- 
sion of a mine, a species of offensive warfare, for the exercise of which 
our position was unfortunately peculiarly situated, and had it not 
been for the most untiring vigilance on our part, in watching 
and blowing up their mines before they were completed, the 
assaults would probably have been much more numerous, and rdight, 
perhaps, have ended in the capture of the place. But by counter- 
mining in all directions, we succeeded in detecting and destroy- 
ing no less than four of the enemy’s subterraneous advances towards 
important positions, two of which operations were eminently successful, 
as on one occasion not less than eighty of them were blown into the 
air, and twenty suffered a similar fate on the second explosion. The 
labour, however, which devolved upon us in making these counter-mines, 
in the absence of a body of skilled miners, was very heavy. The Eight 
Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council will feel that it would be 
impossible to crowd, within the limits of a despatch, even the prin- 
cipal events, much more the individual acts of gallantry which have 
marked this protracted struggle. But I can conscientiously declare my 
conviction that few troops have ever undergone greater hardships, 
exposed as they have been to a never ceasing musketry fre and 
cannonade. They have also experienced the alternate vicissitudes of 
extreme wet and of intense heat, and that too with very insufficient 
shelter from either, and in many j)laces without any shelter at all. In 
addition to having had to repel I'eal attacks, they have been exposed 
night and day to the hardly less harassing false alarms which the enemy 
have been constantly raising. The insurgents have frequently fired very 
heavily, sounded the advance, and shouted for several hours together, 
though not a man could be seen, with the view, of course, of harassing 
our small and exhausted force, in which object they succeeded, for 
no part has been strong enough to allow of a portion only of the 
garrison being prepared in the event of a false attack being turned 
into a real one. All therefore had to stand to their arms, and to 


remain at their posts until the demonstration had ceased; and such 
attacks were of almost nightly occurrence. Tho whole of the officers 
men have been on duty night and day, during tho eighty-seven 
Ml the siege had lasted up to the arrival of. gij. J Outram 
mccBsant miUtavy ■ force has 
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been nightly employed in repamng defences, in moving gims, in 
burying dead animals, in conveying ammunition and commissariat 
stores from one place to another, and in other fatigue duties too num- 
erous and too trivial to enumerate here. I feel, however, that any words 
of mine will fail to convey any adequate idea of what our fatigue and 
labouis have been labours in which all ranks and all classes, civilians, 
officers, and soldiers, have all borne an equally noble part. All have 
together descended into the mine, all have together handled the shovel 
for the interment of the putrid bullock, and all accoutred with musket 
and baj'^onet have relieved each other on sentry, without regard to 
the distinctions of rank, civil or military. Notwithstanding all these 
hardships, the garrison has made no less than five sorties, in which 
they spiked two of the enemy’s heaviest guns, and blew up several 
of the houses from which they had kept up their most harassing fire. 
Owing to the extreme paucity of our numbers, each man w'as taught 
to feel that on his owm individual efforts alone depended in no small 
measure the safety of the entire position. This consciousness incited 
every officer, soldier and man, to defend the post assigned to him with 
such desperate tenacity, and to fight for the lives which Providence 
had entrusted to his care with such dauntless determination, that the 
enemy, despite their constant attacks, their heavy mines, their over- 
whelming numbers, and their incessant fire could never succeed in 
gaining one single inch of ground within the bounds of this straggling 
position, which was so feebly fortified, that had they once obtained a- 
footing in any of the outposts, the whole j)l9'Ce must inevitably have 
fallen. 

If further proof be wanting of the desperate nature of the struggle 
which we have, under God’s blessing, so long and so successfully waged, 

I would point to the roofless and ruined houses, to the crumbled \valls, 
to the exploded mines, to the open breaches, to the shattered and dis- 
abled guns and defences, and lastly, to the long and melancholy list 
of the brave and devoted officers and men who have fallen. These 
silent witnesses • hear sad and solemn testimony to the way in which 
this feeble position has been defended. During the early part of these 
vicissitudes, we were left without any information whatever regarding 
the posture of affairs outside. An occasional spy did indeed come in. 
with the object of inducing our sepoys and servants to desert ; but the 
intelligence derived from such sources was, of course, entirely untrust- 
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■worthy. We seat our messengers daily calling for aid and asking for 
information, none of whom ever returned until the 26tli day of the 
siege, when a pensioner named Ungud came back with a letter from 
General Havelock’s Camp, informing us that they were advancing with 
a force sufficient to bear down all opposition, and would be with us ia 
five or six days. A messenger was immediately despatched, requesting 
that on the evening of their arrival on the outskirts of the city, two 
rockets might be sent up in order that we might take the necessary 
measures for assisting them while forcing their way in. The sixth day 
however, expired, and they came not ; but for many evenings after officers 
and men watched for the ascension of the expected rockets with hopes 
such as make the heart sick. We knew not then, nor did we learn 
until the 29th August — or thirty-five days later — that the relieving 
force after having fought most nobly to effect our deliverance, had been 
obliged to fall back for reinforcements, and this was the last communi- 
cation we received until two days before the arrival of Sir James Outram 
on the 25th September. 

Besides heavy visitations of cholera and smallpox, we have also 
had to contend against a sickness which has almost universally pervaded 
the garrison. Commencing with a very painful eruption it has merged 
into a low fever, combined with diarrhoea ; and although few or no 
men have actually died from its effeerts, it leaves behind a weakness 
and lassitude which in the absence of all- material sustenance, save 
coarse beef and still coarser flour, none have been able entirely to get 
over. The mortality among the women and children, and especially 
among the latter, from these diseases and from other causes, has been 
perhaps the most painful characteristic of the siege. The want of 
native servants has also been a source of much privation. Owing to 
the suddenness with which we were besieged, many of these people who 
might perhaps have otherwise proved faithful to their emplo 3 '^ers, but 
■who were outside the defences at the time, were altogether excluded. 
Very many more deserted, and several families were consequently left 
without the services of a single domestic. Several ladies have had 
to tend their children, and even to wash their own clothes, as "well as 
to cook their scanty meals entirely unaided. Combined with the 
absence of servants, the want of proper accommodation has probably 
been the cause of much of the disease "with which we have been 
afflicted. I cannot refrain from bringing to the prominent notice of 
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the clejLordship in Council the patient endurance and the Christian 
elation which have been evinced by the women of this garrison.' 
exami%ave animated us by their example. Many alas ! have been made 
Tls aiid their children fatherless in this cruel struggle. But all 
when tgem resigned to the will of Providence, and many, among whom 
randui,e mentioned the honoured names of Birch, of Polehampton^ of 
self wi.^ and of Gall, have, after the example of Miss Nightingale, consti- 
that whiemselves the tender and solicitous nurses of the wounded and 
compiety( 3 j[ 0 i.s hospital. 

the buil'ojiijr remains for me to bring to the favourable notice of His Lord- 
were onl Council the names of those officers who have most distinguished 
been cau^^es, and afforded me tlie most valuable assistance in these opera- 
the adjojilany of the best and bravest of these now rest from their labours, 
of destr them are Lieutenant- Colonel Case and Captain Radclifife, whose 
Henry -3 fiave already been narrated; Captain Francis, 13th Native la- 
the hoi; — ^virfio was killed by a round shot^ — had particularly attracted the 
havcotion of Sir H! Lawrence for his conduct while in command of the 
i'®lbchhee Bhowun ; Captain Fulton, of the Engineers, who also was struck 
■ by a round shdt, had, up to the time of his early and lamented death, 
afforded me the most invaluable aid; he was indeed indefatigable; 
Major Anderson, the Chief Engineer, though from the commencement 
of the siege, incapable of physical exertion from the effects of the 
disease under which he eventually sank, merited my warm acknowledg- 
ments for his able counsel ; Captain Simons, Commandant of Artillery, 
distinguished himself at Chinhut, where he received the two wounds, 
which ended in his death ; Lieutenants Shepherd and Arthur, 7th 
Light Cavalry, who were killed at their posts ; Captain Hughes, 57th .. 
•Native Infantry, who was mortally wounded at the capture of a house 
which formed one of the enemy’s outposts ; Captain McCabe, of the 32nd 
Foot, who was killed at the head of his men while leading his fourth 
sortie, as well as Captain Mansfield, of the same corps, who died of 
cholera — were all officers who bad distinguished themselves highly. 
Mr. Lucas, too, a gentleman volunteer, and Mr. Boyson, of the Hn- 
covenanted Service — who fell when on the look-out at one of the most 
perilous outposts — had earned themselves reputations for coolness and 
gallantry. i 

The officers who commanded oncosts Lieutenant-Colonel 
Master, 7th. Light Cavalry; Major Apthoip, Mst Native Infantry; 
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Captain G. Weston, 65th Native Infantry;* Captain Sanders, 41st Native 
Infantry; Captain Boileau, 7th Light Cavalry; Captain Germon, 13th 
Native Infantry ; Lieutenant Aitken, and Lieutenant Loughnan of the 
same corps ; Captain Anderson, 25th Native Infantry ; Lieutenant 
Graj’^don, 44th Native Infantry; Lieutenant Langmore, 71st Native 
Infantr}^ ; and Mr. Schilling, Principal of the Martini6re College- 
have all conducted ably the duties of their onerous position. No further 
proof of this is necessary than the fact which I have before^mentioned 
that throughout the whole duration of the siege the enemy were 
not only unable to take, but they could not even succeed in gaining 
one inch of the posts commanded by these gallant gentlemen. Colonel 
Master commanded the critical and important post of the Brigade 
Mess, on either side of which was an open breach, onl)'- flanked by 
his handful of riflemen and musketeers. Lieutenant Aitken, with the 
whole of the 13th Native Infantry, which remained to us witli the 
exception of their Sikhs, commanded the Baillee Guard — ^perhaps the 
most important position in the whole of the defences ; and Lieutenant 
Langmore, with the remnant of his regiment (the 71st), held a very 
exposed position between the hospital and the Water Gate. This 
gallant and deserving young soldier and his men were entirely without 
shelter from the Aveather, both by night and by da3\ 

My thanks are also due to Lieutenants Anderson, Hutchinson and 
Innes, of the Engineers, as well as to Lieutenant Tulloch, 5Sth Nath-e 
Infantry, and Lieutenant Hay, 48th Native Infantry, Avho were placed 
under them to aid in the arduous duties devolving upon that department. 
Lieutenant Thomas, Madras Artillery, who commanded that arm of the 
serAuce for some Aveeks, and Lieutenants Macfarlane and Bonham render- 
ed me the most effectual assistance. I was, however, deprived of the 

* OEKlSRAL ORDERS by ihn Right Hon’ble the Governor-General of India in Council, 
dated Fort William, 15lh November 1858. 

No. 1546 of 185S j Erratum. — Major-General Sir J. E. W. Inglis, k.c.b., formerly Com- 
manding Lucknow Garrison, having brought to notice that the name of Captain G. AVeston, 

65th Regiment Native Infantry, was inadvertently 
™ despatcht of 26th September 
1857, the Hoii’ble the President of the Council 
of the Eight Hon’ble the Govern or- General of India in Council, with the concurrence of His 
Lordship, desires to rectify that omission, and is pleased to direct that that officer’s name be 
added to the paragraph commencing with the words “ the officers who commanded outposts,” 
and inserted after the name of Major Apthorp, 41st Native Infantry. 

. Order books to be corrected accordingly. 
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services of tlie two latter, who were wounded, Lieutenant Bonham no 
less than three times, early in the siege. Captain Evans, l7th Bengal 
Native Infantry, who owing to the scarcity of artillery officers was put 
in charge of some guns, was ever to be found at his post. 

Major Lowe, Commanding Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment ; Captain 
Bassano, Lieutenants Lawrence, Edmondstoune, Foster, Harmer, Cooke, 
Clery, Browne, and Charlton of that corjjs, have all nobly performed 
their duty. Every one of these officers, with the exception of Lieute- 
nants Lawrence and Clery, have received one or more wounds of 
more or less severity. Quartermaster Stribling, of the same corps, 
also conducted himself to my satisfaction. 

Captain O’Brien, Her Majesty’s 84bh Foot; Captain Kemble, 41st 
Native Infantry; Captain Edgell, 53rd Native Infantry ; Captain Dinning, 
Lieutenant Sewell and Lieutenant Worsley, of the 7 1st Native Infantry ; 
Lieutenant Warner, 7 th Light Cavalry; Ensign Ward, 48th Native 
Infantry (who, when most of our artillery officers were killed or disabled, 
worked the mortars with excellent effect) ; Lieutenant Graham, 11th . 
Native Infantry ; Lieutenant Mecham, 4.th Oudh Locals ; and Lieutenant 
•Keir, 41st Native Infantry, have all done good and willing service 
throughout the siege, and I trust that they will receive the favourable ■ 
notice of His Lordship in Council. 

I beg particularly to call the attention of the Government of India 
to the untiring industry, the extreme devotion and the great skill 
which have been evinced by Surgeon Scott (Superintending Sur- 
geon), and Assistant Surgeon Boyd, of Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot;. 
Assistant Surgeon Bird,.of the Artillery ; Surgeon Campbell, 7th Light 
Cavalry ; Surgeon Brydon, 71st Native Infantry ; Surgeon Ogilvie, 
Sanitary Commissioner; Assistant Surgeon Fayrer, Civil Surgeon; 
Assistant Surgeon Partridge, 2nd Oudh Irregular Cavalry; Assistant 
Surgeon Greenhow; Assistant Surgeon Darby ; and by Mr. Apothecary 
Thompson, ' in the discharge of their onerous and most important’ 
duties. 

Messrs. Thornhill and Capper, of the Civil Service, have been both 
wounded, and the way in which the}’-, as well as Mr. Martin, the 
Deputy Commissioner of Lucknow, conducted themselves, entitles them 
to a place in this despatch. Captain Carnegie, the Special Assistant 
Commissioner, whose invaluable services previous to the commencement 
of the siege I haVe frequently heard warmly dilated upon, both by 
Sir H. Lawrence and by Major Banks, and whose exertions -will 
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probably be more amply brought to notice by the civil authorities on 
some future occasion, has conducted the office of Provost Marshal to 
my satisfaction. The Reverend Mr. Harris and the Reverend Mr. 
PolehamptOD, Assistant Chaplains, vied with each other in their 
untiring care and attention to the suffering men. . The latter gentle- 
man was wounded in the ho'spital, and subsequently unhappily died of 
cholera. Mr. McCrae, of the Civil Engineers, did excellent service at 
the guns, until he was severely wounded. Mr. Cameron, also, a 
gentleman who had come to Oudh to enquire into the resources of the 
country, acquired the whole myateiy of mortar practice, and was of the 
most signal service until incapacitated by sickness. Mr. Marshall of 
the Road Department, and other members of the Uncovenanted Service, 
whose names will, on a subsequent occasion, be laid before the Govern- 
ment -of India, conducted themselves bravely and steadily. Indeed, 
the entire body of these gentlemen have borne themselves well, and 
have evinced great coolness under fire. 

I have now only to bring to the notice of the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General in Council the conduct of the several officers who 
composed my staff: — Lieutenant James, Sub-Assistant Commissary- 
General, was severely wounded by a shot through the knee at Chinhut, 
notwithstanding which he refused to go upon the sick list, and carried 
on his most trjdng duties throughout the entire siege. It is not too 
much to say that the garrison owe their lives to the exertions and firm- 
ness of this officer. Before the struggle commenced, he was ever in 
the saddle, getting in supplies, and his untiring vigilance in their dis- 
tribution after our difficulties had begun, prevented a waste which 
otherwise, long before the expiration of the eighty-seven] daj'S, might 
have annihilated the force by the slow process of starvation. 

Captain Wilson, 13th Native Infantry, Officiating Deputy Assistant 
Adjutant-General, was ever to be found where shot was flying thickest, 
and I am at a loss to decide whether his services were most invaluable 


owdng to the untiring physical endurance and bravery -which' he display- 
ed, or to his ever-read}’^ and pertinent counsel and advice in moments^of 
difficulty and danger. - 

Lieutenant Hardinge — an officer whose achievements and antece- 
dents arc well-known to the Government of India— has earned fresh 


laurels by his conduct throughout the siege. He -was officiating as 
Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General and also commanded the 


Sudi portion of the cavalry of the garrison. In both _capacities _his 
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services have been invaluable, especially in the latter, for it v'as owing 
alone to his tact, vigilance, and braver}’’, that the Sikh horsemen were 
induced to persevere in holding a very unprotected post under a heavy 
fire. 

Lienteaanfc Banvell, 71sb Native Infantry, the Foi’t Adjutant and 
Officiating Major of Brigade, has proved himself to be an efficient officer. 

Lieutenant Birch, of the 7lst Native Infantiy, has been my Aide-de- 
Camp throughout the siege. I firmly believe there never was a better 
Aide-de-Camp. He has been indefatigable, and ever ready to lead 
a sortie, or to convey an order to a threatened outpost under the 
heaviest fire. On one of these occasions he received a slight wound on 
the head. I beg to bring the services of this most promising and 
intelligent young officer to the favorable consideration of His Lordship 
in Council. 

I am also much indebted to Mr. Couper, 0. S., for the assistance he 
has on many occasions afforded me by his judicious advice. I have 
moreover ever found him most ready and willing in the performance of 
the military duties assigned to him, however exposed the post or arduous 
the undertaking. He commenced his career in Her Majesty’s Service, 
and consequently had had some previous experience of military matters. 
If the road to Gawnpore bad been made clear by the advent of our 
troops, it was my intention to have deputed this officer to Calcutta 
to detail in person the occurrences which have taken place, for the 
information of the Government of India. I still hope that wdien our 
communications shall be once more unopposed, he may be summoned to 
Calcutta for this purpose. 

Lastly, I have the pleasure of bringing the splendid behaviour of 
the soldiers, uis;., the men of Her Mjijesty’s 32nd Foot, the small detach- 
ment of Her Majesty’s 84th Foot, the European and Native Artillery, 
the 13bh, 48th and 71st Regiments Native Infantry, and the Sikhs of 
the respective corps, to the notice of the Government of India. The 
losses sustained by Her Majesty’s 32nd, which is now barely 300 strong, 
by. Her Majesty’s 84th and by the European Artillery, show at least 
that they knew how to die in the cause of their countrymen. Their 
•conduct under the fire, the exposure, and the privations which they have 
had to undergo, has been throughout most admirable and praise- 
worth}’. 

As another instance of the desperate character of our defence and 
the difficulties we have had to contend with, I may mention that the 
number oh our artillerymen was so reduced that on the occasion of an 


THE INDIAN MUtiNT 


;6S 


attack, the gunners— aided as they were by men of Her Majesty’s 32nd 
Toot and by volunteers of all classes, had to run from one battery to 
another Avherever the fire of the enemy was hottest, there not being nearly 
enough men to serve half the number of guns at the same time. In short, 
at last, the number of European gunners was only twenty-four, while 
We had, including mortars, no less than thii’ty guns in position. 

With respect to the Native troops I am of opinion that their 
loj^alty has never been surpassed. ' They were indifferently fed and 
worse housed. They were exposed — especially th© 13th Regiment — 
under the gallant Lieutenant Aitken, to a most galling fire of round 
shot and musketry, which materially decreased their numbers. They 
were so near the enemy that conversation could be carried on between 
them •, and every effort, persuasion, promise, and threat Avas alternately 
resorted to, in vain, to seduce them from their allegiance to the handful of 
Europeans, who, in all prohahility, Avould have been sacrificed hy their 
desertion. All the troops behaved nobly, and the names of those men 
of the Native foi’ce who have particularly distingirished themselves, 
have been laid before Major-General Sir James Outram, G.'C.b., who 
has promised to promote them. Those of the European force will ho 
transmitted in due course for the orders of His Royal Highness the 
General-Commanding-in-Chief. 

In conclusion, I heg leave to express, on the part of myself and 
the members of this garrison, our deejo and grateful sense of the con- 
duct of Major-General Sir James Outram, G. c. B., of Brigadier-General 
Havelock, C.B., and of the troops under those officers who so devoted- 
ly came to our relief at so heavy a sacrifice of life. We are also repaid 
for much suffering and privation by the sympathy which our brave deli- 
verer’s say our perilous and unfortunate position has excited for us in the 
hearts of our countrymen throughout the length and breadth of Her 
Majesty’s dominions. 

I have, &c,, 

(Signed) J. E. W. INGLIS, 

Col., S. MJs 32ml, 

JSrigadter, 

division orders ly Major-General Sir James Outkam, q. dated Scad- 

Quarters, LueJcnoio, 5th October 1857. 

The incessant and arduous duties which have devolved on Brigadier 
Inglis and his staff since the amval of the relieving force had hitherto 
prevented him from fuinishing to the Major-General Commanding 
the usual official dccuments relative to the siege of the garrison. 
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In the absence of these, the Major-General couH not "with pro- 
priety have indulged in any public declaration of the admiration 
with which he regards the heroism displaj'^ed by Brigadier Inglis and 
bhe glorious garrison he has so ably commanded during the last throo 
months, and he has been reluctantly obliged to defer therefore so long 
bhe expression of the sentiments he was desirous to offer. 

But the Major-General, having at length received Brigadier Iiiglla* 
reports, is relieved from the necessity of further silence and ho 
hastens to tender to the Brigadier, and to every individual membor 
af the garrison, the assurance of his confidence that their services 
will be regarded by the Government under which they arc immediately 
serving, by the ‘British nation, and by Her Gracious Majesty, W'ith 
equal admiration to that with which he is himself impressed. 

The Major-General believes that the annals of warfare contain 
no brighter page than that which will record the bravery, fortitude, 
vigilance, and patient endurance of harclshij)S, privation, and fatiguo 
displayed by the garrison of Lucknow, and ho is very conscious that 
his unskilled pen must needs fail adequately to convey to tlio 
Eight Hon’ble the Governor- General of India, and His Excellency tho 
Commander-in-Chief, the profound sense of the merits of that garrison, 
which has been forced on his mind by a careful considcrnlion of tho 
almost incredible difficulties with wliich they have had to contend. 

The term “ illustrious” was well and happily applied, by a former 
Governor-General of India, to the garrison of Jcllalabad ;but some far 
more laudatory epithet, if such the English language contains, is duo, 
the Major-General considers, to the brave men whom Brigadier Inglis 
has commanded, wdth undeviating success and untarnished honour, 
through the late memorable siege ; for while the devoted band of hcrOCH 
who so nobly maintained the honour of their country’s arms under Sir 
E. Sale were seldom exposed to actual attach, the Lucknow garrison, 
of inferior strength, have, in addition to a series of fierce assaults, 
gallantly and successfully repulsed, been for three months exposed 
to a nearly incessant fire from strong and commanding positions, held 
by an enemy of overwhelming force, possessing powerful artillery, 
having at their command the whole resources of what was but 
recently a kingdom, and animated by an insane and bloodthirsty 
fanaticism. 

It is a source of heartfelt satisfaction to the Major-General to be 
able, to a certain extent, to confer on the Native portion of the garrison 
an instalment of those rewards which their gallant and grateful com- 
mander has sought for them, and which he is very certain the Governor- 
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General will bestow in full ; and though the Major-General, as regards 
the European portion of the garrison, cannot do more than give his 
most earnest and hearty support to the recommendations of the Briga- 
dier, he feels assured that the Governor-General of India will fully and 
publicly manifest his appreciation of their distinguished services, and 
that our beloved Sovereign will herself deign to convey to them some 
gracious expression of royal approbation of their conduct. 

Brigadier Inglis has borne generous testimony to the braverj', 
vdgilance, devotedness, and good conduct of all rants; and to all 
rants, as the local representative of the British Indian Government, 
the Major-General tenders his warmest actnowledgments. He w'ould 
fain offer his special congi-atulations and thanks to the European and 
Eurasian portion of the garrison whom Brigadier Inglis has parti- 
cularly noticed ; but by doing so he would forestall the Governor- 
General in the exercise of what the Major-General is assured will be 
one of the most pleasing acts of his official life. 

(True Copy.) 

(Signed) T. P. WILSON, Caj>t„ 

Offg. Defy. Asst. Adjt.-Genl. 

(True Copies.) 

(Signed) B. J. H. BIBCfl, Col, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, MUy Dept. 

GENERAL ORDER hy the Right Bon’hle the Governor-Gmeml ■ of 

India in Goxmcil, dated Fort William, Sth December 1S57. 

No. 1543 of 1857. — The Eight Hon’ble the Governor-General in 
Council has received from Brigadier Inglis, of Her Majesty’s 32nd Eegi- 
ment, lately commanding the garrison in Lucknow, the subjoined* 
report of the defence of the Eesidency in that cit}^ from the first 
threatened attack upon it on the 29th of June, to the arrival of the 
force under Major-General Sir J. Outram, G, c. B., and the lamented 
Major-General Sir H. Havelock, K. C. B., on the 25th of September. 

The Divisional Order of Major-General Sir James Outram upon 
the report accompanies it. 

The Governor-General in Council believes that never has a tale 
been told wffiich will so stir the hearts of Englishmen and Englishwomen 
as the simple, earnest narrative of Brigadier Inglis. 

It rightfully commences with a soldier’s testimoD 3 -, touchingly 
borne, to the chivalrous character and high deserts of Sir Henry 
Lawrence, the sad details of whose death are now made known. 


f Printed on pages 37-52, 
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There does not stand recorded in the annals of war an achievement 
more truly heroic than the defence of the Kesidency at Lucknow de- 
scribed in the narrative which follows. 

That defence has not only called forth all the energy and daring 
which belong to Englishmen in the hour of active conflict ; but it has 
exhibited, continuously, and in the highest degree, that noble and sus- 
tained courage which against enormous odds and fearful disadvantages, 
against hope deferred, and through unceasing toil and wear of body and 
mind, still holds on day after day and triumphs. 

The heavy guns of the assailants, posted, almost in security, within 
fifty yards of the entrenchments, — so near indeed that the solicitations, 
and threats, and taunts which the rebels addressed to the Native 
defenders of the garrison were easily heard by those true-hearted men ; 
the fire of the enemy’s musketry, so searching that it penetrated the 
innermost retreat of the women and children, and of the w'ounded:. 
their desperate attempts, repeatedly made, to force an entry after blowing 
in the defences; the perpetual mining of the works ; the weary night 
watching for the expected signal of relief; and the steady waste of 
precious lives until the number of English gunners ■was reduced below 
that of the guns to be worked; — all these constitute featui'es in a 
history which the fellow-countrymen of the heroes of Lucknow will 
read wdth swelling hearts, and which will endure for ever as a lesson 
to those who shall hope, by treachery, numbers, or- boldness in their 
treason, to overcome the indomitable spirit of Englishmen. 

, A complete list of the brave men who have fallen has not yet 
reached the Governor-General in Council ; but the names mentioned in 
Brigadier Inglis’s report are, in themselves, a long and sad one. 

Amongst those who have nobly perished in this protracted struggle. 
Sir Henry Lawu’ence will occupy the first place in the thoughts of his 
fellow-countrymen. The Govezmor-General in Council has already given 
expression to the deep sorrow with which he mourns the loss of that 
distinguished man. But the name of Sir Henry Lawrence can never 
rise up Avithout calling forth a tribute of honour and admiration from all 
Avho knew him. 

The Governor-General in Council has also to deplore the loss of , 
Major Banks, au officer high in the confidence of the GoA’^ernment of 
India, and Avho, Avith the full approval of the Governor-General in 
Council, had succeeded to the charge of Chief Commissioner upon Sir 
Henry Lawrence's death ; of Lieutenant-Colonel Case, Her Majesty's 
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32nd Kegimenfc, avIio was mortally wounded while leading on his raeu at 
Chinhut on the 29th of June; of Captain Radcliffe, whose conspicuous 
bravery attracted the attention of Sir Henry Lawrence on that occasion'; 
of Captain Francis, who was also especially noticed by Sir Homy 
Lawrence for his gallant conduct rvhile in command of the Muchhee 
Bhowun; of Captain Fulton, of the Engineers, whose indefatigable 
exertions are thankfully recorded by Brigadier Inglis ; of Major 
Anderson, the Chief Engineer, who, contending against deadly sickness, 
did not cease to give his valuable aid to his Commander ; of Captain 
Simons, Artillery, mortally wounded at Chinhut; of Lieutenants 
Shepherd and Arthur, 7th Light Cavalry, killed at their- posts ; of Captain 
McCabe, Her Majesty’s 32nd, who fell while leading his fourth sortie ; of 
Captain Mansfield, of the same cor-ps, who fell a victim to cholera. 

The Governor-General in Council laments also to find in this 
melancholy record the names of Mr. Lucas, a traveller in India, and of Mr. 
Boyson. These two gentlemen, acting as volunteers, received charge of 
one of the most dangerous outposts, and hold it at the cost of their lives. 

The good services of Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment throughout 
this struggle have been remarkable. 

To the watchful courage and sound judgment of its commander. 
Brigadier Inglis, tho British Government owes a heavy debt of gratitude ; 
and Major Lowe, Captain Bassano, Lieutenants Edmondstouno, Foster, 
Harmer, Lawrence, Clery, Cooke, Browne, and Charlton, and Quarter- 
master Stribling of this corps, and Captain O’Brion, of Her Majesty’.*? 
S4th Regiment, are praised by their superior as having severally distiu- 
g\iishod themselves. . Of the 7th Light Cavalry Colonel Master, to 
whom was entrusted the command of a most exposed post, Captain 
Boileau, and Lieutenant Warner, aro entitled to tho thanks of the 
Governor-General in Council. 

The Governor-General in Council recognizes, with pleasure, tho dis- 
tinction accorded to Major Apthorp, Captains Kemble and Sanders,* 
Lieutenants Barwell and Keir, of the 41st Native Infantry, as well as 
to Captain Germon and Lieutenant Aitken, of the 13th Native 
Infixntiy, the latter of whom commanded an important 2?osition in the 
defences with signal courage and success; to Captain Andenson, of 
the 25tb, and to Lieutenant Graydon, of the 44th Native Infantry. 

His Lordship in Council desires to acknowledge the excellent ser- 
vice ol C.Tptain Dinning and Lieutenant Sewell, of the 71st Nativ'o 
Infantry : and of Lieuteuant Langmorc, of the same Regiment, who 
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held continuously a post open to attack, and entirely 'without shelter 
for himself or for his men by night or by day ; as well as of Lieutenant 
Worsley, of the same corps ; of Lieutenant Tulloch, 68th Native In- 
fantry ; of Lieutenant Ha}^, 48th Native Infantry, who was placed 
under the Engineers to assist in the arduous duties of that Depart- 
ment ; and of Ensign Ward, of the same regiment, who, when the 
officers of artillery were mostly disabled, worked the mortars with 
good effect ; also of Lieutenant Graham, of the 11th Native Infantry, 
and of Lieutenant Mecham, of the 4th Oudh Irregulars. 

Of the Native officers and men of the 13th, 48th and 71st Regi- 
ments of Native Infantry who have been amongst the defenders of 
the Residency, it is difficult to speak too highly. Their courageous 
constancy under the severest trials is worthy of all honour. 

The medical officers of the gaiTison are well entitled to the 
cordial thanks of the Government of India. The attention, skill and 
energy evinced by Superintending Surgeon Scott ; Assistant Surgeon 
Boyd, Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot; Assistant Surgeon Bird, of the Artil- 
lery ; Surgeon Campbell, 7th Light Cavalry ; Surgeon Brydon, 71st 
Native Infantry ; Surgeon Ogilvie, Sanitary Commissioner ; Assistant- 
Surgeon Fayrer ; Assistant Surgeon Partridge, 2nd Oudh Irregu- 
lars ; Assistant Surgeons Greenhow. and Darby, and of Mr. Apothecary 
Thompson, are spoken of in high terms by Brigadier Inglis. 

To Dr. Brydon especially the Governor- General in Council would 
address his hearty congratulations. This officer, after passing through 
the Kabul Campaign of 1841-42 was included in the illustrious garrison 
who maintained their position in Jellalabad. He may now, as one 
of the heroes of Lucknow, claim to have witnessed and taken part 
in an achievement even more conspicuous as an example of the invin- 
cible energy and enduring courage of British soldiers. 

The labours of the officers of Engineers— Lieutenants Anderson, 
Hutchinson, and Innes ; and of the Ai’tillery — ^Lieutenant Thomas 
(Madras), and Lieutenants Macfarlane and Bonham, receive, as they ' 
deserve, honourable mention, which the Governor-General in Council is 
glad to confirm by his cordial approval. 

The services rendered by Mr. McRae, Civil Engineer ; Mr. Schilling, 
Principal of the Martini4re ; and by Mr. Cameron, a gentleman who 
had visited Oudh for commercial pui-poses, merit the especial thanks of 
the Government of India. 

The Governor-General in Council has read with great satisfaction ' 
the testimony borne by Brigadier Inglis to the sedulous attention 

8 
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given to the spiritual comforts of his comrades by the Keverend Mr. 
Polehampton and the Eeverend Mr, Harris, The first, imhapi^ilv, has 
not survived his labours. 

The officers of the Staff have rendered excellent service. That 
of Lieutenant James, Sub- Assistant-Commissary-General, calls for the 
especial thanks of the Government of India. This officer, although severe- 
ly wounded at Chinhut, resolutely continued to give valuable aid to the 
Brigadier ; and it is mainly owing to his forethought and care that the 
•supplies of the gan-ison have sufficed through the hardships of the siege. 

Captain Wilson, 13th Native Infantiy, Deputy Assistant Adju- 
tant-General, has evinced courage, activity, and sound judgment in a 
very high degi'ee. 

Lieutenant Hardinge, Officiating as Deputy Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral, as well as Commanding the Sikh Cavalry of the garrison, has 
liroved himself worth}' to boar his soldier’s name. 

Lieutenant Barwell, 71st Native Infantry, Fort Adjutant, is honour- 
ably mentioned ; and Lieutenant Birch, of the 7lst Native Infantiy, 
who acted as A.-D,-C, to Brigadier Inglis throughout the siege, has 
discharged his duties in a manner which has called forth emphatic 
praise from his commander. 

The officers of the Civil Service have not been behind their 
military brethren in courage and zeal. The assistance rendered by 
Mr. Couper to Brigadier Inghs, as previously to Sir Henry Lawrence, 
has been most valuable, 

Messrs. Thornhill and Capper were wounded during the siege; 
and Mr. Martin, Deputy Commi.ssiouer, and Captain Carnegie, Assistant 
Commissioner, have earned the special thanks of Biigadier Inglis. 

To all these brave men, and to their brother officers and comrades 
of every rank and degree, European and Native, who have shared the 
same dangers and toils with the same heroic spirit, the Governor-Gene- 
ral in Council tenders his Avarmest thanks. 

The officers and men of -Her Majesty’s regiments must receive 
their full measure of acknoAvledgment from a Higher Authority than 
that of the Governor-General in Council ; but it v-ill be the pleasing 
duty of His Lordship iu Council to express to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and to the Hou’ble Couii of Directors of the East India 
Company, iu the strongest terms, the recommendation of them to that 
for Avhich Major-General Sir James Outram so justly pleads. 

"’hile it is a gratification to the Governor-General in Council 
— -^l-al Order of this day, that the rcAvards and honcurs 
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therein specified shall he at once awarded to the officers and men of 
the two services and to the civilians respectively. 

This notice must not he closed without mention of those nohle 
women who, little fitted to take part in such scenes, have assumed so 
cheerfully and discharged so earnestly their task of charity in minis- 
tering to sickness and pain. It is likely that to themselves the noto- 
riety of praise publicly given may he distasteful ; yet the Governor- 
General in Council cannot forego the pleasure of doing justice to the 
names of Birch, Poleharapton, Barbor, and Gall, and of offering to‘ 
those whose acts have so adorned them, his tribute of respectful admi- 
ration and gratitude. 

The history of the defence of the Residency of Lucknow does 
not end with the narrative of Brigadier Inglis. But no full reports of 
the course of events at Lucknow subsequently to the junction of Sir 
Henry Havelock’s force with the defenders, or of the final and effec- 
tual relief by the advance of the Commander-in-Chief, have yet been, 
received. It is known, however, that the success which has carried 
joy to so many aching hearts has been clouded by the death within the 
last few days of one of the first soldiers of India, Major-General Sir 
Henry Havelock. 

The Governor-General in Council deeply deplores the loss of this 
able leader and truly brave man, who has been taken from the service 
of his country at a time when he can least be spared, though not 
before he had won for himself lasting renown, and had received at the 
hands of his Sovereign the gracious and prompt recognition of his merits. 

(Signed) R. J. H. BIRCH, Col., 
Secy, to the Qovt. of India, Mily. Dept, 


No. 1544 of 1857. 

With reference to the preceding G. 0. by the Right Hon’ble 
the Governor-General in Council, No. 1643, of this day’s date, and 
in recognition of the heroism of the defenders of the Residency at 
Lucknow, the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council hereby 
orders that — 

1, Every officer and soldier, European and Native, who has formed 
part of the garrison of the Residency, between the 29th of June and 
the- 25th of September last, shall receive six months’ batta. 
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2. Every civilian in the Covenanted Service of the East India 
Company vho has taken part in the defence of the Eesidency, ^vitlun 
the above-named dates, shall receive six months’ hatta, at a rate calcu- 
lated according to the military rank with which his standing corre- 
sponds. 

3. Every uncovenanted civil officer or volunteer who has taken 
a Idve part, shall receive six months’ hatta, at a rate to be fixed accord- 
ing to the functions and positions which may have been assigned to him. 

4. Every Native commissioned and non-commissioned officer 
and soldier who has formed part of the garrison, shall receive the 
Order of Merit, with the increase of pay attached thereto, and shall be 
permitted to count three years of additional service. 

5. The soldiers of the 13th, 48th,- and 71st Regiments, Native In- 
fantr}^ who have been part of the garrison, shall be formed into a regi- 
ment of the line, to be called the Regiment of Lucknow, the further 
constitution of which, as regards officers and men, will be notified 
hereafter. 

(Signed) E. J. H. BIECH, Col,, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, Mily, Deyt. 

By order of His Excellency the Oommander-in-Ohief, 

(Signed) W. MAYHETY, JHaj., 

Dcpy, Adjt.-Gcnl. of the Army, 


GENERAL ORDERS by the Ryaht Hon’hle the Governor-General of 
India in Gouncil, — dated Fort William, 13th December 1857, 

No. 1564, 1857. — The Rig|it Hon’ble the Governor-General in 
Council having received last evening the list of casualties in the affair 
at Chinhut on the 30th of June 1857, and the memorandum of the 
defences of the Residency at Lucknow furnished by the Garrison 
Engineer, which arc alluded to in the despatch from Brigadier Inglis 
of Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment, dated the 26th September 1857, 
published in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary of the 9th instant, as 
well as the list of casualties during the siege of Lucknow, is pleased to 
direct the publication of these documents. 

^ (Signed) E. H. H. BIECH, Col,, 

Sccy, to (he Govt, of India, Mily, Dept, 
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Nominal Roll of officers hilled and wounded at Chinhut on the 

30th June 1857. 

General Staff. 

Wounded. — Sub-Assistant-Commissary-General Lieutenant T,. 
Janies, dangerously. 

-Artillery. 

Wounded. — Captain A, P. Simons, twice, severely ; Lieutenant. 
J. Bonham, slightly. 

Her Majesty's 32nd Foot. 

Killed. — Lieutenant-Colonel W. Case; Captain C. Stevens;' 
Lieutenant J. D. Thomson (Adjutant) ; Lieutenant J. Brackenbury. 

Wounded. — Captain A. Bassauo, severely. 

13th Kegiment, Native Infantry, 

Wounded. — Major C. F. Bruere, slightly. 

Volunteer Cavalry. 

Killed. — Captain W. G. M. Maclean, 71st Regiment Native • 
Infantry. 

TFowwcZer?.— Lieutenant J, H. T. Farquhar, 7th Light Cavalry,' 
severely; Ensign 0. W. Campbell, 71st Regiment Native Infantry, 
severely. 

OuDH Irregular Cavalry., 

TFoimded.— Lieutenant E. W. Graham, sligthtly. 

Abstract. 

Officers killed ... ... ... 5 

J, wounded ... ... ...8 

Total ... 13 

(Signed) T. E. WILSON, Cajat., 

Offg. JDepg. Asst. AdJt.-GcnL 

J. INGLIS, Brigr., 

' Comdg. Luchnoto Garrison‘ 




Ji-ETURN of hilled ami ivoiinded in the Action at Chinhut on the morning of 30th of June 1867. 
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N.B.— Ono mpmhor or tbo Uncovcnanted Sorvice, sorving with tho Volunteer Cavalry, killed, not included in the above. 

(Eiamincd). 

(Signed) T. F. WILSON, Caj}t., (Signed) J, INGLTS, Briffr., 

Dc^y. Asst, AJdt.-Geiil, Comdg. I/itchioio Garrison. 
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Report of Defences of Residency, 

The outbreak at Meerut, and Delhi, and reports of general disaffec- 
tion among the sepoys caused Sir Henry Lawrence to take immediate 
measures for the.defence of the place. Some time previously he had 
selected the Muchee Bhbwun as a site for our magazine and stores, and 
judging it, from its very commanding position and the moral effect that 
the occupation of it would exercise over the city, he in the first instance 
proceeded to strengthen it. The works were commenced on the 17th 
May, and carried forward with unremitting energy by Lieutenant 
Innes, under the general direction of Major Anderson, Chief Engineer, 
until the commencement of the siege. 

The defence of the Kesidency was also commenced, though at 
first it received a secondary share of attention. It was not till after 
the mutiny in cantonments, (30th Maj'^), and the subsequent mutinies 
of corps in the districts, that it became apparent that we should have 
probably to defend ourselves against a combined attack of mutineers 
and rebels from the country and city. The more clear this became, 
the more clearly the inadequacy of the Muchee Bhowun as a fortified 
position became apparent. It was also seen that, if the mutineers came 
on in great force, we had not sufficient hands to man both it and the 
Residency ; and having ascertained, after full consideration, the defects 
of the Muchee Bhowun, both as regards defensive measures, and shelter 
of troops and the large European community, Sir Henry Lawrence made 
up his mind to abandon it, on the investment of the city by the enemy. 

On this being decided (11th June), the defences of the Residency 
were proceeded with, with vigour. Prior to this, the Chief Engineer 
was doubtful as to the extent of the force he had to shelter within 
the line of defences, or to man the works ; but now he could form a 
definite plan, and he lost no time in forming a connected line of 
defensive woi’ks round the buildings be thought it necessary to occupy. 

The Residency compound was first protected by a line of parapet 
and ditch across it ; a., strong battery, since named the " Redan,-” was 
constructed in a corner of the garden, which furnished a command 
over the iron bridge. 

■ A battery (called the “ Cawnpore, ”) was constructed at the opposite 
point of our position, enfilading the Cawnpore road, and was then 
designed chiefly as a barrier to the approach of mutineers from 
‘Cawnpore, 
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Two other batteries were partially constructed, one between 
Gubbins’ and Ommanney’s compounds, the other between the slaughter- 
house and sheep-pen ; but neither were ready at the commencement of 
the siege, and want of labour prevented their being .completed after- 
wards. 

Heavy and light guns and mortars, more or less protected by 
parapets, were placed in various positions inteimediate to the above- 
mentioned principal batteries. Those positions are marked in the 
annexed sketch, though of course various changes occiuTed during the 
siege; a gun or mortar having been frequently required to silence an 
enemy’s battery, and withdrawn when the object was accomplished. 

Mr. Gubbins, by means of labourers procured by his subordinates, 
carried on the defences of his own compound; and the general line 
round our position was continued fro;m battery to battery, and bouse to 
house, by abattis (in lanes), and by parapets and ditches or stockades. 

Outside'our line of works also a great amount of labour was required. 
Masses of buildings extended to within a few feet of us, in nearly every 
direction, and though some of them would act as traverses to us from 
the enemy’s batteries, the majority were most undoubted source of 
annoyance to us, and it was necessary to proceed with their removal as 
vigorously as our means permitted. Several mosques, which occu- 
pied positions commanding us, were left alone, much to our future 
injury ; but I believe the reason that prevented their removal was a 
good one, namely, the danger of precipitating an outbreak before Ave 
were prepared for it. Bub apart from this, the demolition of iirivate 
buildings was far from complete. The affair of Chinhut brought the 
enemy upon us earlier, I believe, than Avas anticipated by any individual 
of our force, and our command of labour having been limited, Ave had to 
close our gates with nothing in many places separating us from the 
besiegers but the width of the streets. The houses that remained 
became nests of rebels, and besides forming secui’e starting points for 
their mines, enabled them from under shelter to keep a deadly fire of 
musketry upon us day and night ; and it is to it, and not to round shot, 
that Ave have to attribute the greater part of our casualties. The latter 
Avas mainly injurious in destroying the buildings occupied by our 
■^.roops and camp-folloAvers ; and, though the loss of life, considering the 
^ nt of battering they sustained, Avas much less than Avas to be 
't Avas a constant source of danger and annoyance to the' 
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ganison, and the repair of damage entailed heavy labour on men who 
were Hveaken’ed by exposure and want of rest. 

The enemy proceeded to invest the place immediately on the return 
of our force from Chinhut on the 30th June. The Muchee Bhowun was 
still garrisoned by our troops, though the treasure and greater portions 
of the munitions and stores had been previously removed to the Kesi- 
dency ; and it now.became an object of primary importance to withdraw 
the garrison without loss. A telegraphic message was communicated to 
Lieutenant Inhes, the engineer officer, to the effect that the powder in 
the magazine, about 200 baiTels, was to be used in blowing up the fort, 
and that the garrison was to leave at midnight on the 1st July. This 
order was carried out with prefect success, and the garrison marched 
into our gates without the loss of a man. 

The garden battery was one of the first established by the enemy. 
It plhyed on the guard-house at the Gawnpore battery, the battery 
itself, Brigade Mess, Anderson’s, and Judicial Commissioner’s. The 
combined fire of heavy guns and musketry on the Gawnpore battery 
became so deadly, that our guns could not be served, and eventually it 
was thought necessary to withdraw them and to leave the position to 
be defended by musketry, and to repair the parapets as fast as they 
were damaged by the enemy’s round shot. 

At the beginning of the siege, the 8-inch howitzer which fell into 
the enemy’s hands at Chinhut was placed out of sight of our guns, 
on the opposite bank of the river,. near the bridge-of-boats, and kept up 
a destructive fire on the Eesidency. It was by one of the shells from 
it that Sii' Henry Lam'ence was killed. 

Batteries were also established by the enemy on the road leading 
from the iron bridge in front of Gubbifis’ house, the Brigade Mess, 
and Post office, and at the Clock Tower, and all the buildings were 
more or less damaged by them. A portion of the Eesidency was 
battered .down, and six men were buried in the ruins. Many of the 
buildings were reduced to such a state as to appear to be quite 
untenable, but the garrison continued to occupy nearly all; and though 
the defences of the posts have been very much weakened by the 
continued and heavy fire, not a single one has been abandoned ; on 
the contrary, several buildings (Financial Commissioner’s, Sago’s, and 
limes’) have been occupied and strengthened since the commencement 
of the siege. 


9 
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■When tlie enemy found that neither hy repeated attachs, nor by 
the destruction of our buildings, he could force us from our posts, he 
had recourse to mining* This had been anticipated ; but the chief 
engineer, acting under the suggestion of the late Lieutenant Fulton, 
would, not take the initiative, as he apprehended that our enemies 
would at once follow our example, and that the unlimited command 
of labour they possessed would give us a poor chance of competing 
with them. 

The first mine exploded by the enemy was at the Eedan. It 

preceded a general attack, and both 
as regards direction and distance was 
w'as followed by one at the angle of the 
only one from which any loss of life on our 
The sound of the mining had not been 
heard, owing to the proximit}’^ of the 
cavalry horses, and the guard were 
completely surprised. Seven drummers were killed on this occasion. 

Two other mines at the building occupied by the Martinidre boys 

, . and at Sago’s were also exploded, 

loth August. I , , T , , . , 

but beyond breaking the outer line 

of -walls, did no damage. The enemy in no case showed any great 

alacrity in assaulting the breaches, and we soon formed retrenchments 

in rear of them. 


20th July. 

a complete failure. This 
Sikh square, and is the 
side has been sustained. 

27 th Jul}'. 


■\Ye had meanwhile commenced countermining, and on the 5th 
August foiled a mine of the enemy’s against the guard-house at the 
Cawnpore batter}^ and since then, up to the an-ival of the relieving 
force, we have been incessantly employed in mining and countermining. 
We have generally worked into their galleries, and after having 
frightened tlie miners away, have destroyed them, or, in some, cases, 
w^e have blown in their galleries hy charging and firing our own. I need 
hardly add that this was a service of danger. 

^ Two of our mines, for directly offensive objects, require sepai-ate 
notice, the one at Sago’s to the enemy’s guard-room, which we blew 
down -ivith a loss to them of— it is supposed— between tiventy and thirty 
men. The second, to Johannes’ house, in which -we destroyed above 


* A more complete account of the mining is to be found in “ Lucknow ami Oudb in the 
n^ulmp... bp L.outona„t-Gcmeral MacLeod Ws. General I„nes> account was origLiy 
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eighty of the enemy; The explosion was follo-ft’-ed by a sortie to cover 
the demolition of the remainder of the house and one adjoining, 
which object was effectually accomplished, and relieved us from the 
destructive fire of many of the enemy’s best marksmen. I may men- 
tion that several sorties were made on other occasions, and with equal 
success. 

We had, on the arrival of the relieving force, fifteen galleries ready 
for countermining further operations of the enemy. Several of the 
enemy’s galleries have since been discovered and destroyed. 

- I believe I have now noted every measure of importance, with 
reference to the defence and attack of the place, on an engineering point 
of view, and it remains for me to add the means at our disposal for 
canying on work. 

Buring the early part of the siege We had working parties of Her 
Majesty’s 32nd Begiment. On one Avork during the night I have had 
forty-two men. The soldiers, hoAvever, had their other duties to perform, 
they were exposed to rain, and Avere veiy often under arms, Avhich- pre- 
vented their having a proper amount of rest. They could therefore 
have little physical strength left to Avork in the trenches, and as the 
siege progressed, their numerical strength became so much reduced, that 
it Avas necessary to give up European working parties almost entirel}'-, 
and to depend on the sepoys. The latter came forward most willingly 
and I cannot speak too highly of the way in Avhich they worked. They 
have also been of material assistance in our mining operations ; and a 
■party of the 13th Native Infantry— thanks to the good management of 
Lieutenant Aitken — have constructed a battery for an 18-pounder, 
worked the gun, and dug a shaft and gallery at their OAvn post. 

There has been but one squad of European miners, eight men under 
Sergeant Day, all of Avhom have worked Avith the most unremitting zeal 
throughout. 

As regards general superintendence, the late Major Anderson, Chief 
Engineer, designed the defences of the Muchee Bhowun and Besidency, 
and until shortly before his death directed the construction of the various 
AA'orks and repairs. 

Lieutenant Fulton became the Senior Engineer officer on the demise 
of Major Anderson, on the 11th August. He had constructed the 
greater portion of the defences, powder magazines, &c., and up to the 
day of his death displayed the most unremitting energy, in spite of bad 
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health, in advancing ' our %York. In particular he took a, inost active 
part in foiling the enemy’s attempts to destroy. oUr advanced - posts by 
mines, and the manner in which he conducted, the blasting.operations 
during our sorties invariably excited the admiration of all who . 'w.ere 
present, officers and men, , , 

In the performance of the aboYementioned, and engineering- oper- 
ations generally, he received the most able and untiring support fromr 
Lieutenants Hutchinson, Innes, and Tulloch, and • the late Lieutenant 
Birch j and latterly, since Lieutenant Fulton’s, death, I have .received 
much assistance from Lieutenant Hay, Assistant Field Engineer. ■ The 
active part I myself have taken in the superintendence of works has 
been small, owing to my having, suffered from continued ill-health. 

Finally, 1 beg to bring to the notice of the Brigadier the excellent, 
service performed by the late Mr. Casey, head Accountant to, the Chief 
Engineer, who had been Sergeant-Major of sappers, and who was re- 
commended by Major Anderson for the rank of Assistant Field Engineer ; 
of the late Mr. Supervisor Barrett, Mr. Beale, Overseer ; and Sergeant 
Byder, Assistant Overseer — all of whom have left families behind -them, 

LtrcKKOW,- ■) (Signed) J. 0. ANDEESON, Lieut., 

The 5th October 1Q57, J Garrison Engineer. 

(Signed) J. INGLIS, Brigr., 
Comdg. LucTcnow Garrison. 

(True copy). 

(Signed) T. F. WILSON, Capf„ 

Eepy. Asst, AdJi.’Gcn?. 


" • ' 

tlfiTURN SHOWING THE STEENGTH OF; THE ' LtJCHNOW GAEEISON 69 


Heturn showing the strength of the Zuchnoiu garrison on the 1st 


of July 185f,e 


‘A /,X 


Details, 


General and Brigade Staff 

Aftillery, regular and irregular 

Engineers ••• ••• 

fth-Eegiment, Light Cavalry ... 

Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot 

Detachment, Her Majesty’s 84th 
Foot ... ... ... 

15th Eegiment, Native Infantry 

Detachment, 41st Eegiment, Na- 
tive Infantry 

48th Eegiment, Native Infantry 

71st Regiment, Native Infantry 

Oudh Irregular Force 

Native pensioners 

New Native levies .., ... 

Luchnow Magazine ... 

Officers not attached to the Oudli 
Brigade ... 

Civil and Dncovenanted Services 
Officers, unattached ... 

Grand Total 



D,— Five Assistant Surgeons are included under the head cl Staff in Oudh Irregular Force. 


Luckkow Gaukison, •> (Signed) J. INGLIS, Di-fpr., 

The 6th November 18S7, S Comdg, Lucknow Garrison', 

(Examined.) 

(Signed) T. F. WILSON, Capt., 

, -Depi/, Asst, ACjt.-GenX. 
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Eominal Roll of officers killed and wounded daring the Siege of 

Lucknoiv. 

General Staff. 

Wounded. — Brigadier-General Sir H. M. Lawrence, K.C.B., com- 
manding the force, mortally (since dead) ; officiating Deputy Assistant 
Adjutant-General Captain T. F. Wilson, slightly ; oflSciating Deputy 
Assistant Quartermaster-General Lieutenant G. N. Hardinge, slightly. 

Brigade Staff. 

Wounded. — Aide-de-camp to Brigadier J. Inglis, Lieutenant 
F. M. Birch, slightly. 

Artillery. 

AT-iZZed.— Second-Lieutenant E. P. Lewin. 

Wounded. — Captain A. P. Simons, slightly (since dead) ; Lieute- 
nant D. C. Alexander, (severely) ; 2nd-Lieutenant J. H. Bryce, severely 
(since dead of cholera) ; 2nd-Lieu tenant J. Bonham, once slightly, 
once severely; 2nd-Lieutenant J. Alexander, severely; 2nd-Lieutenant 
D. MacFarlan, severely; 2nd-Lieutenant F. J. Cunliffe, slightly 
(since dead of fever). 

Engineers. 

AT-iZZed.-— Captain G. W. W. Fulton, 

Wounded. — Assistant Field Engineer Lieutenant F. W. Birch, 
69th Native Infantry, mortally (since dead), 

7th Beguient Light Cavalry. 

Killed. — Lieutenant L, A, Arthur. 

TFoiMlded. — Captain C. W. Badcliffe, dangerously (since dead) ; 
Captain T. T. Boileau, slightly; Veterinary- Surgeon F. A. Hely, 
dangerously (since" dead). 

Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment of Foot. 

Killed. — Lieutenant P. C. Webb. 

Wounded. — Major E. W. D. Lowe, slightly; Captain W. Power, 
dangerously (since dead) ; Lieutenant J. Edmondstoune, severely ; Lieute- 
nant C. M. Foster, slightly; Lieutenant E. Harmer, severely; . 
Lieutenant H. Cooke, slightly ; Lieutenant J. W. Charlton, danger- 
ously; Ensign W. H. Studdy, mortally (since dead). 

Detachjient, Her iMAjESTY’.s S4 th Regijient of Foot. 

Wounded. — Lieutenant D. O’Brien, scvcrelv. 



NOMINAL ROLL OF KILLED AND WOUNDED 


n 


13th Eegisient, Native Infantry. 

. ' Killed. — Major 0. F. Bruere. 

IVounded. — Captain T. P. Waterman, slightly ; Captain R. B. 
Francis, mortally (since dead). 

41st Regiment Native Infantry. 

Wounded. — Captain M. F. Kemhle, severely ; Lieutenant H. 
Inglis, severely ; Ensign G. L. K. Hewett, slightly. 

48th Regisient, Native Infantry, 

Wounded. — Lieutenant and Adjutant 0. L. Smith, severely (acciden- 
tally) ; Lieutenant C. W. Fletcher, severely ; Lieutenant A. J. Dashwood, 
slightly (since dead of cholera) ; Lieutenant D. Hay, slightly ; Ensign 
H. C. O’Dowda, slightly ; Surgeon W. W. Wells, slightly. 

71st Regiment, Native Infantry. 

Wounded. — Captain G. Strangways, slightly ; Surgeon W. Brydon, 
severely. 

Officers not belonging to the Oudh Brigade. 

Killed.— J. S. Banks, 33rd Regiment Native Infantiy. 
Wounded. — Lieutenant H. S. Lester, 32nd Regiment, Native Infan- 
try, mortally (since dead) ; Ensign R. L. Inglis, 63rd Regiment, Native 
Infantry, slightly. 

Oudh Irregular Force. 

Wounded. — Major of Brigade Captain G. R. P. Barlow, slightly 
(since dead). 

1st Oudh Irregular Cavalry. 

Wounded. — Captain H. Forbes, slightly. 

2nd Oudh Irregular Cavalry, 

Killed. — Lieutenant J. S. Shepherd. 

3rd Oudh Irregular Cavalry. 

Wounded. — Lieutenant F. W. Graham, twice slightl}’’, 

5th Regijient, Oudh Infantry. 

Wounded. — Captain W. H. Hawes, severely ; Lieutenant G. Grant, 
dangerously (since dead). 

9th Regijient, •Oudh Infantry. 
iroiMuZec^.-^Lieutcnant J, A. Vanreneu; slightly. 
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Assistant Chaplain. 

Wounded . — Reyerend H. S. Poleharoptonj severely (since dead 
of cholera). 

Ordnance Department. 

Wounded . — Permanent Conductor P. Baxter, severely (since dead). 
Gentlemen of the Civil Service. 

Killed. — M. C. Ommanney, Esq., Judicial Commissioner. 
TTowrcZed.— Deputy Commissioner of Mullaoh, W. C. Capper, 
Esq., slightly; Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Gohdah, G. H. 
Lawrence, Esq., severely ; Assistant Commissioner of Lucknow, J. B. 
Thornhill, Esq., slightly. 

Civil Engineers. 


Wounded. — J. McRae, Esq., severely ; J. Casey, severely (since dead 
of cholera). 


Abstract. 


Killed and Died of their Wounds. 

Officers ... ... ... ••• 

Gentlemen of the Civil Service 

Warrant officers ... ... ... 

Wounded. 

CDfficers ... ... ... ... 

Gentlemen of the Civil Service 
Civil Engin eers 
Assistant Chaplain 

Total ... 


17 

1 

1 


19 


35 

3 

2 

1 


41 


60 


(Signed) T. F. WILSON, Capt ., 

. OJjTg . Depy . Asst . Atljt .. Genl . 

J. INGLIS, JBrtgr.t 
Comdg . Lvcknoio Garrison , 
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RETURN' of hilled and wounded of the garrison of Luchnoio 
from the SOih of June to the S6th of September 1857. 


EUROPEANS. 


NATITES. 


KltLED AND DIED OF 
THEIE WOUNDS. 


Wounded, 


Killed and 

DIEDOFTHEIB 

WOUNDS. 


Wounded. 


m 

DETAILS. 

' 

1 Olllcers, I 

0? 

C 

o 

c 

hc 

u 

s 

cc 

Veterinary Surgeons, 1 

AVarrant oliicers and Stall-Sergeants, | 

OS 

u. 

0. 

c. 

£ 

a. 

a 

’£ 

§ 

C 

c 

i 

c 

T' 

os 

u 

Si 

5 

5 

« 

3 

Privates and gunners. | 

Total. 

Officers. 1 

Surgeons. 1 

Veterinary-Surgeons. | 

CD 

c 

£ 

u 

t-, 

X 

zp 

"5 

m 

rs 

c 

ci 

Oi 

u 

<33 

O 

O 

n 

S 

o 

'O 

C3 

s 

o 

*5 

B 

E 

O 

Cl 

S 

o 

Buglers or drummers. | 

Privates and gunners. 

Total. 

Commis.sioned olHcers. f 

CO 

Xi 

o 

C3 

£ 

"o 

'C 

O) 

a 

o 

*05 

05 

S 

s 

o 

c> 

a 

c 

s 

0 

a 

s 

1 

o 

vs 

rs 

p 

a 

P 

s 

03 

Xi 

d 

is 

o 

CO 


Commissioned officers. | 

S 

O) 

o 

e 

o 

P3 

05 

P 

o 

.2 

5 

S 

o 

V 

p 

o 

tn 

b 

o 

E 

E 

U 

P 

Hank and fiJo, | 

05 

s 

o 

c/s 

Total. . , ) 

General and Brigade 




1 

1 

1 

1 






















Staff 

1 

... 

... 


1 

i 

i 

1 

3 







s 













Artillery, regular and 





1 
























irregular 

2 

... 

... 

2 


t 

13 

24 

G 


... 

2 

c 

1 

10 

25 



... 

8 

... 

11 

1 

2 


6 

... 

10 

Engineers 

2 



2 

1 



4 

I 



1 

I 



1 



... 



■ 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 



?th Regiment, Light 





1 

1 



1 



1 

1 








I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


'r 

Cavalry (officers) ... 

2 


1 

n 

1 

li 


4 

n 




m 



1 





H 

1 

H 

H 

1 

H 



HerAIaJesty’s 32ndFoot 

3 




9 


70 

84 

C 




15 

4 

114 

139 





1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



Detachment, Her Maj. 





















1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



esty's 8tth Foot 

■ 1. 




0 


Iff 

12 

1 






o 

3 





H 

H 

H 

H 

1 

H 



13th Regiment, Native 























1 

1 

1 

1 



Infantry 

2 






1 

2 

3 







1 

o 

5 

3 

18 

1 ■ I 

2S 

7 

9 

2 

34 


02 

Detachment, 41st Na- 
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tive Infantry (officers 





























and drummers) 




1 




1 

3 







3 



5 



fi 







48fh Regiment, Native 





























Infantry 









*> 







0 


o 


1 


3 

1 

2 





71st Regiment, Native 





























. Infantry 




1 




1 

1 

1 






2 

1 

2 


6 


9 

1 

c 


5 



Oudh Irregular Force 

2 






' 

2 

6 







3 


1 

1 


3 

3 


3 



i 

13 



















2 


7 


9 


15 




31 


















1 



1 


2 





“ 

4 

Lucknow magazine ... 




3 




3 












2 


2 




o 

~ 

2 

Officers not attached to 





























the Oudh Brigade ... 

2 







2 

1 







1 


1 




























i 











Grand Totiil 

4 

1 

_ 

1C 

i; 

3 

93 

140 

33 

2 

- 

3 

21 

5 

1 

12G| 190 

4 

1 

15 

1 

9 

43 

1 

72 

_ 

1 

37 

4 

70 

1C 

1 

131 


'N.B . — One member of the Civil Service killed and three wounded ; one military chaplain wounded ; 
two Civil Engineers wounded, also liftecn gentlemen of the Uucovenauted Service and othei-s ki.led,iand 
nine wounded are not included in the above. 


(E.vamined.) 

(Signed) T. F. WILSON, Capt., (Signed) J. INGLIS, Brigr., 

Bepy. Ass(. Adji.-Genl, Comdg. Luchnow Garrison, 

(True copies.) 

■ (Signed) E. J. H. BIRCH, Col., 

Sfoy, to the Govt, of India, Mily. Dept, 
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GENERAL ORDERS by His Excellency the Govimander-in-Chief, 
dated Head-Quarters, Shah Nujeef, Lucknoiv, ^Ist November 1S57. 

Altliongli the Commander-in-Chief has uofc yet had time to 
peruse the detailed report of Brigadier Inglis respecting the defence 
made by the slender garrison under his command. His Excellency 
desires to lose no time in recording his opinion of the magnificent 
defence made by the remnant of a British regiment, Her Majesty’s 
32nd, a company of British artillery, and a few hundred sepoys, 
whose very presence was a subject of distrust, against all the force 
of Oudh, until the arrival of the reinforcement under Major-Generals 
(Sir James Outram, G.C.B., and Sir Henry Haveloclr, K.C.B. 

2. The persevering constancj’- of this small gari’ison, under the 
watchful command of the brigadier, has, under Providence, been the 
means of adding to the prestige of the British Army and of preserving 
the honour and lives of our country-women. 

There can be no greater reward than such a reflection ; and the 
Commander-in-Chief heartily congratulates Brigadier Inglis and 
his devoted garrison on that reflection belonging to them. 

3. The position occupied by the garrison was an open entrench- 
ment, the numbers were not sufficient to man the defences, and the 
suppl}' of artillerymen for the guns was most inadequate. In spite 
of these difficult circumstances, the brigadier and his garrison held 
on ; and it will be a gi-eat pleasure to the Commander-in-Chief to 
bring to the notice of the Government of India the names of all the 
officers and soldiers who have distinguished themselves during the 
great trial to which they have been exposed. 

4. The Commander-in-Chief congratulates Sir James Outram and 
Sii’ Henry Havelock on having been the first to aid Brigadier Inglis. 

The Governor-General in Council has already expressed his* 
opinion on the splendid feat of arms by which that aid was 
accomifiished. 


Head-Quarters, Shah Nujeef, SSnd November 1857. 

"When the Commander-in-Chief issued his order of yesterday 
with regard to the old garrison of Lxrcknow, His Excellency was 
unaware of the important part taken in aid of the soldiers by the 
civil functionaries who happened to be at the Residency when it was 
shut ill by the enem}'. 

ld.is Excollenc}’ congratulates them very heartily on .the 
havc.yon in conjunction with their military comrado.s. 
This IS only anoUioi'iiislMicc Hint in danoer and diflicully ail IJnglisIl- 
nicn behave alike, ivhatovor-Uich- profession, 


CHAPTEE II 


Havelock’s campaign — captuke of cawnpore 

Telegram from Colonel Neili., Commanding at AUahahad, to Colonel BincS, 
Seeretavy to the Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated/ 
AUahahad, 20th June 1857 {12-JO p.mJ 

The insurgents have been completely driven away from this. Com- 
munication with Benares open. The moulvie gone towards Lucknow. 
Fusiliers severely attacked with cholera, early on morning of the 18th 
instant, one hundred cases ; forty deaths from cholera, ten from sun-stroke. 
Health now improving; moved position; and established hospital outside 
the fort, Ho rain ; heat terrible ; four hundred and ninety Fusiliers of all 
ranks now here ; remainder on their way up by steamer. One hundred of 
S4!th arrived this morning ; more coming on, Eoad to Cawnpore closed, 
up-country; arranging to push on ti’oops towards Cawnpore and open 
up communication, but impeded by Allahabad ; suj)2)lies on the road ; 
will persevere to the utmost. 

From Colonel E. J. H. Biech, Secretary to the Government of India, in the 
Military Department, to Lieutenant-Colonel Goedon, Commanding at 
Benares, — dated 20th June 1S57. 

I am directed, b}^ the Eight Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council, 
to request that you will have the goodness to use every exertion to col- 
lect cairiage for the moveable force which is to be sent on from Allaha- 
bad as soon as practicable. Three European regiments will be collected 
there sbortlj”, and probably a field battery now on its way up. This 
force must move up the Doab to Cawnpore as soon as practicable. 
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2. About one hundred and fifty Ordnance bullocks will be requir- 
ed for the battery. These must be taken off the road, where they are at 
present employed in assisting the bullock train, but this is not to be 
done, except in communication with Mr. Riddell, who is now on his way 
to Benares. 

3. A telegram to the above effect was this day transmitted to you. 


Telegram {Ex^press) from Colonel Neill, Commanding at Allahabad, to Colonel 
BincH, C.B., Secretarg to the Government of India, in the Military Depart- 
ment,— dated Allahabad, 23rd June 1837 {1-30 p.ir.) 

Have sent on Governor-General’s message to Lucknow and Cawn- 
pore, and lightly equipping four hundred Europeans, and -two 9-pound- 
ers with veteran European soldiers. Three hundred Sikhs with all the 
cavalry here taking twenty days’ rations to move by marches on Cawn- 
pore; it will be four days, at least before' I can start, carnage and provi- 
sions difficult as yet to get ; things improving. This Avill be followed 
up by detachments bringing on more rations as carriage can be got. Col- 
lecting and storing grain and supplies, and expect a sufficient supply. 
T\^ill continue every exertion- There are tents for two European regi- 
ments and for one at Benares. Two hundred and eighteen are on way 
up from Calcutta, and in about ten daj's one hundred tents will be x-eady 
made there. Cholera decreasing, confined to Fusiliers, and all huxrying 
off the steamers. No coal for them at station on river reported. No rain 
yet. 

Telegram from Major-General Llotd, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
in the Military Department, — dated Dinajmre {via Patna), 23th Jane 1837 
{3-45 p.n.) 

Jemadar Salamat Allie, 53rd Native Infantry, escaped from Cawnpore 
on 12th instant, reports that the whole Native force there joined with 
the Bithoor Rajah’s troops on 4;th instant, seized the treasure and maga- 
zine, and besieged General Wheelers entrenched camp from that date 
to 12tb. When the deponent left, guns were then still firing upon it. 
Reports that General Wheeler was killed on the 19th. More by post. 

Telegram from Major-General Lloyd, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
in the Military Department, — dated Dinapore (via Sheghotty), 26th Juno 1837 

{ 2-10 P.M.) 

Sheik Salamat Allie, 53rd Native Infantiy descape from Cawnporc, 
reported that the Native troops rose on the 4th and 5th June, and joined 
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the Bifchoor Kajah’s troops, plundered the treasure, seized the magazine, 
released the prisoners, and besieged General Wheeler’s entrenched 
camp from 6th to 12th. When deponent left, the General is said to 
have been killed, and many others. The guns still playing on them at 
twelve. 


Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, in tJie^Military Depart^ 
ment, to Major-General Lloyd, Dinapore, — dated, OalcxMa, 27t7i June 1857 
(I-lo P.M.) 

Your message of yesterday about Cawnpore received. Sheik Sala- 
raat Allie has given you bad information. We kno-w that up to the 
lY-bh instant Sir H. Wheeler Avas holding his entrenched camp, and had 
repulsed Avith great slaughter tAvo attacks of the insurgents. 


Telegram from Colonel Neill, Commanding at Allaliahad, to Colonel BincH, c.b., 
. Secretary to the Government of India,in the Military Department, and Deputy 
Adjiitant-Gexieral of the Army,— dated Allaliahad, 28th June 1857. 

All Avell. No intelligence from CaAvnpore, except a Native from 
there on the 23rd, states Wheeler holds out and moves out of his 
entrenchments frequently to attack. People coming in, confidence being 
much restored. Collecting abundance of supplies and carriages from 
different quarters; cholera gone entirely. The column AAdll certainly 
march from this on the 30th toAvai-ds Cawnpore ; Major Renaud, Madras 
Fusiliers, will command. I Avill have the utmost confidence in him. 
They are Avell Europeaned, and must get on Avell ; the Aveather is cool. 


Trom Drlgadibr-General Havelock, to Sir Pateick Geant, k.c.b., Commander- 
in- Chief,— dated Allaliahad, 1st July 1857 {1-3 p.m.) 

I and my staff have arrived here safe. A column marched toAvards 
CaAvnpore yesterday under Major Renaud, consisting of 400 Europeans, 
300 Sikhs, 120 Irregular Cavalry, and two 9-pounders. I trust it will 
relieve Sir Hugh Wheeler. A supporting column of the strength of tAvo 
full British , regiments with six guns and the handful of Volunteer 
Cavalry Avill follow in six or eight days- Sir H. LaAATence’s letters of 
the 27th just despatched to-day by me Avill show you the state of 
LucknoAv and the Avhole proceedings in Oudh. It is too clear that 
Birch’s poor brother has fallen in the smash of his station, 
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From Brigudiei’-G-eneral HAVEtocE, to the Coinmander-in-Chief, — dated Allahabad, 

Ud July 1857 (3-33 p.m.) 

A report of the fall of Ca^rnpore received from Lawrence, Lut is - 
not believed by the authorities at Allahabad. A steamer with one hun* 
dred Europeans armed with Minie rifle and two 6-pounders start to* 
morrow to endeavour to relieve Wheeler, or co-operate with the column 
under Major Renaud, 1st Madras Fusiliers, General Havelock marches 
on Saturday to assist Major Renaud with one thousand Europeans and 
three guns. Sir H. LaAvrence writes as folloAVS : On the 28th June, at 
10 P.M. Every reason to believe that the Carvnpore force has been 
entirely destroyed by treachery : you must not now move Avith less than 
one thousand Eurojieans. The Hana Avill probably join the rebels at 
Lucknow, but we can stand them all for months. Delhi said not to have 
fallen up to the 16th; this comes from Agra. Three Gurkha regiments 
said to be coming to our help. Write to Gorakhpore and desire one 
regiment to be left to keep the peace Avhere required as in the Benare.s 
Division at or about Gorakhpore, Azimghur, and Banda, the other tAVO to 
moA’e up and join you. Civil or other oflicers of tact and temper ought 
to join each regiment. All AA’-ell here ; one thousand Europeans, one thou- 
sand Gurkhas, and one thousand Sikhs, Avitli eight or ten guns, will 
thrash anything. . , 

Reply. 

Fi'om'Jhe Commaudcr-in-Chief, to Officer Commanding at Allahabad,— dated 

Calcutta, 3rd July 1857. 

ReceiA'ed your No. 21 of yesterday. A portion of the Gurkha force 
has been directed to move on Gorakhpore. The remainder on LucknoAV. 
This AA^as done days ago. Officers have been appointed. 


From Brigadier-General IlATEtocE, to the Commander-in-Chief, — dated Allaha- 
bad, 3rd July 1857 {6-50 a.m.) 

The nsAvsof the entire destruction of the Cawnpore force confii-med 
by Cossid, Avho, carrying letters from LucknoAV to Allahabad, Avitnessed 
it. They state that the Nana SAA'ore to send the garrison in boats to 
Calcutta, but that as soon as the Europeans got into the boats the guns 
opened on them ; the fugitives made for the opposite bank, and Averc 
entirely destroyed by a large body of cavahy. 
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Reply. 

From Oommander-in-CMef, to Officer Commanding at Allahabad, — dated Calcutta, 

3rd July 183T. 

Your message No. 25 of this date received. If you are satisfied of 
the truth of the account given by the Cossid, you should halt Renaud’s 
force until Havelock’s column can support him. 


From OJJlcer Commanding at Allahabad, to the Governor-General and Commander- 
in-Chief, — dated Allahabad, 3rd July 1857 [4 p.u.) 

% 

The steamer started this morning with provisions for Sir H. 
"Wheeler and one hundred Fusiliers, with two guns on board, to proceed 
with all despatch towards Oawnpore ; and if it still he ours, communicate 
with Sir Hugh; and if it has fallen, to keep out of range of their' 
guns after removing as near as possible to Cawnpore, and await General 
Havelock’s orders, or drop in the river at once abreast of his force and 
advance with it. I do not credit the report by the Cossid yesterday that 
Cawnpore had fallen. I feel confident Wheeler still holds out. General 
Havelock has halted Renaud’s force. ' I would not, as it is strong 
enough for anything that could be brought against it, and if the report 
is true, should move on steadily to Futtehpore, to be there to be over- 
taken by the General. The steamer, besides the great effect it will pro- 
duce on the Ganges, will co-operate with the advance by land. If the 
river is open, we can transport troops and stores and have much land 
carriage. My opinion is we ought never, if possible, to stand, but always 
be advancing, if only three or four miles a day. Accounts from Renaud’s 
party good ; have ordered a light siege train to be prepared here, and 
have instructed Lieutenant Brown, a most excellent officer, to take 
charge of and prepare it, subject to approval. 


Telegram from Colonel Neili., to the Governor-General of India in Council, — dated 
Allahabad, 4th July 1857 [11 A.ar.) 

A letter from Renaud’s camp, dated yesterda)’’, getting on well ; 
making examples of some of the rebels and sepoys of the 6th. _A 
Native had come into his camp, and swore that seven days before the 
Nana had moved his force from before Cawnpore. Sir H. Wheeler had 
' his sentries in the bazaar ; this I think much more probable 
than the bad news which has been too readily believed, and which has 
had the effect desired by the enemy of retarding the advance of our 
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troops. I earnestly beg that no further delay in moving on llenaud's 
force may be permitted, and that the force from this, intended to have 
moved to-day, can be properly manned (>S'ic in original). Fifty Royal 
Artillery are here ; these •with thirty men of the O-lth, who know the gun 
drill a little, -will be ample for sis guns for the General’s and Renaud’s 
force. The veteran gunners of the latter might then return to this : they 
will impede the march having to be carried too. I beg to suggest that 
half a battery, instead of a whole one, is quite sufficient -with 300 men 
for Benares, and that one half battery should be sent on here. 


Telegram from Colonel NEinti, io the Governor-General of India in Council and 
the Commander -in-Chief, Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, 5th July 1S5?, (3-5 p.m.) 

A letter from Renaud yesterday at Kutonghun had a note from Sir 
H. Lawrence of 28th ultimo. All well there, but he says he has reason to 
believe General Wheeler and his force had been destroyed by treachery, 
and directing Renaud to stand fast on the ground his note reaches 
him, or, according to the number of the enemy fall back on this. I still 
do not believe that Cawnpore.has fallen. Renaud has, I regret to say, 
not only halted but sent in reinforcements, and has written to Captain 
Spurgintojoinhim. I only hope Spurgin will not obey him. Immediate-' 
ly I heard this, I expressed my extreme disapproval to General Havelock. 
He promised to send out an order that Captain Spurgin should not 
leave the steamer. I >vrote at the same time to Renaud by express, and 
trust it will reach in time. Mr. Court has just received intelligence that 
all the insurgents have bolted for Futtehpore. If true, Renaud has there- 
fore lost the opportunity of striking a blow from their over caution, which, 
if continued on, will lead to most serious injury to the service. At this 
crisis Renaud’s party is equal to anything, and, backed by the General, 
who marches to-morrow, there need be no anxiety to any one. 

Telegram from H. Tuckeb, Usq., to the Governor-General of India in Council,— 
dated Benares, 5th July 18oT {12-4.0 F.M.) 

The following is from Havelock’s message to the Offica’ Command- 
ing at Benares : — “ Hews has been received both from Lawrence at Luck- 
now and from Cossid, who state that they witnessed it, that the force at 
Cawnpore has been destroyed to a man. It therefore becomes neces- 
sary to send off all the ladies from Benares by the first steamer, or any 
other safe method. Continue entrenching your position as quickly as 
Possible; lay in supplies, and take every possible. precaution to ensure 
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your safety in case you are attacked, as the fall of Ca-wnpore ■will exercise 
a great influence on the country in general. A column starts to-mor- 
row to re-take Cawnpore. Press on your reinforcements, especially 
artillery. Don’t keep back a single soldier.” 

Telegram from Colonel to f he Governor- General qf India in Council , — ■ 
dated Allahalad, Slh Jtilg 1857 {10-25 p.sr.) 

Note from Renaud, dated last night, the 4th instant ; had the day 
before sent men on into Cawnpore, who returned on the 4th, and report 
that on Sir H. Wheeler’s being shot through the leg, and afterwards 
mortally,- the force had lost heart, and sued for peace; the Nana 
allowed them to get into boats with all they had, and three-and-a-half 
lakhs of rupees; that after getting them in boats, fire was opened 
on them from the bank, and all destroyed. One boat got away ten 
miles down the river, was pursued, brought back, and all in her taken 
back into barracks and shot. One old lady was alive on the 3rd at 
Futtehpore, from Cawnpore. No troops had arrived there, but two 
regiments and two guns were expected there. I much regret Renaud 
having halted, and that he had been induced to send for Captain Spur- 
gin, but he states that four sowars he sent with note to Spurgin could 
not reach him, and I hope he will get my note, pointing out his mistake ; 
he is acting -with energy, and punishing with much discretion some vil- 
lagers in his neighbourhood. I hope he will be ordered on ; he is quite 
equal to anything. The Sikhs and irregular cavalry behaved splen- 
didly ; the latter in particular, under Pal User, doing good service. An 
advance, however slow, will have a splendid effect. Also Spurgin 
making his way up the river ; both ought to keep moving ; falling 
back on this would be ruinous. The people between this and Futtehpore 
quite in great dread, beyond that all are plundering; an advance there 
will quiet th'em completely. We must keep moving on. A note 
from Renaud of to-day’s date, still halted at Kutonghun, doing well; 
sends in a few lines from Agra, of 21st June : all well there. 


Telegram from Officer Commanding at Allahabad, to the Governor-General of 
India in Council, — {No. 94, dated Allahabad, 8th July 1857 (11-15 p.ir.) 

General Havelock left yesterday afternoon ; fine weather ; he will 
get on well ; took six guns, Renaud’s two will make eight there ; he will 
not return Renaud’s veteran gunners, they with the two 6-pounders 
.wUll.be of little use to him, and to replace them here I -will have to 
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keep back effectual gunners, two 9-pounders, and break up a batteiy. 
Lieutenant Harward, mj'- only artillerj' officer, is with Renaud, leaving here 
only two veteran gunners fit to work a gun, this included nine non-com- 
missioned officers. The Engineer-officer, Lieutenant Russell, has been 
taken on by General Havelock. Think this place ought not to be with- 
out one. A Native merchant’s letter from Ca'vnpore corroborates 
the last account — all lost heart on Wheeler’s death, and made terms; 
fourteen ladies in all wounded by the miscreants in the entrenchment. 
On re-landing three-and-a-half lakhs taken by our people to the boats. 
The sepoys and the Nana quarrelled about his division and the latter 
fled for life. 

Telegram from Colonel Neill, to the Governor- General and Commander -in-Chief 
— dated Allahahad, 9th July 1857 {3-10 p.3i.) 

N ews very contradictory. Brazier, who has good intelligence, writes 
from Renaud’s camp, dated yesterday, that they heard the other 
day the Nana was marching on them with twenty-four guns, two 
regiments cavalry, and four regiments infantry. Since heard that he 
had sent off camp colors to Futtehpore, which was confirmed ; but they 
had dispersed, finding no one followed them ; that Cawnpore was broken 
up into small parties. No control ; scarcely one hundred holding together. 
The guns still there, but no bullocks to draw them away. Jdr. Ctuirt 
just writes to me,. from two Native letters received by him, the Nana 
has not gone awa^" ; that his plan of operations is not fixed, he wishing 
to move on Lucknow, the Moulvie and Mussalman wishing to move 
here ; that the latter prevailed ; that five troops of cavalry, one regiment 
of infantry, and two guns are at Futtehpore to collect supplies and 
form an advance. Renaud ought to smash them. The whole force with 
Nana is computed at seven infantry and one cavalry regiment and 
fourteen guns. The writers are respectable, and one a very careful 
man, a pleader in the Judge’s Court. The Benares guns ought to be 
sent up sharp, and no more delay. If they do come down here we 
ought to give a good account of them. 


Telegram from General Havelock, to the Governor-General of India in Council 
. and the Commander-in-Chief— dated Allahahad, 10th July 1857 {7-d5 a.m.) 

Sent by Colonel Neill, and just received at 7-30 A. M., 10th July 
185 <; My column of 1,000 British troops and six guns arrived hero 
this morning. o Should be joined by Major Renaud on the 12tb, ono 
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march from Futtehpore. I shall then have 1,400 British, 550 Native, 
and eight guns. The steamer Berliampooter accompanied us with 
two guns and 100 riflemen, so I hope soon to announce the recapture 
of CaAvnpore. 

Telegram from H. Toceeu, Esq., to the Governor-General of India in Council,-- 
dated Benares, 12lh July 1857 {10 a.m.) 

Would it he allowed to cancel the late village settlement of Oudh, 
and obtain the aid of the large talukdars to the relief of Lucknow by 
engaging that the settlement should be made with them on favorable 
terms. This might afford a chance. of help to Sir Henry. 


Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Council, to the Officer Commanding 
at Allahahad, — dated Calcutta, 12lli July 1857 {11-30 A.ii.) 

A steamer of sixty horse-power, drawing four-and-a-half feet, 
mounting four 12-pounder howitzers (or some 9-pounder guns, if pos- 
sible), manned by forty seamen, and towing two pinnaces, will start 
for Allahabad in three days. Each pinnace will mount a gun of its 
own, and will be capable of being detached with its o^vn crew. 

Orders have been given to provision Allahabad largely. I beg you 
to see that this is attended to. 

, You are appointed Brigadier-General, and will thereby stand 
next to General Havelock. Sir Heniy Lawrence is made Major-General, 
and will take chief command as soon as he is set free to do so. Send him 
word of this, and endeavour to keep him informed of the advance of the* 
column. It may be easier to do this from Allahabad than from the 
head-quarters of the force.* 

Tell General Havelock that Engineer officers are sent to assist 
him in crossing the river at Cawnpore in case of difficulty. They wall 
overtake his force, but he is not to delay for them. 

You will receive all help in artillerymen that can be spared to you. 

Telegram from C'oZohcZ Neill, Commanding at Allahabad, to the Governor-Gene- 
ral of India in Council, — JVo. Idl-A, dated, Allahabad, 12th July 1857 
{■i-8 F.21.) 

Received your message of 11 A.M. to-da}’-, and sent out express to 
the Government. The steamer moved abreast of the force now in 


* A copy of this telegram among Sir Henry Larvrence’s papers gives here the follorving 
important paragraph: — “Tell General Havelock that I reckon upon hearing of no pause in his 
advance ' 
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advance, and "with caution. Heard from the General’s camp last night : 
he overtook Renand. Both to-day at Fnttehpore, all well, expects to 
be at Cawnpore on the 16th instant; he will immediately attack and 
dispose of the Nana. Calculates the 16th and 17th will he spent in 
crossing river and will be before Lucknow on the 20th. I anticipate no 
difficulty about crossing with the steamer and boats. Suggest that our 
stud stations of Ghazipore, Buxai’, and Koruntadee be looked after and 
made safe ; if looted, we will be hard up for horses. All well here, lajdng 
in gi'ain, &c. 

From Major "W-. Mathew, Deputy Adjutant-General of llie Armi/, io the Secre- 
tary to the Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated 

Calcutta, 17th July 1SS7. 

I have the honour, by desire of the Commander-in-Chief, to forward, 
for submission to the Governor-General in Council, copy of a telegram, 
dated the 12th July 1857, received from Brigadier-General H, Have- 
lock, C.B., Commanding the Moveable Column, announcing the total 
defeat at Futtehpore of a body of the insurgents, and the capture of 
all their guns, with copy of his order to the troops, commending their 
excellent conduct on the occasion. 


Telegram from General Havelock, c.b., to the Commander-in-Chief, — dated 

Fxdtehpore, 12111 July 1857. 

I have to acquaint Tour Excellency that I have this morning at- 
tacked and totally defeated the insurgents, capturing eleven guns, and 
scattering their forces in utter confusion in the direction of Cawnpore. 
By two harassing marches I joined Major Renaud’s advanced column 
three hours before daylight, and encamped about 8 o’clock, four 
miles from Futtehpore, where pitching our tents the enemy advanced 
out of Futtehpore and opened fire upon a reconnaissance under Colo- 
nel Tytler. I had wished to defer the fight until to-morrow, but thus 
assailed, was compelled to accept the challenge. 

I marched eight guns in. the centre, under Captain Maude, forming 
the whole of the infiintr}^ in quarter distance columns in support. Cap- 
tain Maude’s fire electrified the enemy, who abandoned gun after gun, 
and were then driven our skirmishers and column through garden 
enclosures and the streets of F uttehporo in complete confusion. My loss 
is merely nominal ; not a single European touched. My column had 
marched twenty-four miles up to the ground I write from, and illajor 
\cnau. _ nineteen miles. Ifie conduct of the troops in sustaining the 
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fatigue of so long .a inarcli, and enduring the heat of a frightful sun 
is beyond all praise. The enemy’s strength is said to have been two 
regiments of Cavalry and three of Infantry, and eleven guns. 


From Brigadier W. Mathew, Beptity Adjutant- General of the Army, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, in the Military Department, — No. 678, 
dated Calcutta, 18th July 1857, 


I have the honour, by desire of the Commander-in-Chief, to trans- 
, „ „ , mit, in original, a despatch, under date 

Forwards despatch of Bngadier^General xu i -> i • n 

Havelock, giving an account of the action the iTtll instant, fl’Om Brigadier-* 

fought between his force and the rebels at Havelock, C.B., Com- 

Futteupore on the I2th instant. ’ ^ 

manding the Moveable Column from 
Allahabad, giving a detailed account of the operations of the troops 
under his command and of those under Major Renaud, of the 1st Madras 
Fusiliers, and of the very decisive action fought by the combined force 
at Futtehpore on the above date, which has ended in the complete dis- 
comfiture of the enemy. 

2. In submitting these documents to the Right Hon’ble the Gov- 
ernor-General in Council,! am instructed to say that His Excellency feels 
assured that His Lordship will agree with him that the Brigadier- 
General and the officers and men of every arm under his command 
have well earned the cordial thanks and acknowledgments of the 
Government of India for the excellent service they have rendered, and 
the cheerful alacrity with which they have borne their fatigues and 
exposure. 

3. The return of the documents, when done with, is requested.- 


From Brigadier-General Havelock, to the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army. 
— dated Futtehpore, 12th July 1857. 

By telegrams and reports in various shapes, the Commander-in-Chief 
has been kept informed of the operations of Major Renaud, 1st Madras 
Fusiliers, on the Grand Trunk Road, between the 1st and 11th instant, at 
the head of a force of four hundred British and four hundred and twenty 
Native troops, with two pieces of cannon. He has everywhere pacificat- 
ed the country by punishing the ringleaders in mutiny and rebellior 
wherever they have fallen into his hands, and earned, as I venture tc 
think, the best thanks of His Excellency. 
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2. But on the 10th instant his position hecame critical: Cawnpore 
' had suddenly fallen by an act of treachery unequalled in our annals, 

save by one fatal event beyond the Indus, and the rebel force thus 
freed from occupation had rapidly pushed down a force to the vicinity 
of this place, within five miles of which the Major would arrive on the 
morning of the 12th. He would thus he exposed to the attack of 3,500 
rebels with twelve guns. 

3. No time was to be lost, so on the 10th my column marched, 
under a frightful sun, fifteen miles to Synee, and resuming their course 
at eleven at night, joined Major Renaud on the road by moonlight, and 
with him marched to Khaga, five miles from Futtehpore, soon after 
dawn, and took up a position. 

4. The heat was excessive, hut there were now on a 25oint 1 ,400 
British bayonets, and eight guns united to a small Native force. The 
whole is detailed below 

3rd Company, Sth Battalion, Royal Artillery ... 7Ct\ 

Jst Madras Fusiliers .. ... ... 376/ 

Her Majesty’s 64iU Regiment ... ... 435> * British. Total-Brilisli ... 1,403 

„ „ 78th Highlanders ... ... 2841 

„ „ 84th Regiment ... ... 190* ) 

Jlegiment of For<izcpore ... ' 4481") 

Volunteer Cavalry ... ... ... 20*^ f Native. Total Native ... 561 

13th Irregular and 3rd Oudh, Irregular Cavalry 95t 3 
Detaeliineiit, Bengal Artillery .„ ... 22* 1 

tiolundauze ... • •• ... i8t; 

Total ... 1,964 Total ...* 1,964 

5. Our information had been better than that of the enemy, for 
when Lieutenant-Colonel Tytler pushed a reconnaisance uji to the town, 
they evidently supposed they had only Major Eenaud’s gallant but 
small force in their front, for after firing on the Lieutonaot-Oolonel and 
his escort they insolently pushed forward two guns, and a force of 
infantry and cavalr}’- cannonaded our front, and threatened our flanks. 

6. I wished earnestly to give our harassed soldiers rest, and so turn- 
ing out my line waited until this ebullition should expend itself, making 
no counter-disposition beyond posting 300 Enfield riflemen (64th) in 
an advanced copse. But the enemy maintained his attack with the 
audacity which his first supposition had inspired and my inertness 
fostered. It would liave injured the 'morale of my troops to permit 
them thus to be beai'ded, so I determined at once to bring on an action. 

(. 1' uttehpore constitutes a position of no small strength. The 
hard, dry Grand Trunk Road subdivides it/ and is the only means of 
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convenient access, for the plains on both side are covered at the season hy 
heavy lodgments of water, to the depth of two, three, and four feet. 
It is surrounded hy garden enclosures of great strength, with high 
walls, and has Avithin it many houses of good masonry. In front of the 
swamps are hillocks, villages, and mango groves, which the enemy 
already occupied in force. 


Mutineers, 2nd, 3rd* and 7th 
I.ight Cavalry and -'Irregulars 
Native Infantry and Artillery .. 
Armed Insurgents 


Total 


Iron and brass guns 


500 

1,500 

1.500 

3.500 
12 


8. I estimate his numbers as. 
set forth in the margin. 

9. I made my dispositions. 
The guns, now eight in number, were 
formed on, and close to the Chaussee 
in the centre, under Captain Maude, 

R.A., protected and aided by one hundred Enfield riflemen of the 
64th. The detachments of infantry were at the same moment throivn 
into line of quarter distance columns at deploying distance, and thus 
advanced in support covered at discretion by Enfield skirmishers.. 
The small force of volunteers and Irregular Cavalry moved forward on 
the flanks on harder ground. 

10. I might say that in ten minutes the action was decided, for in 
that short space of time the spirit of the enemy ivas utterly subdued. 
The rifle fire reaching them at an unexpected distance filled them Avith 
dismay, and when Captain Maude was enabled to push his guns through 
flanking swamps to point blank range, his surprisingly accurate fire 
demolished their little remaining confidence. In a moment tln-ee guns 
were abandoned to us on the Chaussee, and the force advanced steadily 
driving the enemy before it on every point. 

11. Major Renaud won a hillock on the right in good style and 
struggled on through the inundation. The 78th, not in extension, kept 
up his communication with the centre, the 64th gave strength to the 
centre and left. On the left the 84th and regiment of Ferozepore 
pressed back the enemy’s right. 

12. As we moved forward the enemy’s guns continued to fall into 
our hands, and then in succession they were driven by skirmishers and 
columns from the garden enclosures, from a strong barricade on the 
road, from the town wall into all the rough, out of, and beyond the 
toAvn. They endeavoured to make a stand a mile in advance of it ; my 
- troops were in such a state of exhaustion that I almost despaired of 


* It is difficult to understand how the 3rd Cavalry could have been opposed to Havelock on 
the 12th of July. That regiment on mutinying at ileerut (Volume I — Selections from the 
State Papers preserved in the Military Department — Delhi, page 249) proceeded to Delhi, and 
remained there .to the end. Of course stray men of any regiment might_hnve been opposed to 
■Havelock. 
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driving them further; at the same time the mutineers of the 2nd Light 
Cavalry made an effort to renew the combat by charging Avith some 
success our irregular horse^ whose disposition throughout the fight 
was, I regret to say, worse than doubtful. 

But again our guns and riflemen Avere with great labour pushed 
to the front. Their fire soon put the enemy to final and irretrievable 
•flight, and my force took up its present position in triumph, and park- 
ed twelve captured guns. 

13. I must endeavour in this hasty despatch to do justice to those 
who led the troops to this easy victory. First on the list I must place 
Major Kenaud, Avhose exertions at the head of the advanced column I 
cannot suflaciently praise. His coolness and conduct in the action are 
equally entitled to my highest commendation. 

I hope that it Avill be in the power of His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in- Chief to bring speedily to the notice of His Koyal Highness 
the General Commanding-in-Chief the courage and skill of Captain 
Maude, R.A. I have seen some artillery fights in my time, but neA'er 
beheld guns better served or practice more effective than that of my 
battery under this officer. 

Colonel Hamilton led his Highlanders well, and they folloAved him 
full of spirit and devotion. 

I have every reason to be satisfied with the conduct in the combat 
of ilajor Stirling at the head of the G-tth, of Lieutenant Aj^on in 
command of the 84th detachment, of Captain Brazier, Regiment of 
Ferozepore, of Captain Barrow leading the Volunteer Cavalry, and 
Lieutenant Palliser at the head of the Irregular Horse. 

I have next to speak of the Staff' — Captain Boatson, Deputy Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General, has giAmn mo entme satisfaction in the perform- 
ance of his ordinary duties, and I Avas much gratified by his boldnes.s 
and activity in the fight. Lieutenant-Colonel Tytler is indefatigable 
and most iutolligent in a sphere of duty entirely new to him. Captain 
hIcBcan’s commissariat arrangements, chiefly Avith the advanced columns, 
have hitherto been in eveiy AA’ay successful. My orders Avero conveyed 
in the field boldly, actively, and intelligently by niy Aid-de-Camp 
Lieutenant Hav'elock, 10th Foot, and the folloAA’ing officers: Lieutenant 
Morland, 1st Fusiliers ; Lieutenant Moorsom, Her Majesty’s 52nd Light 
Infanti^* ; Captain Sheehy, Her Majestj^’s 81st Regiment ; Captain 
IvuSsell, Engineers, and Captain McBeau. 

14. I enclose the list of casualties, the lightest, I suppose, that 
ever accompanmuViJ^'^ announcement of such a success. Twelve British 
sokliers AA’cre sfrnck''fri?3'ti ky tho sun and noA'er ro.se again, But our 
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figrhfc i^as fougbfc.'neitlier mth muskefc, nor bayonet and sabre, but with 
Enfield rifies and cannons, so we lost no men, the enemy^s fire scarcely 
reached us ; ours for four hours allowed him no repose. 

15, A return of captured oi’duance also accompanies this report, 

A return of hilled, toonnded, and missing of the column tinder the 
command of Brigadier- General Havelock, c.b., in the action 
of Futteh'pore. 


Eegimcnt, 

Killed, 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Toluiiieer Cavalry 

loth Irregular Cavalry ... | 

Srtl Oudh Irregular- Cavalry^ 

Ecgiment of Ferozepore 

1 .Temndnr 

1 Sovvar 

1 Eusseldar -r 

1 DulTadar A 

2 Sowars .)| 

3 Horses 

1 Duffadar 

1 Horse 

1 1 niiff.'id.ar 

i 1 Sowar 

1 Private 

2 Duffadars, 

4 Horses. 

3 Sowars. 

7 Horses. 





(Signed) S. BEATSOX, Capt... 

The ISlh My 1SS7. J)epy. Asst. A(lJt..Genl. 

The other side of Futtehpore, 13th July IS 57, 

Betnrn of guns and mortars captured on Sunday, the l^th of 
July 1S67, at Futtehpore, 

2 Light 6-pounder (Cossipore Foundiy) Brass. 

5 „ 9-pounder brass field guns, 

1 Long 24-pounder iron garrison gun, 

1 „ 12-pounder „ 

1 24-pounder brass howitzer, • 

1 lO inch iron mortar. ' 

1 „ brass „ 

Total 12 pieces of ordnance, 

(Signed) H. HAYELOCK, c.b., Brigr.-Genl., 

Comdg. Golumn. 

(Signed) P, C. MAUDE, u.a., Cap>t., 

Comdg. Artillery. 

Telegram from Piigaclier-G eneral Haveioce, c,I3., to the DejitUy Adjutant- 
General of the Army, — d.ated Futtelip<’re, 13th July 18o7. 

Send copy of my order to the troops for submission to the Com- 

inander-in-Chief, dated 13th July:— 

General Harelock ftanto liis seHtaa for then- arduous exertions of 
yesterday, nltich produced, in four hours, the strange result, of a i-eal 
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army being driven from a strong position, eleven guns captured, and 
theii- whole force scattered to the Avinds, Avithout the loss of a British 
soldier. To Avhat is this astonishing effect to be attributed ? To the 
fire of British artilleiy, exceeding in rapidity and precision all that the 
Brigadier-General has ever Avitnessed in his not short career, or to the 
power of the Enfield rifle in British hands, and to British pluck, that 
good quality AA'hich has survived the revolution of the hour, and gained 
in intensity from the crisis, and to the blessing of Almighty God, and 
to the most righteous cause of humanity, truth, and good government 
in India. 

Telegram from H. Tuckeb, Esq., to the Governor-General of India in Council, 
— dated Benares, 13th July 1857 (7-5 p.m.) 

General Havelock has beaten the enemy, taken eleven guns and 
ammunition, and is now pushing on to reach Lucknow by the 21st. 
Sir H. .LaAA'rence Avroto on the 2nd that he had repulsed the enemy 
AA'ith heavy loss on that day. A Cossid sent from here has just return- 
ed; he left LucknoAv on the oth. There had been uninterrupted 
cannonade on both sides for four days. Neither party had very great 
advantage. Jubbulpore all right, and the 52nd quiet on the 10th. 
Saugor as before : the mutineers had killed and Avounded some dozen 
of the faithful men. Nagode all right on the 7th, and the treasure 
and prisoners at Dumoh on the 8th. But no neAvs of the Deputy 
Commissioner. Major Erskine hears that Colonel Durand has escaped 
to Sehore. This diA'isiou much as usual. The Dobee Rajpoots have 
come to-day and made peace. 


Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Council, to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Nr.li/i ., — dated Allahabad, Idth Jtdy 1857. 

I beg you to convey to General Havelock my he'artj’- congratula- 
tions and thanks for his success at Euttehpore. Nothing could be 
more complete. And the exertions made to reach the ground are 
most honourable to himself and his troops. 

I am sure that the same exertions Avill be unremittingly and cheer- 
fully continued to secure the safety of brave Sir Henry LaAvrence and 
bis gallant band. I fear that in abandoning the Muchee Bhowun at 
Lucknow a large amount of supplies haA'e been sacrificed, and this 
makes time all important. 

You Avill receive orders to join General Havelock’s force im- 
mediately. 
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Leave a memorandum of your wishes and suggestions as to the 
strengthening of Allahabad for the use of Captain Yule who is on his 
vvay to Allahabad. 


Telegram frotn Brigadier-General HiVEtiOOK:, c.b., to the Commander-in-Chief , — 
dated Camp Kallenpore, Allahabad, 14tli July 1857 (3-45 p.ii.) 

Here I have arrived and could he in Cawnpore on the 16th instant ; 
but as it is rumoured that the bridge over the Pandoo Nuddee is en- 
trenched, and that four hundred have been sent for its defence, it is not 
probable that I can arrive so soon ; if that stream is not defended 
I promise to march on the 16th to within five miles of Cawnpore and at- 
tack it the next day. We have taken every gun from the rebels at Put- 
tehpore, twelve in number. This has enabled me to equip and take into 
the field nine excellent guns, instead of six lighter, and with the facility 
of also bringing into action two light 6-pounders. General Neill is 
urgent with me to send back a detachment of invalid artillery. I can- 
not do this without crippling my artillery force, which Captain Maude so 
ably commands. My official report of the affair at Futtehpore sent to 
Major Mayhew last night. I have with me eleven light guns and only 
seventy-two British artillerymen, including twenty-four invalids and 
thirty-one troops infantry. I shall not lose a moment in advancing on 
Lucknow if successful at Cawnpore. 


Telegram from Brigadiei'-General HAVEtocK, C.B., to the Commander-in-Chief, ~ 

, dated Camp Pandoo Nuddee, 15th July 1857- 

The 13th and 3rd Oudh Irregular Cavalry are no longer to be trust- 
ed ; in addition to their misbehaviour before the enemy on the 12th, 
they yesterday attempted to drive away my baggage. I dismounted 
and disarmed them last night, but kept tliem off duty, and have 
informed them that every deserter will be punished with death. I have 
appointed their horses for public purposes. 

My troops were twice engaged this morning, and captured four 
more guns with trifling loss. A strong advanced guard under Colonel 
Tytler drove the enemy out of all entrenched positions in front of the 
village of Asung, after a resistance of two hours-and-a-half, during 
which the mutinous cavalry in considerable force made frequent 
attacks against my baggage, which compelled me to use every available 
detachment and gun against them. At noon we attacked their entrench- 
ment at the bridge over the stream, • The resistance here ivas short but 
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f^pirited, and the two guns talcen were of large calibre. Major Rcnaud 
is severely wounded. The Madras Fusiliers particularly distinguished 
themselves. 

From Brigadier- General Havelock, - c.u., to the Deputy Adjxdnnt-Gcneral of the 
Army, — dated Gamp Pandoo Fitddee, 15th July 1S57. 

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information of His 
Excellenc}^ the Commander-in-Chief, that the troops under my com- 
mand have been twice successfully engaged with the enemy to-day, 
and have captured four guns. 

2. Whilst prosecuting my march towards Cawnpore, it became 
matter of deep interest to me to learn whether the fine bridge over the 
Pandoo Nuddee had been destroyed or not. The stream is not at this 
season fordable, and the delay in crossing b}' other means, or at any other 
point would have been most damaging to the object of the expedition. 

3. Intelligence meanwhile came in to the effect that the village of 
" Aong ” was strongly occuiiied by the enemy, that he was entrenched 
across the road, and had two horse artillery guns in position. 

4. I therefore reinforced the advanced guard under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tytlcr by attaching to him, in addition to the small body of 
Volunteer Cavalry, six guns of Caiitain Maude's battery and the detach- 
ment Her Majesty’s 64th Regiment. 

6. The enein 3 '’s cntreuchincnts were not formidable, but the coun- 
tiy being thickl}' wooded he was enabled to maintain himself for some 
time against our fire, during which interval large bodies of cavalry ad- 
vanced on both flanks with the intention of capturing our baggnge. 
Tbese .attacks were very persovcriitg, and to defe’at them, as I had only 
twenty Horse, I was compelled to protect the flanks with the infantry 
in second line and by artillery fire. It is gratifying to have to report 
that the enemy was unable to capture a single baggage anim.al, or fol- 
lower. The last attempt was defeated by the bagg.age guards, whose 
fire was veiy effective. 

6. Soon, however, the Lieutenant-Colonel overcame all resistance, 
drove the encni}' before him, and captured his cannon. The road was 
strewed for miles with abandoned tents, ammunition, and other mate- 
rials of war. Ho reports to me in high terms of commendation the 
conduct of the trooiis immediatclj' under his command, of Captain 
Maude, commanding the batteiy, and of Lieutenant Havelock, 10th 
Foot, mj- Aidc-do-Camp, and Lieutenant Moorsom, 52nd Light InfantrA', 
whom I had placed at his disposal. 
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7. The troops were halted for refreshment and short repose, when 
authentic information was received that the bridge on the Pandoo 
stream was not destroyed but defended by entrenchments and two 
guns of garrison calibre. 

8, Dispositions had to be made to force the jDassage of the stream j 

fortunately the bridge ^vas at a salient bend of the river in our direction. 
Captain Maude at once sugge'^ted to me his desire to envelope it with o 

his artillery fire by placing three guns on the road and three on either 
flank, 

8. The whole of the Madras Fusiliers w'ere extended as Enfield 
riflemen as being the most pi'actised mai-ksmen in the force ; they lined 
the banks of the stream and kept up a biting fire. 

9. The enemy opened an effective cannonade upon our column as 
they advanced along the road. They therefore deployed and advanced 
with great steadiness in parade order in support of the guns and rifle- 
men. Captain Maude’s bullets soon produced an evident effect, and then 
the right wing of the Fusiliers suddenly closing threw themselves with 
rare gallantry upon the bridge, carried it, and captured both guns. 

These two affairs cost me 25 killed and wounded as shown in the ac- 
companying return. Amongst the latter I regret to have to particularize 
Major Renaud, Isb Madras Fusiliers, to whose gallantry and intelligence 
I have been under great obligations. His left thigh was broken by a 
musket ball in the skirmish at Aong, but I liope from the fortitude 
with which he endures all suffering a favourable result. 


A return of Icilled, wounded and missing of the column und,er the 
command of Brigadier-General Havelock, C.B., in the actions 
at Aong and the Pandoo Nuddee. 


Resinient. | 

1 

1 

! 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

’Remarks. 

Eoj-al Ai tillery 

Her Jlajesty’s Gttli Ueginient ... 

Her Majesty’s ysthHifiblanclers 

1st Maflr.as Fusiliers ... 

Total ... 

s 

(. 

1 Private 

f 

1 Boinbnrdier,severe- 
ly. since dead. 

1 Corporal. 

10 Privalcs. 

} 

1 

Brevet-Major Eenaud, 
severely'. 

Captain Fraser, slightly. 

2 Officers 

1 Corporal 

10 Privates 

} 

i 1 

1 

25 



(SigBCcU S. BEATSON, Cnpt,^ 


' ThiWth 
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Telegram from General ’Neili,, to the Commanda-in-Chief,— dated Allahalad 

16th July 1B57 {5-SO p.si-) 

Keceired j^esterday most pressing requisition for three hundred 
Europeans and guns from General Havelocic to he sent to Cawnpore to 
occupy it with all despatch. I started two hundred and twentj-’-seven 
of 84th party in bullock vans; march twenty-five miles a night to 
reach in five days ; had I not complied, the General, I fear, would have 
halted. I start this afternoon, daks out, and overtake the 84th and 
move up with them; will go on before them if I can ; shall lose no time ; 
only one private note from a Commissariat Conductor from camp to-day ; 
thirty- four miles from Cawnpore on the 14th, were to be at Cawnpore on 
16th. They had found thirty hogsheads of porter ; the mutineers are 
out of caps, and converted the detonator into matchlocks. • Cossid from 
Lucknow declared that the mutineers there are in want of shot, firing 
stones from the guns ; the}”^ were looting the cit}'. I have now four 
hundred and twenty men, Europeans, here, including twenty-seven 
artillerymen. Hourly expect seventy of S4th by steamer and some 
by road escorting half battery from Benares. I have handed over 
command to Captain T R Drummond-Hay, Her Majesty’s 78th High- 
landers, the senior in garrison ; his orders are very strict, and I 
have no doubt all will act well until Colonel O’Brien arrives. I have 
given instructions which embrace everything. General Havelock had in- 
creased his six field guns by captiu'es at Euttehpore to nine. I under- 
stand they are of heavy calibre. 


From the Dcpiily Adjutant-General of the Army, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, Military Department, — dated JIcad-Quartcrs, Calcutta, 
22iid July 1S57. 


I have the honour, by direction of the Commandcr-in-Chief, to 

u.gaminj the moving from Alinhabad forward copy of a letter received 
to Cawnpore of a detnchinent of Euro- from Brigadier-Geuoral J. G. Neill, 

pean soldiers in support of Brigiidier-Ge- , . i i i m 

neral Havelock’s column, proceeding to Commanding at Allahabad, No. 21, 


Lucknow. 


of the IGth instant, and of its en- 


closure, from the Deputy’ Assistant Adjutant-General, of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Havelock’s force, calling upon the former to forward, without 
delay’, at least three hundred European soldiers to enable the Biigadicr- 
General to leave a force at Cawnpore, and to push on to Lucknow as 
quickly as possible with the column under his command; and to 
hf'g you will have the goodness to inform the Right Hon’blo the ' 
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Governor- General in Council that His Excellency quite approves of 
the recjuisition having been complied with. 


From Brigadier-General .T. G. Neili,, Commanding at AllaJialad, to the Deputy 
Adjutant-General of the Army, — dated Allahabad, IGth July 1857. 

I have the honour to submit, for the information of Hi’r Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief of India, the accompanying copy of a letter 
from the Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General of General Havelock’s 
column. 

"What induced me to detach the head-quarters of Her Majesty’s 
84bh Ee^ment, amounting to 227 non-commissioned rank and file, to 
join him at Cawnpore.* 

I merely take upon myself the responsibility of complying with 
the General’s request to ensure no possible delay in his advance. 


From Captain^. Reatson, Deputy Assistant Adjutant- General, to Colonel J. G. 

Neilt,, Commanding at Allahabad, — dated Camp Futtehpore, lith July 1857. 

I am directed by Brigadier-General Havelock, c.B., to desire that 
you will make every possible exertion to push up to Cawnpore, with as 
little delay as possible, three hundred Europeans; or if so many cannot 
be spared from the garrison of Allahabad in your opinion, although 
there cannot be the same necessity for keeping it up at full strength 
now that previously existed, that you will spare two hundred men 
at least. 

It is the General’s intention to push on to Lucknow as quickly 
as possible, but a small force must be left behind at Cawnpore, and he 
cannot spare a man from the column, which is scarcely strong enough, 
as it is, for the work before it. 

If any delay occurs in despatching these men, his operations in 
advance will be seriously retarded; and he mentions his plans and 
intentions to you, in order that, seeing the paramount importance of 
this reinforcement, not an hour may be lost by you in getting them ofi 
from Allahabad. 

They ought to proceed to Lohunda by rail if that will save time, 
and reach Cawnpore in six marches from that place, and the officer in 
command should be directed to report himself daily by dfik to me 
at Cawnpore that the General may be kept informed of his progress. 


Sic in original. 
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I am also directed by the Brigadier-General to request you will 
be good enough to forward him a daily present state of the strength of 
the garrison of Allahabad, as he does not know under present circum- 
stances, sufficiently pressing, what troops are always available. 

If guns are ready and artillerymen they may be sent on with the 
European detachment herein ordered, but they are not urgently re- 
quired ; the Europeans are. 

The detachment should be men either from the TStii Highlanders 
or S±th Eegiment. 

JTrom JBrigadier-Genei'al'^T.xVL, to Colonel W. .T. H. o.-n., Sco’etan/ to the 

Government of India, in the MiUtarij Dcjyarimenf.—dated Allahabad, 16(h 
Juhj 1857. 

I have the honour to report my departure from Allahabad this 
afternoon to join the force under Briga lier-Goacral Havelock, c. B., 
en route to Cawnpore and Lucknow, and that I will push on with as 
little delay as possible. 

During my command here I have had much cause to be satisfied 
■with all the officers of the staff in this fort. Lieutenants Davidson and 
Jenkins of the Commissariat arc intelligent, energetic, and most attentive 
officers, and have been indefatigable in the perfovmnnce of their dutio.s, 
in laying in largo quantities of provisions wit h abundance, more coming 
in. Captain Russell and Lieutenant Bi’own of the Ordnance Department 
are excellent officers ; the latter has been of much service to me during 
the absence of an Engineer officer. Captain Haslcwood, the Fort 
Adjutant, has also been most zealous and attentive, and with Captain 
Innes also of the Invalids has been of great scrvico to me. I also 
beg particularly to bring to notice three gentlemen in uncovenauted 
civil employ here, whom I have observed whilst here, and I think them 
deserving of the greatest credit, loyal, hardworking, intelligent men', 
jMessrs. Thomas Palmen, W. Glynn, and T. V. Sand3's. I have obtaiivod 
much valuable assistance and information fi'om these gentlemen, and they 
have all been exerting themselves with much success in getting us • 
supplies and .sheep. There are .also two Natives here who have been 
loyal to us from the fii'sb, and at the first offered assistance in grain and 
money; they h.ave pi'omi.sed us much grain. Dallas Ram Rcik.and Ram 
Pershad, sons of the late Lalla Peci'oomul, deserve to have their names 
brought to the notice of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-Generai ns 
men who have never swerved, but from the very first stood forward in 
pur favour. Nay I request the favour of vour doimr ,0. 
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I start this afternoon for Cawnpore, and have handed over the 
command of Allahabad to Captain T. R. Drummond-Hay, Her Majesty’s 
78th Highlanders. I have given him orders and instructions he ■will 
no doubt duly attend to, and Lieutenant-Colonel O’Brien will be here 
in a few hours. 


Telegram from Brigadier-Greneral Havelock, c.b., to the Commander-in-Chief-^ 
dated Catanpore, 17th July 1857. 

By the blessing of God I recaptured this place yesterday, and to- 
tally defeated Nana Sahib in person, taking more than six guns, four of 
siege calibre. 

The enemy were strongly posted behind a succession of villages, 
and obstinately disputed for 140 minutes every inch of the ground, but 
I was enabled by a flank movement to my right to turn his left, and 
this gave us the victory. The conduct of the troops was admirable. 

. Nana Sahib had barbarously murdered all the captive women and 
children before the engagement. He has retired to Bithoor, and blew 
up this morning, on his retreat, the Oa'wnpore magazine. He is said to 
be strongly fortified. 

I have not been yet able to get in the return of killed and wounded, 
but estimate my loss at about seventy, chiefly from the fire of grape. 

Telegram from Brigadier-GeneralUkMiE.x.oc'S., c.Ti., to the Comrnander-in-Chief,— 
dated Camp Naiobgunge, Cawnpore, 18th, and Allahabad, 19th July 1857 (10 r.ii.) 

Nana Sahib is at Bithoor in force with 5,000 men and 45 guns. 
Agra is besieged by the mutineers frorh Neemuch and Nasirabad ; 
Lucknow for the present safe. I have the steamer at the artillery ghat ; 
the troops are in the highest spirits. ' I have mounted on the horse of 
the recreant Irregular 40 British Infantry. I trust they will do as good 
service as the Agra volunteers, who have just received the guns of the 
Cotah Contingent. I have ordered all the beer, wine, spirits, and every 
drinkable thing at Ca-wnpore to be purchased by the Commissariat ; it 
will be then guarded by a few men ; if it remained at Cawnpore, it would 
require half my force to keep it from being drunk up by the other half, 
and I should not have a soldier in camp. While I was winning a victory 
on the 16th, some of my men were pillaging the Commissariat on the 
line of march. I have appointed Lieutenant Moorsom, 52nd Light 
Infantry, to assist Colonel Tytler in his arduous duties. I trust you 
will approve. My casualties on the 16 th amounted to one hundred 
exactly, but many arc at their duty again, 


13 
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From Brigadier-General Hathiock, c.B., <o the Commandcr-in-Glnef, — dated, Camp 

Nalohgunge, Oa%onpore, 80th and Allahabad, 81st July 1857 (S-56 p.se.) 

My single Engineer offieer,|Lieu tenant Russell, is under present cir- 
cumstances inadequate to the -work in hand ; I urgently beg for more. 
I regret to' say 'that Captain Beatson has died of cholera. I have 
appointed my aide-de-camp to succeed him, subject to Your Excellency’s 
confirmation : though only a Lieutenant, be is an oflScer of eleven years 
standing, and the talents evinced, both in Persia and here, especially 
in our last action, have convinced me that I am only doing justice in 
making this nomination. Nana Sahib’s follo^Yers appear- to be deserting 
him. He has fled from Bithoor, which was occupied yesterday with- 
out resistance. Thirteen guns were found in the place. His palace is 
in flames. Brigadier Neill joined me this morning with two hundred 
and twent 3 ’-.seven men of the Sith. 

List of Ordnance caxitured at Bithoor, 19th Jxdy 1857. 

1 24i-pounder iron gun. 

1 12-pounder cannonade, 

1 9-j)ounder brass gun. 

7^6-po.under „ guns. 

2 6-pounder „ „ dismounted. 

1 6^-inch brass mortal’, 

1 8-pounder brass gun. 

4 3-pounder „ „ different pattern. 

1 1-pounder „ „ 

1 model gun. 

Total c. 20 

(Sd.) T. N. HAEWARD, Lieut, 

Comdg. Bengal Arty. 

(Sd.) L. STEPHENSON, Major, 

Comdg. Let. and Iteconnaissance. 

It.J }. — Several of the above are of French and Native mannfactnrc. 

From Brigadier-General ITatelock, c.b., to the Bcptily Adjutant-General of the 
Artillery, dated Cawnporc, SOth July 1857. 

I have the pleasure to announce that the triumph of the Maharatta 
Piclcndci , iSana Sahib, the adopted nephew of the late cx~Fcshwa, 
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Bajee Rao, has been of short duration. The treacherous proceedings by 
which he compassed the destruction of the force under the gallant Sir 
Hugh Wheeler have already been reported to the Commanderdn-Chief. 

I have now to announce the complete discomfiture of his force 
under his personal command, and the capture of his cannon, followed by 
the re-occupation of this station, which since the 6th June he has been 
devastating and desecrating by every form of cruelty and oppression. 

2. He filled up the measure of his iniquities on the 15th ; for on 
hearing that the bridge at the Pandoo Nuddee was forced, he ordered 
the immediate massacre of the wives and children of our British 
soldiers still in his possession in this cantonment, which was carried out 
by his followers with every circumstance of barbarous malignity. 

3. My information was in every respect good, and I ascertained 
that he has taken up a position at the village of Aherwa, where the 
Grand Trunk Road unites with that which leads direct to the Military 
Cantonment of Cawnpore. 

4. His entrenchments cut and rendered impassable both roads, 
and his guns, seven in number, two light and five of siege calibre, were 
disposed along his position which consists of a series of villages; 
Behind those his infantry, consisting of mutinous troops and his own. 
armed followers was disposed for defence. It was evident that an 
attack in front would expose the British to a murderous fire from his 
heavy guns sheltered in his entrenchment. I resolved therefore to 
manoeuvre to turn his left. My camp and baggage were accordingly 
kept back, under proper escort at the village of Maharajpore, and I 
halted my troops there two or three hours in mango groves to cool and 
gain shelter from a burning sun. 

5. My column then moved off right in front; the Fusiliers led fol- 
lowed by two guns ; then came the Highlanders, in rear of whom was 
the central battery of six guns, under Captain Maude. The 64th and 
84th had two guns more in their rear and the regiment of Ferozepore 
closed the column. 

6. My troops defiling at a steady pace soon changed direction 
and began to circle round the enemy’s left ; they were shrouded foi-’ 
some time by clumps of mango, but as soon as the enemy comprehend- 
ed the object of their march, an evident sensation was created in his 
line. He pushed forward on his left a large body of horse and opened 
a fire of shot and shell from the wdiole of his guns. But he was 
evidently disconcerted by our advance on his flank, and anxious for his 
communication with Cawnpore.' My troops continued their progress 
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until his left was wholly opened to onr attack, and then formed line and 
advanced in direct echelon of regiments and batteries from the right, a- 
wing of the Fusiliers again covered the advance extended as riflemen.- 

7. The opportunity had arrived for which I have long anxiously 
waited of developing the prowess of the 78th Highlanders. Three- 
guns of the enemy were strongly posted behind a lofty hamlet well 
entrenched. I directed this regiment to‘ advance, and never have I 
witnessed conduct more admirable. They were led by Colonel Hamilton,- 
and followed him with surpassing, steadiness and gallantry under a 
heavy fire ; as they approached the village they cheered and charged with 
the bayonet, the pipes sounding, the- pibroch; need I add that- the enemy- 
fled, the village was- taken, and the guns captured ? 

8. On the left Major Stirling, with the 64th was equally success- 
ful against another village and took three guns. 

9. - The enemy’s infantry appeared to be eveiy where in fidl retreat^ 
andi I ordered the fire to cease, when a reserved 24-pounder was- 
opened on the Cawnpore Road, which caused considerable loss to- my 
force, and under cover of its fire two large bodies of cavalry at the same- 
time riding insolently over the plain; the infantry once more ralUed,. 
The beating of their large drums and numerous mounted officers' in 
front announced, the definitive struggle of the “ Nana” for' his- usurped- 
dominion. 

10. I had previously ordered my A^olunteer Cavalry to adventure- 
a charge- on a more advanced party of the enemy’s hoi’se, and I have the 
satisfaction to report that they conducted themselves most creditably 
one* of their number,. Mr. Can’, was killed in the charge; 

11. But the final crisis approached: My artillery cattle wearied' 
by the length of the march could not bring up- the guns to my assis- 
tance, and the 1st 'Madras Fusiliers, 64th, 84th and 78 th DetachmentSj- 
formed in line, were exposed to a heavy fire fi’om the 24-pounder on 
the road. I was resolved this state of things should not last, so calling 
upon, my men, who were lying down in line,, to- leap on their feet,. I 
directed another- steady advance. It was iiresistible; The- enem-y 
sent round shot into our ranks, until ’ we were within three hundred 
yards, and then- poured in. grape with such, precision and determination 
as I have seldom witnessed.. But the 64th led by Major Stirling and 
by my Aido-de-Camp, who had placed himself in their front, were not to 
be denied. Iheir rear showed the ground strewed with -wounded, but 
on they ste.adily and silently came, then with a cheer charged and. 
captured the unwieldy trophy of their valour. 
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12. Ihe enemy lost all heart,- and after a hurried fire' of musketry 
gave way in total route. Four of my guns came up and completed 
their discomfiture by a heavy caninonade, and as it grew dark, the 
roofless barracks of our artillery were dimly descried in -advance,- and 
it was evident that Cawnpore was once more in our possession. 

13. The fruits of this victory I shall have afterwards to describe. 
Our troops had been thirteen hours in their bivouac, when a tremendous 
explosion shook the earth. “ Nana Sahib ” in full r'etr'eat to' Bithoor 
had blown up the Cawnpore magazine. The first movement of the 
Mahratta indicated a determination to defend himself desperately. 
Beports from the front assured us that he had assembled 5,000 men, 
and placed 45 guns in position for the defence of his stronghold. But 
his followers have since dispersed, and I have taken possession of 
Bithoor without a shot. 

14. I was joined by the steamer J^urrmnpooier this morning, 
which is now in easy communication with me. 

15. I must reiterate my obligations to the Officers Commanding 
my detachments and batteries : to Major Stevenson, Madras Fusiliers J 
Colonel Hamilton, the leader of, my Highlanders, who had his horse 
shot; Major Stirling, 64th, who is slightly wounded; Captain Currie, 
84th, severely — I fear dangerously — wounded (since dead); Captain 
Maude, Artillery ; Captain Brazier, Commanding the Begiment of 
Ferozepore ; and Captain Barrow, Commanding my small body of horse, ■ 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tytler’s zeal and gallantry have been beyond alf 
praise. 

It was my desire to have offered my thanks in like terms to Cap'- 
tain Beatson, Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General. But I can no^V 
only record my opinion over his grave. He was attacked by cholera 
on the morning of this fight, and though he did his duty throughout itf 
and bivouacked with the troops, he sunk in three days under the vio-- 
lence of his disorder. Lieutenant Moorsom, Her Majesty’s 52nd Light- 
Infantry, assisted in carrying my orders, and displayed gteat- courage 
and much intelligence. 

I have already mentioned the conduct of my Aide-de-Camp in front 
of the 64th throughout the fight;, he was seen wherever danger was 
most pressing, and I beg specially to commend him to the protectiorr 
and favour of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

I enclose returns of killed, wounded,- and missing, and ordnance 
captured. 



A rctv.rn shoioinff the number of Jellied, wolcnded, and missing of the Column tinder the immediate Command of 
Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., at the action of Cawnpore on the 16th instant. 
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■ JReturn of Ordnance captured in the two actions of the 15th July and 
the action of the 16th July 1857. 

Brought into Gamp. 

15th July — 1 24-pounder iron gun. 

1 24-pounder „ carronade. 

2 6-pounder brass guns. 

16th July — 2 24-pounder iron „ 

1 24-pounder „ carronade and limber. 

2 12-pounder „ guns. 

1 9-pounder brass gun. 

2 6 -pounder „ guns (found since the 

action) . 

Total ... 12 

Captured on the 12th 12 
Brought in from Bibhoor 20 

Grand Total ... 44 

Camp Cawnpore ; *) (Sd.) T. 0. MAUDE, Gapt., E.A., 

The Ust July 1857. J _ Gomdg. Artillery. 

(Sd.) H. HAVELOCK, Brigr.-Genl., 
Gomdg. Moveable Goluonn. 

N. 

From ihe Deputy Adjutant-General of the Arony, to the Seo'otary to the Govern^ 
mient of India, in the Military Department,— dated CalciUta, 31$t July 1867. 

I have the honour, by desire of the Commander-in-Chief, to for- 
ward, for submission to the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General of 
India in Council, two despatches received from Brigadier-General 

H. Havelock, C.B., Commanding the 
See pages 92-93 and 98-102. Moveable Column, dated the 15th 

and 20th July, giving an account of his engagements with the rebels, 
under the Nana Sahib, at the bridge over the Pandoo Nuddee, and at 
the recapture of Cawnpore from the same enemy. 

2. His Excellency considers that the greatest credit is due to the 
Brigadier-General, and to the brave troops under his command. They 
have marched 130 miles in eight days, at the most trying season of the 
year ; fought three obstinately-contested combats, in each of which the 
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insurgents have been signally beaten; destroyed the stronghold of, 
that arch fiend and traitor, the Nana Sahib ; and captured 44 pieces of 
ordnance, many of .^vhich are of large calibre. 

3. General Havelock has, on many occasions, handled his force 
with the ability which might have been expected from his well-won 
reputation as a brave, skilful, and experienced soldier, and Sir P. Grant 
begs to recommend him, and the several officers he has specified in his 
despatches, to the most favorable consideration of His Lprdship in 
Council, and His Excellency desires further to draw special attention 
to the glowing terms in which General Havelock describes the excel- 
lent conduct and gallantry, under fire, of the troops of all arms serving 
with him in the field. 

The return of the enclosures is requested. 


Telegram from Brigadier-General Neill, io the Commander^in-CMef — dated Caxon- 

pore, 20th July 1857. 

Arrived here this moming with the head-quarters of the 84bh ; all 
well. Found the force crossing river. General looks well, and in 
good spirits. Will get away, I hope, to-morrow. He informs me he 
will leave me in command here. 



CHAPTER III 


CAWNPORE 

Telegram fi'om the Secreiarg to the Goveimment of India, in the Military Depart- 
ment, to Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeler, k.c.b., Cawnpore, — dated 
Calcutta, 15th May 1857. 

You are requested to communicate to me by telegram, for the in-, 
formation of Government, what may be, in your opinion, the temper of 
the troops under your command at Cawnpore and at Allahabad. 

You are requested to send on to me any news that may have 
reached you regarding the proceedings at Meerut and Delhi and to keep 
me informed of all that you may hear from those places. The Officer 
Commanding at Allyghur may be able to give you some information, if 
requested. 

Telegram from Major-General /Sir Hugh Wheeler, k.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Caicnpore, 16th 
May 1857. 

As far as I have means of judging, the troops here and at Allahabad 
are at present well disposed ; however, there is much excitement in 
consequence of events elsewhere. Reports of the most unfavorable de- 
scription of events at Delhi. The city in possession of insurgents ; but 
not mentioned whether the troops are concerned. Mr. S. Fraser, 
Captain Douglas, and Miss Jennings said to have been murdered. 

Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeler, k.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Cawnpore, 17th 
May 1857. 

The following* just received from Agra, from the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor; you will be glad to hear that the telegraph communication with 

* The paper is not to be found among the records. 

u 



106 


THE IKDIAH MUTINY 


Meerut has just been restored; there is the best proof that things are 
fast quieting. 


Telegram from HajomGeneral Sir IIugh "WHEEtEn, K.c B., io ilte Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Caionpore, 18th 
May 1857 [4 p.m.) 

All at Cawnpore quiet; but excitement continues amongst the 
people. Copy of message received this morning from Agi-a: — All goes 
on excellently here. Levies of light horse ■will soon clear the Doab of 
plunderers. Troops are huiT}Tng from the hills and Punjab, and the 
final advance on Delhi -will soon be made. The insurgents can only be 
about 3,000 in number, and are said to cling to the'n'alls of Delhi, where 
they have put up a puppet king. I grudge the escape of one of them. 
Disorder has not now come below the Haupper,* and the countr}’’ around 
Meerut will soon be quite restored to order. In our lower districts they 
are watched, and calm and expert polic}' will soon reassure the public 
mind ; the plague is in truth stayed. Copy of message just received 
from Sir H. Lawrence. All’s well. 


Telegram f roll Major-Gcnm'al Sir Hugh Wheebeb, k.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Goveimment of India, in the Military Department,— dated Caionporc, 19th 
May 1857 (8 p.ii.) 

All quiet here. The excitement somewhat less. Deceived the 
message regarding the Chunar invalids. From Luclaiow, all very well in 
city, cantonments and country. An application made for the reserve 
company of artillery to be sent to Meerut if I have no objection. I have 
objected to part with the few Europeans which I have here ; it could not 
be done without risk and danger. 


Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Military Deparl 
mcni, to the Officer Commanding at Caxvnpore, — dated Calcutta, 19th May 
1857. 

You are requested to begin immediately to make all preparations 
for the accommodation of a European force, and to let it be known that 
you are doing so. 

* Ilnuppcr (*ic in originni) for Hnpur, a to-svn in tlic Meerut district. Lies on tlio Jlccnit 
and Bulnndsi.ali road, 18 miles south of Meerut city. During the mutiny Walidad Khan of 
Mabgarh threatened llapur but tvas ohligeel by the loyalJats of Bhatona to rotire.-imperial 
Gazetteer of India, Volume V. Second edition. 
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Telegmm from M<ijor-Gencral /SirHirGn Wheelee, k.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Depai-tment,— dated, Caimiyore, 20th 
May 1857 {d-Sd p.ii.) 

All well here and excitement less. Herewith I send copies of 
messages just received from Agra. Very few days will now see the 
end of it, unless the mutineers shut themselves up at Delhi and a 
siege he necessary, whence some Httle delay must occur, but a cordon or 
investment mil be formed round Delhi by Patiala, Jhind, Ulwar, and 
Bhurtpore troops, who are acting most loyally : this must force them 
out ; then it must all end. Copy of a message from Commissioner to 
Lieutenant-Governor : — Nothing Imown about George Campbell ; Captain 
. MacAndrew, Assistant Commissioner, is with Patiala troops. Meerut : 
General Anson intended to leave Umballa on 18th with 75th Fusiliers, 
9th Lancers, 5th Native Infantry, 60th Native Infantry, 4th Light 
Cavalry, one-half troop of Horse Artilleiy, two squadrons, 6th Dragoons, 
one wing Rifles, half troop of Hoi'se Artilleiy, one Field Batteiy, ordered 
to move on Bhagput on or after 22nd instant. Gurkhas right moving 
do'wn to Boolundshur by canals ; progress intercepted by damage done 
to locks ; remain there or Secunderabad to check insurgents. Two lakhs * 
of treasure to be brought from Boolundshur by Ressalar of Gwalior 
Contingent. Communication with Kurnaul by Kossid. Captain 
MacAndrew requested to occupy the road with posts of Patiala Horse. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh Wheelee, e.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Caxonpore, 21st 
May 1857 [8 p.m.) 

A good deal of excitement and some alarm prevailed last evening 
regarding the 2nd Cavalry. That corps had sent emissaries into the camps 
of the three Native infantry corps, asking if they would support them in 
the event of an outrage. Their avowed cause of discontent was their 
horses, arms, &c., were to be taken from them and made over to the Euro- 
peans. I need not add how entirely without foundation. But reports 
of the most absurd kind are constantly circulated and are no sooner 
disposed of then another takes its place. The Europeans shall be cared 
for; no mention is made of the number or when they are expected; the 
sooner the better. Accounts just received of the electric telegraph 
mth Meerut being interrupted. Reports just received that a crisis 



108 


THE INDIAN MUTINY 


is approaching here. A telegraph message from the Lieutenant- 
Governor, Agra : — a strong exi^edition has been raised for the recapture 
of Allyghur and starts forth'with. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh WnBEtEB, k.c.b., to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Caionpore, 
22nd May 1857 if p.jr.) 

Matters took a favorable turn about half-past 7 P.M.- yesterday. 
Up to that time it appears that an outbreak "was most imminent. I 
placed the guns in position and made every preparation to meet it. The 
danger gave way before a quiet address to the men by their commandant 
through some Native officers. At 11 p. M, fifty-five Europeans of Her 
Majesty’s 32nd Regiment and about 240 troopei’S, Oudh Irregular Cav- 
alry, arrived sent by Sir Henry Lam-ence to my aid. This morning two 
guns and about 300 men of all arms were brought in by the Maharajah 
of Bithoor. Their being Mahrattas they are not likely to coalesce with 
others. Once the Europeans from Calcutta arrived I should hope that 
all would be beyond danger. I have the most cordial co-operation 
from Mr. Hillersdon, the Magistrate. At present things appear quiet, 
but it is impossible to say what a moment may bring forth. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh Wheelek, k.c.b., to the Secretary to 
the Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Cawnpore, 
23rd May 18o7, 

A calm appearance more favorable, but not to be depended on. 


Telegram from Major-General iS/r Hugh Wheeleb, K.C.B., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Cawnpore, 24th 
May 1857 {7-25 e.m.) 

All is quiet here, but it is impossible to say how long it will 
continue so. 


Telegram from Major-General SirUvan "Wheeleb, k.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Cawnpore, 25th 
May 1857 {6-53 r.ir.) 

Passed anxious night and day in consequence of a report on vciy 
good authority that there would be an outbreak during one or the other j 
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all possible preparations made to meet it, but I rejoice to say that none 
occurred. Two men, tampering Avith the 6th Native Infantry at Allaha- 
bad, seized by two sepoys and taken to commanding officer. 


Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Military Depart^ 
ment, to Major-General Sir Hugh Wheelee, k.c.b, — dated Caleutta, 
26th May 1857. 

You are requested to send to my address by dd,k as early as 
practicable official reports of the proceedings that have taken place at 
the several stations since the commencement of the outbreak. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh WHEEtEE, k.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Caionpore, 26th 
May 1857. 

All tranquil here and I think likely to continue. The disaffected, 
disconcerted by the efficient measures coolly but determinately taken 
to meet any outbreak that might be attemjjted, are sobering down. I 
have had a most anxious and tried time of it, nor is it at an end. His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor informs me that the 45th and 57th 
Regiments of Native Infantry mutinied at Ferozepore on the 13th or 
14th instant, but were put do'wn by other troops. 10th Cavalry, loyal ; 
57th laid down arms ; 45th was pursued and scattered. The three regi- 
ments at Lahore have been disarmed, and are doing duty without arms : 
they were moving off to join the corps at Ferozepore, but were stopped 
and brought to obedience. Nothing heard yet of the Commander-in- 
Chief. The first party, forty-four men of Her Majesty’s 84th, are 
expected this night or to-morrow morning, and similar parties will 
arrive until the whole are here. I have entrenched our position, and 
can hold it against large odds ; but now I hope that I may preserve the 
peace of this very important station mthout bloodshed. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh Wheebeb, k.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department.-dated Cawnpore, 27th 

May 1857 (7-15 p.h.) 

All quiet, but I feel by no means confident it will continue so. The 
civil and inilitaiy depending entirely upon me for advice and assistance 
just now. I regret I cannot find time at present to compile a detailed 
account of late occurrences in my Division. 
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Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh WnEEtEn, K.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated CaiC7ipore, 29th 
May 1857 (8 p.3i.) 

My grateful thanlcs for the Governor-General’s message. Oudh 
Irregular Cavalry sent through me to Goorsagunge and Mjmiioorie, to 
keep the road clear and put down plunderers. Europeans ariiving, hut , 
very slow here. The reports from our Native agents are. more cheering 
and satisfactory to-day than heretofore. I wish the services of Com- 
missariat Gomastah Lalla Buddreenath to he placed at my disposal, he 
is still performing his own duties. Telegraphed to Commissary- General 
about him yesterday, hut have received no TC23ly. Some uneasiness at 
Lucknow expressed. I will gi\:e any aid in my power if requested. 


Telegram fro7n the Secretary to the Goveriiment of India, in the Military Depart- 
ment, to Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeeek, k.o.b., — dated Calcutta, 30th 
May 1857. 

Employ Lalla Buddreenath in any way you please, and relieve him 
from his commissariat duties. 


Telegi'am from Major- Getteral Sir Hugh WnEEBER, e.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Govemimcnt of India, in the Military Department,— dated Caivnpore, 30th 
May 1857 [7 r.ii.) 

The message and proclamation received to-day, and sent hy exjiress, 
via Futtehghur, to the Commandcr-in-Chief, of whom no tidings have 
been received. The European 32nd Foot, sent hy Sir- Henry LavTence, 
arc preparing to return this evening in dak carriages to Lucknow, 
where considerable uneasiness is felt ; Avill he there to-moiTow morning. 
Seventy-one men, 81th Foot, amved up to this time. Lieutenant 
Jellicoe, 53rd Native Infantry, directed to relieve Captain Williamson of 
Commissariat charge. All quiet here ; hut' the jjuhlic mind very anxious 
with regard to Delhi. 


Telegram froin Major-General Sir Huan "WirEEBEB, K.C.B. , to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Cajcnpore, 31st 
May 1857 (2-30 r.ii.) 

His Lordships letter received, will he forwarded hy post. ,I 
V ould recommend Euroi^cans to he sent up to this place as rapidly as 
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possible ; not so much for our own protection, as, to use the exact words 
of the Major, this place is the trunk and the surrounding stations are 
the limbs ; and that if CaAvnpore remains right, the other places will do 
so also. We are all right as yet, and I hope may continue so. Electric 
telegraph message from Lucknow, 2-10 A.M., 31st May: — “All quiet since 
first message.” Thanks about Lalla Buddreenath, but I wish him to 
do his commissariat duties as well to prevent his being suspected. 


Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Military Tepart- 
ment, to Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeleb, k.c.b., — dated Calcutta, 31st 
May 1857 {3-30 p.m.) 

It is very necessary to provide for the safety of Allahabad, troops 
are being pushed up in detachments to Cavmpore. What do yon 
suggest • for Allahabad ? Another point is this. Colonel Simpson cannot 
be allowed to retain command of Allahabad. If you think Brigadier 
Jack would command there well, send him to Allahabad at once to take 
the command. If not, it is proposed to send up Colonel Kowcroft from 
Dinapore to Allahabad. 


Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Military Depart- 
ment, to Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeleb, k.c.b., — No. 289-B, dated 
Calcutta, the 31st May 1857 (5-20 p.m.) 

It is understood that a quantity of Enfield rifle ammunition was 
despatched on the 7 th instant from Allahabad for Delhi. Is anything 
known of it at Cawnpore ? The fst Madras Fusiliers are armed with 
Enfield rifles and have but little ammunition. If you have that which 
was despatched from Allahabad, it Would be useful to the regiment ; more 
is being sent from Fort William. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeleb, k.c.b., to the Secretary to thje 
Government of India, in the Military Department, — dated Caionpore, 31st 
■ May 1857 {8 p.m.) 

Eeceived message of 30th this day. Should consider two companies 
of Europeans sufficient Lor Allahabad, to be increased afterwards when 
other places are provided for. Brigadier Jack is perfectly competent 
for Allahabad, but he is very useful to me here and himself wishes to 
remain. Could recommend Colonel Halford, but Brigadier Handscomb 
having been killed I consider he is better at Lucknow. I know nothing 
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of Colonel Rowcroft, but from what I have heard should consider him 
competent. We are quiet here, and accounts from Delhi received from 
the Lieutenant-Governor are what might he exjjected. The mutineers 
purchasing gold even at enormous prices and deserting to their homes. 


Telegram from, Major-General Sir Hugh WHEEtUR, k.c.b., to the Secretargio the 
Government of India, in the Militarg Department, — dated, Caivnpore, 1st 
June 1857 {7-54 p.ji.) 

Message for the Comniander-in-Chief received and forwarded by 
express. All quiet here, and hope it "will continue so. In concert with 
Commissioner of Allahabad I have laid relays of twenty bullocks each 
at four stages, for bringing in Europeans. 

Enfield rifle ammunition was detained in Ca'\TOpore magazine, and 
will just do for jMadras Fusiliers. 


Telegram from the Secretarg to the Government of India, in the Militarg Depart- 
ment, to Major-General Sir Hugh WnEEiiEn, dated Calcutta, 1st 

June 1857, 

We reckon that one hundred men of Her Majesty's 84th vdll have 
reached you by this time. To-day, to-morrow, and next day eighteen 
men daily of Madras Fusiliers mil reach Allahabad, on the 4th eight 
men, on the 7th six men, on the 8th one hundred men, on the 9th 
ninety men, and on the 10th ninety men by dfik and bullock train. 
About the 9th one hundred and thirty-eight men, about the 13th one 
hundred and five men, and about the 14th one hundred and ninety-eight 
men by steamers. 

It is important to strengthen Allahabad by at least two hundred 
men. Make -with reference to the above such arrangements as you 
think best, and report immediately. 

Direct the OflScer Commanding at Allahabad to detain in their 
progress such parties as may suffice to secure that fort. 

Telegram from the Secretarg to the Government of India, in the Militarg Depart- 
ment, to Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeeeb, k.c.b., — dated Calcutta, 2nd 
June 1857. — {9 a.h.) 

Message 'of last evening received. The Governor-General requests 
that j’ou will immediately communicate by telegraph the purport of the 
Commander-in-Chiefs message which you have sent by express if you 
are aware of it. 



TELEGRAMS FROM JIAJOR-GENERAL SIR HUGH WHEELER 113 


Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh Wheelee, k.c.b., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India., in the Military Department, — dated Catonpore, 2nd 
June 1857 (5 p.m.) 

All quiet, and I hope -will continue so. Up to last night 90 men, 
84th Foot and 15th Madras Fusiliers, have arrived. I have telegraphed 
to Allahabad regarding the Irregular Horse, and will issue the necessaiy, 
orders. Colonel Simpson has reported to me that the 6 th Native 
Infantry volunteered to a man to sex-ve against the mutineers at Delhi. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh ‘Wheelee, e.c.b., to the Right Mon'hle 
the Governor-General of India in Council, — dated Cawnpore, 3rd June 1837. 

Message, 2nd June, received. The orders were sent hj'- express on 
receipt. They were telegra 23 hed to the Adjutant-General of Army 
3 ’’esteixlay. They are now telegraphed to Sir H. Barnard. The pror 
clamation will follow immediate^. But I have just been informed by 
Superintendent of Electric Telegraph Office here that there is an 
obstrnretion in the communication hetweerr this and Agra. All well here, 
but subject to constant fits of excitement. Unfavorable rejrorts of the 
state' of the country between Lucknow and CaxTOpore, but in the neigh- 
bourhood of the former. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh Wheelee, k.c.b., to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army, — dated Cawnpore, 3rd June 1857 (8 A.ii.) 

The following message received from the Governor- General; — ‘‘Pray 
send the following message to the Command er-in- Chief by the quickest 
means. I have heard to-daj'- that j^ou do not Sijrect to be before Delhi 
ixntil the 9th. In the meantime Cauuipore and Lucknow are severely 
pressed, and the country between Delhi and Cawnpore is passing into , 
the hands of the rebels. It is of the utmost importance to prevent 
this and to relieve Cawnpore, but nothing but rajrid action will do it. 
Your force of artillery will enable 3^011 to disjrose of Delhi vith certainty. 
I therefore beg that 3 ’'ou will detach one European infantry regi- 
ment, and a small fi)rce of Euroirearr cavalry to the south of Delhi 
without keejring thenr for ojrerations there, so that All 3 ’-ghur ma 3 ’^ be 
recovered and Cawnpore relieved immediateI 3 ^ It is impossible to 
overrate the importance of showing European troops between Delhi 
and Cawnpore. Cawnpore, Lucknow, and Allahabad depend upon, it. 

U 
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Telegram from Major-General Sir Hugh Wheelee, k.c.b., to the Adjutant- 

General of the Army, — dated, Cawngmre, 3rd June 1857 (S a.m.) 

The following received from Calcutta : — “ Urgent. Send another 
message to the Commander-in-Chief, with my message of yesterday add 
as follows. I am sure that 3 ’'ou ivill not delay unnecessarily, hut the 
urgency of disposing of Delhi increases with every hour. You cannot 
exaggerate to jmurself the importance of this. .1 expect two more 
regiments this week, and another next week, hut the capture of Delhi 
is of more value than these at present. -Pray endeavour to keep up the 
communication with the south ; this like eveiything else has been cul- 
pably neglected at Meerut. My last letter from you is of the 15 th May.” 


Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Military depart- 
ment, to Major-General Sir Hugh Wheelee, k.c.b.,— dated Calcutta, 
3rd June 1837 {1 p.m.) 

The report of the volunteering of the 6th Eegiment, Native Infan- 
try, received : highly satisfactory. Government desire in consequence 
that their commanding officer .shall remain witli the regiment, and the 
removal of Colonel Simpson to the 8th Native Infantry is cancelled. 


Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Military dcpiart- 
ment, to Major-General Sir Hugh "WnEELEE, k.c.b.,— dated Calcutta, 3rd 
June 1637 [3-30 p.m.) 

It is reported that the tolegi-aph is interrupted between Cawnpoi’e 
and Agra ; pray do everything in j'our power to help to re-establish it, 
and desi^atch duplicates of the messages to Sir H. Barnard and General 
Penny and General Eeed. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir ITuan WnEELEE, e.c.e., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Military department,— dated Caicnporc, 3rd 
June 1837 {9 p.m.) 

All the orders and proclamations have been sent expi'css as the 
telegi-aph communication between this and Agra is obstructed. )Sir 
H. Lawrence having exiwessed some uneasiness, I have just sent him 
by dak gharries out of mj- small force two officers and fifty' men, 
Her M.ajesty’.s Slth Foot ; conveyance for more not available. This 

loa\es me weak, but I U'ust to holding my own until more Europeans 
arrive. 
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Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Conneil, to Major-General Sir 
Hugh Wheeles, k.c.b., — dated, Calcutta, 4th June 1857. 

As long as the interruption of the telegraph between Cawnpore and 
Agra continues, send messengers daily to Sir Hem’y Barnard with copies 
of all the messages which you have received for the Commander-in- 
Chief, for Sir H. Barnard, and for General Reed. Tell Sir H. Barnard 
again that he is to proceed against Delhi immediately, that he has the 
command of the force, and that he is to wait for nobody. Send him a 
copy of the message to General Reed. Spare no exertion to reach him ; 
use trustworthy means. 


From the Secretary, to the Government of India, in the Military Department, to 
Major-General Sir Hugh Wheeleb, k.c.b., Commanding Caionpore Divi- 
sion,— dated Fort William, 10th June 1857. 

With reference to the message by electric telegraph, dated the 
6th instant, conveying instructions to Sir H. Barnard to continue in 
command, and to direct the opei'ations of the force proceeding against 
Delhi in whatever direction circumstances might requu’e that force to 
move, I am directed to acquaint you that, in the event of the force 
entering the limits of the Camipore Division and of any portion of the 
troops within that division joining the force, it is the desire of the 
Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council that Major-General 
Sir H. M. Wheeler, k.c.b.. Commanding that Division, should, as being, 
senior to Sir H. Barnard, assume the direction of the force. 


Translation of diary accovAit of A^erpiU, opium gomashta,^ 

of Gawnpore. 

In beginning excitement caused by story of defiled cartridges; 
this turned all the sepoys’ hearts to disobedience, and to desire to 
destroy all Christians. When officers saw them mutinous, the Collector 
borrowed elephants from Nana Dhoondoo Punt, the heir of Bajee Rao, 
and took them to treasury to remove the cash. The sepoys said they 
would not let it be removed. The Collector tried in vain and threatened 
to send Europeans to magazine and treasury. The sepoys, one and 
all, said they should not live. The Collector left and brought '300 or 
400 troops, foot and horse, from the Nana’s house at Bithoor, and 
placed them near the magazine. The Nana also promised the General 

^ Gomasta, gomaslitab, s. Hind., from Persian gumasJiia, part, appointed, delegated. A 
native agent or factor. — "A Glossary of Anglo-Indian AVords and Phrases,” by Colonel Henry 
Yiilc and .:Arthiir Coke Burnell. 
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and other officers liis personal assistance. The Nana had thought him- 
self aggrieved by British Government refusing to continue to him the 
pension allotted to Bajee Rao, on the score of his being an adopted 
son only. 

June ^nd . — The officers found rebellion increasing every day, and 
therefore entrenched themselves round hospital. All Europeans, with 
supplies and ammunition and one lakh of rupees, went into their en- 
trenchment on Tuesday, June 2nd. Some Mududgar* told the 2nd 
Cavalry that the sahibs were undermining their barracks, and unless 
they (the 2nd Cavalry) left their lines, they would be blown up. The 
cavalr}'’ then broke out, and at midnight of June Ith, the 2nd Cavahy. 
The Gillis (1st Native Infantry) broke out, and went to bum the bunga- 
lows in the direction of the treasury and magazine. The}' plundered 
the treasury containing near thirteen lakhs, and took it away; Es. 90,000 
left behind for want of carriage; this plundered by people. The maga- 
zine was taken by Nana Dhoondoo Punt, who had two guns; the 
guns and ammunition were taken by the Nana, and the sepoys to 
fight the British. Tlie Nana placed himself at their head saying, I 
came in appearance to help the British, but am at heart their mortal 
enemy. 

Jxme 6th . — The 5th June the Nana established himself in maga- 
zine, and released the prisoners, about 400 in number. He opened the 
armoury, and gave every prisoner any arms he wanted on condition of 
remaining with him. Crowds of men armed themselves from the 
armoury ; very many sent ar.ms, &c., to their homes. 

The cavalry and regiment wished to go to Delhi to assist the King, 
saying they would present the treasure and ammunition to him. They 
went out to Kulleanpore with the Nana. But two regiments, the 56th 
and 53i'd, had up to this time remained faithful, though grieved at the 
order of the cartridge. The mutinous regiments returned to canton- 
ment; sent for the officers (Native) and sepoys of 56th and 53rd Native 
Infantry, and after some time, and after saying that they should be 
outcasts of religion, they persuaded them; the rebels told the 56th and 
63rd they would destroy themselves on the parade, unless they joined, 
and the disgrace to their religion would be on their heads ; the 56Lh and 
53rd then- joined. The officers fell on the ground before the scpoy.s, and 
most of them were allowed to go to the entrenched camp. The four 
regiments then went to Kulleanj^ore. 


,t:.. ai'K-r; protector; nlly j au.viliary ; an assistant, an ucccsson'.-r 
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When the Nana saw that all the regiments were anxioQs to leave 
for Delhi, he called the officers and sepoys and told them it was not pro- 
per to go to Delhi until all Eui'opeans — men, women, and children — 
were destroyed ; they agreed to return, and the whole rebel army returned 
on June 6th, and encamped near subadar’s tank, and placed one 24- 
pounder at west, one 6-ponndcr at north, one 6-pounder at east, and 
began to fire at hospital, where Europeans were collected. 

Supplies of ammunition were got by rebels from magazine. From 
that date all has been confusion ; the shops of the city are plundered ; 
Hindus cry out, “ Ram, Ramchunder is King ; Mussalmans claim their 
head.” 

Houses of Bahin Alice and the sons of Nawab Aga Meer were 
sun’ounded by rebels and looted, and have taken them under charge. 
The houses of cantonments have been burnt. The English keep up a 
perpetual fire, suspending onlj' during heat of day ; rebels keep up afire 
night and day. 

June 7th . — On 7th June firing eontinued. Darogah Azim AH 
Khan had come in from Lucknow ; the cavalry found him, and extorted 
one lakh of rupees, shattered his house. The Dai’ogah was taken prisoner 
before Nana, who threatened to tie him to a hot gun, but he was released 
on payment of money. 

The rebels have. murdered eveiy Christian, they could find. . 

June 8 th . — On 8th June shooting as usual, and a number -of 
women and children brought prisoners before the Nana, and mui'dered 
by his orders. Zemindars of neighbourhood fighting amongst themselves 
in payment of old quarrels. Sepoys, making for their homes with 
plundered treasure, have been deprived of their plunder, and, if any 
excuse made, immediately murdered. 

June 9th . — Cannonading as usual. Report that General Wheeler 
had been slightly wounded. One person brought a paper to the Nana 
from the camp, in which the officers demanded of him the reason of 
his opposition ; they^ offered to go to Calcutta if permitted ; the officers 
protested against his conduct in butchering women and children ; the 
Hana in repl_y recommenced cannonading. 

J^vne 10th . — Cannonading as usual. One man, one woman, and 
three children, and one miss,' were travelling down. The head of the 
' family had been murdered on, the road, but these were let go. The 
cavalry got hold of them, and took them to Nana, who ordered them 
be killed immediately ; they’’ were all taken on parade and shot. 
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June lltli . — Gatinonading as usual ; English returning but few 
shots. At night twenty Europeans came out and attached the 
6-pounder in position at the west ; they spiked the gun, killed ten or 
twelve sepoys, and returned ; two Europeans killed ; the Nana at this 
was very angry. The sepoys plundered bazaar everywhere. Two 
women of family of Macintosh found disguised, taken before jSTana and 
butchered. 

June 12tli . — Cannonading as usual. Report that Europeans were 
coming on boats to relieve. Gavalr}^ and two companies sent -svestward 
to make inquiries. They found that 126 men, women, and children were 
in a boat sick ; they had gone to Nynee Tal, and left in hopes of getting 
to Calcutta ; these were apprehended, brought before the Nana, who 
ordered all to be killed, and they were murdered. One 3 ’oung lady, 
daughter of a General, told the Nana it was cowardly to butcher ^yomen 
and children, told him to remember that the day of retribution would 
come, and it would be severe ; she wns then murdered. DMc chokies, 
&c., destroyed. Telegraph cut to pieces. Boats had been collected, all 
stopped lest Christians should escape. Import of grain stopped, and 
prices very high. 


The above is not a literal translation, but a rough one of extract 
from a large Persian paper given by the author. TJie writer remained 
at Cawnpore, he saj^s, until the ISth; that General Wheeler was then 
fighting ; that he heard firing up to the evening of the 20th ; that on 
16th an infantiy and two cavaliy regiments had joined from Lucknow, 
but that only two or three companies’ strength of the rebellious troops 
■were remaining, the rest having deserted. That .the Nana was angry 
with the sepo)'s, &c., and the latter had declared they ■u'ould murder 
him when the English were destroyed. The English camp -was intact 
up to date of his leaving, and kept up a small fire from cannon ; they 
were very badly off for supplies, but had sugar, sugar-balls, and good 
supply of grain, a few goats, and sheep, and bullocks, but no means of 
cooking food. Countr}' -west of Futtchpore was quiet. SoAvars of 2nd 
Cavah^’^ on road east of Futtehpore. Bands of jduuderers ravaging 
countr}’, plundering travellers, &c. 

(Sd.) M. IT. COUET, 

MagisiritCc. 
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I beg to fora-iiixl this copy at once; it has just been made out in 
time for post, and I have not time to 'Wiite a lettei*. 

(True copy,) 

AnnAHABAD, ■) (5d.) J. Gr. 2\EILL, Licut.-Coh, 

The 23rd June ISoT. j Commanding AUahalad. 


Cojiy of Froclamations issued hg order of Naxa Sxmis,~dafcd Isl Jnlg 18o7. 

As by the kindness of God and the Ihhal or Good Fortune of the 
Emperor, all the Christians who Avei-e at Delhi, Poona, Satara and 
other i)laces, and even those 5,000 European soldiers who went in dis- 
guise into the former city aud were discovered, are destroyed and sent 
to hell by the j)iou3 and sagacious troops who are firm to their religion, 
and as the 3 '^ liave been all conquered by the present Government, and as 
no trace is left of them in these places, it is the duty of all the subjects 
aud servants of the Government to rejoice at the delightful intelligence 
and to carry on their respective work with comfort and ease. 


1st July lSo7. 

As by the bounty of the glorious Almighty God and the enemy 
destroying fortune of the Emperor, the yellow face and narrow-minded 
people have been sent to hell and Cawnpore has been conquered, it is 
necessarj’-. that all the subjects and landholders should be as obedient 
to the present Government as thej" have been to the former one* that 
all Government servants should jiromptly and cheerfully enga:?e their 
whole mind in executing the ordei-s of Government ; that it is'the in- 
cumbent duty of alUhe ryots and landed proprietors of every district 
and pergunnah to rejoice on the thought that the Christians have been 
sent to hell, and both the Hindu and Mahomedan religions have been 
confirmed, and that they should as usual be obedient to the authorities 
of the pergunnahs, and never to suffer any complaint agaiiisb them- 
selves to reach the ears of higher authorities. 


Order, dated oth July lSo7, to the City Kotwal, Tjy.Sxsx Sahib. 

It has come to our notice that some of the city peoples having 
heaid the rumour of the arrival of the European soldiers at Allahabad 
are deserting their houses and going out into the districts. You are 
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therefore directed to proclaim in each lane and street of the city that 
regiments of cavaliy, iufantiy, and batteries lieve been despatched to 
check the Europeans either at Allahabad or Futtelipore, that the people 
should tlierefoi’e remain in their houses without any appreheusiou, and 
engage their minds in carrying on their work. 


A hrief account, hy Mr. Shepherd, of the outhreaJc at Gaionim'c, 
and the disasters ichich resulted therefrom to the Gliristian 
commimity of the station. 


August i29, 1857. 

Previous to the outbreak at Cawnpore, reports of different kinds 
were afloat in the station, from all of Avhich it was ascertained that the 
Native soldiery, whenever the}’' should break out into open mutiny, 
would on no account molest or hurt the European community at Cawn- 
pore ; and the informers employed by General Sir Hugh Wheeler on all 
occasions confirmed the same. They i-eportcd that the throe infantry 
regiments (1st, o3rd, and 56th) appeared well disposed towards our Go- 
vernment, with the exception of a few sepoys of really bad character ; 
but that the 2nd Regiment, Light Cavalry (who were discontented), wore 
endeav'ouring to persuade them to rebel, when all should join and pro- 
ceed in a body together to Delhi, after irossessing themselves of all the 
Government money lodged in the Collector’s treasury, wliich they pro- 
posed taking on as a present to the newly-created king there, whom 
they acknowledged to be their true sovereign. 

Under the above supposition, the European merchants and others 
of the station, though they had at first provided themselves with boats 
and other means of escape from Cawnpore, abandoned the idea of desert- 
ing this place ; the only precaution that appeared to be necessary was 
to avoid the fury of the mutineers at the moment the outbreak might 
take place. 

For this purpose almost the whole of the non-military residents 
were promised shelter in the entrenched camp then under preparation 
under the General’s directions ; this promise appears to have completely 
satisfied them, and all determined to stay at Cawnpore. 

The General at the same Liiiie took the precaution to direct the 
Commissariat to lay in, in the entrenchment, a supply ofatta,dall, ghee, 
salt, rice, tea, sugar, rum and malt-litpior, &c., calculated to last for 
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thirty days for about 1,000 persons; this was accordingly done, though 
not quite in full of indents, in consequence of some mismanagement on 
the part of the newlj''- created purchasing agent, Chunna Mull. 

The Assistant Commissary (Mr. Eeily), in charge of the magazine, 
was directed to blow up the magazine the moment an outbreak should 
take place. 

The Collector of Cawnpore (Mr. Hillersdon) was also directed to 
convey away all his treasure from the treasury into the entrenchment, 
but under certain circumstances (which I have not been able convctly to 
ascertain) it was not done. 

About this time the Nana of Bithoor offered his services, and, pre- 
tending to be a most faithful subject of Government, undertook to protect 
the treasury in conjunction with our own sepoy guard with a couple of 
his guns and about 2,000 men in his employ ; very great confidence ap- 
pears to have been placed in him, and his services were accepted ; and 
in the meantime about a lakh or upwards of rupees were withdrawn and 
placed in the entrenchment, under the plea of meeting the salaries of the 
troops, &c., for Maj’’, leaving about eight-and-a-half lakhs in the treasury. 

The Executive Commissariat and pay officers with all their records 
and treasure-chests were removed from the west side of the canal into 
bungalows adjacent to the entrenchment. 

On the 3rd of J une it was thought proper not to keep any public 
money under the sepoy guard at the office, and accordingly the 
Commissariat treasure-chest, containing about Rs. 34,000 in cash, and 
the Government paper deposits of gomashtas and others, together 
with the cash-book, security deposit and other important books, 
were taken into the entrenchment, and placed in the quarter-guard 
there. 

About sun-set on that date, the 3rd Oudh Horse Battery which 
had been sent for our assistance some few days ago from Lucknow (and 
had been ordered to proceed towards Futtehgurh, to quell a disturbance 
in that quarter, but since recalled), joined the entrenchment. 

About three days previously, reports becoming very strong of the 
mutinous intentions of the Cavalrjq all the non-military Christian resi- 
dents removed into the church and other buildings near to the entrench- 
ment. 

On the 4th, many more important books, stock and cash ledgers, 
relief report (then nearly finished), books of regulations, &c., -were also 
taken by the Commissariat officer into the entrenchment. 
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The 2nd Cavalry, finding that they could not prevail upon the In- 
fantry regiments to join them, determined to go off, and under the- plea 
of having received some real or imaginary slight from the officers of their 
corps, on a sudden, at about 2 o’clock in the morning of the 5th of June, 
rose in a body with a great shout, mounted their horses, and on leaving 
their lines set fire to the bungalow of their quartermaster-sergeant. 
(Thence proceeding to the Commissariat cattle-yard, they took posses- 
sion of the Government elephants, thirty-six in number, at the same 
time setting fire to the cattle-sergeant’s bungalow, 

Whilst the main body proceeded towards Nawabgunge, a few of 
the ringleaders went to the lines of the 1st Kegiment Native Infantry, 
and used their persuasive powers so well as to succeed in getting the 
men (who were mostly young recmits, the old hands being away on leave 
or on commands), to join them. 

It is to be spoken to the credit of the men of the 1st Native In- 
fantry, that when they agreed to go away with the mutineers, they first 
begged of their officers (who had been for some time in the habit of 
sleeping in the quarter-guard of the regiment to ensure confidence), to 
leave them, and ultimately forced them to go away into the entrench- 
ment without hurting them. 

This corps left its lines about half-an-hour after the cavalry. ■ As 
the latter left with a shout, an alarm-gun was fired from our camp, and 
the non-military community all taken into the entrenchment from the 
church compound. Nearly all. the bungalows on the west side of the 
canal were that day plundered and afterwards set fire to, so that there 
was nothing but large blazes of fire to be seen in that direction. 

At about 7 o’clock A.M., three or four officers went on horseback 
towards the assembly rooms ; and on their return, the 3rd Oudh Horse 
Battery was ordered to pursue the rebels, accompanied by a company 
of European soldiers. These went as far as the canal, but were recalled, 
owing to an apprehension that the 63rd and 56th Native Infantry, who 
were still in their lines in our rear, might attack us, when the remaining 
men would not be sufficient to defend the entrenchment. 

The two last-named Native regiments showed signs, at 9 o’clock, 
of their also joining in the rebellion ; and about half-an-hour after, nearly 
the •whole of the Native commissioned officers (about thirty or thirty-five 
in number), came to the General, and reported that their remonstrances 
to the sepo 3 ’S were of no avail, who had also that morning been tam- 
peicd ■\sith by the cavalr}-, and appeared determined to go off. While 
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they -were yet speaking the bugle sounded ; and presently after we could ■ 
see the two regiments drawn up in columns on their parade-ground,- 
showing a defying front ; but a shot or two from our long gun immedia- 
tely dispersed them, and sent them at a full gallop round their lines on 
the outside road leading to Delhi, and branching off to Nawabgunge, 
where their rebellious brethren were then stationed. 

The Native commissioned officers were then told to take their posi- 
tion in the Artillery Hospital Barrack, opposite to us on the east side, 
and to make an entrenchment for themselves there, and endeavour 
to draw back those of the sepoys and Native non-commissioned officers, 
who, they said, were not inclined to go, but were reluctantly compelled 
to join. These officers went away, with one or two exceptions, and we 
never heard any more about them ; but I learnt afterwards, that fearing 
the resentment of the sepoys they took the straight way to their 
homes and never joined in the rebellion. 

Carts were sent at noon to bring in from the sepoy lines the 
muskets, &c., of the men on leave, and the baggage, &c., of the Chris- 
tian drummers, w^ho with their families had all come to seek protection 
in the entrenchment. The sick in hospital were also brought in, and 
the two barracks were very much crowded, so much so that the drummers 
and their families and Native servants had to remain in the oi)en air at 
night, and under cover of the cook-house and other buildings, during 
the heat of the day. 

At 5 o’clock in the evening, all the uncovenanted (myself and my 
brother included), were mustered, and directed to arm themselves with 
muskets of which there was a great heap. This they did ; and, after 
receiving a sufficient quantity of ammunition were told off in different 
sections under the command of several officers who instructed us as to 
what we should have to do when occasion required. 

It is reported that when the mutineers reached Nawabgunge, 
the Nana came out to receive them ; and, taking them with him proceed- 
ed to the treasury, where he had all the Government elephants well 
laden with the public money ; and while this was being done, word was 
brought that the other turn regimeuts. (53rd and 66th Native Infantry) 
were also coming to join. This so pleased the Nana, that he gave up 
the remaining cash as a general plunder to the rebels ; after which they 
set fire to the records and to the building, and destroyed the Collector’s 
kutchery. 

This done, the whole mob moved on to the magazine (wffiich, un- 
fortunately, had not been ,j)ermitted, by the sepoy guard placed there, 
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to be blown up), where they halted until carts and other Carriage could 
be procured from the city and neighbouring villages ; they then loaded 
their baggage, and took as much small ammunition as they could, and 
marched off about 5 o’clock in the afternoon to Kulleanpore (being one 
stage on the road to Delhi), leaving a small body of cavahy to complete 
the work of destructiori, i. e., firing the remaining bungalows that had 
been missed during the day, and which work they continued to perform 
nearly the whele night. 

That same evening (5th ' of June) the Golundauzes* of the Srd- 
Oudh Horse Battery showed signs of disaffection, and were sent away 
from our entrenchment after being disarmed. Had these not left, I 
W’^as told the General would have sent two guns to Nawabgunge to pre- 
vent the mutineers returning, as due information of their, movements 
was brought to our camp ; but being well assured that, according to the 
reports previousl}’^ made by the informers, the rebels did not contemplate 
attacking us, no further precaution appears to have been deemed neces- 
sary ; othenvise this would have been a good opportunity to set fire to 
the large quantity of powder still remaining in the magazine. 

The above Golundauzes, it is reported, then proceeded to the camp 
of the mutineers, and going to the Nana who also was there set before 
him the advantages likely to be derived by attacking the English in 
their entrenchment, since there was so large a quantity of powder and 
guns of different sizes, with other ammunition, quite at hand, besides 
the .thirty-fiv'e or.foi'ty boat-loads of shot and shell lying in the canal 
(which, on account of the unsettled state of the country, were unable 
to proceed to Roorkee, where they had originally been consigned from 
Cawnpore, and had only just returned). It was therefore, it appears, 
agreed upon to return next morning and attack us ; for early on the 
morrow, the 6th of June, information was brought that the mutineers 
were coming upon us, and every preparation was accordingly made for 
our defence. 

In the meantime the rebels secured all oar magazine work-j)eopIe, 
classies,-}- &c., and made them assist in jrutting up a few heavy guns in 
serviceable order ; and, employing Government bullocks, of which they 
bad also full possession, brought out about half-a-dozen guns (two of ’ 
which were 18-pounders, and the other smaller) ; and placing them in a 
range under cover of the newly-built lines of the 1st Native Infantry, 

+ Khala"'ior^ Dictionarj, Platts. 
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commeuced playing upon us. The first shot was fired at about half- 
past 10 A.M., and immediately on hearing the report of the gun a 
bugle sounded in our camp, “All hands to your arms,” and accordingly 
every individual, from a drummer or writer, to the regimental officers, 
all spread themselves out under the walls, or rather mounds of the en- 
trenchment, which had been hastily built up about breast-high. 
Here we sat nearly all day, exposed to the hot winds and scorching sun 
of the month of June, every moment expecting an open-handed attack 
from the Infantry and Cavalry. This the enemy, however, never attemp- 
ted, though at times large bodies of armed men could be seen collect- 
ed in. different places. Our Artillery kept up a brisk fire, and returned 
nearly every shot of the mutineers. In the meantime the latter com- 
menced setting fire to the bungalows on our, or the east, side of the 
canal, and bringing round their guns closer up to us, behind the riding- 
school and the compound walls of buildings most suited to them. 

The exact strength of our -own people is not known to me, but 
from memory I ^ve the detail below.* Those of the European 
soldiers I have since ascertained from daily indents in the possession of 
Thakoordas, Artillery Gomashta, who had hid himself in the city. 

We had eight guns, viz., two brass ones of the 3rd Oudh Battery, 
two 9-pounder long guns, and four of smaller size. For these sufficient 
ammunition had previously been taken, and buried underground. The 

* lat Company, 6th Battalion, Artillery ... ... ... 61 

Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment ... ... ... 84 

1st European Fusiliers ... ... ... ... 15 

Her Majesty’s 84th Foot ... ... ... ... 50 

210 

..OfiBcers of the three Native Infantry, Cavalry, and others, with the staff ... 100 ' 
Merchants, writers, and others, about ... ... ... 100 . 

Drummers, about ... ... ... .. 40 

140 

' Women and children of soldiers, about ... ... ... 160 

Women and children of writers, merchants, and drummers ... 120 

Ladies and children of officers ... ... ... ... 50 

330 

Servants, coohs, and others, after a great number had absconded, on 
hearing the enemy’s guns firing .... ... 100 

Sick sepoys and Native officers who remained with us ... ■ ... 20 

— - 120 


Total 


900 
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"WAS ms-ds round tliQ liospitnl Imrrnclis of tlio old EurO'* 
pean Infantry (between the soldiers’ church and the new unfinished 
European lines), and of the two buildings thus inclosed, one had thatched 
roofing, over which a covering of tiles was hastily thrown to prevent its 
easily catching fire. None of the Native writers, Bengalees and others 
in Government offices or merchants’ employ, went into the entrench- 
ment ; they remained in the city, where they appear to have received 
much annoyance from the mutineers, and some had to hide themselves 
to save their lives. The Commissariat contractors all discontinued 
their supplies from the 6th, or rather were unable to bring them in, 
from the way the mutineers surrounded the entrenchment on all sides, 
permitting no ingress or egress at any time except under cover of the 
night. 

On the 7th, the enemy increased the number of their guns, some 
of which were of the largest size available. ' The 24-pounder guns, of 
which they had three or four, proved very destructive on account of 
their proximity to us ; the shots from them were fired with such force 
as to bring down whole pillars of the verandahs, and go through the 
pukka walls of the hospital barracks. 

We had but one well in the middle of the entrenchment, and the 
enemy kept up their fire so incessantly, both day and night, that it 
was as much as giving a man’s “ life-blood ” to go and draw a bucket of 
water, and while there was any water remaining in the large jars, usually 
kept in the verandah for the soldiers’ use, nobody ventured to the well ; 
but after the second day, the demand became so great that a bheestie bag 
of water was with difficulty got for five rupees, and a bucket for a rupee, 
as most of the servants of officers and merchants had deserted, and it 
therefore became a matter of necessity for every person to fetch his own 
W'ater, which Avas usually done during the night when the enemy 
could not well direct their shots ; in fact, after the first three days’ 
incessant firing the rebels made it a practice, usually at about candle 
light, to cease for about tivo hours, and at that time the crowd round 
the Avell Avas very great. 

There was no place to shelter the live cattle ; horses of private 
gentlemen, as also those of the 3rd Oudh Battery, Avere obliged to be, 
let loose. A feAv sheep and goats, as A\'-ell as bullocks kept for Commis- 
sariat purposes, AA'ere shot off, and in the course of five or six days, no 
meat was to be got for the Europeans. They, however, now and again 
managed to get hold of a stray bullock or cow near the entrenchment 
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at night, which served for a change ; otherwise dal and chuppaties 
was the common food of all : several hogsheads of mm and malt-liquor 
were also hurst by the enemy’s cannon, but of this there was a large 
quantity, and the loss was not felt. 

On the evening of the second day of the firing, the 7th June/ T 
received a bullet wound (fortunately a spent shot fired from the riding- 
school) in my bach, whilst standing a sentry under the walls of the 
entrenchment, which kept me off duty for nearly a week ; however, I 
could observe the movements of the enemy, who had us well surround- 
ed in the course of four or five days with cannon, and the musketr}’' of 
the Infantry had no bounds, as they took possession of all the bunga- 
lows, compound walls, out-buildings, &c., that had been burnt down, 
and were nearest to our camp : the church, which was also fired, 
proved to be the most annoying to us, as also the newly built (unfinished) 
European barracks. Their encroachment, however, in the latter quarter 
was usually checked by the vigilance of a most brave and energetic 
ofl&cer. Captain Moore, of Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot, who, though 
severely hurt in one of his arms, never gave himself the least rest ; but 
wherever there appeared most danger, he was sure to be foremost, with 
his arm in a sling and a revolver pistol in his belt, leading and direct- 
ing the men how to act. - This oflScer placed scouts with eye-glasses on 
the top of one of the unfinished barracks (No. 6, vide sketch), whence 
every movement of the enemy could be seen, and which helped our 
Artillery to dii’ect their shots. The rebel sepoys usually took possession 
of the first three of these barracks (Nos. 1 to 3), but whenever they 
annoyed lis much, or attempted to advance nearer. Captain Moore 
would go out with about a dozen Europeans, in the midst of the most 
brisk firing, and getting under cover of the other barracks, would 
pepper the enemy, so as to soon rout them out of their hiding-places. 
On such occasions the number of killed on the opposite side was consi- 
derable, whereas our men generally escaped unhurt. It was very 
amusing to see the way Captain Moore used to make his men and him- 
self pass from the entrenchment into the unfinished barracks, for 
whenever he found the enemy too strong for the small picket placed 
out - to protect our scouts, and keep possession of the nearest barracks 
(Nos. 5, 6, 7b he would collect a number more volunteers from the 
entrenchment, and send them out one at a time ; as each man ventured 
out, some scores of bullets would be directed towards him, and which 
would make him run as fast as ever his legs would allow ; however, the 
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distance to run in one breath was not very -great, for a lot of convey- 
ances, bullock-trains, &c., were placed at short distances all the way to 
the new barracks. 

This brave officer went out on two occasions, under cover of the 
night, with about twenty-five Europeans at a time, and spiked the 
nearest guns of the enemy. But for the paucity of our soldiers it 
would have been an easy matter to drive away the rebels, who proved 
themselves to be a most cowardly set of men, particularly the Cavalry, 
for very often attempts were made to charge upon us, and notwith- 
standing the very large number of people collected on the enemy’s 
side apparently with that intention under cover of the buildings and 
compound walls nearest to oiir camp, they seldom dared courageously 
to come out, for whenever they advanced, a few charges of canister 
would soon disperse and make them all run away as fast as ever they 
could. 

For the first four or five days of the outbreak our artillery kept 
up a brisk firing, but after that it was considered unadvisable to ex- 
haust our magazine, for the rebels took great care to always keep well 
under cover, and we could not do much execution among them. 

The heat was very great, and what with the fright, want of room, 
want of proper food and care, several ladies and soldiers’ wives, as 
also children, died with great distress ; rnany officers and soldiers also 
were sun-struck from exposure to the hot winds. The dead bodies .of 
our people had to be thrown into a well outside the entrenchment near 
the new unfinished barracks, and this work was generally done at the 
close of each day, as nobody could venture out during the day on 
account of the shot and shell flying in all directions like a hailstorm — 
our entrenchment was strewed with them. The distress was so groat 
that none could offer a word of consolation to his friend or attempt to 
administer to the wants of each other’. I have seen the dead bodies of 
officers, and tenderly brought up young ladies of rank (Colonels’ and 
Captains’ daughters) put outside the verandah amongst the rain, to await 
the time when the fatigue party usually went round to carry the dead to 
the well as above ; for there was scarcely room to shelter the living : 
the buildings were so sadly riddled that every safe corner available 
was considered a great object. 

The enemy now commenced firing live shells well heated with 
the intent of setting fire to the tents of officers in the compound, as 
also to the thatched barrack, which, though hastily covered over with 
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tiles, was not proof against fire. The tents, therefore, had all to he 
struck, as several had thus been burnt, and at last, on the 13th June, 
the barrack also took fire : it was about 5 p. ir., and that evening was 
one of unspeakable distress and trial, for all the wounded and sick 
were in it, also the families of the soldiers and drummers ; the fire 
took on the south side of it, and the breeze being very strong the 
flames spread out so quickly that it was a hard matter to remove the 
wmmen and children, who were all in great confusion, so that the help- 
less wounded and sick could not be removed, and were all burnt down 
to ashes (about forty or upwards, in number). The whole of the medi- 
cines w'ere also there and shared the same fate all that the doctors 
could save was a box or two of surgical instruments, and a small chest 
of medicines, so that, after that was expended, the sick could get no 
medicine. It was perfectly impracticable to save any of the wounded 
or the medicines, in consequence of the insurgents collecting in very 
large bodies in the adjacent compounds and buildings, with their muskets 
and swords read}'- every moment to pounce down upon us, and the men 
were compelled to keep their places under the Avails of the entrench^ 
ment, and could not lend a helping hand to those in the barracks. 

The enemy on this occasion were upwards of 4,000 in number, as 
a reinforcement had only just been received by them from the neigh- 
bouring stations ; and it appears that they had come with full deter- 
mination to make a charge on that occasion, for they made several 
attempts, but were successively repulsed by our artillery. Had they 
come on, there is no doubt they would have defeated us ; but it is 
quite certain that we should have slaughtered more than half of their 
strength, for every man of us Avas determined to sell his life dearly, 
and our arrangement Avas a very good one, for each individual bad five 
or six muskets ready charged at his command, ahvays standing against 
the Avail, besides swords and bayonets. 

Subsequent to this, almost daily attempts Avere made on the part 
of the rebels to take us by storm, but they could not stand our artil- 
lery, and therefore all their cannon was directed upon our guns, Avith 
the intention of disabling them ; in this they so far succeeded that 
out of eight but tAvo sound ones remained when the entrenchment was 
vacated, as AAnll .appear hereafter. 

One morning (I believe it AA’-as the 21st June) a very great mob 
was seen collecting all round our entrenchment ; their dresses AA'ere of 
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clivers patterns and descriptions (for the regular coi’ps of Infantry 
never came out to fight in their full dress; some few had on their 
jackets and caps, others even without the former, and nearly the whole 
dressed like recruits), for a number of Oudh soldiery (or rather, “tag- 
rag and bobtails”) had joined them. It was their intention, as I 
afterwards learned from the city people, not to spare us that day, 
even if they should all die in the attempt ; and the newly-created 
Subadar-Major of the 1st Native Infantry had sworn upon the Gunga- 
jull either to take us or die. 

The enemy brought large bales of cotton with them, and, placing 
them out, they lay under cover of the same, attempting to aiiproach 
us in that manner, by pushing the bales on, at the same time keeping 
uj) a brisk fire with their muskets. 

While this sort of thing was being done towards the south-east 
side from the church compound, the three new barracks (Nos. 1 to 3 
per sketch) were filled with upwards of 500 men, endeavoming to 
drive away our picquet and take possession of the rest, when Cajitain 
Moore again appeared as usual and previously arranging with our 
battery to send grape from the south-west corner, he took about 
twenty-five more men from the entrenchment, and, advancing under 
cover of No. 5 barrack, he sent a few vollies, then, going ahead 
behind No. 4 barrack, he managed to drive them all into Nos. 1 
and 2r where a few rounds of canister routed them out entirely, killing 
about thirty-five or forty of their number. 

In the meantime about 100 of the wretches, under the cotton 
bales from the church compound, advanced in that manner to within 
150 3 mrds of the entrenchment. This was intended as an advanced 
force, for, shortly after, the insurgents in the rear gave a fearful shout, 
and jumping off the compound walls, &c., advanced towards us, led on 
by the above-mentioned Subadar-Major, who was a well-made, power- 
ful man. However, almost the very first shots from our musl'''-‘'0' 
caught him, and immediatelj’’ after, a few rounds of can’*'’''^’ direct 
towards the enemy did great execution, killing and about 

200 of them, and thus causing a general dispersion. 

About the same time as the above, the entrenchmen north- 

cast (Nos. 9 and 10 per sketch) corner of us caused 
for hero about 200 men of the enemy kept up a dreadfr it 

took us about an hour-and-a-half (I was attached to ^‘^^'Hor under 
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Gaiitaiu Kempland, together with Messrs. Schorne, Sheron,. Jacobi, 
coach-buildci'j Duncan, hotel-keeper, and others), with our musketrj’’, to 
silence them. 

This day I saw a very daring and brave act done in our camp 
about midday : one of our ammunition wagons in the north-east 
corner was blown up by the enemy’s shot, and whilst it was blazing the 
batteries from the artillery barracks and the tank directed all their guns 
towards it j our soldiers being much exhausted with the morning’s work, 
and almost every artilleryman being either killed or wounded, it was a 
difficult matter to put out the fire, which endangered the other wagons 
near it ; however, in the midst of all this cannonading, a jmung officer 
of the 53i’d Native Infantry, Lieutenant Delafosse, with unusual cou- 
rage, went up, and la 3 ung himself down under the burning wagon, 
pulled away from it what loose splinter’s. See., he could get hold of, all 
the while throwing earth upon the flames. He was soon joined by two' 
soldiers who brought with them a couple of buckets of water, which 
were very dexterously thrown about by the Lieutenant, and while the 
buckets were taken to be replenished from the drinking-water of the 
men close by, the process of pitching earth was carried on amidst a 
fearful cannonading of about six guns, all firing upon the burning wag- 
on. Thus, at last, the fire was put out, and the officer and men 
escaped unhurt. 

It may easily be imagined that b}'^ this time our barracks were so 
perfectly riddled as to afford little or no shelter, yet the greater xiortion 
of the people preferred to remain in them than to be exposed to the 
heat of the sun outside, although a great many made themselves holes 
under the walls of the entrenchment, covered over with boxes, cots, &c. 
in these, with their wives and children, they AVere secure, at least from 
the shot and shell of the enem}', though not so from the effects of the 
heat, and the mortality from apoplexy AVas considerable. At night, 
hoAA’ever, every person had to sleep out, and take the Avatch in their 
turns, so that nearly the Avhole of the Avomen and children also slept 
under the Avails of the entrenchment near their respective relatives ; 
here the bomb-shells kept them in perpetual dread, for nearly all night 
these shells AA’ere seen coming in the air and bursting in different 
places, often doing mischief. Thus the existence of those that remained 
-alive AA'as spent in perpetual dread and fear. 

The soldiers bad their food prepared by the feAV remaining cooks 
but all the rest had to shift for themseh’es the best Avay they could, and 
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it was sometimes a diflficult matter for manj' who liad uncooked rations 
served to them to provide a mouthful of victuals for themselves and 
children. The soldiers’ cooks and the drummers occasionally lent a 
heljung hand that way, hut not without dentanding and receiving high 
prices for their labour ; thus I have repeatedly paid a rupee-and-a-half, - 
and two ruiiees, for the cooking of one meal of dal and cJm'px>atics, and 
that, too, often not properly done. 

It is beyond description to attempt to give a detail of the innumer- 
able troubles and distresses to which all in the entrenchment were 
subjected. The poor wounded and sick were objects of real commisera- 
tion, for their state was exceedingly wretched. 

The stench, also, from the dead bodies of horses and other animals 
that had been shot in the compound and could not be removed, as also 
the unusually great influx of flies, rendered the i^ace extremely dis- 
agreeable. 

Thus it will not be wondered at when I say that many persons 
were exceedingly anxious to get out of the entrenchment and go into 
the cit}’’, thinkiug, from want of better informatioii^ that they would be 
very secure there ; in fact, several went out quietly in the night un'ler 
this impression, and, as I afterwards learnt, were murdered by the 
rebels, 

Amongst others, my own family (con-sisting of wife and a daughter, 
my infant daughter having died from a musket-shot in the head, on the 
ISth), two nieces. Misses Fro-st and Batavia, both seventeen years of 
age, a sister and her infant son, a brother twenty-two years old, and 
two old ladies, wished very much to leave, but could not do so on account 
of our large number ; it was, therefore, considered expedient that one 
should go and ascertain how matters stood in the city. 

With this view I applied to the General, on the 24th June, for 
permission to go, at the same time offering to bring him all the current 
infoi-mation that I might collect in the city; asking as a condition that 
on my return, if I should wish it, my family might be allowed to leave 
the entrenchment. This my request was granted, as the General wished 
vei-y much to get such information, and for which purpose he had pre- 
viously sent out two or three Natives at different times, under promises 
of high rewards, but who never returned. He at the same time instruct- 
ed me to tiy and negotiate with certain influential parties in the city, 
so as to bring about a rupture among the rebels, and cause them to 
leave off annoying us, authorising me to offer a lakh of rupees as a reward. 
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with handsome pensions for life, to anj’’ person who would bring about 
such a thing. This, I ha^m every reason to think, could have been 
carried out successfully, had it pleased God to take me out unmolested ; 
but it was not so ordained (it was merely a mean's, under God’s pro- 
vidence, to save me from sharing the fate of the rest), for as I came out 
of the entrenchment disguised as a native cook, and passing through 
the new unfinished barracks, had not gone very far, when I was taken 
a prisoner, and under custody of four sepoys and a couple of sowars, 
all well armed, was escorted to the camp of the Nana, and was ordered 
to be placed under a guard : here several questions were put to me con- 
cerning our entrenchment (not by the Nana himself, but by some of his 
peojfie), to all of which I replied as I was previously instructed b}*^ our 
General, for I had taken the precaution of 'asking him what I should 
say in case I was taken. My answers were not considered satisfactory, 
and I was confronted with two women servants who, three days pre- 
viously, had been caught in making their escape from the enti’enchment, 
and who gave a version of their own, making it appear that the English 
were starving, and notable to hold out much longer, as their number was 
greatly reduced. I, however, stood firm to wdiat I had first mentioned, 
and they did not know which party to believe. However, they let us 
alone. I was kept under custody up to the 12th July, on which date 
my trial took place, and I was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment 
in irons, with hard labour, from which I was released by the European 
troops on the morning of the l7th idem. The trials and distresses I 
_ experienced, and the many narrow escapes from death I have had during 
the time I was in the hands of the enemy, will form a distinct part of 
this narrative as, from its being of a personal nature, and fearing it 
may not prove interesting to the public, I have omitted it here. 

Before proceeding further upon what took place in the entrench- 
ment after I left, I must not forget to mention that our people dreaded 
nothing more than the setting in of the rains, which would have been a 
calamity exceedingly distressing ; for, in the first place, the holes dug 
in the ground by the soldiers and others to secure themselves and 
children from the effects of the sun and the shot and shell of the enemy, 
would have been filled up ; secondly, the walls of the barracks, which till 
then afforded some little shelter, were in danger of coming down, having 
been well shaken in many places by the 24-pounder and 18-pounder 
shots, so incessantl}’- fifed for eighteen daj’s ; and again, our muskets 
would have been rendered useless.' for there were a £?reat mauv of them, 
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and the men were quite unable to* clean them all. The muskets were 
always kept ready loaded, so that, when occasion should require it, 
each man could use u^Dwards of half-a-dozen aj)ioce. In a word, one 
good shower of rain (such as generally takes place at the first fall) 
would have rendered the place pei-fectly uninhabitable and extremely 
insecure. 

It is true there were provisions yet left to keep the people alive on 
half rations for the next fifteen or twenty days. Of grain we had a 
large quantit}^ and it formed the principal food of all the Natives with 
us, which they preferred to cdta and dall, as it gave them no trouble as 
regards cooking, for a little soaking in water was sufficient to make it 
fit to eat, and many scrupulous Hindus lived the whole period entirely 
upon it ; but, taking into consideration all the distressing circum- 
stances related above, our brave men repeatedly requested permission to 
be allowed to sail}’’ out at night and take possession of the eneinj^'s 
guns, or, in case of failure, die an honorable death, rather than bo 
thus tormented bj'’ a set of cowardl}’’ natives. Many officers also were 
of the same opinion, but from a false hope of receiving a reinforcement 
from Lucknow, and the exceeding great, though natural, attachment of 
the females to their respective husbands, fathers, and brothers, such a 
course was put off from day to da)^ which, if attempted, would without 
doubt have been attended with complete success, as I learn that 
latterly the cannons used to be almost entirely abandoned by the 
soldiery during the night, and only a few Golundauzes kept loading and 
firing them ; the musketry was kept U 2 i by a handful of sepoys placed 
here and there, more for appearance sake than with any intention of 
doing us much injury, though during the da}”^ it was not so, but, on 
the contrary, every exertion appeared to be used by the wretches to 
torment us ; and, as I now find, it was a matter of veiy great wonder 
and astonishment not onlj' to the rebels, but to every individual in and 
near about Cawnpore, how it was possible for a mere handful of people 
to exist so long under such difficulties, without suing for peace or 
offering terms. However, such a course was in contemplation in the 
entrenchment when I left (as above on the 24th June). But instead 
of a i^roposal of this nature coming from our camp, that same after- 
noon a message was sent by the Nana to General Wheeler, offering to 
let him and all his people go to Allahabad unmolested, if he would 
consent to vacate the entrenchment and abandon Cawnpore, and at the 
same time make over to him all the public treasure, the guns and 
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magazines in the camp. ■ This message ‘W'as brought by a very aged 
European lady, Mrs. Greenway, who, wifch one of her three surviving 
sons, Edward Greenway (of the firm of Greenway Brothers), and some 
others of her relatives, had sought refuge in a village belonging to the 
firm called Najafgurh, about sixteen miles from Oawnpoi’e, thinking 
that the insurgents would not proceed so far away to molest them ; in 
this, however, they were mistaken, like all the rest in Oawnpore, for 
the ISTana soon found them out, and would have killed them there and 
then ; but, for a promise on their part to give a ransom of a lakh of 
rupees, they were kept alive, and taken care of. 

- Thus this poor aged but respectable lady was made the medium 
of communication between the rebel Chief and the British General 
at Cawnpore. 

I would here beg to be understood that what I now write has been 
gathered from different sources ; for I was placed in gaol, and had not 
the opportunity to see for myself: however, I have taken care to con- , 
vince myself of the authenticity of the information I herein insert. 

The followiug day (25th June) was fixed by the General for an 
interview with any person whom the Nana might appoint to arrange 
matters ; and accordingly at about noon a man by the name of Azimoollah, 
with a few of the ringleaders, sowars of the 2nd Light Cavalry, came 
to the camp, and were received by the General in one of the unfinished 
barracks outside the entrenchment (No. 6 as per sketch). 

Azimoollah, who could read and write English, attemjDted to open 
the conversation in that language, but was prevented from doing so by 
the sowars. It was agreed, upon the part of our General, that all the 
Government money, the magazine in the entrenchment, with the guns 
(two only of which were in serviceable order, the rest having been 
injured and rendered useless by the enemy’s cannon), be made over to 
the Nana ; and in return the Nana should provide tonnage, and permit 
every individual in the entrenchment to proceed to Allahabad unmolested. 
This agreement was drawn up in writing, signed, sealed, and ratified by 
a solemn oath, by the Nana. 

All hostile proceedings were stopped on both sides from the evening 
of the 24th. The 26th Avas employed by the English people in 
preparing for their journey ; and a few officers rvere allowed to go on 
elephants to see the boats, provided as above. ■ 

On tli,e morning of the 2Tth a number of carts, doolies, hhd 
elephants, were sent to the entrenchment by the Nana, to enable the 
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women and children and sick to pi’oceed to the river side. It is reported 
that the persons that came out -that morning from the entrenchment 
amounted to about 450 ; and a general plunder took place of what 
property the officers and others were obliged to abandon in the 
entrenchment. 

The men and officers were allowed to take their arms and ammuni- 
tion with them, and were escorted by nearly the whole of the rebel 
army. 

It was about 8 o’clock A.M. when all reached the river side, a 
distance of about a mile-and-a-half; those that embarked first managed 
to let their boats go ; thus thi'ee or four boats got off a short distance, 
though deserted by their crew^s ; but the rest found difficulty in pushing 
them off the banks, as the rebels had previously had them placed as 
high in the mud as possible, on purpose to cause delaj'-. 

In the meantime the report of three guns was heard from the jSTana’s 
camp, which was the signal (as previously arranged) for the mutineers 
to fire upon and kill all the English ; and accordingly the Avork of 
destruction commenced. The boats’ ciws and others Avere ordered to 
get aAvay ; some of the boats Avere set on fire, and Amlley upon volley of 
musketry Avas fired upon the poor fugitives, numbers of AvhoiAi Avere 
killed on the spot ; some fell overboard, and attempted to escape by 
SAvimming, but Avere picked off by the bullets of the sepoys, Avho, 
followed them on shore, and in breast-deep Avater. A feAv boats crossed 
over to the opposite bank, but there a regiment of Native Infantry 
(the 17th) just arrived from Azimgurh, had placed itself in' such a 
manner as to prevent their escape. The boats were then seized upon 
on both banks, the river not being very broad, and every man that 
survived was put to the sword. The Avomen and children, most of 
Avhom were wounded, some Avith three or four bullet-shots in them, AAmre 
spared and brought to the Nana’s camp, and placed in a pukka build- 
ing, called “ Subada Kothee, ” and for the first three days no attention 
AA\as paid to them, beyond giving them a small quantity of parched grain 
each daily for food, and Avater to drink, leaving them to lie on the hard 
ground Avithout any sort of bedding, mats, &c. 

One young lady, however, was seized upon (reported to be General 
"Wheeler’s daughter) and taken away by a trooper, of the 2nd Light • 
CaA’^alry to his home, Avhere she at night, finding a favorable oppor- 
tunitj’-, secured the trooper’s SAvord, and with it, after killing him and 
three others, threAV herself into a Avell and Avas killed. 
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At sunset of the same day (27 th of June) the Nana had a general 
review of all his troops, said to consist of corps, or portions of corps, 
noted below,* and which had joined at Cawnpore, from time to 
time, since the 6th of June 1857, which assembled on the plain of 
Subada, on the north of our vacated entrenchment. Here three salutes 
were fired from the heavy guns, one of twenty-one guns for the Nana 
as Sovereign; nineteen for his brother, Balia Sahib, as Governor- 
General; seventeen guns for Jowalla Pershaud (a Brahmin), as Com- 
mander-in-Chief : after which the so-called Governor-General gave a 
short speech to the army, praising them for their great courage and 
bravery in obtaining a complete victory over the British at Cawnpore 
and promising them a lakh of rupees as a reward for their labours which, 
however, was put off from day to day, and the army never saw a pice of 
it. 

The Nana and his staff then returned to their tents, under the 
sarne salutes. 

In the meantime, people followed after the advance boats, W'hich 
had gone adrift at the first setting off, and which contained a good 
number of officers, soldiers, and their* families ; they went a few miles, 
but returned without success. The boats did not, however, escape alto- 
gether, but were captured by the zemindar of Dowreea Kheyra, named 
Babu Rambux, near Futtehpore ; and the fugitives, about 115, were all 
sent back on carts to the Nana : they reached on the 1st of July, and on 
the evening of the same day all men and officers, about seventy-five or 
eighty, were killed in cold blood ; an officer’s lady with her child clung 
to her husband so that it was impossible to separate them, and they 
were killed together. The women and children on this occasion arnount- 
ed to about thirty-five in number, making a total of the prisoners, in- 


* 2nd Light Cavalry ; the 1st, 53rd, and 56th Regiments, Native Infantry, of Cawnpore. 
1st and 2nd Oudh Irregular Cavalry ; two regiments of Oudh Native Infantry, from 
Luclcnow. 

17th Regiment, Native Infantry; 13th Irregular Cavalry, from Azimgurh. 

12th Regiment, Native Infantry ; 14th Irregular Cavalry; No. 18 Field Battery, from 
Nowgong. 

Detachment of 10th Native Infantry from Futtehgnrh. 

Detachment of 6th Regiment, Native Infantry, from Allahabad. 

Three Nowabie regiments from Luchnow. 

Two half regiments of newly-raised Infantry at Cawnpore. Besides a great mob of 
zemindars, &c., of -neighbouring districts, who came well-armed, to assist the Nana. 

IS 
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‘eluding tlie old lady, Mrs. Greemray, her son Edward, and the three 
members of their famil}’’, about 150 in all. These were then removed 
from the Subada Kothee into a small building (near the Assembly 
rooms), out-buildings of the medical depot, lately occupied by Sir 
George Parker, where they remained in close custody, receiving only a 
small quantity of dall and chwppcdies daily for food for the first few 
days, after which a little meat and milk for the children was allowed, as 
also clean clothes were issued from those forcibly taken from the washer- 
men of the station, who had them for wash, previous to the outbreak ; a 
sweeper woman and bheestie were also allowed : some few of the sufiferers 
died in bondage from want of care and attention. It is not eas}' to de- 
scribe, but it may be imagined, the misery of so many helpless persons, 
some wounded, others sick, and all labouring under the greatest agony 
of heart for the loss of those, so dear to them, who had so recently 
been killed (perhaps before their own eyes), cooped up night and day 
in a small low pukka-roofed house, with but four or six very small 
rooms, and that in the hottest season of the year, without beds or 
punkhas, for a whole fortnight, watched most carefully on all sides, 
by a set of unmannerly, brutish, rebellious sepoys. 

It is reported that the lives of the poor women were spared by 
the Nana from bad motives, and that he appointed a wicked old hag to 
persuade the helpless creatures to yield to his wishes ; this message, 
I learn, was conveyed to the women with great art, accompanied by 
threats and hopes, but it is pleasing to find that it was received with 
great indignation, and a firm resolution to die, or kill each other with 
their own teeth, if anj^ forcible means were employed to seduce them. 

All this while the Nana continued to receive many more troops, 
which, after mutinying, had left their respective stations, and poured 
in from all sides into Cawnpore, so that about the 10th of July, there 
were hear upon 20,000 armed fighting men of all classes at his 
command, and the depredation they committed in the city was ex- 
cessive. Many rich Mahajuns were plundered and reduced to beggary, 
and the poorer classes of people suffered in proportion ; every person 
who appeared respectable or well-to-do in the world was assailed, 
and his house searched, under the plea of having Europeans hid 
in it, but really for no other purpose than to plunder whatever pro- 
perty he might have worth taking. It is impossible to describe all 
the wickedness these wretches committed during so short a time. 
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Fresh corps were being raised, and recruits daily entertained. A • 
new horse-battery was formed. The zemindars all around were di- 
rected to bring in the revenue due by them. New offices were 
created, and bestowed daily upon favorites. The Ganges Canal 
(built with so much trouble, and at so great a cost to Government) 
was bestowed upon the villain Azimoollah, who, together -with about 
150 of the Mussulman troopers of the 2nd Regiment, Light Cavalry, 
and Tuba Sing, Subadar of the same regiment (created a Brigadier- 
General of the Cawnpore Division at the time), were at the bottom 
of all mischief. It was through their instigation that the Europeans 
were killed in cold blood, as described above ; as also, the gentlemen 
and ladies with their families that had arrived from Futtehgurh 
whilst our entrenchment was besieged, who were also murdered in the 
most inhuman manner by the above wretches. 

The Nana caused to be proclaimed by beat of tom-tom, through- 
out Cawnpore and its districts, that he had entirely conquered the 
British, whose period of reign in India having been completed, they 
were defeated at Delhi, Bombay, See., and dare not put foot in Cawnpore 
any more, as he was well prepared to meet any number, and to drive 
them away from all India. He, however, soon found out his mistake, 
for it was not long before intimation was received of the arrival 
of the British force at or near Futtehpore: 10,000 troops were sent 
to meet and beat it back to Allahabad, but the cowardly wretches 
soon found out, to their cost, how miserably inferior they were in 
courage to the European soldiers. The result of the fight is too well 
known to require repetition here. Reinforcement after reinforcement 
was sent by the Nana, but to no effect; until, at last, he himself 
headed a fresh reinforcement and proceeded to the seat of war, which 
had approached within twenty miles of Cawnpore, but, on arrival, he 
found his own courage no better than the rest of the villainous 
rebels, and that there was nothing better for him than to run for, his 
life ; he did so, and with him the whole of his boasting arm 3 ^ 

On arriva;! at Cawnpore, the entire population was so panic-struck 
that, leaving house and property, every man that had a hand in the 
rebellion took to his heels; and it is stated that there never was seen 
BO great a flight as on that occasion. People deserted their families 
on the way to escape with their ovni lives. From noon till midnight 
nothing but immense mobs were seen rushing away as fast as possible 
towards the west ; some crossed over to Lucknow from Bithoor Ghat, 
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others went towards Delhi, and the most part of the city people 
hid themselves in the neighbouring villages, where they were nicely 
robbed by the zemindars. 

The sepoys are said to have been possessed of an immense deal of 
money, mostly in goldmohurs, which they purchased at a great 
premium, having paid as far as 28 or 30 rupees for one (usually of the 
value of Bs. 20). These men paid a rupee a-head to the ferry to cross 
the river, on the banks of which they pitched away their muskets, coats, 
pantaloons, &c., and dispersed in different directions into the district. 

Just after the defeat at Futtehpore of the rebels, a few spies 
(whether real or imaginaiy it is not kno-wn) were brought to the Nana 
as being the bearers of letters supposed to have been written to the 
British by the helpless females in the prison ; and with it some of the 
Mahajuns and the Bengalees of the city were believed to be impli- 
cated. It was therefore agreed that the said spies, together with all 
the w’omen and children, as also the few gentlemen whose lives had 
been spared (said to be six in number out of 17 officers who had been 
captured about the 10th or 11th July on their way, by water, from 
Futtehgurh to this, and whose deaths were also delayed under promise 
of a ransom), should all be put to death, and that the Babus of the 
cit 3 % and every individual who could read or write English, should 
have their right hands and noses cut off. The first order was carried 
out immediately, i. e., on the evening of the 15th of July, and a decree 
was issued to apprehend the Native Babus, &c., after the Nana’s 
return from the field of battle, where he proceeded, as described above, 
on the 16th of July, after causing the murder, on the 15th, of the 
English prisoners. 

The Native spies were first put to the sword, and after them the 
gentlemen, who were brought out from the out-buildings in w'hich con- 
fined, and shot with bullets; thereafter the poor females were ordered 
to come out, but neither threats nor persuasions could induce them 
to do so. They laid hold of each other by dozens, and clung so close 
that it was impossible to separate or drag them out of the building. 
The troopers therefore brought muskets, and after firing a great many 
shots from the doors, windows, &c., rushed in with swords and 
bayonets. Some of the helpless creatures in their agony fell down at 
the feet of their murderers, clasped their legs, and begged in the most 
pitiful manner to spare their lives, but to no purpose. The fearful 
t eed w as done most deliberately and completeh’, in the midst of the 
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most dreadful shrieks and cries of the victims. There vrere between 
140 and 150 souls, including children ; and from a little before sunset 
till candle-light was occupied in completing the dreadful deed. The 
doors of the buildings were then locked for the night, and the mur- 
derers went to their homes, Next morning it was found, on opening 
the doors, that some 10 or 15 females, with a few of the children, had 
managed to escape from death by falling and hiding under the mur- 
dered bodies of their fellow prisoners. Fresh order was therefore sent 
to murder these also ; but the survivors not being able to bear the 
idea of being cut down, rushed out into the compound, and seeing a 
well there, threw themselves into it without hesitation, thus putting a 
period to lives which it was impossible for them to save. The dead 
bodies of those murdered on the preceding evening were then ordered 
to be thrown into the same well, and julluds* were emploj’-ed to drag 
them away like dogs. 

It is too horrible to recount further on this subject; on the night 
of the 16th July, the station was deserted by the rebels, as stated 
above, and early next morning the English troops took possession of 
it, but not before the wretches had set fire to and blown up the ma- 
gazine, which was done by the last guard left by the Nana, at about 
8 A,M, 

W. J. SHEPHEED, 

The 29th August 1857. Commissaflat Department, 

P. S . — I forgot to mention that when the Nana broke up his camp 
after the English entrenchment was vacated, he proceeded to his seat at 
Bithoor on the 5th July, where he caused 100 guns to be fired as a 
salute in honor of the King of Delhi, 80 guns in memory of his late 
adopted father, Bajee Rao, ex-Peishwa of Poona-Sattara, and 60 guns 
for himself on being placed on his throne ; 21 guns were also fired as 
a salute for the Nana’s wife, and a like number for his mother. 


From Major W. Mathew, Deputy Adjutant- General of the Army, to the Score- 
tary to the Government of India, Military Department, — dated Calcutta,' 
29th August 1857. 

*' I have the honour, by the direction of the Commander-in-Chief, to 
forward, for submission to the Governor-General in Council, a letter 


* Jallads,— Executioners. 
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in original, from Brigadier-General J. G, S. Neill, Commanding afc 
Cawnpore, dated 7tli August, 1857, with a list furnished by Lieutenant 
H. G. Delafosse of the 53rd Native Infantry, of officers and others who 
have perished from various causes during the Mutiny and siege at that 
station, in view to dates being assigned to these casualties in the 
absence of all precise information on the subject, 

2. I am to add that His Excellency does not deem it advisable to 
submit any promotions to Government, till the general question of re- 
organising the Native army shall have been considered. 

3. Have the goodness to return the papers when no longer re- 
quired. 


From Brigadier-General J. G. S. Neiii, io the Deputy Adjutant-General of the 
Army, — dated Cawnpore, 7th August 1857. 

I have the honour to enclose the names of those officers, their 
families, and civilians, together with the women and children of Her 
Majesty’s 32ud Regiment, and Artillery, that were massacred at 
Cawnpore the day the British troops entered ; or that were murdered in 
the boats in endeavouring to escape to Allahabad ; or that were killed in 
the entrenchment ; — as furnished by Lieutenant Delafosse, of the 53rd 
Native Infantry, one of the four European survivors. 


From Lieutenant H. 6. DELArossE, S3rd Beghnent, "Native Infantry, to Captain 
SruBGiN, — dated Cawnpore, 6th August 1837. 

I have the honour to forward, for the information of Brigadier- 
General Neill, Commanding at Cawnpore, a list of the late inhabitants 
of that station as far as I can remember. Those whose fate I am certain 
of, I have written opposite their names ; the rest, it is my firm belief, 
perished in the boats on the morning of the 27th June. 


Engineers. 


Captain "Whiting, killed in the 
boat. 


Lieutenant Ferris, killed in the 
boat. 
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Artillery, 


Mfijor Larkins. 

Mrs, Larkins and children. 
Lieutenant Dempster, killed. 
Mrs. Dempster and children. 
Lieutenant Ashburner, missing. 
Lieutenant Ashe, killed in the 
boat. 

Ineutenant Eckford, killed in 
the boat. 


Second-Lieutenant Burney, killed 
in the boat. 

Second-Lieutenant M a i s t e r, 
•wounded. 

Second-Lieutenant S o t h e b y, 
■wounded. 

Dr. Macaulay, brought back in 
boat. 


Cavalry. 


Major Vibart, brought back in 
boat. 

Mrs. Vibart and children, 
brought back in boat. 

Captain Seppings, brought 
back in boat. 

Mrs. Seiopings and child, 
brought back in boat. 

Captain Jenkins, killed. 

Lieutenant R. Quin, fever. 

„ C. Quin, wounded, 
brought back in boat. 

Lieutenant Harrison, killed 
in boat. 


Lieutenant Manderson. 

„ Wren. 

Lieutenant Daniell, -wounded 
brought back in boat. 

Lieutenant Balfour, wounded 
brought back in boat. 

Lieutenant Mainwaring, 6th 
wounded, brought back in 
boat. 

Lieutenant Boulton, 7th, killed 
in boat. 

Lieutenant Sterling, 3rd. 


S£nd Grenadiers, 


Captain Moore, killed in boat. 
Mrs. Moore, brought back in 
boat. 

Lieutenant Wainright. 


Ml’S. Wainright. 
Miss Wainright. 
Ensign Hill. 
Mrs. Hill. 
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84th Grenadiers. 
Lieutenant Saunders. 


1st Fusiliers. 

Lieutenant Hanville, tilled in boat. 


1st Regiment, Native Infantry. 


Colonel Ewart, wounded. 

Mrs. Ewart and child. 

Captain Athill Turner, wound- 
ed, brought back, 
kirs Turner, fever. 

Captain Elms. 

Captain Smith, killed. 


Lieutenant Satchwell, died in 
boat. 

Lieutenant Wheeler, Aide-de- 
camp, killed. 

Lieutenant Redman, killed. 
Ensign Supple, killed. 

Dr. Newenham and children. 
Mrs. Newenham, fever. 


53rd Regiment, Native Infantry. 


Major Hillersdon, wounded. 
Captain Re3molds, killed. 

Mrs. Reynolds, fever. 

Mrs. Eeynolds’ child. 

Captain Belson and children. 
Mrs. Belson, fever. 

Miss Campbell. 

Lieutenant Brydges. 

„ Thomson, wounded. 

„ Prole, killed. 


Two Misses Glasgow. 
Lieutenant Jellicoe and child. 
Mrs. Jellicoe, fever. 

Lieutenant Armstrong. 

„ Master, wounded 
brought back in boat. 
Lieutenant Delafosse. 

Ensign Dowson. 

„ Forman, Avounded. 

Dr. Colljmr, fever. 


66th Regiment, Native Infantry. 


Colonel Williams, apoplexy. 
Mrs. Williams, Avounded. 
Miss Williams, fever. 


Three Misses Lindsay. 
Ensign Liudsay. 

Mrs. Blair. 
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66th Itegiment, Native Infantry — (contd;) 


Two Misses ‘William si 
Major Prout, sunstroke; 

Mrs. Front. 

Captain Halliday, killed. 

Mrs. Halliday, smallpox:. 

Mrs. Halliday 's child. 

Captain Kempland.. 

Mrs. Kempland and children. 
Lieutenant Goad. 

„ Fagan, wounded, 
hrought back in boat. 
Lieutenant Chalmers. 

„ Morris. 

„ Warde. 

„ Henderson, wound- 
ed, brought back in boat. 
Lieutenant Jackson, 67th Native 
Infantry. 

Mrs. Jackson. 

Lieutenant Battine, llithNative 
Infantry. 

General Wheeler, Commanding. 
Lady Wheeler, 
kliss Wheeler. 

Brigadier Jack, fever. 

— Jack, Esq., killed. 

Colonel Wiggins, killed in boat. 
Major Lindsay, fever. 

Mrs. Lindsay, fever. 

Captain Williamson, 
klrs. Williamson and child, 

Eev. — Moncrieff, 

Mrs. Moucrieff and child. 

Dr. Garbett, fever. 

Dr. Alleii. 


Two Misses Blair, one died of 
fever. 

Mrs. Fraser, brought back in boat. 
Mrs. Kvans. 

Mrs. Darby and infant. 

Miss Bisset. 

Mrs. Swinton and three children. 
Miss Cripps. 

Charles Hillersdon, Esq., killed. 
Mr. Cox, late 1st Fusiliers, killed. 
Mrs. Hillersdon, fever. 

Mrs. Hillersdon’s child. 

Sir George Parker, sunstroke. 

M. Killop, Esq., killed. 

— Stacey, Esq., wounded. 
Captain Angelo, wounded. 

— Baines, Esq., wounded. 

— Miller, Esq., brought back in 
boat. 

— Satouche, Esq. 

— Hillersdon, wounded. 

— Cnmming, Esq., brought back 
in boat. 

— Anderson, Esq. 

Mrs. Anderson. 

— Cooke, E<=q. 

— Campbell, Esq. 

Rev, — Haycock, 
kirs. Haycock. 

Mr. Christie, fever. 

Mrs. Christie and family. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Mrs. Fagan and family. 

Mr. Greenway and family. 

Mr. Shim. 


19 
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66tli Begiment, Native loifaniry — (conclcl.) 


Mrs. Allen. 

Dr. Harris. 

Mrs. Harris. 

Miss Brightman, fever. 

Dr. Bowling. 

Mrs. Bowling and child. 

Dr. Chahvin, Veterinary Sur- 
geon, killed. 

Mrs. Chalwin. ^ 

Miss White. 

Lieutenant Han’is' child, 

Mrs. Wade, fever. 

Mrs. George Lindsay. 

Dr. 


hlr. Shencair. 

The whole of the married women 
aud children, 32nd Begiment 
Grenadiers ; 1st Company, Gth 
Battalion, Artillery, married 
women and children belonging 
to Company. 

Mrs. Shore. 

Ml'S. Eckford. 

Also many persons who came into 
the station with their families 
on account of disturbance, and 
whose names I do not know. 

Mr. Boyes. 
kms. 


(Signed) H. G. DELAFOSSE, lictif., 
Late o3rd Natii'o Itifanirg, 


Translation of a vernacular document found in the house in uhich 
the ladies of General Wheeler ivere murdered. 


List of those who an-ived in the house on Tuesday, the 7th of -July 
1S57 ^ 


Mr. Greenway. 
Mrs. Greenway. 
Mrs. Greenway. 

F. Greeuway. 
Martha Greenway. 
Jane Greenwa}'. 
Mr. Jacobi. 

Henry Jacobi. 


Miss Lindsa 3 \ 
Henry Simjison. 
hliss Colgan. (?) 
Mr. Koirseile. (?) 
Marj" Keirseile. 
Willis Keirseile. 
Mrs. O’Brien. 
Mrs. Green. 
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Translation of a vernacular document found in the house in which 
the ladies of General Wheeler ^vere murdered — (contd.) 


Lucy Jacobi. 

Hugh Jacobi. 

Mrs. Tibbett. (?) 

Miss Peter._(?) 

Ml’S. Cocks. 

Mrs. Reed. 

Susan Reed. 

James Reed. 

Julia Reed. 

C. Reed. 

Charles Reed. 

Baby Reed. 

Mrs. Gillie. (?) 

Henry Brett, 
hirs. Dooney. (?) 

Henry Duncan. 

Mrs. Leavy. 

James Leavy. 

Mrs, Brothrick. (?) 
Grace Kirk. 

William Kirk. 

Charlotte Kirk. 

Mrs. White, 

Mrs. Macmullen. 

Mrs. Sinclair, 

John Greemvay. 

Mary Greemvay. 

Lizzie Hornet. 

Mrs. Sheriden. 

W, Sheriden. 

Baby Sheriden. 

Mrs. Wrescham. 

Clara Wrescham. 
Drummond Wrescham, 


Edivard Green. 

Mrs. Crab. 

John Fitzgerald. 
Mrs, Jenkins, 

Mrs. Peel. (?) 
George Peel. 

Mrs. Moore. 

JMarian Conway. 

T. C. Weston. (?) 
Mrs. Caroll. 

Mrs. Butler. 

Mrs. Johnson, 

Jane Marfet. (?) 
Mrs. Peterson. 

Miss Burn. 

Miss Burn, 

Mrs. Bell. 

Alfred Bell. 

Mrs. Berrell. 

Mrs. Murray. 

Mrs. Jones. 

Mrs. Russell. 

Eliza Russell. 

Mrs. Gilpin, (?) 
William Gilpin. 
James Lewis. 
Elizabeth West. 
W. Nock. . 

One native. 

Henry Walkins, 
Jennie Martindale. 
Weston Durden. 
William James. 
Jane Gill. 
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Translation of a vernacular document found in the house in which 
the ladies of General Wheeler ivere murdered— [coni^.) 


Eliza Bennett. 

Mrs. Probett. 

Stephen Ei’obett. 

Catherine Willup. (?) 

Jane Willup. 

Thomas Willup. 

Mrs. Dallas. 

W. O’Conner. (?) 

Lucy Lj'^ells. 

Mrs. Canter. 

Humet Pistol. (?) 

Elizabeth Simpson. 

George Casey. 

G. Casey. , 

Lucy Stake (?) 

William Stake. 

Joseph Conway. 

William Sanders. 

Margaret Fitzgerald. 

Mary Fitzgerald. 

Tom Fitzgerald. 

Ellen Fitzgerald. 

Mrs. Lindsay, wife of Major 
Lindsay, of —Kegiment, sta- 
tioned at Cawnpore. 
Caroline Lindsay. 

Harriet Gilpin. 

Sarah Gilpin. 

Tom Gilpin. 

S. Gilpin. 

Mrs. Walker. 

Mrs. Cayman. (?) 

Emma Weston, 

IMrs Fraser. 


James Cousins. 

Mrs. Peter. 

James Petei*. 

Mrs. Baines. 

Phillip Baines. 

Mr. Nonirs. 

Mr. Guthree. 

Catherine Guthree. 

Mrs. White. 

Mrs. AVollen. 

Tommy Wollen. 

Susan Wollen. 

Mrs. Cooper. 

Mrs. Carroll. 

Mrs. Carroll. 

Two ayahs. 

Mrs. Sanders. , • 

Mrs. Bowling. 

Mrs. Moore. 

Miss White. 

Mrs. Prohert. 

Johnny Prohert. 

Willie Prohert. 

Emma Prohert. 

Susan Prohert. 

Mrs. Seppings (2nd Cavalry). 
John Sepjsings. 

Edward SeppingSj 
Mrs. Dupter. (?) 

Charles Duiiter. 

William Dupter, 

Henrj’- Dupter. 

Mrs, Wallet. (?) 

Mrs, Hill. 
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translation of a vernacular document found in the house in xvhich 
the ladies of General Wheeler tvere murdered — (conoid.) 


IMrs. Derb 3 ^ 

Miss Williams. 

Mrs. Parrot. 

Mary Peter. 

Arthur Newman. 
Charlotte Newman. 


Mrs. Basilico. (?) 
Frances Linsday. 
Mrs. Scott. 

Mrs. Mackenna^ 
Mrs. Wallis. 
David Walker. 


List of Futtehfjhur fugitives, dated 11th July 1857. 


Mrs. Woolyar. 

Charles Woolj’ar. 

Thomas Woolyar. 

Mrs, Gibbons. 

Miss Seth. 

Mrs. Tucker (wife of Colonel 
Tucker, Clothing Depart- 
ment). 

Miss Tucker. 

Louisa Tucker. 

George Tucker. 

L. (?) Tucker. 

Sutherland Tucker. 

Mrs. Been. (?) 

Mary Been. 

Catherine Been. 

Ellen Been. 

Nelly Been. 

Jane Been. 

Cornelia Been. 

David Been. 

Jlrs, Thompson. 


Miss Lang. 

Mrs. Maltby (wife of Civil 
Surgeon.) 

Mrs. Lowis (wife of B. Lowis, 
Joint Magistrate, Futteh- 
gurb). 

Emma Lowis. 

Eliza Lowis. 

Mrs. West (wife of European 
Ghat Darogah). 

Three natives, 

Mrs. Fatman. 

Mrs. Guthrie (?) 

Mrs. Heathcote (wife of doctor 
of 10 th Native Infantry), 

Godfrey Lloyd. 

Baby Lloyd. 

Colonel Goldie (of Calcutta, on 
leave to the Hills). 

Mrs. Goldie (Futtehghur). 

Mary Goldie. 

Ellen Goldie. 
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List of FutteJighur fugitives, dated llth July 1857 — (concld.) 


Mr. Thornlnll (Judge of 
Futtehgliur). 

Mrs. Thornhill. 

Charles Thornhill. 

Mary Thornhill. 

Jane Eees. 


Colonel Smith (lObh Native 
Infantry). 

Mrs. Smith. 

Mrs. Eees. 

Eliza Eees. 


Ecceived into charge, llth Jul}^ 163 sick people ; also 47 from 
Futtehghiir. Total 210. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Havelock’s cajipaign— relief of the garrisok of lhckkow. 

Telegram from Brigadier-General Haveiock, c.b., to the Commander-in-C/iief,—; 
dated Camp Cawnpore, 21st July 1857. 

I am free to cross the Ganges. Nana Sahib’s force at Bithoor is 
entirely dispersed. We have brought from the place sixteen guns and 
a quantity of animals; set fire to his palace, and blown up his powder 
magazine. A portion of my troops and five guns are alreadj’- in posi- 
tion at the head of the road to Lucknow. The difficulties of a swollen, 
broad; and rapid river, with only one small steamer and a few boats, are 
not slight ; but the whole army is full of hope that we shall soon be 
united on the left bank. 


Telegram from Biculenant-Colonel Tytlei?. to the Cotnmander-in-Chief, — dated, 
Camp Caxonpore, 23rd Jnly 1837. 

Received a letter of the 34th from Agra; all well. No enemy 
near them. Complete command of the city and cantonments, though 
the latter, having been destroyed, are not occupied. Plenty of ammuni- 
tion and provisions for six months at least. Troops moving up must 
not depend on Agra for percussion caps. Alutineers at Delhi running 
short of ammunition. Last news from thence dated 7th of July. It 
■was expected to fall in a few days. We have 1,100 men across the 
river. Pas.sage most difficult, on account of the breadth and strength 
of the stream. I hope to complete the passage in two days, but cannot 
say for certain ; all wmrking hard at it. Sent thirty-five elephants 
to-day ; fear I have lost one. Lucknow holds out bravely, and in no 
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danger; can easily bold their oivn iratil the 5bh August, and longer if 
necessary. Enemy’s fire very slack, ■ Large bodies of men who occupied 
the villages on the-road, have abandoned them, on receiving the intel- 
ligence of our passing the river. It is a great pity we cannot keep up 
our old system, seen and felt at the same moment; but this- river is a 
fatal obstacle ; all possible baggage is left be-hind. No one takes tents, 
only a change of clotlies, and some, food and drink, 3'et we are delayed ; 
we shall resume our old ways in three days, please God, and relieve 
Lucknow in six. 

Give us 3,000 Europeans and six horsed guns, and we will smash 
every rebel force one after the other; and the troops coming up in the- 
rear can settle the country. All well here ; I trust you are also. 


Telegram from Brigadier-G-eneral Havelock, c.b., to the Commander-in-Ghief , — 

dated Caw7tj>ore, 24th July 1S3T. 

Your tAVO telegrams of July 22nd received. I am thankful for the 
information regarding Oudh. A strong Native rumour, arrived here 
yesterday that the entrenchments of Luclaiow Avere forced three da3's 
ago. I am endeavouring to ascertain the truth of this report, which I 
do not myself believe. Meanwhile, the passage of the troops across 
the river goes on unremittinglyL My three despatches of the 12th, 
15th and 20th will, I trust, arrive, and give you all the details of my 
operations. I hav^e at length received commimicalion from DelhL 
Captain Nonuan writes that General Reed’s- force amounts to 3,400 
British and 1,900 Natives, who can be relied uj)on, Avith twentyj’-eight 
field guns, and a small siege-train ; that they are attacked every third 
or fourth day^, but the enemy have hitherto been invariably repulsed 
Avith great loss. Our loss has also been heavy^. General Reed is very 
ill. Our force attempts no offensive movements, but are looking for 
reinforcements from me. They'^ urge me to come up the Trunk Road. 
I shall answer that I must first relieAm LucknoAV. From LucknoAv, just 
received, garrison safe uji to 22nd. The besiegers are beginning to 
move doAvn toAvards us. The latest boavs from Delhi of the 15th 
instant. 


Memorandum ly the Acting Commander-iti-Chirf— dated 2ofh July 1S57. 

I beg to submit a telegraphic message, dated Cawnpore, July 23rd, 
AAhioh reached me this morning, from Brigadicr-Gcnoral Havelock, Com- 
manding Movcablo Column, 


MEMORANDUM BY THE ACTING COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
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The Brigadier-General reports that two-thirds of his force were 
established on the Oudh bank of the Ganges ; he expresses a confident 
hope that Lucknow will soon be in his hands : and-he-bees^or instruc- 
tions whether he is to remain in Oudh, and<;^no)rougmy 'rb-comjuer'^nd 
pacificate the province, or if he shall rd-c^s th§£GangesrtnaT^lLr,bn 
Agra (which is, he states, now blocka‘deji](^ unite himselflio the forcej’i 
there, and assist in the reduction of Dolbi^^glljVfbQ'^rig^'dier^^G^ne-y 
ral urges that there should be no delay in bih.ojfer^ons- wben tEucknow 
is once relieved, and he earnestly requests early -orders forjifs guitfance. 

I entertain a decided opinion that Brigadier-General Havelock, 
after relieving Lucknow, should remain in Oudh, and restore order and 
re-establish British authority in that province. If he merely relieves 
the beleaguered garrison of Lucknow, and, after accomplishing that 
object, instantly re-crosses the Ganges into our own provinces, it will 
be thought and believed throughout India that he had signally failed 
to re-conquer Oudh and that he was driven out of the province by force 
of arms. The insurgents, though beaten before Lucknow, would 
assuredly collect again, and follow up the retiring arm}^ prevent sup- 
plies from coming into camp, and reduce our troops to great straits 
and hazard when re-crossing the Ganges, the passage of which, when 
wholly unopposed, the Brigadier-General describes as having been a 
very difficult and tedious operation ; but, he adds, “ Colonel T3'tler’s 
(Assistant Quartermaster-General of the force) perseverance overcomes 
all obstacles.” If the passage of the Ganges was so difficult and tedi- 
ous when no opposition was offered, there can be no question that the 
operation would be extremely hazardous, if not impracticable, with an 
enemj^ numerically vastly superior, in hot pursuit; but if it was perfect- 
ly successful, I consider that -withdrawing from Oudh would be a false 
move, and in every way injurious to our interests and reputation. No 
longer overawed bj’’ our troops, and entirely freed from their presence, and 
the province of Oudh completely in their hands, the rebels, in all prob- 
abilit}’-, would pour into our territorj’^, and there is nothing to prevent 
their overrunning the whole country between the Ganges and the Gun- 
duck, from Jounpore, Azimghur, and Goruckpore on the Oudh frontier, 
down to Sarun, Tirhoot, Chuprah, and Purneah. Surely nothing short 
of the most imperative necessity would justify our running such risks 
as I have desci'ibed, and I .maintain that no such necessitj’- exists. 
We may lose — perhaps have lost — the country around Agra ; but it 
would be hard to convince me that any number of mutineers and 

20 
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insurgents that can possibly be congregated before the place can ever suc- 
ceed in capturing the fort of Agra, a strong and ;fegular fortification, 
thoroughly armed uith heavy guns of siege calibre, manned by an 
European garrison of at least 1,000 men, including the volunteers, and 
u-ith a principal arsenal, thoroughly supplied with every munition of 
war, within the walls. If the authorities have neglected to collect and 
store provisions, the garrison maj^ be starved into submission, of course, 
but otherwise the fort of Agra is perfectl}? safe. 

We have authentic information that reinforcements, to the extent 
of 3,250 men of all arms, w’ith a considerable number of additional guns, 
were sure to reach Delhi during the first "week of this month ; and Sir 
Henry Barnard has stated, in his letter to the Lieutenant-Governor 
of the ISbh June, that with this addition to his strength the complete 
overthrow of Delhi would be secured, and easily accomplished ; and in 
this opinion of the General I entirely concur. 

For all these reasons, therefore, I am strongly opposed to General 
Havelock’s force quitting Oudh, and I very urgently recommend that 
instructions to complete the re-conquest of that province may be 
forwarded to him. 

The 5th Fusiliers are now on their "way to Allahabad by steamers'; 
the 90th Light Infantry will' be despatched on Monday next ;• two 
light field batteries of artilleiy, and, it is hoped, 3,000 Gurkhas, are 
in progress towards the same destination ;and with this assembled force, 
full}’’ equipped for service, we shall be in a position to render effectual 
aid to Agra, or elsewhere in the Horth-Western Provinces, wherever 
assistance may be most urgently required, 

PAT. GRANT. 

P. S . — Since writing the above, I have received a telegram from 
Colonel Tytler, intimating to me that the beleaguerers of Agra had 
disappeared from the neighbourhood, and that the garrison was- provi- 
sioned for six months. This is an additional reason, if more were 
wanted, for Havelock’s force being retained in Oudh to complete the 
re-conquest of that province. 

The intelligence from Agra is up to the 14th of July. 

Telegram from Brigadier-General UEitL, io the Commander-In-Chief, —dated 

Caionpore, 2oih July 1837. 

I assumed command liere j’esterdaj' on General Havelock crossing 
o^cr. I Imve at once sot about re-establishing police and our authority 
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in bazaar and city ; promulgated Government orders for rewards for 
bringing in sepoys and public pi'operty ; made Captain Bruce Superin- 
tendent of Police and Intelligence Department, already with good 
effect ; put a stop to plundering ; troop-horses being brought in ; suggest 
all should be kept for Government use onlj’’, and all horses, pnvate 
property of deceased officers, be taken by Government, at fair valuation, 
for mounting dragoons, and horsing batteries ; a stringent Government 
order should be issued on this head to all forces, particularly to General 
Havelock, where there is that disposition to plunder; a Government 
order, stringent, against plundering also ; some of the Nana’s corre- 
spondence got hold of, implicating parties of the l7th Regiment, under 
Subadar Boondho Sing (name doubtful) ; destroyed boats hex’e, after 
General Wheeler and party embai’ked ; particulars will be sent. All Euro- 
pean men, women, and children have been destroyed ; the fate of four 
European men still doubtful, and inquiries instituted. I hope all will 
be crossed over to-moiTow. Colonel Wilson, 64th, and Crommelin, En- 
gineers, arrived. Convoy from Allahabad all safe, will be in to-morrow. 
News from Agra and Lucknow good. Enemy from Cuttra reported to 
be crossing out to meet Havelock ; cholera in his camp ; all well here. 
I will hold my own against any odds. The civil powers ought to be 
ordered to take possession of Futtehpore and all the country between 
this and Allahabad, and re-establish their authority. 


Telegram from Brigadier- General Neill, to the Commander-in-Chief, dated. 

Cawn^ore^ 26 Ih July 1857. 

The force being crossed over, all will be ready to move on, I hope, 
by the 28th. A little cholera. More experienced doctors here would 
be of benefit as field surgeons to superintend. Havelock left with me 
sixty-nine soAvars who behaved badly before the enemy, and were dis- 
armed and dismounted. I would have disposed of them otherwise ; but 
here they add to my weakness ; I don’t trust them ; they do nothing 
whatever ; they are Oudh, Delhi, and near this country, men. Lieute- 
nant Palliser, and his Adjutant, with them ; good officers looking after a 
parcel of rips; they will likely murder them if sent off with them to 
Benares or Allahabad; I wish to get rid of them and make use of the 
two officers. Some decent men, well-disposed, can be had here , I Aiill 
entertain them for police soAvars, and if y^ou approA'e moie, if light, good 
for outpost and gaining information. 
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Telegram from Brigadier-General 'Sxx^'LocK, c.'b,, io the Coiimander-in-Ckief, 

dated Camp Mttngerioar, S7th, and Allahabad, S8th July, 9-50 p.m. 

I am across the water ; Lucknow holds out. I have vuitten for the 
caps and shall have them sharj). Captain Maude, Koyal Artiller}'-, 
objects to our Indian fusees. He wants a supply of Bo.Ker’s new pattern 
fusees for shells to be sent for from Ceylon ; also some of Boxer’s new 
pattern diaphragm shells for 12-pounders, and the reinforcement for the 
Ho. -3 Company, Sth Battalion, Ro 3 'al Artiller}^ which must by this time 
have arrived in Ceylon, may be forwarded up here. The Royal Artillery 
with the China force will probably have some of the stores which 
Captain Maude wants. I have left General Neill to hold Cawnpore and 
organise everything. He will complain of this, but I have not another 
officer to whom I could entrust the duty for an hour. I have intel- 
ligence from Delhi — Sir Henry Barnard died of cholera on the Sth or 
9th instant ; variously stated,' General Reed is ill ; Neville Chamberlain 
and Arthur Becher are both wounded. The enemy have perpetually 
sallied and been repulsed. Loss on both sides heavy ; the siege makes no 
progress. I would hope it may be possible either to complete the four 
regiments now with me, viz., 1st Madras Fpsiliers, 64th, 78th, and 
84th, or at all events to send up the 5th and 90th entire. Detachments 
work most inconveniently. 


From Brigadier-General Neill, the Commander-in-Chief, — dated S7th July 

1857. 

General Havelock may not have sent down any copies of procla- 
ations by the Nana found here, I therefore enclose four ; also the 
anslation of a document from the Nana, which will show the part 
ken by the mutineers of the 17th Regiment in the slaughter .of our 
■ople in the boats. 

Captain Gordon, of the 6th, who is acting as my aide-de-camp, is 
oking over all the papers we have secured, and I will forward copies 
all of the slightest consequence. 


over. 


Translation of Feriounnali 33. 

Health and prosperity to Boondoo Sing, Subadar of the Barker 
'' Regiment. 

^ netition regarding your ai'rival wdth treasure, and your plan 
■'^certain sepoj's who have absconded, has. been received 
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and read. The Sirliar Maharajah Bullcish (doubtful) Bahadur, 
being pleased with your zeal and bravery, has approved of your deeds 
and your cleverness ; aud assuredly Avhat you have done is deserving 
of praise and approval, and it was ccrtaiul}- proper that you should do 
something to please your Chief. 

As to what you have Avritteu rcgai'ding the sopoy.s, a good plan 
will be made about them when you arrive here, because tho Sirkar bus 
got thirteen guns, &c,, j)osted in different iJlaccs. 

Having devised measures with you, the runaway sopoys will bo 
searched for and seized. 

At this time there are absolutely no English troops remaining 
here ; they sought protection from tho Sirkar, and said, *' allow us In 
get into boats and go awa}' tliorefore the Sirkar has made arrange- 
ments for their going, and by 10 o’clock to-morrow these people will 
have got into boats and started, on the river. 

The river on this side is shallow, and on the other side deep. Tho 
boats will keep to the other side, and go along for three or four koss, 

Arrangements for the destruction of these English will not bo 
made here, but as these people will keep near the bank on tho otlior 
side of the river, it is necessary that you slmnld bo prepared, and make 
a place to kill and destroy them on that side of the river, and having 
obtained a victory come here. 

The Sirkar is 'much pleased with jmur conduct, and it is very 
conspicuous, and the English say that they will go in theij' boats to 
Calcutta. 

Janduce, trooper, who came from 3 'ou, has also received a porwun- 
nah, and been sent back. 

3 Zilkaideh, in the year 1273 Hijreo, at 10 o’clock at night on 
Friday. 

Proclamation. 

A traveller, who came to Cawnpore from Calcutta, liad heard tha .0 
first the Council met for the purpose of distributing cartridges to take 
away the religion of the Hindustanis, The intention of the Council 
w’as this, that when the religious business comes on, 7,000 or 8,000 
Europeans will kill about 50,000 Hindustanis; then all will beco/ne 
Christians, The sense of this proposal was sent to Queen YmUirhi, and 
she having approved of it several Councils were held, v/hich were joined 
by the European merchants, This determination was come to, ihai r.o 
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many European soldiers should be asked for, that no matter how many 
Hindustanis there were in the day of battle, they should he defeated. 
When this request Avas kuoAvn in England, 35,000 soldiers set out in ships 
for Hindustan ; and when the news of their departure reached Calcutta, 
orders were then issued to serA’^e out the cartridges, Avith the fixed pur- 
pose of making the army Christians ; and then the christianizing of 
the ryots would he quickly accomplished. The cartridges Avere smeared 
AA’ith the fat of pigs and bullocks, the news of Avhich Avas received from 
the Bengalees employed in making them. For saying this one of these 
men was put to death, and all the others put in prison. While they 
Avere doing this the Vakeel of the Sultan sent him news from London 
that 35,000 soldiers had set out for Hindustan to christianize the 
people there. The Sultan ordered the King of Egypt thus : ‘‘ This is no 
time for peace; do you deceiA'e Queen Victoria, because my Vakeel 
has Avritten that 35,000 men, for the purpose of christianizing the 
army and people of Hindustan, have set out for that country. Hoav 
the remedy for this is difficult for me ; but if I neglect this how shall 
I shoAv my face before God? and some day the like Avill. happen to 
myself, for if the English christianize India theyAvill do the same to my 
country also.” On receipt of this order the King of Egypt, before the 
assembly land arrangement of the European force, sent his own army to 
Alexandria, which is on the road to India. Immediately on the ar- 
rival of the European army, that of the King of Egypt began to fire 
on them from all sides Avith guns, and having destroyed the ships, sunk 
them, and not one European escaped. The English in Calcutta, after 
having issued the order for biting the cartridges, and exciting this rebel- 
lion," AA'ere aAvaiting reinforcements from London, for the great God, 
from his complete omnipotence, is first, and his decrees are accomplish- 
ed. When the neAvs of the destruction of the London army arrived, 
the Governor-General was much afflicted and grieved, and he lamented. 
“ In the night, murder and robbery ; in the morning, neither head upon 
the body nor croAvn upon the head. The blue sky makes one revolu- 
tion ; neither Nadir nor a trace of him remains.” 

Done by order of the PeshAva Bahadur, 13 Zilkaideh, 1273 Hijree. 


Proclamation for the Ordering of the Army. 

In every regiment, Avhether of Horse or Foot, there Avill be a Colo- 
nel Commandant, and Major sccond-in- command, as Avcll as Adjutant. 



PllOCL.UtATION IIY THE XAKA 




The duties of the Coiamandnnt aro to conninaud his coi'ps, to wako 
known the orders of the Sirkar’s will, and to an'ango all hat t ovios a\al 
fights, when the orders of the Sirkar will be performed. The seooiuhiu- 
' command is below him, his companion in council and command, and 
Avhen anything happens to the Commandant he will take his place. The 
Adjutant will take charge of the drills and parades of the regiment and 
of such things as of old have been the custom for the Adjutant, to take 
charge of. The office of the Quartermaster likoAviso jicrtains to him, 
and as the Quartermaster was accustomed to take care of the magasinc 
and ammunition that no one might injure thorn, and to keep an account 
of the quantity held by each sepo 3 % so shall he do ; should there be 
any deficiency in the counting of them, and they are othennse expended 
than in the service of the State, then he mil he convicted of a fault 
The Company allowance of fifty rupees shall be given to the Subadar of 
the Company, thirty rupees for command, and from the twenty for con- 
tract shall be kept up a cobbler and a smith, and those who work for 
the accoutrements of the Company shall be paid, and there shall be a 
munshi ; and ten subadars who receive the allowance shall, among 
them, keep up a munshi of their own, who, on the completion of the 
month, shall make out the muster-rolls and pay-abstracts of the fen 
companies and sign them ; he shall then give them to the Adjutant. In 
the Adjutant’^ office the Meer Alunshi, and two mobnrriis allovred him, 
will see that all is coirect, when, having arranged the papers, be will 
send them to the Commissariat officer. Earing been prepared then 
they vdll come to the Government, which will deliver the 'xar At H*’ 
comte-raartial the Meer Munshi will write the proceldiS ' nnrthe 
opinion of the Court, and the members bavin? si?med. the- 

mil be sent to the Commanding Officer, rrho ^i!l' 
the Bngadret, by rrhom they ^111 be laid before Goremmc-=rAw 

ill confirm or disapprove, and publish accordint^lv Th^ Afrrt 

sM;s pay Sball be «ty rnpees, and each 


‘ y ti-it' 


Adjutant shall be one of the ten subadar- -n 

ance of Adjutant in addition, to bis pay as snbriar Of if™ 
nrs one shall attend at i o’clock to cote f f ^ 

uient as there may be, when he irill t I Govern- 

they wiUhe made bno.:t:^;^ 

aeir pay shall be separately dmimX 

■" ‘he Sirkar ,rill .adriso and ’Hr'^n-'’'Z - 

o-icnnine thoir r/.'-r -is 
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■well as the allo^Yance to the Adjutant, -R’hich will be drawn for accord- 

c' ' The first orders are these. 

13 Zilkaideh, 1273 Hijree. 

■' ■ Proclamation. 

In the Artillery, Infantry, and Cavalry, there shall be four Com- 
manding Officers. The pay of a Colonel shall be 500 rupees, and his 
allowance 250 rupees ; the Major’s pay shall be 500 rupees ; and the 
Adjutant’s allowance, in addition to his pay as a Subadar, shall be 150 
rupees. The Quartermaster also shall have 150 rupees, in addition to 
his pay as a Subadar, both of whose duties he is to do. 

13 Zilkaideh, 1273 Hijree. 

Proclanuition. 

Should any man of the Cavalry, Artillery, or Infantry be slain in 
battle, on his account a life-pension shall be granted at once to his son, 
or his wife, or his mother, or his sister, or his daughter. If he is wound- 
ed and unfit for service he shall have a life-pension agreeably to the 
regulations, and if fit for service he shall be ready at his own house 
when called on. Whoever becomes old in the service shall have a pen- 
sion according to the regulations, and the pay -which is established at 
Delhi shall also be given hei-e, from the date that the army has belong- 
ed to the State. 

13 Zilkaideh, 1273 Hijree. 

Telegram from B7'igad{er-Gcneral'S.AyEiocK, c.b., io the Commandet'-in-Chiof,— 
dated Camp Mungahoai', 28th July 1857. 

In reply to Your E.xcellency’s telegram of the 26th instant, I beg to 
say that I should consider it certain that I must incur the risk of seri- 
ous loss if I attempt to re-cross the Ganges to Cawnpore, even suppos- 
ing that I have been reinforced by the remnant of the garrison of Luck- 
now. The chances of relieving that place are at the same time hourly 
multiplying against us. I ■^vill not now enter into details, but specify 
only that Nana Sahib has collected 3,000 men and several guns, and is 
now on our left flank at Futtehpore Chewrassee, with the avcwed inten- 
tion of cutting in upon our rear when we advance towards Lucknow. 

The difficulties of an advance to that capital are excessive. The 
enemy has entrenched and covered with guns the long bridge aci'ossthe 
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Solee at Bunnee, and has made preparations for destroying it if the 
passage is forced, I have no means of crossing the canal near Luck- 
now, even if successful at Bunnee. A direct attaclc at Bunnee might 
cost me one-third of my force. I might turn it by Mohan, unless the 
bridge there is also destroyed. 

I have this mornhig received a plan of Lucknow from Major Ander- 
son, Engineer in thati garrison, and much valuable information in two 
memoi’anda, which escaped the enemy’s outposted troops, and were 
partly written in Greek character. These communications contained 
much important intelligence orall}'^ derived from spies, and convinces me' 
of the extreme delicacy and difficulty of any operation to relieve Colonel 
Inglis, now Commanding in Lucknow, It shall be attempted, however, 
at eveiy risk, and the result faithfullj'’ reported. 

Our losses from cholera are becoming serious, and extend to Gcnc- 
i-al Neill’s force as well as my own. 

I urgently hope that the 5th and 90th can be pushed on to me 
entire and with all despatch, and every disposable detachment of the 
regiments now under my command may be sent on. 

My whole force only amounts to 1,500 men, of whom under 1,200 
are British, and ten guns imp)erfect]y equipped and manned. 


Telegr.ant from Brigadier-General Neih, lo the Commander-in-Chief,~ dated 

Cawn^iore, S9tJi July 1857. 

Havelock’s force marched at 5 A.5r. to-day : found strong post of 
enemy; captured tliree brass guns; lost one officer killed, and three wound- 
ed ; slaughtered many of the enemy. In about an hour after enemy 
in force, with many cavalry, advanced to meet them ; were soon routed, 
with the loss of all their guns, twelve in number, total , fifteen brass guns 
taken. The enemy numbered at least 13,000. The force rested a little 
when it pushed on to Basanhagunge, near which the enemy is said to 
be in force. 

All is well here. The Nana is about twenty miles off on the Oudh 

side. If he passes near Bithoor, as he threatens/ u-e 

account of him here. 




’.Gejicral 


From Brigadier-Gctieral II.vvelock, c.b., to fitly 

Army, — dated Camj) Bushe7-utgu>‘ge> on the 

I moved forward from the strong enemy ooai the town 

20th instant, and soon became ci^gnged 
of Unao. 
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•v\-cll as the allowance to the Adjutant, which will he drawn for accord- 

The first orders are these. 

• 13 Zilkaideh, 1273 Hijree. 


) ' Proclamation. 

In the Artillery, Infantry, and Cavalry, there shall be four Com- 
manding Officers. The pay of a Colonel shall be 500 rupees, and his 
allowance 250 rupees ; the Slajor’s pay shall be 500 rupees ; and the 
Adjutant’s allowance, in addition to his paj’- as a Subadar, shall be 150 
rupees. The Quartermaster also shall have 150 rupees, in addition to 
his pay as a Subadar, both of whose duties he is to do. 

13 Zilkaideh, 1273 Hijree. 

Proclamation. 

Should any man of the Cavalry, Artillery, or Infantry be slain in 
battle, on his account a life-pension shall be granted at once to his son, 
or his wife, or his mother, or his sister, or his dangliter. If he is wound- 
ed and unfit for service he shall have a life-pension agreeably to the 
regulations, and if fit for service he shall be ready at his own house 
when called on. Whoever becomes old in the service shall have a pen- 
sion according to the regulations, and the pay wdiich is established at 
Delhi shall also be given hero, from the date that the army has belong-, 
ed to the State. 

13 Zilkaideh, 1273 Hijree. 

Telegram from JBrigadier-Gcneral Hateiock, c.b., io flie Commander-vi-Ckief— 
dated Camji Mungalioar, 2StJi July 1857. 

In I'eply to Your Excellency’s telegram of the 26th instant, I beg to 
say that I should consider it certain that I must incur the risk of seri- 
ous loss if I attempt to re-cross the Ganges to Cawnpore, even supipos- 
ing that I have been reinforced by the remnant of the garrison of Luck- 
now. The chances of relieving that place are at the same time hourly 
multiplying against us. I -will not now enter into details, but specify 
only that Nana Sahib has collected 3,000 men and several guns, and is 
now on our left flank at Futtehpore Chewrassee, with the avowed inten- 
tion of cutting in upon our rear when we advance towards Lucknow. 

The difficulties of an advance to that capital are excessive. The 
enemy has entrenched and covered with guns the long biidge across the 
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Solee at Bunnee, and has made preparations for destroying it if the 
passage is forced. I have no means of crossing the canal near Lnck- 
now, even if snccessfnl at Bunnee. A direct attack at Bunnee might 
cost me one-third of my force. I might turn it by Mohan, unless the 
bridge there is also destroyed. 

I have this moruibg received a plan of Lucknow from Major Ander- 
son, Engineer in that garrison, and much valuable information in two 
memoranda, which escaped the enemj’’s outposted troops, and were 
partly written in Greek character. These communications contained 
much important intelligence orally derived from spies, and convinces me 
of the extreme delicacy and difficulty of any operation to relieve Colonel 
Inglis, now Commanding in Lucknow. It shall be attempted, however, 
at every risk, and the result faithfully reported. 

Our losses from cholera are becoming serious, and extend to Gene- 
ral bTeill’s force as well as mj’’ own. 

I urgently hope that the 5th and 90th can be pushed on to me 
entire and with all despatch, and every dis 2 >osable detachment of the 
regiments now under my command may be sent on. 

My whole force only amounts to 1,500 men, of whom under 1,200 
are British, and ten guns imperfectly equipi^ed and manned. 

Tdegnam ,from Brigadier-General If bill, to the Commander-in-Chief,~ dated 

Cawnpo7’e, 29th July 1857. 

Havelock’s force marched at 5 a.m. to-daj^ : found strong j)ost of 
■ ene#ny ; captured three brass guns; lost one officer killed - ^Imee wotmd- 
■' ed; 't slaughtered many of the enemy. 
in forces, ,^^vith many cavalry, advanced to meet them; were soon routed 
with the lo^Y^ g^^ns,,twebe in number, total, fifteen brass guns 

taken. The . fenemy ii«mbei:a at least 13,000. The force rested a little 
when it pushsjud^Ii to Basanhagunge, near which the enemy is said to 
_^^e in force. 

All is well here. The Nana is about twenty miles off on the Oudh 
side. If he j)asses near Bithoor, as he threatens, we shall give a good 
account of him here. 

From Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., to the Deputy Adjutant-General of the 
Ai-mg,— dated Camp Busherutgunge, 29th Julg 1857. 

I moved forward from the strong position of Mungulw^ar on the 
20th instant, and soon became engaged with the enemy near the town 
of Uuao. 
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2. It is necessary to describe the enemy's position : his right -was 
protected by a swamp which could neither be forced nor turned ; his 
advance was drawn in a garden enclosure, which in this warlike' district 
had purposely or accidentally assumed the form of a bastion. The rest of 
his force was posted in and behind a village, the houses of which were 
loopholed. The passage between the village and the large town of 
Unaois narrow. The town itself extended three-quarters of a mile to 
our right. The flooded state of the country precluded the possibility 
of turning in this direction. The swamp shut us on the left. Thus 
an attack in front became unavoidable, 


3. It was commenced by the 78th Highlanders and 1st Fusiliers 
with two guns, and soon became exceedingly warm. The enemy were 
driven out of the bastioned enclosure; but when our troops approached 
the village, a destructive fire was opened upon them from the loop- 
holed houses. It became necessary to bring up the 64.<th under Colonel 
Wilson,' R.A. Here some daring feats of braveiy were performed. 
Private Patrick Cavanagh, 64!th, was cut literally in pieces by the 
enemy, whilst setting an example of distinguished gallantry. Had 
he lived, I should have deemed him wmrthy of the Victoria Cross. It 
could never have glittered on a more gallant breast. 


badly wounded. The village was set on fire ; still its defenders resista 
obstinately^...,'®i.^fsLh’ the •.ivir.i qaptured, and the whole force 

^--.vn of Uiiavj, and formed - -u ^ -n if 

re-foTOed iu great force 
in liae on the plain Thcv 

.nenta and batterioe, thek and cavalry beg to 

to ft-gbt. During the tbole ;;; 
the troops of Nana Sahib threatened ^nr left flanir''®' 

. The troops halted three hour- a 
- Busherutgunga. It is a walled town 'w>l ^ towards 

defended by a round tower, on and' ne ^ S'**® “ 

were mounted; the adjacent bniidiL bei . J"" 

strengthened. In rear of the town f ^ otherwise 

crossed by a narrow ehaussfe and bridge 4/"'* '’“‘i ““■'“‘ion, 
mirable order, supported by tJie IqH? •? ' , pushed on in ad- 

Highlanclers and 61th Regiment in liZ' the TSth 
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The enemy’s cannonade was well sustained ; nevetheless, our force 
continued to gain ground. The 64th were then directed to turn the • 
town by our left, and penetrate between it and the swamp, thits cutting 
off the enemy from their chaussde and bridge. The Fusiliers and the 
Highlanders precipitated themselves on the earthworks, broke through 
the entrenchment, and captured the town. 

5. The whole of the guns of 6th Company of 7th Battalion, Artil- 
lery, were taken by, us, with nearly all its ammunition. It had come 
from Fyzabad and Lucknow. The ground on both sides of the road at 
TJnao was so flooded that it was impossible for cavaliy to act. My 
Volunteer Horse were, therefore, reduced to inactivity, though most 
anxious to engage. 

6. The loss of the enemy at IJnao is estimated, by Native report, 
at 1,500 killed and wounded. It might, in truth, amount to 500. It 
was lighter at Busherutgunge, in consequence of the mistake already 
noticed. 

' In these two combats nineteen guns were captured from the enemy. 

7. I must praise the conduct of all my staff officers : Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tytler, hardly able from indisposition to sit on his horse, set, 
throughout the day, an example of daring and activity ; Lieutenant Have- 
lock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, had a horse shot under him ; 

. Lieutenant Seton, my acting aide-de-camp, was severely wounded ; 

Major Stephenson, at the head of the Madi'as Fusiliers, showed through- 
• out the day how the calmest forethought can be united with the 
utmost daring. 

j 8. I forward returns of killed and wounded, and of captured 
ordnance. 



Killed. 'Wouxded, Hissing. Houses 
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Total casualties, 88 ; and 3 horses. 

C-vstp BcsnEnuTonsaE, ^ (Signed) H. 31, HAVELOCK, lAeut., 

The 20t7t July iSu7. S J>cpy, Asst, Acljt.~Qonl, ta the Farce, 
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Metiirn of Ordnance captured diormg the actions on the S9th Jnly 
1867, by the force under the command of General Havelock, ■ 
C.B., and hoiu disposed of. 


Number. 

Description. 

Where captured. 

How disposed of. 

2 

3 -pounder, binss 

Unao ... 

••• ••• 

Spiked, and left on the ground. 

1 

12-pounder. „ 

Ditto ... 

... 

Ditto ditto. 

2 

2i-poixnder howitzer, brass 

On the plain beyond Dnao ... 

Destroyed by shot. 


9-pounder, brass 

Ditto 

ditto ... 

Ditto, 

-1 

21-pounder, „ ... 

Ditto 

ditto 

Ditto. 

2 

C-pounder, „ 

Ditto 

ditto ». 

Ditto. 

1 

12-pounder, iron ... 

Ditto 

ditto 

Ditto. 

1 

G-poundcr, ,, 

Ditto 

ditto 

Ditto. 

1 

8-pounder, brass ... 

At Busherutgungo 

Ditto. 

1 

S-pounder, „ 

Ditto 

... 

Ditto. 

2 

Total 19 

2-pounder, iron ... 

‘ Ditto 



Ditto. 


Camp BusHERtJiGtrNGE.'j (Signed) C. S. COOPER, Major, 

The S9th Jidv iSB7, ) Comdff. Arty, of Gen!, Havelock's Column, 


From the Dejjiity Adjutant-G-eneral of the Army, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, hi the Militai'y Department , — dated Calcutta, 29th July 1857. 

I liavS the honour, by desire of the Commander-in-Chief, to forward 
extract of a telegram from Brigadier-General H. Havelock, c.B., Com- 
manding the Moveable Column, relative to some new jiattern shells and 
fuses required for the use of the detachment of Koj^al Artillery serving 
under his command, and to request you will have the goodness to take 
the orders of Government about obtaining them from the stores in the 
Himalyah. . 

2. If procurable from that source. His Excellency recommends 
that a supply be despatched to Allahabad forthwith ; and if not thence, 
that application be made to the Ceylon authorities, who can probably 
funiish them. 

3. I am also to request that the reinforcetnents for No. 3 Com- 
pany, 8th Battalion, Royal Artillery, which must have reached Ceylon by 
this time, be ordered round Avitli all speed. 
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Extract nf a ielegraiti from Brigadiet'-General H. Hateloce, c.b., Commanding 

the Moveable Column. 

Captain i\Iaude, R.A., objects to use Indian fuses. He wants a ' 
supply of Boxer’s new pattern fuses for shells to be sent from Ceylon, 
also some of Boxer’s new pattern shells for 12-pounders. The Hoyal 
Artillery with the China force Avill probably have some of the stores 
Captain Maude wants. 

Telegram f'om Bidgadier-General HAVEtocE, C.B., to the Gommandeir-in-Chif,—' 
dated Camp Busherutgunge, 30th July 1857. 

I am thankful for the proposed publication of my despatches. The 
loss of the enemy in killed and wounded has on every occasion been 
considerable ; but as I have no cavalry, they carry off both dead and 
wounded. How, then, did I capture their guns ? I advanced steadily 
on their lines, and they abandoned their guns. The horses, bullocks, and 
equipments generally, if not always, escaped me. I estimate their loss 
in killed and wounded at Futtehpore at about 150 ; at Dong at 200 ; at 
Oawnpore at about 250. 


Telegram from 'Brigadier-General Hateeoce, c.b., to the Commander-in-chief — 
dated Camp Munguhoar, six miles from Cawnporo, left hanJd of the Ganges, 
31st July 1857. 

My force is reduced by sickness and repeated combats to 1,364 rank 
and file, with ten ill-equipped guns. I could not, therefore, move on 
against Luclmow with any prospect of success, especially as I had no 
means of crossing the Sye or the canal. I have therefore shortened 
my communications with Cawnpore, by falling back two short marches, 
hitherto unmolested by an enemy. If I am speedily reinforced by 1,000 
more British soldiers an'd Major Olpherts’ battery complete, I might re- 
sume my march towards Lucknow, or keep fast my foot in Oudh, after 
securing the easier passage of the Ganges at Cawnpore by boats and 
two steamers ; or I might recross and hold the head of the Grand Trunk 
Hoad at Cawnpore. 

The disaffection at Dinapore menaces yet more injuriously my com- 
munications, but it has set free the 10th Foot and the 5th Fusiliers, and 
the 9th Light Infantry are said to be on their route up. Detachments of 
the regiments now with mo are posted at different points on the line. 
A reinforcement of 1,000 British soldiers, from which it would be neces- 
sary to make a detachment to defend the brhlgc-hoad on this .side 
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might yet enable me to obtain great results, but with a smaller addition 
to my column little could be effected for the interests of the State. 


Telegram from Lieutenant-Colonel Tytlee, to the Commander-in-Chief, — dated 

Mungulwar, 31st July 1857. 

My dear Grant, — We crossed the river on the 28 th ; encountered 
the enemy at and between Unao and Busherutgunge on the 29th ; 
took nineteen guns of sorts, one battery included, but only sis horses 
were captured ; we inflicted a heavier loss than usual — I should say some 
400 killed and wounded; our own loss was 88, reducing us to 1,000 
European infantry; we could now only place 850 in line; our numerous 
sick, wounded, and baggage, requiring strong guards in this country, 
where every village contains enemies ; we were' diminishing daily from 
cholera, diarrhoea, and fighting. The Bunnee bridge, 120 yards long, 
strongly intrenched, and said to be destroyed, had to be passed. We' 
could not hope to reach Lucknow with 600 effective Europeans ; we had 
then to pass the canal, and force one-and-a-half miles of street ; we ■ 
found we thrashed the Oudh people easily in the open, but failed to 
force two small occupied serais — the men hung back ; one of our guns 
-was left under fire, it was some time before I could get the 64th Bifles 
to keep down the fire ; had then to dismount, called for volunteers to 
run it out; the Artillery on this did the work. 

Busherutgunge is a strong place on our line of communication; 
it is in rear of an extensive jheel, traversed by a narrow raised road and 
bridge ; 150 men might hold it against us, and cut off our retreat. We 
had not a man to hold it with. It is absurd to see our handful of men 
outflanked by the numbers of the enemy. The Ganges was also in our 
rear. Neill says his guns command the opposite bank : its breadth is, at 
the lowest estimate, three-quarters of a mile— I make it more; the 
range of a 24-pounder is 1,400 yards; hjs shot would do more harm to 
us than to the enemy, Under these circumstances, when asked my 
opinion as to the possibility of at once relieving Lucknow, I decided 
against it, for the following reasons : if we failed (and I saw no chance 
of success) Lucknow was .inevitably doomed, and Government in a 
•worse position than ever; while, if wc waited for reinforcements, we might 
still be in time' to save it, as the garrison say they can hold out to the 
5th of August, and longer, if necessary, and warn us nob to approach 
Lucknow with less than from 2,000 to 8,000 Europeans. Wc retired to 
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this j)lace, Mungulwar, six miles from the Ganges, as the Nana threaten- 
ed our rear. We are constructing a work to cover the passage when we 
require to pass the river. One thousand infantr^*^ for the field, and 300 to 
hold Busherutgunge and the Bunnee bridge, when repaired, will enable us 
to bring off the garrison. Cawnpore is threatened by the 42nd from 
Saugor and some rabble. The Delhi force talks of giving up the siege 
and retiring to Kurnal. 

Telegram from Brtgadxer-Gmeral Neill, to the Commander -in-Clmf, — dated Caton- 

pore, 1st Avgust 18o7. 

A quantity of different portions of harness was dug out of the 
ruins, but most of it injured; onl}^ sufBcientlj^ good to complete one 
batter 3 ^ I have ordered five sets to be made as soon as possible. I 
do not think Enfields are in use with the mutineers, what they have 
are those taken from Wheeler’s force, or any that may have been in the 
magazine ; some officers fancied they detected the cartridge pajier where 
the enemj’^ had been. I do not think they had much of any ammuni- 
tion ; a large quantity was dug out of the ruins partly destroyed, half a 
lakh good, and a lac of balls ; seven Enfields were found which had been 
used, and much rusted. After Cawnpore was re-captured, General 
Havelock’s force, six miles on the other side of river, fell back to get 
another batteiy, and 1,000 European infantiy. Will send him over 
Olpherts’ half batteiy and the detachment of 84th escorting. Beport 
has it, as we came this way, euemj’ fied to Lucknow ; they lost heavily 
from 1,200 to 1,500 men and all their guns. Hope General Havelock 
will be ordered to advance again sharp. 

From Colonel li. J. H. hincn, c.n., Sccretarg to the Government of India, in the Mill- 
targ Department, to the Medical Board, — dated Fort William, 1st August 1857, 

Brigadier-General Neill, Commanding at Cawnpore, having report- 
ed that more experienced surgeons would be of benefit as field surgeons, 
to superintend the treatment of cholei’a and other severe diseases, I 
am desired to request that j’our Boai-d will be so good as to take im- 
mediate steps to su 2 ipl 3 " the deficienc 3 ' at present existing. 

MINUTE hy the Rigid Ilon’ble ike Governor-General of India 
in Coitncil, dated llnd Angast lSd7. 

Command on the Dinapoue and Cam'npoke Division.^. 

The mutin 3 ’’ of throe regiments of Native Infantr 3 ' at Dinapore 
on the 24lh ultimo, and the disastrous result u'hich has followed the 
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attempt to relieve Arrah, against which the mutineers directed their 
first movements, has very seriously diminished the hope of preserving 
the peace of the Lower Provinces along the valley of the Ganges from 
Berharapore to Benai’es, and in the neighbourhood of the Trunk Road 
south of Benares. Our communications with Benares and Allahabad are 
threatened and our chief sources of revenue in Bengal are in jeopardy. 
Upon the first account of the events at Dinapore, Major-General Lloyd 
was removed from the command of the division. There was, upon his 
own showing, no room for doubt that he had been guilty of grievous 
mismanagement and neglect. It is now necessary that the military 
command in that part of India should, without a day’s delay, be placed 
in the ablest and most trustworthy hands ; and on present circum- 
stances the authority of the commander will be exercised with mucli 
greater advantage if it be extended over the adjoining division of 
Cawnpore as well. The arrival j-esterday of Lieutenant-General Sir 
James Outram in Calcutta happily makes the services of that 
distinguished officer available to the Government of India at this junc- 
ture ; and I propose that the Dinapore and Cawnpore Divisions 
should be combined in one command and entrusted to Sir James 
Outram. Instructions wall be given through the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal to the civil officei’S to co-operate with Lieutenant-General 
Outram, and to aid and support all his measures to the utmost of their 
power; but I do not think it desirable that the burden of any portion of 
the civil administration in the Lower or Central Provinces should be 
thrown upon General Outram. 

(Sd.) 


MINUTE hy J. Dorin, Esq., dated 3rd August 1867. 

I consider the appointment of Sir Janies Outram to the proposed 
command most desirable, but I think it very doubtful whether we shall 
be able to hold the Cawnpore Division and at the same time provide 
for the tranquillity of our richest Bengal districts. I shall be quite 
prepared to find it necessary to withdraw our troops as low as 
Allahabad, and to endeavour to maintain the provinces of Bengal and 
Behar in security till reinforcements arrive from Eiiglaud. Telegraphic 
communication with Benares is already cut off, and it is questionable 
■whether the Grand Trunk Road continues open. Our handful of 

22 
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European troops is totally unequal to attempt extensive operations and 
it seems to me wiser to endeavour to hold the country of which we are 
reasonably sure than to risk the loss of the whole hy wasting our force 
at distant points which in our present weak position is of very little 
practical value, - - 

(Sa.) J. D0EIN-. 


MINUTE hy J. Low, Esq., dated Srd August 1857. 

I cordially concur as to the wisdom of conferring on Lieutenant- 
General Sir James Outram the command of all the troops in the 
Divisions of Dinapore and Cawnpore. I don’t participate in the 
opinion of Mr. Dorin that there is a probability of our finding it neces- 
sary to withdraw our troops from the latter important station. 

(Sd.) J. LOW. 


MINUTE hy W. Gkant, Esq., dated Srd August 1857. 

I do most cordially concur in Sir James Outram’s appointment to 
both divisions. The question of holding on or drawing in is not now for 
practical solution before us. In either event this appointment is tlie 
best that can be made. 

(Sd.) W. GLANT. 


MINUTE hy B. Peacock, Esq,, dated 4Ui August 1857. 

I concur entirely in the proposal of the Bight Hon’ble the Gover- 
nor-General. I trust that it will not be necessary to abandon Cawnpore. 
Such a measure must necessarily be fraught with the greatest mischief, 
and it will require much anxious consideration before it is resorted to. 

(Sd.) B. PEACOCK. 


General Order, dated 4U>' August 1857. 

The Bight Hon’ble the Governor-General of India in Council is 
pleased to make the following appointment : — 

Major-General Sir James Outram, k.c.b., of tlie Bombay Army, to 
command the Dinapore and Cawnpore Divisions which are to be coin- 
Vnied in one command, 


itAJOK-GENERAL SIR JAMES OUTRAM APPOINTED 'TO COMMAND lYl 
THE DINAPORE AND CAWNPORE DIVISIONS. 


From the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, to the 
Deputy Adjntant~Generalof the Army, — dated Fort William, ith August 1857. 

T am desired to acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency 
the Acting Commander-in~Chief, that the recent disastrous events at 
Dinapore and in its neighbourhood having rendered it necessary that 
the military command in that part of India should, ■without delay, he 
placed in the ablest and most trustworthy hands, and as under present 
circumstances the authority of the commander will he exercised with 
much greater advantage if it he extended over the adjoining Division 
of Cawnpore as well, the Eight Hon’ble the Governor-General in 
Council has been pleased to determine that the Dinapore and Ca'wnpore 
Divisions shall he combined in one command and entrusted to Major- 
General Sir J, Outram, K.C.B., who will proceed to that district without 
delay. 


Telegram from Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., to the Commander-in-Chief,—- 
dated Camp Mungultoar, 4tk August 1857. 

I was joined this morning by the half of Major Olpherts’ battery 
under Lieutenant Smithett. I inquired of him minutely how his 
detachment had behaved. He told me that the conduct of all had 
been very good, except his gun-lascars. They had, in April last^ 
threatened to spike the guns whenever they might be engaged with 
the enemy. At Benares Major Olpherfes informed me that they had 
conducted themselves ill on the night of the mutiny. 

So far as depends on me, I cannot afford to have a single traitor 
in my camp. I paraded the detachment, and spoke to them all, both 
British and Natives. I congratulated the former on having come into 
a camp of heroic soldiers, v/’ho had six times met the enemy, and every 
time defeated him and captured his cannon. The lascars at this moment 
were facing the detachment j I turned to them, and told them what 
miscreants I had this morning discovered them to be, traitors in heart 
to their fostering Government. I made the British soldiers disarm 
them, and ordered them out of the camp under a light escort, to be 
employed under General Neill in the labours of the intrenchment. He 
will look after them. If they attempt to desert, I have ordered them 
to be punished with death ■, the same if they refuse to work with other 
soldiers. They shall do no other duty till I am hotter instructed, 
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I have given the same ordere regarding a detachment of sepoys of 
the 60 th Regiment, now on duty at Cawnpore. 

Telegram from Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., to the Commander-in-Chief , — 
dated Camg Mangulwar, 6th August 1S5T, 

I 3 'esterday received information that the enemy had re-occupied 
in force the town of Busherutgunge. I advanced upon it, turned the 
position by its left and drove the mutineers and rebels out of it with 
great slaughter. They had eight or ten guns beyond the causeway, 
two on this side of it ; two of those beyond were 24^-poundei’S : the .whole 
were kept at such a distance and Avithdrawn so rapidly that avo never 
got a fair sight of them; none, therefore, fell into our hands, but two on 
the Avails which had been captured on the 29th ultimo and dismantled 
b}’’ the Commandant of Artillery ; so imperfectly, hoAvever, that the 
enemy again fired out of them. The enemy’s dead streAved the toAvn. 
I estimate their loss at 300 killed and Avounded. I returned to this 
position in the evening. 

I must prepare Your Excellency for my abandonment, Avith gi-cat 
grief and reluctance, of the hope of relieving LucknoAA'. The only three 
staff officers in my force Avhom I ev’er consult confidentially, but in 
Avhom I entirely confide, are unanimously of opinion that an advance to 
the Avails of LucknoAV invokes the loss of this force. In this I concur. 
The only military question that remains, therefore, is Avhether that, or 
the unaided destruction of the British garrison at LucknoAV, Avould be 
the greatest calamity to the State in this crisis. The loss of this force 
in a fruitless attempt to relieve Colonel Inglis AA'ould, of course, involve 
Ids fall. I Avill remain, hoAvever, till the latest moment in this lAosition 
strengthening it, and hourly improA'ing my bridge-communication AA’ith 
Cawnpore, iii''^e hope that some error of the enemy may enable me to 
• strike a blow against them, and give the garrison an oiAportunity of 
bloAving up their Avorks and cutting their Avay out. 

The enemy is in such force at LucknoAV that to encounter him fiA'O 
niai’ches from their position would be to court annihilation. 


Telegram from Bieuicnant-Colonel Tttleb, to the Commandcr-in-Chlef, — dated 
Camjt Mtingulvar, 6th August 1867. 

"Wo left this place on the 4th, and bh'ouacked for the night at 
Vuao. On the morning of the 5th Ave advanced to Busherutgunge, 
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about six miles. Oa nearing tlie serai we found our intelligence of its 
being re-occupied correct. The two heavy guns { 24-pounders) and .two 
24-pbuuder howitzers were ordered to advance by the road. Six guns,, 
the 7Sth Highlanders, and the Sikhs under Colonel Hamilton, were to 
turn the left of the village by our right; and the 1st Madras Fusiliers 
and the 84th Foot w'ere to cover the turning column with the heavy 
guns. The movement expelled the enemy early from the serai, but 
they held obstinately the villages immediately on the other side of 
the street beyond the serai. 

They were turned out of this by the guns ; on advancing we met 
four guns, posted on, and to the right and left of the road ; our heavy 
guns silenced them, and they rvei'e withdrawn, the enemy retii'ing 
slowly, forced back but not beaten. It was purely an artillery fight, 
tlm infantry only occupying the villages when the enemy were expell- 
ed. The villages on our right and left were hold to the last by’’ the 
enemy, who continued to fire at long distances ; some went to the rear, 
and WG had to send the Sikhs with two guns to hold the serai and pro- 
tect our baggage. 

We lost two killed and twenty-throe wounded in this skirmish. The 
enemy lost heavily from the first fire of our 24-ppuuders. The whole trans- 
action was most unsatisfactory, only’ two small iron guns, formerly cap- 
tured by u.s, and destroy’ed in our idea, being taken. It became painfully 
evident to all that we could never reach Lucknow ; we had three 
strong positions to force, defended by fifty guns and 30,000 men. One 
night and a day had cost us, in sick and wounded, 104 Europeans and 
a fourth of our gun ammunition : this does not include our killed and 
dead, some ten men. We had 1,010 effective Europeans, and could, 
consequently, parade 900 or so ; the men are cowed by the numbers op- 
posed to them, and the endless fighting. Every village is held against 
us, the zemindars having risen to oppose us ; all the men killed ye.ster- 
day were zemindars. ^Ye know them to he all around us, iu bodies of 
500 or 600, iudepeudent of the regular levies. I therefore had no 
hesitation in giving it as my opinion that the force had no chance 
whatever of forcing its way into Lucknow, and that it was sacrificing 
it without a chance of benefiting the garrison ; that Cawnpore, with 
500 men (one-half sick), w’ould he in great danger, and had no 
chance of being reinforced, according to your telegram. All wei*e of 
the same opinion, and we retired to our position, five miles from the 
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river, to prevent TJnao and Busherutgunge being occupied in our 
rear. I will write more fully. 


From Major W. Mathew, Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, to the Sec- 
retary to the Government of India, in the Military Department, — No, 757, 
dated Calcutta, 6th August 1857. 


I have the honor, by desire of the Commander-in-Chief, to annex 


Recommends that r.er^ain sowars, who 
have been dismounted and disarmed, be 
permitted to proceed to their homes, and 
I'nquires wliat are the wishes of Go» 
vernment with regard to the horses of dis* 
xirined irregular cavalry soldiers. Solicits 
nuthority to confirm the entertainment of 
certain police sowars at Cuwnpare. 


copy of a letter No. 4, of the 
26th ultimo, from Brigadier* General 
J. G. S. Neill, Commanding at Cawn- ' 
pore, soliciting instructions for the 
disposal of certain sowars left at that 


station, who had been dismounted and disarmed by Brigadier-General 


Havelock, C.B., for misconduct before the enemy; and I am to request 
that, in submitting the questions to the Bight Hon’ble the Governor- 
General in Council, you will have the goodness to express His Excel- 
lency’s recommendation that they may be allowed to proceed to their 


homes on leave. 


2. In connection with this subject, I am to beg you will ascertain 
and communicate to me, for the information of Sir Patrick Grant, the 
wishes of His Lordship in Council, as to what compensation is to bo 
made to these men for their horses confiscated to the State, and also for 
those of all irregular cavalry apjoropriated for Government purposes, 
after disarming the riders and owners. 


3. I am desired further to solicit the authority of Government to 
confirm the entertainment of the ten police sowars, referred to by 
Brigadier-General Neill iu the second paragraj)h of his communication 
under reference. 


From Brigadier-General I. G. S. Neili., Commanding at Caionpore, to the Deputy 
Adjutant-General of the Army,— No. 4, dated Oawnpore, 26th July 1857. 

I have the honor to report that Brigadier-General Havelock, C.B., 
has left with me 69 sowars whom he, as reported to His Excellency the 
Gommander-in-Chief, dismounted and disarmed for misconduct before 
the enemy ; tljx^se.. men. in wdiom up here I have not the slightest 
confidence under my command, and of course 

to 1 ^ are ith the instructions being issued 

-Lvits weakness. s a eel sent away from this; several 

for Ihcrr disposal, I beg to suggest thei 
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are Oudh men ; some from about here and Delhi. I would never 
have brought them so far, feeling assured they would not resist temp- 
tation ; they did good service in the country about Benares and Allaha- ■ 
bad, and were only fit to act against dacoits and insurgents in the 
country for escort duties, &g. I can make no use whatever of these 
men. There are, I am informed, people well disposed towards the 
Government in this neighbourhood, who are willing to serve as 
sowars. I have directed the entertainment of ten for the i^olice I am 
re-establishing here ; and if the men I can get promise well, intend, 
should Government approve, to entertain sufiScient to establish some sort 
of reconnaissance, 'for we are now absolutely without any intelligence 
beyond what is obtained from scouts. The European Volunteer Cav- 
alry are not as yet sufficiently acquainted with the country or their 
duties in the field to be of much use to us, as no doubt they, with 
experience, will become. 


From Briffadier-General H. Havei.ock, c.b., to the Deputy Adjiikint-Genend 
of the Army,— dated Camp Mungtilwar, 6th August 1857. 

I beg 3'ou will acquaint His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
that having received information that the enemy had re-occupied Bush- 
erutgunge in force, I advanced against that place yesterday, turned the 
left of the position, with the Highlanders, Sikhs, and Captain Maude’s 
battery, under Colonel Hamilton : attacking in front with the rest of 
my force, I drove the enem)’^ out of the town and across the narrow 
causeway and bridge with great slaughter, and returned to this position 
at night ; not a soldier or armed villager on, the enemy’s side dared to 
follow me. 

The insurgents bad eight or ten guns beyond the causeway ; two on 
this side "of it, two of those beyond were 24-pounders. The whole 
were kept at such a distance, and withdrawn so rapidlj’’, that we never 
got a fair sight of them. None, therefore, fell into our hands, but twO' 
on the walls, which had been captured on the 29 bh ultimo, and dis- 
mantled by the Commandant of Artillery, so imperfectly, however, that 
the enemy again fired out of them. 

I estimate the loss of the enemy at 300 killed and wounded : mine 
was twenty-five. , The enemy will not, I fear, again venture to fight 
with a narrow causeway and swamp in his rear. 

i inclose a return of casualties ; also a sketch of the ground, 
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INCLOSUKE 14 IN No. 4. 

Casualty return of the troops under the immediate command of 
Brigadier-General H. Havelock, in the action at Busherut- 
gimge on 5th August 1SB7. 


Bcgiment, 


Artillery ... 

Her Majesty’s Gith 
„ 78th 

.. 

1st Madias Pusiliers 
Volunteer Cavalry 
Ferozeporc Regiment 

Total 


Kumd. 


S' 




B 


■Wounded, 





X 






0 
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1 

5 

5 
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. .. .2 CIS 

p >J W 


2 C "C c 
,nic ^ •£ 

s « S ^ 


1 21 


4 

1 

L g! 


1 2: 


Horses. 


Itciiiarks, 


• Two of these 
very sliptwl.v, 
iiliiiost iioiiiU 
Jinlly, 


Camp nvsavLvrw. 
The Olh Attgusl 1867. 


867 . ) 


Tola! cnsimllics ... ... 2.1. 

(Sd.) Jl. M. H.WULOCK, Lieut., 
Vcpji. Astt, Adjt.-Goil., Allahabad J/orcable C'dinnn. 


From Major Mathew, Depufy Adjutant-General of the Army, to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, Military Department, — dated Calculla, 8lh 
Avgust 1857. 

In fonvarding, for submission to the Eight Hon’ble the Govenior- 
„ , . r T, - V ^ , Geuei-al in Council, a despatcli," 

Porwnnis reporrs of Briffadier-Gcnern] • . . , . ^ 

Havelock’s operations Bgiinit the . muti- in original, froiii Brigadier-Geiieral 
iieers near the towns of Uiiao and Hush* tj tt i i 

ctutcunge. ’ ■“* Havelock, C.B., Cominantiing the 

* See pages 1 G 1 - 1 G 5 , Moveable Column, No. 39, of the 29th 

ultimo, detailing his operations against the mutineers near the towns of 
TJnaoand Busherutgunge, I have the honour to request 3 ’ou will state to 
His Lordship in Council that the Commander-iu-Chief considers th.-it 
the best acknowledgments of Government are due to the Brigadier- 
CScncral for the true soldierly skill and ability with which throo k. :-- ■ 

afilui-s wore conducted. 
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I am further to solicit the attcjition of the Governor-General in 
Council to the officers named by the Brigadier-General as most con- 
spicuous. His Excellenc}^ considers them especially Avorthy of commen- 
dation. 

Have the goodness to return the onclosui*es when no longer required. 

From Brigadier-General H. HaA'elock', c a., to the Beguty Adjutant General 
of the Army, — dated Bivouac Muugtilwar, Oiidh, 12lh August 1857. 

Be pleased to inform the Commander-in-Cliief that I was yesterda}'’ 
prepai’ed to cross over to Cawnpore by the bridges and boat equipage, 
which Lieutenant-Colcne) Ty tier and Captain Cromraeliu have estab- 
lished. But I had determined that if there should be an}’^ considerable 
assemblage of hostile troops in my front, I Avould not await their attack 
in this strong position, but take the initiative and strike a blow against 
them. In the course of the day a succession of spies brought me. 
information of about 4,000 men, with some guns, having come forward 
from Nawabgunge to Bnsherutgunge. I at once put my force in 
motion, although its baggage'and spare ammunition, additional doolies, 
&c., AA'^ere already on the right bank. My advanced guard pushed the 
enemy’s parties out of Unao, where my force bivouacked under trees. 
Marching at dawn, it found him for the third lime prepared to defend 
Busherutgunge, and thus came on our eiglith combat since the 12th 
Jul 3 ^ The insurgents were about 4,000 in number’, Avith six field guns. 
They had Amried their mode of defence by entrenching the village of 
Boorhea-ke-choAvkee, in advance of Busherut. My superior artillery 
fire Avould soon have crushed them, but I could only sloAvIy bring my 
batteries and eclieloued troops across the Avide and deep morasses 
Avhich protected their front ; meanwhile their shot and shell caused 
some loss in my ranks ; but Avheu these obstacles Avere passed, 
success Avas speedily achieved. The Higlilanders, Avithout firing a 
shot, precipitated themselves Avith a cheer upon the principal redoubt 
and captured two out of the three horse battery guns with Avhich itAvas 
armed. The Fusiliers at the same time drove the enemy^s extreme 
left before them, and their Avhole line A\'as speedily in full retreat. I 
estimate their ' loss at 300 killed and Avounded ; my oaaui aa’us thirty- 
five. I retraced my steps leisurel}' to this position. 

A body of troops under Munsoob Alee, a rebellious talookdar, mode an 
effort to interrupt our progress by a demonstration on our right flank, but 
Avere compelled to retreat by our artillery fire. This action has inspired 
much terror amongst the enemy and I trust Avill prevent his effectually 
' opposing our embarkation at CaAvupore which is a difficult operation. 

23 
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Return of ordnance captured during the action on the 12th A7igust 
1857, by the force under the comniand of Brigadier-General 
Havelock, c.b., at Boorhea-he-cho'wkee. 


Number. 

1 

Descnplion*. 

VTiere captured. 

1 Remarhs. 

i 

% 

9-ponnder gun, No. BOO ... ... 

Ditto No. BOi ... ... ... 

1 Tvaggon and 90 rounds of ammunition,' 
•with 70 fuzes. 

On the plain near Eusherutgunge ... 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 


2 


Camp JIttkouwais, 
irho ISlh August 1S&7, 

(Signed) H. M. HAVELOCK, Lieut., 
Depy, Asst, Adjf.-Qenl., Allahabad Moveable Column. 


(Signed) Q. S. COOPER, MaJ., 

Comdg. Artillery, 


Return of damage done to the carriages of the Artillery division 
during the action of the 12th August 1857. 


Nature of ordnance. 

, Nature of damage. 

Remarks; 

24 -pounder gun, iron 

1 Limber pole broken ... 

2 bullocks killed. 

12 -pounder howitzer, brass ... 

^ Limber boxes broken 


g.pounder guri 

Spring of Tacequet scale' and screw broken 

S bullocks killed ; 1 vrounded# 

24 -pounder howitzer 

Limber axle split, trail plate screw head 
broken, falon of limber wheel broken. 

1 8 bullocks killed. 

e-pounder gun 

Nave of wheel injured ... ... 


g.pounder ,, „ 


3 bullocks killed; 

g.pounder waggon 

1 spoke broken ... ... 


g.pounder „ ... ... 

1 wheel tire injured ... .., 



Camp Mtrs'otTi.WAR, ") (Signed) G. S. COOPER, 

The 12th August 18B7. ) Comdg. Artillery. 


(Signed) H. M. HAVELOCK, Lieut., 
Lepif, jisst. Adjt.-Gtnl., Allahabad Moveable Column, 
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Telegram from Srigtulicr-Geniral IT. IfAYF.i.rcK, C.B., io iJie • Ccmmamler-in- ' 
Chief, — dated. Camp, loth, August lSo7. 

It is now that I should report to Your Excellency’- the fearfitl 
inroads cholera is niahing ill nw little force; to-day there have been 
eleven fatal cases. The total sick and woiuideel is 335. The total 
British strength is 1,415. I do not despond. I must march to-morrow 
against Bithoor, but it seems advisable to look the evil in the face, 
for there is no chance but between re-in forcem cuts or gradual absorp- 
tion hy disease. 'J'lie medical men j'esfei'day recommended nponj^ 

1 don’t halt Avhilo the enemy keeps the held; and, in truth, our health 
has suffeicd less fearfully when in bivouacs than in Cawnpore. 1 will 
Dot return to the cantonments if I can help it, but sLa}’ cither in camp 
at Isawabgunge or further from the cit}'. 

A number of widow's of Christian drummers murdered by Nana 
Sahib represent that they .and their children are starving. I will, if 
Your Excellency sends me the sanction of Government, order them an 
advance from the military chest to the amount of their regulated pension 
from the day of the murder. They have no certificates of last-pay, 
b-Ut assert their husbands were two mimths in arrears. 

Telegram from the Ccmmixsloner at Jimares, to the G or ernor^ General of Indict 
ill Council,— dated Benares, 17 ih August 18d7, 1-50 r-it. 

Brigadier Neill writes, Cawmporo, I4th August: General Havelock 
recroshC'd all his men yesterday ; they are much worn out by fatiguo 
and exposure, and urgently required rest and care of their liealth. 
Loss has been gi-eat from sickness ; the force is much too weak to 
attempt any advance on Lucknow, which is not to bo thought of until 
ro-inforceraents arrive. Nothing has been heard from Lucknow since 
iho^OiTf entered Oudli.- I bear from Chester that the rebels are at 
Bithoor '^tli cigljt guns, and will be attacked soon. The Jumna 
gun-boat niigfeJ not give much help, Kocr Slug has passed through 
Sassornm to Rhota§j.-..All as usual in the division except the unhappy 
abandonment of Goruckpore by all but the brave F. M, Bird, -who 
Btands fast, 

Trorn Brigadier-General IT. ILwelock, c.n., to the tleputg Adjutant-General 
cf the Arrng,— dated Bivouac Bithoor, IT lit August 1S57. 

1 have to icquesb the favour of your informing the Comraander- 
^ maicliod to this place yesterdaj'. 

* Sit in originM. 
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Tlio mutineers of the 31st and 42nd from Sangor, the ]7lh from 
Fyzahad, and sepoys of other regiments, with troops of the 2nd Light 
Cavahy and 3rd IrregnlarSj unifed to a portion of Nana Sahib’s troops, 
tvere with two guns iti one of the strongest positions I liave ever seen ! 
tliey nlinibol'ed 4,000 men. The plain, densely' covered with tlnchet, 
and flanked by villages, has two streams flowing through it, not fordable 
by troops of any arm, and only to be crossed by two narrow bridges, tho 
furthest of which was protecteil by an entrenchment armed with artillery : 
the road takes a turn after passing the second bridge, which protects 
the defenders from direct firej and behind are the narrow streets and 
brick'-honses of Bithoor. I mnsb.do the mutineers the justice to pro- 
nounce that they fought obstinately; otherwise they could not for a 
whole hour have held their own, even with much advantages of ground, 
against my p) 0 'verfnl artillery 'fire; the streams prevented my turning 
them, and my troops wete received, in assaulting the position, by a 
lieav}' rifle and musketry fire from the I'ifle and battalion companies 
.engaged ; but, after a severe struggle, the enemy were driven back ; 
their guns captured, and infantry chased off the field, in full retreat 
towards Seorajpote. Had I possessed cavalry, not a rebel or mutineei" 
could have reached that place alive; ns it is, they shall not long 
remain there unmolested. 

• The loss of the enemy is estimated at 250 killed and wounded j 
mine is 49, and my numbers are further reduced by sunstroke and 
cholera. . 

I inclose a sketch of the position ; returns of killed and wounded, 
and captured ordnances. 



Casualty rctiD'ii; showing the ^lumber of Jcilled, u’ou'nded, and missing of the troops binder the immediate command 
of Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., in the action of the 16lh Aug^LSt 1857, at Bithoor. 
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Total casualties ... 49, 

Bivouac Brrnoon. \ ' (Signed) H, HAVELOCK, iiotiL, 

The iBCh August 1SS7,, S Dopy, Asst, A<Jjt,-Genl., Allahabad Moveable Column, 






































NOMINAL LIST OP OFFICERS KILLED AND WOUNDED 1'83 


ominal list of officers hilled and looxinded of ihe troops under the 
immediate command of Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., in 
the action of the 16th of August 1867. 


Rank. 

Name. 

Regiment. | 

Killed or wounded. 

Remarks., 

Captain 

j A. Mackenzie .... 

1 1 

I 

78tli Highlanders ... ! 

1 

Woupded ... 1 

Slightly. 


Bitotjac Bithook, (sa.) H. M. HAVELOCK. Lieut., 

The IGth August 18B7. J Lepg. Asst. Adjt.-Genl., Allahabad jllbveable Column. 


Return of ordnance captured hy the troops under the immediate 
command of Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., during the 
action of the 16th of August 1857. 


Numher, 

De^scriptipn, 

Where captured. 

Remarks. 

1 

4-pounder brass (Native) 

In the position covering Bithoor 


1 

6-ponndcr ditto (service) ... 

Ditto 

ditto. 



1 Native limber (ditto) ... 

Ditto 

ditto. 



1 „ cart (ditto) ... 

Ditto 

ditto. 



ii rounds ammunition (4.pou-der) ... 

Ditto 

ditto. 



55 cartridges (6-pounder) ... 

Ditto 

ditto. 



18 shot (ditto) 

Ditto 

ditto. 


2 

8 barrels powder ... 

Ditto 

ditto. 



Bivooac BIIHOOK, (Sd.) G. S. COOBEE. J/ctJ., 

The IGth August 1SS7. i Comdg. Arty. Livision, 


(Sa.) H. M. HAVELOCK, Lieut., 

•- Lepy. Asst. Adjt.-Genl., Allahabad Moveable Column. 

Telegram from Lieutenant Stanton, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Calcutta, — dated Slier ghotty,- 17th, August 1837, 

News received from Benares-accounts from Delhi to 2nd instant, 
reinforcements were arriving End troops in good spirits. General 
Havelock has not relieved Lucknow ; he has I’etumed to Cawnpoi’e, after 
again heating ■ the enemy and taking two guns. Lucknow gai'rison 
believed to ho well, and ahle to hold out, 5th Fusiliers detained at 
Mirzapore for further orders. Koer Sing has bolted round over the 
hills towards llhotus.* 


* Rhotus — sic in original. Rohtas, pergunna in Shahabad, Bengal. 
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Telegram from Offirer Commanding al Alhiliiihad, io ilic Ctmmander-in-Chief, 
— dated Atlaliahad, ISth August ISoT, d-W r.xr. 

Learning from common report that an advance on LnchnoAv, v>a the 
Gongj-a, is contemplated, and knowing sometliing of the river, I take 
tlie libert}' to state the advance on Lucknow b}' Googra is not advisa- 
ble unless the services of Jkfaun Sing be secured. 

First. - The warlike population of Oiidli, ospccialh', is swarmed by 
mutinous troops,* and would possibly be too sti-ong for our small force 
divided, because a portion Avonhl proceed up the Googra and a portion 
would be sent to joiu General Havelock. 3'he united force would have 
a far better effect. 

Secondly . — The Googra has never been piloted this season, the 
river will fall, and, should tltc steamer stick on a sand bank, it would be 
difficult to extricate her, esiiecially when harassed at the same time by 
the enemy. Great delay would, at any rate, occur, I have been down 
the Googra between Toondah and Gopalpore ; there are many forts; the 
people are of a bad character; the river steamers liave generally bad 
and insufficient machinery, and their commandcrs'are totally unaccus- 
tomed to face such contingencie.s ; therefore it would bo a very difficult 
operation. 

Foitrthly .^' — Distance Fj'zabad to Lucknow, eiglity miles ; road not 
metalled, nor generally bridged; inhabitants of Doricaol, near Fyzabad, 
of the worst description, as also those of Nawabgnnge, in the vicinity 
of Lucknow. Supplies would be obtained with much difficult}'. 

Fift/dji . — At Fyzabad carriage could only be procured with the 
greatest difficult}'; commissariat arrangemonts w'ould be slow thoro. 
Dyram Ghat is nearer to Lucknow, but would necessitate longer river 
navigation. Same objections ap 2 >ly with regard to commissariat ar- 
rangements. 


Telegram from Brigadier-General Ncir.T., io ilie Commandcr-in-Chicf — dalcd 
Cauiiqiore, ISlh Avgust lSo7, 3-dO P.M. 

Bccoived your telegram of 17th, 3 P.M. 

^ Having advanced on night of 4th, met enemy near old ground, fol- 
Imving da} defeated him, and returned that night to position, six miles 
oft; men much knocked uji. 


* Sic in original. 
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Oa the 6th, I sent steamer up mth small part of Artillery, Fusi- 
liers, and Sikhs on board, to look up Bithoor where enemy were assem- 
bling, and had good effect. The 42nd and men there driven out' and 
punished on 8th. 

General Havelock intimated his intention, as river was risen, to 
recross when bridge was finished. On the afternoon of lltfa, he sent 
over baggage and ammunition, when the latter was ordered back by 
him, and he again advanced that night, defeated enemy on old ground 
next day, took and brought away two guns, and returned to old position ; 
that night he recrossed to this side ; next day troops mueh knocked up. 

-About 4,000 enemy, with five guns, had been at Bithoor and 
Sheorajpore for some days, threatening this, but I could have kept 
them out. 

On the 16th, Havelock moved out, in one column, to Bithoor, carried 
the enemy’s position, captured two guns, and men too much exhausted 
to follow them up ; returned on 17th. Had lost, in all three operations, 
severely (besides by enemy) from sunstroke, cholera, and effect of 
exposure and fatigue, 324, including 6 wounded officers, sick ; 12 sol- 
diers killed by sunstroke on 16 th ; all this telling on the men severely. 
Best they must have. 

No accounts from inside of our position at Lucknow since 22ndi 
but late native accounts represent them holding out well, the enemy 
making no impression. 

News from Agra up to 9th — all well ; and from Delhi up to 4th 
most cheering ; the mutineers evidently breaking up there. 

Nothing can be done towards Lucknow from this until reinforced. 
An advance now, with reduced numbers (and those nearly used up from 
exposure and ffitigue), would be madness. Cholera still among us, but 
confined to those who have been exposed ; is subsiding. 


Telegram from brigadier- General H, Hateioce, c.b., to the Commander-in^ 
Chief, — dated Cawnpore, 18th August 1857, 4-50 p.m. 

I recommend the Victoria Cross to Lieutenant Crowe, 78th 
Highlanders, who was the first to enter the redoubt at Bourzekee* 
Chowkee, the intrenched village in front of Busherutgunge on the 12th , 
instant. 


• Bourhea-ke-cbowke. 


24 
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I recommend for the same decoration Lieutenant Havelock, 10th 
Foot. In the combat at Ca-wnpore he was my aide-de-camp. The 64th 
Eegiment had been much under artillery fire, from -which it had severely 
suffered. The whole of the infantry were Ij'ing down in line ; when 
IJerceiving that the enemy had brought out the last reserved gun (a 
24-pounder), and were rallying round it, I called up the regiment to 
rise and a,dvance. Without an}’- other word from me, Lieutenant Havelock 
placed himself on his horse in fii'ont of the centre of the 64th, opposite 
the muzzle of the gun. Major Stirling, commanding the regiment, was 
in front, dismounted, but the Lieutenant continued to move steadily on 
in front of the regiment, at a foot pace, on his horse. The gun dis- 
charged shot until the troops were within a short distance, when they 
fired grape. In went the corps, led by the Lieutenant, who still steered 
steadily on the gun’s muzzle, until it was mastered by a rush of the 
64th. 


Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Allahabad, to the Commandcr-in-Chxef , — 
dated Allahabad, 18th August 1867, 12’50 r.M. 

Postal communication restored with Oawnpore ; also telegraphic- 
communication. Both had been inteiTupted since the 10th by /some 
insurgent villagers at Moorutgunge, about twenty-one miles from this 
on the Cawnpore road. All well here, and at Cawnpore. General 
Havelock returned to Cawnpore on the 13th, not being strong enough 
to get to Luckno^Y• 

Telegram fi'om the Commander-in- Chief, to JWajor- General H. IlAViitoCK, dated 

19th Avgust 1857. 

I have received your despatches, by telegi-aph, of the 6th and 12th 
instant, reijorting the successful result of the attacks made on the 
enemy by the force under your command on those days respectively. 

The sustained energy, promptitude, and vigorous action by which 
your whole proceedings have been marked, during the late difficult 
operations, deserve the highest praise, and it will bo a most agi-coable 
duty to mo to make known to his Lordship the Governor-General the 
sense I cntertaiir of the able manner in -which j'ou have carried out the 
instructions of Sir Patrick Grant. 

I beg jou to express to the officers and men of the different 
corps undei v our command, the pride and .satisfaction I have experien- 
ced in reading jour leports of the intrepid valour they havo displayed 
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upon every occasion they have encountered the vastly superior numbers 
of the enemy,- and how nobly they have maintained' those qualities 
for which British soldiers have ever been distinguished, high courage 
and endurance. - ' • ■ . . 

I entirely concur in the soundness of the view you have taken of 
your position, in your telegraph of the 6th instant, from Mungulwar, 
and of all the reasons which influenced you to defer for the present 
active operations. 

1 esteend niyself most fortunate in having the benefit of your assis- 
tance, and that I should find you in the important situation in which 
you are placed at the moment. 


[telegram from the Officer Commanding at Ailahahad, to the Govei^nor-Ceiieral qf 
India in Council, — dated Allahabad, I9th August 1857, 5p.ii. 

News of approach of rebels from Oudh, and joined by the Gwalior 
people, received. Steamer Juvina sent up the Ganges to destroy 
boats, and prevent the Oudh people crossing. tJnless General Havelock 
be strengthened, danger may be apprehended. Two hundred and 
eighty men of the 5th Fusiliers have been detained at Mirzapore, wait- 
ing General Ou tram's orders ; they should be ordered up quickly. 

Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Allahabad, to the Commander-in-Chief,—' 
dated Allahabad, .19th August 1857, 8~30 p.ir. 

Party which I sent out to re-open communication with Cawnpore 
has completely succeeded in doing so, and dispersing the rebels in 
numbers, for forty miles from this ; still, indications of pressure from 
Oudh exist. The JumTid steamer has been sent by me for about 
one-third of the way up the Ganges to destroy all boats on the 
river, and return here, for I cannot spare the European soldiers sent in 
her to go up to Cawnpore. I fear that eventually communication 
between this and Benares may be cut off. I have no men to send to 
protect the villages between the trunk road and Oudh on the Benares 
side. The Oudh Thesselders are gradually seizing these villages. 

Telegram from Brigadier-General Neilx, to the Commander -in- Chief, — dated Catcn- 
giore, 19th August 1857, i-50 P.ar. 

Eequire every man ^Ye can get. Would like one regiment, Madras 
Native Infantry. Parties of the enemy on opposite bank of river, in 
sight of this'; also collecting boats to cross twelve miles down. Steamer 
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gone to destroy them. Havelock encampfed near Native cavalry lines. 
Europeans much used up ; imperative they should he rested, and not 
exposed ; they are not equal to a few miles’ march ; 846 in hospital, 7 
officers sick, also 120 convalescent — ^total, 17 officers, and 466 men, non- 
effective. The sooner a permanent work to secure our stores, maga- 
zines, &c., is commenced upon, the better ; the present site will never 
do. Think the artillery carriages the best. 

Telegram from Brigadier-General H. Haveioce, io the Commander-in-Chief , — 
dated Cawnpore,19tJi August 1857, 1-10 p.m. 

There is a combination against us which will require our best exer- 
tions to baffie. The troops from Oudh have come down to the left bank, 
and will threaten Cawnpore ; meanwhile boats are collecting at Futtch- 
pore to enable a portion of their troops to cross there and interrupt the 
communication with Allahabad ; whilst the Gwalior Contingent (strong 
in artillery, and provided with a siege-train) passes at Calpee, and attacks 
my diminished force. I will do my best against them, but the risk is 
great. 

I have sent the steamer down to destroy the boats at Futtehpore. 
I should bring into the field eight good guns, but the enemy are reported 
to have from 29 to 30. These are great odds, and my 900 soldiers may 
be opposed to 5,000 organized troops. The loss of a battle would ruin 
everything in this part of India. I could entice the enemy at Calpee, 
and prevent their crossing the Jumna, or permit them to cross, and 
drive them back into it, if my force were adequate to the effort, but it 
is fearfully weak, and disease daily diminishes my numbers. 

As I am told in the camp that Tour Excellency has heard nothing 
of my movements since the 4th of the month, I will mention that, 
hitherto, everything has gone on prosperousl 3 ^ I struck a heavy blow 
against the Oudh troops on the 12th at Busherutgunge — third fight 
there, and recrossed the Ganges that day in less than six hours, without 
the slightest inteiTuption. On the 1 6th I defeated the Saugor troops at 
Bithoor, and destro 3 'ed eveiything there. 

I will make head against this new danger with the like determina- 
tion ; but without reinforcements, I do onl 3 ' hope for success. 

J7rom Zfajor-Gcneral Sir J. Octeam, io the Governor-General of India in Coun- 
cil, dated Binajjorc, 19th August 1857. 

On the c\ouing of the loth instant we anchored off Bhagulporc, 
■w ere an cd to inspect the defensive preparations of Mr, Yule, the 



LETTER FROM MAJOR-GENERAL OUTRAM 


189 


Commissioner, -wliich I found to be everything I could desire ; eighty 
men of Her Majesty’s 5th Regiment occupying a Mahomedan tomb on 
an elevated * * and impregnable to any enemy not’/urnished 
■with artillery, and -which thoroughly commands and protects the^Com- 
missioner’s house and public offices. Mr. Yule had kindly given up a 
portion of his house for a hospital for the Europeans, among -whom 
cholera had broken out and three had died ; others -were suffering, but 
the disease had taken a milder form, and I trust -will have entirely 
ceased by this time. At midnight Mr. Yule came on board to inform 
me that the 5th Irregular Cavalry, stationed at Bhagulpore, had moun- 
ted their horses and fled (with their arms) three hours before, though 
only just reported to him. It appears that as our steamer and fiat 
exhibited only about twenty soldiers, they imagined that a stronger body 
was concealed, -with the purpose of surprising and disarming them 
during the night, which caused the panic under which they fled. Half 
of their Native officers remained. The troopers molested no one, and 
left all their property behind them. Before our departure, shortly 
after daybreak on the 16th, Mr. Yule reported that he had ascertained 
the Cavalry had taken the direction of Bowsee, thirty-six miles froni 
Bhagulpore, where the head-quarters of the 32nd Native Infantry 
are stationed. 

To this moment we have learnt nothing further of their proceed- 
ings, nor whether or not they induced the 32nd Regiment to follow 
their example ; but the flight of the sowars, having been reported by 
telegraph to Monghyr and Dinapore, had created, we found on arrival 
at those places, a veiy unnecessary alarm. 

Mr. Tucker (of Monghyr) bad withdra^wn his detachment of 
Europeans (fifty men of the 5th Fusiliers) into the fort, some three 
miles in circuit, all the gates of which, except one, he had closed up, . 
and the to-^vn was left -without any protection. Certainly fifty 
European soldiers could bo no real protection to so extensive a place, 
but their mere appearance in the to^vn gave a sense of security to the 
people and taking them away to shut them up in the fort had, of 
course, the very contrary effect. I therefore wrote to Mr. Tucker, 
remonstrating against the measure, and caused corresponding instruc- 
tions to be conveyed officially to the officer commanding ; I also direct- 
ed the Commanding Officer at Baghpore to send up to Monghyr thirty 
of his party of Eirropeans, the remainder of his detachment being 
quite sufficient for that place, in addition to the Hill Rangers ) and 
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both places have novr as much European protection as can possibly 
be afforded, and quite as much as is needed to give confidence'. ' 

On arrival near Patna, the night before last, I learnt that the 
panic had extended to Dinapore, and that the 90th Eegiment, which had 
passed up the river four days before, had been recalled. I immediately 
despatched an express to prohibit the return of the regiment, bnt 
unfortunatelj^ it did not reach in time to stop the return vessels, which 
came back yester-evening, and, I regret to say, with cholera on board 
(a doctor and three men had died) ; this has necessitated landing the 
men in order to cleanse and purify the vessels, which cannot be ready 
for their reception before to-morrow evening. The delay thus caused 
in the advance of this regiment, and the disease likely to be engen- 
dered by prolonged confinement on board crowded boats during the 
present extreme heat, is the inoi’e particularly provoking as there is, in 
reality, no cause whatever for alarm here. So satisfied am I on this 
subject (after the precautions I 'have ordered to be carried out, the 
mountain-train guns being placed at the opium godowns in such a 
position as to effectually protect them, and at the same time overawe 
the town, &c.), that I have ordered a detachment of 100 men.of the 
90th Eegiment, Avhich had been kept back here, to rejoin the regi- 
ment; and another 100 men of the 5 th Fusilier.?, -who also had been 
retained here, I would likewise send away, were it not they are re- 
quired for the town duties, which could not safely be cutrustod to the 
10th Eegiment, under the lax discipline and e.xasperatod feelings it 
displays towards natives of all classes just now ; distressing evidence, 
if not positive proof, of which will be furnished to Government as 
soon as the Court of Inquiry, now sitting, closes its proceedings as to 
the authors of the cold-blooded murder of several of the sepoys- 
•who had not gone off with the mutineers, and which there is too much 
reason to believe was jrerpetrated by the soldiers in revenge for the 
slaughter of their comrades at Arrah, 

I propose taking on two guns of the battery here (leaving the 
mountain-train for seiwice in Behar, if necessary hereafter, for which I 
intended it), and also Major Eyre’s battery to Benares, where I intend, 
if practicable, to organize a column to advauce to Lucknow through 
Jaunpore, between the Syo and Goomtee rivers, the only course now 
loft by which we can hope to relieve our garrison in Lucknow ; General 
Ia\ clock having again retired from the attempt, and recrossed the Gauges 
to Cawnpore, unablo, I imagine, to cross the Sye in the faco of the 
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enemy, the bridge having been destroyed. In addition to the artillery 
above mentioned, I can only have the 5th Fusiliers and 90th Eegiment, 
so -weakened by detachments as to amount together to less than 1,000 
men, some of the Goorkhas, perhaps, and the Madras Regiment now 
on its way up the river ; but I hope to arrange with General Have- 
lock to effect a junction with such troops as he can forward from 
Cawnpore, to cross the Ganges about Futtehpore, and pass the >Sye 
near R}^ Bareilly. My column having effected its way so far, would 
there prepare rafts (on inflated skins) by which these reinforcements 
would cross the Sye. We should then be in sufficient strength, I trust, 
to force our way to Lucknow. 

All that I have to do here will be completed by to-morrow, and no 
time shall be lost in pushing up to Benares, from whence I hope to 
send back most of the steamers and flats now here and above. Aware, 
as I am, how urgently those vessels are required at Calcutta, I am very 
much vexed such great and unnecessary dela 3 ’'S should have inter- 
posed my detentions here and at MirAapore, and other places, and Your 
Lordship may rely on my preventing any further delays that can 
possibly be avoided. 

Telegram from Major-General Sir J. OutbAm, to the Secretary to the Government 
of India, — dated Uinaporc, 20th August 185T, 

I recommend that all spare medical officers in Calcutta or the 
Lower Provinces may be sent to Allahabad for field service, with orders 
to call at Dinapore and Benares for instructions in case of any urgent 
demand for their services. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir J. Ouxbah, to the Commander-hi-Chief— dated 

Dinapoi’e, 20th August 1857. 

Received at Dinapore on the evening of the 20th August by letter 
from Monghyr, dated yesterday, the purport of a message from your 
Excellency, read by a gentleman at the telegraph station, five miles from 
Monghyr, which he thus communicated. Last message which should 
have arrived at Patna, not yet received. Beg to refer to letter I yes- 
terday addresed to Governor-General, stating manner in which I jourpose 
relieving Lucknow (not prudent to entrust to telegraph), which would 
necessitate disembarking 5 th and 9th regiments at Benares instead of 
Allahabad. Ifnotapproved, Your Excellency’s orders by telegra 25 h may 
?each me at Benares by the time those regiments can get there, Had 
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already telegraphed to-day, urging despatch of wing of the 29th to re- 
lieve the detachments o£ regiments at B.erhampore, Bhogulpore, 
Monghyr, Patna, and Busar, which cannot rejoin their head-quarters 
until so relieved. Will see that garrison of Allahabad is up to strength 
Your Excellency mentioned. 

Telegram from Srigadier- General H. Havelock, to the Commander-in- Chief— 
dated Cawnpore, 20th Avgust 1857, 7 p.m. 

I was appointed to the command of the force above designated in 
July last. Between the 12th of that month and the present date I have 
been engaged with the enemy at Futtehpore, Pandoo Nuddee, Cawnpore, 
in Oudh, at TJnao twice, at Busherutgunge, at Boorja, Keechowk* and 
Bithoor. On every occasion I had defeated him and captured in the 
field forty guns, besides recovered for the State sixty more. But I 
was unable for want of troops to march on Lucknow. 

My force, which lost men in action, and has been assailed in the most 
awful way by cholera, is reduced to 700 in the field, exclusive of detach- 
ments which guard the entrenchments here, and keep open communica- 
tion with Allahabad. I am theatened by a force of 6,000 men from 
Gwalior, with some twenty or thirty guns. I am ready to fight anything ; 
but the above are great odds, and a battle lost here would do the interest 
of the State much damage. I solicit Your Excellency to send me reinforce- 
ments. I can then assume the initiative, and march to Agra and Delhi 
wherever my services may be required. With 2,000 British soldiers 
nothing could stand before me and my powerful artillery. I shall soon 
have equipped eighteen guns, six of siege calibre ; but I want artillery- 
men and officers, and infantry soldiers. 

Telegram from Brigadier- General H. Havelock, to the Commander-in-Chief , — 
dated Caionpore, 21st August 1857, 12-30 P.M. 

I cannot express the gratification with which I have perused Your 
Excellency’s telegram of the 19th instant, which has just reached me. 
The approbation of my operations and views conveyed to me by 
so distinguished a soldier, more than repays me for the' labours 
and responsibilities of two arduous campaigns, undertaken, of necessity, 
at a most tinpropitious season ; my soldiers will as highly and deeply 
value Your Excellency s commendation. I am for the present unablo to 
give them shelter from the extreme inclemency of the weather, and the 
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repose of which they stand in need ; but sickness continues in our ranks 
— we lose men by cholera in the number of six daily. I will frankly 
make known to Your Excellency my prospects for the future. If 1 can 
receive prompt reinforcements, so as to make up my force to 2,000 or to 
2, .500 men, I can hold this place with a high hand ; protect my com- 
munications with anything that comes against me ; and be ready to take 
a part in active operations on the cessation of the rains. I may be attack- 
ed from Gwalior by the mutinous contingent, with 5,000 men and 30 
guns, or by the Goorkhas which are assembling at Furruckabad under 
rebellious Nababs, which have also a formidable artillery; but as they 
can partly unite, I can defeat either or both in fights ; but if regiments 
cannot be sent me, I see no alternative but abandoning for a time the 
advantages I have gained in this part of India and retiring upon Al- 
lahabad, where everything will be organised for a triumphant advance 
in the cold season. It is painful to report that, in the latter event, 
Cawnpore, and the surrounding countries, in fact the whole Doab, would 
be abandoned to rapine and misery, and Agra will fall unsupported. I 
do not consider that our force would be compromised, for id truth the 
case* (base) of the operation is, strange to say, like the Punjab. I 
have endeavoured briefly to state my case, and must leave the decision 
of the important question involved in it to Your Excellency. 

I do most earnestly hope that you will be able to provide prompt 
reinforcements; my communications with Allahabad will be quite safe 
as soon as detachments begin to pass upwards. I had sufficiently 
explained the danger to which I am exposed should the enemy at 
Gwalior take the initiative, and move on Galpee with his imposing force ; 
it is to my left rear; and a force would at the same time endea- 
vour to cross from Oudh to Futtehpore ; this Avould cut in my rear, and 
prevent even the advance of my reinforcements. I have sent a steamer 
to destroy his boats, but have no news of its success. The Furruckabad 
force would also assail’me, and this column, hitherto triumpliant, would 
be destroyed. The Gwalior force on the Jumna is 5,000 strong, with 
thirteen guns. The force, threatening Futtehpore and Dalmow Ghaut 
may at any moment, by the fall of Lucknow, swell to 20,000, with all the 
disposable artillery of the province. The Furruckabad force is 12,000 
men with twelve guns. If I do not get any promise of reinforcement 
from Your Excellency, by return of telegraph, I will retire at once to- 
wards Allahabad. I can no longer bear . a defenceless entrenchment ; 


♦ Sic in original, 


25 




194, 


THE INDIAN MUTINY 


that on the river being taken in the rear by the enemy assembling on 
the right bank of the Ganges. 

From the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, to the 

Deputy Ad jntant-General of the Army, — Fo, 803, dated Fort William, 21st 

August 1837. 

In returning the enclosures of 3 'our letter No. 724;, of the Slst ultimo, 
I am directed to acquaint jmu, for the information of His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, that the Eight Hon’ble the Govenior-General 

« Dntpd respectively, Camp, Pandoo in Council has readBrigadiei’-Geiieral 
Nuddee, the 15th and Camp Cawnpore, , i 

the 20th .July 1857. Idavelock s reports* with the highest, 

gratification, and His Lordship in Council desires to assure His Ex- 
cellency that the Government of India will not be unmindful of the 
courage, skill, and exertions -which have marked the progress of the 
Brigadier-General’s Column, and of the signal service -which that gallant 
force and its commander have rendered to the Government. 

Telegram from Drigadiet'-General H. Havelock, to the Commander -in- Chief, 

— dated Caicnporc, 22nd August 1837, 9 a.m. 

Received this morning Your Excellency’s telegmmf of 20 th instant, 

7 P.M. I beg to offer my sincere thanks for the reinforcements from 
Dinapore therein announced, viz., head-quarters, 90th Regiment, and 
detachment of 5th Regiment ; their arrival here will be anxiously 
expected, and I trust they will onl}-- be the advanced guard of far 
stronger reinforcements, which I urgently need ; I want another com- 
pany of artillery to -work my heavy guns, and cavalry to enable mo 
to improve success. I have commenced the tracing a field work in 
>Yhich a detachment can ahvays be left -when I march out against an 
enem}’-. The former entrenchment on the river bank has ceased to be 
applicable to circumstances. Part of the Gwalior men 'have crossed 
the Jumna, and are already at Orlega. Choleia, I regret to say, still . 
dissolves us ; I lost two officers last night ; I am preparing to send off 
sick and wounded to Allahabad. 

, Telegram from Commander-in-Chief, to Major-General Sir James OctteaM, 
dated 22nd August 1857, IJ-io-r.M. 

I am rejoiced to hear of your arrival at Dinapore. 

'■-.^^The lorce under General Havelock is reduced, by casualties on 
Pcrvic^xmd by cholera, which has been and still rages in his camp, to 
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700 men in the field eKclusive of detachments which guard the en* 
trenchmentj and keep open the communication with Allahabad. He 
is threatened by a force of some 5,000 men with some twenty or 
thirty guns, from G^iValior, besides the Oudh Force. He says, he “ is 
ready to fight anything, but the above are great odds, and a battle 
lost would do the interest o’f the State infinite damage ; I solicit 
reinforcements.” His applications for assistance have been frequent, 
and, deeming his situation to demand immediate aid, I ordered the. 
90bh Regiment to be sent to him with all possible speed as also the 
detachment of the 5th Regiment which was on board the Benares 
steamer, if it could be spared. Pray send the 90th Regiment at once 
to his aid. I will write to you to-morrow. 


Telegram from the Commander-in- Chief, to Major-General H. HivnirOCK, 
dated Calcutta, 23rd August 185T, 9-30 a.m. 

I have received your telegrams of the 21st August, 12-30 p.M„ 
and the 22nd August, 9 A.M. 

By a telegram from General Outram, dated Dinapore, 17th August, 
to the Governor-General, he appeared to have arrived on the 16th or 
I7th at that place. He states to the Governor-General that the 90th 
Regiment, which left Dinapore on the 14th for Allahabad, had been 
recalled by the local authorities, and was then (l7th instant) at Dina- 
pore. 

A telegram from me to General Outram, dated 18th instant, 
entreated him to send you the 90th, and also a detachment of the 
Fusiliers, if the latter could be spared, without delay, and I trust this 
will have been done. I took the precaution of writing to General 
Outram to prevent the local authorities exercising any discretion 
with respect to the 90th Regiment. 

As Dinapore is off the line of telegraph, my telegram to General 
Outram of the 18th instant would possibly not reach him before the 
20th. I despatched another telegram at 11-46 P.M., on the 22nd instant 
(last night), repeating ray entreaty to send you the 90th, I sent this 
telegram to Benares, as well as Dinapore. I agree in all that you say 
about your position, and from the moment of my arrival have felt 
your being made strong at Cawnpore to be of the first importance. 
The detention of this regiment, and other detachments, by the local 
authorities at different points, while on their way to Allahabad, I deeply 
regret, I have no artillery. I propose to send, to-day, coiues of all 
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your receut. telegrams to General Outram that he may have an exact 
knowledge of all you have been doing, and of your position at this 
moment. 

Captain Peel, Royal Navy, with 500 sailors, and ten 8 -inch guns, 
with ammunition, &e., left this on the 20 th for Allahabad. 


Telegram from the Commandcr-in-Chief, to Uajor-General Sir J". Outbam, dated 
Calcutta, 23rd Augzist 1857, 11-15 a.m. 

Since my telegram to you of 11-45 last night (August 22ud), urging 
the immediate despatch to Allahabad and Cawnpore of the 90tli Regi- 
ment, and, if possible, also of the detachment of the 5th Regiment, 
on board the Benares steamer, I have received two fresh telegrams 
from General Havelock, pressing for reinforcements. He states, unless 
immediate reinforcements are promised by telegraph, he must at once 
abandon Cawnpore, and fall back on Allahabad. 

His loss by cholera was 6 men dail}’^, and he had lost two officers on 
the 20th by the same disease. His sick in hospital were 331, principally 
cholera and w'ounds. The Gwalior force, noted at 5,000 men, with 30 
guns, had crossed the Jumna. 

I will send you, by post, copies of all his recent telegrams address- 
ed to the Commander-in-Chief. This includes those to General Grant, 
as well as to myself. 

I believe the troops, not onlj”- in the Dinapore, but also in the 
Cawnpore Division, have been placed under your orders, and you should 
therefore be acquainted with all that has recently taken place in the 
neighbourhood of Cawnpore. 

Telegram from Jlrigadier-G eneral Hateloce, Cawnpore, to the Commander-in- 
Chief, Calcutta, dated Cawnpore, Sunday, 23rd. August 1857, 5 r.ii. 

I forward to Your Excellency a copy of a letter , this day received 
from Colonel Inglis, 23rd' Regiment, Commanding at the Residency, 
Lucknow: — 

Jjuclcnow, 16th August 1657. 

Mt Dear General, 

A note from Colonel Tytler to Mr. Gubbins, reached last night, 
dated Mungtilwar, 4th instant, the latter part of which is as folloAvs; — 
on must .aid us in every way, even to cutting 3 ’our way out, if we can’t 
force our w.ay in ; we have only a small force.’^ Tliis has caused me much 
unoasmoss, as it is quite impossible with my weak and shattered force 
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tliat I can leave my defences. You must bear in mind how I am ham- 
pered, that I have upwards of 120 sick and wounded, and at least 220 
women, and about 230 children, and no carriage of any description, 
besides sacrificing 23 lakhs of treasure, and about 30 guns of sorts. In 
consequence of the news received, I shall soon put this force on half 
rations until I hear again from you. Our provisions will last ns then 
till about the 10th of September. If 3 ’-ou hope to save this force no time 
must be lost in pushing forward. We are daily being attacked by the 
enemy, who are w'ithin a few j’^ards of our defences. Their mines have 
already weakened our post, and I have every reason to believe they 
are carrjnng on others. Their 18-pounders are within 150 yards 
of some of our batteries, and from their position, and our inability to. 
form working parties, we cannot reply to them, and therefore the damage 
hourly is very great. My strength now in Europeans is 350, and 300 
natives, and the men dreadfully harassed, and owing to part of the 
Residency having been brought down by round shot, many are without 
shelter. If our native force who are losing confidence, leave us, I do 
not know how the defences are to be manned. Did you receive a letter 
and plan from me ? Rindly answer this question. 

Yours truly, 

(Sa.) J. INGLIS. 

Mr. H. Tucker, Civil Commissioner at Benares, informs me that it 
is the intention of Sir James Outram to ascend the “ Gogi’a" and relieve 
Lucknow by Fyzabad, and that Sir James desires my co-operation, mak- 
ing a demonstration of recrossing the Ganges ; even to do more by 
striving to regain my strong position of Mungulwar, or more nearly 
approaching Lucknow ; but I must have fresh troops to enable me to 
do either of these. 


Telegram from ilie Ofieer Commanding at Allahalad, to the Commander-hi'Chief, 
— dated, Allahalnd, 23rd Avgnst 1857, 5-25 r. ji. 

Steamer Jumna with 20 Europeans, 1st Madras Fusiliers, and 
14 Sikhs, proceeded up the Ganges towards Cawnpore for 60 miles to 
cut off communication between Oudh and the Doab. Burnt seven 
boats, and destroyed about 43. Resistance by villages at Jateemahad, 
about .sixteen miles above Allahabad. Casualties on our side : — killed,— 
one lascar; wmunded mortally, — one seaman; severely,— -one lascar; 
slightly, — one seaman and a private, Madras Fusiliers. Simultaneous 
detachments of 88 Europeans and 5 Sikhs with 2 guns under- Major 
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Mackintosh, 78th Foot, proceeded up the Trunk Eoad for forty miles 
towards Cawnpore; burnt three villages, and restored communication 
between Cawnpore, which had been cut off by men crossing from the 
Oudh side, and joining the rebels in the Doab. Sahabad and water 
party have both returned ; further particulars by letters. 

Telegram from itfr. Tockee, to the Gommander-in-Chitf, Calcutta, — dated Benares, 

23rd Attgust 1857, 9-20 p. M, 

Sir James Outram expects to have portions of the 90th and 5th 
Fusiliers, and any other European troops available, the Gurkhas, E}’re’s 
troops, and two guns from the Dinapore Battery, for an expedition to 
Lucknow direct from Benares. 

Is the 90th to stop at Benares, or to go on to Allahabad? If it 
goes on Outram’s expedition will be knocked on the head, as the 90th 
is the backbone of his proposed force, 

Havelock is w'eak but his danger from Gwalior distant and pro- 
blematical ; whilst Outram wishes to march direct upon Lucknow from 
this at once, and will ultimately take on the whole to Ca-\vnpore for a 
march up the Doab. As he is not here, I let Tour Excellency know his 
plans, for which I am preparing carriages, supplies, and all the articles 
which Outram wrote to me to-day about. He does not go up the Gogra, 
but direct from Benares at once. 


Telegram from Brigadier-G-eneral U, HayeIiOCE, c.b., to the Governor-General 
of India in Council and the Commandcr-in-Chicf, — dated Cawnpore, 2dih 
August 1837. 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of Your Excellency’s telegram of the 
23rd, 4-20 P. M,, and Major Mayhew’s of the same, 5-10 P. M. I am 
thankful for the effort you made to reinforce me. I will communi- 
cate with Su’ James Outram, and have telegraphed to Benares to learn 
where he is. I am leaving Lieutenant-Colonel O’Brien 650 infantry 
in Allahabad, but as he wdll have Captain Peel’s Naval Brigade and 
powerful guns for the defence, it would be advantageous to me if I 
could be authorised to send him back the thirty invalid artillery, and 
get back in exchange the 3rd Company, 5th Battalion, now at Allaha- 
bad, which would enable me to equip and work my heavy guns. With 
the toinfOTcements promised, I could resume the initiative and march to 
Lucknow if the place should not imfortunately have fallen before the 
reinforcements arrive. 
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Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, 
to Major-General Sir J. Outeasi, — dated Calcutta, 2ith August 1857, 

"We have been collecting some medical officers at the Presidency to 
accompany detachments of troops going upwards. Does this arrange- 
ment answer the purpose which you have in view ? 


Telegram from the Commander-in- Chief, to Major-General Sir J. OuTEAJr, Com- 
manding the Oaxonpore and Dinapore Divisions, Denai'es, — dated Calcutta, 
the 2ith August 1857, 12 p.m. 

I have written to you by the post of this evening, forwarding copies 
of all telegraphs received from General Havelock, with my replies to 
this date. 

The Governor-General showed me your letter to him on the move- 
ment you proposed to make from Benares, and of the object of that 
movement; General Havelock to co-operate with you, by crossing at 
Puttelipore, and subsequently the Sye, near to Rye Bareilly. 

In a telegraph received from Havelock since the despatch of my 
letter to you (dated Cawnpore, 23rd August, P.M.), he says: “ Mr. Tucker, 
Civil Commissioner at Benares, informs me that it is the intention of 
Sir James Outram to ascend the Gogra and relieve Lucknow by Fyza- 
bad, and that Sir James desires my co-operation by making a demon- 
stration of recrossing the Ganges ; even to do more by striving to regain 
my strong position of Mungalwar, or more nearly approaching Lucknow. 
But I must have fresh troops to enable me to do either of these." 

Hope of co-operation from General Havelock, is, therefore not to be 
entertained. The march from Benares by the most direct road to Luck- 
now is a long one, some 150 miles, and the population through which you 
would pass hostile. Its great recommendation I presume to be that 
you would turn or rather come in rear of the many nullahs which, I am 
told, interpose between Cawnpore and Lucknow. This would be an im- 
portant advantage. But if the force you propose to collect at Benares 
were to be moved by the river to Cawnpore and united to Havelock's 
reduced numbers, do you think it would be equal to force its way over 
the numerous nullahs, full of water at this season, on the road from the 
latter place to Lucknow? By this route all encumbrances, such as sick, &c., 
would be left at the different stations or posts along the road, and the 
troops in being conveyed by steam would suffer less than if obliged to 
march and reach Cawnpore many days earlier, besides relieving Have- 
lock’s anxiety about his post. In offering these remarks or- suggestions 
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to you, T\'Iio are acquainted with the country, the people and the difficul- 
ties attending the movements you propose, it is not with any view to 
fetter 3 'our judgment or perfect freedom of action. I mention them ns 
they occur in writing to 3 - 011 , and I think I may venture to say that tho 
measures you may deem most advisable to pursue, will receive the approval 
of the Governor-General; • Accounts received from the friends, it is the 
object of your proposed movement to relieve, say it must be done on or 
before the 10th September. 

Since writing the above, a despatch, dated 24th August, 12 A. Ji., has 
come in from Havelock, which saj'^s, “ with the reinforcements promised, 
I could resume the initiative and march to Lucknow if the place 
should not unfortunately have fallen before the reinforcements arrive.” 
The reinforcements promised were the 90th and the detachment, 
5 th Fusiliers, on board the Benares steamer-. 


From Sir CotiN CAMPJU3i.t,, Commander-in-Chicf, to Major-General Sir J. Outram, 
Commanding the Cawnjpore and Dinapore Divisions, Benares, —dated Calcutta, 
8dth August 1837. 

I am extremely happ}’- and deem myself most fortunate to find 
myself associated with 3 -ou on service, and to have the advantage of 
3 mur able assistance in carrjdng on the duty in which we are now 
engaged. 

I send you, herewith, the different 'telegi-airhs received from General 
Havelock since my arrival ; they will make you fully acquainted with 
his operations in Oudh; his reasons for recrossing the Ganges; his sub- 
sequent operations in the neighbourhood of Cawnpore, with account of 
his loss by sickness and casualties in the field; his present numbers, and 
their- condition as to health and efficiency. 

I have been favoured b 3 ’ the Governor-General with a perusal of 
3 murs to His Lordship of the 19th instant, in which you propose to 
collect a force of about 1,000 infantry and eight guns at Benares, with a 
view to march to the relief of our garrison in Lucknow, by the most 
direct route from thence, and that the force under General Havelock at 
Cawnpore should co-operate with you in this movement, by crossing the 
Ganges at Futtchpore and the Sye subsequently (with your .assistance) 
at Rye Bareill 3 q and forming a junction with you be 3 mnd that place.' 
''\Gencral Havelock states in his telegraph of the 20th instant 

hiS^force is reduced to 700 men in the field, exclusive of the 
detuchttiopts^equired to guard his entrenchments and keep open 
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his communicatiou with Allahabad, and so inadequate does he con- 
sider his force to be for the defence of his post, that he states, in 
his telegraph, dated 21st August, 12-30 P,M., that, if not assured of 
reinforcements bj return of telegraph he will retire to Allaliabad. 
Hope of co-operation from General Havelock (by a force equal to 
accomplish the movement you propose by crossing the Ganges at 
Futtehpors) is not to be entertained. The march from Benares by the 
most direct route, to Lucknow, is a long one, some 150 miles, and the 
population, through which you would have to pass, hostile. Its great re- 
commendation I presume to be that 3 'ou (by that route) turn,' or, rather, 
come in rear of the many nullahs which, I am told, interpose between 
Cawnpore and Lucknow, and this would be an important advantage. 
But if the force you propose to collect at Benares were to be moved by 
the river to Cawnpore, and united with Havelock’s reduced numbers, 
do jmu think it would be equal to force its way over the numerous 
nullahs, necessarilj'^ full of water at this season, which ai'e to be found 
on the road from the latter place to Lucknow ? Bj' this route all encum- 
brances, such as sick, &c., would be left at the different stations or posts 
along the road, and the troops in being conveyed by steam would 
suffer less than if obliged to march, and Havelock’s anxiety about his 
post would be jreraoved. 

In offering these remarks or suggestions to you, who are acquainted 
with the countiy, people, and difficulties attending the movements you 
propose, it is not with anj'- view to fetter j'our judgment and perfect 
freedom of action, but I mention these as fliey occur to me in writing 
to you, and I think I may venture to say that the measures you may 
d,cem most advisable to pursue, will receive the approval of the 
Governor-General. I hope to have the pleasure of hearing from 3 'ou, 


From Colonel R, J. H. Biech, c.b., See7'elary to the Govci'iipioitt of India ^ 3Iilitary 
Depai'lpieiit, to the Medical Foard, — dated Foi't William, 2ilh August 1857. 

Major-General Sir J. Outram having recommended that all spare 
medical officers in Calcutta, or the Lower Provinces, majr be sent to 
Allahabad for field service, with orders to call at Dinapore and Benares 
for instructions, in case of any urgent demand for their services, he has 
been informed in reply that some medical officers have been collected at 
the Presidency to accompany detachments of troops going U 2 iwards, 
and has been asked whether this arrangement will answer the purpose 
he has in view. 
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2. I am desired to make this known to 3'Our Board, and to request 
that you will favour me ivith any suggestions 5’ou may have to make to 
Government in the matter. 


Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Council, to Major-General Sir 
J. OuTKAir , — dated Calcutta, 25th August 1S57. 

Upon well considering the plan proposed in ^mur letter of the 19tli, 
it seeihs open to these objections:— 

The road to Lucknow by Jaunpore is bad ; it lies through a country 
in insurrection ; there would be great difficulty in keeping, communica- 
tions open in your rear ; there would be no safe places at which to leave 
the sick and wounded ; supplies must be uncertain ; the march will be 
150 miles, and will not be eased or expedited bj’’ carriage or water 
conveyance. 

The road by Allahabad and Cawnpore is much longer ; but none 
of these objections apiily to it. It will bring you into junction with 
General Havelock’s force, which, considei'ing the small sti-ength of each 
force, seems very necessary; and if the Gwalior regiments ad\^^nco, 
you will have them in front. But the road by Jaunpore may have 
advantages of which I am not aware; and I am confident tliat your 
deliberate judgment will decide for the best. . 

It is liot probable that the relief of the Lucknow garrison will be 
facilitated by the abandonment of Cawnpore ; but, if this should be the 
case, do not hesitate to abandon it. Tlie political importance of it, and 
the cost of recovering it, are not to be weighed against the relief of 
Lucknow. 

Accounts from Lucknow to the IGth were received last night. 
There are 350 Europeans and 300 Natives ; but they have 120 sick, and 
450 women and children, and no carriage ; they cannot therefore cut 
their way out. They are hard pressed ; but a reduction to half rations 
will enable them to hold out till the 10th of next month. 

Endeavour to communicato with Colonel Inglis, and tell him 
that he is not to care for the treasure if it should be an oncurabrance, 
but that he ma}’^ use it any way for the release of the garrison. 

The detachment of the 29th Rogimont cannot be sent from Calcutta ; 
but more than 400 men of the 90th and 5th will be despatched to 
Lenarosb^' bullock train, at the rate of 80 a do}', beginning from Eridav 
Jkoxr ; each batch will be eleven day.s on the road. 
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I wish you to communicate with Mr. Frederick Guhhius at Benares 
respecting Bajah Mann Sing j he will be able to give you the latest in- 
formation of the Eajah’s proceedings. 

I am told that Eajah Maun Sing is gone to Lucknow on business 
oE his own. If his influence there should enable him to obtain by any 
means the unmolested retirement of the garrison from the Residency, 
and its .safe passage to your camp or to any place of security, any reward 
may be paid for this both to Maun Sing and to those who may help 
him, which shall not be inconsistent with the sovereign authority of 
the' British Government in Oudh. 


Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Allahalad, to the Commander-in-Chief, 
Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, 25th August 1857, 11 A.M. 

A detachment of 200 men of Her Majesty’s 78th Highlanders left 
yesterday for Cawnpore, under command of Major Macintyre, 78th. 
The head'^quarters of the 5th Fusiliers, consisting of 806 men and 
officers, under command of Major Simmons, just arrived here on board 
the Mattabangha flat in tow of the Charles Allen steamer. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir J. OcfnASI, to the Commander-in-Chief, 
Calcutta, — dated Ghazi'pore, 2Slh August 1857t 

Since my message of this morning, I have received your message of 
the 23rd, stating that, if not assured of speedy relief, General Havelock 
will have to fall back on Allahabad ; I shall send express to Benares, 
desiring my message to be sent to General Havelock, informing him 
when he may expect the 90th and the 5th, and any other troops that 
may now be available at Allahabad. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir J. Outbast, to the Commandcr-in-Chief, 
— dated Ghazipore, 25th A%igust 1857, 10 r.ts.. 

Received your message of the 22nd instant this evening. 

In accordance with these orders, the 90th Regiment comjflete 
means three dompanies coming from Calcutta, and such portion of the 
5th as I have collected, will be sent on by steamer to Allahabad, and 
thence pushed on by quickest means practicable. This prevents my 
carrying out any- intended advance to the relief of Lucknow from 
Jaunpore or Rye Bareilly, as proposed in my letter to the Governor- 
General from Dinapore, dated 20th instant, no other European troops 
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being available ; but the necessity for reinforcing General Havelock 
seems imperative. 

By a letter from Cawnpore, dated the 19th instant, I learn that 
General Havelock’s Movable Column consists of 1,100 Europeans and 

250 Sikhs, exclusive of 300 Europeans holding Cawnpore under General 
Heilk 

The 90th, the detachment of the 5th, and Eyre's Battery, loft 
Buxar yesterday in three steamers and three flats, and, I hope, may 
overtake me at llenares the day after to-morrow. 

I have relieved the half of Eyre’s Battery left here by two gnns 
from the batteiy at Dinapore. 


TtTegram from the Commander-in-Chief, Calcutta, to General H/ HAmocE, 
C.B., Caianpore, — dated Calcutta, 26th August 1S57. 

In consequence of your telegram, dated 21th August, 12 r.M., I 
have just sent the following telegi'aphic message to General Ontram : — 


From the Commander-in. Chief, to Major-General Sir J. Oetham, Fenarer, 
— dated Calcutta, 2Glh August 1857. 

General Havelock wishes to have the 3rd Company, 5th Battalion, 
of Artillerj’-, now in garrison at Allahabad, sent to him at Cawnpoi'O, in 
exchange for the 30 invalid artillerymen now in his camp. If you 
approve of this, give the necessary orders by telegraph to the Ollicer 
Commanding at Allahabad, to forward them to him by the first oppor- 
tunity, and to tell otf a special party of infantr}’^ to assist in working 
the guns in the meantime. Kindly inform General Havelock of your 
decision on this point. 

Captain Peel, B.N., with his sailors, loft this for Allahabad by river 
on the 20th instant. 


Telegram from the Commissioner at Fenares, to the Scen'etarg to the Government rf 
India, Mililarg Fepariment, Calcutta,— dated Fenares, 20th August 1857, 
8-10 r.M. 

It has been detei-mined that the 90th Begiment is to go straight 
np to Havelock with the 5th, and every man that can bo spared. 

Outram’s own expedition is knocked on the bead ; bo and Jlr. Grant 
^re at Ghaxiporc yesterday, and are expected here to-day. 
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Telegram from the Commissioner at Allahabad, to the Secretary to the Government 
of India, Military Department, Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, 26th August 
18o7, 9-16 A.3I. 

Brigadier Neill writes from Cawnpore, under date the 24th instant, 
that the rebels have advanced their IS-pounder guns to within 150 yards 
from our position : the garrison has food for twenty da 3 's on half rations. 

The Dinapore mutineers are at Saharka, in Pergunnah Khyrafurh, 
of this district: they are unable to cross the Tonse River on account of 
high flood, Rewah troops have not arrived to resist them ; and our 
Rajahs are unable to do so. 


from Brigadier-General Neili., to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Military Department, — dated Catonpore, 27th August 1857. 

I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Governor- 
General of India, an extract of a letter-, dated Sumpther, 18th instant, 
from J. Thornton, Esq., Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector, to 
Captain Bruce, Superintendent of Police, here. 

I have been for some time endeavouring to secure the safety of 
Mr. Thornton, and have every hope of success. 

lExiract from a letter from J. Thornton, Dsq., Joint Magistrate and Deputy 

Collector, to the address of Captain H. Bruce, Supc 7 'intendent of Bolice, 

Caxonpore,— dated Sumpther, 18lh August 1857. 

For the information of the General, I beg to enclose a list o£ 
those who were killed at Jhansi. The mutiny commenced on the 6th 
June ; on the 6th, four otflcers were killed on the parade ; the others, 
who escaped into the fort, were massacred on the 8th. It is the 
general impression that the mutineers, after killing their own oflicers 
and plundering the treasurj’-, were going off, and it was only at the 
instigation of the Jhansi Ranee with the view of her obtaining posses- 
sion of the district that they attacked the fort together with other armed 
men, furnished by the Ranee, For two days our officers held out brave- 
ly, shooting several who attempted to force an entry into the fort, but, 
as they had no guns or ammunition, or food, they gave themselves up 
-after the mutineers had sworn most solemnly to allow them to go un- 
molested. Yet they allowed them to be massacred by the Ranees 
people in their presence, in a most cruel and brutal manner, having no 
regard to sex or age. For this act, the mutineers are said to have 
received Rs, 35,000 in cash, two elephants, and five horses, from 
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her. The Kanee has now raised a hodj' of ahoub lijOOO men, ai\d has 
twent}’- gims, which had been kept concealed bj the former Jbansi 
Chief by being buried within the fort, and of which nothing was known 
to our officers. I am nob certain whether she intends .to- make any 
resistance in case our troops come to this quarter, but none of the 
other Native Chiefs in Bundellcbund have as yet turned against our 
Government. The Jalowan Chief has raised a body of about 12,000 
men, but I do not think he would fight against us. There is a rumour 
here that Major Erskine, Commissioner of the Saugor and Nerbudda 
territories, Jalowan and Jhansi, is coming this side with some Madras 
regiments, but of this I am not certain. At Saugor too a portion of 
our troops have mutinied, but no particulars are known, and from my 
peculiar position here, I have been unable to communicate with him. 

We hope to hear that more troops have arrived, and all will soon 
be settled in every quarter. Please to let me know how affairs are at 
Meerut; whether the two European corps which were there are still 
in statu quo, or have gone elsewhere. 

I might as well mention, for the infoinnation of the General, that 
the man who is now in possession of Jalowan, was the Jagirdar of 
Gourserai within my jurisdiction, which comprised the Pergunnahs of 
Mhow, Pandw.rh, Gurrotah, and Gourserai. I held my own office 
at Mhow, Kaneepur, in the Jhansi District. 

List of qjcrsons hilled at Jhansi. 

Left wing, 12th Native Infixntry : — Captain Dunlop, commanding'; 
Lieutenant Ryves ; Ensign Taylor ; Dr. McEgan, with wife and sister ; 
Quartermaster-Sergeant Newton, with wife and four children. 

Detachment, 14th Irregular Cavalry : — Lieutenant Campbell, com- 
manding; name of the other officer not known. 

Civil ; — Captain Skene, Superintendent of Jalowan, Jhansi and 
Chandeyree, with wife and two children ; Lieutenant Gordon, Deputy 
Commissioner of Jhansi; Mr. J. Andrews, P.S., Ameen, Jhansi; Mr. 
R. Andi-ews, Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Collector at Jhansi, with 
wife and four children. 

Captain Burgess, Revenue Survejmr; Lieutenant Turnbull, Assi.sb-. 
ant Surveyor; Mr. Jlurood, Sub-Assistant Surveyor, with wife; Mr. 
Blyfch, mother-in-law, and three children ; Mr. Millard, with xvifc and 
three children. Mr. Young, senior, with wife; Mr. Young, junior, Sub- 
Assistant; ilr. Gabriel, Revenue Surveyor; Mr. Carsborc, Collector of 
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Customs, witli wife and four cMldren; Mr. Wilton, Patrol, with wife 
and child, and two sisters ; Mr. Orr, Superintendent of Customs, with 
wife and mother. 

Clerks: — Mr. Scott; Mr. Purcell, senior ; Mr. Purcell, junior ; Mr. 
Elliot, with father and mother ; Mr. Muttoo, senior, with wife and child ; 
Mr. Muttoo, junior ; Mr. Crawford. 

Sergeant Ttyle)', Overseer of Public Works of Jhansi ; Mr. Fleming, 
out of service ; Mrs. Brown, -wife of Dr. Brown, Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Jalowan, with a child and sister. 

The above is a list of such as have been ascertained to have been 
killed at Jhansi. Mr. Crawford, one of the Jhansi clerks, who is at 
present here, is the only person who ap»pears to have escaped from 
Jhansi. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir J. OuTnASi, io the Commander-in- Chief , — 
dated Benares, 28tJi August ISST, 5 p.m. 

May Captain Peel’s Brigade occujoy Allahabad for the present, as 
proposed by General Havelock, thus releasing infantrj^ so much re- 
quired just now, as the Marine Brigade could not be provided with 
infantry escort be3mnd Allahabad until General Havelock returns 
from Lucknow ? Captain Peel’s Brigade could not _ be more usefully 
employed. 


Telegram from Major-Genei'al Sir J. Outbaji, to the Commander-in-Chief,— 
dated Benares, 89th August 1857, 5-30 p. M. 

The Collector of Mirzapore reports that there is only a small supply 
of coals at Mirzapore ; that the rebels from Arrah have passed by 
Segowdee, and destroyed the coal there. No more to be got thence at 
present. Very little coal remains at Benares. More coals should be 
sent up immediately. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir J. Outeam, io the Commander-in-Chief , — 
dated Benares, 29th August 1857, 5-36 p.ai. 

' 'Major Cotter, Commanding Madras Batter}?^ at Benares, reports 
.that the sergeant turners, artificers and drivers, were detained at 
Dum-Dum. I recommend that they may be sent to him as socn as 
ppssible. 
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Telegram from the Commander-in-Cliief, to Major-General Sir J. OuTEiir, or 
the Officer Commanding at Benares. 

Eighty men of the 90th Regiment were sent off to Raneegunge 
yesterda}’’, to he forwarded, by bullock train and horse dak to Benares. 
A like number will be despatched every day, until the whole detach- 
ments of the 5th, 64th and 90th Regitnents, now at Chinsurah, have 
been exhausted. The total strength of these detachmenis is 582 men. 
The Officer Commanding at Allahabad to forward this despatch by tele- 
graph to Cawnpore, if General Outram is not at Allahabad. General 
Ontram is requested to give directions as to the disposal of these several 
detachments after their amval at Benares, 

Telegram from Brigadicr-G eneral Sir H. HAVEtocK, c.B., to the Commander- 
in- Chief, — dated Cawnpoi'e, 29lh August 1857, d r.5i. 

Received Your Excellency’s telegr.aph of 2Gth August, 7-30 A.jr, 
Sir James Outram informs me by^ telegraph dated 28th August, 5-45 P.M., 
that the 90th Regiment, 765, 5th Fusiliers, 437, 3rd Company, 5th 
Battalion, Artillery, 66, total, 1,268, besides detachments from Mirzapore 
and Chunar, are on their wa}’’ up to me, and that details of the 64th, 
7Sth and 84th Regiments, and 1st Madras Fusiliers, 493 officers and men, 
will also be sent on, upon the arrival of the Naval Brigade at Allahabad. 
Sir James comes on with these detachments. Whenever my first rein- 
forcements reach me, I propose to recross to the left bank of tho 
Ganges, and have written to Colonel Inglis to hold out at Lucknow, to 
extremity^ 

Telegram from Major-General Sir J. Odtkam, to the Commander-in-Chlef, — dated 

3lirzapore, 31st August 1857, 2 p.m. 

Information has been received through Mr. Hamilton, Opium. 
Agent, Ghazipore, that jMahomed Hussun, the Oudh Chuckladar,'^ is 
occupying the Collector’s bungalow, and his followers, numbering , some 
5,000 or 6,000, were located in the town of Gorukhpore. The Mussul- 
man population went to pay their respects with nazzurs. The Chuck- 
ladar abovementioned had taken regular possession of revenue and 
police establishments. The special object which General Outram has in 
view prevents his detaching any^ force to recover Gorukhpore, or to 
prevent the disorder from spreading to Chuppra or Sewanhut. If the 

* ChnMe-tlar. — Tho Governor or Superintendent of n province or clmkln. — Hindustani 
Dictionary, PintL''. 
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Supreme Government can send any Native force to act in those districts, 
200 Europeans of the 10th Regiment might join them from Dinapore 
with two guns. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief might think 
it advisable to telegraph to Dinapore to detach 200 Europeans and two 
guns from Dinapore and to occupy Chuppra. The Mohurrum will have 
terminated. Should the Shekawattee Battalion be considered available, 
it might be steamed up from Calcutta, and joined to the detachment of 
Europeans from Dinapore for preserving the North-Western Frontier 
of Bengal from further encroachments. This suggestion is respect- 
fully .submitted to His Excellency. 

Telegram from the Commander-in-Chief, to Major-General Sir J. OuTRAJr, 
Commanding the Caionpore and Dinapore Divisions^ — dated Calcutta, 31st 
Avgust 1837, 4 p.M. 

I have received your telegram of the 29th August, 5-36 P.M. The 
. men of Colonel Cotter’s Battery, Madras Artillery, that you mention, 
have been provided with horses, and left Baneegunge yesterday morn- 
ing (30th August), along with Colonel Fischer’s Column, for Benares, 

Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, 
to Major-General Sir J. Ooteam, Commanding the Caxvnpore and 
Dinapore Divisions, — dated Calcutta, 31st August 1837. 

Your message of the 2Sth instant received. The remount horses 
for Major Eyre’s Battery, in charge of Captain Smyth, of Artillerj’-, 
proceeded, on the 28th instant, with the movable column commanded 
by' Colonel Fisher, from Raneegunge towards Benares and Allahabad. 

Telegram from Major-General Sir J. Outeam, to the Commander-in-Chief, 
Calcutta, — dated Mirzapore, 31st August 1837, 1-31 p.ir. 

I fear, from the underwritten message from Colonel O’Brien, that 
there is a deficiency of Enfield rifle ammunition at Allahabad ; and 
request that an ample supply may be sent up, without delay, to Allaha- 
bad. Be most careful that the greatest possible amount of Enfield 
ammunition is brought. I am quite dependent on those below for the 
supply of this ammunition. 

Telegram from Major-General Sir J. Outeam, to the Commander-in-Chief, Calcutta, 
— dated Allahahad, 2nd Septemher 1857, 5-4.8 a.jt. 

In message of the 31st August, regarding Enfield ammunition, 
I was guided by Colonel O’Brien’s message. That officer subsequently 

- 27 
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received a supply of Enfield cartridges, and anxiety on that head is 
removed as regards our present supply. Ample provision will, doubt- 
less, be made by Your Excellency for future demands here. 


Telegram from the Officer Commanding at AUaJialad, to the Commander-in-Chtef, 
— dated AllahaJjacl, 2nd Sejiteniber 1857, 11-15 a.m. 

Major-General Outram and ninet}^ men of the 90th Foot arrived at 
Allahabad on the evening of the 1st September. 

I beg to report having sent the Jumna steamer up the Jumna 
to look after the party of the Dinapore mutineers, whom I referred to 
in m}’' telegram of the 20th. It is reported that these mutineers intend 
crossing the Jumna, and making for the Trunk Koad, not far from Cawn- 
pore. This report requires confirmation. 

Telegram from the Offeer Commanding at All ahalad, to the Commander-In-Chief , — 
dated AJlahahad, 4th September 1S57, 1-20 r.M. 

Number of troops at Allahabad: — ^European Infantrjq 140 men'; 
European Artilleiy, 61 ; European Artilleiy invalids, 31 ; and Native 
Infantry .Sikhs, 122. The diminution of garrison is caused by troops 
ordered by General Outram to join bis force. The above is a list of men 
fit for dutj'-. Steamer James Hume and flat Luchinee, steamer 
Calcutta with Krishna and steamers Mirzafore and Nemesis arrived 
here yesterday evening and this morning with Captain Eyre’s full 
battery and 134 men of Her Majesty’s 6th Fusiliers ; 604 men of Her 
Majesty’s 90th Light Infantry merely passed into camp, and formed no 
part of this garrison, being attached to General Outram’s force. 


Te(\p-amfrom Mr. Chesteb, to Zientenanf Bkowk, — dated Allahabad, 4th Septem- 

ber 1S57, 2-45 r. m. 

Tne following is an extract of a letter from Brigadier Neill to me 
from Ca-wnpore, 3rd instant : — “ News five days old, I believe authentic, 
from Lucknow by kossid ; our people in good health and all right ; 
have driven mine under house near their -walls, from which they had 
been much annoyed by enemy’s sharpshooters, between 100 and 200 
of whom had been blown up; our people sallied out, and spiked one 
of the large guns. It is also said that the sepoys of the besieging 
force are leaving for their homes.- The Gwalior troops remain quiet,, 
and are not expected to move for some time, if at all. All quiet at 
Cawnpore, only we have no military occupation of the country to the 
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west be 3 ’ond Bitlioor, which is held hy the Nanais civil officers. The 
Sweepers police have re-estahlished our authority at Bithoor, and also 
got the fort of Sul Kynee in the Calpee Bead." 


Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Allahabad, to the Commander-in-Chief, 
Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, ith September 1S57, i p. m. 

The diminution of this garrison, reported in this day’s daily 
telegram, is caused by part of the garrison being posted to General 
Outram’s force. Company of the 78th is expected here from Benares 
to-morrow, strength about 78 men; further reinforcements taken from 
the 90th, which ai'e to come up by bullock-train from Bengal, are to 
remain in this fort pending further orders. General Outram’s order 
>vill be reported in detail by post as "soon as all arrangements are 
completed.- 

The steamer Jumna sent up the River Jumna {vide my 
.telegram of the 2nd instant) went up that river, but did not reach 
Rungpore, where the first party of the Dinapore mutineers had in- 
tended crossing to the left bank of the Jumna, that steamer not having 
sufficient power to stem the rapid current ; the mutineers, however, 
did not cross the river at Rungpore ; they have proceeded further up- 
country on the right bank of the Jumna, and are now out of the circle 
of my observations. 


Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Allahabad, to the Governor-General of 
India in Council and the Commander-in-Chief, — dated Allahabad, 6th Sep- 
tember 1857. 

The following telegram has been received from General Neill, 
Cawnpore: — 

" News from Lucknow of the 2nd September. Baillee guard all 
fight ; enemy’s two heavy guns disabled, and they can neither fire nor 
move them.” 


Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Allahabad, to the Commander-in-Chief 
Calcutta,— dated Allahabad, 6th September 1857, o p.ji. 

Sir J. Outi-am left this last night at 9 o’clock. His force thus 
First column at 1 A, j\L on the 5th consisting of the head-quarters 5th 
Fusiliers, Eyre’s Battery of Artillery, detachment of the Gith and Sith 
Foot, 20 officers and 653 men. The second column consisting of the' 90th, 
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left on the 5tli at 9 p. M., consisting of 28 officers, 646 men, under Gen- 
eral Outram. A third column consisting of a company of the 78fch, 
•which came from Benares this morning, will follow to-night, consistiug 
of two officers and 89 men. The troops sent from this, under General 
Outram’s orders, reduce the strength of this garrison to 10 officers and 
235 effective European soldiers. There are, however, the following 
supplementary aids speedily to be had : — Convalescents from the sick 
sent from Cawnpore and left by the troops proceeding up-countr}'^ and 
the armed steamer Jicmna. General Outram has further ordered the 
detachment of the 90th, coming from Eaneegunge, to be detained here 
until further orders. A detailed report will be sent by post to-morrow. 


Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Allahabad, to the Commander-hi-Chief, 
— dated Allahabad, 8th Sejatember 1857, 7 a.m. 

General Outram has requested me to telegraph as follows ;— 
“Camp Hissar, September 7th. This is our second march from Alla- 
habad with second column, consisting of Her Majesty’s 90th, and Com- 
pany of 78th just joined. The other column, under Major Simmons, 
6th Fusiliei's, is one march ahead; all well. The 90th, after so long con- 
finement on shipboard, not equal to double marches. I intend, there- 
fore, to take the ordinary marches to Cawnpore, where all reinforcements 
will have joined by the 15th. No occasion to hurry, now we have such 
favourable accounts from Lucknow.” 


Telegram from General Sir J. Outeam, to the Commander-in~Chief, Calcutta, 
dated Camp Kulombow, 9lh September 1857. 

General Havelock has sent me a note, received by him from Colonel 
Inglis, yesterda}^ dated Lucknow, 1st September, in which he says he is 
hard pressed, and calculates that his provisions will only last till the 
28th ; but the favourable reports received at Cawnpore on the 6 th, 
through sowars considered reliable, leads to the hope that the garrison 
had really had the success reported after the date_,of Colonel Inglis’ 
letter; for the sowars of Cawnpore receive communication from 
friends in the city of Lucknow in as many hours as a kossid might take 
in passing out of the closely- watched garrison, and, secretly, through 
the intermediate country. The successes I referred to were tele- 
graphed direct to Your Excellency by General Havelock, .1 have no 
doubt we shall force our way to Lucknow by the 28th ; but, if delayed, 
our then near approach will, I trust, encourage the garrison to hold 
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. out ; if not, perhaps their friends in the city -will secretly supply their 
wants. We are getting on better, as the 90th get more accustomed to 
. their shore legs. Try to facilitate the march of the 12 th Cavalry, to 
overtake us, as much as you can. 

Telegram from Lieutenant-Colonel O'Brien, to the Commander-in-Chief, Qaleutta, 
— dated Allaliahad, 12tli September 1857', 

General Outram, en route to Cawnpore, discovered that the Oudh 
people, 300 or 400 men with four guns, had crossed the Ganges into the 
Doah ; he immediately despatched from his camp at Thurses, under 
Major Ejwe, 100 men of the 5th Fusiliers, 60 of the 64th Regiment, 
and two guns : some 40 Irregular Horse, under Captain Johnson, joined 
this force. The enemy fled to their boats and made fight with the 
cavalry, and resisted the infantry, who punished them severely, until 
the guns opened upon them, when they were utterly beaten : few of 
them escaped. Our loss appears to have been one European private 
killed,' five wounded and five Natives wounded. Had these rebels not 
been attacked, the country between Allahabad and Cawnpore would pro- 
bably have fallen into complete disorder, and our communication with 
Cawn25ore would have been destroyed. General Outram’s account of 
the affair is despatched by this day’s dak. It took place at Koondun 
Puttee on the bank of the Ganges, about sixteen miles north of Khuga, 
and IS or 20 miles east of Futtehpore. Futtehpore is 79 miles from 
Allahabad on the Cawnpore Road. 


Telegram from Brigadier-General H. Havelock, to the Commander-in-Chief— 
dated Caxenpore, lith September 1857, 6 p.M. 

Spies report that an assault was made on the garrison at Lucknow 
on the 7th instant. The rebels were repulsed with severe loss. 

Letters ' from Agra state that two of the Gwalior infantry regi- 
ments have joined the Indore mutineers, and the whole to-day are on 
■the Chumbul, nominally e■3^ route to Agra, but it is believed they intend 
to proceed to Delhi. 

Jodhpore Legion mutinied ; they have Lieutenant Conolly in their 
hands. The portions of it stationed at Mount Abu were driven down 
the hill b}’’ fifty Europeans stationed there. 

The Dinapore mutineers passed Trean eu' route to Delhi some five 
days ago ; they have a number of wounded, about 300, with them, and 
are badly off for ammunition, especially caps. 
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From the Dejpiiti) Adjutant-General of the Army, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, Military Department,— dated Head- Quarters, Calcutta, 16lh 
September 1857> 


I have the honour, by desire of the Commander-in-Chief, to 

forward, for submission to the Eight 
Hon’ble the Governor-General in 
Council, despatches*, in original, from 
Major-General Sir J. Outran), K.c.B., 
reporting the operations of a detach- 
ment of troops sent under the cora- 


Forwnrds report of Major Eyre’s opera- 
tions in the Doab to dislodge a party of 
insurgents from the Oiidh territory, and 
recommends him and his detachment to 
the favourable notice of Government. 

No. 62, dated 11th September 1857, 
with two enclosures. 


mand of Major V. Ej’re, of the Artillery, to dislodge a party of 
insurgents who had effected a footing in the Doab from the^Oudh 
territory, near the village of Koondun Puttee. 

2. I am to add that His Excellency concurs in Sir J. Outram’s 
recommendation of Major E 3 a'e and his detachment to the favourable 


notice of Government. 


3. .The return of the papers is solicited. 


From Major-General Sir J. Outbam, to the Deputy Adjutant-General of the 
Army, Calcutta— dated Camp Thurecdon, 11th September 1857. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, tliat, on aniving at my Camp Katogun on the 
9th instant, I received definite information that a part}' of insurgents 
from Oudb, amounting to from 300 to 400 with four guns, had crossed 
the Ganges near the village of Koondun Puttee, fifteen miles north of 
Khaga on the Trunk Eoad, between Euttehpore and Allahabad. 

Operations against them could be best effected from this encamp- 
ment, because I could here obtain the best intelligence, and my having 
apjiarently passed the direct road to them was likely to throw them 
off their guard. I accordingly sent orders to halt the, leading column 
in order to have rested men for the ivorlc. 

^ On joining Major Simmon’s column at this place despatched under 
Major Eyre a party consisting of 100 of Her Majesty’s Fusiliers, 50 of • 
er Majesty s 64th Eegiment mounted on elephants with two guns and 

completely equipped with tents, two days' cooked provisions and supplies 
for three more. . , . 

Captain Johnson s detachment of the 12th Irregulars consisting o£ . 
or y men made a forced march and concentrated with Eyre’s party at 
u gaon as yesterday evening, having completed forty miles. 
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For the further' proceedings, I beg to refer His Excellency to Major 
Eyre’s despatch ; his reputation as a successful leader had already been 
so well established that I purposely selected him for this duty in the 
perfect confidence that he would succeed. 

The importance of this success will, I am sure, be fully appreciated 
by Tour Excellency and the Governor-General. I now consider my com- 
munications secure which otherwise must have been entirely cut off 
during our operations in Oudh, and a general insurrection, I am assured, 
would have followed throughout the Doab had the enemy not been 
destroyed, they being but the advance guard of more formidable invaders, 
from which evil having been prevented by Major Eyre’s energy and 
decision that o.fficer and the detachment under his command are, 
I consider, entitled to thankful acknowledgments from Government, 
which I am confident will not be withheld. 

4 . 

Copff of a despatch from Major F. Etke, Artillei'y, Commanding a deiacit- 
ment, to Colonel Napieb, Military Secretary to Major-General Sir J. 
OuXBAM, K.C.B., — dated Camp Koondttn Puttee, 11th Septemler 1857. 

I am happy to have it in my power to report, for the information 
of Major-General Sir James Outram, K.C.B., that the expedition he did 
me the honour of entrusting to my command has been attended with 
entire success, and the daring invasion of this territory from Oudh has, 
been signally punished, 

I arrived at Hatgaon last evening at dusk, where I was joined by 
Captain Johnson’s troop of the 12th Irregular Horse (forty in number). 
As they had marched twenty-four miles and were in need of rest I 
halted until 1-30 A.iir., when we had the advantage of moonlight to 
pursue our march to Koondun Puttee, where we arrived at daybreak. 

The Oudh rebels having been apprised a little previously of our 
advance, had fled precipitately to their bodts, about half a mile off. I 
ordered the cavalry under Captain Johnson and Lieutenant Havelock to 
pursue them, and followed up myself, with all practicable speed, with the 
infantry and guns. We found the cavalry had driven the enemy into 
their boats, which were fastened to the shore, and were maintaining a 
brisk fire on them from the bank above. On the arrival of the detach- 
ments of Her Majesty’s 5bh Fusiliers and Glith Foot under Captains 
Johnson and Turner, the fire of oiir musketry into the densely crowded 
boats was most telling, but the enemy still defended themselves to 
the utmost, until the guns under Lieutenant Gordon opened lire, when 
the rebels , instantly threw themselves, panic-stricken, into the river. 
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Grape was now showered upon them and a terrific fusillade from the in- 
fantry and cavalry maintained, until only a few scattered survivors 
escaped. Their number appeai-ed to be about 300. Previously to then' 
plunging into the river, they threw their guns overboard and blew up 
one of their boats, which had been boarded by a party of infantry, 
whereby, I regret to say, one man of Her Majesty’s 5th was Idlled and 
ten more or less injured (of whom five were Europeans and five Natives). 
All the officers mentioned above distinguished themselves highly, and 
the conduct of the men was all that could be desired. 

Lieutenant Impy of the Engineers and Mr. Volunteer Tarby have 
likewise by their zeal and usefulness merited my thanks, and com- 
mendation. 

P. S . — Having heard of another party of rebels at a ghaut higher 
up the river, I have despatched the cavalry, to reconnoitre. 

From Major V. Evbe, to Colonel Napieb,— Camp FuiteJipore, 12l?i Sep- 
tember 1857, 

I have the honour herewith to forward a correct return of killed 
and wounded on the late expedition to Koondim Puttee. 

In the postscript of my despatch of the 11th instant, I mentioned 
having sent the forty 12bh Irregular Cavalry troopers, under Captain 
Johnson, to reconnoitre, and, if possible, to intercept a party of Oudh 
rebels said to have landed at Ultree Ghaut. 

They had, however, retreated across the river before Captain 
Johnson’s ti'oop could get at them; but a small fort which had been 
recently erected near the ghaut by the rebels was destroyed by Captain 
John.son. ■ , 

I was informed by Mahomed Zuboor Khan, the Thanadar of Koondun 
Puttee, that had not the Oudh invaders been checked, and a portion of 
them destroyed by our troops, it was their intention to oveiTun the 
whole country between Futtehpore and Allahabad, with a view of in- 
terrupting our communications and impeding our operations. 

He also assured me that the follovung persons on this side of the 
river had taken an active part in these disturbances and hostile designs, 
viz., Bhunmer Sing, Zemindar of Ukree, Eamsahae of Hutgaon (an 
active confederate of the formei'), Seeta Bux and Pulwan Sing of 
Burgalla, and Nurlusta Kumaroodeen Hoossaiu of Puttee. 

I take this opportunity of mentioning that the detachment of the 
12th Irregulars had already . marched twenty-four . miles when they 
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received the sudden order to join me at Hutgaon, and although both 
men and horses. had been a whole day without food they galloped on 
the whole way to meet me, a distance of nine miles further, guided by 
that energetic officer. Lieutenant Dawson^ of the , who also 

took a conspicuous part in their subsequent operations. 

J\hi,merical r.eixirn of hilled and wounded with the Field Force under 
comwand of Major Y. Evre, ArtiUery, on the 11th September 1857 , — 
dated Gamp Futlehpore, l^tli September 1867. 

Her Majesty’s 5th : — Privates Isaac Mone}’’, Stephen Lally, Thomas 
Walker, Charles Helford, slightly burnt ; Private William Berant, severe- 
ly burnt ; Corporal Henry Evans, slightly burnt, sword cut in head. j- 
Artillery :-jTent lascar, severely burnt tent lascar, bullet wound, 
severely. 

12th Irregular Cavalry: — Hoosein Bux, slightly wounded. 
Commissariat : — Jemadar of Mahouts, killed. 

Camp followers Three (names unknown), severely burnt. 

(Signed) R.. H. BARTRUM, 

Asst. Surgn, in medical charge. 

V. EYRE, Maj., 
Comdg. Field Force. 

From the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, to the 
Deputy Adjutant- General of the Army, — dated Fort William, 16th September 
1857. 


See pages 175 to 180. 


In returning the reports froni Brigadier-General Havelock, detailing 

his operations against the rebels on 
the 6th| and 12th August, respective- 
13% submitted with your docket of the 22nd August 1857, 1 am directed 
to acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, that the Governor-General in Council has perused the reports 
with great satisfaction. 


Telegram from Major-General Sir J. Outbait, to the Governor-General of 
India in Council, — dated Oawnpo7’e, 17th September 1857, 1-30 A. si. 

If I find that a brigade of three regiments can securely hold 
Lucknow, placed in an invulnerable position commanding the city and 

* Priibiibly Lieutenant J. Dawson, 43rd Regiment, Native Infantry, Departmenc of Public 
Worbs, Oudh. 

t These were chiefly injured by one of the enemy’s boats being blown up after it had b :en 
boarded by our troops, 

J 5th August, 


28 
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its resources, shall Luckuow be retained or abaudoned ? A larger body 
of troops Avill be expended in -watching Oudh than in holding Lucknow 
in security, the communication from Benares to Allahabad, and along , 
the line of the Ganges to Furruckabad, The moral effect of abandoning 
Lucknow will be very serious against us ; the many well-disposed chiefs 
in Oudh and Rohilkhund, who are now watching the turn of affairs, 
would regard the loss of Lucknow as the forerunner of the end of our 
rule. Such a blow to our prestige naay extend its influence to Nepaul 
and will be felt all over India. The civil Government of the city may 
be maintained without interfering -with the province at present. 

Telegram from the Gover.no->'-General of India in Coimcil, to Major-General Sir. 

J. OuTSAM, Commanding the Cawnpore and Jjinapore divisions, — datel 

Calcutta, 18th September 1857, 9-30 p.m. 

Lucknow may be retained if you. can hold it securely and without 
depending upon early reinforcements. 

But the one permanent object is the rescue of the garrison ; and 
whatever ^vill naost surely conduce to this will be best. If the safety 
of the garrison can be more thoroughly secured by retiring, pray do not 
hesitate to do so. We -vfill recover our prestige before long. 

As to reinforcements, the China regiments are very slow in ai'riv- 
ing. The head-quarters of the 23rd Regiment (350 strong) arrived to-; 
daj’-, but it is nob known where the rest are. 

Therefore you must not count upon any addition to your Europeans 
at present. 

Telegram from Jlrigadier-General H. Havelock, to the Chief of the Stajf 
Calcutta, — dated Busherutgxinge, 21st September 1857. 

1 have to request that }mu will inform His Excellency the Ooraman- 
der-in-Chief that I -svas joined by my reinforcenients on the 15bh and 
Iflth instant. On the 19th I crossed, first to the island on the Ganges, 
and then to its left bank, by a bridge of boats, which had been labori- 
ousl}'- constructed by Captain Cronamelin, Field Engineer. The enemy 
retired after a very feeble, ip fact a nqminal, resistance to his position 
at Mungalwai'. The two brigades of my force occupied an alignment, 
the right centre behind sand hills, the centre and left on a plain exten- 
ding to, the road from, the Lucknow ghat to. Mungulwar, My heavy 
guns and baggage were passed over on the 20th. 

This morning. I attacked the enemy, turned his right and drove him 
from his position, with the loss of four guns, two of which and the regi- 
mental colour of the 1st Bengal Native Infantry were captured by the 
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Volunteer Cavalry in a charge headed by Sir James Outi’am. The loss 
on our side .was trifling. The enemy suffered severely. About 120 
were sabred by the cavalry. 

From the Secretary to the Government of India, 3filitary Department, to the Deputy 
Adjutant-General of the Army,— dated Fort William, 21st September 1857, 

With reference to your letter No. 968, of the 16th instant, forward- 
ing Major Eyre’s report of his successful operations against a party of 
rebels who crossed from the Oudh side of the Ganges into the Doah, I 
am directed to acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency the 
Commander -in-Ohief, that the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General 
in Council highly appreciates this further good service rendered by 
Major' EjTe and the detachment under his command, and has noted 
with satisfaction the energy and sound judgment exhibited by Major 
E 3 T’e and his officers in the execution of it. 

The original enclosure of 3 'our letter is herewith returned as request- 
ed. 

Telegram from Major-General Sir JT. Outea-At, to the Governor-General of India 
in Council, Calcutta, — dated Camp Bagagunge, 22nd September 1857, 5-5 r.ir. 

The rebels along the road are flying before our force which marched 
twenty miles and 3 msterday fourteen miles. Their retreat was too pre- 
cipitate to enable them to destro 3 '' the Bunnee Bridge ; only four more 
guns taken, but many have been cast into wells and only four passed the 
Bunnee Bridge. Firing at Lucknow distinctly heard and Royal Salutes 
by our 24-pounders to announce our approach to our friends. Our army 
wall have reached Lucknow either last night or this morning. 

Telegram from the Lieutenant- Go vej’nor. Central Provinces, to the Governor- 
Oenei'al of India in Council, — dated Benares, 27th September 1857, 6-15 p.ir. 

A telegram from Cawnpore, dated at 3 P. M. this day, in reply to 
a question from hence, says that nothing has been heard there from 
Lucknow Column since the 22nd of September, when the column was 
fourteen miles from Lucknow ; but yesterday (the 26th) distant firing 
was heard, and Native reports assert that all is over, and we are in pos- 
session of the city, but nothing from the army received ; there is a 
strong report at Benares to-day to the same purpose. 

Telegram from the Officer^ Commanding at Allahabad, to the Chief of the Staff, 
Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, 28lh September 1857, 11-25 a. m. 

The Oudh people, whom I have frequently represented as pressing 
down towards that part of the Allahabad District which is north of the 
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Ganges, have approached within some four or five miles of Jhoosee, 
namel 3 % the village Which is opposite Allahabad, and commands the 
ferry across the Ganges. The force is a rabble, but they may interrupt 
our communication. I am therefore sending a party of Sikhs, under an 
European officer, to take post in a temple at Jhoosee, which some time 
ago I selected, and the armed steamer Jumna was also ordered hy me 
into the Ganges this morning, and will he available for the protection of 
the feiT 3 \ This. I hope, will prevent the Oudh rabble advancing further. 
There is no danger of the force; but the Naval Brigade, which has been 
expected here since the 18th idem, ought to he sent up in the most 
expeditious way; hy land, if necessary. Nothing heard at this station , 
up to this date from General Outram’s force since its arrival at Begum- 
gunge. On the 25th heavy firing was heard at Cawnpore ; in the direc- 
tion of Luckno^Y some firing on the 26 th and a few guns on the 27 th idem. 

• ' ~ ■ ' ■ Si 

Telegram from the Office^' Commanding at Allaliahad, to the Chief of the Staff, 
Caleulta, — dated Allahabad, 30th Seff ember 1857, 3 r.M. 

Complication may possibly arise regarding the post of Futtebpore; 
Major Barnston, of Her Majesty’s 98th Infantry, now commands there as 
senior officer. He applied to me for orders. In point of fact, he should 
apply to General Outram. ^fajor Barnston applied to me for two guns 
to instruct his men in the gun exercise; sickness having arisen among 
his men for want of employment. I hdve no guns to spai’e. There may 
be a couple of spare guns at Cawnpore. If there are, I advise that 
Euttehpore should have two guns from that place for safety. I trouble 
you witli details on account of the anomalous position of Euttehpore, 
and the apparent impossibility of communicating with General Outram. 

A large collection of Dinapore mutineers are in the Banda District; this 
district commences about twenty-two miles from Euttehpore, AH well 
here. Communication wdth Benares and Cawmpore. No news from 
Lucknow. 

Fi'om Brigadier-General IL Havelock, Commanding Oudh Field Force, to 
Captain H. W. Nokmax, Assistant AdjiUant-General,— dated Bnc7cnov> Fesi- 
dcncij, 30 Ih September 1837. 

Major-General Sir James Outram having, wntli characteristic genero- 
sity of feeling, declared that the command of the force should remain in 
my lum^ds, and that he would accompany it as Civil Commissioner only, 
until a-junction could he effected with the gallant and enduring garrison 
of this place, I have to request that you will inform His Excellency the 
Commander-iu-Cluef that this puj-pose -was effected on the evening of 
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the 25th instant ; but before detailing the circumstances, I must refer 
to antecendent events. I crossed the Sye on the 22nd instant, the bridge 
at Bunnee not having been broken. On the 23rd I found myself in 
presence of the enemy, “who had taken a strong position, his left resting 
on the enclosure of the Alambagh, and his centre and right drawn up 
behind a chain of hillocks. The head of my column at first suffered from 
the fire of his guns, as it was compelled to pass along the Trunk Road 
between morasses : but as soon as my regiments could be deployed along 
his front, and his right enveloped by my left, victory declared for us 
and we captured five guns. Sir J. Outram, with his accustomed gal- 
lantry, passed on in advance close down to the canal ; but as the enemy 
fed* his artillery with guns from the city, it was not possible to mainr 
tain this, ^ or ales’s advanced position, for a time taken up ; but it 
became necessaiy to throw our right on the Alambagh, and refuse our 
left ; and even then we were incessantly cannonaded throughout 
the 24th, and the enemy’s cavalry, 1,500 strong, crept round through 
.lofty cultivation, and made a sudden irruption upon the baggage 
massed in our rear. The soldiers of the 90th, forming the baggage 
guard, received them with great gallantry, but lost some brave officers 
and men ; shooting down, however, 25 of the troopers, and putting 
the whole body to flight. They were finally driven to a distance by 
two guns of Captain Cipher t's battery. 

The troops had been marching for three days under a perfect 
deluge of rain, irregularly fed, , and badly housed in villages. It was 
thought necessary to pitch tents and permit them to halt on the 
24th. The assault on the city was deferred until the 25th. That morning 
our baggage and tents were deposited in the Alambagh under an 
escort, and we advanced. The first brigade, under Sir James 
Outram s personal leading, drove the enemy from a succession 
of gardens and walled enclosures, supported by the 2nd Brigade 
which I accompanied; Both brigades were established on the canal at 
the bridge of Charbagh. 

From this point the direct road to the Residency was something 
less than two miles, but it was known to have been cut by trenches, 
and crossed by palisades at short intervals, the houses, also, being all ^ 
loopholed. ProgX’ess in this direction was impossible j so the united 
column pushed on, detouring along the narrow road which skirts the 
left bank of the canal. Its advance was not sei'iousl3' inteiTupted 
until it had come opposite the King’s palace or the Elaisarbagh where 
two guns and a body of rnercenary troops were entrenched. From 
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this entrenchment a fire of grape and musketry was opened under which 
nothing could live. The artillery and troops had to pass a bridge par- 
tially under its influence, but were then shrouded by the buildings 
adjacent to the palace of Fureed Buksh. 

, Darkness was coming on, and Sir James Outram at first proposed* 
to halt within the courts of the Mehal for the night, but I esteemed it 
to be of such importance to let the beleaguered garrison know that 
succour was at hand, that with his ultimate sanction I directed the main 
body of the 7Sth Highlanders and the regiment of Ferozepore to advance. 
This column rushed on with a desperate gallantry led by Sir James 
Outram and m 5 ’^self and Lieutenants Hudson and Hargood of my staif, 
through streets of flat-roofed loopholed houses, from which a perpetual 
fire was kept up, and overcoming every obstacle, established itself 
within the enclosure of the E,esidenc)^ The joy of the garrison inay be 
more easily conceived than described ; but it was not till the next even- 
ing that the whole of troops, guns, tumbrils, and sick and wounded, 
continually exposed to the attacks of the enemy, could be brought 
step by step, within this enceinte and the adjacent palace of theFureed 
Buksh. To form an adequate idea of the obstacles overcome a reference 
must be made to the events that are known to have occurred at Buenos 
.Ayres and Saragossa. Our advance was through streets of houses such 
as I have described and thus each forming a separate fortress. I am 
filled with surprise at the success of the operation which demanded the 
efforts of 10,000 good troops ; the advantage gained has cost us dear. 

The killed, -wounded and missing, the latter being wounded soldiers 
who, I much fear — some or all — havefallen into the hands of a merciless 
foe, amounted, up to the evening of the 26th, to 535 officers and men, 
Brigadier-General Neill, Commanding 1st , Brigade ; Major Cooper, 
Brigadier, Commanding Artillery ; Lieutenant-Colonel Bazely, a volunteer 
with the force, are killed. Colonel Campbell, Commanding 90bh Light 
Infantry; Lieutenant-Colonel Tytler, my Deputy Assistant Quarter- 
master-General ; and Lieutenant Havelock, my Deputy Assistant Adju- 
tant-General, are severely, but not dangerously, wounded. 

Sir James Outram received a flesh wound in the arm in the early 
part of the action near Charbagh, but nothing would subdue his spirit; 
and, though faint from loss of blood, he continued, to the end of the 
action, to sit on his horse, which he only dismounted at the gate of the 
Eesidency. As he has no-v\’ assumed the command I leave to him the 
narrative of alLevents subsequent to the 26th. ■ ' 

Enclosed is the return of casualties up to that date. 


* See letter from Sir James Outram to the CommamIer-:n*Chief, 



Mmeriedl return of Hilled, wounded, and oniss'ing of the troops composing the Oudh Field Force, in the actions of 
the ^5th and Mth September 1S57, under Brigadier-General Havelock, c.b., Commanding. 
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Names of Officers Killed and Wounded, 

KfLLED. 

General Staff. 

<■ 1. Brigadier-General Neill. 

2. Brigadier (Major) Cooper, Arbillery. 

3. Lieutenant-Colonel Bazelj^, Bengal Artillery. 

Artillery. 

4. Lieutenant Crump, Madras Artillery. 

5. Assistant Surgeon Bartrum. 

12t7i Irregular Cavalry. 

6. • Lieutenant Warren. 

’Detachment t Her Majesty's 64th, 

7. Lieutenant Bateman. 

Eer Majesty's 78tli Highlanders, 

8. Lieutenant Webster. 

9. Lieutenant Kdrby. 

Her Majesty's 84th, 

10. Captain Pakenlxara. 

11. Lieutenant Poole. 

Her Majesty's 90th Light Infantry, 

12. Lieutenant Moultrie. 

Wounded. 

General Staff". 

13. Major-General Sir J. Outram, g.c.b. 

14. Caj)tain Beclier, Assistant Adjutant- General, 

15. Captain Orr, slightly. 

Divisional Staff\ 

16. Captain Dodgson, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

17. Lieutenant Sitwell, Aide-de-Camp. 

Lield Force Staff. 

18. Lieutenant-Colonel Tji;ler, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- 

General. 

19. Lieutenant Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Engineers. 

20. Captain Crommelin, slightly. 

Arliilerg. 

21. Captain Cipher ts/sliglitly. 

Volunteer Oavalrg. 

22. Lieutenant Lynch, Her Majesty’s 70 th, slightly. 

23. Lieutenant Palliser, 63rd Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 

24. Lieutenant Swanston, 7th Madras Native Infantry. 

25. Lieutenant Birch, 1st Bengal Light. Cavalry, severely. 

Her Majesty's Sth Fusiliei's. 

26. Captain L. Estrange, severel 3 ^ 

27. Captain Johnson, severelj'. 

Detachment, Dei' Majesty's 64th. 

None. 

Her Majesty's 78th Highlanders. 

28. Captain Lockhart, severelj'. 

29. Captain Hastings, slightlj'. 

80. Lieutenant Crowe, slightly. 

31. Lieutenant Swanson, severely. 

S2. Lieutenant Grant, severe!}'. 

33. Lieutenant Jolly, Her Majesty’s 32nd (attached) since dead. 

34. Lieutenant Macpherson, slightly. 

Her Majesty's 84th. 

35. Captain Willis, slightly. 

36. Lieutenant BaiTj', slightly. 

,37. Lieutenant Oakley, several}'. . 

38. Lieutenant Woolhouse, severely. 

Her Majesty's 90th Light Infantry, 

39. Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, severely. 

40. Lieutenant Knight, severely. 

41. Assistant Surgeon Bradshaw, slightly. 

42. Lieutenant Preston, slightly. 

1st Madras Fusiliers. 

43. Lifeutenant Arnold, since dead. 

44. Lieutenant Bailey, severely. 


GENERAL ORDERS ly the Right Hon'hle the Governor-General of 
. India in Council,— dated Fort William, 30th December 1857. 

No. 1666 of 1857. — The Bight Hon’hle the Governor-General in 
Council, in directing the publication of the subjoined despatch from 

29 
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Major-General Sir J. Outram, G.C.B., dated the 30th of September 
1857, considers it due to that officer and to others who may have felt 
disappointment at the omission of it among the despatches which were 
published in the Galcutta Gazette Extraordinary of the 23rd instant, 
to explain that although earlier in date than those despatches it has 
been received after them, and that its publication has not been delayed. 

His Lordship in Council most fully appreciates the valour of the 
troops whom that distinguished officer, the late Sir Heniy Havelock, 
aided and supported by Sir James Outram and by the lamented Briga- 
dier-General Noill, led victoriously through the-hosts of the insurgents 
and in the face of extraordinax-y difficulties to the relief of the gariison 
of Lucknow; and he desires that every officex*, non-commissioned 
officer and soldier will accept the assurance of the entire approbation 
of Government as offered to each and all individually. 

The Governor-General in Council observes with great satisfaction 
the supplemental order in which Sir J. Outi’am separately brings to 
notice the services rendered by the I'ei'ozepore Begiment under their 
gallant leader, Captain Brasyei'. The thanks of Governxnent were 
given to this regiment in the G. 0. No, 1625, of the 22nd instant j 
and His Lordship in Council willingly reiterates bis acknowledgments 
to Captain Br'asyer and his officers and men. 

A despatch from the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, dated 
the 22nd of December 1857, is also now jxublished. In it TTis Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief prominently brings to notice the good 
sei'vice pei'formed by theofficei’sof the Volunteex' Cavalryj command- 
ed by Captain Barrow, aixd the Governor-Genei’al in Council embraces 
with much satisfaction the opportunity of publiclj’’ recording his sense 
of the gallant conduct of Captain Barrow and his devoted band, officers 
iUxd men, ever forward where hard work and danger were to be found. 

- (Signed) E. J. H. BIECH, Col, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, Mily. Deyt. 

From Major-General Sir J , Ootbam, g. c. b., to His Excellency Sib Oobin 
Campbell, g. c. b., Commander-in-Chief,— dated Lnchnow, 30th Septemler 1857. 

General Havelock having effected his junction with the garrison 
holding the Kesidency of Lucknow on the evening of the 25th instant, 

I, on the following day, I’esumed command of the troops, issuing the 
Order A, of which I enclose a copy for His Excellency’s information. I 
^had previously sent a note to the commandant of the garrison, warning 
him of our approach, and warning him not to be enticed into -weaken- 
ing his garx-ison by detaching to our support when he should hear us 
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engaged in the city, lest the enemy should avail themselves of that 
opportunity to assault his position. This note I have since learnt he 
received— copy enclosed B. 

Since we have obtained access to the exterior of the entrenchments, 
we find that they had completed six mines in the most artistic manner-r- 
one of them from a distance of 200 feet under our principal defensive 
works, which were ready for loading, and the firing of which must have 
placed the garrison entirely at their mercy. The delay of another day, 
therefore, might have sealed their fate. 

To force our way through the city would have proved a very des- 
perate operation, if indeed it could have been accomplished. 

After passing the bridge, therefore, which is at the entrance, Gene- 
ral. Havelock took his force by detours to the right, where but little 
means comparatively of opposition had been prepared, until he ap- 
proached the front of the “ Kaiser Bagh ” (King’s Palace), from whence 
a heavy fire was opened upon us, and from that point (through a limited 
extent of about a quarter mile of street then intervened before reaching 
the Kesidency), the troops were much exposed to the fire of the enemy 
occupying the houses on both sides, as well as to some of the besieging 
guns which had been turned against us, besides being obstructed by 
ditches which had been cut across the street — all which obstacles were 
overcome by the usual gallantry and dash of British troops, but at a 
heavy cost. The Residency was joined in the evening ; and the cheers 
of our rescued comrades overcame for the time our regrets for the many 
who had fallen in their cause. 

General Havelock’s reports will acquaint Tour Excellency with 
details; my own reports commencing from the following day, when, as 
the enemy had, during the night, continued to occupy his offensive 
position and to maintain his fire on the entrenchment, it became my 
first object to occupy or destroy his works ; for, independent of the 
damage caused by his fire to the now crowded garrison, no communica- 
tion could be held with the city. I, therefore, on the morning of the 
26th, ordered the Captain Bazaar to be cleared, which has heretofore 
harboured the enemy in vexatious proximity to the garrison, and it was 
occupied by Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment under Brigadier Inglis, 
capturing five guns, with a loss of one ofBcer (Captain Hughes, 57th' 
Native infantry) and two privates .killed and seven privates wounded, 
thus removing all obstruction from the riverside of our position. 

On the 27th September, the palaces extending along on the line' 
of the river, from the Residency to near the “ Kaiser Bagh” ('^Tehree 
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Kotfcee/’* “Cliutter Munzul,” and “Furliut Buksh”) , were occupied for the 
accommodation of our troops. On the same day, at noon, a party con- 
sisting of 150 men made a sortie on another of the enemy’s positions and 
destro 3 ’’ed four guns, at a loss of eight killed and wounded. At daylight, 
on the 28th, three columns, aggregating 700 men, attacked the enemy’s 
works at three different points, destroyed ten guns, and demolished 
by powder explosions the houses Avhich afforded position to the enemy 
for musketry fire. This has effectually destroyed his attacks, excepting 
on one point, where he has still three guns, which it is difficult to get at, 
but it is not likely the enemy will attempt to maintain that isolated 
position ; and as there has been no fire from thence this morning, it is 
probable he may- have abandoned it. This successful operation was 
attended by the serious loss of one officer and fifteen men killed and 
missing ; one officer and thirty-one men wounded, the officer killed 
being Major Simmons, Commanding Her Majest 3 '’s 5th Fusiliers, most 
deeply regi-etted by the whole army. 

Our present prospects have now to be considered. It was the urgent' 
desire of the Government that the garrison should be relieved, and the 
women and children, amounting to upwards of 470 souls withdra^Yn. 

The ai’my of the enemy has been beaten in the open field without 
difficulty. The resistance was more obstinate in the suburbs, and at a 
great sacrifice the troops forced their way to the garrison of Lucknow. 
The sick and wounded had been left with the baggage in a strong enclo- 
sure, called " Alum Bagh," five miles from the Lucknow entrenchment. 

In considering the heavy loss at which we forced our way through 
the enemy, it was evident that there could be no possible hope of 
canjing off the sick, wounded, and women and children (amounting 
to not less than 1,500 souls, including those of both forces). Want 
of carriage alone rendered the transport through five miles of disputed 
, suburb an impossibility. ^ 

There remained hut two alternatives, one to reinforce the Lucknow 
garrison with 300 men, and leaving everything behind, to retire im- 
mediately with the remains of the infantry upon the “ Alum Bao-h,” 
thereby leaving the garrison in a worse state than we found it, by°the 
addition to the numbers they had previously to feed the great amount 
of our wounded and the 300 soldiers, who would barely have sufficed to 
afford the additional protection that would have been required with- 
out adding such streugth as would have enabled them to make an 
Jf ^efence, to repel attacks by sorties; or to prevent the enemy 

* Tehri Kottce : the Crooked House, 
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occupying the Avhole of their old positions ; while it would have been 
impossible for any smaller force than the remainder of our troojDS, 
diminished by those 300 men, to have any hope of making good their 
way back, and that not without very serious loss. I, therefore, adopt 
the second alternative as the only mode of offering reasonable hope of 
securing the safety of this force, by retaining suflScient strength to 
enforce supplies of provisions, should they^ not be open to us voluntarily’-, 
and to maintain ourselves, even on reduced rations, until reinforcements 
advance to our relief. 

Now that Delhi has fallen and released our forces, two brigades 
might perhaps be spared for this service. But I am satisfied that even 
one brigade, with two batteries of artillery, could make good its way 
to the “Dilkoosha” (a position three miles from hence on the Cawnpore 
side of the caiial), the I’oute to w'hich, the rains now being over, Avill be 
practicable for artillery by’ the direct road from “ Alum Bagh.” 

"With such a force established at “ Dilkoosha,” we could without 
difficulty open out our communication, and withdraw the w’hole, or such 
portion of our forces as may be desired after re-establishing our 
authority at Luclmow. 

Since my’ decision has been made, I have received a letter from 
the “ Alum Bagh,” in Avhich it is stated that they are in great want of 
provisions, but upon returns of what they have, it is clear that they, 
are not aware of their resources, which -were sufficient for some day’s. 
I have, therefore, ordered back the cavalry to join them in the night 
by a circuitous imite, wdth conditional orders to withdraw to Cawnpore, 
or to maintain their position, as may be found most practicable. Their 
only difficulty is provisions, as they are placed in a fortified enclosure, 
defended by two of our heavy guns, and two 9-pounders, besides other 
guns taken from the enemy’, 2.50 European soldiers, and a number of 
convalescents fit to bear anns. 

1st October, F. S . — The cavalry failed to make their way out last 
night; the enemy’ being found on the alert, and in such strength beyond 
our picquets, it'w'as not deemed ju'udent to attempt to foi’ce a passage; 
consequently this despatch was brought back, and there will be no 
means of transmitting it at present. 

(Signed) J. 0. . 


A. 

Division Orders. 


The relief of the Lucknow garrison having last night been accom- 
plished by General Havelock and his brave troops, Major-General Sir- 
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' The Major-General heartily congratulates General Havelock and 
the troops -whom that gallant and distinguished officer has so gloriously 
led to victory on brilliant successes .over the hosts that have opposed 
thena since the army crossed the Ganges on the 19bh instant. He 
sincerely believes that, in the history of warfare, British valour was 
never more conspicuously displayed than on the 21st instant at “ Mungub 
war/’ on the 23rd at " Alum Bagh/'’ and on the 25th, when his heroic 
comrades forced the city bridge and other formidable obstacles which 
interrupted their passage to the position held by the beleaguered 
garrison. The Major-General deeply laments the heavy cost at which 
the relief of our countrymen has been purchased, but the glorious 
devotion with which the gallant dead and equall}'^ gallant survivors 
staked their lives to rescue the Lucknow garrison will be deeply appre- 
ciated by our Queen and our countr}^ and the safety of those wdiom 
we, under God’s blessing, have been permitted to redeem from a dread- 
ful fate, must be our consolation for the loss of so many of our noble 
comrades. The Major-General begs to return his most sincere and 
heartfelt thanks to the General and his gallant army for their glorious 
exertions, the only acknowledgment of their achievements wdnch it 
is in his power to render. On General Havelock it will devolve, in 
bis reports to the Commander-in-Chief, to do justice to the army which 
has ’so devotedly carried out bis orders. But while fully aware, that 
every arm was stimulated by the same brave spirit, the Major-General 
deems it right to bear his personal testimony to the admirable conduct 
of such of the troops as acted under his immediate observation. He 
would especially note the behaviour of the 90th Regiment, who led the 
advance of the left attack at “ Mungulwar ” ; that of the Volunteer 
Cavalry, who charged the artilleiy of the retiring enemy and captured 
two of their guns; that of the 84th and detachment of the 64th attached 
to it, wffio’ led the attack on the enemy’s left at “ Alum Bagh”; that 
of Captain Olpherts’s Battery, who so bravely followed up their retreat 
on that occasion, and Major EjTe’s battery, in opposing the many that 
afterwards bore on their position ; that of the 5th Fusiliers and 
Captain Maude’s battery, who led the column on the 25th instant 
under a most murderous fire ; that of the 1st Fusiliers (Madras)i who* 
charged the bridge and batter}' at the entrance of the city, led by the 
gallant Assistant Adjutant-General, Lieutenant Havelock ; and finally 
that of the VSth Highlanders, who led the advance on the Residency, 
headed by their brave commander, Colonel Stisted, accompnnicd by 
the gallant Lieutenant Hargood, Aide-de-Camp to General ' Havelock ; 
•Captain Grant, 1st Madras Fu-silicrs ; Lieutenant Hudson, 64th Regi- 
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Supplemental Order. 

The Major-General regrets to find that, in noticing the services of 
the troops Avhioh came under his personal attention in Division Orders 
of 26tli instant, he omitted to mention the Regiment 'of JFerozepore 
and its gallant leader, Captain Brasjfer. The Major-General in that 
order merely referred to what he himself observed, but was well aware 
that this regiment was most prominently forward on every occasion. 
Though happening seldom to be in the same part of the field, he takes 
blame to himself for having inadvertently omitted to mention their 
advance with the 90th at “ Muugulwar,” which did come 'under ^is 
personal observation. The time has nob yet come for the Major-Gene- 
ral to notice the conduct of the troops subsequently to his assuming 
command, during which period the Sikh Regiment has been inces- 
santly occupied on most important service ; but they may rest assured 
that they, as well as all the corps who have like them highly_ distin- 
guished themselves since, will be brought to prominent notice. 

Lucknow RESiuENcy I (Signed) D.^DODGSON", 

The 26th September 1857- j Depy. Asst. Adjt.-Genl, 

(Signed) H. W. NORMAN, Capt., 
Asst-lAdjt.-Qenl. of the Army. 


B. 

From Major-General Sir J. OoinAM, g.c.b., to Brigadier J. Inglis, — dated north 
side of the River, 2Sth September 1857, 

The army crossed the river yesterday, and all the material being 
over, marches to-morrow, and, under the blessing of God, will now 
relieve you. The rebels, we hear, purpose making a desperate assault 
upon you as Ave approach the city, and Avill be on the watch in expect- 
ation. of your Aveakening your garrison to make a diversion in our 
favour as Ave attack the city. I beg to Avarn you against being enticed 
too far from your Avorks Avhen yon hear us engaged. Such diversion as 
you can make Avibhout in any way risking your position should only be 
attempted. 


JS’ames of officers Idlled and wounded with General HavelocJcs force 
since leaving Cawnpore to 29th September 1857, in addition to 
the names already published in Government General Order' 
JVb. 1625 of 1857. 

Killed. 

Ser Majesty’s Sth Fusiliers, 

Lieutenant E. E. Haig. 

Her Majesty's SOtJi Ziylit Infantry, 


232 ’ 


THE INDIAN MUTINY 


ITavies of offi,cers hilled and ivonnded ivith General Havelock’s force 
since leaving Gawnpore to £9ih September 1857, in addition to 
the names already published in Government General Order 
No. mo of i^^T'.—CConcld.) 

Wounded. 

Her ILajesfy's 5ih Fusiliers. 

Lieutenant J. W. D. Adair. 

Lieutenant W. M. Carter (since dead). 

Her Majesffs 78tli Highlanders. 

Captain E. Bogle. 

Her Majesty's BOtli Light Infantry, 

Brevet-Major J. Perrin. 

Captain A. A. Beclier, 40bh Native Infantry (since dead). 
Lieutenant N. Grahame, since dead. 


Nominal Loll of European officers hilled and loounded; from the S9th Sep- 
tember to the 21st October, in the Field Force. 

Artillery ... ... Lieutenant Fraser ... September 30th ... Slightly ■vvoanded, 



'Major Stephenson ... 

October 

4th 

... Do. 

do. 



Captain Fraser 

Do. 

Sth 

... Severely 

do. 


lat Madras Fusiliers ...- 

1 

Captain Galwey ... 

Do. 

6th 

... Slightly 

do. 



Lieutenant Gricmo ... 

Do. 

6th 

... Mortally 

do. 

(since dead.) 

1 

1 

LLieutenant Barclay .... 

Do, 

2Ut 

... Slightly 

do. 


Clh Fusiliers ... ... 

Captain Scott ... 

Do. 

Cth 

Do. 

do. 


78lh Highlanders 

f Major Halihurton ... 

Do. 

4tli 

... Mortally 

do. 

(since dead.) 

1 Doctor McMaster ... 

Do. 

15fll 

... Slightly 

do. 


SlthFoot ... ... 

Lieutenant Gibaut ... 

Do. 

0th 

... Mortally 

do. 

(since dead.) 


rCaptain Denison 

Do. 

Cth 

... Severely 

do. 


OOlbFoot ... 

< Captain Bingham ... 

Do. 

Cth 

... -Do. 

do. 



LCaptain Phipps ... 

Do. 

Cth 

... Do. 

do. 


Regiment ol Feroreporo ... 

Lieutenant Cross ... 

Do. 

Cth 

... Do, 

do. 



Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Cavsnpore^ to the Gooernor. General of 
India and the Commander-in-Chief, — dated Cawnpore, 1st October 1837 
2 P.3I. ' 

Baillie Guard’'^ relieved on 2otli "hy General Outranij and advances 
steadily progressing against the city; seven guns captured, and the 
•eightli quarter in our possession on 29th, Maun Sing Avounded amongst 
the rebels. 

* The following note, besides many other most important suggestions, I owe to General Sir 
Henry Norman, g.c.b.—" Baillie Guard," the gateway of the Residency whore the main body of 
the Resident’s Guard was posted in old times, was called Baillie after a former Resident, 
Colonel BailBe. This gate was defended throughout tho siege by Lieutenant Aitkins of 
the 13th Native Infantry, but long before this tho term "Baillie GUard ” had been applied by 
the men of our Native iirmy to tho whole Residency, and Native soldiers in speaking of tho 
Residency always called it " Baillie Guard." It is evidently in this sense that Mr. Shorcr used 
the expression, lie mc.int in fact that our troops had renclied’tlic Residency. 
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From Mr. Sheeeb , — dated Cawnjpore, 1st October 1S57. 

. I have not bean able to get bold of the telegram till a late hour, 
but I hasten to forward you letters, which you will find very interesting. 

We have received intelligence from Lucknow, dated the 29th. The 
Baillie Guard was taken on the 25th, but with considerable loss. 

General Neill was killed ; and the Avhole amount of casualties is esti- 
mated at between 400 and 500. Another letter indicates that on the 
29th the whole of the right, or eastern part of the city, \vas in our 
hands ; that we had taken seven guns, and wmre steadily possessing our- 
selves of all the batteries. 

Maun Sing, ■who had taken an active part against us, w-ns wound- 
ed in two places. 

From Mr. SrcEiiER , — dated Catoiipore, 2nd October 1857. 

I beg to forward letters from Muir, which kindly despatch, after 
perusal, to the Governor-General. We have heard nothing more 
from Lucknow, I trust my telegrajohic message of last evening will 
have reached you. 

All we know is this : — 

The attack on the city was made on the 25th. Havelock went 
rather to the right to avoid the main street ; still the opposition to 
be encountered was very great. J unction with the Baillie Guard was 
effected as the evening fell. Two mines were discovered just readj? to 
be. discharged, which would have placed the garrison at the mercy of 
the rebels. 

Names mentioned of those surviving(not intended to be complete) in 
the Baillie Guard: — John. Anderson, Gubbius, the Taylors, the Ooupers, 
Mrs. Hayes, Mrs. Ommaney and family ; General Outrarn apparentlj' 
merely mentioning these as known to Lady Outi-am. , 

Killed on the ^6ih . — General Neill, Major Cooper, Artillery ; 
Pakenham,.84tli; Bateman, 64th; Wild, 40th Native Infantry; Warren, 
12th Irregular Cavalry, and many -wounded. The sick and wounded 
were left with a detachment at Alumbagh upon the attack. 

Bugus Kuder, the natural son of the CK-king, had fled to F3fzabad. 

Telegram from Major-General Sir 0. Outkasi, to the Commander -in- Chief, ~ 
^ dated Liiclcnow, 2nd October 1857. 

The insurgents are too strong to admit of withdrawing from this 
garrison. The sick, wounded, women and children, amount to upwards 
of one thousand. The force will retire, therefore, after making disposi- 
tion for the safety of the garrison, by strengthening it with all but four 
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of our guns, and leaving 9Gfch Regiment ; then destroying all the eneraj^’a 
works, exploding ail the six mines, which have keen found since our access 
to the exterior, and so disturbing the ground in front of each work as to 
render future mining a difficulty, and demolishing the houses in the 
neighbouibood which commanded the entrenchments. The remainder 
of our force, reduced by casualties, will make its way back to Cawnpore, 
and leave two or three days hence. Two additional brigades, with 
powerful field artilleiy, would be required to withdraw the garrison, or 
reduce the city. I hope these brigades may be speedily assembled at 
Cawnpore. 

GENERAL ORDER by the Governor-General of India inGo%mcil,—f 
dated Fort William, Snd October 1857. 

The Governor- General in Council rejoices to announce that infor- 
mation has been this day received from Major-General Sir James Ontr 
ram, G.C.B., showing that the Residency at Lucknow )vas in the possesr 
sion of Brigadier-General Havelock^s force on the 25th ultimo, and 
that the garrison is saved. 

Rarely has a commander been so fortunate as to relieve i?y his 
success so many aching hearts, or to reap so rich a reward of gratitude 
as w'ill deservedly be offered to Brigadier-General Havelock and his 
gallant band, wherever their triumph shall become known. 

The Governor-General in Council tenders to Sir James Outram and 
to Brigadier-General Havelock his earnest thanks and congratulations 
upon the jojfful result, of which a merciful Ppvidence has made them 
the chief instruments. 

The Governor-General in Council forbears to observe further upon 
information which is necessarily imperfect, but he cannot refrain from 
expressiiig the *deep regret with which he hears of the death of 
Brigadier-General Neill, of the 1st Madras European' Fusiliers, of which, 
it is to be feared, that no doubt exists, 

Brigadier-General Neill daring his short but active career in Bengal 
had won tfie respect {yM confidence of the-Government of India ; he had 
made himself conspicuous as an intelligent, prompt, self-reliant soldier, 
ready of resource and stout of heart, and the Governor-General in 
Council offers to the Government and to the Army of Sfadras his sincere 
condolence upon the loss of one who Avas an honour to the service of 
their presidency. 

■ By order of the Governor General of India in Council. 

<Signcd) R. J. H. BIRCH, Co!.. 

Sccy. (o the Govt, of Indicf. 


CIlAPTEiR V. 

General sir james outram’s defence of residency. 

, • From Sir J. OuinAU to Captain Beitce, — dated Luchioio, 2nd Octuher 1857, 

Oblige me by conveying the follo^Ying message to Brigadier’ 
Wilson : — 

I request you to' prepare a detachment of not less than 300 Enra- 
peans, aud two guns,- to advance to the relief of the retiring column ; 
send rockets with the detachment to give us notice of its’ position' when 
we are supposed to be iii the vicinity. An experienced ofiScer to com- 
mand ; I wish you could be spared for this command. If sn, and you 
Avish it, tell the Brigadier I- Avish it should be so arranged. 

Draw from Futtehpore, Allahabad, and Benares, all men that can 
be spared to be sent to CaAvnpore Avith all practicable despatch. 

Bequest the authorities at Agra to m'ake knOAvn to the General a'fc 
Delhi the urgent necessity there is for reinforcements being pushed on 
to CaAvnpore as speedily as possible^ without Avhich the Lucknow garri- 
son cannot be Avithdrawn.- 

Delhi having fallen, it ^s to' be hoped,- at least, one strong brigade 
may bo spared from there and another may be completed by the troops 
from the eastAvard. 

(, Telegraph to the Commander-in-Chief that the insurgents are too 
strong to admit of AvithdraAving ; besides this garrison, the sick, Avouuded,- 
Avomen and children amounting to upwards of 1,000'. 

The force will retire, therefore, after making every disposition fot 
the safety of the garrison by strengthening it with all but four of om' 
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guns, and leaving the 90th Eegiment there, destroying all the enemy’s 
n'orlis, exploding all the six mines which have been found since our access 
to the exterior, and so disturbing the ground in front of each worlc so 
as to render future mining very difficult, and demolishing the houses in 
the neighbourhood which commanded the entrenchment. The remain- 
der of our force reduced by casualties will make its way back to 
Cawnpore leaving two or three days hence. Two additional brigades, 
with powerful field artillery, will be required to withdraw the garrison 
or reduce the city. I hope the brigades will be speedily assembled at 
Cawnpore by troops from Delhi and the eastwai'd. lathe meantime this 
reduced force Avill be strengthened by its detachments still in the rear 
and may, when completed, form a strong brigade. Telegraph to the 
Governor-General my hopes of a reaction in the city are disairjjointed ; 
the insurgent sepoys have inspired such terror among all classes, and 
maintain so strict a watch beyond our pickets, that we have not 'been 
able to communicate with one single inhabitant of Lucknow since our 
anival. Nothing but a strong demonstration of our power will bo of 
any avail. 

Telegram from Ca2‘)taut'Qiivc'E, to the GovernoV'Gcneral of India in Council , — 
dated Cawiijjore, 7th October 1S57, 11 p.m. 

General Ontram, dated 6th instant, orders me to inform Your Lord- 
ship that there are alterations in the position of his force since the 
mess.age of the 2nd instant, and he urgently requires more ti'oops to 
euabie him to move the position of his force. 


Telegram from TTilson, to the' Chief of the Staff, Calcutta,— dated Caum- 

pore, 8th October 1857, 4 r.sr. 

A messenger, with a letter from General Outram, written in Greek 
character, arrived late last night ; it was directed to Captain Bruce, 
Superintendeut of Police, aud contains the below written order to 
me : — 

Lucknoiv, 

TJie 6th October 1857. 

“ If not already despatched, I request you will increase the detach- 
ment ordered to Alumbagh to whatever additional strength the rein- 
forcements expected . from Futtehpore ■ and Allahabad could provide 
above the original strength of your post.” ^ ' ' 
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Another part of Sir James Outram’s letter, wherein the impossibility 
of withdraAving his force Avithout the support of tAvo strong brigades is 
plainly stated ; likewise that his communication with his rear at Alum- 
bagh, four miles distant, is not preserved. Again, that the Alumbagh 
detachment should be gi-adually reinforced from Oawnpore as troops 
come in ; that the Avhole strength of the enemy is in his vicinity and 
Residency, but that it is probable they may detach cavalry to his rear 
and occupy Bunnee and Busherutgunge, &c. It were needless for me 
to dilate on the perilous position General Outram’s force is in. The 
Chief of the Staff Avill observe that his communication Avith his depot at 
Alumbagh, only four miles distant, is closed ; between this and Alum- 
bagh communication is precarious and uncertain ; the roads and adjacent 
2 AathAvays are zealously^guarded. A cossid may perchance carry a letter 
through from here safely, but to my knoAvledge none have. 

I Avould request His Excellency’s commands regarding the Avay 
.reinforcements are to be forwarded when they do arrive. I am strongly 
against hazarding and jeoparding small detachments of 400 or 500 
men ; such dribblets, under existing circumstances, Avould run the chance 
of being destroyed in detail, and, even if they effect a junction, would be 
of no use for the General’s main object. I Avould not myself forward a 
reinforcement of less than 1,500 European bayonets and six guns, and 
then onl)’' if a second reinforcement of similar strength could folloAV 
, them in ten dajfs, I most sincerel}’' trust none of the mutinous brigades, 
let loose by the fall of Delhi, will retire through Rohilcund, via, Anup- 
shuhr, Ramghat, and join the LucknOAV rebels. The Gwalior rebels 
' threatened us with a vdsit, but I do not anticq^ate any likelihood 
of their doing so. It apjiears to me quite evident that in On dh the 
aspect of affairs has extended far beyond that of mutiny AAath sepoys 
as revolt has jolainly spread through the Avhole province. 

Telegram from Gapiain Betjce, (/tr Major-General Sir J. Outkam), to the 

Governor- General of India in Council, Calcutta, — dated Caivnpore, 16th 
' ^ October 1857, 11 a.si. 

General Outram has issued proclamation to those men of the 7th 
Light Cavalry, 13fch Regiment, Native Infantry, 48th Regiment, Native 
Infantry, and 71st Regiment, Native Infan tiy, who Avere granted fur- 
lough by the Chief Commissioner in Oudh in June, as w'ell as those Avho 
Avent as usual on leave previous to June, to repair to the officer com- 
manding at CaAvnpore for duty, upon the understanding that if they 
aRerAvards proved to have joined in rebellion, they must stand the 
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consequence. General Outram ordei'S nie to organise this depotj and 
lias desii’ed me to ask Your Lordship if others who received similar leave 
under Mr. Colvin's orders are to be similarly embodied or not. 


Telegram from the Chief of the Staff, Calcutta, to Colonel Wilson, Cawnjgore,-^ 
dated Calcutta, 17 Ih October 1857. 

Inform Sir James Outram by cossid — ^3'our communication being-" 
made in Greek charactei' — of Major Barnston’s advance, and that Sir 
James Outram’s letter of the 13th instant has been laid before tho Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Much as the Commander-in-Cliief may desire to meet 
Sir James Outram’s wishes, he is obliged, from want of means, to declare 
the impossibilit}’- of can-ying out Sir James’ plan. 

2. There are no troops of whom to form a line of posts across the' 
province of Oudh, and there is no other available can-iage than that 
now sent. 

3. Even one brigade cannot be formed at Cawnpore, putting for 
the present Alumbagh out of the question, before the 10th of Novem-' 
her at the earliest. 

4. Let Major Barnston, after arrival at Alumbagh, wait there 
three or four days to rest his people and cattle, and communicate, if 
possible, with Sir James Outram ; and let the latter understand that 
this is the only means of suiiplying Alumbagh and Lucknow at the dis- 
posal of his Excellenc}', viz., to allow of the return of Major Barnstom 
with his camels and elephants to Cawnpore, with a view to the subse- 
quent march of a similar but stronger column, with a like object, 

5. Tell him that every possible effort is being made to close the 
new arrivals up to Cawnpore ; and His Excellency has a confident hope 
that the gradual, but never-ceasing concentration, at that place, will- 
have a beneficial influence on the minds of the leaders by whom Sir 
James is now blockaded. 

6. Instruct Major Barnston, when he commences his retreat to 
start in the middle of the night, and mai-ch at least twenty miles, so 
as, to effect the passage of the nullah at Buunee in the first stage. 
He will be able to do this by using his elephants and camels freely. 

7. Let him leave his weakly men and bad marchers to reinfoi’ce 
Alumbagh. 

8. He is also to communicate His Excellency’s orders to the officer 
commanding at Alumbagh that the latter is personally to superintend 
the stores and economise the delivery as much as possible. 
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9. Let Major Barnston take a lakh of Enfield rifle aminuniuon 
with him, if possible ; also let Sir James Outram know that the 
Commander-in-Ghief will write fully by post. 


Telegram from the Governor-Oeneral of India in Council, to Captain Beuce, / or 
Major-General Sir J. Outham, — dated Calcutta, 17tli O.ctober 1857, 

The furlough men who received leave from Sir Henry Law'rence 
in June, or before that time, and who have been summoned to Cawn- 
ppr'e by Sir James O'utram’s proclamation, may be received there ; but 
arms must not be put into their hands at present. 

It is not likely that the proclamation can have penetrated to any 
distance from Lucknow ; if it has not done so, those Avho act upon it will 
Iiave been amongst the insurgents, and must not be too readijt’’ trusted. 

• Po not receive any other furlougli, men at Cawnpore. 


Telegram ft'om Captain ^vxiav,, {fop Major-General Sir 3 ktxv.5 OvTUt,-}!), jo the 
G-overnor ’General and Commander-in-Chief, — dated Cawnpore, 20th October 
1857, 10 A.M. 

A letter, dated 7th October, from General Outram, desires me to 
inform you that the force at Lucknow is now besieged by the enemy, 
and has grain, gtins, bullocks, and horses upon which they can subsist 
for another mouth ; but they have no hospital comforts and little medi- 
cine. Repeats that maintaining troops at Alumbagh, and gradually 
reinforcing that post must -tell favourably ere long; adds, that a wing 
of infantry and two guns at Busherutgunge and Bunnee would secure 
the whole road for safe convoy of provisions to Alumbagh. 

The loss in killed, wounded, and missing since the force crossed the 
.Ganges has been very heavy, — 266 killed and 700 wounded — and miss- 
ing out of the fo.rmer, sixteen officers. 


Telegram from Colonel ‘Wiebon, to the Chief of the Staff,— dated Catonpore, 20th 

Opiober 1857, 12-2 p . m . 

The party for Alumbagh will leave, if possible, to-morrow morning. 
Captain Bruce cannot just now be spared j His Excellency perhaps is 
not aware that the Intelligence Department, by General Outram’s wish, 
is entirely in his hand, as also most of the magisterial and police work 
of the whoje district. Intelligence is of the greatest importance now 
■ jbhat the country is covered with Delhi fugitives. Captain Moir, an 
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experienced Bengal Artillerj' officer, is the party, and, if necessary, j\Tr. 
Kanson of the Civil Service can accompany, as both these gentlemen 
hnow the language well. Sir James Outram, in a subsequent letter to 
Cajitain Bruce, wishes him not to leave Cawnporo. 


Telegram from Captain Buuce, {for ^ajor-General Sir J. Outkait,) to ilie Gover-^ 
nor-General of India in Council— dated Cawnpore, 21xt October 1857, 5 r.ir. 

Bajah Maun Singh has -written to me, wdth enclosure for General 
Outram ; the purport of these is as follows : — 

Sa3-s he never intended to go to Lucknow at all, had not the Banco 
of the late Bajah Buktwar Sing been seized there bj'- the rebels. He 
went with Sir. Gubbins’ (of Benares) sanction to rescue her; he could 
not get awa}”- until all the rebels opposed the British at Alumbagh. He 
seized this opportunity of rescuing her, making eveiy arrangement to 
move back twenty koss fi'om Lucknow. He swears on oath, up to this 
time, he did not connect himself with the rebels. It was willed his name 
now should be connected with the rebels, and himself fall under dis- 
pleasure of Government thus. He suddenly heard the rebels were 
defeated, and the British attacking the place were about to disgrace His 
Majesty’s seraglio. He at once marched to protect it, for he had eaten the 
King’s salt. If the General views with justice his actions, he will see 
that he did not join the rebels. He irrotected the British authorities in 
his district and could not keep himself aloof from protecting the King’s 
honour. Now he was read}' to obe}'^ all Government orders, and if his 
Vakil’s life be spared, he will submit the whole facts. He hopes the 
General will let him know his design that he may carry it out. 

To this letter I sent the following reply : — “ I have received j’-our 
letter and enclosure for General Outram. The British do no injury to 
helpless women and children, however humble their rank, and you 
ought to have known that those of the King would not have been .dis- 
honoured. I have written to-day to General Outram, who is now in the 
Lucknow’ Besidency, and in the meantime if you are really friendly to 
the British Government, jmu are desired at once to wdthdraw’ all your 
men from Luckno-v\’ and communicate with the Chief Commissioner. I 
have sent to tell your Vakil that if he likes to come in and see me, he 
will meet with no injury.” 

The Vakil has since come and, having expressed his master’s 
■willingness to comply with the terms of my letter, departed for Luck- 
now;. 
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Telegram from the Commander-in-CMef, to Captain Bexjce at Cawnpo7'e, — dated 

Calcutta, 22nd October 1857, ■ 

Send best regards b}' cossid to General Outram. Tell him I 
have never ceased iny exertions to press every available soldier up 
to his support. My presence here has enabled me to ensure the exe- 
cution of orders necessary to this effect. I believe in consequence, that 
after making due deduction for sickness, I shall have 2,500 British 
infantry by the 7th November, together with cavalry of the military 
train, two companies of sappers and a small detail of artillery at 
Cawnpore and Alumbagh together. 

The Governor-General has written to desire that Colonel Greathed’s 
column may be directed on Cawnpore, but for the present I have no 
power over that force. I trust it may arrive. 

My intention is to throw forward to Alumbagh about 1,600 
men of the above' force as soon as practicable ; the remainder of the 
force -indicated will close up on Alumbagh as it arrives at Cawnpore, . 

Of course much must depend upon the collection, of carriage 
and supplies. No effort is being left untried to insure a suflSciency of 
both. 

Communicate this confidentially to Colonel Wilson. 

Telegram from Colonel 'Wilsox, to the Chief of the Staff, Calcutta,— dated 
Cawnpore, 22nd October 1857, 4-30 p.ii. 

Received, as most urgent, under date 16th October, from Sir James 
Outram, who states that his Commissary has just informed him, after 
the most searching enquiry, that our attah and bullocks (and we have 
ncthing else) will last only till the 10th proximo, on three-quarter 
rations for Europeans and only half for natives; no possibility of 
obtaining any supplies unless previously relieved. The column must 
push on°to Alumbagh ; spare no cost in sending to Greathed, urging 
his immediate advance, and let there be no delay in bringing up 
troops from Allahabad. Both these points I have communicated to 

Colonel Greathed. October 1857, 

Received by the same cossid from Sir James Outram: As the troops 
of -artillery despatched from Calcutta have no chance of being in 
time Captain Moir’s battery should be drawn from Allahabad, where 
the Naval Brigade will surely suffice for the present. I beg your 
particular attention to the above. Please telegraph this to the 

.Commander-in-Chief. 


31 
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Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Council, to the Officer Command- 
ing at Catunpore, — dated Fort William, 1st November 1857, 

I request that j’ou -will take the first opportunity that presents it- 
self of convej’ing to Brigadier-General Havelock my hearty congratu- 
lations upon his being raised by the Queen to the honor of Knight 
Commander of the Bath, and to the rank of Major-General. I beg 
you to say that it is a ver^^ great 2 ‘>leasure to me to malce this an- 
nouncement to him, and that I vrish him a loirg enjoyment of these 
well-earned distinctions most cordially. 


Telegram from the jPrivate Secretary to the Governor- General, to the Officer Com- 
manding at Caionpore,— dated Fort William, 1st November 1857. 

The Governor-General wishes to know whether you have received 
any intelligence of a sortie having been lately made from the llesi- 
denej’’ at Lucknow into the town, in which many officers were killed 
and wounded. If so, the Governor-General requests that you will com- 
municate the particulars to him by telegraph. 

You are also requested to keep the Governor-General informed of 
any new's w'hich may reach you from Lucknow ; and, if Captain Bruce 
has left Cawnpore, His Lordship will thank you to take measures for 
the speedy transmission to Calcutta of any messages which may be 
addressed to the Govern or-Genex'al by Sir James Outi’am or others. 


Telegram from Frigadier WitsoN, to the Private Secretary to the Governor- 
General, Calcutta, — dated Cawnpo7'e, 5th November 1857, 10-dS a.3I. 

By cossid from Alumbagh, 30th October — Major McIntyre writes 
as follows : — “ Communication with General Outram very uncertain and 
at long intervals. All well at Alumbagh. Tlxis evening 410 European 
infantry and 100 Naval Brigade marched from Cawnpore to join 
Brigadier Grant’s force, which is halted one mile-and-half bejmnd 
Bunnee Bridge by order of the Coramander-in-Chief. ” 

I have had no fiesh communication with General Outram since 
my last telegram of the 2nd instant. 


Telegram from Captain ’BavcT,,for Majoi'-General Sir .7. OuTEAir, to the Gover- 
nor-General of Lidia in Council, Calcutta,— dated Cawnpore, 12th November 
1857. 

The Commander-in-Chief marched with his force to Alumbagh 
this morning. Thei'e was some innocent firing at that post j^esterday. 
His Excellency had been able to communicate with General Outram. 
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Gwalior rebels are not yet reported to have reached the Jumna. The 
Nana’s followers have crossed the Ganges into the Doab ; he himself 
still in Oudli. 

Sklegram from Captain BatrcE, io tJto Governor-General of India in Goancil, — dated 
Cawnpore, 16th November 18S7, 11 a.m. 

The Gomtnander-in-Chief occupied the Dillcoosha and the 
Martini&e after a running fight of two houre yesterday at noon. The 
enemy came forward to attack at 3 p.sr. ; after a struggle of an hour 
be was beaten back, repulsed heavily. An advanced picquet having 
cleared some villages across the canal, we took post there for the 
niglit. Our loss was very trifling : Lieutenant Ma}Tie, Horse Artillery, 
Quartermaster-General’s Hejmrtment, and Lieutenant Wheatcroft, Cara- 
bineers, killed. 

Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Co7inc.il, io Brigadier Camfhell, 
Allahabad, — dated Calcutta, ITth November 1857- 

Pray endeavour to send the following message to the Commander-in- 
Chief:— 

“ I have received your letter of the 10th. I earnestly hope it 
may be possible to avoid a total abandonment of Oudh and to retain 
a safe position at some point between Lucknow and the Ganges. A 
complete withdrawal will do us much'mischief. I write to-day.” 

From Zieufena 7 if H. W. Noeman, Assistant Adjutaiit- General of the Army, to the 
■Seei'etarij to the Goveimment of India, IIilita7’y Depaidment, No, 18- A, — 

dated Sead-Qtiartei's, Camp Catvnpore, the 5th December 1857. 

I have the honour by desire of the Gommander-in-Chief to forward, 
for submission to the Eight Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council, 
the report by Major-General Sir James Outram, k.c.b., dated 25th 
ultimo, of his operations subsequent to the 28th September last, and 
His Excellency would desire particularly to draw the attention of his 
Lordship to the skill displayed in the arrangements made for the 
defence of the position occupied by Sir James Outram^s Force at 
Lucknow, and to the gallantry and endurance of the troops engaged. 

2. Sir Colin Campbell would most especially refer to the valuable 
services of the late Major-General Sir Henry Havelock, whose death 
His Excellency, in common with the whole army, deeply deplores, and of 
that talented and valuable officer. Colonel E. Napier,* of the Bengal 
Engineers, wdiose exertions were conspicuous and unceasing. 


« Field Marshal Lord Napier of Magdala. 
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JTrom Major-Genei'al Sir James Otjteam, k.c.b., GommanHing Carnivore ani 
Dinapore Divisions, io Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, — dated 
Camp Alttmbagh, 25th, November 1857. 


I have the honour to acquaint His Excellency the Commander-in- 


A. Report from Gencrnl Hixveloclc on 

operations of I6th November. 

B. Brigadier Inglis’s report of Garri- 

son of Lncknow,; also Engineer 
operations. Commissariat, &c., &c. 

C. Colonel Napier’s despatch of 25th 

and 26th in bringing up siege 
train, sick and wounded, &c. 

D. Colonel Napier’s despatch reporting 

taking of Phillip’s Garden Battery 
on 1st and 2nd October 1857. 

E. General Havelock’s letter forwarding 

Colonel Napier’s report of opera- 
tions in Palaces. 

F. Brigadier Inglis’s detailed Reports of 

Sorties Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

G. Report of Captain Crommelin, Chief 


Chief with the proceedings of this’ 
force since the 28th of September, 
the date of my last despatch, and beg 
to refer to the documents enumerated 
in the margin. General Havelock 
has commanded -the Field Force 
occupying the palaces and outposts, 
and Brigadier Inglis has continued in 
command of the Lucknow Gamson — 
an arrangement that has proved most 
convenient. 


Engineer. The first work required was to open 

H. Lieutenant Hutchinson’s plan of * ^ 

Captain Lockhart’s post. a road- way through the palaces for 

the heavy train, which had been 
brought into one of the gardens on the 27th September, and by the 1st 
October was safely parked within the entrenchment. 

Contrary to the expectations expressed in my last despatch, the 
enemy relying on the strong position of their remaining battery, (the 
one known as “ Phillips’ Battery,”) continued to annoy the garrison by 
its fire, and to maintain there a strong force. Its capture, therefore, 
became necessary, and this was effected on the 2nd October, with the 


comparatively trifling loss of two killed and eleven wounded, a re- 

sult which was due to the careful and scientific dispositions of Colonel 


Napier under whose personal guidance the operation was conducted. 
Three guns were taken and . burst ; their carriages destroyed; and a 
large house in the garden which had been the enemy’s stronghold was 


blown up. 

With a view to the possibility of adopting the Cawnpore road as 
my line of communication with Alumbagh, Major Haliburton, 78th 
Highlanders, commenced on the 3rd to work from house to house with 
the crowbar and pickaxe. 

On the 4tb, this gallant oflScer w’as mortally wounded ; and his suc- 
cessor, Major Stephenson of the Madras Fusiliers, disabled. During the 
whole of the 5th these proceedings were continued; but on the 6th they 
were relinquished it being found that a large mosque strongly occupied 
by the enemy required more extensive operations for its capture than ■were 



MAJOR-GENEEAL SIR J. OUTRAM’S SECOND DESPATCH 


245 


expedient ; therefore after blowing np all the principal houses on the 
Cawnpore road, from which the gaixison had been annoyed by mushetiy, 
the reconnoitring party gradually withdrew to the post in front of 
Phillips’ Garden, which has since been retained as a j)ermanent outpost, 
affording comfortable accommodation to Her Majesty’s 78th Highlanders, 
and protecting a considerable portion of the entrenchment from moles- 
tation, besides connecting it with the Palaces occupied by General 
Havelock. During the foregoing operations the enemy recovering 
from their first surprise, commenced to threaten our positions in the 
palaces and outposts by mining and assaults. As there were only a 
few miners in the garrison and none with the field force, the enemy 
could not be prevented from exploding three mines causing us a loss of 
several men ; and on the 6th they actually penetrated into the palaces 
in considerable numbers. 

But they paid dearly for their temerity, being intercepted and slain 
at all points. Their loss on that day was reported in the city to have 
been 450 men. 

A company of miners formed of volunteers from the several coi*p3 
was placed at the disposal of the Chief Engineer, which soon gave him 
the ascendancy over the enemy, who were foiled at all points, with the 
loss of their galleries and mines, and the destruction of their miners in 
repeated instances. 

The Sikhs of the Ferozepore regiment have zealously laboured at 
their own mines, and though separated only by a narrow passage (16 
feet wide) from the enemy, have, under the guidance and direction of 
the Engineer Department, defended and protected their position. 

The outpost of Her Majesty’s 78th Highlanders under Captain 
Lockhart has also been vigorously assailed by the enemy’s miners. 
Its proximity to the entrenchment made it convenient to place it 
under the charge of the Officiating Garrison Engineer, Lieutenant 
Hutchinson, under whose skilful directions the enemy have been com- 
pletely out-mined by the soldiers of Her Majesty’s 78th Regiment. 

I am aware of no parallel to our series of mines in modern war : 
21 shafts, aggregating 200 feet in depth and 3,291 feet of gallery, have 
been executed. The enemy advanced twenty mines against the palaces, 
and outposts ; of these they exploded three, which caused us loss of life 
and two which did no injury : seven have been blown in ; and out of seven 
others, the enemy have been driven, and their galleries taken possession 
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of by our miners ; results of which the Engineer Department may well 
be proud. The reports and plans forwarded by Sir Henry Havelock, 
K.C.B., and now submitted to His Excellenc)’-, will explain how a line 
of gardens, courts, and dwelling-houses, without fortified enceinte, 
without flanking defences and closely connected with the buildings of 
a city, has been maintained for eight weeks in a certain degree of 
security ; and notwithstanding the close and constant musketry fire from 
loopholed walls and wdndows often within thirty yards, and from eveiy 
lofty building within rifle range, and notwithstanding a frequent though 
desultory fire of round shot and grape from guns posted at various 
distances, from 70 to 500 yards. This result has been obtained by the 
skill and courage of the Engineer and Quartermaster-General’s Depart- 
meirt, zealously aided by the brave officers and soldiers who have dis- 
played the same cool determination and cheerful alacrity in the toils of 
the trench and amidst the concealed dangers of the mine that they 
had previously exhibited when forcing their way into Lucknow at the 
point of the bayonet and amidst a most murderous fire. 

But skilful and courageous as have been the engineering opera- 
tions, and glorious the behaviour of the troops, their success has been 
in no small degree promoted by the incessant and self-denying devotion 
of Colonel Napier, — who has never been many hours absent by day or 
night from any one of the points 'of operation, — Avhose valuable advice 
has ever been readily tendered -and gratefully accepted by the 
executive officers, — whose earnestness and kindly cordialit}'’ have stimu- 
lated and encouraged all ranks and grades, amidst their harassing 
difficulties and dangerous labours, 

I noAv lay before His Excellency, Brigadier Inglis’ report of the 
proceedings in the garrison, since its relief by the force under my com- 
mand, since the capture of the enemy’s batteries and the occupation of 
the palaces and posts. 

The position occupied by the Oudh Field Force relieved the gand- 
son of the entrenchment from all molestation on one-half of its enceinte, 
that is, from the Cawnpore road to the commencement of the river front '; 
and the garrison, reinforced by detachments of the 78th and Madras 
Fusiliers, was enabled to hold as outposts three strong positions com- 
manding the road leading to the iron bridge, w'hich have proved of 
great advantage, causing much annoyance' to the enemy and keeping 
their musketry fire at a distance from the body of the place. 
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The defences ^Yhich had been barely tenable were thoroughly re- ' 
paired, and new batteries were constructed to mount thirteen additional 
guns. ■ ^ ' 

The enemy, after the capture of the batteries, adopted a new sys- 
tem of tactics. Their guns were withdrawn to a greater distance, and 
disposed so as to act not against the defences, but against the interior of 
the entrenchment. 

The moment they were searched out and silenced by our guns, 
their position was changed so that their shot ranged through the 
entrenchment ; and but for the desultory nature of their fire might 
have been very destructive. 

Under the care of the Superintending Surgeon, Dr. Scott, the hos- . 
pital was seeui’elj’’ barricaded without detriment to ventilation. 

From the Eev. J. P, Harris, Chaplain of the garrison, the sick and 
wounded received the most marked and personal kindness. His spiritual 
ministrations in the hospital^ vvere incessant ; his Christian zeal and 
earnest philanthropy 'l have had constant opportunities of observing 
since my arrival in Lucknow ; and but one testimony is borne to his ex- 
ertions during the siege and to the personal bravery he displayed in 
hastening from touse to house in pursuit of his sacred calling under 
the heaviest fire. Daily he bad to read the funeral service over num- 
bers of the gaiTison, exposed to shot, shell and musketry. 

Order was established in the Magazine under Captain Thomas, the 
Garrison Commandant of Artillery and Commissary of Ordnance.; and 
under Dr. Ogilvie, Sanitary Commissioner, the Conservancy Depart- 
ment effected great and visible improvements in the condition of the 
entrenchments, besides removing the horrible collection of filth and 
putrid carcasses which bad accumulated in the palaces taken possession 
of by the Believing Force. 

I cannot conclude this report without expressing to His Excellency 
• my intense admiration of the noble spirit displayed by all ranks and 
grades of the force since we entered Lucknow. Themselves placed in 
a state of siege, — suddenly reduced to scanty and unsavoury rations, 
denied all the little luxuries, (such as tea, sugar, rum, and tobacco,) 
which by constant use had become to them almost necessaries of life, 
smitten in many cases by the same scorhntive affections and^ other 
evidences .of debilit}'-, which prevailed amongst the original garrison, 
compelled to engage in laborious operations,— exposed to constant 
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danger and kept ever on the alert — their spirits and cheerfulness, and 
zeal and discipline, seemed to rise with the occasion. Never could there 
have been a force more free from grumblers, more cheerful, more ^Yill- 
ing or more earnest. 

Amongst the sick and wounded this glorious spirit was, if possible, 
still more conspicuous than amongst those fib for duty. 

It was a painful sight to see so many noble fellows maimed and 
suffering, and denied those comforts of which they stood so much in 
need. 

But it Yvas truly delightful and made one proud of his countrymen, 
to observe the heroic fortitude and hearty cheerfulness with which all 
w^as borne. 

My cordial acknowledgments are due to Brigadiers Hamilton and 
Stisted, and to their Brigade Staff — Captains Spurgin and Bouverie — 
for the efficient disposition of their troops under General Havelock’s 
orders and direction, and the vigilance with which they have guarded 
their extended position. 

The glorious reputation which his defence of Luclcnow has won 
for Brigadier Inglis leaves little room for further commendation for the 
able manner in which that defence has been continued, — ^the vigour 
with which the defences of his garrison have been improved and ex- 
tended and the unceasing vigilance which rendered every effort of' the 
enemy to assail him utterly hopeless. I cordially concur in and second 
his .recommendation to the favourable notice of His Excellency the 
Gommander-in-Chief of the several officers named in his despatch. 

To the gallant Brigadier Eyre, Commanding the Artillery, whose 
victories at Arrah and Jugdespore have already given him an European 
reputation ; to the brave Captains Olpherts, of the Bengal Artillery ; 
and Maude of the Royal Artillerj’-, commanding batteries ; to Lieute- 
nant Thomas, Commissary of Ordnance ; and to the officers and men of 
the combined force of Artillery, my hearty and sincere thanks are due. 
The duties which have fallen on them have been most arduous, and 
have been carried through with the zeal and gallantry which have ever 
distinguished their noble arm of the service. 

Captain Crommelin, Commanding the Engineer Department, has 
had to undertake very important duties of a novel and difficult nature 
without trained sappers and wdthout any establishment of trained subor- 
dinates, and with a" very small staff. Under these disadvantages, 
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combined with the very serious one of ill-healthy Captain Crommelin, 
aided hy the Executive Department, converted the open arcaded halls 
of the palace into secme barracks, and has kept aloof the enemy’s 
miners. 

To Captain Crommelin ; to his gallant and energetic second-in- 
Command, Lieutenant Hutchinson ; to Lieutenants Russell and Limr 
inond, and the officers and men recommended hj'^ Captain Crommelin, I 
am very greatly indebted. 

I have particularly to recommend to His Excellency’s notice Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Purnell, Commanding Her Majesty’s 90th Light Infantry, 
who throughout these operations has had charge of the advanced 
garden and its dependent posts which have been exposed to the unceas- 
ing attack of the enemy. For the very able manner in which these 
posts have been held, Colonel Purnell deserves the highest praise. 

Captain Brasyer, Commanding the Regiment of Ferozepore, and 
Captain Lockhart, Commanding Her Majesty’s 78th Highlanders, have 
each maintained a difficult position with the most perfect success. 
These officers, to whom I must also add Captain Shute, Commanding 
Detachment, Her Majesty’s 64th Regiment, have gallantly led their 
men in every sortie. 

To Captain Willis, Commanding Her Majesty's S4th Regiment 5 
Captain Galwey, Commanding Madras Fusiliers ; and Lieutenant Meara, 
Commanding Her Majesty’s 5th Regiment (Fusiliers), I must tender my 
acknowledgments. Captain Barrow, Commanding Yolunteer Cavalry ; 
Captains Johnson and Hardinge, Commanding Irregular Cavalry, though 
precluded from acting in their pipper capacity, have zealously volunteer- 
ed for every service in which they or their men could be useful, and 
have maintained posts or furnished working parties with cheerful alac- 
rity. 

To Captain Garden, Assistant Quartermaster-General ; to Captain 
Hardinge, Officiating Deputy Quartermaster-General ; Captain Moorsom, 
Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General, my thanks are particularly due 
and also to Captains Alexander, Orr and Carnegy for their services at 
the head of the Intelligence Department j — notwithstanding the com- 
plete hostilitj’’ of the country many trustworthy messengers have been 
furnished, by which communications have been safely carried to Alum- 
bagh and Cawnpore. Captain Moorsom, of Her Majesty’s 52ud Regi- 
ment, having surveyed the city and environs of Luckno\v previous to 
the outbreak of hostilities, has constantly been able to render most 
important service, and is a verv bold and intelligent officer. 
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The commissariat arrangements have been most efficiently con-: 
ducted under Captain Macbean, attached to the Oudh Field Force ; 
and Lieutenant James, attached to the garrison ; and I have to thank 
them for their valuable services. 

I beg to recommend, to particular notice, the excellent arrange-: 
raents rnade for the cai'e of the sick by the Medical Department under 
Superintending Surgeon J. Scott, whose energy and zeal have been 
unremitting in the performance of his arduous duties. 

I have further to recommend to His Excellency’s notice Lieutenant 
Hudson, Her Majesty’s 64th Regiment, Deputy Assistant Adjutant- 
General ; and Lieutenant Hargood, Madras Fusiliers, Aid-de-Oamp 
on the staff of the late Sir H. Havelock ; also the officers of my divi- 
sional and personal staff. 

To Major North, General Havelock’s Deputy Judge Advocate- 
General, and subsequently one of the Prize Agents, my thanks are due 
for the readiness and success with which he established and superinten- 
ded the manufacture of Enfield rifle cartridges. This valuable ser^dce 
was rendered without any relaxation of his other duties, in the prose- 
cution of -svbich he met with a wound. 

The pleasing duty now remains of acknowledging my obligations 
to my personal staff. 

To Colonel Napier, Military Secretary, Chief of the Adjutant- 
General’s Department, for the efficient support I have ever received 
from him throughout these operations, and whose gallantry in the field 
was as conspicuous as his able guidance of the engineering operations 
above detailed was valuable. 

I have much pleasure in making favourable mention of the services 
of Captain Dpdgsqn, Assistant-Adjutant-General, who has afforded me 
every assistance ; also Captain Gordon, Deputy Judge Advocate-General. 

My Aides- de-Camp — Lieutenants Sitwell and bhamier — have ren- 
dered me most constant and zealous aid. I w^as unfortunately dejorived 
of Lieutenant Sitwell s services on the 25th September, owing to a contu- 
sion received early in the day ; and again, on returning from the garrison, 
from a severe wound on the 17th November. Lieutenant Ohamier 
has attended at my side in the field throughout every operation. 

My thanks are due also to my Private Secretary, Mr. W. J. Money, 
ivho has accompanied the army in the field in addition to his valuable 
lervices in his civil capacit 3 ^ 

I have to acknowledge the services of Captain Dawson and Ensign 
lewitt, orderly officers. 
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I was glad to avail mj^’self of the services of Mr. George Oouper, 
C.S., who volunteered to perform the duties of an Aide-de-Camp du- 
ring our stay in the garrison and on the night of oUr retiring from it. 

It is with the deepest regret that I have to record at the head of 
the gallant aiid distinguished officers who have so zealously and ably 
aided these operations^ and whose loss their country has to deplore, 
the name of the lamented Sir Henry Havelock, on whose merits it 
would be superfluous for me to dwell. Worn out by toils and exposure, 
he lived but long enough to witness the end for which he had fought 
so nobly, and to receive the valued token conveyed to him of the appro- 
bation of his sovereign. 

Colonel Campbell, of Her Majesty’s 90th Light Infantry, who, in 
my former despatch, was returned as wounded, has since died. In 
him England has lost a most gallant and distinguished officer. 

By the fall of the gallant officers Major Haliburton, Her Majesty s 
78th ; Major Simmonds, Her Majesty’s 5th Fusiliers ; and Major Ste* 
phenson, of the Madras Fusiliers, the country and service have sustain- 
ed a very heavy loss. 

I have also, with sorrow, to record the loss of the many other 
valuable officers and soldiers who have fallen in the performance of 
their duty during the course of these operations which have involved 
a total loss (subsequently to those reported in General Havelocks des- 
patch of the 28th October,) of 6 European officers, 1 Native officer and 
120 rank and file killed; 27 European officers, 7 Native, and 382 rank 
and file wounded ; total, 551 killed and wounded. 


jpf'om Major-General Sir H. Havelock, Commanding OiidJi Field Force, to 
Colonel jR. Hapiee, . Chief of the Staff to Major-General Sir James 
O uTEAM, G. c. B. — No. 33-JB, dated Luclcnoxo, 16lh Novemher 1837. 

I beg to report, for the information of Major-General Sir James 


Btli Fusiliers ' ... ... 160 

Under Lieutenant Hears. 

C4th Regiment ... ... 48 

Captain Shute. 

94th Regiment ... 160 

Captain Willis. 

78th Regiment ... ... 142 

Captain Lockhart. 

80th Light Infantry ... 181 

Lieutenant-Colonel Purnell. 
Regiment of Feroiepore ... 100 

Lieutenant Cross. 

Reserve 200 from 5th Fnsiliera, 78th 
Highlanders, and Regiment of Ferozepore. 

Each column being- accompanied by a 
party of miners with tools and powder hags 
under command of an Engineer Officer. 


Outram, a c. b., the complete success 
of the operations in which the troops 
of my division were employed under 
bis own eye this evening, in capturing 
a succession of houses in advance of 
the Palace of F urreed Buksh. 

I have given in the margin the 
details of detachments emploj’ed. 

The nature of the enterprise may 
be shortly described as follows r — 
The progress of the relieving force 
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under His Excellency the Commander-in- Chief was anxiously watched, 
and it was determined that as soon as he should reach the Sikunder 
Bagh, about three miles from the Residency, the outer wall of the 
advance garden of the Palace, in which the enemy had before made 
several breaches, should be blown in by mines previously prepared ; 
that two powerful batteries erected in the enclosure should then open 
on the insurgent’s defences in front, and after the desired effect had 
been produced, that the troops should storm two buildings known by 
the names of the Hern Khana or Deer-house, and the steam engine- 
house. Under these also, three mines had been driven. 

It was ascertained about 11 A. M. that Sir Colin Campbell was 
operating against the Sikunder Bagh. The explosion of the mines in 
the garden was therefore ordered. Their action was, however, com- 
paratively feeble, so the batteries bad the double task of completing 
the demolition of the wall and prostrating and breaching the works 
and the buildings beyond it. Brigadier Eyre commanded in the Left 
Battery ; Captain Olpherts in the right ; Captain Maude shelled from 
six mortars in a more retired quadrangle of the Palace. The troops 
were formed in the square of the Chutter Munzil, and brought up in 
succession through the approaches, which in every direction intersected 
the advance garden. At quarter-past 3 two of the mines at the Hern 
Khana exploded with good effect. At half-past 3 the advance sounded. 
It is impossible to describe the enthusiasm with which this signal was 
received by the troops, Pent up in inaction for upwards of six weeks, 
and subjected to constant attacks, they felt that the hour of retribution 
and glorious exertion had returned. 

Their cheers echoed through the courts of the Palace, responsive 
to the bugle sound, and on they rushed to assured victory. The 
enemy could nowhere withstand them. In a few minutes the whole 
of the buildings were in our possession, and have since been armed with 
cannon and steadily held against all attack. It will be seen by the 
enclosed return that the loss has been small. 

I received, throughout the ojierations, the most effective aid from 
my staff— Lieutenant Hudson, Acting Deputy Assistant Adjutant- ' 
.General ; Lieutenant Moorsom, 52nd Light Infantry, Acting Deputy 
Assistant Quartermaster-General; Lieutenant Hargood, 1st Madras 
.PAsiliers, my Aid-de-Oamp; and Lieutenant 0. VV. Havelock, 12th. 
Inbgular Cavalry, my Orderly Officer. 

The'^fficers of Artillery-Brigadier Eyre, and Captains Olpherts 
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I must commend all the officers in charge of detachments ; hut most 
prominently Lieutenant- Colonel Purnell, 90th Light Infantry, whose 
conduct throughout the affair evinced the most distinguished gallantry- 
united to imperturbable coolness and the soundest judgment; as well 
as to Lieutenants "Russell, Hutchinson, and Limond, of the Engineers,, 
and Captain Oakes (attached) who showed the way to the several points - 
of attack. 


Mtimerical return of Icilled and wounded of the troops composing . 
Oudh Field Force, at Luclcnow, on the 16th Kovember 1867, under 
Brigadier-General Havelock, g. b.. Commanding. 


Eeeiments. 

Kileed. 

WOVNDEU. 

• 

RemnrlwB, 

*o 

o 

*0 

O 

•u 

« 

5 

a 

a 

S 

o 

en 

-£ 

fi- 

ci 

o 

CO 

1 

a 

<u 

a 

V 

<0 

S 

0 

a 

o 

'•0 
: C 
c 

: O 

1 

1 

m 

u 

<D 

e 

o 

(0 

"S 

Sergeants and Havildars. 

Drummers. 

A 

'O 

a 

a 

o 

s-< 

'S 

a 

o 

§ 

a 

c 

© 

a 

© 

© 

'S 

.5 

% 

O 

CO 

C 

R 

a 

o 

© 

3 

Second-Lieutenants, 

i 

S2 

Sh 

© 

© 

s 

o 

© 


£ 

© 

S 

H 

u 

p 

.2 

S 

'0 

c 

rt 

i 

a 

,.4 

S 

1st Madras Pusiliers 





















3 

1 


Her Majesty’s Oth Fusiliers 










4 

4 








2 


4 

6 


], f> 64th Toofc ... 



... 




.. 





... 









B 

B 












1 

3 




1 






8 

9 




... 



... 






















... 































2 

0 




1 






3 

4 





... 











































1 
























1 


Total 


— 

— 

— 

... 


— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 



2 

— 

21 

1 



Adjutakt-Generai’s OeeiceO (Sd.) J. HUDSON, Lieut., 

The 17th L'evemier 1S57. ) Acta. Depy. Asst. Adjt.-Genl., Oudh Field Force. 


From Brigadier J. Ingiis, Comdg. iJie Gat'rison of Zuchnow, to Colonel B. 
Napiee, Chief of the Staff, — dated Lucknow Garrison, 12th November 1857. 

I have the honour to request that you will do me the favour to 
submit to Major-General Sir James Outram, G. C. B., Commanding the 
Forces, the following record of events in this position since the arrival 
of the Army under his command. 
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1. On the following morning I received instructions to place 
under the orders of Major Haliburton, 7Sth Highlanders, as strong a 
detachment as I could spare from the gamson, in order to strengthen 
the rear-guard which had been left at Mr. Martin’s house, in charge of 
the heavy guns that had arrived Avith the force. I accordingly detail- 
ed a party of 100 men of the 32nd Foot, under the Command of 
Captain Lowe, who Avas accompanied by Captain Bassano, Captain 
McCabe, and Lieutenant Cooke, of the same coi-ps. This detacfhment 
reinained all day in position Avith the rear-guard, and on the following 
morning it covered the extreme rear, on the march into the “ Fureed 
Buksb,” whence Captain McCabe led a party of Amlunteers, composed 
of the 5th, 32nd, and 90th Regiments, into a garden, and routed the 
enemy Avith great slaughter. Earlj'^ the next day, this detachment, 
having performed the arduous duties assigned them, returned to my 
garrison. In these operations the 32nd Regiment had one sergeant 
and one private killed, and tAvo sergeants and tAVO jirivates Avounded. 
Captain LoAve also received a severe wound. 

2. The report of the seA'eral sorties made under the direction of 
the Major-Genei'al Commanding the Forces, and in Avhich detachments 
from this garrison have borne (I worrld fain hope) a distinguished part, 
have been so fully detailed by the officers Avho commanded oh these 
occasions, that I need not enter further on the subject than to express 
my admiration of the gallant and devoted behaviour of both officers 
and men. 

3. As soon as these operations were terminated, I turned my atten- 
tion to the state of the batteries and defences of this position, man}'- of 
Avhich AA’-ere in a very dilapidated state, as the Major-General is aAvare, 
especially the jiart called the brigade mess, at either flank of Avhich Avas 
an open breach, neither of Avhich Ave had ever been able to repair or 
strengthen, or ever adequately to defend. But the large number of 
doolie-bearers placed at my disposal by the Chief of the Staff, and the 
increased strength of the garrison, enabled me to carry on the Avorks 
AAuth vigour, and to materially strengthen all my critical positions. 

4. Since the ai'rival of the force, a large mound and a musjid 
adjacent to Innes' post Avere taken possession of by the late Lieutenant 
Graydon, and have been made defensible, as they completely OA’-erlook 
and command the iron bridge, and approach therefrom. A description 
of the Avorks that have been carried out is fully given in the appended 
memorandum by the Engineer Officer. .Great praise is due to the great 
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professional skill, the persevering energ}’’, and the untiring personal acr 
tivity displayed by Lieutenant Hutchinson, under whom the works have 
been carried out. 

6. Owing to the extreme paucity of nurnbers attached to the 
garrison, magazine, and the harassing duties which have devolved on 
this establishment during this very protracted siege, it has necessarily 
always been in a somewhat unsatisfactory state, and I gladly seized the 
ppportrinity to remodel it. With this end in view I directed Lieute- 
nant Thomas, in charge of the magazine, to remove it to the Post Office 
compound, as affording the most convenient site for piling shot and 
collecting together the various materials appertaining to this depart-? 
ment. This duty has been ably performed by Mr. Conductor Bewsej’-, 
Officiating Sub- Conductor, under the directions of Lieutenant Thomas, 
and I have now the pleasure to report that all the spare shot and shell 
has been collected, gauged and piled. The spare muskets and musket 
barrels have also been collected, and a large supply of cartridges, wads, 
fuzes, quick and slow matches, have been prepared. The establishment 
have besides been employed in repairing sponge staffs, grummetting. 
shot and shell, and in collecting wood, iron, lead, and other materials 
from the Fureed Buksh and other places. The Ordnance drivers have 
also rendered assistance in removing guns and mortars, and in erecting 
and repairing batteries and issuing stores, 

6. The buried treasure, amounting to nearly twenty-five lakhs of 
rupees, is being exhumed, and placed again under the charge of the 
civil authorities. 

7. The commissariat arrangements made in garrison, under the 
directions of Sir' James Outram, G. c. B., have involved a considerable 
reduction in rations, and this deprivation, coming as it did ujion the 
garrison at the end of so long a siege, in addition to the want of malt- 
liquor and spirits, has borne somewhat heavily on every one ; but all 
have sustained the deprivation cheerfully, and none more so than the 
women, whose admirable conduct I have alluded to in a former des- 
patch. An appended memorandum, furnished by the Garrison Commis- 
sariat Officer, enters fully into the Commissariat arrangements that 
have been made. 

8. The gi'eat number of wounded which accompanied the Major- 
General’s force into this position speedily increased the number '' of 
patients from 130 to 627 ; and as nearly all arrived without bedding, 
and as there w'as besides but a small supply of medicine, it became 
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necessary to make every arrangement to meet these wants. In order to 
provide the requisite shelter, two large double-pole tents have been 
pitched close to the hospital portico, and a large room in the Begum 
Kotee made over for the accommodation of wounded officers. The 
buildings in the Central Sikh Square were also assigned to the remain- 
ing portion of the sick and wounded. Old tents have been cut up for 
bedding, and the patients have been made as comfortable as circum- 
stances would admit ; and I am sure that Sir James Outram, G. C. B., will 
have viewed, with the same satisfaction as myself, the excellent arrange- 
ments which have been made by that indefatigable officer, Superinten- 
ding Surgeon Scott. 

9. During the period wffiich this report embraces the proceedings 
of the enemy have been marked by much less activity than heretofore. 
Several of their guns, however, have been moved across the river whence 
they have kept up a desultory cannonade, which has been silenced on 
most occasions by a few rounds of our heav}’^ ordnance, 

10. Their musketry fire has, however’, occasionally been so heavy, 
especially by night, as to induce a belief that they intended an attack ; 
but these demonstrations have rarely lasted for any lengthened period, 
though they have rendered it necessary that every man should be under 
arms for the time. Orving to the repairs made to our defences and the 
increased cover obtained thereby our casualties on these occasions have' 
been but few. 

11. Among the officers belonging to this garrison who have fallen 
since the advent of the Major-General’s force, I deeply regret to have to 
record the loss of Captain Hughes, of the 57th Regiment, Native Infan- 
try, doing dut}’- with Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot, who was mortally wound- 
ed at the attack of a house which formed one of the enemy’s outposts. 
Captain McCabe, Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot, a most distinguished officer, 
has also fallen ; he received his deathrwound -while leading his fourth 
sortie. Lieutenant Graydon, too, of the 44-th Regiment, Native Infant 
try, an officer of great merit, was mortally wounded ' while assisting in 
barricading bis post. 

12. Of the officers attached to this garrison who have had 
opportunities of distinguishing themselves, I would beg to bring to notice 
the gallant conduct of Captain Lowe and Lieutenant Lawrence, of Her 
Majesty’s 32nd Foot, who have each led a sortie ; Lieutenant Hardiuge, 
too. Officiating Deputy Quartermaster-General, who headed two sorties; 
also Lieutenant Aitken accompanied by Lieutenant Cubitt of the ISth- 
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Eegimenfc, Native Infantry, who led a party of his regiment- to a success- 
ful attack on a barricaded gateway held by the enem}'^ ; Major Apthorp 
and Captain Kemble, 41st Kegiment, Native Infantry ; Captain H. 
Korbes of the 1st Light Cavalry*; Lieutenants Huxham (wounded 
slightly in two places) and Ouseley, 4Sth Regiment, Native Infantry; 
Lieutenant Warner of the 7th Light Cavalry; Lieutenant Cooke, Her 
Majestj’-’s 32nd Foot; Lieutenant A. S. Thain, 13th Native Infantry*; 
and Lieutenant Mecham of the Madras Army — also accompanied sorties 
and distinguished themselves. 

13. Neither must I omit to record my appreciation of the gallant 
bearing of the Engineer Officers — Lieutenants Anderson, Hutchinson, and 
Innes — who accompanied the storming parties. 

14. My thanks are due to the officers commanding outposts who 
have continued to evince the same vigilance and gallantry that has 
characterized their conduct throughout this memorable siege. 

15. I have ah'eady expressed my inability to do justice to the 
behaviour of the troops, both European and Native, and I can therefore 
only say that they have continued to exhibit the same gallantry under 
fire, and the same patience under suffering and privation as heretofore. 

16. The several officers who compose my staff have continued to 
render me every assistance and have given me every satisfaction in 
their several departments. 

17. Lastlj"-, I beg to express my grateful acknowledgments to the 
Major-General Commanding the Forces for the additional force placed at 
my disposal composed of detachments of the Artillery, Volunteer 
Cavaliy, 1st Madras Fusiliers, and 78th Highlanders, all of whom have 
borne themselves as becomes British soldiers. I have also to add my 
deep sense of the valuable counsel and advice which I have received 
from yourself on all occasions. 


General Order by the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General of India in Council dated 
Fort William, 12th January 1858; No. 54 of 1858.— Erra/a—Brigader J. Inglis late com- 
manding Lucknow Garrison, having brought to notice that the names of Captain H. Forbes 
of the 1st Light Cavalry, and Lieutenant A. S. Thain, of the 13th Native Infantry, were 
inadvertently omitted in the 12th paragraph of the Brigadier’s despatch, dated 12th Novem- 
ber 1857, published in the Extraordinary Gazette 
of the 23rd December 18571, the Right Hon’ble 
the Governor-General in Council desires to rectify that omission, and that those officers! 
names be added to that paragraph, — Captain Forbes’ name after that of Major Apthorp, and 
Lieutenant Thain’s after that of Lieutenant Cooke. Order Books to be corrected accord- 
ingly. 


t G. G. O. So. 1625 of 185 7. 


33 
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Ifominal Bolt of Officers attached to the Liicknoxu Garrison hilled 
and ^voivnded behveen the ^5th September and the 10th November 
1857. 

Artillery. 

Killed. 

Lieutenant D. C. Alexander. 

H. M.’s 32nd Kegiment. 

Wounded, 

Captain E. Lowe, severel3L 

„ B. McCabe, dangerously (since dead). 

Lieutenant J. Edinondstoune; slightly. 

„ Browne, very slightly (and again severely). 

Assistant Surgeon E. Darby, severel3^ 

13th Regiment, Native Infantry. • 

Wounded, 

Lieutenant Cuhitt, slightly, twice. 

44.th Regiment, Native Infantry. 

Woxmded. 

Lieutenant J. Graj'don, mortally (since dead). 

4STH Regijient, Native Infantry. 

Wounded, 

Lieutenant G. C. Huxham, severeljL ■ 

Ensign Dashwood, severely. 

57th Regiment, Native Infantry. 

Wounded. 

Captain Hughes, dangerously (since dead). 

Civil Service. 

Wounded. 

J. B. Thornhill, Esq., mortallj^ (since dead). 

J. Boulderson, Esq., slightl^L 

(Sd.) T. F. WILSON, Captain, 

Depy, Asst. Adjt.^Genl, 
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jV'. U.— One hospital apprentice o[ Her Majesty's 32nii Regiment mortally wounded, since dead, is not included in the above. 

Lucknow, (Examined.) 

TlwlSth November m7.) (Sd.) T. E. WILSON, Copli.. (Sd.) J. INGLIS, Rjugr., 

Jlepv. J-sst. A<*j!.-Gent. Comdff. Lveknow Garrison. 
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’From Major-General H. Havelock, Commanding Oiidli Field Force, to Qaptdin 
■ Dodqson, Assistant Adjutant-General, — No. 3i-B, dated Lucknotu, 19t% 
November 1857. 

I beg to forward, for submission to Major-General Sir Janies 
Outram, G.. C. B., the accompanying report of Captain Crommelin, 
Field Engineer, with plans, and rejoice in this opportunity of testifying 
to the merits of this oflScer, and his untiring industry when the state 
of his health has permitted his exertions to be fully developed. 

From Captain CnoMMEtiN, Chief Engineer, Otulh Field Force, to Captain Hudson, 
Eeputy Assistant Adjutant- General, Oudh Field Force, — dated Camp Ahm- 
hagh, 23th Novemier 1857. 

In continuation of my letter dated 12th instant, I have the honour 
to report, for the information of the Major-General Commanding the 
Oudh Field Force, upon the “ Final Engineering Offensive Operations " 
at the palace and gardens of the Chutter Munzil. 

The Cavalier Battery, alluded to at the conclusion of ray previous 
report, was completed during the night of the 13th instant, and was 
armed with the heavy guns on the morning of the 14th, viz., the day 
originally appointed for the storming of the Hern Khana, engine- 
house, and king’s stables. 

During the night of the 13th, 29 charges of powder (each 251bs. 
in weight) were laid in chambers that had been previously prepared 
for’ them, under the foundation of the east face of the advanced 
■ garden wall, and immediately in front of the Cavalier Battery. These 
charges were intended for the demolition of that part of the wall that 
screened the engine-house, stables, and the other adjacent buildings 
that were to be breached from the guns of the battery. I would here 
remind you that our attack was postponed from the morning of the 
14th to that of the 16th. The charges of powder were thus exposed 
in common canvas bags, for more than forty-eight hours, to the damag- 
ing influence of a very damp sandy soil ; so that when they were 
exploded, their effect, owing to the deterioration of the powder, was 
only sufficient to shake and split the wall in several places, and to 
form a small breach. The wall, however, was so much injured that 
the Artillery had an easy task in battering down ,as much as was 
necessary. Ihe chaiges, I may mention, were half as large again as 
those recommended by Sir W. Pasley (our best practical authority on 
this as well as on most other points of engineering detail) and were such 
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as had been successfully used by myself at Peshaivar in a precisely 
similar case. 

During the night of the 12th and 13th, the trench {d,d) was 
-widened for the passage of guns ; screens were also constructed in the 
advanced garden ; and other precautionary measures taken to protect 
our force against any musketry fire that might be poured in through 
the breaches in our own wall. 

During the 16th the three mines that had been prepared for the 
formation of breaches in the Hem Khana were loaded and tamped; 
These mines were sprung on the afternoon of the 16th. That at the' 
north-west corner of the building effected the breach by which the right 
and centre columns of attack entered. Lieutenant Hall, in his report, 
eiToneously states that this breach was made by the 18-j)ounder gun 
at the barricade. 

Tlie centre mine failed to explode owing, I imagine, to some wet 
sand having been dislodged from the roof of the mine by the con- 
cussion- of our artillery, and having fallen upon the powder house. , ■ 

The left charge, which was the largest, exploded ; but it proved to' 
be ten feet short of the building, and consequently effected no breach 
or injury. This error in the position of the charge is not to be 
wondered at, when it is considered — 1st, that we would could not, by the 
most careful survey, satisfy ourselves as to the exact position of the 
Hern Khana; and Undly, that we could nob survey the mine itself with 
the prismatic^ compass, as no lights would burn owing to the foulness 
of the air near the end of a gallery that had been carried to the (I 
believe) unprecedented length of 289 feet without the aid of air- pipes. 

On the morning of the 16th every thing Avas ready for the attack 
upon the Hem Khana, engine-house, and stables. Copies of instruc- 
tions, the details of which had been pi-epared by myself, from memo-' 
randa drawn out by Colonel Napier (Chief of the Staff), were handed 
over to each of the five officers commanding 'the storming parties, 
and to the engineer officers accompanying them •; and these instruc- 
tions Avere further explained, by the aid of plans, to several of the com- 
manding officers. 

For an account of the operations of the storming parties I must 
refer to the enclosed reports (in original) of Lieutenants Hutchinson,' 
Kussell, Limond, and Hall, with the remark that the duties of the' 
officers under my command appear to me to have been rapidly and 
efficiently carried out. 
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I must also refer to a separate report by Lieutenant Hulcliinson, 
Directing Engineer, upon tbe engineering operations, from tbe 16th 
November to the hour of evacuation of the Baillie Guard Entrenchment 
and Chutfcer Munzil Palace — confinement to my quarters owing to an^ 
injury of the leg having prevented my superintending them personally. 

It now remains for me to bring to the favourable notice of the 
Major-General Commanding those officers and. men of the Engineer 
Department who have rendered good service ; and in the first place, 
I trust it may not be considered out of order, that I here thankfully 
record my acknowledgment of the assistance that has always been 
afforded me by my experienced brother officer, Colonel Napier, Military 
Secretary and Chief of the Staff to Major-General Sir James Outram, 
G. C. B., who, notwithstanding the pressure of his other important 
duties, was ever ready to aid me with his valuable counsel and advice, 
to meet my constant demands for workmen and materials, and to 
superintend and direct the works during the last month of our oper- 
ations, when I was disabled from personally siiperintending them 
myself. 

Lieutenant G. Hutchinson, of Engineers, deserves very great credit 
for the very able manner in which he discharged the duties of Directing 
Engineer of the works during the last ten days of our operations. His 
■services as one of the engineers of the original garrison will be duly 
reported bj’- the proper authority. 

Lieutenant Russell, of Engineers, has rendered me very efficient 
aid as Brigade-Major of Engineers; his constant and unwearying exer- 
tions, both by night and by day, merit my best thanks and the highest 
praise. ° 


Lieutenant Limond, tbe only otlier engineer officer under my com- 
mand, hat also prored himself a very able and energetic officer and has 
lecdered very excellent service. To him. and to Lieutenant Rnssoll 
was enttusted the genera! supervision of all the worlis from the time 
ttat I was disabled until the appointment of Lieutenant Hutchinson as 
Du-ecting Engmeer-a period of about three weeks. 

The officers and . volunteers that have acted in the canneitv ot 
Assistant Field Engineers have, without exception, given me their bes 

-th justice couspicnou ^ - 

Sr 1st In Tw Infantry ; listen J . 

of Mr fav rusiliers; Ml'. Goldsworthy, Volunteer Cavalry ; and ■ 

of Ml. Cavanagh, Superintendent of the Chief Commissioner’s ole. 
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Sergeants Duffy and Connell, Assistant Overseers in the Depart- 
ment of Public "VVorlis, have- proved most useful, and their duties 
in supervising workmen and collecting materials, &c., &c., have been 
most cheerfully and efficiently performed. 

I cannot close this report, without noticing, in the most favourable 
manner, ' the important services performed by the undermentioned 
soldiers as superintendents of miners 

Acting Sergeant Cullimore, 

„ „ Banetta, 

_ Farrer, 

Corporal Dowling. 

Corporal Hosey, Madras Fusiliers, 

Private Baylan, Her Majesty’s 5th Fusiliers, 

Their duties have been of a very dangerous and arduous character, 
and have invariably been performed to my complete satisfaction. 

From Lieutenant G. Hutchinson, Engineers, Director of Word's, to Captain 
CnoMMEiiiN, Engineers, Chief Engineer — dated Luchnow, 21st November 1857. 

* I have the honour to forward Lieutenant Limond’s statement regard- 
ing the sortie party he led^ ; also that of Lieutenant Hall. 

With reference to my own party, I have to state that starting 
from the Garden Picquet-house Captain Shute and myself led the party 
to foot of stockade which we scaled, and that then I turned off at once 
for the house called Captain Orr’s, and in unison with Lieutenant Hall' 
and Lieutenant Hay, who accompanied me, commenced carrying out our 
instructions. Up to this time not a man had been lost. Captain 
Shute led his men on beyond the Hern Khana, and took a garden and 
a gun. 

.Our mines exploded short ; but the mine from the Garden Picquet 
decidedly shook and damaged the wall. 

Communication with the garden was completed during the night, 
and all barricades, loopholes, &c. 

From Lieutenant liL. "Kxvl, Assistant Field Engineer, to Captain Hutchinson, 

' Directing Engineer, — dated Hern Khana, 21st November 1857. 

I have the honour to report,, for the information of Captain Crom- 
melin. Field Engineer, that in accordance with his instructions, I accom- 
panied the right column of attack on the Hern Khana, under Captain 
Willis, Sitth Regiment, on the 16th instant,- 
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Immediately- after the explosion of the barricade"mine, we sallied 
out and made for the pavt of the building 'where it was intended the 
right breach should have been made. On arriving at the wall of the 
Hern Khana, we found the crater of the mine, which was about ten 
feet short of the wall which remained uninjured. "We therefore 
turned to the left and entered the Hern Khana by the left breach, 
which had been made by the 18-pounder gun at the barricade at end of 
lane. 

On getting into the Hern Khana we turned to our right, passed 
across the open square, and immediately commenced loopholing the 
wall which commands the street dividing our position from the Kaiser 
Bagh. On your arrival I reported myself to you. 


From Lieutenant D. Limond, Engineers, to Captain Geommelin, Chief Evgineei', 
Ottdh Field Force, — dated Luchnoio, 21st Fovemher 18o7, 

According to orders, Lieutenant Chalmers, Assistant Field 'Engineer, 
and myself accompanied the detachment of the 90 bh Kegiment, Light 
Infantry, on the attack upon the engine-house. Keeping to the left on 
passing that building we found the rebels evacuating the same, and fol- 
lowed them up to the most advanced building, the “ Overseer’s' House, ” 
which I at once directed to be barricaded. The enemy opened on it 
with guns from the Kaiser Bagh, and the house wafe then abandoned 
and burnt by Colonel Purnell’s orders. The east wall of theBarahduree 
enclosure was at once loopholed, and the windows to the south blocked 
up with sand-bags. During the night a battery for three light guns 
W'as constructed at the southern extremity of the lane, between the 
king’s stables and Barahduree enclosure. The doors and windows of 
the engine-house facing the river were also barricaded. During the 
night a trench-covered communication was opened to the advanced 
garden, none being necessary between the engine-house and king’s 
stables. 


From Lieutenant J. PusseIiL, Erigade-Major of Engineers, to Ceomsieiiit, 

Chief Engineer. 

I have the honour to report that according to order Captain Oakes, 
Assistant Field Engineer, and m 3 ’self accomj)anied the detachment 
under command of Captain Lockhart, Her Majesty’s TSbh, on the 16th 
instant in the attack upon the “king’s stables.” ' 
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The detachment was drawn up in line in the3’ont’'trenp.h^ of the 
advanced garden, and on the order for the ^,a^[^n^eJ^eing--/gijm^*^ive 
crossed the parapet of the trench, and thabre^nh iS'fi)sUK-/frQnt>.ahd*v 
doubled across the open to the “ king's stables;" bn ^egchipg, which somp/ %, 
confusion occurred, for the lower part of the ^reackthat iad tfeii' inade b' 
by our guns was some four feet from the grouiidj a:^' :nQt_^^kig^r[y'^ 
eas)”^ mode of ingress. Captain Lockhart led the way into tlieQeiielosurb ' ^ 
of the steam engine-house on the left, and was followed by many of his 
men. 


On his mistake being pointed out, however, he returned, and in 
company we entered the courtyard of the stables, which we found 
deserted. The men of the detachment followed us as quickly as they 
could. 

Our orders were to man the walls of the stables on the side of the 
enemy ; but the latter were i-etreating fast, pressed by our troops 
from the Hern Khana, on seeing which many of the detachment to 
which I was attached rushed across the road without orders and joined 
in the pursuit. 

At Captain Lockhart’s request I went to recall these men, and on 
my return I found that he had occupied the Barahduree and other 
buildings in rear of the king’s stables. Measures were immediately 
adopted for securing our position ; but in a short time the portion of 
Captain Lockhart’s detachment was withdrawn, and the post left to the 
charge of a detachment of Her Majesty’s 90th, under Colonel Purnell. 

During the night of the 16th, Lieutenant Limond, of Engineers, 
and myself constructed a battery for three guns, which opened fire to- 
wards the Kaiser Bagh on the morning of the 17th. 


From Colonel H, MilUary Secretary, to Major-General Sir James 

OuTKAM, G. c. B., Commanding the Forces, — dated Lucknow, Slli October ISoT. 

On the 1st instant I received your orders to take the enemy’s bat- 
tery in the position called Phillips Garden, near the Cawnpore road. 
For this object you placed at my disposal the following troops; — 

Detachments of Her Majest 3 »-’s 5th Fusiliers ; 32nd, 64th, 78th and 
90tb Regiments, and the Hon’ble East India Company’s 1st Madras' 
Fusiliers, under Major Haliburton, Her Majesty's 78th; Captain Shute, 
Her Majesty’s 64th; and Captain Raikes, Madras Fusiliers, amounting 
to 568 men; Lieutenant. Limond, Engineers, and Lieutenant Tulloli, 
Acting Assistant Field Engi""''” tUo a party 

■ 34 
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of five miners of Her Majesty’s 32nd, and a party of artillery, under 
Sergeant Smith, "with means of bursting guns. • ' , 

In the afternoon of the 1st the column formed in the road leading 
to the Paen Bagh, and advanced tkrough the buildings near the jail, 
occupied the mass of houses on the left and front, of Phillij)s’ Garden, 
under guidance of Mr. Phillips, the former occupant, and the enemy 
■were driven from some houses and a barricade on the left of our.ad* 
vance by 50 men of the Madras Fusiliers, led by Lieutenant Groom,, 
under a sharp fire of musketry in a very spirited manner. 

The houses in front -were strongly barricaded, and in many cases 
the doors were bricked up; it was, therefore, late before we had worked 
a way to a point from whence %ve could command the enemy’s position. 
A party of the enemy was driven out, and a row of loopholes was 
commenced immediate!}'', and the ground examined right and left. 
Attempts to penetrate the garden to the left were ineffectual; to the 
right an opening was obtained, which disclosed that the enemy’s bat- 
teries were separated from us by a deep narrow lane, some 12 or 15 feet 
below the garden ; the latter was surrounded by a deep mud wall, with 
buildings attached. The face of the battery was scarped and quit? 
inaccesssible without ladders. A heavy fire was kept up from the face 
of the battery, and the lane was flanked by a strong barricade. As it 
•v'as dark, and a direct attack ■would be certain to cost many lives, 
I determined to wait till daylight before assaulting the battery. The 
position was duly secured, aud the men occupied the buildings for the 
night. 

In the morning, after giving the men breakfast, aud arranging -with 
the artillery to open fire from the entrenchment, the troops advanced. 
A severe fire was opened from the bariicade, flanking the lane on the 
right; but Major Haliburton detached Lieutenant Creagh, Madras Fusir 
liers, with a party to turn the barricade by the Cawnpore road, Avhich 
was effectually done. The troops then doubled out through the lane, 
and forced a way through a stockade into the enemy’s batteries; the 6th 
Fusiliers and Detachment 64th. in advance, under Lieutenant Brown, 
supported by the Madras Fusiliers and Her Majesty’s 23rd. The enemy 
Avas immediately driven from the battery, and Phillips’ house occupied 
without further opposition. A picqnet being left in possession, the troops 
advanced on the guns which had been withdra-wn to the end of the 
garden and to the streets adjoining, and captured tAVO 9-pounders 
and one 6-pounder gun, driving off the enemy aa’-Iio defended them 
Avith musketry and grape. The guns Avcre immediately dragged to the 
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garden and burst, tbeir carriages completel}'^ destroyed, and their am- ' 
munition sent to the entrenchment. Phillips’ house was blown up 
by a party under Lieutenant Innes, Engineers, and at dark the troops 
withdrew to their position of the previous night. 

In all the arrangements I was most fortunate in having the aid 
of that very able and brave officer. Major Halibnrton, Her Majesty’s 
78 th Highlanders, who deserv'es particular notice. 

I beg to recommend' to 3 'our favourable notice Captain Shute, Her* 
Majestj’^’s 64th, and Lieutenant Brown, 5th Fusiliers, who led the party " 
into the Battery, and were foremost in capturing the two 9-j)ounders. 

I also beg to recommend to your notice Private McHale, Her Majest 3 '’s’ 
5th Fusiliers, who was the first man at the capture of one of the guns. 

Lieutenant Limond, of the Engineer’s, rvas very active in the ‘ 
duties of the Engineer Department, and in reconnnoitring the enemy’s ' 
position. Captairr Dawson and Lieutenant Hewett attended me zealous- 
I 3 ' as field orderly officers throughout the operations; and Mr. Cavanagh,* 
Superintendent, Chief Commissioner’s office, accomi^anied the part 3 '^ as 
a guide, and rvas alwa 3 ’’S to be found at the front. 

The guns were destro 3 'ed b 3 ’- Sergeant Smith with the party of 
artillery. 

The position of this battery was so inaccessible, and the locality 
so little known, that the enterprise of taking it was considered by the 
experienced Chief Engineer of the garrison as one of very serious 
difficult}’’. Owdng to our laborious investigation of its position which 
enabled us to obtain command of it from the adjacent mass of build- 
ings, I was able to take it at the comparatively small loss of two killed 
and eleven ■u’’ounded. 

I have onl}^ to add, that although I have mentioned the names 
of those officers who had the good fortune to be at the points of attack, 
yet the conduct of the whole of the officers and men was in every way 
deserving 'of your commendation; they wmre most eager to assault' the 
battery on the night of the 1 st, but I restrained them, as I was con- 
vinced that I could effect the desired end without the serious loss that 
would have then been incurred. 

Their attack when made was carried out with their unfailing 
gallantly. 

It is impossible to estimate the loss of the enemy. 


* Kavanngh, 
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From Colonel E, Napieii, Military Secretary, to Major-General Sir Jasiks 

OuTKAM, Commanding the Forces, — dated Luclmow, 16th October 

1857. 

On the 25th ultimo Colonel Campbell reported to 3 mu that he, 
mth a small party of the 90th, not exceeding- 100 men and almost all 
the wotinded, the heavy guns, and a large number of ammunition 
wagons, -were in the walled passage in front of the Motee Munzil 
Palace, which position he should be obliged to hold for the night, as 
he was invested by the enemy, and could not advance without reinforce- 
ments. 

On the morning of the 26th, a detachment of 250 men, under 
command of Major Simmons, 6th Fusiliers, and part of the Ferozepore 
Eegiment, under Captain Brasyer, were sent by your orders to reinforce 
Colonel Campbell, under the guidance of Captain Moorsom. 

They had judiciously occupied a house and garden between -Colonel 
Campbell’s position and the Palace; but as they were unable to move 
from their position, I received jmur orders to proceed to their assistance 
with a further reinforcement of 100 men of Her Majesty’s 78th High- 
landers, under Colonel Stisted, and two guns of Captain Olpherts’ bat- 
tery and Captain Hardinge’s sowars. 

Captain Olpherts strongly objected to his guns being, taken, and 
on considering the reason that he offered I took it upon myself to 
dispense with them, merely taking spare bullocks. Captain Olpherts 
accompanied me as a volunteer’. As I had reason to believe that 
I could open a communication through the Palace, which would bring 
me near the position of the guns, I took Mr. Cavanagh,* an intelligent 
civilian acquainted with the locality, and examined the Palace as far as 
was practicable, and obtained sufficient knowledge of it to form my 
plan of operations. 

I then led the party by one of the side outlets of the Palace alono- 
the river bank to Major Simmons’ position, under a smart fire from the 
enemy, by which, however, we received little damage. 

Under cover of the night, all the sick and wounded were quietly 
and safely transported along the river bank to the entrenchment, by a 
path practicable for camels and doolies but quite impracticable for guns. 
Captain Hardinge made several journeys to bring up fresh doolies, 
until every sick and wounded man was removed. He also took away 
the camels laden with Enfield ammunition. One of our 24-pounders, 


* Kavanagh, 
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which had been used on the previous day against the enemy 
hut the working of which had ceased owing to the musketry fire 
which poured upon it, was left in an exposed position ; it was extri- , 
cated in a very daring and dexterous manner by Captain Olpherts, 
aided by Captain Crump (killed,) and Private Duffy, of the Madras 
Fusiliers. • 

At 3 A.M. the whole force proceeded undiscovered through the 
enemy’s posts, until the leading division had reached the Palace ; the 
heavy guns and wagons were safely parked in the garden which I had 
reconnoitred on the preceding dajL The enemy were aroused too late 
to prevent the operation, but made an attack on the rear-guard which 
was ineffective. 

I remained with Colonel Purnell to secure the position thus gained 
with trifling loss. A large body of sepoys was discovered in a walled 
garden connected with that which contained our heavy guns by men 
of Her Majesty’s 90th, 5th Fusiliers, and 32nd, who gallantly charged ' 
in, led by Colonel Purnell, 90th, and Captain McCabe, 32nd, and almost 
annihilated them, securing the garden itself as the rear of our position. 
Measures were immediately taken to open a road for the guns through 
the Palace, and by the 1st instant every gun and wagon was safely 
lodged in the entrenchment. 

It now remains for mo to bring to your favourable notice the officers 
commanding corps and detachments — Colonel Stisted, 78th ; Captain 
Brasyer, Sikhs; Captain Lowe, 32ad. The late lamented Major Sim- 
mons gave me very valuable aid. 

To Colonel Purnell’s lot fell the more difficult duty of command- 
ing the rear-guard and of securing the position when gained. 
In the whole of the operations his assistance and support were of 
the greatest value. 

Lieutenant Fraser, of the Artillery, was left on the 26th by 
the fall of ' Brigadier Cooper in charge of the heavy guns, and 
though wounded his exertions assisted greatly in extricating the 
unwieldy train. I must beg most particularly to bring to your notice 
Captain Olpherts, of the Bengal Artillery. Without his unfailing deter- 
mination, skill, and fertility of resource, we should never have been 
able to withdraw the 24j-pounder, but at the cost of a very heavy loss 
of life. From first to last his assistance has been invaluable, and can- 
not be too highly praised. 

To Captain Hardinge’s continued exertions is due the safe removal 
of the wounded and camels mth rifle ammunition, 
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- ]\ry Assistant Adjutant-General, Captain Dodgson, gave me every 
assistance. Captain Moorsom was here, as everywhere, a sagacious ■ 
and daring guide. Captain Sitwell attended me zealously through the 
night. 

Captain Olpherts recommends Private Duffy for the Yictoria Cross 
for his gallantry in extricating the 21<-pounder giin under a very' heavy 
fire of musketry, and I beg strongly to second his recommendation. 

I have deepfy to lament the loss of the gallant Captain Crump, 
Madras Army, hilled whilst extricating the 24f-pounder. 

The loss was as follows ; — 
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(SJ.) R. NAPIER, . 

Military Secretary. 


Ji^OMINAL ROLL of hilled and wounded in ilie attach and capture 
of "Phillip Garden Battery f under Colonel R. Rapier, on the 
1st and 2nd October 1857. 


No. 

Rank. 

Names. 

Corps. 

Remarks. 

1 

Private 


.T. Whelan 



5tli Fusiliers ... 

T^^ounded, 

2 

Ho. 


C. Scollan 

... 


Ditto 


8 

Do. 


Jl. Sheady 


... 

Ditto ... ... 

Ditto.' 

4 

Do. 


W. Deacon 

i I. 
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fi 
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H. Ulurray 


... 
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f. 
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... 

J. Foster 


... 

32nd Regiment 

Ditto. 

7 
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... 

•T. Healy 

»»* 
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61th Ditto ... 

Killed. 

8 
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... 

J. JIulcaliy 
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9 
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... 

J. Praser 


... 

78fch Hiahlanders 
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10 
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... 
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... 
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W . Rankin 



Ditto ... 
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... 
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Ditto. 

18 
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• *. 

J. McKay 

... 


OOth Ditto ... , ... 

Ditto. 


Lucknow. ) ^ . (Sd.) R, NAPIER, Colonel, 

r 1 Corporal, killed. 

!3th October 1SS7, J 1 Private do. Milit am Secretary r 

11 Privates wounded. 
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From Major-General H. Hiteloce, Commanding OudJi Field Force, to Cajiiain 
PoDQSOisr, Acting Military Secretary, — dated Luclcnoto, 31st November 1S5T, 

I have much pleasure in forwarding, for submission to Major-General . 
-Sir James Outram, G. c. B., the accompan)’ing report from Golonel R. 
Napier, Chief of the Staff, detailing the late operations at the advanced 
posts in the Palace of Fureed Buksh. 


From Colonel H. Napiee, Military Secretary, to Captain Hudsoit, Deputy Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General, Oudli. Field Force,— dated Luchnow, 20th November 
1857. 

The Chief Engineer of the Oudh Field Force being wounded at the 
time of our arrival at Lucknow, and further prevented, until the -8th 
ultimo, from personall}' attending to his duties, by an accidental lame- 
ness produced by his arduous exertions in constructing the bridge at 
Cawnpore for the passage of the force across the Ganges, there devol- 
ved upon me many duties not pertaining to my office, which it is 
proper. that I should report through you, as I believe no officer except 
myself is acquainted with all that has taken place, and the course of 
those duties gave me an opportunity of noticing the valuable services 
of officers which could not otherwise be brought to Major-General 
Havelock’s knowledge. 

On the morning of the 27th ultimo the escort with the heavy 
train occupied the range of palaces called the ChutLer Munzil and 
Fureed Buksh, . • - 

Major-General Havelock is aware that these palaces afford the 
only shelter that our troops could have occupied, and that as mere 
shelter they give excellent accommodation ; as a military position they 
have very great disadvantages. The northern face is well protected 
by the River Goomty ; but the east and south-east faces are surround- 
ed by buildings and in contact with the city. 

Captain Crommelin’s plan, which he will submit with his report 
of the engineer operations, illustrates the preceding remarks. 

The position was too extensive for our Force, nearly all of which 
was occupied in guarding it ; but it was susceptible of no reduction, so 
that most .desirable as it was that we should'have occupied some of the 
exterior buildings as flanking defences, we were unable to do so, but 
were obliged to confine ourselves to the palaces and gardens and to 
erect precautionary defences against any means of annoyance the 



272 


THE INDIAN MUTINY 


enemy could devise. Lieutenant-Colonel Puraell, of Her Majesty’s 90th, 
being in command of the rear-guard on the 27 th, I requested him to 
assume command of the Palace Garden and buildings adjacent to it. On 
the 2Stli the Palace buildings extending in the direction of the Khas 
Bazaar were explored by Captain Moorsom, who, with a j)arty of 50 men 
of the 90th and 5th Fusiliers, gallantly drove the enemy out at the 
point of the bayonet, killing a considerable number with the loss of 
one man of Her Majesty’s 90th. Captain Moorsom then placed a picquet 
in a house commanding the Cheena and Khas Bazaars. On the 3rd in- 
stant the enemy sprang a mine under the Garden wall, which merely 
shook it without bringing it down. On the 5tb they exploded a second 
mine which effected a considerable breach, and appeared in some force 
with the intention of making an assault; but on the bead of the column 
showing itself on the breach, a well-directed fire from Her Majesty’s 90th 
caused it to retreat precipitately and with considerable loss. The 
enemy also burned down one of the gateways of the garden, making 
a second practicable breach, at which they occasionally appeared to 
fire a shot or two, Lieutenant-Colonel Purnell had retrenched both 
these breaches, which it became evident that the enemy had no real 
intention of assaulting ; but they exposed the garden to a severe 
musketry fire from commanding buildings on the right, called the Hern 
Hhana ; it, therefore, became necessary to open trenches of com- 
munication, which were commenced by Lieutenant-Colonel Purnell and 
his officers. On the 6th the enemy blew up the picquet overlooking 
the Cheena and Khas Bazaars, causing us a loss of three men, and in 
the confusion that ensued, penetrated in considerable numbers into the 
Palace where many of them were destroyed. They are said to have 
lost 450 men. The remainder were driven back, but continued to 
occupy" a part of the Palace buildings which had been in our possession. 
Of these the nearest to us is a mosque commanded by our buildings, but 
giving several easy means of access to our position. On the 8th the 
enemy attacked from the mosque our nearest picquets ; but were 
repulsed with loss. In order to prevent a repetition .of this annoyance, 
I examined carefully", in company" with' Lieutenant- Colonel Purnell and 
Captain Moorsom, the buildings connecting us with those of the enemy, 
and we succeeded in penetrating to a vault under their position, where, 
screened by the obscurity, we could see the enemy closely surrounding 
the entrance, and hear them in considerable numbers overhead, A 



LETTER FROJI COLONEL NAPIER 


273 


charge of two barrels of powder was lodged in the vault, and was fired by 
Lieutenant Russell, of the Bengal Engineers. The effect ■was complete; 
many of the enemy were blown up and their position greatly injured, 
whilst we obtained a command over the streets leading to the Khas and 
Cheena Bazaars, better and more secure from molestation than our previ- 
ous one. This post was immediately and securely barricaded by Captain 
Orommelin, of the Engineers, who this day resumed his duties as Chief 
Engineer, and the value of his services was immediately apparent. 
Though our position was improved by this explosion, the possession of 
the mosque was absolutely necessaiy to our security. I accordingly 
determined to re-capture it and on expressing my wishes to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Purnell, that officer himself accompanied me with a small party 
of the 90th and Madras Fusiliers. The enemy, 50 or 60 in number, 
hvere surprised and rapidly driven out with very trifling loss on our side, 
and the position immediately barricaded and secured by Captain Crom- 
melin ; it has ever since formed a good connection between the picquets 
of the adv^anced garden and the quarters of Brasyer’s Sikhs, and all at- 
tempts of the enemy to molest it have been ineffective. It falls within 
Captain Crommelin’s province to report in detail the various operations 
by Avhich our difficult position, in close contact with the cit}', occupied, 
by a numerous and persevering enemy, has been defended and protected. 

I, beg to bring to the notice of Major-General Havelock the excel- 
lent services performed by Lieuteuant-Colonel Purnell, -who has com- 
manded in the advance garden and its outj)osts since their occupation. 
M\ich of the trench work by which it was rendered unassailable 
has been executed by his men and under his superintendence, 
directed by the Engineer Department. On all occasions he has given 
the cordial and able co-operation of a most brave and accomplished 
officer. Captain Grant, of tho Madras Fusiliers, has commanded the 
post. of the mosque-, from the 11th October to the 2ud November, when 
he was severely wounded. He maintained the post under a constant 
and close musketry • fire, and repeated attacks by mining, Avith cool 
courage and judgment ; both these qualities were required to avoid 
real and to disregard the imaginary dangers of mines, and Captain 
Grant has displayed them in an eminent degree. 

The daring and intelligent Captain Moorsom has been engaged 
in most of the above operations, and has given very valuable assistance. 

Captains Rattray and Wade have shoAvn themtcl.'es excellent com- 
manders of outposts. 
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From Brigade}' J. Inghs, Commandvig the G-arrison, to CoIotjbI Napiei!, MUUary 
Secretary, — No. 116, dated Fucloiow, 22nd October 1S57. 

For the information of Major-General Sir J. 'Outram, G c.B., 
Commanding the Division, I have the honour to enclose Wo reports 
from ofBcers commanding sortie-parties, giving an account of their 
proceedings whilst so emploj^ed. 

Both these oflScers carried out m)’ orders in a most satisfactory 
manner and were most successful in the performance of the ' dutie? 
entrusted to them. 


From Lieutenant B. M. M. Aiteek, Commanding Treasury Guard, to Captain 
Wilson, Jdepnty Assistant Adjutant-General, Ltichnop, — dated Luchioio, 
21st October 1857. 

I have the honour to state, for the information of Brigadier Inglis, 
Commanding the Garrison, the proceedings of a party of the regiment 
under my command on the night of the 25th and morning of the 
26th September, which ended in the capture of the Tehrce Kotee. 

On the evening of the 25th after tjie first column of the 
Believing Force arrived, I heard the shouts of the second column in 
the city in the direction of the jail, and thinking they might get 
entangled in the lanes and might suffpr from the guns under the Clock 
Tower, I took twelve armed sepoys of the regiment, with' pick -axes and 
shovels, for the pui'pose of clearing awaj', if possible, the batteiyJ 
under the Clock Tower. We got over without opposition, as the heacl 
of tho second relieving column was by this time in the lane and 
close up to the gums. As I thought this a good opportunity to occupy 
at least a portion of the Tehree Kotco, I took upon myself the respoyl- 
sibility to take the sepoys through a door made in the wall by the insur- 
gents. We advanced some distance quietl}' without meeting any one. At 
last in a court-yard wo came upon a small body, eight in number, and 
took them prisoners, without firing a shot. I left the sepoys in charge 
of a Eavildar in this court-yard for the night, and reported the cir- 
cumstance for the information of Brigadier Inglis, who ordered me to 
occupy the Tehree Kotee with a stronger body in the morning. 

Early next morning, we advanced to the bank of the river, and 
shot a few' of the insurgents who attempted to swim the river. At 
this time I observed a body of men on the top of a building with a gate waj', 
Wo attempted to get in by breaking in the principal gate, which was 
barricaded : but found this impossible. Havildar Bamn.irain Pando, 
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however, succeeded in breaking down one of the small doors at the 
side of the gate, and was the first man who made an entrance. We 
killed some five or six men in the gateway, the others having got into 
the rooms above, and on the terraces which run towards, the Fureed. 
Buksh., A party of the 32nd came up at this time under a Sergeant, 
and some 25 men altogether were shot and bayoneted. We had two 
sepoys wounded, and one man of the 32nd was killed. I ought to 
mention that Captain Lowe, of Her Majesty’s 32nd, arrived with some 
men after we had got into the rooms, behaving been employed in driving 
the insurgents out of the Captain’s Bazaai\ All the sepoys behaved well, 
and I beg to bring to the notice of the Brigadier the gallant conduct 
of Lieutenant Cubitt, who was most forward throughout the affair, 

Unfortunatel}’’ three of our sepoys were wounded by the Europeans 
of the second relieving column on the night of the 25th after we got 
over the battery under the Clock Tower, they having been mistaken 
for insurgents. 


From Captain E. W. D. Lowe, Commanding JT. M’s 32nd Regiment, to Brigadier 
J. Inglis, Commanding Lnc'k7ioio Gai'rison, — dated City Residency, Lucknow, 
Zfih September 1857. 

I have the honour to acquaint you that, agreeably to your instruc- 
tions, I proceeded yesterday morning in command of 150 men of the 
32nd Regiment for the purpose of clearing the Captain’s Bazaar and 
adjoining posts occupied by the enemy. 

The party was in three divisions — the first, under Captain 
Bassano, on the right ; the second, in reserve, under Captain Hughes, 
57th Native Infantiy, (attached to the regiment) ; and the third', under 
Lieutenant Lawrence. The first and second advanced undercover of the 
thick bushes between our trenches and the road, whilst the third, passing 
through Innes’ Outpost, came out on the road through the houses in 
front, taking two small guns as they entered it, and which they dis- 
mounted from their carriages. The enemy were taken quite by 
surprise, and fled precipitately to the river, leaving a 6-pounder gun 
in the road. They were pursued by our men, and were nearly all shot 
or drowned in endeavouring to swim the river. Lieutenant Lawrence 
then led his party towards the iron bridge, and most gallantly succeeded 
in capturing a 9-pounder gun, just as a second round of grape was about 
to be fired at them. This gun having been brought away they returned 
and we took possession of the ruined mosque, and clearing the Captain’s 
Bazaai’, killed some of the enemy there, and captured an 18-pounder 
gun and four small guns (two of them without carriages). 
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I then proceeded to the Tehree Kotee \Yith part of the men ; but 
found it unoccupied. A gate by the river leading into the.Furah*- 
Buksh Palace was then forced, and several of the enemy inside killed. 
■\Vc were here met bj' a party of the 13th Native Infantry’, under' 
Lieutenant Aitken, who had come in by another entrance. Having 
your orders not to proceed further in this direction I withdrew the 
men. 

Captain Hughes had in the meantime led a party again towards 
tlie Iron Bridge, and killing a gi-eat number of the enem}’' in the 
houses about spiked two large mortars which however he was unable to 
bring awaj*. He was I regret to sa}' dangerously wounded whilst forcing 
the door of a house. As the party retired they blew np a large inaga- 
zinc of the enemy’s powder. 

The objects contemplated having been obtained not without loss, 
as the adjoining return will show, I withdrew the party to the Residency 
leaving guards at the mined mosque and Tehree Kotee^ 

In conclusion, I beg to bring prominently to 3 ’our notice the great 
ze.al and gallantry displayed by all engaged — both officers and men 
.•JO equall}'' that it would be invidious to particularise an}' one ; but 
Lieutenant Lawrence has however begged me to report the distinguish- 
ed bravoiy of Corporal Samuel Cole and Private Michael Power in 
charging and capturing the 9-pounder gun. 

Lioutonanb Innes of the Engineers accompanied the party through- 
out and afforded me ever^- assistance. 


lidurn oj hilled and xvounded of a 'parly of Her Majesty's G2nd 
Jlcfjimcnt under command of Cajdain E. W. D. Lowe, on Ihe 
nwrn lny of ihe QGlh September 1857. 
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Ifrr Mnj<'s(y 'r 32nd Re- 
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n 

r 
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3 

9 

rCiipfain Tlnplies, I7th KnMre In- 
; fiintry, doing duty, Rcvendy 
J ivomKicd. 

j I Vo!niilcer(irr. Sinclair) BOTcrely 
1, nouudetl. 


— 

— 
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— 
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1 

... 

... 

s 

9 

ir Grtind Total. 


(Sd.) E. W. I). IXrWE, Capt., 

Cotntla. IT, Ttcntmfnt^ 
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Return of Gasualties. ' 


KILIiED. 

Wound 331>. 

Remarks. 

Officers., 

Privates. 

Total. 

1 

Oflicers. 

Privates. 

Volunteers, 

Total. 

'3 

0 

S 

1 

; o 


2 

2 

1 

Captain Hughes, 57th 
Native Infantry 

(doing duty). 

8 

1 

1* 

10 i 

j 

, 12 

• Mr. Sinclair, (Merchant). 


Iteturn of Cfuiis brought in. 

One-l 8-pounder gun. 

One 9-pounder „ 

One 6-ponnder „ 

Two small guns with carriages. 

Two do. do. without carriages. 

(Sa.) E. -Vlf. D. LOME, Capi., 
Comdg. JS. M.'s 32nd Jlegt. 
(Sd.) J. INGLIS, Brigr., 
Comdg. LucTcnow Qarrison, 


No. 147. 

Directing a report to be made of a sor- 
tie by the troops under command of Major 
Stephens m, Madras Fusiliers, on the 27th 
September 1857. 


3?rom Captain Si. Galwht, Commanding 1st Madras Fusiiiers, to the Deputy 
Assistant Adjutant-General, — dated Lucknow, November 1857, 

In reply to your letter dated 4tli November 1857, number and 

subject as per margin, I have the 
honour to state as follows. 

About 2 P.M. on the 27th Sep- 
tember 1857 the Madras Fusiliers 
were ordered to parade for a sortie under command of Major Stephenson 
commanding the same regiment for the purpose of taking some guns 
in the enemy’s Oamipore Battery. ^ 

The I'egiment was told off in three divisions, the strength of it not 
admitting of a larger number. Captain Fraser had command of No. 1, 
Captain Galwey of No, 2, and Captain Raikes of No. 3 division ; Lieute- 
nant and Adjutant Gosling, Lieutenants Beaumont and Cleland, and 
Lieutenant the Hon’ble J. Fraser, Ist Bengal Native Infantry, d. d. with 
the Fusiliers fell in with the regiment. A few men of Her Majesty’s 
32ud Regiment under Lieutenant Warner, 7 th Bengal Cavalry, Captain 
Kemble, 41st Bengal Native Infantry ; Lieutenant Huxham, 48th Bengal 
Native Infantry ; Lieutenant Anderson, Bengal Engineers ; and Lieute- 
nant Mecham, 27th Madras Native Infantry, accompanied the party. 
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The party proceeded in strict silence out of the Bailey Gate'*' to the 
garden opposite, and passed through a door to the right, about half-way 
down to the garden, which led through bj'e-paths till it reached the 
road, at which place there was a considerable street fire from loopholes 
and from the top of houses, and from the guns of the enemy in position. 
A charge was made at the nearest gun, through long grass ruins, small 
breaches in w'alls, and a broad ditch. Our men entered by the embra- 
sure, and the enemy immediatelj* abandoned this gun. A considerable 
delay occuiTed in making preparations for bursting this gun, which, how- 
ever, ultimately proved a failure, as some person had spiked it previous- 
ly and in the hurry of the moment. During this time a party of No. 1 
Division, under Captain Fraser, pi'oceeded to reconnoitre a little further, 
when they came on another batteiy of the enem)', consisting of -a 
24;-pounder and an 18-poundor gun. These were abandoned ; but 
the enemy being all round, and keeping such a fire on his part}'. 
Captain Fraser sent back to Major Stephenson . to say ho required a 
reinforcement. On this Captain Galwey, of No, 2 Division, proceeded 
with a few men. On reaching the spot, he found that from the number of 
the enemy (which he calculated from their heavy fire) the position 
could not be held without a further reinforcement. The battery w'as 
surrounded with high walls, and apparently with no outlets. Captain 
Galwey returned, and reported tliis to Major Stephenson. It was now 
discovered that there were with us no means by which we could destroy 
or dismantle the guns, so Major Stephenson directed the advanced 
party to fall back on him, which, liowcver, they did not then do. Caiitain 
Fraser spoke in the highest terms of the gallantry of Sergeant Lidstor, 
Madras Fusiliei-s, who spiked the 24.-pounder and of Corporal William 
Dowling, Her Majesty’s 32ud Regiment, w'ho spiked the 18-pounder 
gun, being at the same time under a most heavy fire from the enemy. 

Finding it impossible to burst the first gun, Major Stephenson 
left a party to protect that gun under a subaltern, and proceeded wdth 
Captain Raikes’ division. No. which he had kept with him to the ad- 
vanced battery, which, as before stated, was surrounded with high w*alls. 
At this time Sergeant Lidster, previously mentioned as having spiked a 
gun under heavy fire, was killed. Major Stephenson called on some of 
the volunteers or guide.s to point out the ivay to the next batter}' ; but 
no one knew the way, or seemed at all awaro of our localit}', and at this 


* Eaillic Guard gate. 
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time firing being beard in onr rear, Major Stephenson was compelled to 
retire by the way we came, it being quite impossible to go forward with- 
out guides. The three guns were left spiked, owing to want of means 
to destroy them. On the return of the party, it was exposed to a very 
destructive fire from the enemy, from the tops of houses and loopholes ; 
and fiom want of means it was most difficult to take away our killed 
and wounded. One sergeant, severely wounded and since dead, must 
have been left on the ground, had not a private of the 32nd Kegiment 
in the most gallant manner, with the assisstance of Captain Galwey, 
taken him up and carried him to a place of safetj’’. Lieutenant Huxham, 
48th Bengal Native Infantry, was wounded. 

I enclose a return of the killed and wounded of the 1st Madras 
Fusiliers on this occasion. 


J^oniinal Roll of killed and wounded of the 1st Madras Rxijsiliers 
during the attack on the enemy’s batteries on the 27th Septem- 
■ her 1857. 


Km,E0. 


Company. 

Kanh and names. 

Kemarlts. 

MMIIHli 

SerReant Thomas Lidster. 


2nd_ 

Corporal Sliehael Shannahan. 


nth 

,, John Barrett. 



private William Gibbons. 



Wounded. 


Company. 

Bank and names. 

Eemarks. 

10th 

Sergeant Edward Edwards ... 

Severely. Died 6th October 1857. 

2nd 

Corporal Frederick Flegg 

Ditto. 

Ist 

„ John Traj-nor 

Slightly. 

5th 

Private Charles Brown 

Severely. 


„ Thomas Quinlan ... 

Slightly, 

Sth- 

,, Timothy McCarthy ... 

Severely. 

2nd 

„ Joseph Hayes 

Severely. Died 29th September 3867. 


Lucknow, •) (Sd.) M. GitLWEY, Copf., 

jr/ze Bth Xovemlcr 18B7. ) Comdc/. 1st Mad, FtisiUers. 
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Lieidenaiii A. C. ‘WAnNKn, Adjutant, 7th Light Cavah'g, to Cagtain 
WIr■so^•, Officiating Lepufg Assistant Adjutant-General, Lucknow Garrison, 
dated Lucknow, 7th 27occinler 1S5T. 

Agreeably to iustructious received, I have the honour to report as 
follows. 

In consequence ofthere being no available officers with Her Majesty’s 
32nd Regiment, I was selected to command a party of that corps on the 
27th Sejitember in a sortie for the purpose of capturing some of the 
enemy’s guns in a battery opposite to our Cawnporc Battery. 

AYe paraded about 2 P.M. with the Madras Fusiliers and marched 
'out of the Bailey Guard Gate, my part}' in advance, the whole under 
command of Major Stephenson of the Madras Fusiliers. \Ye pro- 
ceeded through the '^TehreeKotee” across the road in rear of the Clock 
Tower, and then took ground to our right. Immediately we had cross- 
ed the road, we became exposed to the enemy’s fire, and made a rush 
across a large courtj’ard through a doorway to our right. After imssitig 
through a succession of narrow streets and holes in the walls, we arriv- 
ed at the Cawnpore road. AVe then came on one of the enemy’s guns, 
which was firing grape down the Cawnpore road. I took my party to 
one side of the omnrasure, and on receiving the word of command, wo 
rushed in, headed by Major )Stephenson. The enemy abandoned their 
gun, and a naick of the 13th Regiment, “Er.lka Tewareo” spiked it. 
We then endeavoured to burst it, but owing to tlie absence of water 
and other materials failed. 

^Yhilo we were attempting^ to burst this gun, a party of men under 
Captain Fraser of the Madras Fu.silie:s went on to another battery of 
the enemy’s which was further in advance. 

Shortly after this, the party under my command wont with Captain 
Galwey and some of his men to reinforce Caj^tain Fraser. On aniving 
near his position, we found the enemy in great force on all sides of us, 
keeping uj) a very heavy fire. We then retreated, by order of Major 
Stephenson, on the main bod}". One of the Madras Fusilier Sergeants 
being badly Avounded, Captain Galwey, Lieutenant Mcoham, 27th Madras 
iSative Infantry, Private Smith, Her Majesty’s 32nd, and myself, with 
great difficulty, managed to got him back to the main body. This pri- 
vate Avas, I regi-et to saj', killed in the retreat. Major Stephenson 
then ordered us to retreat, Avhich A\’as done by the same route by Avhich 
Avc had advanced. During the i-elreat, avc AA'ore exposed to a heary firo 
from the houses. The conduct of Corporal Cooney and Private Smith, 
of llic 32ud, Avho Avcrc both killed, Avas most noble. 
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I enclose a return of the killed and wounded of Her Majesty’s 32nd 
Regiment on this occasion. 


Return of men of Her Majesty’s SSnd Regiment killed and ivounded 
in a sortie made near the Gawnpore Battery on the ^7th Septem- 
ber 1857. 




Killed. 



WOESDED. 



Distribution. 

Officers. 

Sergeants. 

Drummers. 

Rank and Ole. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Sergeants. 

Drummers. 

Rank and file. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Her Majesty’s 32ud Regi- 
luent. 

... 


... 

3 

3 

... 

1 



5 


Total 

... 

... 

- 

3 

3 

... 

1 

... 

4 

G 

8 Grand total. 


A. O. WARNER, Lieut.,' (Sd.) E. W. D. LOWE, Oapt., 

7l}i Light Cavg., Comdg, H. M's 32nd Eegt. 

Comdg. Party of H. M.’s 32nd Ifegt. 


Memorandum regarding the sortie of the S7th September, dated Chutter 

Munzil, 8th November 1857. 

On the 26th September I was warned by Brigadier luglis to lead a 
party from the Brigade Mess, and having taken the guns in its front to 
circle leftwards, taking or destroying all the guns on the way tiU we 
should reach our own position at the jail or Tehree Kotee. The party, 
however, that was told off for this purpose on the 26th was required to 
help in the heavy guns and rear-guard from the Motee Mehal, and the 
sortie was therpfore temporarily deferred. 

2. Having next morning mentioned the proposed sortie to Lieute- 
nant Anderson, Garrison Engineer at the Furced* Buksh, he stated his 
opinion of the advisability of the sortie debouching from the jail and 
going in rear of the Square House and proceeding thence in a direction 
parallel to the road, by which plan we would start fair from our own 
ground, probably hit on the enemy’s usual route, and take the guns in 
rear. 


# Forhat, 


36 
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S. The sortie having been re-aiTangod for the afternoon of the 
27th, Lieutenant Anderson proposed to guide it himself. The party was 
(as I learnt on reaching the first house attacked) commanded by Major 
Stephenson, of the Madras Fusiliers, aud the party to explode the guns 
consisted of artill toymen under the command of Captain Evans. Two' 
sepoys of the ISch Native lufuntiy accompanied us, under my orders 
with picks, to help in knocking doAvn obstacles, should it be uecessaiy. • 

4. Lieutenant Anderson led the party out by the Teree Kotee 
and jail and rear of the Square House to the building now forming the 
left of the Ilighlander-s’ position. The enemy being in possession of it, it 
was attacked ; but the part}* never appeared to enter the rooms and clear, 
them ; it only remained in or rushed through the courb 3 'ard and pa.ssagcs 
shooting or bayoneting such of tho enemy as voluntaril}' came out. 

5. ' The correct place for dehouching from the house was on tho 
same side, only further advanced, as that at which w'c had entered it, and 
as I afterwards found, Lieutenant Andei'son was waiting there to lead 
the men out, as soon as thej' should h.ave taken possession of tho house. 
But waiting for no guidance, thej’ left the house at the point which they 
reached on rushing through it, aiid immediately found themselves on the 
road. Hearing a call for an Engineer Oflioer, I went forward, aud found 
the party on the road in front of an embrasure, which was shortly' nfter- 
ward.s charged and the gun taken. Not forty men were prc.'ent for the 
fir.st ton minutes, and altliotigh Captain Evan.s and my two sopor's 
were tlii’ic, the rest of the e.xplosion party were among the alxsontocs. 
A ft or waiting ten minute.':, and Major Stephenson getting impatient, 
Cajilain Evans hopolc.ss of the arrival of the bursting part}' and material 
Kpikod the gun. This w.as no sooner done than thei" arrived, and the 
r.uhscquont attempt to blow up the gun was a failure, from the vent 
being fdlod uj) by tho spike. During the attempt to h\irst the gun, an 
officer (Captain Galwcy I believe) came to report tho capture of tw.q 
other guns, the spiking of one of them, and the necessity, for reinforcement, 
hlajor Stephenson having advanced towards them, asked me where we 
were, and what was to he done. As to what was. to be done, on onqnir^' 
from C:q){ain Evans it appeared that the men had'drunk all the water 
reseia-ed to nioi.stcn the clay to tamp the guns, that in fact he could not 
hur.sfc (hem, and there were no spikes present with which to spike them. 
I therefore .said that, wherever wc might go, we conkl destroy no more 
guns, ami that consequent! \' to return to the entrenchment seemed to me 
advisable. As to the where wo were, I said I thought avo were at the 


EEPOKTS OF THE THREE SORTIES 


283 


batteiy on the left of the Gawnpore road, Avhich opinion was also ex- 
pressed by Mr, Cavanagh." Mr.- Phillips, onr real guide, could give no 
opinion at all. To make certain of the locality, I told Major Stephensotx 
I would cross the toad and reconnoitre, which I accordingly did and 
■ found that my conjecture had been correct. On my returning, the party 
' had commenced its return to the en trenchments, which . it effected by 
nearly the same route as that b^ which it had advanced. 

The party which remained with Lieutenant Anderson at the house 
' first attacked pretented the enemy still on it from doing us much injury* 
on our return, otherwise our loss might have been most serious. The 
separation of the whole party into the tw'o bodies, which was the 
previous cause of the failure in destroying thei guns, is entirely attributa- 
ble to an advance having been made from that house without the dii’cc- 
tiou of the proper guide. 

(Sd.) J. McLEOD IJJ'jSrES, Lieut., 

JLnrjincers, 

Note. — This sortie was de«igned to attack the Garden Hatfery, and it appears from the ex. 
perienoe gained in n subsequent attack (Ist, 2nd and 3rd November) that the strength of the 
party was quite. in.ndequate to accomplish the object required. The real cause of tlie failure ia 
bursting the guns instead of spiking, that was taken possession of, appears to have heea the 
delay in bringitig up tiie bursting party. 

Had the house alluded to by Lieutenant Innes been taken possession of, iustead of being 
merely passed tlirough, and measures taken fo reconnoitre the ground in advance before the 
party proceeded, it is probable that tlie result would have been more satisfactory, and that at all 
events the captured guns would have been effectually destroyed, but without a much larger body 
of men, the complete conquest and destruction of the whole Garden Battery could not have 
been accomplished. 

(Sd.) J. C. ANDERSON, Lieui, 

Garrison Eiiffineer. 


From Major C. Apthoep, Commaniing the Reserve, to Captain Aitdehson, 
Engineers, — dated Lucknow, 20th Octoher 1857'. 

Agreeably to your request, I have the honour to forward a rejport of 

1 Major. proceedings of the jtarty as per 

2 Captains. martrin, under my commancl, during 

, 3 Lieutenants. ° • ttt 

100 men, 1st Madras Fusiliers. tlie SOl'tie of the 29tll ultimo. Y\'0 


assembled, iu the third Sikh Square, a little befoi’e dajbieak, as a le- 
serve to an attacking party, under command of Captain Hardinge, who, - 
when he had taken the guns in front of the Brigade Mess, advanced to 



* Knvunagh. 
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his riglifc to take a gun situated in a strong position in the middle of a 
lane, to the left front of Mr. Gubbins’ house. He placed his men in a 
flanking position, and came to me for a part}' to advance and take some 
houses to tlie right and left of the lane, from ndiicb there 'svas a heavy 
fire. I advanced through the breach in the Sikh Square, with Lieute- 
nant Ouseley, 48th Regiment, Native Infantry, Lieutenant the Hoivblo 
J. Fraser, and 35 men, and led them up the lane to the front of the 
enemy’s stockade. I took up a position with four or five men, and fired 
. on sevei'al of the enemy who were trying to escape. Lieutenant Ouseley, 
the Hon’ble J. Fraser, and several men got over the stockade, and the 
part}- under Captain Hardinge came forward, and the gun, a G-pounder, 
pointed towards him, was taken possession of. One of our men was 
killed as we reached the stockade, and one wounded a short time after. 
Fourteen or fifteen of the enemy were killed, nine of them in two huts to 
the right and left of the lane. I left this jrarty of the reserve under com- 
mand of the Hon’ble J. Fraser, and went back to the remainder of the 
reserve, which I found had advanced from the Sikh Square, under 
Captain Galwcy, and we proceeded dou-n tho lane and took up forward 
positions in a house which Captain Forbes, Isb Light Ca%'alry, and his 
Sikh orderly had examined and reported empty. There was a 
strong party of the enemy to our left front, who kept up a heavy 
fire. I placed part of tho men under Captain Galwey in front of the 
house ; another party, under Captain Forbes, took possession of 
tho upper story of the house ; and I dct:iched a third party to take 
possession of a barricade across tho street a little to our riglit front. 
Our loss here was one killed and one w-ounded. Five or si.v of the men 
from this position gob into a largo house still further in advance, and I 
v.-cnt and examined the house, and found, after getting into the lower 
story, that the enemy had begun tw-o mines the shafts of which were 
sunk to a considerable depth. I reported tliis to Lieutenant Innc.s, the 
Executive Engineer, who, on e.vaminalion, decided on blowing them up. 
Being short of men, I ordered a party of ten, under Sergeant-JIajor 
Donovan, to come down our centre bastion and occupy the house where 
the mines were. He remained in charge till the mines were blown 
up. During the lime I was thus occupied, Lieutenant Ouseley 
* Tendered great service by capturing a gun, which had checked the 
advance of the party to which he w-as attached by being planted’ 
at tho end of a very narrow lano, about CO or 70 yards long. Lieute- 
nant Ou-seloy, accompanied by Sergeant Higgins and four men of 
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the 1st Madras Fusiliers, went through a number of houses and 
narrow jDassages to the right of the lane, and finding their further 
progress stopped by a veiy high and steep bastion, where they distinctly 
beard the voices of the enemy, they ascended it, led by the above- 
named ofiicer; found it unoccupied, and rushed across it into a house, 
from which they fired down upon and killed two out of some forty men 
assembled below them ; and raising a cheer, routed the enemy, and 
took possession of the gun without losing a man, or giving the enemy 
the power of discharging the piece, to which drag-ropes were attached 
to enable the enemy to pull it round the nearest coimer should we at- 
tempt to charge it. A party of eight or ten men from Captain Galwey’s 
position, under Lieutenant Cleveland, reinforced Lieutenant Ouseley, 
and after the gun had been removed they retired, and the bastion was 
blown up. Afterwards two small guns were found in a lane close to this 
battery and taken possession of by Lieutenants Ouseley and Aitken, 13th 
Eegiment Native Infantry. The three were dismantled from their carri- 
ages and were sent into the garrison, and the carriages broken up and 
burnt. Our loss at this point was one killed and two wounded — one of 
the' latter, Mr. Lucas, whose zeal and gallantry on every occasion during 
the siege every one has heard of. About 11 o’clock we returned 
into garrison, having examined and cleai-ed the guns from the whole 
of the front of Mr. Gubbins’ house. We had not time or men to 
examine the houses in front of our centre bastion, which I much 
regret, as there are constant reports from the men that mining is going 
on ; but I have no good reason to suppose so, as I have invariably 
when called found the houses unoccupied, and heard-no noises that 
would lead me to suppose that mining was going on. 


From Lieutenant J. ‘C. Andekson, Garrison Engineer, to Colonel E. NAriEl 
Military Secretary, — dated Lucknow, 19th Octoler 1857. 

Sortie on the S9ih September, from the left Square, Brigade Mess, fo 
the object of destroying the enemy’s guns left in front o 
Brigade Mess, in front of Caivnpore Battery, and on the left q 
Caiunyore Road. 

This sortie proceeded simultaneously with two others — one fron_ 
the Sikh Square to the right of the Brigade Mess, and another from the 
Redan towards the iron bridge, led by Captain McCabe, Her Majesty’s 
32nd Regiment; with a few' of the men of his regiment, who had during 
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his right to take a gun situated in a strong position in the middle of a 
lane, to the left front of Mr. Gubhins’ house. He placed his men in a 
flanking position, and came to me for a party to advance and take some 
hpxises to the right and left of the lane, from which there was a heavy 
fire. I advanced through the breach in the Sikh Square, with Lieute- 
nant Ouseley, 48th Regiment, Native Infantiy, Lieutenant the Hon’ble 
J. Fraser, and 35 men, and led them up the lane to the front of the 
enemy’s stockade. I took up a position with four or five men, and fired • 
. on several of the enemy who were trying to escape. Lieutenant Ousele}’’, 
the Hon’ble J. Fraser, and several men got over the stockade, and the 
party under Captain Hardinge came forward, and the gun, a 6-pounder, 
pointed towards him, was taken possession of. One of our men was 
killed as we reached the stockade, and one wounded a short time after. 
Fourteen or fifteen of the enemy were killed, nine of them in two huts to 
the right and left of the l.ane. I left this party of the reserve under com- 
mand of the Hon’ble J. Fraser, and went back to the remainder of the 
reserve, which I found had advanced from the Sikh Square, under 
Captain Galwey, and we proceeded down the lane and took up forward 
positions in a house which Captain Forbes, 1st Light Cavalry, and his 
Sikh orderly had examined and reported empty. There was a 
strong party of the enemy to our left front, who kept up a heavy 
fire. I placed part of the men under Captain Galwey in front of the 
house ; another party, under Captain Forbes, took possession of 
the tipper story of the house ; and I detached a third party to take 
possession of a barricade across the street a little to our right front. 
Our loss here was one killed and one wounded. Five or six of the men 
from this position got into a large house still further in advance, and I 
V/ent and examined the house, -and found, after getting into the lower 
story, that tlie enemy had begun two mines the shafts of which were 
sunk to a considerable depth, I reported this to Lieutenant Innes, the 
Executive Engineer, who, on examination, decided on blowing them up. 
Being short of men, I ordered a party of ten, under Sergeant-Major 
Donovan, to come down our centre bastion and occupy the house where 
the mines were. He remained in charge till the mines were blown 
up. During the time I was thus occupied, Lieutenant Ouseley 
rendered great service by capturing a gun, which had checked the 
advance of the iiarty to which he was attached by being planted' 
at the end of a very narrow lane, about 60 or 70 yards long. Lieute- 
nant Ouseley, accompanied by Sergeant Higgins and four men of 
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the Isfe Madras Fusiliers, Avent through a number of houses and 
narroAV passages to the right of the lane, and finding their further 
progress stopped by a A^ery high and steep bastion, Avh ere they distinctly 
heard the voices of the enemj', they ascended it, led by the above- 
named officer ; found it unoccupied, and rushed across it into a house, 
from Avhich they fired doAvn upon and killed tAvo out of some forty men 
assembled beloAV them ; and raising a cheer, routed the enemy, and 
took possession of the gun Avithout losing a man, or giving the enemy 
the poAA^er of discharging the piece, to AA'bicb drag-ropes Avere attached 
to enable the enemy to pull it round the nearest corner should Ave at- 
tempt to charge it. A party of eight or ten men from Captain Gahvey’s 
position, under Lieutenant Cleveland, reinforced Lieutenant Ouseley, 
and after the gun had been removed they retired, and the bastion Avas 
bloAvn up. Afterwards two small guns were found in a lane close to this 
battery and taken possession of by'- Lieutenants Ouseley and Aitken, 13th 
Begiment NatiA’-e Infantry. The three AA'ere dismantled from their earn- 
ages and were sent into the garrison, and the carriages broken up and 
burnt. Our loss at this point was one killed and two AA'ounded — one of 
the latter, Mr. Lucas, whose zeal and gallantry on every occasion during 
the siege every one has heard of. About 11 o’clock aa’o returned 
into garrison, having examined and cleared the guns from the whole 
of the front of Mr. Gubbins’ house. Wo had not time or men to 
examine the houses in front of our centre bastion, which I much 
regret, as there ai'e constant reports from the men that mining is going 
on ; but I have no good reason to suppose so, as I have invariably 
Avhen called found the houses unoccupied, and heard-no noises that 
Avould lead me to suppose that mining was going on. 

From Lieutenant J. 'C. Andeksok-, Garrison Engineer, to Colonel E. I^apiee, 
Military Secretary, — dated LueJenow, 19th Octoiher 1857. 

Sortie on the S9th Septeviler, from the left Square, Brigade Mess, for 
the object of destroying the enemy’s guns left in front of 
Brigade Mess, in front of Gawwpore Battery, and on the left of 
Caiunpore B,oad. 

This sortie proceeded simultaneously with tAvo others — one from 
the Sikh Square to the right of the Brigade Mess, and another from the 
Bedan towards the iron bridge, led by Captain McCabe, Her Majesty’s 
32nd Begiment, AA'ith a few of the men of his regiment, Avho had during 
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the siege been on duty on the posts opposite the position to be 
attacked. The whole strength of the sortieing party was 200 men, 
with a reserve of 150 men. 

At daylight the party issued from an opening in the Brigade Mess 
wall and formed up under cover of a wall which runs parallel to the 
other at the distance of a few paces. Tlie advance w'as then -made in 
dile, the men having to scramble over the debris of a house which had 
been blown down on a former occasion, and a rush made direct on the 
enemy’s gun, 18-pounder, which lay behind a breastwork, at the dis- 
tance of SO yards from the Brigade Mess. The gunners fired two 
rounds at us wdien we made our appearance, but before they could fire 
again we had scaled their battery and driven them to flight. We 
then proceeded to force a building iminediatel}’^ to the left of the gun. 
The lower story was quickl}'' occupied. Captain McCabe, the gallant 
leader of many former sorties, tvas mortally w'ounded in the ojreration, 
and some delay having in consequence occurred, a few of the enemy in 
the upper story had time to kill and wound several of bur men 
before they were attacked and bayoneted. After the house had been 
taken possession of, a picqueb of 25 men w'as left to hold it while* the 
main bod}'’ of our men proceeded along a narrow lane under command 
of Major Simmons, Her Majesty’s 5bh Fusiliers, to occiqjy two large build- 
ings about 60 and 80 yards, respectively^ in advance of the first, with 
several other smaller buildings adjoining ; the loss to the enemy in all 
being probably above thirty men. On our side W'e had the misfortune to 
,lose Major Simmons, who w’as killed by a musket shot while leading his 
men into the most advanced building. We had now progressed to a 
position from which we had a view of the enemy’s 18-pounder gun in 
front of the Cawnpore Battery. It lay in a lane, running towards the 
Cawnpore road, the end of wdiich was barricaded and loopholed, and 
directly in line with it ; on the opposite side of the road the enemy 
occupied a house from which they kept up a hot musketry fire on our 
positiob, 

I then sent for the reserve, and desired that an officer of rank 
might be sent to command the whole party. General Sir James Outram 
having become acquainted with our progress sent w'ord that unless 
further advance could be made without danger of considerable loss, 
the design of proceeding against the enemy’s gun now in our view 
should be abandoned, and that the party should relire after destroying 
in succession the houses we had taken possession of. After consulting 
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■with Captain Evans, (attached to the Artilleiy.) who had meanwhile 
destroyed the enemy^s gun which we left at the first house and also a 
6-pounder gun in its neighbourhood, I returned a reply to the General 
that further advance could not be made without considerable loss, and 
I proceeded to demolish the thi-ee large houses we held, commencing 
with tlie one furthest in advance, and withdrawing the party gradually 
to the rear. This operation, in which thirteen barrels of powder were - 
expended, destroyed the principal musketry cover of the enemy against 
our defences between the Brigade Mess and Ca-wnpore Batterj^ and 
the destruction of the guns in front of the latter, together with that 
effected by the sortieing parties acting in conjunction with us to the 
right, has relieyed a considerable portion of our work from serious 
annoyance. The party returned about A.M, 

From hieutenant J. C. Anderson, Garrison Engineer, to Captain Wilson, Deputy 
Adjutant-General, Lucknom Garrison , — dated Post Office, 28th October 
1887. 

I have the honour to forward, for the Brigadier’s information, and 
for transmission to Colonel Napier, reports of the three sorties which 
took 23lace on the 29th ultimo. 

These reports were prepared by Colonel Napier’s order conveyed 

in a demi-official note. 

.* ’ ■ * *» 


Return of casualties — sortie from left Square, Brigade Mess, on S9th 

September 1857. 


j 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Jler Majestv’s Cth Fusiliers. 

Major Simmons ... ... ... 

Bank and file 

1 

G 

Her Majesty’s SSnd Uegiment. 

Captain McCabe 

Bank and file ■.• — , — 

Her Majesty' sSOlli Ligld Infantry ... 

1 

, 

1 Since dead. 

2' Ditto. 

Total 

2 

9 

Lucknow, 7 (Sd ) 

The 19th October 1857. ^ 

J, C. AKDEE.SON, Lieut., 

Garrison Engineer. 


(Sd.) J. INGLIS, Brigr., 


Comdg.^Lucknoio Garrison. 
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Mehorn of the nmiiber of casualties which occurred in the 'party of 
the 78th Highlanders, commanded by Captain G. A. Lockhart, 
on the 29th tUtwio, against theright front Brigade Mess. 

I Lucknow, 21st October 1857. 


Rank. 

Names. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Remarks. 

Captain 

G. A, Loclilinrt 

' 

Wounded. 


Private 

James Scott 

Killed. 




Sergeant 

James Young 



Do. 


Corporal 

Joseph Andrews ... 



Do. 


Privata 

Robert Kerr 


■ Do. 


Do. 

Prancis Morris 


Do. 


DO, 

David Rowitt 


Do. 


Do. 

James Callighan ... 


Do. 



1 Ofllcpr wounded. 

1 Private killed. 

1 Sergeant, 1 Corporal, and 4 Privates wounded. 

(Sd.) W. HUNTERS, jBrtpr., (Sd.) G, A. LOCKHART, 

Comdg. 2, id JDrigadc. Comdg. 7Sih Sighlandars. 

Return of killed and xvounded of the 1st Madras Fusiliers on the 
29th September 1867, during the attack on the enemy’s guns in 
front of the Brigade Mess, render command of Captain 
Hardinge, 8rd Oudh Irregular Cavalry. 

Killed. 


Company. 

Rank. 

Names. 

Remarks. 

«th 

Sergeant 

Patrick Drury 


End 

Private ,„ 

William Peard 


8th 

Do, 

James Sowden 

✓ 


WOUKDED. 


Company. 

Bank. 

Names. 

Remarks. 

CO 

Private " ... 

1 

1 

William Toung 

Severely. Died same day. 

7th 

Do. 

William McGill 

Ditto. 

7th 

Do. 

Robert Parker 

Ditto. Died 4th October 1857. 


itJCKSOW, (Sd.) 1. STEPHENSON. A/iri., 

Iha 21st October 1857, J Comdg. 1st Madras Fusiliers, 

(Sd.) H. STISTED, Frigr., 

Comdg, 1st Frigado, 
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ITrom Lietdenant G- Haedinge, Commanding Irregular Cavalry, to Colonel 
E. Napiee, Chief of ike Staff, — dated LvcTcnow, 22nd October 185T^ 

Agpeeabl}’- to your orders, I’ have the honour to report that the 
undermentioned parties were made over to me to take the guns to the 


front and right of the Brigade Mess and Sikh Square ; — • 

Men. 

Her Majesty’s S2nd Regiment, under Lieutenant Cooke ... 20 

Her Majesty’s 78th Highlanders, under Captain Lockhart ... 140 
1st Madras Fusiliers, under Captain Gahvey ... ... 90 

Total ... 250 


lYe fell in and filed out of the breach in the Sikh Square at day- 
break of the 29th September 1857. 

The advance consisted of Her Majesty’s 32Dd, Main Body, Her 
Majesty’s 7Sth Highlanders, Reserve of 1st Madras Fusiliers, the 
Engineers under Lieutenant Innes, Artillery under Lieutenant, J, 
Alexander, Major Apthorp (whose report I enclose), Captain Forbes, and 
Lieutenant Ouseley, knowing the ground, accompanied the reserve. 

We formed silently under cover of some broken ground. The first 
gun, a brass 12-pounder, was taken by Her Majesty’s 32nd with a cheer. 
By keeping to the right of the embrasure, we avoided the discharge. 
Lieutenant Cooke and Private Keilly were first at the gun. 

The' 32nd occupied a house in rear of the gun, and enabled the 
Artillery to burst it unmolested. 

The 78th Highlanders, led by Captain Lockhart, who was slightly 
wounded, then charged a gun to the right. The covei’ing party of tlie 
first gun, and a considerable body of the enemy, rallied round this 
gun. Sergeant James Young, 78th Highlanders, the first man at the 
gun, bayoneted one of the enemy’s gunners while re-loading, and 
was severely wounded b}”^ a sword-cut. 

I ordered up a party of the 1st Fusiliers, under Lieutenant the 
Hon’ble J. Fraser, to take the enemy in rear, and a number of them 
were killed here and in the houses in the neighbourhood. Hand 
grenades were used with good effect. , 

Proceeding- further to the right, opposite Mr. Gubbins house, our 
further progress was stopped by a small gun and some wall-pieces at 
the end of a narrow lane. 

Lieutenant Ousele}’', 48th Hative Infantry, and Lieutenant Aitken, 
13th Native Infantry, took these pieces in flank after a difficult detour, 
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by gefctirig into a house above them, and with a cheer and volley- 
routed the enGm 3 % This inancnuvre was most skilfully and gallantly 
executed. Sergeant Higgins, with four men of the Madras Fusiliers, and 
Private Browne, 82nd, are stated to have been the first men at the- 
gun. Mr. Lucas, a volunteer, well known for his bravery, was mortally, 
wounded here. 

Major Apthorp and Captain Forbes, with the Fusiliers under Cap- 
tain Galwey, occupied tho houses commanding the pieces which were 
brought awa 3 \ Two shafts of a mine were here discovered and blown up. 

The batteries and barricades were completel}' burnt and destroyed, 
Working parties of the Sikh Cavalry, under Lieutenant Gx'aham, and 
sepoys of the 13th Native Infantry, under Lieutenant Aitkcu, did- good 
work. 

I enclose Lieutenant Tnnes's report. Under cover of the houses 
blown up, the party fell back unmolested. 

One heav^’- gun was burst, three smaller ones and some wall- 
pieces brought in. 

Our loss was 4 killed and 11 wounded, iucludiug Mr. Lucas and 
Captain Lockhart. 

(Sd) J. JKGLIS, 

Comdg. LucJcnoio Gai-rison. 

Memorandxim of demolitions ejected hy the party nxxder Captain 
Haudinge on the %9lli September 1857. 

The party for demolition consisted of six minersof Her Majesty’- 32nd 
Eegiment, with a fatigue party of six men .supplied from the troops 
Imder Captain Hardiuge’s guidance. It carried six barrels of powder, 
with tlie requisite sujiply of hose, port-fire, and slow-match. 

2. The house that covered the first gun taken was the first select- 

-ed for demolition. I accordingly laid in it a charge of two ban-els. 
This done, Captain Hardinge irointed out the two next places which 
Ire proposed to desiroy. They’ were houses in which the enemy were 
said to be, and to eject -wliom would have been attended with no bene- 
fit but probably with a considerable loss of life. One bouse being in a 
dilapidated condition, 1 laid one baiTel of powder against the middle of 
’its outer wall ; the other was strong, and I therefore lodged two barrels 
'dgainst its wall in a similar position. . 

3. These charges being laid, it was decided to defer the explo,- 

'sions till the time should ruTive for retiring,' when they should be fired 
in a reverse order to that in which the charges were laid. , ' . 3 
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• 4'. On ihe capture of the guns by the reserve, I lodged a barrel 

.of powder at the stockade where they had been, and fii’ed it. The de- 
molition was successful. 

5. Iliad thus laid out all the six barrels, when Major Apthorp, 
in command of the reserve, reported the discovery of a house with 
mines in it, leading probably to the bastion and out-houses at Mi‘. 
Gubbiiis’ compound, I mentioned the want, of powder; but Lieutenant 
-Graham arriving and reporting that more powder had been placed at 
• my disposal, I requested to have four baixels sent me. On proceeding 
'to' exarhine the house and mines, I found that there were two shafts, 
?but no galleries. Mo mines then had to be destroyed, onlj’^ the house, 
in which therefore, I lodged and fired two barrels of powder, bringing 
down the side of tlie house facing the entrenchments. 

■ ■ 6. The time for the party to retire having now arrived, I fired 
ihe mines mentioned in paragraph 2, in a reverse order to that in which 
the charges had been laid. As the explosion did not occur till the 
retir-guard was on the entrenchment side of the buildings successively 
demolished, the inspection of the results could not be made on the site 
of the building destroj’-ed ; but as well as observation from a tolerably 
■short distance could enable a decision to be arrived at, all the deraoli- 

(Sd.) J. McLEOD INJfES, Lieut., jEngrs., 

In charge, demolition gxti'tg, 

(Sd.) J. INGLTS, Brigr., 

Comdg. Lucicnoto GarrUon. 


tions were successful, 
Luckitow, 

The 21st October 1857. 


Report of a sortie made on the 


S9th September 1S57 toxvards the iron 
bridge. 


■ On the morning of the 29th ultimo, I was directed by Lieutenant- 


Stbength of CapT/MN Shute’s 
Column. 

Her Majesty’s 52nd Regiment, 

1 officer nnd'l'i men. - 
Her Majesty’s 64t/t Regiment. 

, 2 ctficers and 21 men, . 

Her Majesty’s 84lfi Regiment. 

3 officers and 110 men. 
Total — 0 Officers and 143 men; 


General Sir James Outrain, G. c. b., 
to proceed as guiding officer with a, 
column (strength as per margin) 
under the command of Captain 
Shute, Her Majesty’s G-ith Regiment. 


•' 2. The principal object of the expedition was to destroy a 24- 

pounder gun situated ;on a mound about 200 yards from Mi. Hills shop 
which had been doing immense injury in the garrison during the siege. 
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- The' enemy commenced mining against ns at H on the left of 

our position, about six days after our 
Mines. . , - ■ 

' ' occupying the post. We sunk a 

hhaft preparatory to driving a gallery to meet them ; hut before we 

could complete tlie shaft, the encm}' exploded a ver}’’ large charge' of 

powder, some ten feet sliort of our outer enclosure wall, which had the 

effect of shaking down the wall and filling up our shaft, b}" the masses 

of earth thrown into the air and descending into our shaft. I regret 

to say Ave lost one man in this shaft.- By some fatality’-, though the 

men on duty' and at the mine saw the enemy’s train burning, and 

volumes of smoke issuing out of the houses, from which they knew 

■the enemy ivere mining, they' did not move from the spot, but merely 

sent -to report to their officer. We were prejinred for the explosion, 

and had the enclosure all ready' barricaded off, so that the enemy 

gained nothing by the mine. 

From this time up to ivithin the last six days, we have been almost 
.constantly at ivork day and night, countermining against them. 

0 ill’ general success has been very' good, having held our ground 
with an expenditure of but 200ibs. of poivder, and resisted numerous , 
attacks of the enemy'’s miners. 

On two, particular occasions our success was more than usual. 

Eiraf ocension of more tlian usnal success A galleiy, driven from our shaft G, 
on our imrfc. intercepted a gallery of the enemy's 

and our explosion completely' cut off some twelve feet of it; so lhatthe 
next moi'ning, on breaking into the portion so cut off, we dug out, or 
rather dragged out four dead bodies, the enemy’s miners having been 
completely cut off in a tomb as, it wei'e, for the gallery they were in 
■"Sv’as not broken down, but stopped up by our explosion. 

Second occasion of more tlian usual tllis caSC OUl OjreratioUS COm- 

success. • ■ menced from shaft D. 

We broke into their gallery some twelve feet from our wall about 
,12 o’clock at night, and Sergeant Day',' our superintending miner, 
.Tem.nined below, assisted by others, bolding the entrance to their gallery 
, until I arrived. ; 

On entering the enemy’s gallery, I took Corporal Thompson of 
,the 78th Highlanders with me, and observing the apparently' great 
•length of the enemy’s, mine proceeded cautiously' to extinguish the 
-lights, so as to keep ourselves, in darkness as we advanced. At this 
time the enemy were in the mine at or near their shaft, which, contrary 
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to their usual practice, they evidently :^vished to hold .uninjured. 
They severally fill them in at once when we take their gallery. 

I proceeded, extinguishing the lights, until I distinctly saw the' 
enemy at the far end, and to advance further, would be to advance in a 
blaze of light. I therefore laid down and waited, as our preparations, 
above, carried on under Lieutenant Tulloch, wei’e not yet ready.. 
Whilst lying there, I saw a sepoy with musket at trail advance down 
the mine, and when within 40 feet of him fired at him. M}’’ pistol 
missed fire, and before Corporal Thompson could hand me his pistol 
the sejioy had retreated. Afcer remaining some time longer, I placed 
another man with Coi’poral Thompson, and went up to get an officer 
dowm, as I felt it required a very steady man down there to support us. 
While we were laying the charge, and making various arrangements, 
■which utterly precluded our w’^atching against an enemy’s advance at 
the same time, Lieutenant Hay of the 78th Highlanders then coni- 
manding the picquet, kindly volunteered and took up my old post. 
Lieutenant Tulloch and Sergeant Hay quickly got the powder down, 
and all arrangements ready, when we then withdrew Lieutenant Hay 
behind the partial barricade we had formed ; and W'hilst here, still 
.■watching with Corporal Thompson, he got two shots at another, man 
who attempted to come doAvn the mine, and apparently wounded hiny, 
The enemy made no, more attempts to come down the mine, but went 
outside their building and came over our heads, apparently with the 
intention of breaking through. After some quarter-of-an-hour’s -walk- 
ing overhead, they, I conclude, could not find the dii’oction of the 
mine, and retreated into the house. 

• - Our charge of 501bs. which I had laid outside our barricade, and 

, . , . , . . 82 feet up the enemy’s gallery, w'as 

Eiglity-tTfo feet I fixed on ns giving us 1 

the best amount of gallery, and no more soon tamped, and the charge fired 

than tve could well defend. Lieutenant Tulloch. The charge 

being laid with nine feet of sand-bag tamping behind it, and none in 
front, the main force of the powder acted towards the enemy’s shaft, hub 
it took down 40 feet backwards towards us, leaving us 40 feet to usd 
as a listening gallery. I deduce the enemy’s mine to be 200 feet long 
and upwards, from the reconnoitring of Lieutenant Hay and myself 
before "we commenced laying our charge, and from the position of 
the bouse it came from. The gallery had numerous air-holes and was 
thoroughly ventilated, ,, ■ 
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I was much indebted to Lieutenant Hay and Corporal Thompson 

Lieutenant Haji 78tli HiglilanilerS) and this business, and also tO Lieute- 
Corporal Thompson gave assistance. j^^nt Tulloch who himself also fired 

the mine — a somewhat difficult task, as our bore being short, he 
had to retreat some 60 feet through the enemy’s gallery and ours, 
and then of the shaft. Such is a brief account of our mining opera- 
tions. 

The total length of gallery work run is 500 feet, and five shafts, 
averaging twelve feet deep, with a drain of five feet each. 

The 9-pounder gun I placed in position in the house on the left of 
our position, as shown in plan, and it was useful in silencing the fire 
of a gun of the enemy’s firing from a stockade up the lane. 

In concluding this report, I would respectfully bring to your 
notice the valuable assistance rendered by Sergeant Hay, of the 32nd, 
who was in charge of the mines, and until Lieutenant Tulloch was 
posted to the position, acted direct under my orders. His zeal and 
quiet steady management of the raw recruits under him has been 
most commendable. 

I would also bring to your notice the unremitting zeal and atten- 
tion to his work manifested by Lieutenant Tulloch since he has been 
in charge of the post ; and during the period of my acting here, Lieute- 
nant Tulloch has almost entirely — unassisted by me — carried on our 
system of mines most successfully. 

(Sd.) G. HUTCHINSON, Lieut,, JSngrs., 

Director of Worlcs. 


GENERAL ORDERS hy the Right Hon’hle the Governor-General of 

India in Council. 

No. 1625 of 1857. — The Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in 
Council is pleased to direct the publication of the accompanying des- 
patches^ relating to the first relief of the garrison of Lucknow, which 
have lately reached Government. 

These despatches contain an account of the proceedings of the 
Horce under the command of the late Major-General Sir H. Havelock, 
K.C.B., before he forced his way into the city,t as well as of the 


* Printed above, 
f See pages 220 to 225, - • - 
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various oj^erations carried on under Major-General Sir James Outram, 
G.C.B., after a junction had been effected with the garrison of the Eesi- 
dency on the 25th of September until the arrival of the Believing Force 
under His Excellency General Sir Colin Campbell. 

They show how thoroughly this gallant band has sustained the repu- 
tation of British soldiers for courage, discipline, and determination, 
whether in the plain, in the hand-to-hand struggle of the street-fighting, 
or in the more wearying laboui-s of the siege. 

The Governor-General in Council has.already had the satisfaction of 
acknowledging the obligations of the Government of India to Sir James 
Outram ; but His Lordship in Council cannot deny himself the i^leasiire 
of ex23ressing again his appreciation of Sir James Outram’s eminent 
services, and his respect for the generous and soldier-like feeling which 
promjjted Sir James to abstain from assuming the jDOsition due to his 
su 2 Derior i-ank, and to leave in the hands of Sir Henry Havelock the 
comj)letion of the undertaking which the latter had succesfully be- 
gun. 

To Brigadier Inglis, the Governor-General in Council can give no 
higher praise than to say that during the continuance of the siege 
after Sir James Outram had assumed the chief command in the Eesi- 
dency his ability, energy, and vigilance were worthy of the lasting repu- 
tation which his conduct of the defence has secured to him. 

Sir James Outram has acknowledged the efficient co-operation 
which he had from Brigadiers Hamilton and Stisted. To these officers, 
as well as to Captain Bouverie and Captain Spurgin, serving on the 
Brigade Staff, the Governor-General in Council desires, to offer his 
hearty thanks for the good service thej^ have done. 

His Lordshij) in Council conveys to Major Eyre, who had already 
established a claim on the gratitude of the Government ; to Captain 
Maude, Eo 3 ^al Artillery ; to Captain Olpherts, Bengal Artillery; to 
Lieutenant Thomas, Commissary of Ordnance ; and to the officers and 
men of the combined force of Artillery, the assurance of the satis- 
faction with which he has received the evidence of their zeal and 
gallantry. 

The labours that devolved upon the Engineer Department have been 
of a most important and difficult nature, and the Governor-General in 
Council begs to assure Captain Cromraelin, Commanding the Engineers, 
Lieutenant Hutchinson, Second-in-Oommand ; Lieutenants Eussell and 
Limond ; the officers and men attached to, as well as those, who 
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Tolunteered to work wi’tli, the Department his appreciation of. the 
courage, skill, and energy with which they bore their very arduous 
part in the siege. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Purnell, Commanding Her Majesty’s 90th 
Light Infantry, deserves praise for the able manner in which he held 
ail advanced post, exposed to the unceasing attacks of the enemy ; 
and to Captain Brnsj-^er, Commanding the Kegiment of Ferozepore; 
to Captain Lockhart, Commanding Her jMajesty’s 78th Highlanders; 
to Captain )Shute, Commanding a detachment of Her Majesty’s 64th, 
ivho have each maintained a difficult post with complete success ; to 
Captain Willis, Commanding Her Majesty’s 84th ; to Captain Gahve}', 
Commanding Madras Fusiliers; and to Lieutenant Meara, Commanding 
Her Majesty’s 5tb Fusiliers, the Governor-General in Council tenders 
his hearty thanks. 

His Lordship in Council acknowledges ivith pleasure the cheerful 
alacrity with which Captain Barrow, 'Commanding Volunteer Oavaliy, 
Captains Johnson and Hardinge, Commanding Irregular Cavalr 
have come forward to volunteer their services on every opportunity 
the latter officer having also rendered good service as Dejmty Quartei 
master-Goneral. 

The thanks of Government ai’e due to Captain Garden, Assistan 
Quartermaster-General; to Captain Moorsom, Her Majesty’s o2ai 
Begiinenfc, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General, for the zeal thc_ 
have exhibited in their various departments ; as also to Captain 
Alexander, Orr, and Carueg}', for their able services at the head of th 
Intelligence Department ; and to Captain Machoan and Lieutenan 
v.^James for the efficient manner in which, under their superintendenc< 
the commissariat arrangements have been -carried out. 

The Governor-General in Council has great satisfaction in acknow 
lodging the^excellent provision made for the care of the sick by th 
Medical Dejiartment under Superintending Surgeon J. Scott ; and Hi 
Lordshi23 in Council desires especially to tender his warm thanks to th 
Eev. Mr, Harris for the joersonal coui’age displayed by that gentlemai 
in the discharge of his sacred duties, and for the unremitting assiduit 
with which he, throughout the siege, has sought to allay the suffering 
and provide for the comfort of the sickwud wounded. 

The Governor-General in Council offers to Major North, Deiiuk 
Judge- Advocate General ; to Captain Hudson (Her Majesty’s 64th’ 
Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General; and to Lieuten mt Hargood (Madra; 
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Fusiliers) , serving on the stoff of the'.late Sir Henry Havelock, the thanks' 
they have merited by the efficient discharge of their respective duties^ 

The support rendered to the force both in the field and through- 
out the very , intricate and difficult engineering operations of the’ 
defence, by Colonel Napier,* Military Secretary and Chief of the Adju-- 
tant-General’s Department, has been most valuable, and His Lordship 
in Council desires to assure Colonel Napier that his ability and exertions, 
are fully appreciated by Government. 

The Governor-General in Council has much satisfaction in acknow* 
lodging the services of Captain Dodgson, Assistant Adjutant-General ; 
Captain Gordon, Deputy Judge-Advoeate-General ; Lieutenants Sitwell 
and Chamier on the Personal Staff of, and Mr. Money, Private 
Secretary to Sir James Outram ; of Captain Dawson and Ensign Hewitt; 
orderly’' officers, and of Mr. G. Couper, of the Civil Service, who volun- 
teered to perform the duties of Aide-de-Camp. 

• In addition to those whose names have been more prominently 
brought to notice, the Governor-General in Council desires to convey his 
hearty thanks to all officers, non-commissioned officers, and men, who 
have been engaged in the operations referred to in these despatches, 
for the valour they have displayed in the field, for the firmness with 
which they have maintained their position in the city, and for the 
cheerful, willing, and earnest manner in which they have discharged all 
the various duties and borne the privations imposed upon them, under 
circumstances of extraordinary difficulty and hardship. 

‘It will be a gratification to the Governor-General in Council to bring 
the eminent services of Major-General Sir James Outram's Force, officers 
and men, to the favourable notice of Her Majesty’s Government and of 
the Hon’ble Court of Directors, by the first opportunit}’-. Meanwdiile, 
the Governor-General in Council directs, by a separate order of this date; 
that the donation batta already granted to the gamson under Brigadier 
Inglis shall be extended to Major-General Sir James Outram’s Force. 

The Governor-General in Council cannot conclude this notice of 
the events connected with the Relief of Lucknow without expressing his. 
deep regret , at the heavy loss which England has suffered by the fall 
of so many able officers and gallant men. 

- His Lordship in Council has already recorded his sense of the high 
worth of those true soldiers. Sir Henry Havelock and Briga lier-General 


* Field llj.rshal Lord Napier of. Magilala._ 
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Neill. Their names inll he cherished with honour by their fellow- 
countrymen. 

He now has to lament the untimely death of Colonel Campbell, 
Her Majesty’s 90th Light Infantry, than whom the Queen’s service 
possessed no more gallant or promising oflficer. 

Major Haliburton, Her Majesty’s 78th Highlanders ; Major Cooper, 
Artillery ; Major Simmons, Her Majesty’s 5th Fusiliers ; Major Stephen- 
son, Madras Fusiliers ; and many other brave men amongst their com- 
rades have died in the discharge of their duty ; and in memory of 
these the Governor-General in Council desires to record his tribute 
of sorrow and gratitude. 

Fobt WiiLTAM, ■) (Signed) E. J, H. BIECH, C7oZ., . 

The 22nd December 1657- J Sec^. to the Govt, of India, Mily. Dej>t. 


No. 1626 of 1857. 

With reference to G. G. O. No. 1625 of this date, the Eight 
Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council is pleased to direct that 
every officer and soldier, European and Native, who formed part of the 
force under command of Major-General Sir James Outram, G. C. B., 
shall be allowed a donation of six months’ batta, as already authorized 
for the troops composing the late garrison of Lucknow. 

E. J. H. BIRCH, Col., 

Sec^. to the Govt, of India, MiJy, Dept, 

By order of His Excellency the Command er-in-Chief, 

W. MAXHEW, Hetif.-Col., 

- Adjf.-Genl. of the Army. 

Telegram from the GovernoV’General of India in Council to Drigadier Ingi-is, 
Catonpore, — dated Calcutta, 3rd December 1857. 

I have heard of your arrival at Cawnpore with the greatest 
pleasure, and I beg you and your gallant band to accept my hearty 
congratulations. I thank you for your admirable report of the 27th 
of September, and for your letter. The report will be gazetted in time 
for the English mail. I shall be glad if a return of casualties can 
arrive before that, but the publication of the report shall not be 
delayed. 

Be sure that justice shall be done by me to your truly heroic 
companiions and to yourself. 
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Telegram from Captain Eettce, to the Governor- Getter al of India in Council , — ; 
dated Cawnpore, Sth December 1S57, S-30 p.m. 

I am desired by Sir James Outram'to ask your Lordship whether 
he ' shall endeavour to effect an exchange between the State prisoners 
now in our hands and-our unfortunate countrymen and women who 
are at present in the hands of the rebels. 


Telegram from the Governor -General of India in Council, to Major-General SiB 
James Outeam, — dated Calcutta, Sth December 1857, 8 p, m. 

I do not know who the State prisoners are, no report of them having 
been received ; but whoever they may be, 3 mu cannot do wrong in 
giving them up to save English lives. 

Do your utmost to accomplish this, and do not be particular as 
to the rank or number given in exchange, provided you can rescue our 
fellow-countrymen. 


QENERAL ORDER hy the Right Hon’hle the Governor-General of 
India in Gonncil, dated Fort William, 12th January 1858. 

No. 49 of 1858. — With reference to Government General Order 
No. 1625, of the 22nd December 1857, the Eight Hon’ble the Governor- 
General of India in Council is pleased to direct the publication of the 
accompanpng letter No, 44, dated 28th December 1857, from Brigadier 
Inglis, late commanding the Lucknow Garrison. 

TTis Lordship in Council has much satisfaction in acknoAvledging the 
services of Captain Wilson, Deputy Asistant Adjutant-General, Lieute- 
nant Birch, Aide-de-Camp, and Captain Barwell, Fort Adjutant. 


From Brigadier J. Ikgeis, late Commanding lucTcnow Garrison, to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, Military Department, — No. M, dated Cawnpore, 
28th December 1857. 

In my report to Major- General Sir James Outram, G. C. B., of the 
operations which took place in the garrison of Lucknow after the 25th 
of September until the 23rd November last, when we were finally 
relieved by the force under the personal command of His Excellency the 
. Commander-in-Chief, I unfortunately omitted the names of Captain 
Wilson, Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Lieutenant Birch, Aide-de- 
Carap, and Captain Barwell, Fort Adjutant. I have consequently 
observed with much regret that these officers have not received notice in 
the G. 0. by the Gov^nor- General in Council under date the 22nd instant, 
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I have ia Iny former report endeavoured to do justice to the', 
merits of these officers, and as they have continued to render me valu- 
able service, I feel assured that they would have heeh prominently 
brought to the notice of the Governor-General by Sir James Outram,' 
G, c. B., but for my inadvertence, which I trust it is not too late to 
have corrected. - . . 

My anxiety that no time should be, lost in rendering justice to the 
officers above alluded to will, I trust, be deemed sufficient excuse for my 
having addressed you direct. 

GENERAL ORDERS hy the Hon'hle the Rresident of the Goimcil of 
India in Council, dated Fort William, S7ili July 1858. ' 


No. 1123 of 1858. — The Hon’ble the Pi'esident of the Council of 
India in Council has much satisfaction in now iiublishing the following 

letters from Major-General Sir 
James Outram, G. c. b.,' bringing to 
notice certain omissions in his previous* despatches. 


See G. G. 0. No. 1C25 of 1857. 


No. 367-A. 

From Major. H. "W. Noeman, JDejJwfj' AdjuianUGeneral of iJie Armj,io iJte 

Secretary to the Government of India, Military Fejoartment,— dated Eead-^ 

Quarters Camp, Futtehgarh, 31st May 1858. i 

By desire of the Commander-in-Chief I have tlie honour' to forward, 
in original, for submission to the Right Hon’ble the Governor-Gene- 
ral, two letters from the Hou’ble Major-General Sir James Outram, 
G. ,G. B., bringing to notice certain omissions in his previous despatches. 

From Major-General Sir Ji.U'ES Outbam:, g.c.ts., late Commanding 1st Division 
ill the field, to Major Nobhan, Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, — dated 
Calcutta, Silk May 1858, 

I have the honor to request that you -svill do me the favour to bring 
to the notice of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief certain unin- 
tentional omissions of which I find I have been guilty in my 
despatches — omissions which I know have hurt the feelings, and- 
which I fear may have proved injurious to the interests of meritorious 
officers. 

■When, on the 25th November, I detailed, for His Excellency’s 
information, the proceedings of the Oudh Field Force during the two 
precedings months, I ought to have stated that, in consequence of the 
.indisposition of Major Galwey, Captain Eaikes.had for gome- time 
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commanded the 1st Madras Fusiliers, and tliat he had entitled himself 
■ to my hearty thanks for the able and zealous manner in which he 
had acquitted himself of his duties. And the omission is the more to be 
regretted, as Captain Eaikes’ temporary accession to the command 
of his regiment, alone prevented his conducting the operations, for the 
admirable performance of which his junior. Captain Grant, has received 
his Brevet-Majority. The fact that two of his juniors have been 
promoted ’for special services, coupled with the omission of his name 
in my despatches, is calculated to mislead those who were not present 
at Lucknow, into the belief that Captain Baikes had not merited my 
approbation. The very reverse of this is the case. 

To Major Galwey and the Madras Fusiliers, it is due to rectify 
a still- niore unjiardonable omission' in my despatch detailing the 
operations which His Excellency did me the honour to confide to my 
conduct during the siege and reduction of Lucknow in March last. 
During those operations the gallant Fusiliers, under their brave and 
able commander, acquitted themselves with their w’onted courage and 
discipline. A wing of the regiment, under the personal command 
of Major Galwey, formed part of the column detailed for the storm of 
Sheriff-ud-Dowlah’s mansion, and they it was that actually took 
possession of the house. 

. . I would also beg to submit, for His Excellency’s most favourable- 

consideration, the merits and claims of Captains Bouverie, Her Majesty’s 
78th Begiment, and Spurgin, 1st Madras Fusiliers, -who, as Majors 
of Brigade, rendered valuable assistance to Sir Henry Havelock in our 
advance to Lucknow, and to m)’self during the . time wo were locked 
up in that city. Their subsequent valuable services while under my 
command at Alumbngh have already been ackuowdedged in my 
despatch. But the zeal, gallantry, and intelligence with which they 
had previously- served the State in the advance to, and during our stay 
at, Lucknow, I had left to be described by General Havelock, who I 
know intended to render full justice' to those deserving officers. There 
is reason to fear that the sickness Avhich resulted in the death of that 
ever-to-be-lamented officer, prevented the fulfilment of his purpose j 
and that they have in consequence suffered in professional advance. 
Under this belief, I venture to hope that, in consideration of their 
having been under my command during the latter period of the siege 
of Lucknow, I’ may be allowed do be the means of remedying an 
unintentional omission on the part of my deceased and honoured 
fiiend, 
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I would also venture to solicit His Excellency’s most favourable 
notice of the good services of Lieutenant Dirom, the Staff Officer- 
attached to Colonel Turner, of the Horse Artilleiy, while serving 
with me across the Goomti. Colonel Turner speaks in high terms 
of eulogy of Lieutenant Dirom’s conduct on that occasion ; and of 
his soldierly qualities I myself had reason to form a high opinion. 
The omission of Lieutenant Dirom’s name in my last Lucknow despatch 
was purely accidental. 

From 3£ajor-General Sir James Outeam, g.c.b., lato Commanding 1st Division of 
the Armg in the field, to Major ISon'^k'S, Deputy Adjuia^it-General of the 
Army, dated Mead-Quarters, Bareilly. 

On the — instant, I had the honour to draw the attention of the 
Chief of the Staff, demi-officially, to the accidental omission in my 
Lucknow despatches of a service rendered me by a wing of the 1st 
Madras Fusiliers, and I expressed m}^ deep regret at having thus 
unintentionally done injustice to a regiment which had, by its 
unvarying zeal, steadiness, and bravery, placed me under tlje deepest 
obligations. I regret to have now to record another omission, equally 
accidental, and equally unjust. I refer to Captain Gibbon’s batterj', 
which was with me throughout the whole of the operations on the 
left bank of the, Goomti, and was, after the night of the 8th of March, 
the only field battery on that side. On the 9th it was actively 
engaged during the whole day, and rendered most valuable service. 
Exposed to very heavy fire, it contributed materially to the capture of 
the Badsha Bagh. And on the 11th its services were put in requisition 
with the columns which secured the approaches to the iron bridge. 
The battery suffered considerably on this occasion, having had no less 
than fifteen casualties, its casualties on the 9th having amounted to five. 

. The omission of all allusion to Captain Gibbon’s battery has 
arisen from my having confounded him with Captain Middleton, whose 
battery I find ceased to belong to my force on the evening of tbe 
8 th March. 

I sincerely hope it is not yet too late for His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief to permit a public rectification of a mistake 
which has very naturally hurt the feelings of a brave body of men, 
and is calculated to prove injurious to their commander, and his 
subordinate officers, whose services were witnessed by Sir J. Hope 
Grant as well as by myself, and are warmly eulogised by that dis- 
tinguished officer, 


CHAPTER YI. 


6IE COLIKT CAMPBELL’S RELIEF OF LUCKNOW, 


Novevfihev 1857. 

Telegram from the Chief of the Staff, Caloutta, to the Officer Commanding at Cawn- 
ggore, — dated Calcutta, 3rd October 1857, 11-30 p.ar. 

I have just received a report that Major Barnston, with 140 men 
of the 90th foot, has been ordered up to Cawnpore from Futtehpore, 
thereby seriously weakening the latter post beyond Sir James 
Outram’s original intention. You are to let me know by telegraph, fpi- 
the information of His Excellency, by Avhose authority the movement 
has been made. 


Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Allahabad, to the Chief of the Staff, 
Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, 3rd October 1857, 11-30 a.m._ 

Y^hen I telegraphed to you, Major Barnston, thirteen officers, 

■ and 296 men were at Futtehpore ; ninety-five men more proceed to 
join, and ought to reach Futtehpore on the 6 th. I have since heard that 
Major Barnston and 150 men have been withdraum by the officer 
commanding at Cawnpore, who states that be has to send a comjiany 
to Lucknow. On this I cautioned the officer commanding at Cawn- 
pore not to meddle with the Futtehpore post, except under Command- 
er-in-Chiefs or General Outram’ s orders. I don’t know on what authoii- 
tj he withdrew the men from Futtehpore. One railway engine runs 

■ 39 ‘ 
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for forty miles on the Gawnpore road. Things are not sufiaciently 
advanced to send two guns and their escort and battery, &c. Ovidh 
rebels concentrating at Futtebpore, twenty miles north-east off, this day. 
Are said to have several gnus, not good ones, and a very large number 
of men. I repeat my request that I may be permitted to take the 
64th Company, in preference to odds and ends of regiments in advance, 
I should like to have 300 Europeans, but if they cannot be spared for 
general purposes, it cannot be helped. Please answer quickly. . 


Telegramfrom tie Chief of the Staff', Calcutta, to the Officer Commanding at Caxan-, 
2>07'e, — dated Calcutta, dth Octoher ISST. 

Send in a statement to me of your strength by telegraph daily, with 
remarks on the communications between you and Lucknow, and the 
country generally. In the absence of directions from General Outram, 
appl}' for His Excellency’s order’s, through me, by telegraph, on every 
subject requiring instant direction. If Sir J aines Outram has not given 
orders personally affecting Major Barnston, of Her Majesty’s 90th Eegi» 
ment, His Excellency desires that that officer may be sent back to 
Euttehpore, ■without his company, to take permanent command of that 
post. 1 see in your statement of the 28th September that 3 mu have 
no cattle at all. Is this correct ? . 


From Captain H. Bbuce, to Colonel Lord Dctkeellin,— Caionpore, Sth 

Octoher 1S57. ' 

I lose no time in enclosing for the Governor-General’s perusal a 
letter I have this moment received from Sir James Outram. 

I have alread}’-, as directed, telegraphed to His Lordship, and also to 
His Excellency the' Cpmmauder-in-Chie.f, the respective messages, and 
my letter to you of jmsterday’s date will have informed His Lordship 
the Governor-General of the departure, early that morning, of two guns 
and about 2/ 0 Europeans, of all ranks, under the command of Major 
Bingham, Her Majestj^’s 64'th Foot, convo\’ing the required commissari- 
at stores, I have done all that General Outram has directed. Colonel 
Wilson has pei’used the enclosure, and, has sent requisitions to Benares 
and Allahabad for troops j he has ordered also that loO men of all ranks 
be detained b}' the officer commanding at Futtehpoi’e, and the remain- 
der (about 100 men) pushed up here inimediately, all in, excess of the 
■150 being moved forward without delaj', as they arrive. 
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We have novr ahoufe 250 Europeans, of all ranks, fit for duty here,, 
and the 100 men ordered 'from Futtehpore may be looked for the day,' 
after to-morrow. 

I understand there ai’o also two detachments on the way up 
between this and Allahabad ; these will of course come on here. 

The country upon the Oudh side as far as Busherutgunge is quite 
free from mutineers, and these districts are undisturbed, except by a few 
petty refractory ,zemindars and occasional marauding parties. 

P. /S . — I hope I need hardly add how rejoiced 1 should have been 
had Sir James Outram’s letter reached in time for me to have proceed- 
ed in so honourable a command. 

Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Catdnpore, to the Chief of the Stajf, 
Calcutta, — dated Cavinjgore, 5th October 1837, 12 p.sr. 

Message of 3-30 p. M., Saturday, just received. The detachment 
you allude to is withdrawn from Futtehpore by General Outram’s 
orders. 

Telegram from the Officer Commanding at Oawnjgore, to the Chief of the Staff', Cal- 
cutta,— dated Cawnpore, 6th October 1837, 11 a.m. 

In answer to your message of the 3rd instant, Major Barnston had 
my orders only to send up 150 men, with due proportion of officers. 
Finding on its atrival here he had himself come up, I immediately 
ordered him back to resume his command ; he left this accordingly the 
same night. General Outram left instructions to bring up troops from 
Futtehpore in the event of their being required ; and as I had to send 
forward a large detachment of 252 infantry, two 9-pounders, with one 
sergeant, one naick, six gunners (European), and six trained Sikhs, I 
found it necessary to bring up the detachment (90th) to Cawnpore. 

jB'ro7n Captain Peel, iZ. If., to the Chief of the Staff, Calcutta,— dated Allahabad, 

6th October 1857, 8 a.M. 

An express from General Outram received. All troops that can be 
-spared from the garrison to be sent immediately to Cawnpore. Colonel 
O’Bx'ien will do so; his own expedition is stopped. 

Telegram frojn the Chief of the Staff, by order of the Commander-in-Chief, to the 
Officer Commanding at Cawnpore, — dated Calcutta, 6th October 1837, 

The Commander-in-Chief finds it necessary that Major Barnston 
should get to his regiment. He will therefore proceed to Eucknow, 
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instead of, as directed yesterdaj’-, to Futtelipore. Two lakhs-and-a-balf 
of ammunition, and about 250 Europeans, have been ordered to Cawn- 
pore from Allahabad. Communicate this to General Outram. 


Telegram from Colonel WiLSOK, io Major-General Mansfielu, Chief of the Staff, 
Calcutta, — dated Caionpore, Tuesday, 6th Octdbe}' 1857, 12-50 p.ix. 

Strength of Cawnpore garrison this day — Men fit for dut}*, includ- 
ing all ranks, 375, officers 21, sick 168, convalescents 73 : total 637. Com- 
munication between Cawnpore and Lucknow only by cossid, and very 
rtncertain. The last intelligence I'eceived was from General Outimn, 
under date the 2nd instant, Baillie Guard, Lucknow, the purport of which 
was communicated by telegraph, by Captain Bruce, to the Governor- 
General and Coinmander-in-Chief. About 2nd October, a detailed ac- 
count was sent by express d&k, both by Captain Bruce, and myself, to 
the military and civil authorities. No cattle whatever attached to field 
artillery 3 about ninety of those in possession of commissariat are 
available for drawing guns. 


Telegram from Colonel Wilsojt, Commanding at Cawnpore, to Major-General 
AlANsriELU, Chief of the Staff, Calcutta, — dated Caionpore, 7th October 
1857, 9 A.M. 

Agreeably to your telegraphic message of 7-40 a.m. yesterday. 
Major B.arnston has been ordered up to Cawnpore. I have this day, by 
cossid, acquainted General Outram of the troops referred to by you, 
ordered up from Allahabad. 


Telegram from Captain Bkuce, {for Major-General Sir J. OuTEAiik^o the Gover- 
nm'-General of India in Council,— dated Cawnpore, 7th October 1857, 11 a.m. 

Greathed’s column defeated the Jhansi Brigade and other rebels 
at Boolundshur on 2Sth. Two guns and much ammunition taken. We 
had 50 men killed and wounded. Eebels had 150 killed alone. Mala- 
ghur captured, Greathed may reach Allyghur on 4th or 5th instant 
and perhaps come on to Futtehghur. The communication with Luck- 
now still interrupted. A native messenger, who left on 4th, reports 
favourably of mlr progress in clearing the city. 
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Telegram from Colonel O’Beien, io the Chief of the Staff, Calcutta,— dated 
Allahahttd, 7th Octoher 1857, 3-35 T.3t. 

Seventy-five men and four officers of a detachment of the 64th 
Foot, under the command of Captain Thompson, started from this at 
sunset yesterday, by wagon train, double marches, for Cawnpore. 


Telegram from the Chief of the Staff, to Major BAENSTOif, Mittehpore, — dated 

Calcutta, 7th Octoher 1857. 

. His Excellency having been under the impression that the party 
of Her Majesty’s 90th Regiment, lately under your command, was going 
on to Lucknow immediately, changed his mind respecting you, and 
directed that you should accompany it ; but as it now appears that such 
was not the Case, other troops having gone forward, you are to remain 
at Futtehpore and command the latter post. If the detachment of 
Her Majesty’s 90bh Regiment, now at Cawnpore, leaves for Oudh, you 
must get to it. His Excellency has ordered two guns, equipped with 
bullocks, to be sent from Allahabad to Futtehpore. Communicate the 
.last order respecting yourself to Colonel Wilson by telegraph. 
Inform me by telegraph what precautions have been taken for strength- 
ening the post at Futtehpore, and whether, in your opinion, two 
9-pounder guns are enough for it ; also what provisions are laid in. 

Procure grain, sheep, and beef for 500 men for two months. . Lose 
no time. 


Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, 
Calcutta, — dated Caionpore, 9th Octoher 1857, 12 noon. 

Strength of Cawnpore garrison this day, 377 duty men, all ranks 
included, also 70 more men arrived to-day from Futtehpoi’e ; 167 sick, 
72 convalescent, 30 officers: total 716. A cossid came in from. 
Alambagh, dated the 7th instant, stating that Major Bingham’s party 
and convoy of provisions had arrived safe there on the 6th instant. 
Communication still totally interrupted between Cawnpore and 
Lucknow, unless by quill cossids, and these very uncertain. I have 
no information yet whether the quill cossids sent to General Outram 
ever 'came to hand. Major Barnston arrived this nmrningin obedience 
to 3 'our first telegram ; the second he did not receive, there being no 
repeating station at Futtehpore. Is he to r( 3 main or return V 
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Telegram from Colonel'^ to Major-G eneral'iikS?,TSi-z%Vt, Chief of the Staff, 

I dated Cawnpore, 9th October, A P.ii. 

Eeceived your message of Thursday 8 A. M. to my address. We can 
procure supplies amply from day to day of grain, also cattle from 
fifty-two to seventy daily. Money particularly wanted, little or none 
in hands of the Collector. No ai-rangement left here respecting the 
treasure chest. I wrote urgently for money to Colonel O’Brien on 
6th, but received no answer. I also telegraphed this officer at 5 A.M., 
8th October, to send up at once as many artillery officers and men as he 
could spare. At least one officer and twenty men must be sent in 
carriages, more if possible. Telegraph the number of men of each arm 
without delay. Up to 4 p.m. to-da}', 9th instant, received no answer. 
In canying out General Outram’s orders, this officer greatly embar- 
rasses me. The Enfield ammunition arrived this morning escorted by 
a detachment of the 90th. 


Telegram from the Chief of the Staff, {hg order of the Cummanderfn-Ohief), to 
Colonel Wihsoi!, —dated Caionjpore, 10th October 1857. 

Do not send any small detachments from Cawnpore to Lucknow. 
'It is not safe.' 

By the 23rd instant, the 93rd Foot will be at Allahabad. By the 
2nd November, Her Majesty’s 23rd and a wing of Her Majesty’s 53rd, 
Send my message by cossid to General Outram to inform him of this. 
Her Majesty’s S2ad has arrived in the river. Captain Christopher 
of the Commissariat has been ordered to Cawnpore from Allahabad. 
Direct all your attention to commissariat, ordnance stores of every 
sort, and the collection of carriage. 


Telegram from the Chief of the Staff, {hg order of the Commander^in-Chief), to 
Colonel 'WiLSOH, Commanding at Cawnpore, — dated Calcutta, lOth October 1857. 

Communicate by cossid with the Adjutant-General of the Army, 
and desire him to send the Head-Quarter Staff to Cawnpore, when it 
is possible. 

As he is not recovered from the effects of his wounds. His Excel- 
lency begs that he will suit himself either by taking leave to the hills, 
or accompanying the staff. 

He is to desire Captain Beecher to proceed to Calcutta, there to 
take charge of the Presidency Office. 
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He will also” desire Colonel Congreve to join at Cawnpore. 

The respective ofi&ces at Simla of Her Majesty’s and the Hon’ble 
Company’s services may be made over to the charge of any officer whom 
Colonel Chamberlain may direct to receive it. 


Telegram from Colonel "Wilson, io Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Sta^, 
Calcutta, — dated Caionpore, lOlh Octoler 1857, 11-20 

Strength of Cawnpore garrison, 10th October — 451) dutj’- men, all 
ranks, including also 77 more meii arrived to-day from Allahabad, 163 
sick, 69 convalescents, 34 officers : total 797. No communication of any 
kind received j'^esterday, either from General Outram or from Alumr 
bagh. Captain Thompson’s Company, 64fch, arrived this niorning. 


Telegram from CoZohpZ Wilson, to Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, 
Calcutta, — dated Cawnpore, 11th October 1857, lO-iO a.m. 

Strength of Cavuipore garrison — 34 officers, 540 duty men, all 
ranks included; 157 sick, 66 convalescent^ ; total 797. No communica- 
tion of any kind either from Lucknow or Alumbagh since yesterday. 


Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to the Chief of the Staff, Calcutta,— dated Caron- 
pore, 12th Ocioier 1857, 11-30 A.it. 

Strength of Cawnpore garrison, 12th October — 89 officei's, 704 duty 
men, all ranks; ] 54 sick, 65 convalescents ; total 962. Reason for in- 
creased numbers is 35 artillery arrived to-day from Allahabad ; also 
125, all ranks, arrived last night from Alumbagh as escort to 148 ele- 
phants and 150 camels,.unladen. 

Telegram from Captain UnvciE, to the Governor-General of India in Council , — 
dated Cawnpore, 12th Octoler 1857. 

Letter of 9th from Alumbagh reports incessant firing at Lucknow, . 
with occasional salvos of artillery. Cannot communicate with General 
Outram yet. The road between Cawnpore and Alumbagh is infested 
by thieves, near latter place. 

Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, 
Calcutta, — dated Cawnpore, 12th October 1857, 2 p.ii. 

Convoy of unladen elephants and camels, with escort, arrived. last' 
night from Alumbagh, detachments previously giving emergent indents 
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from 'officer commanding there for hospital clothes, medical comforts, 
and stores, as all the camp followers, servants, and baggage were left at 
Alumbagh ; food for natives urgently demanded ; 130 sick and wounded 
men there greatly in want of bedding and linen. Escort were not 
molested by rebels, but the animals had to ford the river, Bunnee bridge 
being destroyed. Officers of escort could furnish no information of Gene- 
ral Outram’s force, but state that frequent firings were heard froni 
Lucknow day and night ; a quill cossid arrived occasionally. I have had 
no communication from General Outram since my last report was sent. 
I have stated m3' opinion already about sending small detachments. I 
do not see how these supplies can be sent ; it is only putting more men 
in peril. The Nana is supposed to cross the river to-day or to-morrow 
at Futtehpore Chowrassee. He has about 400 cavalry. Report states 
he goes to meet] Gwalior Contingent marching down. Please to send 
orders quickly about my sending supplies. 


Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to Major-General MANsriELU, Chief of ihe 
Staff, Calcutta, — dated Catonggore, 13th October 1857, . l-lo r.ii. 

Strength of Cawnpore garrison, 13th October; — 4 officers, 723 
• duty men ; 154 sick, 73 convalescents. Reason of increase-r-since yester- 
day a detachment of Sikhs came in with stores from Allahabad. No 
communicatiou received from Baillie Guard or from Alumbagh since yes- 
terday-. 


Telegram from the Lieutenant- Govemior, Central JProvinces, to the Governor- 
General of Lidia in Council, Calcutta,— dated Benares, 13th October 1837, 
11-30 A.M. 

A letter from Captain Bruce at Cawnpore, of 11th, sa3's that still 
no letters were received from Lucknow, but natives arriving report that 
everything was favourable. Sir Janies Outram had been slightlj' wound- 
ed on 25th, but not at all incapacitated from work. Nana Sahib, has 
returned from Lucknow to Futtehpore Chowrassee, opposite Bithoor, 
having had a turn-up with Maun Sing before he left. Fugitives from 
■Delhi at Cheeram-ka-Sarai on 9th. Captain Yule sai's rail will be ready 
to Rhoga, eight miles be}'ond Lohundah, in a fortnight or so. Of the 
53rd, only two companies will go by steamer as ordered by His Excel- 
i — -y -Qommander-in-Chief. _ 
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Telegram from ihe Chief of the Staff, (hy order of the Commander-in-Chief) to 
Colonel Wilson, Cawnyore, — dated Calcutta, 14th October 1857 . 

"With regard to the arrival of the convoy from Alumhagh, Avhafc 
intelligence did it bring, and is the road through Oudh to that place 
to he considered safe ? What does the officer in command of the party 
report ? Answer by telegraph. 


Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, 
Calcutta, — dated Cawnpore, 14th October 1857, 12 noon. 

Strength of Cawnpore garrison, October 14 : — 40 officers, 725 duty 
men, 153 sick, 72 convalescents. No communication received from 
Baillie Guard nor from Alnmbagh since yesterday. I wrote the day 
before yesterda}'’ by cossid to the officer in command at Alumhagh to 
let me know daily every particular connected with the Oudh Field 
Force. No report has as yet come in. All the elephants and camels 
sent down by General Outram’s orders from Alumhagh were handed 
over to the Commissariat. 


Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to the Chief of the Staff, Calcutta, — dated 
Cawnpore, 15th October 1857, 3-15 r.u. 

As already telegraphed on the 12th instant, the officer command- 
ing the convoy brought no intelligence further than that occasionally 
a cossid with difficulty made his way from the Baillie Guard to Alum- 
bagh ; that they heard constant firing, and that they were not molested 
on their road here. As far as Alumhagh, with a strong detachment 
and guns, I consider the road safe. I beg to refer you to my message 
of the 12th instant, more particularly as w'e have not had any com- 
■ munication from Lucknow since, which fact is daily telegraphed to you. 


Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to the Chief of the Staffs, Calcutta,— dated, 
Cawnpore, 15th October 1857, 3-50 r.ir. 

Strength of Cawnpore garrison, 15th of October : — 43 officers, 805- 
duty men, 154 sick, 80 convalescents. Reason of increase since yesterday, 
i — a detachment of 86 men amved from Allahabad, consisting of details 
of all the regiments here. No communication received from Baillie Guard . 
or from Alumhagh since yesterday. A cossid yesterday arrived Avith 
letters from Agra ; he passed at Urrool the remainder of the Jhansi 
brigade of mutineers, much hampered with wounded and sick men, 

iO 
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They numbered about 1,700* men, without followers, nnd be stated that 
tliey had fourteen guus. Tiiey had a quantity of cattle and carriage; 
Their object doubtless is to cross by Sbeorajpore 'or Bithoor into O.udh, 
They are beaten, men, dispirited, nnd disheartened. They are weah in 
cavalry. 

Telegram from tic Chief of the Staff, {hy ordirof the Commanier-in-Chief),to Colo- 
nel Wilson, Cawnyore, — dated Calcutta, 16th October 1857. 

If you believe that the road to Lucknow is not more obstructed 
than when the last detachment marched on, send a party to the relief 
of Aluinbagh, made up to 500 rank and file, with four guns ; the whole 
being under the command of Major Barnston, with Captain Bruce as 
Staff Officer. 

Having thrown in provisions which should be sufficient for a month 
at the veiy least, including a due supply of atta for the use O'f the native 
troops, this j)arty should return if possible bringing back unladen 
elephants and camels, as otherwise they would eat up all the food they 
take. Send some police sowars with it, if you- have an}’’, as scouts, and 
impress upon Major Barnston the necessity of taking every precaution ; 
when returning he must bring back his guns. 

If on due reflection. Major Barnston thinks it absolutely necessary 
to reinforce Alumbagh with a comj)any of Europeans, he must do so; 
but His Excellency is of opinion that if such a step can be avoided, it 
would be much better for the garrison on account of supplies as well 
as for the safety of the returning column. 

From Captain Pnel, to the Chief of the Staff, Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, Friday, 

16th October, 3 v.u. 

The detachment of 53rd Regiment, 165 in number, with six lakhs . 
of rupees and two lakhs of ammunition, have left by rail for Lohundah, 
and thence by march to Cawnpore. 

Telegram from Captain Bruce, to the Governor- General of India and the Com- 
maiider-in-Chief, Calcutta — dated Cawnpore, 16th October 1837, 

Letter from General Outram, dated Lucknow, 18th. He desires 
me to urge strongly the imperative necessity for supplies, to the utmost 

* This estimate is excessive. They had suffered a good deal at Delhi and at Bulandshahr, 
and consisted of only portions of two regiments and a battery. It is open to question ■whether, 
they -were 800 strong at the time mentioned, , . , 
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extent that our escorts from this can guard. Represents how impera- 
tive he considers it that reinforcements for Lucknow be organised at 
Alumbagh, not at Cawnpore, where the assembly of forces would have 
no effect at Lucknow, whereas concentration at Alumbagh would favour 
communication with friends in the city and encourage loj^al zemindars 
to come forward. Reinforcements at Alumbagh can be supplied from 
Cawnpore with perfect safety ; the road so far open, that native police 
posts, as far as Nawabgunge, are unmolested and detachments at Bush- 
erufgunge, Nawabgunge, andBunnee will amply secure the communica- 
tion. Alumbagh is a well fortified wall enclosure, with open country 
around. 

Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to Major-General Mansfillp, Chief of the Staff, 
Calcutta , — dated Cawnpore, 16th Octoher 1857, 11-8 a.m. 

Strength of Cawnpore garrison, 16th October: — 43 officei's, 803 
duty men, 160 sick, 75 convalescents. Captain Bruce received a com- 
munication yesterday evening from General Outram. Contents have 
been already telegraphed. No communication for Alumbagh since yes- 
terday. 

Telegram from the Chief of the Staff, to Captain Peel, P. N., Allahahad, — dated 

Calcutta, 17th Octoher 1857. 

Push on the two companies of the 53rd to Cawnpore according to 
your own proposal. As soon as the four companies of the 93rd are 
equipped, send them without delay to Futtehpore, under Colonel 
Adrian Hope, the two companies now at Futtehpore being forwarded 
to Cawnjiore. Desire the officer commanding at Futtehpore to send 
an exact state to you of the provisions, stores, and ammunition, gun 
and Enfield rifle, which he has instore. 

Telegram from the Chief of the Staf, to Colo7iel Wilson, Caivnpoi'e, —dated 

Calcutta, 17th Octoher 1857. 

Instruct Major Barnston to take advantage of his elephants, on 
bis return from Alumbagh, to bring back such sick men as are able 
to travel . 

Telegram from Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, Calcutta, to the 
Meputg Magistrate of Sherghottg, — dated Calcutta, 17th Octoher 1857. 

• ■ You must not. detain the 93rd on any account; they are ordered 
upon a particular duty. It will interfere with the whole of the 
arrangements. 
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You £ire requested never to stop a detachment on the road going 
by bullock train, without previous authority. The detachment of the 
63rd is amply strong enough for anything that can be required 
of it. 


Telegram from Captain Peei>, JB. iV., to the Chief of the Staff, Calcutta, — dated 
Allahabad, 17th October 1857, 4 P.M. 

I received by telegraph from Cawnpore an order from General 
Outram of the loth instant, from Lucknow, to expedite, as much as 
possible, the two regiments coming up. He does not specify what 
regiments. - 

Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to the Chief of the Staff, Calcutta, — dated 
Cawnpore, 17th October 1857, lO'lO P.M. 

Having made all my arrangements to send off 500 infantiy, with 
four guns, 9-pounders, under the command of Major Bamston, with 
Captain Bruce as Staff OfBcei*, to m.arch this night at 2 o’clock, the 
commissariat were not ready. Captain Bruce informs, at 7 o’clock 
this evening, that the Delhi fugitives had reached Bithoor. They had 
been obliged to divide in consequence of scarcity of food. Each divi- 
sion marched one ahead of the other. The first would probably reach 
Sheorajpore to-morrow, and so on. The Nana is in communication, 
and is trying to induce them to join him at Bithoor, where his valuables 
are buried. Such being the case, I move out with 600 infantry and 
six guns (five 9-pounders, one 24‘-pounder howitzer) at 1 A.M. to- 
morrow morning, the ISth. No elephants. Will carry merely the 
pai-tj', so that I hope to be able to give a good account of our enemies. 
This will probably prevent a number of guns and men being brought 
into Oudh, which might obstruct the movements of our relief parties, 
and I sincerely trust that the Gommander-in-Chief will approve of the 
steps I have taken, and of my great wish to thwart, and, if possible, 
'to seize on, the murderous rebel Nana. The moment I return I will ^ 
then cany out the Commander-in-Chiefs views of sending the supplies 
to Alumbagh, which ■will be all ready to-morrow evening. 


Telegram from Colonel’^iim's, to Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, 
Calcutta, — dated Cawnpore, 17th Octobei' 1857, 12-30 P. si. 

Strength of Cawnpore g.arrison, 17th October: — 47 ofiicers, 890 
duty men, 167 sick, 70 convalescents. Beason of increase, — arrived 
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to-day from Allahabad one captain, four subalterns, one assistant sur- 
geon, three sergeants, nine drummers, and 88 rank and file, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel O’Brien, as escort to 35,000 rupees. I 
have ordered Colonel O’Brien back to Futtehpore. 


Telegram from the Lieutenant-Governor, Central Provinces, to the Governor^ 
General of India in Council, — dated Benares, 18lh October 1857, 9 a.m. 

On the 17th of October, the Delhi fugitives were in the Cawnporo 
District, but within twenty miles of the Cawnpore station. How much 
further off not stated. They are reported at between 3,000 and 4,000 
fighting men, with 14 guns and 80 elephants, and a quantity of plunder. 
The Nana was still at Futtehpore Chowrassee, 


Telegram from Major Stibling, Commanding at Cawnpore, to Major-General 
Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, Calcutta, — dated Cawnpore, 18th October 
1857, 2 P.M. 

Strength of the Cawnpore garrison, 18th October: — 13 officers, 
239 duty men, 25 Golundauze Sikhs, 173 in hospital, 73 convalescents,- A 
party of two officers and 98 men arrived this morning from Allahabad, 
included in the above return. Reason of decrease of force at Cawnpore, — ' 
740 men gone out 'with Colonel Wilson; details sent this morning. In- 
crease of stores since yesterday : — 4,100 lb biscuits, 287 maunds grain, 
450 maunds bhoosa, sheep 121, slaughter cattle 48. 


Telegram from the Chief of the Staff, (bp order of the Commander-in-Chief), to Colo- 
7iel Wilson, Cawnpore, — dated Calcutta, 18th October 1857, 6-30 p.ii. 

Your telegram of 17th October 5 P.M., just received. His Excellency 
hopes that there is no mistake, and that Major Barnston is gone. 

Who have you got in the Quartermaster-General’s Department 
for yourself ? 


Telegram from Major Spieling, to General Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, — dated 
Cawnpore, 19th October 1857, 11-10 a.m. 

The following received from C.aptain Bruce dated Sheorajpore. lSth 
October, 7 P.M. We reached at three-thirty; drove the enemj’^ right out 
of the place which was strong with hardly any resistance, and followed 
them up two miles and continued for a mile and a half further with a 
few sowars but they could nob be overtaken. I suspect their almost 
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nominal opposition was to covei* their flight. Our casualties seven or 
eight. No guns taken, but some ordnance stores. 


Telegram from the Governor- General of India in Council, to the Officer Command- 
ing at Cawnpore, — dated Calcutta, 19th October 1857. 

Yon are requested to forw^ard the following message to Colonel 
Fraser, Chief Commissioner at Agra, with the utmost e-Kpedition:— 
Ilessage begins : — “ The presence of Lieutenant-Colonel Greathed’s 
column is urgently required in Oudh, therefore do not let Lieutenant- 
Colonel Greathed be detained at or near Agra an hour longer than is 
necessaiy. Allow him to exchange some of his sickly and weak Euro- 
pean infantry for some of your fresh men, if he desires it. Let Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Greathed know that his cavalry is especiall}^ needed. 

The reinforcement of General Outram at Lucknow is the object 
which most presses, and you are requested to do everything in your 
power to hasten the accomplishment of this by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Greathed,” 

Telegram from the Chief of the Staff {hg order of the Commander -in-Chief), to 
Colonel WiLSoK, Commanding at Catonpore,— dated Calcutta, 80th October 1857. 

Increase the party going to Alumbagh to 700 (seven hundred) 
rank and file. Let two hundred remain at Alumbagh to reinforce the 
gaixison and five hundred return with the unladen elephants and 
camels. 

Telegram from Colonel WlLSOX, to Major-General Mansfielu, Chief of the Staff', 
Calcutta, — dated Camnpore, 20lh October 1857, 11 a.m. 

Strength of Cavmpore gan-ison, 20th October: — 49 officers, 908 
European duty men, all ranks, 45 Sikhs, 191 sick, and 8 convalescents. 
Reasonof increase,— party of 742 men, under Colonel Wilson’s command, 
returned to Cawnpore this morning from the district. No communica- 
tion whatever from Baillee Guard yesterday. 

Telegram from Colonel WiLSOx, to the Chief of the Staff, — dated Cawnpore, 20th 
tu October 1857, 12-20 r.M. 

The column has upturned after driving the fugitives from Sheo- 
Telegrar. They amouiy‘--'A to 2,500 with 8. guns, but their flight was so , 
te that I regi ^^f'^’ant of cavalry prevented the capture of tho_ 
S"tref?®'’fiC6 store i,-npcd a few horses fell into our bands. Our , 
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Telegram from the Chief of the Staff -{bg order of the Commander-in-Chief) to ColO' 
iiel Wilson, Cawngore,— dated Calcutta, 21st October 18oT> 

Prepare ammunition to be ready for Colonel Greatbed’s guns, 

6 and 9-ponnders, so that he may be able to fill up on arrival eight, 
6-poimder guns, two 12-pounder howitzers, five 9-pounder guns and one’ 
24-pounder howitzer. Also communicate with him by cossid and desire" 
him to cause his commissariat officer to collect as many spare camels' 
as he can and bring them along with him but without delaying his 
march. 

If you have any diflSculty in this let me hnow by telegraph. 

Telegram from Colonel Wilson, to Major-General Mansfiklh, Chief of the Staff, 
— dated Cawnpore, 22nd October 1857, 12-15 r.M. 

Strength of Cawnpore garrison, 22nd October : — 14 officers, 296 
duty men, 13 prisoners, 22 staff and garrison employ, 30 Sikhs and' 
native gunners, 24 band boys, 32 sepoys came up* as escort, 188 sick, 
80 convalescents, 

Beason of decrease in garrison: — An escort of 32 officers, 569 men 
proceeded with a convoy of lorovisions to Alumbngh this morning, 
sufficient for 1,000 Europeans and 2,500 natives, first class scale, for 
one month ; also provision for fifteen days for 576 Europeans, the escort. ’ 
All surplus if not required will be left at Alumbagh ; also one lakh of 
Enfield ammunition and one-and-a-half lakh of caps. 

Telegram from Captain Beuce, (for General Ooteaji), to the Governor -General and 
Coimnander-in-Chief, Calcutta, — dated Caionpnre, 23rd October 1857, d-dov-U. 

Colonel Greathed’s column at Shikoabad on 17th, consisting of two ' 
troops, horse artillery, five guns each. Captain Bourchier’s Battery, two 
18-pounders and two 8-inch mortars, 9(.h Lancers and Sth and, 75th 
Foot, both weak, about 350 each, two Punjab infantiy, 500 each, and 
500 Irregular Horse. Colonel Greathed writes that he expects to reach 
Cawnpore on 27th to take command of the moveable column. 

Telegram from Colonel Wilson, Commanding at Catonpore, to Major-General 

AIansfield, Chief of the Staff', Calcutta,— dated Cawnpore, 23rd October 

1857, 11-13 A. SI. 

Six' officers, '90 men of 5th Fusiliers arrived this morning by 
bullock train. Strength of Cawnpore garrison, 23rd October .-—Twenty ~ 
officers,' 385 duty men, 22 staff employ, 30 Sikhs as gunners, 26 band" 
boys, 32 sepoys, 196 sick, 82 convalescents. No communication receiv- 
ed from Alumbagh or Baillie Guard yesterday. 
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From the Zieitteiiant-Govenior, to the Governor-General,— dated Benares 2itT 

Oclohei' 1857- 

A man of the Intelligence Department who left Lucknow eight 
days ago reports that our prospects there were then looking up. Half 
the city, he says, was in our power, and our troops beyond reach of the 
enemy, but Maun Sing, and what the messenger calls about 40,000 
talookdars’ men, were still there. The messenger said 300 or 400 
footsore fugitives from Delhi coming south tovwards us. When they 
heard of our Gurkhas doings returned back northwards. The Gurkhas 
‘doings were probably the defeat of the party which crossed the Jounpore 
frontier the other day with loss of about 250 killed — 181 bodies counted 
next day— besides many shot in a tank and others carried away in the 
night, our small body of police sowars cut up large numbers. Six 
standards taken. Our loss was seven wounded. 

Telegram* from Colonel Wii.soN, Commanding at Cawnpore, to the Chief of the 
Staff, Calcutta,— dated Catoupore, 24lh October 1857, 5-55 

The moveable column now commanded by Brigadier Hope Grant 
marched 24 miles into this place yesterday, and reoccnpied it without 
opposition. The Rajah fled a few hours before our andval, leaving be- 
hind hmi a good deal of property, a brass 6-pounder, several small 
native guns, and about 14,000 pounds of gunpowder, together with 
Rs. 2,30,000, the treasure left here when the outbreak first took place. 
We march on Bewar to-morrow, and if all goes well, undertake to reach 
Cawnpore by the 20thf instant. A body of mutineers, with eight guns, 
were reported to have taken up a position at Bewar, but are now said 
to have fled. The Gwalior troops are believed to be making for Jhansi, 
and a large number of Delhi fugitive mutineers were at Meerum-ka- 
serai, between this and Cawnpore, a few days ago. Doubtful whether 
to march into Oudh or to make for Banda and that neighbourhood. 
We have received no late news from Behu. Perhaps you w'ould kindly 
communicate the progress of the Column to Calcutta, and also to 
General Havelock if he is still across the Ganges. We have two Iiorse 
artilleiy guns, a horse battery, two 8-pounders, 2-inch mortars, two 
companies of Punjab Sappers and Miners, and about 260 European and 
320 Native Punjab cavalry, 609 Europeans and 900 Native Punjab 
Infantry. 

* It is aifficult to gather from the message what piace Brigadier Hope Grant had occupied, 
tt \ras Mynpoorie. ' 

t By the 20tb no doubt 26th is meant as probable date of Brigadier Grant’s anival. 
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Telegram from B^ngadiev GxTivn'Zi.ri, to tJie~,Secretar^ to the Government of Lidia, 
Some Department, Calcutta, — dated Allahabad, 3rd ]Tovembet\lSo7, 9 A.ir. 

I have the honour to forward the following despatch from Captain 
Peel to rpe, and beg to add, for the information of His Excellency the 
Governor-General, the despatch was opened on the road by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, who wrote on it : “I have perused this despatch with 
exceeding satisfaction.” Extract from two despatches from Captain Peel, 
Camp Binkee, 1st November 1857, 8 P.M., to nie. Please inform the 
Commander-in-Chief that a battle was fought this afternoon near the 
village of Khujwa between the Dinapore mutineers and a detachment 
of 500 men and 2-pounder guns under the command of Colonel Powell. 
The enemy had three guns, were in a strong position, and had a numer- 
ous force. Their position was carried, two guns captured, and then* camp 
plundered. I regret to state that Colonel Powell was killed. The object 
in view having been acconiplished, I shall return to Euttehpore, 

(Signed) - W. Peel, Gaf>t., R-K. 

Gamp Gawnpore, 2nd November 1857, 11 a.m. We have two cap- 
tured guns with limbers and ammunition wagons. The enemy were 
prepai'ed for our attack and sepcji's were in uniform. Our success 
was complete. In consequence of forced marches, we were unable to 
pursue them. We destroyed their camp, left with cheers, collected the 
wohnded, and encamped near Binkee. Our loss is severe. We buried 
Colonel Powell here, and the other dead. 

(Signed) , . W- Peel, Cajpt., R.ff. 


' Telegram from the Commander-in-Chief, to the Governor-General of India in, 
Council, Calcutta,— dated Cawnpore, 9th November 1857. 

I beg to inform Your Lordship that I am now starting to join the 
troops ip Oudh. 


Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Council, to Major-General 
Windham, Cawnpore, — dated Calcutta, llth November 1857, a.m. 

Can you obtain any reliable information of the Gwalior men, as to, 
the direction in which they are moving, and whether in one or more 
bodies, and with what force of artillery ? 
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The intelligence furnished from Cawnpore has been very meagre 
of late. I hope you -will he able to improve that department ; spare 
no expense to do so; Captain Bruce and Mr. Sherer -will help. 

Pray keep me informed of the Commander-in-ChieFs movements, 
and address j'our messages directly to myself. 


Telegram frmn SrigadierWi'L50'S,io the Private Secretary to the Grovernoi'-Geiierql 
of India— dated Catonpoj'e, lltl, JS^ovembei' 1857, noon. 

The following troops have marched into Oudh since the 7th 
November: — ^Naval Brigade, 8 officers and 80 men; 53rd, 8 officers 
and 194 men ; 93rd, 9 officers and 184 men ; Koyal Engineers, 4 officers 
and 84 men ; Madras Sappers and Miners, 2 officers and 100 men. 
Military Train, 4 officers and 57 men ; Bpyal Ai’tillerj’', 6 officers .and 
115 men ; 23rd, 15 officers and 277 men ; 93rd, 5 officers and 86 men. 
The Commander-in-Chief has joined Brigadier Grant’s Column beyond 
Bunnee Bridge. I have received no letters from Lucknow since my 
last telegram. Captain Bruce remains here. 


Telegram from Major-General "WiNnHAM, to the Govomor-General of India 
Council, — dated Cawnfore, ISth Wovember 1857, 11-SO a.m. 

Since the Commander-in-Chiefs departure on the 9th, I have 
fonvarded troops of all arms to him, amounting to about 1,300 men. 
Three companies of the 82ud went on to Alumbagh this morning, 
To-morrow morning three companies of the 23rd, the Military-Train, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Crawford’s Artillery will start for the same. 
All troops now going there go in two days. As j^et I have heard of 
nothing beyond a harmless cannonade having taken place at Alumbagh. 
Brigadier Carthew I expect with his Madrasees to-morrow. I shall 
forward them to Bunnee if no information reach me of the advance 
in force of the Gwalior Contingent. Captain Bruce has already sent 
you a message as to their -whereabouts this morning. , Should they 
cross in force at Calpee, I shall retain the Madras Brigade for the 
defence of this place. I have rather more than 500 Europeans here, 
and about 50 horses, and all daily strengthening the wmrks. As soon 
as anything of the least importance reaches me from Lucknow', Your 
Lordship shall receive it. The Gwalior Contingent Artillery is saih to 
consist of 8 heavy guns and 30 light ones. Tiyelvc hundred of them 
■men and three light guns are certainly at Calpee, 
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From Major W, ’M.a.yk'ew, Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, to the Secretary 

to the Government of India, Military Department, — Fo, 1281, dated Adju- 
tant-General's'^ Ofice, Calcutta, 12th JVovemher 185f, 

in forwarding the enclosed despatch,* and the annexed returns to 

* From Captain Peel, R. N., dated 3rd Government,^ I Am instructed by the 
November 1857, -with eight enclosures. Cominander-in-Chief to remark that ■ 

the action of which it gives an account was peculiarly severe, the loss 
of the force engaged being at the rate of about one to five (1 to 5). , 

2. Success crowned the desperate efforts of the assailants ; but it 
is eiddent, from the very lucid report of Captain Peel, c. B., B. N., that 
the attack was most hazardous, and that at one time the force was in 
the gi’eatest danger* 

3. The troops had been harassed by very long marches, and they 
were not in a state to attack, much less to follow up ani attack. 

4. It is most providential that the 5th Irregular Cavalry, owdng 
to some accidental cause, had not advanced with the rebel infantry 
from Banda. Had they done so, not a man of the detachment would 
have escaped to tell the tale. 

5. Although the late gallant Colonel Powell, C,B„ fell gloriously 
at the head of his troops, the Commander-in-Chief conceives that he, in 
some measure, imperilled his most important charge, viz., that of the 
siege train, and therefore exceeded his duty. 

6. A company of the Boyal Engineers was taken out in this affair 
and incurred loss : and this, in the face of the repeated instructions of 
the Commander-in-Chief, that they should not on any account be em- 
ployed on such duties ; and what is more, instead of being used as. a 
last reserve, they were pushed forward in the front to support the 
skirmishers. 

7. The result, however, of all was success ; and although obliged 
to criticise the disposition of the force, His Excellency gladly bears 
testimony to the brilliant courage, and the untiring energy displayed 
by all ranks in conflict' with the enemy, and in the great efforts made 
to come'up with him. 

8. This fight affords one more instance of what the British soldier 
will perform in spite'of every disadvantage and extraordinary fatigue, 

9. This was a soldier s fight, if there ever was one. 

10. The Commander-in-Chief would especially direct the af ten- 
tioa of_the Government to the raanner in which the command v.-aa 
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conducted by Captain Peel, C.B., K. N., after tlie death of Colonel 
Powell, c. B., at a moment of extreme danger and dilTiculty. 

11. The return of the papers is requested when no longer re- 
quired. 


From Captain W. Peel, c.e., E. N., Commanding, to JUdjor-Ceneral MANSFiEtoi 
Chief of the Staff, Cawnpore, — dated Camp Futtehpore, 3rd Novemher 1SS7. 

I have the honour to lay before His Excellency the Commander- in- 
Chief the details of the battle of Khujwa, with the cirb'um'stances that 
preceded it. 

Detachments amounting to 700 men under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Powell, of Her Majesty’s 53rd Regiment, in charge of siege 
train guns and a large convoy were proceeding from Allahabad to 
Cawnpore and had arrived on the 31st October, after a m'arch of tv;elve 
milesj at the camping ground of Thurrea. The same afternoon intelli- 
gence was received from Futtehpore that the sepoy mutineers of the 
Dinapore regiments with three guns had passed the Jumna with the’ 
intention of either attacking Futtehpore or crossing over into Oudh. 
The camp was immediately struck, and we arrived at the camjnhg 
ground of Futtehpore at midnight. 

Colonel Powell then made aiTangements for marching at daylight 
upon the enemj', who were reported to be about twenty-four miles 
distant at Tthujwa bej'ond the village of Binkee, The column of attack 
consisted of 162 men of Her Majesty’s 53rd Regiment under Major 
Clarke, 68 of the Roj^al Engineers under Captain Clarke; 70 of a depot 
detachment under Lieutenant Fanning, of Her Majesty’s 04th Regi- 
ment, and 103 of the Navaf Brigade under Captain Peel. It marched 
at daylight and -was joined from the garrison of Futtehpore' by a 
Gompan}' of the 93rd Highlanders, 100 in number, under Captain 
Cornwall, and two 9-pounder guns, under Lieutenant Anderson, Bengal 
Artilleiy. After marching for sixteen miles, the- column halted for 
refreshnhent, and then resumed the march at a rapid pace, passing 
through y the viiiag§ of Binkee at about 1-30 p.m., where the intelli- 
gence wa« confii-tned that the enemy was at hand. 

I he tnoops pressedV^^ without interruption, the Highlanders- ad-’ 
■vancing in ■, skirmishing Xpi’der, supported by the Royal Engineers, and 
h>llo-!\ed by 53^.^! j^^inient in column, and then by the Naval 
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Brigade. The dep6fc detachment was with the baggage. We advanc- 
ed along the! road which led straight for the' village of Ehujwa, and 
saw that the enemy’s right o'cciipied a long line of high embankments 
on our left of the road, which embankment, screened by a grove, conti- 
nued towards the village, and that their left Avas higher up on the 
other side with their guns posted in the centre on the road. Wo of 
them in advance, and one on a bridge near the village. 

A found, shot coming doAvn the road, opened the battle at about 2-20 
P.M., and the column was ordered to edge to the right, and advance 
on the guns through the corn-fields, the skirmishers of the 93rd and 
the Royal Engineers pushing on on both sides Of the road. The 
enemy’s artillery was well served, and did gi’eat execution, and the 
flank fire of musketry from the embankment was very severe. The 
gallant Colonel PoAvell, himself on the left of the road, pressed On the 
attack, and had just secured two guns of the enemy, when he fell 
dead with a bullet through his forehead. In the meantime, the Naval 
Brigade had advanced on the right of the 53rd, and carried the 
enemy’s position in their front. It was then that the death of Colo- 
iiel Powell Avas reported to mo, and I was requested to assume the 
- command. The great force of the enemy, the long line of their de- 
fences, and the exhaustion of both officers and men, after such, long 
marches,- rendered our position truly critical. The front of the battle 
had become changed to the line of the road, and the enemy, with all 
their force behind their embankment threatened to intercept our rear. 
I left Lieutenant Hay, R.N., supported by two 9 -pounder guns, to 
hold the position Avhich his party had gallantly carried arid Avhich se- 
cured our flank, and collecting as many fresh troops as Avere available, 
assisted principally by Lieutenant Lennox, Royal Engineers (Captain 
Clarke being unfortunately severely wounded), and by Ensign Traill,* 
53rd Regiment, Ave marched across the road, and passing round the upper 
end of the embankment, divided the enemy’s force, and drove them 
successively from all their positions. 

The enemy then retired iri confusion, leaving us masters of their 
camp, and Avith Wo of their guns and a tumbril in our possession. 

The late hour of the eA^ening (it AA'as half-past four Avhen the enemy, 
fired their last shot) and the ex-cessive fatigue of the trooj)S prevented 
any pursuit. We, therefore, spoiled their camp, and leaving it AAuth 


* Ensign Robert Holt Truell, 
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cheers, formed on the road by the bridge near the village, and sent 
parties to collect our dead and wounded. 

With the body o£ the Colonel on the limber of the gun he had so 
' gallantly captured we then returned and encamped near the village of 
Binkee. 

Our loss in the action was very severe, amounting to 95 killed and 
wounded. Enclosed are the returns of the detachments forming the 
column of attack. 

The behaviour of the troops and of the Naval Brigade was admir* 
able, and all vied with each other and showed equal courage in the 
field. The marching of the 53rd, and the accurate firing of the High-* 
landers, deserve special commendation. 

I received the greatest assistance from Captain Cox, Her ]\Tajest 3'’3 
75th Regiment, whom I would wish to bring to the favourable notice 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, and the arrangements of 
the field hospital under Doctor Grant, Her Majesty’s 53rd, and those 
of the Quartermaster’s Department under Captain Marshall, were every- 
thing I could wish. 

The total number of the enemy was reported to be about 4,000 
men, 2,000 of whom were sepoys who fought in their uniform. Their , 
loss was estimated at above 300 killed. 


I have the pleasure to inform His Excellency that the remaining 
gun of the enemy, with three turnbrils, was brought in this evening 
by the police, having been abandoned by the rebels in their flight 
about eight miles bejmnd Khujwa, and that the sepoys have dispersed 
in all directions pursued by the villagers. 
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RETURN of killed and wounded of the detachment of the Naval 
Brigade, Captain Peel, E. N.j g.b,, &c., in the action at Khujiva 
on the 1st November 1857. 

Futtehpore, 

The ^Srd November 1857. 


Number. 

Rank. 

Names. 

Nature of wound. 

Remarks, 

1 

Lieut., R. N. 

Edward Hay 

Slight wound ofhand ... 

Doing well. 

2, 

Lieut., R. N. 

William Sterling j 

Gun-shot wound through calf of 

leg. 

Doing well. , 

3 

Ord. Seaman 

William Ballard ... ' 

Gun-shot wound through left calf 

Severely, 


Ord. Seaman 

John Connor 

Gun-shot wound of right arm 

Severely. 

6 

A.B. ... 

Morris Curran ... 

Gun-shot wound of loft thigh 

Severely. 

,6 

A.B. ... 

James Finden ... 

Contusion from musket ball 

Slightly, 

7 

A.B. ... 

James Frenoli .. 

Gun-shot wound ankle joint 

Severely. 

.8 

Capt. After Guard 

Edward Baker ... 

Gun-shot wound back part of 
thorax. 

Dangerously. 

9 

Ord. Seaman ... 

John Jordan 

Gun-shot wound through base of 
loft lung. * 

Dangerously. 

^0 

A.B. ... 

William O’Neil ... 

Gun-shot wound of left thigh 

Severely. 

11 

Ord. Seaman 

John Metcalf 

Canister shot through left hip ... 

Severely, 

12 

R. IMarines ... 

Thomas Langston 

Gun-shot wound of left toot ... 

Severely. 

18 

A.B. ... 

William Ashton ... 

Gun-shot wound of head 

Mortally. 

14 

B- M. A. 

1 

Richard Kelly .. 

Gnn-sbot 'wound through abdo- 
men. 

Died on the field. 

15 

L. Seaman 

Alei. Hewston ... 

Gun-shot wounds of hip and abdo- 
nien. 

Died on the field. . 


Eecapitulation, 



Officers, 

Petty Officers.! 

Seamen. 

Marines. 

Total. 

Billed ••• tti ••• 

• ••• 


1 

1 

2 


[■Mortally ... 



1 


1 









Dangerously 


1 

1 



■ s 







1 

Severely ... ... 

1 


6 

1 

8 

p 

.Slightly ... - ... 

1 

,, 

1 



S 


(Sd.) J. FLANAGAN, Assf. Suron,, 

In Mcdl, Charge, Kaval Brigade, 
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Koyal Engineers. 

EETUBN of hilled and woxmded at the action of KImjwa on the 1st 

November 1857. 

Futtehpoee, 

The_ Srd November 1867 . 


u 

V 

■' § 

1 

Rank- 

Names, 

Nature of Mpimd, 

Remarks. 

1 

Sapper 

Kihed, 

John JIalcolm. 



1 

Captain 

AVounded, 

A. J. Clerke ... ... 

Serere, 


1 

Sapper 

John Ancell 

Severe. 


2 

Do ... 

George Singleton 

Severe. 


S 

Do ... 

Thomas Milson ... ... 

Severe. 


d 

Do ... 

George Smith ... 

Severe. 


6 

Do ... 

John Telland ... ... ... 

Slight. 



Recapitulation. 


Killed ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 

Mounded ... ... ... ... ... ■ ... ... ... G 

Total ... 7 

(Sd.) W. PEEL, Capt; R. N., (Sd.) M. 0. LENNOX, Lieut., R. L., 

Commanding Column. Comnmndant. 

EETJJRN of casualties of a detachment, Srd Cornpany, 5th Balta,' 
lion, Artillery, on the 1st November 1857. , 

Camp Futtehpore, 

The 3rd November 1857. 


O) 

Naifies and Rank. 

. Nature of wound. 

Remarks. 

1 

j Bombardier O’Sullivan ... 

Contusion on tlio back troiU rounci shot. 


2 

Gunner T. AVilliams 

Severel 3 ’in left oj’e. 



DnUoi^Jc’drivers, 


Two bullocks killed and 




three wounded. 

1 

Luohmun ... ... 

Slight wound in right arm. 


2 

Hanoo 

Slight wound on right braoo. 


Z 

Dnganoo ... 

Sovorol}’ in right h.and and right foot. 



(Sd.) J. C. ANDERSON, Lieut., 

Comda. Lett., 3rd Co., Gilt Latin., Arty, 
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List of ofUcers and onen of Her Majesty's 63rd Regiment Jellied 
and wounded at the action at Khujwa on the 1st November 1857. 

Camp Futtehpore, 

The 1st November 1857. 


Numbers. 

Rank, 

Names. 

Company. 

Nature of wound. 

Remarks. 

1 

Lieut.-Colonel ... 

T. S. Powell, c. B. 


0 

..I 

*11 

Killed in action. 

1 

Color-Sergeant ... 

Alexander Macfee 

... 

2 

Mortally 


Since dead. 

1 

Corporal 

Edmond Crowley 


2 

Ditto 


Do. 

1 

Private 

John Burnett 

... 

2 

Ditto 


Do, • 

2 


John Cashman 


1 


... 

KiJfed in action.' 

3 


Michael Downey 


2 

..I 

... 

Do. 

4 


Michael Farnam 

... 

1 

«.« 

*.• 

Do, 

fi 


John Gerrard 


S 

• *» 


Do. 

6 

>> ... 

Richard Mc’Curry 

... 

2 


• It 

Do, 

7 

it 

Michael Mo’Danaher 


2 


• II 

Do. 

8 

••• 

James Matthews 


5 


• It 

Do. 

8 


Michael Sullivan 

... 

S 

• »» 

• II 

Do. 


Wotinded, 


J 

Captain 

Thomas Mouhray ... 

0 

Slightly ... 

In the face grape shot. 

1 

Lieutenant 

James W. Corfield ... 

0 

Severely. 


2 

Si ••• 

Thomas Acton 

0 

Ditto, 


1 

Sergeant-Major 

Charles Jaye 

1 

Ditto. 


2 

Sergeant 

Edward Devery ... 

2 

Dangerously. 


S 

fj •*• 

Joseph Heathcote 

2 

Slightly, 


1 

Corporal 

James Noian 

3 

Dangerously. 


o 

Si 

Edward Ware 

2 

Ditto. 


1 

Private 

Thomas Davies ... 

2 

Mortally. 


2 

Si - ««» 

Richard Camper 

3 

Slightly 

Bayonet wound. 

8 

j» •«« 

Henry Porter 

1 

Dangerously. 


4 

» III 

Dennis Creed 

2 

Ditto, 


5 

n ... 

James Collins ... 

1 

Ditto. 


C 

»> ••• 

Uiebard Tobin 

3 

Severely. 

a 

7 

»i ••• 

John Ashworth 

2 

Dangerously. 


8 

j> ... 

George Evans 

3 

Severely. 


9 

'ill 

Henry Miles 

3 

Dangerously. 


10 

i> 1*. 

William Eyles 

3 

Ditto. 


11 

»» 

Francis Reilly 

3 

Ditto. 



42 
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List of officers and men of Her Majesty's 6Srd Regiment'lcilkd and 
^vounded at the action at KMtjiva on the 1st Novemher 1857 — 
(Concld.) 


i 

o 

g 

Rank. 

Names. 

i* 

t 

A 

i 

u 

Nature of ■wound. 

Remarks. 



1 

S 

§• 

-(Conoid.) 

12 

Private 

Patrick Mullins 

2] 

Ditto. 


13 


Samuel Johnson 

2 

Mortally. 


14 

ft *'* 

Benjamin Young 

2 

Severely. 


IS 


Patrick Bedding ... 

8 

Dangerously. 


16 

»} *»* 

Hugh Sciilon 

S 

Ditto. 


17 

>» 

Edward Rogers ... 

1 

Severely. 


18 


John Huina 

3 

Dangerously. 


19 


Peter Me’ Hally ... 

S 

Slightly. 


20 


George Huxley 

3 

Severely. 


21 


George Frary 

3 

Ditto. 


22 

t> *'* 

John McCarthy 

2 

Slightly. 


23 


Edward Barrett 

2 

Severely. 



Recapitulation. 



(Signed) J. GRANT, M.B.. 

In mcSl, charffc, II, M.’s CSrd lies^. 
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RETURN of Icilled and ivonnded of the detachment lender Liente-. 
nant Fanning, Her Majesl/s 64-th Regiment, in the action at 
Khujwa on the 1st November 1857^. 

FdttehpoiiE, 

The 3rd November 1857. 


1 

Hank. 

Names. 

Corps. 

Nature ot tvound. 

Remarks. 

1 

1 Private ... 

1 

1 Cliristopher Gear ... 

6i 

^ Gnn-shot wound 

through head. 

Killed on the field. 

2 


James Murray 

Gl 

Ditto through head ... 

Ditto. 

3 


Thomas Eily 

6i 

Ditto through right 
lung. 

Ditto. 

4 

yi 

Thomas' Gerard ... 

1st B. F. 

i 

Ditto through both 
lungs. 

Ditto. 

S 

\ 

it 

John Hayer 

1 

64 

Ditto through intes- 1 
tines. 

Died after removal from 
the fleld. 

6 

]| 

John Feigh 

81 

Shot through thigh ... 

Doing well. 

7 

1* 

Michael Curtifl ... 

61 

Ditto through leg 

Wound very slight. 

8 

1* 

Charles Moore 

64 

Scalp wound 

Slightly. 

1 

9 

)) 

Daniel Mogher 

Gl 

Wound of thigh 

Ditto. 

10 

If 

John Kelly ... 

isfc M. F. 

j Shot through fore-arm 

Severely. 


Recapitulation. 



Sergeants. 

1 

1 

Coi-porals. 

1 

Privates. 

Total. 

Killed 

rMortally ... ... ... | 

Dangerously ... ... 

Wounded ■ 

Severely ... ... 

.Slightly •„ ... ... 1 

1 



4 

' 1 

0 

1 

1 4 

4 

t 

1 

0 ' 

1 

4 


(Sd.) J. FLANAGAN, A%$t. Sxivpn,^ 

In mcdl charge of (he above Machmejif, 
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BETURN of the hilled and wounded of the detachment, 93rd Sigh- 
landers, and Bengal Artillery at Khujwa. 

Futtehpore, 

The 8rd Novemher 1857. 


u 

Q 

1 

Ecgimental number. 

J?anlc and Names, 

Company. 

Remarks. 

X 

2157 

Sergeant Andreiv Fiddea 

3 

Slightly ; contusion above the right knee. 

s 

3351 

Corporal John Beatio 

II 

Severelj’; gun-shot wound through right 
thigh. 

3 

8020 

.. 

Archibald McKinnon 

II 

Dangerously ; gun-shot wound through the 
lower part oi left side of chest. 

4 

11 

Lance-Corporal John Hender- 
son. 

t» 

Severely; gun-shot wound through the 
fleshy part of left side of chest, not pene- 
trating the cavity of chest. 

6 

3070 

Private Chaides Ellingsworth ... 

.. 

Slightly; contusion from musket ball over 
the right temporal bone. 

6 

28S3 

II 

M'illiam Hay 


Slightly ; flesh wound at upper part of right 
thigh. 

1 

1419 

II 

David Melville 

II 

Severely; gun-shot wotmdof left hand ; the 
ball lodged. 

■ 8 

3790 

II 

Donald Tolin 

II 

Slightly; gnn-shot wound above the right 
ankle jomt. 

c 

102 

11 

Samuel Johnston 

» 

Severely; gun-shot wound through holh 
thighs. 

10 

3248 

II 

Robert Murdock 

II 

Slightly; gun-shot wound through the 
fleshy part of the leg. 

11 

3CSS 

II 

■William Comie 

II 

Dangerously ; gun-shot wound through left 
thigh, also through loft leg, with fracture 
of the bones of the leg. 

12 

3243 

T 

Richard Lindsay ... 

II 

Severely ; gvm-shot wound of the scalp. 

13 

3283 

Samuel Hunter 

II 

Severely; gun-shot wound of left thigh, 
with fracture. 

14 

3^9 

11 

John Brooks 

II 

Slightly ; contusion at right shoulder. 

10 

3«G4 

II 

Michael Shilver 

II 

Slightly : contusion of tho right arm. 

IG 

y 3102 

II 

George Peokner 

It 

Killed. 

17/ 

3580 

II 

Adam McBuin 

II 

Killed. 

> 16\ 

123 

II 

Le\vis Levidley 

II 

Killed. 


\ 


Jiengal ArtiUery. 




^74 

Bombardier Patrick O’SulUvnn 

If 

Slightly : contusion on the hack. 


tOlfa; 

' 

Gunner Thomas WjUinm 

It 

Severely; gun-shot wound through left eye, 
with loss of sight. 


ROBERT JIENZIES, 

4-sst, Stirgn, 








l()-pounder light field gun ammunition | 1 p || 6-pounder shot, round 
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(True copies.) 

(Sd.) E-. J. H. BIRCH, Colonel, 

, Secy, to the Govt, of India, Mtly. Dept, 
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GENERAL ORDERS hy the Right Eon'ble the Governor-General of 
India in Council, dated Fori William, SSrd December 1857. 

No. 1628 of 1857. — ^The Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in 
Council is pleased to publish the subjoined* despatch from His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, dated the 12th of November 1857, and 
the report by Captain Peel, C.B., of the Royal Navy, received there- 
with, of the action with the insurgents at Khujwa, on the 1st of 
November. 

Concurring in the justice of the observations which His Excellency 
has felt himself constrained to make on the circumstances under which 
this conflict took place, the Governor-General in Council most cordially 
joins with His Excellency in doing honour to the memory of that 
gallant and much lamented ofllcer, Lieutenant-Colonel Powell, C.B., of 
Her Majesty’s 53rd Regiment, who nobly fell at the head of his small 
force, by whose steady discipline and invincible courage the victory was 
gained over an enemy very greatly superior in number. 

His Lordship in Council warmly appreciates the valour, while he 
deeply i-egrets the loss of the many brave men who fell with their com- 
mander. 

On the fall of Lieutenant-Colonel Powell, the command of the 
detachment devolved on Captain Peel, R. N., and the Govern or- General 
in Council most heartily offers to that distinguished officer the tribute 
of his admiration for his conduct at the most critical period of the 
engagement, and for the intrepidity and judgment with which he 
achieved success. 

His Lordship in Council likewise offers his best thanks to every 
officer and man, of the troops and of the Naval Brigade, the devotion 
of the whole having been most conspicuous on the occasion. 

Fort William, ■> (Signed) R. J. H. BIRCH, CoL, 
The 23rd December 1857. J Secy, to the Govt, of India, M%ly. Dept. 


Telegram from Urigadier Wilson, io the Private Secretary to the Governor- 
General, Calcutta, — dated Cawnpore, 13th JVovemher 1857, 1-30 P.ii. 

One hundred and seventy-four European cavalry of mountain 
train, two hundred and fifteen' artillery, and six hundred and twenty 
■ ^try have marched from this on Lucknow, since the date of my 


5 Printed on pages 323-326. 
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last telegram of the 11th. Brigadier Grant writes me, under date 11th 
instant, that we advance to-morrow morning 12th, and 1 trust you will 
not he long before hearing of the relief of Lucknow Residency, 

Telegram from Major-Greneral Windham,/© the G-overnor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Caionpore, 13th November 1857, 7 A.M. 

The Commander-in-Ghie£ was to have advanced to Alumbagli 
yesterday, and begins operations in earnest to-day : every man and all 
the stores here expected will have joined him by to-morrow. The 
Gwalior Contingent had certainly twenty guns, and above 3,000 men at 
Calpee on the 11th; this we had from two different sowars yesterday. 
In fact, another division had entered Calpee. 


Telegram from Major-General Windham, to the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Caianpore, IMh November 1837, S p.m. 

News from Commander-in-Chief’s camp at Alumbagh, 9 A.M., the 
13th. After several skirmishes in the day, ending in capture of two guns, 
the fort of JuUabad was taken and blown up. The Commahder-in- 
Ghief communicated with Sir I. Outram by means of a semaphore, 
and will probably occupy the Dilkoosba to-day. The country people 
round Lucknow are hostile. 

Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, to Mr. Sheeee, Cawn* 
pore, — dated Calcutta, lilh November 1857, 5-43 p.m. 

Your message of the 7 th instant received. The Governor-General 
accepts of Scindia’s proposal with thanks, and has full confidence in 
his management. His Highness may also take charge of any other 
assigned districts where the authority of Government has ceased for 
the time. 

Telegram from Major-General Windham, to the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Cawnpore, 18th November 1857, 4-30 p.m. 

I have forwarded your message sent through Brigadier Campbell, 
which came to me this morning, to the Commander-in-Ohief, 4 o’clock 
P.M. No news from Lucknow. 

Telegram from Colonel Ytjle, to the Secretary to the Govm'nment of IndiUj 
Calcutta, — dated Alumbagh, 20th November 1857, 9 a.m. 

The Commander-in-Chief said to have joined General Outram in 
Residency on l7th. Great slaughter of enemy at Secunderbagh ; firing 
still heard in direction of Residenc}^ 
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Tehrjram from ihe Commander-m~Ohief, to the Governor- General of India in 
Council,— dated Gamp Luclcnoie, 20th November 1357, 6 r.jr. 

The gan-isou of Lucknow has been removed, and I am now 
engaged in carrjmig the women and wounded to the rear. I propose 
to move the whole force to an open position outside the town without 
further loss of life. Sir James Oiitram on the contrary desires 
that an attack on the Kissenbagh* should be made, and then to 
continue to hold the position in the town. He thinks that t^yo 
strong brigades of 600 men Avould suffice to hold the town after the 
Kissenbagh had fallen. But I am of opinion that at least the same 
force w^ould be necessary to preserve the communication now maintained 
by me to the Alumbagh, and constantly under the fire of the enemy, 
that is to saj^, four strong brigades would be required, unless it is 
wished that the garrison should be again besieged. 

I have always been of opinion that the position taken up by the 
lamented Sir Heni’y Lawrence was a false one ; and after becoming 
acquainted with the ground, and worked my troops upon it to relieve 
the garrison, that opinion is confirmed; I therefore submit that to 
commit another garrison in this immense city is to repeat a military 
error, and I cannot consent to it. I conceive that a strong moveable 
division outside the town ■with field and heavy arbilleiy in a good 
military position is the real manner of holding the city of Lucknow 
in check, according to our pi'actice with the other great cities of India. 
Such a division would aid in subduing the country hereafter, and its 
position would be quite sufiicient evidence of our intention not to 
abandon the province of Oudh. 

Such are the general grounds for my opinion. The more special 
ones are the want of means, particularly infantry, field and musket 
ammunition for prolonged operations, owing to circumstances beyond 
my control, and the state of our communications in the North-West 
Provinces. The first of these is, of course, unansiverable ; the second 
appears to me an insuperable objection to the leaving of more troops 
in Oudh than such a division as I have mentioned as evidence of the 
intentions of Government. 

In the meantime I await the instructions of Your Lordship in the 
liosition I have taken up. 

Owing to the expression of opinion by the political authority in 
the country, I have delayed further movement till I shall receive 
Your Lordship’s I’eply. 

* 5ic iu original— Kniserbagh. 
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Tclegvamfrom Major-General WiNDHiM, to the Governor-General of India hi 
Council, — dated Caxonjaore, 8lst Novemhei' 1857, noon. 

The Gwalior force ,has certainly begun to cross the Jumna at 
Calpee, and preparations for further crossing are going on ; six guns 
are said to be on this bank. The Nana and his followers the same as 
before. No news this morning from Lucknow. Mr. Devere, of the 
Electric Telegi’aph Department, and two followers, found murdered on 
the road between Alumbagh and Bunnee. 


Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Council, to the Commander-in- 
Chief, — dated Calcutta, 21st Novemhex' 1857, 3 p.ir. 

I have received jmur message of 3 'esterday. The one step to be 
avoided is a total withdrawal of the British forces from Oudh. 

Your proposal to leave a strong moveable division with heavy 
artillery outside the city, and so to hold the city in check, will answer 
every purpose of polic}-. 


Telegram from the Governor-General of India in Council, to the Commander- 
in-Chief, Luchnow (via Catvnpore), — dated Calcutta, 21st Noveniber 1857. 

I congratulate you, my dear Sir Colin, with all my heart, on this 
great and joyful success. 

Pray let me know how your wound is, and do not put yourself 
in the way of another. 

You have effectually inspired j’-our 93rd. I fear their whole loss 
must be very great. 


Telegram from Major-General "SI ihtokkh, to Che Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Cawnjpore, 23rd November 1857, 4 p.ir. 

Not a word from Lucknow for three days. One-half of the Gwalior 
Gontiugent has crossed, and eighteen guns. The force at Shewalee has 
moved towards Akberpore. Captain Bruce’s ijolice were attacked 
at Bunnee the day before yesterday ; 74! killed. I sent Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fisher and 400 of the 27th Madras Native Infantry and two 
9-pounders this morning at 3 A.M. to hold the place for the future ; 
the police having absconded after the departure of the convoy of 300 
Europeans I bad sent under command of Fisher, of Her Majesty’s .53rd, 
had passed to Alumbagh with ammunition. 


43 , 
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Tclfffram from the Comman^cr-in-Chkf, to the Governor-General of India in 
Connell, — elated Luchnow, 23rd Kovember 1837. 

Last night I caused the gnn-ison of Luc^ow to execute its retrcjit 
from the Eesidcncy, covered by the relieving forco, which then fell 
back on Dilkooshn in the presence of the whole force of Ojidh. The 
women, wounded and Stulo prisoners and King’s treasure, and twenty- 
three lakhs of rupees, with all the gjins worth taking away, are in my 
camp ; a great many guns wore destro^-ed before the Residency u-as 
given up, those that were worth bringing having been transported uith 
much labour and made available for our own purpose. The State 
prisoners were brought with us. 


Telegram fi'om Trigadicr "Alisov, to the Governor-General of India in Council, 
Calcutta , — dated Catcnjicrc, 25th Ifovembcr 1857. 

Mr. Shcrev, Collector, communicates to mo as follows: — "Mo news 
from Lucknow. Tho Gwalior Contingent have made a considerable 
advance, as Koer Sing’s men wliom they pushed on before them were 
five miles on this side Akberpore to-day," 


Telegram from Hagor .General XVxKvnAU, to the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Caieujiorc, 2oth November 1857, G r.it. 

Three thousand men arid twelve guns of Gwalior Contingent are at 
Secunder, .about six miles from my c.amp cn tho canal, which is six 
miles from Cawnpore. I should think it quite possible that I may 
liavc a fight to-morrow or next d.ay. Not a word from Lucknow since 
the 19 th. 


Telegram from Brigadier Witsox, to the Private Secretari/ to the Governor- 
/ General, — dated Cawnpore, 25th November 1857, 8 P.JI. 

No rie\vs%^n Lucknow. Contingent have resolved their various 
plans as \o a i^ular a.<fvance either to tho Ganges or on C.awmpore. 
Their first ^vision7\i'^h six guns, at Secunder this morning; their 
third not yeh out of th^Bhogueser Pergmmah. The heavy guns have 
been brought c;,vor tho Ji^nna and are with tho third division. Oi^ 
lorce oil the canal, \ 
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JB'rom Sis Excellency the Commander^in-CMef, to the Eight Sonhle the Governor- 
General, — dated Sead-Quarters, Shah Nujjeef, Zuchnoto, 18lh November 18ST- 
I have the honour to apprise Your Lordship that I left Cawnpore 
oh the 9th November, and joined the troops urider the command of 
Brigadier-General Hope Grant, c. B., the same day, at Camp Buntara, 
about six miles from Alumbagh. 

There being a few detachments on the road, I deemed it expedient 

to wait till the 12th before commenc- 
ing my advance. 

On that day I marched .early fot 
Alumbagh with the troops named in 
the margin. 

The advance guard was attacked 
by two guns and a body of about 
2,000 infantry. After a smart skir- 
mish, the guns ivere taken ; Lieute- 
nant Gough, Commanding Hodson’s 
Irregular Horse, having distinguished himself very much in a brilliant 
charge by which this object was effected. 

The camp vras pitched oh that evening at Alumbagh. This place 
I found to be annoyed to a certain extent by guns placed in different 


Naval Brigade, eight (8) heavy guns. 

Bengal Horse Artillery, ten (10) guns. 

Bengal Horte Field Battery, six (G) 
guns. 

heavy Field Battery, Royal Artillery. 

Detachments, Bengal and Punjab Sap- 
pers and Miners. 

Her Majesty’s 9th Lancers. 

Detachments, 1st, 2nd and 5th Punjab 
Cavalry, and Hodson’s Horse. 

Her Majesty’s 8th, 53rd, 75th and 93rd 
Regiments of Infantry. 

2nd and 4th Punjab Infantry. 

Probable total 700 Cavalry,' 2,700 In- 
fantry, 


positions in the neighbourhood. 

I caused the post to be cleared of lumber and cattle, and placed all 
my tents in it. 

. I made - my arrangements for marching without baggage when I 
should reach the park of Dilkoosha, and the men were directed to have 


three days’ food in their havresacks. I changed the garrison at Aluiri- 
bagh, taidng fresh men from it, and leaving Her Majesty’s 75bh Ke- 
giment there^ which had been so much harassed by its late exertions. 

On the 14th, I expected a further 
reinforcement of 600 or 700 men, 
composed as per riiarginj who joined 
my rear-guard after my march had 
commenced in the morning of that 
day. 


Detachment joined on and up to the 
i4lh. 

T<vo (2) guns, Madras Horse Attillery. 
Reserve, Royal Artillery. 

Royal Engineers. 

Jlilitary train. 

Head-Quarters, Her Majesty’s 23rd 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

Detachment, Her Majesty’s 82nd InfaU- 


try. , • , ' _ 

As I approached the park of Dilkoosha, the leading troop's were 
met by a long line of musketry fire. 

The advance-guard was quickly reinforced by a field battery rifid 
more infantry, composed of companies of Her Majesty ”s 5th,- 64th and 
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7Sth Foot/undev the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton, Her 
Majesty’s 78bh Highlanders, supported hy the 8th Foot, After a running 
fight of about two hours, in which our loss ivas very inconsiderable, the 
enemy was driven down the hill to the Martini4re, across the garden and 
park of the Martiniere, and far bejmud the canal. 

His loss was trifling, owing to the suddenness of the retreat. 

The Dilkoosha and Martiniere were both occupied. Brigadier 
Hope’s brigade being then brought up and arranged in position in the 
wood of the Martiniere at the end opposite the canal, being flanked to 
the left by Captain Bburchier’s field battery and two of Captain Peel’s 
heavy guns. 

Shortly after these arrangements' had been made, the enemy drew 
out a good many people and attacked our position in front. 

He was quickly driven ofl, some of our troops crossing the canal 
in pursuit. 

On this occasion the 53rd, 9Brd and a body of the 4th Punjab- 
Sikhs, distinguished themselves. 

Two very promising young officers lost their lires — Lieutenant 
Mayne, Bengal Horse Arbilleiy, .Quartermaster-General’s Department, 
and Captain Wheatcroft, Carabineers,, doing, duty with Her Majesty's 
9 th Lancers. 

All the troops behaved very well. 

With the exception of my tents, all my heavy baggage, including 
provisions for fourteen days^for my own force and that in Lucknow, 
accompanied me on my march across country to Dilkoosha, covered by a 
sti’ong rear-guard under Lieutenant-Colonel Ewart, of Her Majesty s 
93rd Highlanders. This officer distinguished himself very much in this 
difficult command ; his' artillery, under Captain Blunt, Bengal Horse 
Artillery, assisted by the Royal Artillery under Colonel Crawford, R.A., 
having been in action for the- greater’ part of the day. 

The rear-guard did not close up to the column until late next 
day, the enemy liaving hung on it until dark on the I4th. 

Ever^ description of baggage having been left at Dilkoosha, wliich 
•was occupied by Her Majesty’s 8tb Regiment, I advanced direct on Sc- 
cunderbagli early on the 16th. 

This place is a high walled enclosure of strong masonry, of 120 
yards square, and was carefully 'loopholed all round. It was held very 
strongly by the enemy. Opj)osite to it was a village at a distance 
of a hundred yardsj which was also loopholed and filled with men, 
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On the head of the column adyancing up the lane to the left of 
the Secunderhagh, fire was opened on us. The infantry of the advance- 
guard was quickly thrown in skirmishing order to line a bank to the 
right. 

The guns were pushed rapidlj^ onwards, viz., Captain Blunt’s troop, 
Bengal Horse Artillery^ and Captain Travers’ Royal Artillery, Heavy 
Field Batter}'. 

The troop passed at a gallop through a cross-fire from the village 
•and Secunderhagh, and opened fire within easy musketry range in a 
most daring manner. 

As soon as they could he pushed up a stiff bank, two 18-pounder 
guns, under Captain Travers, Avere also brought to hear on the building. 

Whilst this was being effected, the leading brigade of infantry, 
under Brigadier the Hon’ble Adrian Hope, coming rapidly into action, 
caused the loopholed village to be abandoned : the whole fire of the 
brigade being then directed on the Secunderhagh. 

After a time a large body of the enemy, who were holding ground 
to the left of our advance, were driven by parties of the 53rd and 93rd, 
tu'o of Captain Blunt’s guns aiding the movement. 

The Highlanders pursued their advantage and seized the barrack's 
and immediately converted it into a military post, the 53rd' stretching 
in a long line of skirmishers in the open plain and driving the enemy 
before them. 

The attack on the Secunderhagh had now been proceeding for 
about an hour-and-a-half, when it Avas determined to take the place by 
storm tlirough a small opening Avhich had been made. This Avas done 
in the most brilliant manner by the remainder of the Highlanders, and 
the 53rd and the 4th Punjab Infantry, supported by a battalion of de- 
tachments under Major Barnston. 

There never was a bolder feat of arms, and the loss inflicted on the 
enemy, after the entrance of the Secunderhagh Avas effected, Avas im- 
mense more than 2,000 of the enemy were aftenvards can-ied out. 

The officers Avho led these regiments AA'ere Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leith Hay,Her Majesty’s 93rd Highlanders; Lieutenant^CoIonel Gordon, 
Her Majesty’s 93rd Highlanders ; Captain Walton, Her Majesty’s oSrd 
Foot; Lieutenant Paul, 4th Punjab Infantry (since dead); and Major 
Barnston, Her Majesty’s 90th Foot. 

Captain Peel’s Royal NaA'al siege-train then AAnnt to the fryl'' / 
and adA'anced toAvards the Shah Hujjeef, together with tho 
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battery a;nd some mortars, the village to the left having been cleared 
by Brigadier Hope and Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon.* ' 

The Shah Nujjeef is a domed mosque with a gaYden, of which 
the most had been made by • the enemJ^ The wall of the enclosure 
of the mosque was loopholed with great care.- The entrance' to it 
had been covered by a regular work in masonry, and the top of the 
building was crowned with a parapet. From this, and from the 
, defences in the garden, an unceasing fire of musketry was kept up 
from the commencement of the attack. 

This position was defended with great resolution against a heavy 
cannonade of three hours. It wms then stormed in the boldest manner 
by the 93rd Highlanders under Brigadier Hope, supported by a 
battalion of detachments under Major Barnston, who was, I re^-et to 
say, severely wounded ; Captain Peel leading up his heavy guns with 
extraordinarjr gallantly within a few yai'ds of the building, to batter 
the massive stone walls. The withering fire of the Highlanders 
effectually covered the Naval Brigade from great loss ; but it was an 
action almost unexampled in war. . Captain Peel behaved very much 
as if he had been' laying the Shannon alongside an enemy’s 
frigate. 

This brought the day’s operations to a close. 

On the next day, communications were opened to the' left rear 
of the barracks to the canal, after overcoming considerable difficulty. 
Captain Peel kept up' a steady cannonade' on the building called the 
mess-houso< This building,- of considerable size, was defended by a 
ditch about twelve feet broad and scarped with masonry, and beyond 
that a loopholed mud wall. I determined to use the guns as much as 
possible in taking it.- 

About 3 P.M., when it was considered that men’ might be sent 
to storm it without much risk, it was taken by a company of the 90th 
Foot under Captain Wolseley,f and a picquet of Her Majesty s 53rd 
under Captain Hopkins,- supported by Major Barnston’s battalion of 
detachments under Captain Guise, Her Majesty’s 90th Foot, and some 
of the Punjab Infantry under Lieutenant Powlett. The mess-house 
was carried immediately with a' rush. 

The troops then px-essed forward wdth great vigour and lined the 
wall separating the mess-house from the Motee Mahal, which consists 


* Major C. II. Gordon, 
t Field Mflrfilial Lord tYoliclev. v.e., g.c.3. 
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of a wide enclosure and many buildings. The enemy here made a 
last stand, which was overcome . after an houi*, openings having been 
broken in the wall, through which the troops poured, with a body 
of sappers, and accomplished our communications with the Residency. ■ 

I had the inexpressible satisfaction, shortly afterwards, of greeting 
Sir James Outram and Sir Henry Havelock, who came out to meet 
me before the action was at an end. 

The relief of the besieged garrison had been accomplished. 

The troops, including all ranks of officers and men, had. worked 
strenuously and persevered boldly in following up the advantages gained 
in the various attacks. Every man in the force had exerted himself 
to the utmost, and now met with his reward. 

It should not be forgotten that these exertions did not date merely 
from the day that I joined the camp ; the various bodies of which 
the relieving force was composed, having made the longest forced 
marches, from various directions, to enable the Government of India 
to save the garrison of Lucknow. Some from Agra, some from 
Allahabad, all had alike undergone the same fatigues in pressing 
forward for the attainment of this great object. Of their conduct in' 
the field of battle the facts narrrated in this despatch are- sufficient- 
evidence, which I will not weaken by any eulogy of mine. 

I desire now to direct the attention of Your Lordship to the 
merits of the officers who have served under my orders on this occasion. 

I cannot convey to Your Lordship, in adequate terms, my deep 
sense of the obligations I am under to Major-General Mansfield, 
Chief of the .Staff, for the very able and cordial assistance he has 
afforded me and the service during these operations, and how admira- 
bly the very many and important duties belonging to his situation 
have been performed, for which his high talents and experience of 
service in this country so peculiarly fit him. 

I have also to express my very particular acknowledgments to 
Brigadier-General Hope Grant, C.B., who was in immediate command 
of the division by which this service was effected. His activity in 
carrjdng out the details has been admiiable, and his vigilance in 
superintending the outpost duties has been unsurpassed. 

My thanks are peculiarly due to Brigadier the Hon’ble Adrian 
Hope, who commanded the advance of the force ; as also to Captain 
Peel, G.B„.of the Royal Navy, who has distinguished himself in a 
- piost marked manner, 
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' I desire to bring to the favourable notice of Tour Lordship the 
officers commanding brigades and regiments, and those who have 
been in the performance of staff duties, or who have been marked 
out by 'Brigadiers. 

Brigadier Crawford, R.A., Commanding the Artillery ; Brigadier 
Little, Commanding the Cavalry ; Brigadier Greathed, Commanding 3rd 
Infantry Brigade ; Brigadier Russell, Commanding 5 th Infantry Brigade, 
(severelj’’ wounded), 

Lieutenant Lennox, R. E., Acting Chief Engineer. 

Lieutenant Vaughan, R. N,, and Captain Maxwell, Bengal Artilleiy, 
attached to the Naval Brigade. 

Major Turner, Commanding the Bengal Artillery (to this officer 
my most particular acknowledgments are due — he has few equals as an 
artillery officer). 

Captain Travers, Commanding Royal Artille.r 5 ^ ' 

Captains Remmington and Blunt, Commanding trooj)s of Bengal 
Borse Artillery. 

Captains Middleton, R.A., and Bourchier, Bengal Artillery, Com- 
manding Horse Field Batteries ; and Captain Longden, R.A,, Command- 
ing the Mortar Battery, 

It is impossible to draw a distinction between any of these 
officers. They all distinguished themselves under very arduous 
circumstances, and it was highly agreeable to me to be present on 
this first occasion, when the Bengal and Royal Artillery were brought 
into action together under my own eyes. I wish also to mention 
Lieutenant Walker, Bengal Artillery, in command of a derai-fiold 
battery; Lieutenants Ford and Brown, who successively took up 
the command of the heavy field battery of Royal Artillery under 
CajDtain Hardy, on the death of that lamented officer ; and Lieute- 
nant Bridge, who commanded two guns of the hTadras Horse Artillery 
with great ability. 

I have further to bring to Your Lordship’s notice Lieutenant 
Scott, Madras Engineers, who commanded the Sappers and iMiners. 

I would also bring to favourable notice the following officers in 
command of corps or detachments : — 

Major Ouvr}', Her Majesty’s 9th Lancers ; Major Robertson, IMilitary 
Train; Captain Hinde, Her Majesty’s Sth Regiment; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wells, 2.3rd Fusiliers; Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon,^' 93rd Highlanders, in 


* Major C. II. Gordon. 
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temporary command, Her Majesty’s 53rd Regiment ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hale, Her Majesty’s 82nd Regiment; Lieutenant-Colonel LeitL Hay, 
93rd Highlanders; Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton, 78th. Highlanders, 
Commanding 1st Battalion of detachments ; Major Barnston, Her 
Majesty’s 90th Regiment, Commanding 2nd Battalion of detachments 
(dangerously wounded) ; and Captain Guise, Her Majesty’s 90th Regi- 
ment, who succeeded Major Barnston in his command. 

Lieutenants Watson, Prohyn, Younghusband, and Gough, respec- 
tively commanding detachments of the 1st, 2nd, and 5th Punjab 
Cavalry and Hodson’s Horse; Captain Green, Commanding 2nd 
Punjab Infantry; Lieutenant Willoughby, who succeeded to the 
command of the 4th Punjab Infantiy, on his three seniors in the 
corps being severely wounded; Lieutenant Ryves, who commanded 
the 4th Punjab Infantry from the evening of the 16th; Major' 
Milman, 5th Fusiliers ; and Lieutenant-Colonel MTntyre, 78th High- 
landers, in command of detachments employed in the advance oh 
Dilkoosha and the Martini^re ; Lieutenant-Colonel Ewart, 93rd High- 
landers, who commanded at the barracks; Captains Dawson, 93rd 
Highlanders, Rolleston,' Her Majesty’s 84th Regiment, and Hopkins; 
63rd Regiment '; and Lieutenants Fisher and Powlett, 2nd Punjab 
Infantry, who commanded separate detachments or posts, and whose 
services have, for the most part, been noted in the body of the 
despatch. ' 

It remains for me to express my high sense of the' services' 
performed by the Assistant Adjutaiiu-Geuiei^aro 
'Moi'mau, wlio on this as on every other occasion 
himself. 

I have further to express my -svarih thanks to all the officers 
serving on the general and personal staff of myself and Major- 
General Mansfield as named below ; but especially to Colonel Berkeley, 
Her Majesty’s 32nd Regiment, who attended the Chief of the Staff in 
the field, and who displayed remarkable activity and intelligence ; to- 
Major Alison, Military Secretary, (who unfortunately lost an arm) ; to 
Captain Sir David Baird, Bart., my first Aid-de-Camp, and^to Lieute- 
nant Hope Johnstone, Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General to the Chief 
of the Staff. 

■The remaining officers of this staff w^ere Lieutenant G. Algood, ' 
Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General; Captains Maycock and Carey, 
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Officiating Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General ; Captain Rudman, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Her Majesty’s Forces; Captain 
Hatch, Deputy Judge Advocate-General; Captains Alison and Forster, 
my Aides-de-Camp ; Captain Metcalfe, Interpreter, and Lieutenant 
Alurray, Aide-de-Camp to the Chief of the Staff. 

Mr. Cavenagh* of the Uncovenanted Civil Service, who came out 
from Lucknow in disguise to afford me information, at the imminent 
risk of his life, has won my most especial thanks, and I recommend 
him most cordially to the notice of Your Lordship. 

Lord Seymour was present throughout these operations, and 
displayed a daring gallantry at a most citrical moment. 

I concur most full}'- in the commendations that have been bestowed 
by General Grant and officers commanding . brigades on the respective 
staffs as named below ; but I would especially draw attention to the 
services of Captain Cox, Her Majesty’s 76th Regiment/ Brigade-Major 
of the 4th Brigade ; and Lieutenant Roberts,*}* Bengal Artillery, Deputy 
Assistant Quartermaster-General ; Captain W. Hamilton, Her Majesty’s 
9th Lancers, Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Captain the Hon’ble 
A. H. Anson, Her Majesty’s 84th Regiment, Aide-de-Camp ; and 
Lieutenant Salmond, 7th Light Cavalry, Acting Aide-de-Camp to 
Brigadier- General Grant. 


Captain H. Hammond, Bengal Artillery, Brigade-Major of Artillery 
(severely wounded) ; Captain H. LeG. Bruce, Bengal Artillery, who 
succeeded Captain Hammond; Brevet-Major W. Barry and Lieute- 

Cavaliy; and Ooptains Bunn,,' ^“5 Lancets, 

^ot SUk Woot, Brigade-Majtr;f 

Lieutentant P. st«art, Bengal i! adgades; also 

®actnc Telegraph, rte JT Superintendent of the 

particularly useful throughout. himself 

I must not omit fa 

^kul Sing, 4th Punjab Rifled marked manner, Subadar 
- the 4th Punjab Rifl ^ conjunction with the British 

the most daring manner.' storming of Secuuderbagh 


t General Lord Robert, y 

• g.c.b. 
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Captain A. D. Dickens, Deputy Assistant Commissary- General, 
and Lieutenant AV. Tod Broivn, Deputy Commissary of Ordnance, 
have both distinguished themselves^ exceedingly in carrying on the 
intricate duties of their departments, -ndth very scanty establish- 
ments, to meet the great demands upon them. 

Brigadier-General Grant has made favourable mention of Surgeon. 
J. C. Brovrn, M. d., Bengal Horse Artillery, whose great exertions 
have been deserving of all praise. He has since become Superintends 
ing Surgeon of the force. 

The number of officers mentioned in this despatch may appear' 
large ; but the force employed was composed of -many detachments, 
and the particular service was calculated to draw forth, the individual. . 
qualities of the officers engaged. 

Annexed is a return of casualties ; and a list of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and soldiers who have been brought to my 
notice as having particularly distinguished themselves will be se-- 
parately forwarded, 



JflETUBF of casualties of the Field Force under the command of Bis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. from the 

12th to the 18th November 1857, inclusive. 
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List of officers hilled. 


Brigade. 

f 

Rank and Name. 

Regiment. j 

Remarks. 

General Staff 

Lieutenant-Colonel G. Bid-| 


Head of Intelligence 

• : Ditto 

dulph. 

Lieutenant A. 0. Mnyne 


Department. 
Dwiity Assistant 

Naval Brigade 

Midshipman M. A. Daniel. 


Quartormaster-Ge- 
neral. ; 

Artillery Brigade 
Cavalry ,, 

Captain W. N . Hardy 

G. Wheatcroft ... 

Royal Artillew. 

6th Dragoon Guards ... 

Doing duty with Mi. 

Srd Infantry Brigade... 

Lieutenant T, Frankland 

2nd Punjab Infantr.v. 

litary Train. 

4th ditto 

Captain J. Dalzell 

Her Majesty’s 9Srd Highlanders 


Ditto ditto 

„ J. T. Lumsden ... 

30th Native Infantry 

Interpreter to Her 

Ditto ditto ... 

Bth ditto 

Lieutenant Dobbs ... 

Ensign AV. T. Thompson 

1st Madras Fusiliers. 

Her Majesty’s 82nd Regiment. 

Majesty’s 93rd High, 
landers. 


List of officers wounded. 


Brigade, 


Hank and Name. 


Kegiment. 


Remarks.' 


Stnfl 


Naval Brigade 

It 

Artillery Brigade 


Cavalry Brigade 
Srd Infantry Brigade 
4fh „ 


Cth 


General Sir C. Campbell,, g.c.b. 
Brigadier 1). Russell ... 

Major A. Alison 

Captain I'. M. Ali.son, A.-D.-C. to| 
Coinniander-in-Chief. 

Captain the Hon’ble A. Anson, 
A.-D.-O. to General Grant, c. B. 
Lieutenant 0. .T. Salmond, Order- 
ly Officer to General Grant, c.b. 
Captain J. C. Gray ... 

Lieutenant M. Salmon 
Midshipman Lord A.P. Clinton 
Major F. F. Penuycuicfc 
Captain H. Hammond 
„ F. Travers ... 

Lieutenant \V. G. Milman 
„ A. Ford ... 

Assistant Surgeon H. R. Veale... 
Lieutenant R. Halkett 
Ensign J. AVatann 
Captain B. Walton ... 

Lieutenant A. K. Munro 
,, F. C. French 
Major R. Barnston ... 

Lieutenant E. C. Wynne 
Ensign H. Powell 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. A. Ewart 
Captain F. AP, Burroughs 
Lieutenant R. A, Cooper 
„ E. APelcli 
„ O. Goldsmith 
S. E. Wood 

Ensign F. B. McNamara 
Lieutenant W. Paul 


Commander-in.Chief 
Commanding Etli Brigade 
Military Secretary 


Royal Marines 
Royal Navy 

»• 

Royal Artillery 
Bengal Artillery 
Royal Artillery 


Hodson’s Horse ... 

2nd Punjab Infantrv 
Her Maiesty's 5Srd ‘Regiment 
»> ,, 

» 9 . 

II 90th Regiment 


Slightl.v. 

Severely, 

Sligiitly, 


Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Slightly, 

II 

Severely. 

BangorousTy., 

Severely. 

Dangerously. 

Slightly. 

Dangerously,'' 

Severely. 


93rd Highlanders Slighlly. 

Severely, 


„ J. W. McQueen 

„ Ft F. Oldfield 

. ,. H. Henderson 

LieutenanbColonel C. B. Hale... 


4th Punjab Infantry 


I Her Majesty’s 


IShgliHr. ■. 
/Dangero ns/y 
1 (since deadj. 

/ Severely. 
iD.mgoroii sly 
I fsinee dead}, 
/slightly. 


(Sd.) H, B', NORMAN, Cajif., .i 
/Isst, AdjC.-Gcnh of the Army, 
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T'rom G-eneral C. Campbeli., Commandm'-in-CMef, to the Governoo'-General of India 
in Council —dated Head-Quarters, Camp AlumhagJi, Soth Novemher 1857. 

In continuation of my report of the 18th, I have the honour to ap- 
prise Your Lordship that the left rear of my position was finally secured 
on the night of the llth instant by the building called Banks’ House 
having been seized by a party of the Knd Punjab Infantry (Sikhs) speci- 
ally employed for that purpose. 

Brigadier Russell and Lieutenant-Colonel Hale distinguished them- 
selves much in completing the chain of posts on the l7th and 18th in 
that direction ; the enemy having been very vigilant on that point, and 
kept up an unceasing fire on all the buildings occupied by Brigadier 
Russell, and on the barrack occupied by 300 of the Highlanders under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ewart. 

Brigadier Russell having been unfortunately severely wounded on 
the afternoon of the 18th instant, I placed the lamented Colonel Bid- 
dulph in command of his line of posts. He was killed almost immedi? 
ately afterwards, when making his dispositions for the attack of the 
hospital. 

Captain Bourchier, of the Bengal Artillery, distinguished himself 
by the intelligent and able support he afforded Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hale, Her Majesty’s 82nd Foot, on that officer succeeding Colonel-Bid- 
dulph. 

These very difficult and tedious operations, conducted as they were 
under a most galling fire, in cramped suburbs, reflect much credit on all 
the officers and men concerned, and secured the position. 

The same afternoon, the enemy made a smart attack on the 
picquets covering the centre of the line. 

I supported them with a companj’’ of Her Majesty’s 23rd and another 
of Her Majesty’s 63rd Foot, not having any more infantry at my dis- 
jposal. 

Captain Remmington’s troop of Horse Artillery, was brought up, 
and dashed right into the jungle with the leading skirmishers, and 
opened fire with extraordinary rapidity and precision. 

Captain Remmington distinguished himself very much, 

I superintended this affair myself, and I have particular pleasure 
in drawing Your Lordship’s attention to the conduct of this troop on 
this occasion, as an instance of the never-failing readiness and qiiickness 
of the Horse Artillerv r>f the Ron rpol 
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During the next three days, I continued to hold the whole of the 
country from the Dilkoosha to the gates of the Kesidency, the left 
flank having been secured in the manner ahovementioned, with a view 
to extricating the garrison, without exposing it to the chance of even a 
stray musket-shot. 

From the first, all the arrangements have been conducted towards 
this end. The whole of the force under my immediate, command 
being one outlying picquet, every man remained on duty, and was con- 
stantly subject to annoyance from the enemy’s fire ; but such was the 
vigilance and intelligence of the force, and so heartily did all ranks co- 
operate to support me, that I was enabled to conduct this affair to a 
happy issue, exactly in the manner originally proposed. 

Upon the 20th fire •'was opened on the Kaiserbagh, which gradually 
increased in importance, till it assumed the character of regular breach- 
ing and bombardment. 

The Kaiserbagh was breached in three places by Captain Peel, E,. N., 
and I have been told that the enemy suffered much loss within its 
precincts. Having thus led the enemy to believe that immediate 
assault was contemplated, orders were issued for the retreat of the 
garrison through the lines of our picquets at midnight on the 22nd. 

The ladies and families, the wounded, the treasure, the guns it 
was thought worth while to keep, the ordnance stores, the grain still 
possessed by the commissariat of the garrison, and the State prisoners, 
had all been previously removed. 

Sir James Outram had received orders to burst the guns which it 
was thought undesirable to take away ; and he was finally directed 
silently to evacuate the Residency of Lucknow at the hour indicated. 

The dispositions to cover their retreat and to resist the enemy, 
should he pursue, were ably carried out by Brigadier Hon’ble Adrian . 
Hope ; but I am happy to say the enemy was completely deceived, and 
he did not attempt to follow. On the contrary he began firing on our 
old positions, many hours after we had left them. The movement of 
retreat was admirably executed and was a perfect lesson in such combi- 
nations. , ' , ' , 

Each exterior line came gradually retiring through its supports, 
till at length nothing remained but the last line of infantry and guns, 

with which I was myself to crush the enemy if he had dared to follow 
rqr the picquets. 
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The onl}’- line of retreat lay througli a long and tortuous lane, and 
all these precautions were absolutely necessary to ensure the safety of 
the force. 

The extreme posts on the left, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hale, 
Her Majesty’s 82nd ; Lieutenant-Colonel Wells, Her Majesty’s 23rd 
Foot ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Ewart, Her, Majesty’s 93rd Highlanders, 
made their way by a road which had been explored for them, after I 
considered that the time had arrived, with due regard to the security of 
the whole that their posts should be evacuated. 

It was my endeavour that nothing should be left to chance, and 
the conduct of the officers in exactly carrying out their instructions 
was beyond all praise - 

During all these operations, from the 16th instant, the remnant 
of Brigadier Greathed’s brigade closed in the rear, and now again formed 
the rear-guard as we retired to Dilkoosha. 

Dilkoosha was reached at 4< A. M. on the 23rd instant. by the whole 
force. 

I must not forget to mention the exertions of the cavalry during 
all the operations which have been described. 

The exertions of Brigadier Little and of Major Ouvr}’-, respectively, 
of the Cavalry Brigade and the 9th Lancers, were unceasing in keeping 
up our long line of communications, and preserving our extreme rear 
beyond the Dilkoosha, which -was constantly threatened. 

On the 22nd the enemy attacked at Dilkoosha ; but was speedily 
driven off under, Brigadiffi’ Little’s orders. 

The officers commanding the irregular cavalry, Lieutenants 
Watson, Younghusband, Probyu, and Gough, as well as all the officers 
of the 9th Lancers, were never out of the saddle during all this time, 
and well maintained the character they have won throughout the war. 

I moved with General Grants division to Alumbagh on the after- 
noon of the 24th, leaving Sir James Outram’s division in position at 
Dilkoosha, to prevent molestation of the immense convoy of the women 
.and wounded, which it was necessary to transport with us. Sir James 
Outram closed up this day without annoyance from the enemy. 
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List of officer killed. 


Brigade. 

Hank and Name. 

j Begimont. 

Bemnrks, 

4th Brigada 

Lieutenant Benjamin Saudwith ... 

1 Her Majesty's eith Regiment. , 

1 


List of officer ivounded. 

Brigade. 

Bank and Name. 

Begiiiient. j 

Eemarks. 

Artillery 

Lieutenant H, 13. Hamngton ... 

Bengal Artillery 

Severely. 


QE2\ERAL OllDERlS by His Excellency the Commander-in- Chief 
dated Head-Quarters , La Martiniere, Luchnoio, SSrd Eovemher 
1867. 


The Comraander-iQ-Chief has reason to be thankful to the force 
he conducted for the relief of the garrison of Lucknow. 

2. Hastily assembled, fatigued by forced marches, but animated 
by a common feeling of determination to accomplish the duty before 
them, all ranks of this force have compensated for their small number, 
in the execution of a most difficult duty, by unceasing exertions. 

3. From the morning of the 16th till last night, the whole 
force has been one outlying picquet, never out of fire, and covering 
an immense extent of ground, to permit the garrison to retire 
scatheless and in safety, covered by the whole of the relieving 
force. 

4. That ground was won by fighting as liard as it ever fell to 
the lot of the Commander-in-Chief to witness, it being necessary to 
bring up the same men over and over again to fresh attacks j and it is 
with the greatest gratification that His Excellency declares he never 
saw men behave better. 

5. The storming of the Secunderbagh and the Shah Nujeef 
has never been surpassed in daring, and the success of it was most 
brilliant and complete. 

6. The movement of retreat of last night, by which the final 
rescue of the garrison was effected, was a model of discipline and 
exactness. The consequence was that the enemy was completely 
deceived, and the force retired bj' a narrow, tortuous lane, the onlj' line' 

''treat open, in the face of 50,000 enemies, without molestation. 
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7. The Commander-in-Chief. offers his sincere thanks to ^ilajor- 
General Sir Janies Outram, G.C.B., for the happy manner in which 
he planned and carried out his arrangements for the evacuation of 
the Residency of Lucknow. 

By Order of His Excellency the Commander-iu-Chief. 

(Sd.) W. Mathew, If a/., 
T)eipy. Adjt.~Genl. of the Army, 

QEN'EIIAIj order by th6 Right IJon'htc ths Govcrnov-O-encro,!. of 
India in Council, dated Fort William, lOth December 1857, 

No. T546 of 1857. — The Right Hon’ble the Governor-General 
in Council directs that the accompanying* despatches from His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, which reached the Government 
of India last night, be at once published in General Orders. 

These despatches declare the signal defeat of the rebels in the 
City of Lucknow, and the completely successful rescue of the women 
and children, sick and wounded, together with their heroic defenders, 
from the long-beleaguered Residency. 

Of the military operations described in them the Governor- 
General in Council will not presume to speak. They are explained 
fully and clearly, and every sentence beam proof of their having been 
guided by a master hand, and of that unbounded mutual confidence 
between the soldiers and their commander, which, as it is the growth 
of past dangers and triumphs shared in common, so is it the assurance 
of victories yet to come. 

Most heartily does the Governor-General in Council congratulate 
the Commander-in-Chief and his brave companions in arms upon the 
first fruits of their brilliant achievement. To have been the instru- 
ments thvough which, by God’s blessing, the inmates of the Lucknow 
Residency have, in the face of extraordinary difficulties, and in the 
presence of a numerous enemy, been snatched from danger and 

placed in securit3% will be a life-long source of pride and satisfaction 

to every man who has had part in the work. 

To General Sir Colin Campbell, g.c.b., the fearless, skilled and 
sound-judging leader in this anxious enterprise, his country owes a new ' 
debt of gratitude. In the name of the Government of India the 
Governor- General in Council desires to record his deep obligations to 
His Excellency. 


* . Printed on pages 339-354. 
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The Governor-General in Council offers his most cordial thanks 
to Major- General Mansfield, Chief -of -the Staff, to -whose ability and 
esjrerience the Cominander-in-Chief expresses himself so deeply in- 
debted for the most v'aluable assistance throughout these operations. 

To Brigadier-General Hope Grant, C.B., who immediately 'com- 
manded the division employed. His Lordship in Council tenders 
his warm acknowledgments, for the very admirable manner in which 
he performed the arduous duties of diis command, fi’his well-tried 
officer had already greatly distinguished himself in the operations 
before Delhi, and has received the public thanks of Government. 

The Governor-General in ‘Council recognises with great satis'fixction 
Hie conspicuously gallant conduct of Brigadier the Hoh’ble Adrian 
Hope, 93rd Highlanders, who is repeatedly brought to notice in these 
despatches. 

To Captain Peel, CB., of the Poyal Navy, whose exemplary 
coolness and energetic courage ai’e so prominently mentioned by the 
Commander in-Chief, the 'most sincere thanks of Government are 
offered. To no officer are they more eminently due. 

The officers commanding brigades and regiments have merited 
the acknowledgments of the Governor-General in Council, and he has 
much satisfaction in thus tendering his thanks to Brigadier Crawford, 
R.A., Commanding the Artillery; to Brigadier Little, 9 t'h Lancers, 
Commanding the Cavalr}”^; to Brigadier Greathed, Her Majesty’s 8th 
Begiment, who having, in a series of important successes, led a column 
of troops from Delhi, after the capture of that city, to Cawnpore, 
has now further distinguished himself in the relief of Lucknow; to 
Brigadier Russell, S4th Foot, who was severely wounded while com- 
manding the 3rd Infantry Brigade; to Lieutenant Lennox, R. E., 
Acting Chief Engineer'; to Lieutenant Vaughan, R. A., "vdio served 
■nith the Naval Brigade ; to Major Turner, Commanding-the Bengal 
Artilier}^ in ■whose praise the 'Commander -in-Chief has so ■warmly 
expressed himself ; to Captain Travers, Commanding the Royal Ai'til- 
lery; to Captains Remmington and Blunt, Commanding troops of 
Bengal Horse Artillery ; and Captain lilaxwell, Aitilleiy, attached to 
the Naval Brigade ; to Captains Middleton, R A., and Bourchier, 
Bengal Artillery, who so ably commanded field batteries ; and to 
Captain Lbugden, R. A., Commanding the Mortar Battery. 

The Governor-General in Council cordially concurs with the - 
Commaader-in-Chlef in eulogy bestowed by His Excellency on the 


GENERAL ORDER BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL 35T 


Roval Artillery and on that of Bengal and Madras, who emulated one 
another, andivere alike distinguished in rendering the most conspicuous 
and important services in these memorable operations. 

His Lordship in Council offers his thanks to Lieutenants Walker, . 
Bengal Artillery, Ford and Brown, R. A., who commanded batteries ; ■ 
to Lieutenant Bridge, ivho ably commanded the guns of the Madras 
Horse Artillery ; to Lieutenant Scott, Madras Engineers, in command 
of the Sappers and Minei-s. ^ 

The thanks of Government are also due to Major Ouvry, Com- 
manding 9th Lancers ; to Major Robertson, Commanding Military 
Train j to Lieutenant-Colonels Wells, ' Commanding 23rd Fusiliers; 
Gordon, 93rd Highlanders, in temporary command Her Majesty’s 
53rd Regiment; Hale, Commanding Her Majesty’s 82nd Regiment ; 
Leith HajL Commanding 93rd Highlanders ; Hamilton, Commanding 
VSth Highlanders, and who led the 1st Battalion of detachments ; 
and to Major Barnston, Her Majesty’s 90th Foot, Commanding 2nd 
Battalion of detachments, whose services, together with those of the 
other officers commanding corps named above, are repeatedly brought 
to the favourable notice of Government, and who, it is observed with 
great regret, was dangerously wounded. 

The Governor- General in Council has to regret the loss of Captain 
~ Hard^L who commanded the heavy field battery of the Royal Ai-tillery. 

His Lordship in Council acknowledges the merits of Lieutenants 
Watson, Probyn, Younghusband, and Gough, Commanding detach- 
ments of Punjab Cavalry and Hudson’s Horse; of Captain Green,’ 
Commanding 2od Punjab Infantry ; of Lieutenant Willoughb}', 4th 
Punjab Infantry ; of Lieutenant Ryves, who commanded the same 
corps towards the conclusion of the operations ; of Major Milman, 5th 
Fusiliers ; and Lieutenant-Colonel kl’Intyre, 78th Highlanders, wdio‘ 
commanded- detachments conspicuously; of Lieutenant-Colonel Ewart, 
93rd Highlanders, who commanded at the barracks; of Captains 
Dawson, 93rd Highlanders ; Rolleston, 84!th Foot ; and Hopldns, 53rd 
Regiment; and of Lieutenants Fisher and Powlett, 2nd Punjab 
Infantry— all of whom bravely and effectively commanded separate 
detachments or posts. 

To Captain Norman, Assistant Adjutant-General of the Arm 3 ', the 
Commander-in-Chief has recorded his warm acknowledgments, and' the 
Governor-General in Council cordially concurs in recognising the highly- 
distinguished services rendered, not for the first time, by this officer.. 
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The Governor-General in Council offers his thanks to Colonel 
Berkeley, Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot ; to Major Alison, Military Secretary 
to the Coininander-in-Chief (very severely wounded) ; to Captain Sir 
David Baird, Bavt., Aide-de-Camp ; and to Lieutenant Hope Johnstone, 
Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General to the Cliief of the Staff. 

His Lordship in Council has also to thank Lieutenant Algood, 
Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General ; Captains Maj-cock and Carey,, 
of the same department ; Captain Rudman, of the Adjutant-General’s 
Department, Her Majesty’s Forces ; Captain Hatch, Deputy Judge- 
Advocate-General ; Captains Alison and Forster, Aides-de-Camp to the 
Commander-in-Chief ; Captain Metcalfe and Lieutenant Murra)^ on His 
Excellency’s Personal Staff ; Captain Cox, 7 5th Foot, Brigade-Major ; 
Lieutenant Roberts,* Bengal Artillery, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- 
General ; Captain Hamilton, 9th Lancers, Deput)’^ Assistant Adjutant- 
' General ; Captain the Hon’ble A. H. Anson, Her Majesty’s S4.th, Aide- 
de-Camp ; and Lieutenant Salmond, 7th Light Cavahy, Acting Aide-de- 
Camp to Brigadier-General Grant ;• Captain Hammond, Bengal Artil- 
lery, Brigade-Major of Artillery (who was severe!}’’ wounded) ; Captain 
H. LeG. Bruce, Brevet-Major Barry, and Lieutenant Bunny, Staff 
Officers of the Royal and Bengal Artillery; Lieutenant Watson, Bengal 
Engineers, Brigade-Major of Engineers ; Captain Sarel, 17 bh Lancers, 
Brigade- Major of Cavalry ; and Caj)tains Baunatyue, 8th Foot, and 
Lightfoot, 84th Foot, Brigade- Majors of Infantry ; as well as Lieutenant 
P. Stewart, Bengal Engineers, Superintendent of the Electric Tele- 
graph, whom the Commander-in-Chief mentions with much j^raise. 

The acknowledgments of Government are also due to Captain 
Dickens, Commissariat Department, and to Lieutenant Tod Brown, 
Ordnance Commissariat, who have rendered distinguished service, and 
given much satisfaction to the Coramander-in-Chief in the discharge 
of their duties. 

Of the services of Surgeon J. C. Brown, attached to the Bengal 
Artillery, since become Superintending Surgeon, His Excellency spealcs 
in high terms, and it gives satisfaction to the Governor-General in 
Council to acknowledge this officer’s merit. 

His Lordship in Council has to record wdth much regret the death 
of Colonel Biddulph, 45th Bengal Native Infantry, to whose conduct 
the Commander-in-Chief bears testimony. 


* Gcncrnl Lord Rotcrti, V.C., c.c.n. 
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It is with much gratification that the Governor-General in Council 
recognises the distinguished bravery of Subadar Gokul Sing, 4th Pun- 
jab Rifles, at the storming of Secunderbagh, The services of this 
gallant Native officer will he duly rewarded. - ■ 

^’he Commander-in-Chief speaks in high terms of the daring con- 
duct of Lord Seymour, who, as a volunteer, joined the Commander-in- 
Chief and was present throughout the operations before Lucknow. 
The thanks of the Governor-General in Council are due to Lord 
Seymour for .the good service which he has freely rendered. 

His Excellency mentions with just appreciation the valuable aid 
which he received from Mr. Cavenagh,'^ of the XJncovenanted Civil 
Service ; and the Governor-General in Council ofifers his special thanks 
to Mr. Cavenagh, whose conduct will he borne in mind by Government. 

To the brave and indomitable troops of all arms, ■who took part in 
the glorious operations described by the Commander-in-Chief, and to 
their comrades of the Naval Brigade, unsurpassed in gallantry and 
devotion to their dutj'-, the Governor-General in Council cordially offers 
the tribute of his warmest acknowledgments. Under their honoured 
leader they have achieved signal success, and it will be the first care of 
the Governor-General in Council to bring to the favourable notice of the 
Government and of the Hon’ble Court of Directors the important 
services and high deserts of General Sir Colin Campbell, g.c.b., and 
of the officers and men who have borne part in the last operations at 
Lucknow. 

(Sd.) R. J. H. BIECff, 

Sec^. to the Govt, of India, Mill/. Dept, 

Telegram from Major-General ‘Windham, to the Govemior-General of India in 
Council,— dated Caivnpore, 26th November 1857, 1-50 p.m. 

I this morning attacked the first division of the Gwalior Contingent, 
amounting to upwards of 3,000, with two 18-inch iron howitzers and 
two light field guns, upon the Pandoo River, eight miles from Cawnpore ; 
after a sharp fight of one hour-and-a-half, we completely routed them, 
and captured all but one light gun. I will write particulars on my re- 
turn to Cawnpore this afternoon. 

Telegram from Major-General Windham, to the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Caienpore, 27 tk November 1857, 10 a.M. 

All going on ivell at Aliimbagh. General Havelock died two 
days ago. 


* Mr. Thomas Kavauogh, V. C. 
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Telegram from Captain BiitJCi?, fo the Governor-General of India in Council,— 
dated Cawnpore, 27th. Novemhei' 1857, 10 Aar. 

I am desired by the Commaoder-iu-Chief to tra'nsmit the follcw- 
ing to Your Lordship, dated Ahrmbagh, November 24'th : — 

“ I have arrived here with all the long convoy attendant upon the 
rescued garrison. I propose to march the day after tO-morrow for 
Bunnee, leaving Sir Janies Outram ivith a division, which will be com- 
plete in all details except carriage.” 


Telegram from Brigadier CAiiPBEr.L, ta Lord Dunkellin, Militarg Ser.retarg 
to the Governor-General, Calcutta,— dated Allahahad, 29th Novemher 1857, , 
8-5 A.M. 

.The communication between Futtehpore and Cawnpore is cut off 
by road and telegraph. The G.walior Contingent is near Cawnpore in 
three divisions, it is said ; and it was reported at 1-30 yesterday that 
heav'y firing in the direction of Cawnpore ivas heard at Futtehpore. 


Telegram from the Commander-hi-Chief, to the Governor-General of Tndig in 
Council,— dated Cawnpore, 29th November 1857. 

Having heard that Caivnpore was besieged, I marched in thirty- 
six miles, arriving at dark yesterday. Cawnpore is now relieved, and 
the rebels apparently commencing a retreat. I am engaged in bring- 
ing my long convoy of families, and women and wounded men, from 
the left bank of the Ganges. I cannot act decidedly against the enemy 
until I have seen them on their way to Allahabad. 

Telegram from Brigadier GxiivrtBiT., to the Governor-General of India in Council, 

—dated Allahabad, 30th November 1857, 10-50 A.M. , 

I have received the Governor-General’s message and forwarded 
it by telegraph to Colonel Maxwell at Futtehpore, to be sent from there. 

I will also send a cossid from here with a copy. 

The firing at Cawnpore ceased at S P.M. yesterday. A force^ is 
being collected by Eambush opposite Sheorajpore, and threatening 
Futtehpore. 


Telegram .from Brigadier Cajipbet.e, to the Militarg Secretary to the Governor- 
General of India, — dated Allahabad, 30th November 1857, 2-10 P.n. 

Beccived the following from Colonel Maxwell : — • 

*' The Europeans did not go from this, ^fagistrate here has heard 
that 1,000 Europeans arrived at Cawnporo the evening before last, and 
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more -were expected shortly. The story is likely to be true, but has 
come through several mouths. A spy has just come in from Cawnpore,' 
which he left at 10 A.Jt. yesterday ; he only went as far as the nearest 
battery in ISTawabgungOj close to the canal, and about 800 yards from 
entrenchment. He says he counted the enemy’s guns, twenty-seven ; 
each had two Avagons, with country carts near them. The guns of 
different sizes,^ some of them mortars. He says Avhen he left, immense 
deal of firing was going on, ours muchi the heaviest and doing frightful 
execution. He knows nothing about reinforcements from Lucknow ; 
no enemy on this side of Cawnpore, except a few soAvars in its envi- 
rons. 


Telegram from C. Chesteh, Esq., Commissioner of Allahalad, to the Secretary to 

the Government of India, — dated Allahabad, 1st December 1857, 8-2 p.ir. 

The Gwalior Contingent attacked NaAvabgunge, near CaAAmpore, 
on the 27 th ultimo. The British troops retired into the entrenchment, 
and on the night of the 27 th the rebels burnt down the camps of the 
34th, 82nd and 88th Begiments. On the 2Sth they attacked the en- 
trenchments from the canal and the Subadars’ Tank. A sortie made 
against the assailants from the canal Avas most successful. The Rifles 
beat back the rebels, and brought in tAvo of their 18-pounder guna 
The fire of the rebels from the Subadars’ Tank Avas also quite silenced, 
but our extreme right and the 64th Regiment suffered very severely. 

Brigadier Wilson is killed and Major Stirling badly wounded. 

Sir Colin Campbell arrived at CaAvnpore at 5 P.]\I. of the 28th. 

The ladies and children of the Lucknow garrison encamped ■ four 
miles from CaAvnpore. ■ 

Telegram from Brigadier CAiiPBELt,, to Lobd DaNKEEtiN, Military Secretary to- 
the Governor-General of India,— dated Allahabad, 1st December 1857, 10-15 a.ii. 

Commissioner Chester has received a letter from Commissioner, 
dated November 29th. The Rifles have taken tAvo 18-pounders. 
Brigadier Wilson is killed. Major Stirling and Captain Morphy badly 
wounded. Cavalry, &c., hourly expected from LuckuoAA^ Treasure and 
store safe in entrenchment. The Commander-In-Chief arrived at 6 p. ii. 
on 2Sth. The Avomen were encamped AA'ithin four miles of CaAvnpore. 
The camps of 34th, 80th* and S2nd Avere burnt bj^ the enemy. 

* The SOtli is-as not at Cawnjiore and had at that time never been near Caampore. The 
88th is probably meant. 
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Telegram from the Licwtenant-G-overnor, Central Provinces, to the Secretary to 
the Government of India,— dated Benares, 1st Becemher 1857, 5 p.ii. 

The following message received from Futtehpore ab 3-6 p.m. is 
forwarded for )’our information : — 

“From Magistrate of Futtehpore to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Central Provinces, 1st December (Tuesday). 

No diiect news from Cawnpore to-day, but a native report agi’ees 
in saying that on the 28th and 29bh November we were successful in 
our sortie and captured several guns. Ladies and children I believe 
came in on morning of the 29 th. Grand Trunk Road in Cawnpore Dis- 
trict infested with sowars, and communication is very difficult. No enemy 
in this district, but the Kullianpore Thesil and Thanna have been 
plundered by villagers. ' One hundred Oudh men crossed the Grand 
Trunk Road from north to south the day before yesterday. Heavy firing , 
in Oudh this morning, and about fifteen miles off hardly any firing in 
Cawnpore direction." 


Telegram from the Commanderin-Chicf, to .the Govcrnor-Gencral of India in 
Council,— dated Cawnfore, 2nd December 1857. 

In consequence of the force under Major-General Windham hav- 
ing been so much pressed at Cawnpore prior to my arrival, I regret to 
say that a very large portion of his camp equipage abandoned on the 
occasion of his retreat from oiitside the city and the store-rooms contain- 
ing all the clothing of some of the eight or ten of his regiments here and 
at Lucknow have been burnt by the enemy. I must entreat your 
Lordship to give the most urgent orders for the transmission of clothing, 
greatcoats, &c., from below to make up the deficiency, which has 
occuiTed in consequence of this lamentable circumstance. I am endeav- 
ouring to despatch all the women and some 500 wounded men to- 
wards Alllahabad this evening ; but this will leave about 1,500 of the 
latter to pi’ovide for, and to be protected here for the present. As a con- 
sequence it is not yet in ray power to make the movements necessary 
to push the enemy out of the city of Cawnpore. 

Telegram from lieutenant Stewart, to C. Beadon, Esq., Secretary to the Govern- 
ment if India, — dated Cawnpore, 2nd December 1837. 

The line of the electric tolcgraj)!! to old offices in Cawnpore passes 
through part of the stations still in the enemy’s hands and was 
destroyed b\' them. A branch line has been carried into camp, and 
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an office opened there. Line to Alumhagh almost entirely destroyed,' 
The Coinmander-in-Ohiefs force arrived at the Ganges on the evening 
of the 2Sth, with an enormous quantity of baggage, sick, and wounded. 
No attack has jmt been made on the enemy, who occupy the city, and 
part of station near church. 


Telegram from Major E. R. Ellis, Political Agent for PtindelcHnd and BewaJi, 
to Gr. F. Edmonstohe, Esq., Secretarg to the Government of India, —dated, 
Ptinna, 2nd December 1857, 6-5 p.m. 

The following list of chiefs killed and wounded in the late engage-* 
ment at Lucknow has been furnished by a man who left Lucknow on 
the 24'th ultimo, and arrived at Kallinger on the 30th instant. 

Killed — Kajah of Dhaneri, and his brotlier Lall Huanchunant, 
Rajah of Calakonnar, and his son Rughoonath Sing, Rajah of Kairngaum ; 
Nouromognaray Sing, his Kamdar; Seharn Lull, Kamdar of Bang- 
Madho, Rajah of Sankarpore; Basant Sing, Rajah of Sumarga ; and 
Saleton, his Kamdar ; the Rajah of Futtehpore ; Rajah of Singra, now 
made prisoner, and hung. Maun Sing, Rajah of Palya, severely wounded. 

The account adds that the victories are complete in every way, 
and that two regiments of Bhugies Nadnees have surrendered them- 
selves, and have been allowed to do duty on behalf of Government. 
Narain Rao said to have lent the Nawab five lakhs of rupees. 


Telegram from the Commander •in-Ohi-ef, to the Governor-General of India tit 
Council , — Caunpore, 4th December 1857, 4-50 P.M. 

I trust a report I have heard of your Lordship’s movements may 
prove true ; it will give me infinite pleasure. I thank you very much 
for the clothing of the soldiers. A convoy four miles long, of women 
and wounded left my camp last night, but I have still several hundred 
of the latter here, Hope to operate immediately, as I expect further 
detachments to-morrow. The enemy is tolerably quiet ; the reports 
of his movements and intentions are very conflicting. 


Telegram from Lieutenant Stewakt, to the Secretarg to the Government of .India, 
— dated Caivnpore, 4th December 1857. 

Your message of 3rd received. Arrangements for reconstruction 
of line cannot well be completed till Cawnpore has been cleared of, the. 
enemy, I shall leave the moment this has been done. 


864 


THE INDIAN jrUTINT 


Telegram from C. Chestee, Esq., Commissioner of Allahahad, to C. Beadok, Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of India,— dated Allahalad, 5th Decemler 1857. 

The following news has been received at Ca^wnpore, dated 4th of 
December, 5 p.m ; — 

“ Enemy inactive ; all the firing chance shells, but without doing 
damage. Enemy generally supposed to be increasing in numbers. 
Nana Sahib has not yet crossed the river. Gwalior Contingent above 
supposed to have lost heart in the struggle. 


Telegram from Captain Bbttce, to the Governor -General of India in Council,— dated 
Cawnpore, 5th December 1S57, 7 p.M. 

The following has only just reached me, and although His Excel- 
lency is now in camp the information has not been previously communi- 
cated, therefore I forward it to your Lordship. 

Erom the Commander-in-Chief, to the Governor-General, Camp, 
near Alumbagh, 26th November 1857 : — 

“ I march to-morrow for Bunnee, with all the wounded, &c. I leave 
Sir James Outram in possession -with a force, including the post of 
Alumbagh and Bunnee of 4,000 men, with twenty-two guns, of which 
four are heavy, besides ten mortars, namely six 8-inch and four 6|-inch. 
If it is completed with a month’s supplies and ammunition of every 
description (and I have denuded my moveable columns of tents to 
supply his troops, which will be in a standing camp), I think his position 
a good one ; but I learn from him that he would rather have it further 
back, near the Ganges, Sir James will probably address your Lordship 
on the subject. I beg only to report that your Lordship’s instructions 
hare been carried out to the letter. 



CHAPTER Vil. 


GENERAL WINDHAil’s DEFENCE OF CAWKPORE. 

Telegram from Lieutenant Stewart, to G. Beadon, Lsg., Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, — dated Cawnpore, 6th Lecemher 1857, 9 a.m. 

Fire has been opened on city and station from all our mortars and 
heavy guns in and near entrenchments. Camp has been struck, and 
everything prepared for an immediate attack. 

Telegram from the Comhiander-in-Chif, to the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Catvnpore, 7th Lecemher 1857, 12 noon. 

Having yesterday morning finally completed the arrangements for 
putting the remainder of the sick and wounded, 860 in number, in safetj’’, 
the Gwalior Contingent, with its allies, were attacked at 11 A.M. ; the 
affair ended in the complete rout of the enemy, whose camp captured, 
was pursued for fourteen miles along the Calpee Road, and we cap- 
tured sixteen guns of different calibre, 26 battery carts, wagons, &c., 
besides an immense quantity of ammunition of all sorts, pork, stores, 
grain, bullocks, and the whole of the baggage of the force. - Our loss 
was insignificant and we have not heard of the death of any officer 
except Lieutenant Salmond, Aid-de-Camp to General Grant. I halt 
here to-day.to reorganise the force. 

List op Ordnance, &e. 

One IS-pounder gun, with limber ; eight 9-pounder guns, with 
limber ; nine 9-pounder wagons.; one 9-pounder carriage ; two 24-pounder 
hoAvitzers, Avith limber ; one 24-pounder wagon ; one 24-pounder spare 
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carnage; one transiiort cart with gun; three 18-pounder limbers; 
11 store carts ; three S-inch mortars ; two 5i-inch mortars. Total 
sixteen pieces of ordnance, 26 carriages of different sorts. 

Telegram from the Commander-in-Chief to the Governor- General of India in 
Council, — dated Ca%vnpore, lOlIi December 1857, 2 A.M. 

A despatch has just been received from General Hope Grant, Her 
Majesty’s 9th Lancers : narrates that he came up Avith the fugitives at 
Serajghat, when they were beginning to cross the guns over the Ganges. 
He attacked them instantly with his cavalry and artillei'y Avith great 
spirit, andj after half-an-hour’s sharp firing, took fifteen guns, including 
one 18-pounder, eight 9-pounders, three 12-pounder hoAAdtzers, two 
4-pounder hoAvitzers, and one 6-pounder native, with all their stores, 
carts, wagons, large quantities of ammunition, bullocks, hackeries, &c. 
General Grant estimates the loss of the enemy at about one hundred. 
He did not lose a man in the operations, he himself being slightly 
Avounded. I congratulate Your Lordship on the happy finish of this 
particular campaign. 

From the Assistant Adjutant-General of the Army, to the Secretary to the Gov- 
ernment of India, Military Dejgartment— dated Caxonyore, 10th Decembex' 
1857* 

I have the honour, by desire of the Commander-in-Chief, to enclose 
for submission to the Governor-General in Council, a copy of the reiiort 
of the 1st instant, of the defence of the bridge and Bitboor Road, on 
the 28th ultimo, by Brigadier M. CartheAV of the Madras Army ; and 
at the same time I am directed to annex, for his Lordship’s information, 
a copy of a memorandum written by the Chief of the Staff, by order of 
His Excellency, on this subject, the original of which aa^s foinvarded 
yesterday in this department to Major-General C. Windham, c.b,, for 
communication to that Brigadier. 

From Drigadier M. Cahthew, Commanding Madras Troops in Dengal,to4hc 
Deputy Assistant AdjxUant-Genet'al, Cawnpore Division,— dated Caionpoi'c, 
1st December 1857 . 

In reply to your letter of this day’s date, I haAm the honour to 
subuAit for the information of Major-General Windham, Commanding 
the Cawnpore Dmsion, the following report on my' . defence of the 
bridge and Bithoor Road, on the 28th ultimo. • 


* No. 20-A. 
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At daylight on the 28th of November, I proceeded, according to 
instructions, with Her Majesty’s 34th Regiment, two companies of Her 
Majesty’s 82nd Regiment, and four guns of Madras Native Artillery, 
to take up a position at the Racket Court, two companies of Her 
Majesty’s 64ifch Regiment having been placed in the Baptist Chapel to 
keep up communication with me. When within a few hundred yards 
of the Racket Court, I received instructions through the late Captain 
McCrea that General Windham preferred the position of the previous 
evening being taken up on the bridge, and the Bithoor road defended. 
I consequently retired, leaving a company of Her Majesty’s 34th 
Regiment to occupy the front line of broken down Native infantry huts, 
and another company in their support in a brick building about 100 
yards to their rear. I then detached a company of Her Majesty’s 
34th to the opposite side of the road across the plain in a line with 
the above support to occupy a vacant house, to man the garden walls 
and the upstair verandah. These companies formed a strong position, 
and quite commanded the whole road towards the bridge. I halted at 
the bridge with the remainder of the 34th and four guns, and 
barricaded the road, and placed two guns on the bridge. I then sent 
two companies of the 34th under Lieutenant-Colonel Simpson, to 
occupy the position he held the previous evening, to prevent the 
egress of the enemy from the town towards the entrenchment, as also 
to defend the road from Allahabad. This picquet I subsequently 
strengthened with two of my guns which could not be worked on the 
bridge. 

A brisk fire was kept up by the enemy from their position amongst 
the Native lines on the advanced skirmishers and picquet and upon 
the bridge by their guns (18-pounders) throughout the whole da}’’. 
About midday Captain McCrea conveyed instructions to me to pro- 
ceed to the front to attack the enemy’s infantry and guns, that he was 
to convey the same instructions to Her Majestj'^’s 64th Regiment, and 
both parties to advance at the same time. 

Captain McCrea took with him to strengthen the 64th, forty men of 
a company of Her Majesty’s S2nd, which I had placed- as a picquet 
at the old Commissariat- compound, for the protection of the road 
leading from that direction to the entrenchment. I advanced with my 
two guns and a company of the 34th from the bridge, taking, as I 
advanced, the company stationed to my right in the upstair, house, 
qnd the company occupying the broken huts (with its support) on my 
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left. On advancing and clearing the front line of buts, I was desirous 
and endeavoured to push the whole of my party across the plain in 

'front to charge the enemy’s guns, but as their infantry still occupied 

broken ground of other huts, and my force without support, it could 
not be done. The enemy’s guns were driven far to the rear by the 
fire of my two guns, after which my skirmishers, support, and right 
picquet, took up their original positions, and I returned with the guns 
to the bridge. Shortly after this, the enemy’s infantry were seen 
to be skirting along the edge of the toum, with the evident inten- 
tion of turning our flank, and of pouring a fire upon us from the houses 
on our left. Both picquet and skirmishers applied for reinforcements 
which I could not afford, but desired them to hold their positions as long 
as possible, and then fall back to the head of the bridge, which 
they did about 5 o’clock. 

The enemy were now increasing in large numbers on our left, 
occupying houses, garden-w^alls,'and the church. A company was sent 
through the gardens to dislodge the enemy and drive them from the 
church, but the enemy was strong enough to maintain, or rather to return 
to their position. I then concentrated all my force on both flanks of 
the bridge, and with the guns kept up a heavy fire. The enemy 
now brought up a gun into the churchyard, which enfiladed the 
bridge at a distance not exceeding 150 yards, my own guns not being 
able to bear on their position. 

The enem.}^ were still increasing and working round to my rear by 
my left flank. I retired the guns about 100 yards so as to command 
the bridge and the -road leading from the town. Oflicers and men 
were at this time falling fast around me. I applied for a reinforce- 
ment, but by the time they arrived night had set in, and I now 
considered it prudent to retire with th'e remainder of my force in- 
to the entrenchment, w'hich was done with perfect regularitj^ the re- 
inforcement of rifles protecting the rear. 

Although for some time earnestly' advised to retire, I refrained from 
doing so until I felt convinced that from the increasing numbers of 
the enemy, the fatigue of the men after three days’ hard fighting, and 
my own trooj)s firing in the dark into each other, the position was no 
longer tenable, and that consequently it became my painful duty^ to 
retli-e. 

I beg to forward a return of the killed and wounded during tho 

day. 
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Beixirn of the hilUd, xcoxmded and missing, ixi- iJie force 'linger 
Bmgadier Cartbew, employed in defending the bridge on iho 
Bithoor Bead, SSth November ISoT, 

Staff ... 2 Captains T\’ountled. 

Madras Artillery, 0. Oompan}’','^ 1 Havildar, S privates, and 1 havil- 
5tli Battalion, Golundauze. J dar gun lascar wounded. 

■) o Officers, 2 sergeants, 8 rank 
Her Majesty’s 3itli Eegiment > and file killed, 7 officers, 1 sergeant, 

J and 50 rank and file wounded. 

Grenadier Company, Her Ma- 2 Rank and file killed, 1 officer, 
jesty's 82nd Regiment. J 5 rank and file wounded. 


Abstract. 



If. B . — Killed and wounded of Light Company, Her Majesty’s S2nd 
Regiment not included, that company having been taken on by 
Captain McOrea, and engaged in the right attack with Her Majesty’s 
64th Regiment. 

(Sd.) M. CARTHEW, Bnyr., 

Comdg. Madj'as Troops. 


Memorandum ly the Chief of the Staff upon Brigadier Caiitiiew’s retreat front 
his post, on the 28th Novemler 18S7, — dated Bead-Quarters Camp, Cawnporc, 
the 9th December 1857. 

The Commander-in-Ohief has had under consideration Brigadier 
Carthew’s despatch, dated Cawnpore, 3rd December 1867, addressed 
to the Deputy Assistant-Adjutant-Gcneral, Cawnpore Division. 

Although His Excellency fully admits the arduous nature of the 
service on which Brigadier Oarthew had been engaged during the 28th 
Hovember, he cannot record his approval of that officer’s retreat on 
the evening of that day, 

'7 
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' Under the instructions of Major-General Windham, his command- 
ing officer, Brigadier Carfchew had been placed in position. No dis- 
cretion of retiring was allowed to him. 'When he was pressed hard, 
he sent for reinforcements, which, as the Commander-in-Chief hap- 
.pened ' to be present when the"' request arrived. His Excellency is aware 
were immediately conducted to his relief by Major-General Windham 
in person. 

' It would appear from Brigadier Carthew’s letter of explanation 
that he did not wait to see the effect of the reinforcements which 
had been brought to him j but to the great astonishment of Major- 
General Windham and His Excellency retired almost immediately 
after. 

With respect to these occurrences, His Excellency feels it necessary 
'to make two remarks. In the first place, no subordinate officer, when 
possessing easy means of communication with his immediate superior, is 
permitted, according to the principles and usages of war, to give up a 
post which has been entrusted to his charge, without a previous request 
Tor orders, after representation might have been made that the post 
had become no longer tenable. 

It might have occurred to Brigadier Carthew that when Major- 
•General Windham proceeded to reinforce the post according to his 
first request, instead of ordering the garrison to retire, it was the 
opinion of the Major-General that to hold it was an absolute necessitj'. 
i His Excellency refi'aius from remarking on the very serious-conse- 
quences which ensued on the abandonment of the post in question. 

The. night which had arrived was more favourable to the Brigadier 
for the purpose of strengthening his position than it was to an enemy 
advancing on him in the dark j at all events there were many hours 
during which a decision could have been taken by the highest autho- 
rity in- the -entrenchment whether the post should be abandoned- or 
not, without much other-inconvenience than the mere fatigue of the 
gamson. 

' The Commander-in-Chief must make one more remark. Brigadier 
Carthew in the last paragraph of his letter talks about his men filing 
into one another in the dark. His Excellency does not -see how this 
could occur if the men were properly posted, and the officers in com- 
mand of them duly instructed as to their respective positions. 

(Sd.) IL.W. KOKMAN, ZtcHt., 

Assl. Adj’t.-Genl. of the Army, 



GENERAL ORDER BY THE GOVERNOR-GENER^ IN COUNCIL 3T1: : 


Telegram from the Commissioner of Allahabad, to the Seerretary to -the Govern--. 

ment of India, Military Department, — dated Allahabad, 10th Decembtt\ 

18S7,2v.Vi. . ’ 

The women and children from Lucknow arrived here .on the 7 th 
and 8 th instant ; the sick and wounded arrived this morning. I will 
send a nominal list by post. 

Telegram.from the' Commander-in- Chief, to the Governor-General of India in 
Council, — dated Cawnpore, 11th December 1857, 12 noon. 

The guns taken by General Grant will be in to-morrow. I shall 
be prepared to mo'TO forward in two or three days. Will Your 
Lordship oblige me with any particular instructions you may have to 
give ? I have desired the 7th Hussars to come up to Allahabad, to 
be formed under the personal superintendence of Brigadier Campbell, 
as their discipline would have suffered under the different authorities 
at Benares. 

General Order hy the Right Rion’hle the Governor-General of India 
■ in Council, — dated Fort William, ^4-Ci December 1857., 

No. 1649 of 1857. — The Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in • 
Council is pleased to direct the publication of the accompanying 
despatches lately received from the Head-Quarters of the Army. 

These papers contain accounts of the safe conveyance of the 
women and children, sick and wounded of the Garrison of Lucknow 
across the Ganges; of the resistance by Major-General Windham- to a 
well-organised and desperate attack on his position at Cawnpore by a 
large body of rebels ; and of the subsequent defeat and utter rout of the 
insurgents by the troops under the immediate direction of His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief. * 

Throughout these-operations all branches of the service vied with 
each other in enhancing the glorious name which the contests of the 
last few months have secured for the British Army in India. 

As regards the operations of the 6th, the masterly guidance of the 
Commander-in-Chief has been scarcely less conspicuous at Cawnpore 
'than it was at Lucknow; each disposition and movement of his forces • 
' fitting into one complete and effective scheme proof against all distur- 
bance by the chances of the day of battle. General Sir Colin Camp- 
bell has added largely to the heavy claim which he holds upon the 
gratitude and confidence of the Government, and of the soldiers . 
he leads to victory. In two hours the camp of the rebels, was: ’ 
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and taken and their rout complete, seventeen guns and a large amount 
of stores and ammunition falling into the hands of the British Force. 

His Lordship in Council desires to record his appreciation of the 
admirable manner in which Brigadier-General Hope Grant, c, B., has 
executed the duties of his division, and particularly of his exertions in 
pursuit of the enemy on the 6th, and his operations on the 8th and 9th 
of December, on which occasion he took fifteen of the enemy’s guns 
without the loss of one man. 

On this, as on every occasion in which danger was to be faced and 
difficulty overcome, Captain Peel, R.N., Commanding the Naval 
Brigade, was foremost in intrepidity and resourcl? 

Lieutenant Vaughan and the other oflScers and men of H. M. S. 
Shannon are worthy of their bi’ave commander ; and it is a pleasure to 
the Governor-General in Council to declare his warm admiration of 
their conduct. 

The Governor-General in Council very cordially concura in the 
praise so justly bestowed by the Commander-in-Chief on the General 
officers commanding divisions, on Major-General Mansfield, Chief of the 
Staff, and on all the oflSicers of the general staff in all its branches and 
the Personal Staff, and oflicers commanding brigades and regiments, 
troops and batteries. In the commendation given by His Excellency 
to officers of every arm of the service, the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil most heartily joins. 

To all officers, non-commissioned officers and men engaged in the 
defence of Ca^vnpore, or in' the attack on the enemy’s position, the 
Governor-General in Council offers his cordial thanks for their gallan- 
try and good service to the State. 

It will be his pleasing duty to take the first opportunity of bring- 
ing their merits to the favourable notice of Her Majesty^s Government, 
and of the Hon’ble Court of Directors. 

(Sd.) K. J. ,H. BIRCH, Col, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, Mily. Deyt, 


From Sis Excellency General Sir Colin CAiirBEtl, G.c.n., Commander-in-Chief, 
to the Right Son’hle Tiscount Cannino, Govemior- General of India in 
Council, — dated Head- Charters Camp, Cawnpore, the 2nd Seccmhcr 1857- _ 

In accordance with the instructions of Your Lordship, arrangements 
were finally made with Sir James Outram that his division, made tip 
to 4-,O0u strong of all arms, should remain in position before Lucknow, 


sm COLIN cai^cpbell’s return to cawnpore 'S7'3 


This position includes the post of Alumbagh, his standing camp, 
of which the front is 1,500 yards in rear of that post, and the bridgh 
of Bunnee, which is held by 400 Madras sepoys and two guns. ~ 

On the 27th I inarched with Brigadier-General Grant’s Division 
all the ladies and families who had been rescued from Lucknow, and 
" the wounded of both forces, making in all about 2,000 people, whom it 
was necessary to carry, and encamped the evening of that day a little 
beyond Bunnee bridge. 

The long train did not reach completely and file into camp until 
after midnight. 

When we arrived at Bunnee, we were surprised to hear very heavy 
firing in the direction of Cawnpore. No news had reached me from 
that place for several days ; but it appeared necessary, ■^vhatever the 
inconvenience, to press forward as quickly as possible. 

The march accordingly re-commenced at 9 A. M. the next morning 
and shortly afterwards I received two or three notes in succession, — 
first, announcing that Cawnpore had been attacked ; secondly, that 
General Windham was hard pressed ; and thirdly, that he had been 
obliged to fall back from outside the city into his entrenchinent. 

The force was accordingly pressed forward, convoy and all, and 
was encamped within three miles of the Ganges, about three hours after 
dark, the rearguard coming in with the end of the train some twenty- 
four hours afterwards. 

I preceded the column of march by two or three hours, and reached 
the entrenchment at dusk, where I learnt the true state of affairs. 

The retreat of the previous day had been effected with the loss of 
a certain amount of camp equipage, and shortly after my arrival, it was 
reported to me that Brigadier Carthew had retreated from a very 
important outpost. 

All this appeared disastrous enough, and the next day the city 
was found to be in possession of the enemy at all points. 

It had now become necessary to proceed ivith the utmost caution 
to secure the bridge. 

All the. heavy guns attached to General Grant^s Division, under 
Captain Peel, E. N., and Captain Travers, E. A., were placed in position 
on the left bank of the Ganges, and directed to open fire and keep down 
the fire of the enemy on the bridge. 

This was done very effectually, while Brigadier Hope’s Brigade, with 
some field artillery and cavalry, was ordered to cross the bridge, and 
take position near the Old Dragoon lines. 
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A cross fire was at the same time kept up from the entrenchment 
to cover the march of the troops. 

When darkness began to draw on, the artillery parks, the wounded, 
and the families were ordered to file over the bridge ; and it was not 
till 6 o’clock P. M., the day of the 30th, that the last cart had cleared 
the bridge. 

The passage of the force, with its encumbrances,’ over the Ganges 
had occupied thirty hours. 

The camp now stretches from the Dragoon Lines, in a half circle 
round the position occupied by the late General Sir Hugh Wheeler, the 
Foot Artillery lines being occupied by the wounded and the families. 

A desultory fire has been l^ept up by the enemy on the entrenchment 
and the front of the camp since this position was taken up, and I am 
obliged to submit to the hostile occupation of Cawnpore, until the actual 
despatch of all my encumbrances towards Allahabad has been effected. 

However disagreeable this may be, and although it may tend to give 
confidence to the enemy, it is precisely one of those cases in which no 
risk must be run. , , . 

I trust when the time has arrived for me to act with due regard 
to these considerations to see the speedy evacuation of his present 
position by the enemy. , 

In the meantime, the position taken up by Brigadier-General 
Grant’s Division under my immediate orders has restored the communi- 
cations with Futtehpore and Allahabad, as had been anticipated. . The 
detachments moving along the road from these tivo places have been 
ordered to continue their march accordingly. 

Major-General Windham’s despatch relating the operations con- 
ducted under his command is enclosed. , 

In forwarding that document I have only to remark that the 
complaint made by him in the second joaragraph ofnot receiving instruc- 
tions from me is explained by the fact of the letters he sent announcing 
the approach of the Gwalior Foi'ce not having come to hand. 

The first notice I had of his embarrassment was the distant sound . 
of cannonade as above described. . ' 

All the previous reports had declared that. there was but little, 
chance of the Gwalior Contingent approaching Cavmpore. , 


•P. fS. — Annexed is a return of casualties from the 29th ultimo to 
this date. 


Return of casualties in the Field Force under the command of General Sir Colin Campbell, k. c. b,, Gommander-in- 
: Chief from ^9th November to 2nd December {inclusive) 1857. 


ELTITBN OE CASUAlTlBS 


srs 
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LIST of officers hilled. 


Brigades, j 

Rank and names ol olHcers., 

Regiment. 

Remarks. 


None. 

1 



i 



Wounded, 


Brigades. ^ 

Rank and names of officers. 

Regiment. 

Remarks. 

Naval ... ... 

Midshipman lord W, T. Kerr ... 

H. M.’s Ship Shannon ... 

Slightly. 

ith Infantry 

Brevet Dientenant-Colonel J, A. 
Ewart, 

„ 03rd Highlanders 

Severely, 

Ditto 

Captain G. Cornwall ... 

DitW 

Ditto, 

Ditto 

Lieutenant E. C. Haynes ... 

Ditto. ■ 

Slightly, 

Sth Ditto ... 

Assistant Surgeon T. Carey 

Her Majesty’s Gith Root ... 

Severely, not dan- 
gerously. 


(Sd.) n. W. NORMAN, Lieutf 
Asst. Adjt,.aenl, of the Army, 


JTrom Major-General C. A'. Windham, to Mis Mxcolleney General Sir Cohn 

Campbexl, g. c. b., Commander-in-Chief, — dated Cawnpore, 30th November 

1857. 

In giving an account of the proceedings of the force under my 
command before Cawnpore during the operations of the 26th, 27th, 
28th and 29th instant, I trust Your Excellency Avill excuse the hasty 
manner in which it is necessarily drawn up, owing to the constant 
demands upon me at the present moment. 

Having received through Captain H. Bruce of the 5th Punjab 
Cavalry information of the movements of the Gwalior Contingent, but 
having received none whatever from Your Excellency for several days 
from Lucknow, in answer to my letters to the Chief of the Staff, I was 
obliged to act for myself. • 

I therefore resolved to encamp my force on the canal, ready to 
strike at any portion of the advancing enemy that came within my 
reach, keepiog4i,t the same time my communications .safe with Cawnpore. 

Finding that the contingent Avere determined to advance, I resolv- 
ed to meet their first division on the Pandoo Nuddee. Sly force 
consisted of about 1,200 bayonets and eight guns and 100 mounted 
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sowars. Having sent my camp equipage and baggage to tbe rear, I . 
advanced to the attack in the following order : — 

Four companies of the Rifle Brigade, under Colonel R, WaljDoIe, . 
followed by four companies of the 88th Connaught Rangers, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel E. H, Maxwell, and four light 6-pounder Madras, 
guns, under Lieutenant Ghamier ; the whole under the command of 
Brigadier Carthew, of the Madras Native Infantry. 

Following this foi’ce was the 34th Regiment, under Lieutenant-, 
Colonel R. Kell}^ with four D-pounder guns ; the 82nd Regiment in 
reserve, wdth spare ammunition, &c. 

I had given directions, in the event of the enemy being found 
directly in our front, and if the ground permitted, that Brigadier Carthew 
should occupy the ground to the left of the road, and that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kelly, with the 34th, divided into wings, and supported by his^ 
artillery, should take the right. It so happened, however, that this 
order on our coming into aetion became exactly inverted by my 
directions in consequence of a sudden turn of the road. No confusion, 
however, was caused. The advance w'as made with a complete line of 
skirmishers along the whole front, with supports on either side and a 
reserve in the centre. 

The enemy, strongly posted on the other side of the dry bed of 
the Pandoo Nuddee, opened a heavy fire of artillery from siege and 
field guns ; but such was the eagerness and courage of the troopsj 
and so well were they led by their officers, that we carried the position 
with a rush, the men cheering as they went ; and the village, more 
than half a mile in its rear, was rapidly cleared. The mutineers hastily 
took to flight, leaving in our possession two 8-inch iron howitzers and. 
one 6-pounder gun. 

In this fight my loss was not severe ; but I regret very much that 
a very promising young officer, Captain H. H. Day, 88bh Regiment, 
was killed. 

Observing from a height on the other side of the village, that the 
enemy's main body was at hand, and that the one just defeated Avas their 
leading division, I at once decided on retiring to protect Cawnpore, my 
entrenchments, and the bridge over the Ganges. We accordingly fell 
back, followed, hoAvever, b}”^ the enemy up to the bridge over the canal. 

On the morning of the 27th, the enemy commenced their attack, 
with an overwhelming force of heavy artillery. My position Avas in 
front of the city. I Avas threatened on all sides, and very seriously 

48 
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attacked on my front and right flank. The heavy fighting in front, 
at the point of junction of the Calpee and Delhi mads, fell more 
especially upon the Rifle Brigade, ably commanded by Colonel Walpole, 
who was supported by the 88th Regiment and four guns (two 9 -pounders, 
two 24-pounder howitzers) under Captain D. S, Greene, R. A., and 
two 24!-pounder guns, manned by seamen of the Shannon, under 
Lieutenant Hay, R. N., who was twice -wounded. Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Ad 3 'e, R. A., also afforded me marked assistance wdth these guns. 

In spite of the heavy bombardment of the enemy, my troops re- 
sisted the attack for five hours, and still held the gi’Ound until, on my 
proceeding personall 3 ’' to make sure of the safet 3 ’- of the fort, I found 
from the number of men bayoneted by the 8Sth Regiment that the. 
mutineers had fully penetrated the town ; and having been told that they 
were then attacking the fort, I directed Major-General Dupuis, R. A,, 
(who as my second-in-command I had left Avith the main body,) to fall 
back the ivhole force into the fort, ivith all our stoi'es and guns, shortly 
before dark. 

Owing to the flight of the camp’ followers at the commencement 
of the action, notwithstanding the long time we held the ground, I- 
regret to state that in making this retrograde movement, I was unable 
to carry off all my camp equipage and s'ome of the baggage. Had not 
an error occurred in the conveyance of an order issued by me, I am of 
opinion that I could have held my ground at all events until dark. 

I must not omit in this stage of the proceedings to ’ report that 
the flank attack Avas Avell met, and resisted for a considerable time by 
the 34th Regiment under Lieutenant- Colonel Kelly and the Madras 
Battery under Lieutenant Chamier, together Avith that part of the S2nd 
Regiment Avhich Avas detached in this direction under Lieutenant- 
Colonel D. Watson, 

In retiring Avithin the entrenchments, I followed the general in- 
stmetions issued to me by Your Excellency, conve 3 md through the Chief 
of the Staff, namely, to preserve the safety of the bridge over the 
Ganges, and my communications Avith 3 mur force, so severel 3 ’^ engaged 
in the important operation of the Relief of LucknoAV, as far as possible. 
I strictl}’ adhered to the defensive. 

After falling back to the fort, I assembled the superior officers 
on the evening of the 27th and proposed a night attack, should I bo 
able to receive reliable information as to Avherc the cnero3’ had 
assembled his artillerA’. 
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As, however, I could obtain none, (or, at all events, none that was 
satisfactorj^) I decided — 

Firstly . — That on the following day Colonel Walpole, Rifle Brigade, 
should have the defence of the advanced portion of the town on the left 
side of the canal, standing with your back to the Ganges. The details 
of the force upon this point were as follows : — 

5 Companies, Rifle Brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel C. Woodford, 
2 „ of the S2ud Regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel 

Watson. 

4 0ms ^tPudMhowiters. } Under Captain Greene, R A; 

(Two of these guns were manned by Madras gunners, and two by 
Sikhs). 

Secondly . — That Brigadier N. Wilson, with the 64<th Regiment, 
was to hold the fort and establish a strong picquet at the Baptist 
Chapel on the extreme right. 

Thirdly . — That Brigadier Carthew, with the 34th Regiment under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly, and four Madras guns, should hold the Bithoor 
Road in advance of the Baptist Chapel, receiving support from the 
picquet there if wanted. 

Fourthly. — That, with the SSth Regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maxwell, I should defend the portion of the town nearest the Ganges on 
the left of the canal, and support Colonel Walpole if required. 

The fighting on the •28th was very severe. On the left advance. 
Colonel Walpole with the Rifles, supported by Captain Greene’s Bat- 
.tery, and part of the S2nd Regiment, achieved a complete victory over 
the enemy and captured two 18-pounder guns. 

The glory of this well-contested fight belongs entirely to the above- 
named companies and artillery. 

It was owing to the gallantry of the men and officei's under the 
able leading of Colonel Walpole, and of my lamented relation, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Woodford of the Rifle Brigade (who I deeply regret to say was 
killed,) and of Lieutenant-Colonel Watson, S2od, and of Captain Greene, 
R. A., that this hard contested fight was won and brought to. so profit- 
able an end. I had nothing to do with it beyond sending them 
supports, and at the end of bringing some up myself. 

I repeat that the credit is entii’ely due to the abovementioned 
officers and men, 
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Brigadier Wilson thought proper, prompted by zeal for the service, 
to lead his regiment against four guns pkced in front of Brigadier 
Carthew. In this daring exploit, I regret to say, he lost his life, together 
•n'ith several valuable and able officers. Major T. Stirling, 64th Regi- 
ment, was killed in spiking one of the guns, as was also that fine gallant 
3 'oung man. Captain R. C, McOrea, 64th Regiment, who acted as Deputy 
Assistant Quartermaster-General to the force here. Captain W. Morphey, 
64th Regiment ( the Brigade-Major ) also fell at the same time. Our 
numbers were not sufficient to enable us to carry off the guns. 

Captain A. P. Bowlby, now the senior officer of the 64th Regiment, 
distinguished himself, as did also Captain H. F. Saunders, of the 70th 
Regiment, who was attached to the 64th, and is senior to Captain Bowlbj^ 
■whose conduct he describes as most devoted and gallant; as was also 
that of the men of the regiment. 

Brigadier Carthew, of the Madras Native Infantry, had a most 
severe and strong contest with the enemy from morning till night ; but 
I regret to add that he felt himself obliged to retire at dark. 

During the night of the 28th instant, the enemy occupied the town, 
and on the morning of the 29 th commenced bombarding mj’- entrench- 
ments with a few guns, and struck the bridge-of-boats several times. 

The guns mounted in the fort were superior in number to those of 
the enemy, and were well manned throughout the day by the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and men of the Royal Ai’tillery, seamen of 
the Shannon, Madras and Bengal gunners arid Sikhs. 

The chief outwork was occupied by the Rifle Brigade, and in the 
course of the afternoon, by Your Excellency’s instructions, they were ad- 
vanced, and gallantly drove the mutineers out of that portion of the 
city nearest to our works, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
F^'ers who was supported by Colonel Walpole. • 

Throughout the short period I have had the temporary command of 
this division, I have received both in the field and elsewhere, the most 
important assistance from Captain H. Bruce, 5th Punjab Cavalry. With- 
out him I should have been at a great loss for reliable information, and 
although I am aware that Your Excellency is not ignorant of his abilities, 
courage, and assiduitj', I think'it my duty to make this mention of his 
service to the countrjv 

Pressed as I am by tlio operations now^ going forw^ard, I am not 
. able to specify the services of every individual ivho has assisted me 
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•where all have behaved so well. I have no staff of my own, except 
Captain. Eoger Swire, of the 17th Foot, my aid-de-camp, who has behav- 
ed with his usual zeal and courage. 

I therefore hope I may be allowed to thanb, through Your Excel- 
lency, the undermentioned officers for the great services they have 
voluntarily rendered me during this tr 3 'ing time : — 

Major-General J. E. Dupuis, c. B., Commanding Eoyal"^ ; 

Artillery in India 

Lieutenant-Colonel John Adye, C.B., Assistant Adju- 
tant-General, Royal Artillery ... Specially.. 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. Harness, Commanding Roj-al 
Engineers. ... 

Major Norman McLeod, Bengal Engineers ,,, 

Lieutenant- Colonel John Simpson, 34th Regiment. 

Senior Surgeon R. .C. Elliot, C.B., Royal Artilleiy. 

Captain John Gordon, S2nd Regiment. 

„ Sarsfield Greene, Roj’al Artillery. 

„ Smyth, Bengal Artillery. 

There are several other officers in addition, who I fortunately found 
detained here en route to join Your Excellency’s Force, and I beg to sub- 
mit their names also, viz, : — 

Captain R. G. Brackenbury, 61st Regiment. 

Lieutenant Arthur Henley, 52nd Light Iu^antr 3 ^ 

„ Valentine Ryan, 64th Regiment, 

Captain Ellis Cuuliffe, 1st Bengal Fusiliers. 

Lieutenant E. H. Budgen, 82nd Regiment, (to W’hom I gave the 
■command of the 300 mounted sowars). 

Captain C. E. Mansfield, 33rd Regiment. 

Lieutenant P, Scratchley, Royal Engineers. 

„ W. C. Milne, 74th Bengal Native Infantry. 

I beg to inform Your Excellency that I have called for nominal 
returns of the killed and wmunded, and I have also directed all officers 
commanding corps, regiments, and batteries, &c., to forward to me the 
names of any officers, non-commissioned officers,, or soldiers who 
have especially distinguished themselves by gallantry in the fidT ■ 
which shall be forw^arded to Your Excellency without delay . ^ 

In conclusion, I hope I may be permitted to express’my- sindji-e^^ 

thanks to all regimental officers, non-commissioned , officers 'and' ' ' 

for the zeal, gallantry, and courage with which they have cazi d 

orders during the four days of harassing. actions. -ivhicli W,.' ' -' 
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taken iJlace in the defence of tliis important strategic centre of present 
operations. 

I beg to forward the enclosed despatch which I have received from 
Major-General Dupuis, and I have called upon the various ofBcers com- 
manding corps, &c., to forward me the names of any officers they may 
wish to recommend, which I will send to Your Excellencj' as soon as I 
receive them. 


Seiiirn of hilled, wounded, and missing, of the undermentioned 
corps in action near Gaivnpore, on the 36th November 1857. 

Brigade Office, Cawnpore ; 
3nd December 1857. 
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(.?(!.> n. CUNLirrjG, Capt., (Sd.) C. A. WINDHAM. Maj.-Gcnl., 
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Nominal roll of oficers hilled, roomxded, and missing in action with 
the enemy near Gawnpore, on the ^6th November 1867. 

Brigade Office, CA^YNPORE ; 

2nd December 1867. 


Her ^laiesty’s 
3Ith. 

Her Slajesty’s 
Clth. 

Her "Maiesty’s 
82nd. 

Her Majesty’s 
8Sth. 

Her 'Jlnjesty’s 
Rilles. 



i 

j 

Captain 11. H. 
Day. 

1 

Killed. 

! 


1 

Lieutenant C, J. 
East. 

Lieutenant Birch 

„ Burke 

H. M. 

Gilhy. 

Ensign Mitchell. 

1 

^younded. 






Missing. 


(Sd.) E. CXJNLIFFE, CajDi., (Sd.) C. A. WINDHAM, 

Aclg. Bde..Maj. Comdg. Caxcnpore Bivn. 


Return of hilled, wounded, and missing, of the undermentioned 
regiments in action near Gawnpore, on the 27th November 1857. 


Col’ps. 
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4 
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3 

22 
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I 

1 
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1 
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... 
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"" (Missing ... 






(Killed ... 












— 

Ride Brigade .u ...■< tVounded 
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2 

... 


2 


... 
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Total 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 
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— 

32 

- 
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41 


(Sd.) B. CUNIAFFE, Capf., (Sd.) C. A. MINDHAM, Jlfa/.-GcHl., 

Actg. Bde..Maj, ' Comdg, CaKiiporc DHuk, 
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Brigade Office, Cawnpoee ; 

The Qncl December 1S57. 

JTominal roll of officers hilled, wounded, and missing in action 


luith the enemy near Caivnpore, on the 27th November ' 1857. 


« 

Her Alnjesty’s 
34th, 

Her Alniesty's 
C4th. 

Her Majesty’s 
82nd, 

Her Majesty’s 
SSth. 

Rifles. 

— 

! 





Killed. 


j 




Lieut.-Colonel 

R. D. Kelly. 



Lieutenant and 
Adjutant Evans. 

LieutenantAusten 

Lieutenant and 
Interpreter 
Clarke attached. 

Lieutenant 

Traverse. 

Lieutenant 

Pemberton. 




'W’'oimded. 

1 


j 






Missing. 


(Sd.) E. CUi^LIPFE. (Stl.) C. A. RTNDHA3I. 

Aciff. Jide.-Maj, Comdg, Catviiporc Mvn, 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the undermentioned 
regiments in action near Gawnfore, on the 28th November 1857. 


Corps, 


r Killod 

Her Ilajesfy’s 31th Eegiinenl< Woimded 
Olissing 

(-Killed 

„ S2nd „ 4 AVoundcd 

(.Missing 

( Killed 

„ 8Slh C. U.* 1 ■\Vonndod 

(Slissing 

(-Killed 

„ ■ Gllli Regt. i Wounded 

(.Missing 


BrigadeJ- 


Ai lillery 


(■Killed 
... < AVounded 
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...i AVounded 
(.Jlissing 


Total 
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10 
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(Sd.) 


C. A. AVINJIUAM, Mai.-GenL. 

Comdg. C<iicnporc Dien. 


* Connaught Rangers, 
Ilille Brigaile. 
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Nominal roll of officers hilled, tvounded, and mis-dng in action 
with the enemy near Gawnyore, on the SSth November 1857. 


Her Majesty’s 
84tU. 

Her Majesty’s 
64th. 

Her-Majesty’s 

82ad.. 

Her Majesty’s 
88th. 

Eifles. 


lieutenant Ed. 
Jordan. 

Ensign T: G. Ap- 
plegate. 

Colonel N. Wil- 
son, K, IT. 

Major Stirling. 


» 

lieutenant- Co- 
lonel U. Wood- 
ford. 

*« 




• Killed, 

Ensign 1. J. Grier 

Captain Morphey. 







Captain McCrea. 




J 

Major James Mar- 
well. 

lieutenant N. T. 
Parsons, at- 
tached. 

• 

Major a T. V. 
B. Isaac. 


Captain M. 
Dillon. 

■ 

Brevet-Major Jas. 
Jorden. 

Captain F. D. Cas- 
sedy. 


Captain J. Gor< 
don. 


Captain 1. P. 
Jlilles. 

Ensign H. 
lauton. 

■ Wounded, 

Captain D. Stewart 




Cadet Dyce, 


lieutenant R. J. 
Cochrane. 




Cadet Mad- 
den. 


lieutenant Holroyd 






Lieutenant H.Lam- 
pen. 





- 


Lieutenant 

McKinnon. 






lieutenant Gib- 
bons, Bind lle- 
pinient, attach- 
ed. 


. 

' 

.Missing. 


(Sa.) E, CUNLIFFE, Capt., 

Actg, JBde^-MaJ. 


(Sd.) C. A, WINDHAM, Maj.-Genl., 

ComVg. Catcnpore jDivn, 


43 
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Eeiurn of JcillecI, wounded and missing, of the undermentioned 
regiments on the S9lh November 1857 in action near Catvnpoj'e. 


Corps. 

Field officers. 
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(Sd.) E. CUNDIFFB, Capt., (Sd.) C. A. WINDHAM, Maj.-Gcnh, 

Acfg. Scle.-JiraJ. Comtlrj. Cawnpore X>ivn. 


Nominal roll of officers hilled, 'wounded, and missing in action 
with the enemy near Chnonpore, on the ^9lh November 1857. 


Her l^In]osiy*s 
^itb. 

Her Jlaicsty’s 
Clth. 

Her Majesty’s 
S2iid. 

Her Majesty’s 
SSth. 

Her Majesty’s 
Rifles. . 

— 



Lieutenant A. P. 
Hensley. 



Killed, 






1 



Lienten.antondl 
Inh'rpreter C.j 
Arinstrong. 

Wounded. 






Missing. 

1 





r.. cuxuFFi;. tsd.) c. a. -windham, 

Arlp. Sile.-Maj. Comtiff. Cinriipore Vrvrt, 
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From Major-General J. E. Dupuis, Commanding Boyal Artillery in India, to 
Major-General G. A. 'Windham:, c.b.. Commanding the Caionyore Fivkion, 
— dated Cawnpore, 30th November 1837, 

Without eufcering into any detail of the operations carried on by 
the force under your command, on the 26th, 27th, 28th, and 29th instant,' 
which I consider unnecessary, as you were present the whole time, yet I 
feel it my duty to bring to your notice the excellent conduct of the 
officers, non-commissioned officers and men, both of the Boyal and 
and Bengal Artiller}^ ivhom you placed under my command. 

Lieutenant Oliver, R. A., who was in command of a hastily equipped 
battery of two 9-pounders and two 24-pounder howitzers, manned by a 
few Royal Artillery and Bengal gunners and some Sikhs, did his best 
to bring his guns into action on the first day’s operations on the Pandoo 
River ; yet from his extreme inexperience I thought it better to place 
m'y aide-de-camp, Captain Sarsfield Greene, R. A., in command, and I 
beg to bring to your notice the admirable manner in which he directed 
and fought the guns at the close of the day. 

On the 27th he supported the Rifle Brigade and 88th Connaught 
Rangers, and as our force retired .he assisted to protect the retreat. 
Again on the 28th, he supported Colonel Walpole and the Rifle Brigade 
on the advance on the left, and assisted materially in the capture of two 
IS-pounder guns. On the 29th he commanded four guns in the fort. 
Lieutenant Chamier, of the Madras Artillery, who commanded six light 
guns, performed his duties entirely to my satisfaction, particularly on the 
28th, Avhen he was attached to the force under Brigadier Carthew. 

I beg also to bring to your consideration the conduct of Lieutenant- 
Colonel John Adye, my Assistant Adjutant-General, who volunteer- 
ed on the night of the 27th, and brought from the centre of the town 
a 24'i)0under gun, which had been left behind in the retreat, in conse- 
quence of its having been jammed in one of the narrow streets. ' This 
officer was assisted by Captains Austen and Bradford, of the Bengal 
Artillery. On the 29th he again volunteered and took command of 
the same gun, (manned by a few sailors and Madras gunners), and 
placed it in a position to protect the canal where it proved of good ser- 
vice during the day. I beg also to testify to the willing exertions of 
Senior Surgeon R. G. Elliot on all occasions. 

J^j-m General Sir Goztn Campbell, k.c.b., Commandcr-in Chief of the Army, to the 
Bight Mon’ble Yiscovst; Ci.v:siHiG, Governor-General. of India in Council , — 
dated Sead-Qitariers Camp, Gawnpore, the lOlh December 1837. 

; I have the honour lo report to your Lordship that late on 
'the night of the 3rd instant, the convoy which had given in.e so much 
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ntixiefy, including the families and half the -wounded, was finally des- 
patched, and on the 4'th and oth the last arrangements were made for 
consigning the remainder of the -n’ounded in places of safet}', while a 
portion of^he troops was -withdrawn from the entrenchments to join the 


camp. 

On the afternoon of the 5th, about 3 P. M., the enemy attached our' 
left picquet with artillery, and showed infantry round our left flanh. _ A 
desultoi-y fire was also begun on our picquets in the General Gung, 
which is an old bazaar of very considerable extent along the canal, in 
front of the line occupied by the camp. These advanced positions had 
been held since our arrival by Brigadier Greathed’s brigade with great 
firmness, the Brigadier having displayed his usual judgment in their 
arrangement and support. On two or three occasions he had been 
supported by Captain Peel’s heavy guns and Captain Bourchier's field 
battery, when the artillery of the enemy had annoyed him and the 
general front of the camp. 

After two hours of cannonading the enemy retired on the afternoon 
in question. 

Arrangements were then made for a general attack on him the 
next day. 

His left occupied the did ca-ntcmment from which General lYindham’s 
post had been principally assailed. His centre was in the city of 
Cawnpore, and lined the houses and bazaars overhanging the canal, which 
separated it from Brigadier Greathed’s position, the principal streets 
having been afterwards discovered to be barricaded. 

His right stretched some way beyond the angle formed by the 
Grand Trunk Koad and the canal, two miles in rear of ivhicli the camp 
of the Gwalior Contingent was pitched, and so covered the Calpee Road. 
This was the line of retreat of that body. 

In short the canal along which were placed his centre and right 
was the main feature o£ his position and could only be passed in the 
latter direction by two bridges. 

It appeared to me, if his right w-ere vigorously attacked, that it 
would be driven from its position without assistance coining from other 
parts of his line, the wall of the town which gave cover to our attacking 
columns on our right being an effective obstacle to the movement of 
any portion of bis troops from bis left to right. 

Thus Iho possibility became apparent of attacking his division 
in detail. 


to i’^triligcnco received before and after the action, there scorns 

o t itt e doubt that in consequence of the arrival of four rogiraonts 
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from Oudh, and the gathering of vai-ious mutinous corps ^^'hich had 
suffered in previous actions, as Avell as the assemblage of all the Nana’s 
followers, the strength of the enemy now amounted to about 25,000 men, 
with all the guns belonging to the Contingent, some 36 in number, 
together with a few guns belonging to the Nana. 

Orders were given to General Windham, on the morning of the 6th, 
to open a heavy bombardment at 9 A. M. from the entrenchment in the 
old cantonment and so induce the belief in the enemy that the attack 
was coming from the General’s position. 

The camp was struck early, and all the baggage driven to the* 
riverside under a guard, to avoid the slightest risk of accident. 

Brigadier Greathed, reinforced by the 64th Regiment, was desired 

to hold the same ground opposite the' 
centre of the enemy, which he had 
been occupying for some days past as 
abovementioned, and at 11 a.m, the' 
rest of the force, as per margin, was 
drawn up in contiguous columns in 
rear of some old cavalry lines and 
effectually masked from the observa- 
tion of the enemy. 

The cannonade from the en- 
trenchment having become slack at 
this time, the moment had arrived 
for the attack to commence. 

The Cavalry and Horse Artillery 
having been sent to make a, detour 
on the left and cross the canal by a 
bridge a mile-and-half further up, 
and threaten the enemy’s rear, the 
Infantry deployed in parallel lines 
fronting the canal. 

Brigadier Hope’s Brigade was in advance in one line. Brigadier 
Inghs Brigade being in rear of Brigadier Hope. ^ 

At the same time Brigadier Walpole, assisted by Captain qmin » 
leld Battery, Royal Artillery, was directed to pass the bridrre im J ^ 
diately to the left of Brigadier Greathcd’s.position and I d ' T 
en-yfrom the brick-kilns, keeping the wall of Ihe city 


Jirigaaier Greathed’s Brigade, 

Her Majesty’s 8th Foot. 

„ _ 64tli „ 

2iid Punjab Infantry. 

Artillery Brigade. 

Two Troops, Hor.se Artillery, 

Thrae Light FieW Hattaries. 

Guns of iho Naval Brigade. 

Heavy Field Battery, Royal Artillory. 

Cavalry Brigade. 

Her Majesty’s 9t,h Lanoers. 
Detafthinoors, 1st, 2od, and 5th Pun- 
jab Cavalry, and Hudson’s Horae. 
4th Infantry Brigade. 

Her Majesty’s 53rd Regiment. 

„ 42nd aud g3rd 
landers. 

4th Punjab It ides. 

Sth Infantry Brigade. 

Her Majesty's 23rd Fusiliers. 

,, 32nd Regiiiiont. 

,, 82nd 

6th Infantry Brigade. 

2nd and 3rd Battalions, Rifle Brigade. 
Detachment, Her Majesty's 38th Foot. 
Engineer Brigade. 

Royal Eogioeers and Detachments 
' Bengal and Punjab. 

Sappers and Miners attached to the 
various brigades of Infantry, 


High- 
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The whole attack then proceeded, the enemy quickly respondino- 
from his proper right to the fire of our heavy and field artillery. Good 
use was made of these guns by Captain Peel, c. B., E.. N., and the 
artillery officers under Major-General Dupuis, c. B., E, A., Brigadier 
Crawford, E. A., and Major Turner, E. A. ’ 

The Sikhs of the 4th Punjab Infantry thrown into skirmishing 
order, supported by Her Majesty’s 53rd Foot, attacked the enemy in 
some old mounds and brick-ldlns to our left with great vigour. 

The advance then continued Avith rapidity along the whole line,, 
and I had the satisfaction of observing in the distance that Brigadier 
Walpole Avas making equal progress on the right. 

The canal bridge AA'as quickly passed, Captain Peel leading over 
it Avith a heavy gun, accompanied by a soldier of Her Majesty’s 531x1, 
named Hannaford. 

The troops Avhich had gathered together resuming their line of 
formation with great rapidity on either side as soon as it was crossed, 
and continuing to drii’^e the enemy at ail points, his camp being reached 
and taken at 1 p. M.,and bis rout being complete along the Calpee Eoad, 

I must here draw attention to the manner iu which the heaiy 24- 
pounder guns Avere impelled and managed by Captain Peel and his gallant 
sailors. Through the extraordinary energy and goodwill with which the 
latter have worked, their guns have been constantly in advance through- 
out our late operations, from the relief of LucknoAV till now, as if they 
Avere light field pieces, and the service rendered by them in clearing our 
front has been incalculable. On this occasion there Aims the sight be- 
held of 24-pounder guns advancing Avith the first line of skirmishers. 

Without losing any time the pursuit Avith cavalry, infantry, and 
light artillery was pressed Avith the gi-eatest eagerness to the four- 
teenth milestone on the Calpee Eoad, and I have reason to believe that 
GA'ery gun and cai't of ammunition AA'hich had been in ' that part of 
the enem3’'’s position Avhich had been attacked now fell into our posses- 
sion. 

I had the satisfaction of accompanying the troops engaged in the 
punsuit, and of being able to bear AA’itness to their strenuous endeavours 
to make the most of the success which had been achieved. 

When I passed the camp and went forAA'ard on the Calpee Eoad; 
IMajor-General Mansfield Avas desired by me to make arrangements for 
tlic attack of the position called the Subadar’s Tank, Avhich extend- 
ed round the left rear of the enemy’s position in the old cantonments, . 
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Lord- 


nne I be? to enclose for you 
As tins operation was a sepaiate one, g 

si, ip's copsideration the Majop-GeperaVs ora narratn'C. 

troops having returned from the pursuit alnudmght on he 
6th, and their baggage having reaehed them on 

next day Bri-adier-General Grant was detached m pm-siut on the 8th 
ivith the cavalry, some light artillery, and a brigade of infantry, iv.th 

orders to destroy public buildings belonging to the h,ana „a!!lb at 
Eithoor, and to press on to Serai Ghat, tn-enty-Bve miles from hence, 
if he had good tidings of the retreating enemy. This duty was admir- 
ably performed by the Brigadier-General, and he caught the enemy 
when he was about to cross the river ■with his remaining guns. 

The Brigadier-General attacked him with great vigour, and by tbc 
excellent disposition he made of his force succeeded in taking every 
gun the enemy possessed, mthoub losing a single man. I have the 
pleasure to enclose the Brigadier-General’s report for your Lordship’s 
persual. 

It now remains for me to bring to your Lordship’s notice the 
officers who have distinguished themselves during the series of opera- 
tions which have occurred under my onm eyes, since this field force 
.left the neighbourhood of Lucknow. 

I have a particular pleasure in again bringing to your Lordship’s 
notice the zeal and great ability with AvJiich Bfajor-Gcneral W. R, 
Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, has conducted the very important duties 
of his high position, and of my obligation to him for the most valuable 
assistance he has' afforded me during the whole of the recent operations. 
I desire also to call your Lordship’s attention to the able and distin- 
guished manner in which he conducted the troops placed under his 
orders, after the enemy’s centre had been divided, to the attack of their 
strong position at the Subadar’s Tank, and to recommend to your Lord- 
ship’s favourable consideration the names of the officei-s wdio assisted him. 

I have to thank Brigadier-General Hope Grant. c.B., veiy parti- 
cularly for the admirable manner in which he has conducted the duties 
ot the force, and m^e particularly for his exertions , on the 6th De- 
cem CT. and the capital operations he performed on the Sth and 9t!i 
■and “ ‘io highest toms of his divisional 

Lieutenant F. S. Eoberts,*' Deputy Aesistoi'; 


* General Lord Roberts, V.C„ g.c.b. 
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Quartermaster-General ; Captain the Hon’ble A. H. Anson, Aide-de- 
Camp; Lieutenant 0. W. Havelock extra Aide-de-Camp, and* Captain 
H, M. ^Vilson, Deputy Judge- Advocate-General. 

I have the greatest satisfaction in bringing to your Lordship’s 
notice Brigadiers Greathed, the Hon’ble A. Hope,' “Walpole, and Inglis. 
These officers have all exerted themselves to the utmost, and have 
fully justified my expectations. They desire to record their obligations 
to the officers commanding corps in their respective brigades and tO' 
their brigade staff as follows : — 

Captain Hinde, Her Majesty’s 8th Regiment; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wells, Her Majesty’s 23rd Fusiliers ; Major Lowe, Commanding Her 
Majesty’s 32nd Regiment; Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly, Her Majesty’s 
38th Regiment; Lieutenant-Colonel Thorold, Her Majesty’s 42nd High- 
landers; Colonel Faber, Her Majesty’s 53rd Regiment; Major Bingham, 
Her Majesty’s 64th Regiment; Lieutenant-Colonel Hale, Her Majesty’s 
82nd Regiment; Lieutenant-Colonel Leith Hay, Her Majesty’s 93rd 
Highlanders; Lieutenant- Colonel Horsford, 3rd Battalion, Rifle Brigade; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fyers, 2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade ; Captain Green, 
Commanding 2nd Punjab Infantry ; Lieutenant W. C. L. Ryves, Com- 
manding 4th Punjab Rifles ; Captain J. M. Bannatyne, Brigade-Major, 
3rd Brigade ; Captain J. H. Cox, Brigade-Major, 4th Brigade ; Captain 
Lightfoot, Brigade- Major, 5th Brigade; Liuetenant C. A. Bar well, 
Brigade-Major, 6th Brigade. 

Owing to his knowledge of the ground I requested Major-General 
Windham to remain in command of the entrenchment, the fire of 
which was a very important feature in the operations of the 6th De-. 
cember, although I felt and explained to General Windham that it was 
a command hardly worthy of an officer of his rank. He gave me 
every satisfaction, and I have to thank him accordingly. 

I must particularly notice the exertions of Captain H. W. Norman,* 
Assistant Adjutant-General of the Army ; of Captain Herbert Bruce, 
Deputy Quartermaster-General ; and of Captain J. H. Smj'th of the 
Bengal Artillery, the latter of whom had been requested by me to take 
command of the Artillery in the entrenchment as a special duty. 

Captain Smyth has rendered other great and valuable services 
since he left Calcutta, of which I have not had an opportunity before 
.of recording my approval. 


* General Sir H. W. Norman, g.c.b., g.c.m.g,', c.i.e. 
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I desire also to bring to your Lordship’s favourable notice, the 
officers on the General Staff or belonging to the personal staff of 
myself or Major- General Mansfield, 'uis;.. Captain H. R. Garden, Assistant 
Quartermaster-General ; Lieutenant G. Allgood, and Captain T. A. 
Carey, Deputy Assistants Quartermaster-General; Captain G. C. Hatch, 
Deputy Judge-Advocate-General of the Army ; Captain Sir David Baird, 
Bart, my first Aide-de-Camp ; Captain J. Metcalfe, Interpreter ; Lieute- 
nant W. 0. Lennox, Royal Engineers ; Captain W. Rudman, Acting 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Her Majesty’s Forces ; Lieutenant Hope 
Johnstone, Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General to the Chief of the Staff; 
Lieutenant F. M. Alison and Captain Forster, my Aides-de-Camp; and 
Captain Mansfield and Lieutenant D. M. Murray, Aide-de-Camp and 
extra Aide-de-Camp to the Chief of the Staff. 

To the crew of H. M. S. Shannon and to the Royal and Bengal 
Artillery my thanks are alike due ; but more particularly to Captain 
Peel, C.B., R.N. ; to Brigadier Crawford, Royal Artillery, and to Major 
Turner, Bengal Horse Artilleiy. I cannot refrain from again drawing 
jmur Lordship’s most marked attention to the very distingnished merits 
of the last-named (Major Turner). 

As is always the case in .the three services, the batteries and 
troops were manoeuvred with remarkable dexterity. 

Captain Peel has brought to ray favourable notice’ Lieutenant 
Vaughan, R. N., and I should much wish that this recommendation 
may be known at the Admii-alty ; and Brigadier Crawford has expressed 
his obligations to his Brigade-Major, Captain H. L. G. Bruce, Bengal 
■Artillery, and has mentioned with marked distinction all the officers 
-holding commands, viz,, Captain Travers, Commanding Royal Artillery ; 
Captains Remmington and Blunt, Commanding troops p£ Bengal 
Horse Artillery ; Captains Middleton and Smith, Royal Artillery ; and 
Captain Bourchier, Bengal Artillery, Commanding Light Field Batteries; 
Captain Longden, R.A., Commanding a heavy battery, and Lieutenant 
Bridge, Commanding two guns, Madras Horse Artillery. 

■ Major-General Dupuis, C.B., Roy’-al Artillery, commanded the 
artillery during the action in consequence of his accidental irresence in 
camp, and I beg to thank him for his exertions as well as those of his 
staff, viz., Lieutenant-Colonel Adye, C.B., R. A.,' Assistant Adjutant- 
General, and Captain Greene, R. A., Aide-de-Camp. 

Colonel Harness, Royal Engineers, was also jjresent in the same 
manner, and accompanied me throughout the action, 


50 
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General Grant lias also brought to my notice the distinguished 
conduct of Brigadier Little, Commanding the Ca valry, as also of officers 
commanding corps in that brigade and its staff officers, viz., Major Ouvry, 
9th Lancers; Lieutenant Watson, Ist Punjab Cavalry; Lieutenant 
Probyn, 2nd Punjab Cavalry ; Lieutenant Younghusband, 5th Punjab' 
CaYalry; Lieutenant H. Gough, Hodson’s Horse, and Captain- H, A. 
Sarel, Major of Brigade. 

During the pursuit of the 6th and the operation of the 9tli the 
Cavalry maintained that high character for dash and perseverance which 
have distinguished them since they took the field dn the numerous 
engagements of their long campaign. 

I desire also to mention Major Pajme, of the -53rd Regiment, whom 
I saw performing very valuable service during the first advance on the 
6th instant. 

I must Jiot allow this opportunity to pass without bearing my 
testimony to the unwearied zeal and assiduity of the Superintending 
Surgeon, Dr. J. 0. Brown, Bengal Artillery, which have never flagged 
for an instant, and have been of the greatest use to the force in the field 
from the time the troops first took the field before going to Delhi. I 
beg to I'ecommend him most particularly to your Lordship’s favourable 
consideration. 

Annexed are returns of killed and wounded, and of captured 
ordnance, as well as a sketch of the ground,* 


From Major-G-eneral W. E. Maksfield, Chief of the Staff, to G-eneral Sir 
C. Campbell, g. c. b., Commander-in-Chief, — dated Sead-Qxtarlers Camp, ' 
Cawnpore, the lOlh JDecemher ISoT. 

In obedience to your Excellency’s instructions, when I left your side 
after the capture of the enem 3 '’s camp on the afternoon of the 6th 
December, I proceeded to make the arrangements for taking the position 
called the Subadar’s Tank, in rear of the enemy’s left, and about a mile- 
and-a-half in a direct line from the entrenchment through the old can- 
tonments. 

Before ad'vancing, measures were taken for the safeguard of the 
captured camp, Colouel Kelly, with a Aving of 3Sth Foot, being placed 
in position for that puipose. in addition to the 23rd Regiment, Avhich . 
had already been left there by your Excellency, 

* l.liis sketch could not be found among the records. 
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These' two regiments repelled an attack in the course of the 
afternoon, and took two guns from the enemy. 

The 93rd Highlanders who had been placed on the Grand Trunk 
Road, beyond the camp to the left, at the time that your Excellency 
gave the ordei-s for pressing the pursuit of the enemy along the- Ciilpee 
Road, wei’e now, at 2 p. tr., beginning to suffer from the enemy’s gunsi 
w'hich were in position about 1,000 yards in their front, in the enclo- 
sures between them and the tank. 

They were advanced' a short distance with Captain Middleton’s 
Field Battery, R. A., which answered the enemy’s guns until the Rifle 
Brigade under Brigadier Walpole and the heavy field battery under 
Captain Longdeu, R. A,, could be brought up. 

In the course of half-an-hour this had taken place, and the heavy 
field battery pushed along the road intersecting the Grand Trunk 
Road about a mile to the left of the enemy’s 'camp, and leading 
directly to the old cantonment. 

The Rifles were extended in skirmishing order some 300 5’^ards on 
each side of the road slightly in advance of the heavy guns, the • 
Highlanders being kept in reserve. 

These arangements having been made, the advance took j>lace, 
and the enemy began to give way immediately, successive positions 
being taken up and a rapid fire maintained by Captain Longden and 
Captain Middleton, of the R. A., the Rifles passing through the enclo- 
sures to the right, and the broken ground to the left of the road, with 
much spirit, under the able directions of Brigadier Walpole. 

On the entrance of the village being reached, wdiich may be distin- 
guished as the soldiers’ burial-ground, although the enclosures were still 
held to a certain degree by the enemy, it appeared to me expedient to 
push the field battery through the village at a gallop, and take 
position in the plain, with the Tank on the right, the infantry being 
desired to press forward as fast as they could. 

This was done very well by Captain Middleton, R. A., and he had 
the satisfaction of firing at the enemy’s guns as they disappeared along 
the Bithoor Road, whilst the Rifles were still running up to his 
support. 

The position was then fairly occupied. Brigadier Hope coming up 
with the reserve of Highlanders and taking charge of the picquets 
which were thrown out on the line of the enemy’s retreat. 

About 4 P. M. the position which had been taken was attacked ;by 
artillery brought . by the enemy from the old cantonment. . 
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T,bes 0 guns miglifc have been taken ; but I refrained from giving 
the necessary order, being aware that ib was contrary to your Excel- 
lency’s wish to involve the troops among the enclosures and houses of 
the old cantonment ; and that if the slightest advance had been made 
in that quarter, ib would have been necessary, at whatever loss, to 
make no stop till the entrenchment should have been reached. 

When Captain Longden’s and Captain Middleton’s batteries had 
hlmost succeeded in silencing the enemy’s fire, the position was attacked 
by some guns of the enemj'^ from the broken ground of the plain on 
exactly the opposite side. They could not be seen, except by their 
smoke. They were, however, answered quickly, and ,all the men and 
field hospital, &c., having been put under tolerable cover, no harm was 
suffered by the troops in consequence of this attack. 

At dusk I had the satisfaction of seeing large bodies of the enemy’s 
infantry and cavalry move round to the west of the position about a 
mile distant, in full retreat. 

It not being possible to communicate with your Excellency after 
sunset, the position taken up being almost isolated, and as reported to 
me, there being considerable numbers of the enemy still in occupation 
of the town and old cantonment, the jjicquets all round the position 
were slightly strengthened, and the troojjs bivouacked by their arms. 

Everything having been quiet during the night, the Highlanders 
were withdrawn the next morning, and replaced by the 38th Foot 
under your Excellencj^’s orders. 

My thanks are eminently due to Brigadier Walpole, who command- 
ed the advance, and Brigadier Hope, commanding the reserve ; to 
Captains Middleton and Longclen, commanding the batteries of artil- 
lery, and to my Aide-de-Camp, Captain Mansfield, who was of the great- 
est use to me till he was unfortunately severel}’' wounded after the 
guns had passed the village. 

Captain Herbert Bruce, Deputy Quartermaster-General, whose 
merits are so highly considered by your Excellency, distinguished.-hiin- 
self very much b}*^ his knowdedge and appreciation of the ground, and 
was the cause of my being able to dmect the troops v>dth tolerable 
certainty. 

The Brigadiers report veiy highly on the conduct of the ofiicers 
commanding corps, viz . : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel A, S. L. Hay^’, 93rd Highlanders. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Horsford, 3rd Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
rcvct-Lieutenaut-CoIoncl Fyers, 2ncl Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
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From Brigadier-G-eneval Hope Geaht, Commanding the Force, to Major-G-ene- 
ral Hansjield, Chief of the Staff, — dated Camp Serai Ghat, 11th December 1857. 


At midday on the 8th instant 
3Ien. Guns. 

1st Troop 1st Brigadoi 

Horse Artillery ... 83 5 

- fth Company, 14th Bat- 
talion, Royal Artillery 139 6 

9th Lancers ... 327 


5th Punjab Cavalry 

85 

Hodson’s Horae 

109 

- 

743 

4lh Brigad 

e. 

42nd Highlanders 

403 

53rd Foot 

413 

93rd Highlanders 

806 

4th Punjab Rifles 

332 

Sappers 

1,954 

KlO 


having received His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chiefs orders, through 
jmu, to inarch to Bithooi-, and if I 
thought it advisable or heard of 
any of the rebels’ guns being at 
Serai Ghat, a ferry about twenty-five 
miles above Cawnpore, on the Ganges, 
to proceed there, I started with the 
force named in the margin, and from 
what I could learn on the road I had 
reason to believe that a certain num- 


Totai 2,797 7i guns had been taken to this 

■ “ ghat. Towards evening I halted the 

force, and directed the men to have their dinners. I then proceeded 
on to Sheorajpore, — a village on the road within three miles of Serai 
Ghat, where I halted the force until daylight. I then collected the 
baggage, and had it placed in a safe spot covered by a portion of 
artillery, cavalry and infantry. 

I moved the remainder within about two miles of the Ghat, when 


I proceeded to reconnoitre with a party of the 9 th Lancers, and found 
'on the banks of the river a force assembled, and horsemen and sepoys 
.with baggage moving down towards the spot. I immediately ordered 
up the cavalry and guns ; but the road under the banks of the river 
was of such a dangerous nature from the quicksands, that the heavy 
.9-pounders of Captain Middleton’s Battery drawn by tired horses, ran 
great risks of being altogether stopped, and it was only through the 
■ hard exertions and praiseworthy conduct of Captain Middleton, Lieute- 
nant Millman, in command of the battejy, and the men, that the guns 
were got through. An 18-pounder of the enemy was here discovered 
-fixed in the quicksand. Two guns of the Field Battery having got over 
this difficult}^, and on to the dry bank of the river, soon got into posi- 
tion, and under a very severe fire from thirteen of the rebels’ guns, 
Lieutenant Millman brought his guns into play. iSoon after Captain 
Eemmington’s troop galloped up, and took uj? a most admirable position 
covered by the bank of a ditch, opening on the eneni}’- a flanking fire 
which, together with the remainder of the Field Battery, now come up. 
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in half-an-hour’s time completely silenced the enemy’s fire and put 
them in full retreat. 

A force of the rebels’ cavalry upon this came up to try and take 
our guns ; but the 9th Lancers, under Major Ouvry, the 5th Punjab 
Horse, under Lieutenant Younghusband, and Hodson’s Horse, under 
Lieutenant Gough, the whole commanded by Brigadier Little, advanced 
upon them, drove them away, and Lieutenant Younghusband, who was 
•sent out in pursuit with his men, cut up some 80 or 90 stragglers, and 
took three standards. 

The movement of our cavalry towards the rear of the enemy, no 
doubt had the effect of hurrying their retreat from their guns ; but the 
ground was of such a nature as to prevent the possibilit}^ of getting at 
them before they had got under cover of trees and houses. 

The Infantry Brigade, under Brigadier the Hon’ble Adrian Hope, 
w'as of great use in supporting the advance of the cavalry ; but before 
they reached the ground the enemy were in retreat. 

As soon as possible I sent up the Sikh Infantry to secure the guns, 
and am happy to say fourteen brass guns and one 18-pounder, with 
limbers, wagons, &c., and a large quantity of ammunition, were taken. 

The success was complete, and I am truly grateful to God and happy 
to say, though the fire of grape from the enemy was most severe and 
well-placed, falling amongst the artillery like hail, I had not a single 
man even wounded, and only one home of Captain Middleton’s Battery 
killed. It was truly mai’vellous and providential. Thirteen guns, most 
of them 9-pGunders and 24-pounder howitzers, were plajdng with grape 
on the gallant artillery, and with round shot upon the cavalry, the 
former within about 500 yards — and His Excellency is well aware with 
what precision these rebels fire their guns — yet not one single man 
Avas wounded, 

I gave directions at once to remove everything from the sj)ot, and 
the Highlanders, 53rd Regiment and Sikhs, with a most praiseworthy 
zeal and activity, brought off all the guns, wagons, &c., from the 
quicksands, beyond which they had been placed. The troops had been 
marching since 1 o’clock on the 8th, with occasional halts ; and the mov- 
ing in of the guns to a position I had taken up for them within about 
three-quarters of a mile of the camp was not accomplished till dusk 
the following day. They had little to eat or drink for nearly twenty- 
four hours ; but there ivas not a complaint. 
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I beg to request you will lay the names of the undermentioned 
officers before His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief: — Captain 
Middleton who commanded the whole of the artillery rendered the 
gi’eatest services, both in the action and in the movung of the guns ; ■ 
Lieutenant Millman who commanded the battery ; Captain Remming- 
ton who worked his guns admirably and who was most zealous in giving 
every assistance to Captain Middleton ; Brigadier A. Little to whom I 
was much indebted for his cavalry sujoport to the guns, and for the 
way in which he brought his force to the front on the advance of the 
enemy. 

Major Ouvry, Commanding the 9th Lancers, a most active and 
zealous officer. 

Lieutenant Younghusband, Commanding 5th Punjab Cavalry, and 
Lieutenant Gough, Commanding Hodson’s Horse. I’o all of whom my 
thanks are due for the very able way in which they commanded their 
regiments. 

Lieutenant Malcolm, Commanding the Royal Engineers, and 
Lieutenant Forbes, Commanding the Bengal Engineers, who with their 
men executed the work entrusted to them with great ability and zeal. 

Brigadier theHon’ble A. Hope, Commanding the Infantry Brigade, 
was of the greatest possible assistance, and behaved with his usual well- 
known gallantry. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Thorold, Commanding 4!2nd Highlanders ; Col- 
onel Faber, Commanding 53rd Regiment ; Lieutenant-Colonel Leith- 
Hay, Commanding 93rd Highlanders ; and Captain Ryvcs, Commanding 
- 4th Punjab Infantr 3 ^ My thanks are also due to these officers for the 
. able manner in which they commanded their regiments. 

Captain McLeod, 42nd Highlanders, Commanding the rear-guard. 
Lieutenant Smith, Commanding two 9-pounder guns — who performed 
the duties entrusted to them to my satisfaction — Captain Anderson,' 
ex-Commissai’iat Officer, whose duties were very severe, and Captain 
Carey, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General — were most attentive 
and zealous. Captain Sarel, Brigade-Major of Cavalry ; Captain Cox, 
Brigade-Major of Infantr}’-, deserve my warmest approbation. Captain 
the Hon'ble G. A. Anson, my Aide-de-Camp, afforded me on this, as on 
every other occasion, the greatest assistance. Lieutenant Havelock, 
extra Aide-de-Camp, was very useful. Brigadier the Honffile A. Hope 
talks in the highest strains of Lieutenant A. 'Butter, 93rd Highlander.?, 
his acting Aide-de-Camp ; Captain Bruce, head of the Intelligence 
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Department, rendered me very great assistance in procuring information 
regarding the movements of the enemy. 


Retvjvn of ordnance, ammunition \mgons, ammunition, cOc., 
ca2Jhired on the 9th December 1857 at Semi Ghat. 


Nature of ordnance. 
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Camp Sebai Ghat, 
The lOCh December 1S57, 


(Sd.) W. Vr. MinULETON, Capf., R. A., 

Commanding, 

(True copy.) 

(Sd.) H. W. NORMAN,' Capt, 

Asst, Adjt,.Gcni, of the Armu. 































Jteturn of casualties of the Field Force under the command of General Sir Colin Campbell, k. c. b,, Gommander-in- 
' Chief, from the 3rd to the 8th December (inclusive') 1857, 
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LIST of officers Jcillecl. 


Biifiatlo. 

1 

Rank and names of officers. 

Regiments 

, . Remarks, 

Slaff 

Lieutenant C. J. Salmond... 

7th Light Cavalry 

Orderly Officer to 




Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Grant. 

3i'd Intanlry Brigade... 

„ T. M. Vincent... | 

Her Majesty’s Stli Regiment 



LIST of officers wounded. 


Brigade, 

Rank and names of officers. 

Regiments. 

Remarks. 

Staff 


Major-General "W-R. Mans- 
field, ■ 

Chief of the Staff ... 

Slightly. 

Do. 


Captain J. AT. Mansfield ... 

Aide-de-camp to Chief 
of the Stall. 

Severely. 

Artillery 



„ C. S. Longden ... 

Koyal Artillery 

Slightly. 

Cavalry 

««• ••• 

„ Forbes 

1st Punjab Cavalrj’ ... 

Do. 

4th Infantry Brigade 

Lieutenant and Adjutant 
J. MacNeill. 

Her i^Iajesty’s 63rd 
Regiment. 

Severely 

4fh 

Ditto 

Lieutenant H. C. Stirling... 

Her Majesty’s OSrS 
Highlanders. 

D.o. (since dead). 

8th 

Ditto 

Ensign C. J, AVrench 

Her Majesty’s 23rd 
Fusiliers. 

Do. (accidentally). 

Clh 

Ditto 

„ A. Graham 

Her Majesty’s 23rd 
Fusiliers. 

Do. ;do. 

eth 

Ditto 

„ Dyeo ... 

Her Majesty’s 2nd 
Battalion, Rifle.Bri- 
gade. 

Do. 

61h 

Ditto 

Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. 

- Horsford. 

Her Majesty’s 2nd 
Battalion, Rifle Bri- 

Slightly. 




gade. 

; r 1 

■ 


(Bd.) H. Y". NOEMAK-, Capf., 

Asst. Adjt.-Gsnl. of the Avmii, 
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RETURN of ordnance, ammunition ivagons, ^'c., captured on the 
6th of December 1857 at Caxmiptore,- 

CaTiIP Oawnpore, 

The l^th December 1857. 




10 1 2 An immense quantity of shot, shell and- 
ammunition of aii kinds was also taken, 
of which no detailed account can at pre. 
sent he rendered. 


Total, seventeen guns captured. 


Examined. 

• CSd.) J. F. BRUCE, Oupt., 

Sde.-Maj, ' 


(Sd.) W. CRAWFORD, Brigr., 

Comdg, Artilioru, 


(True copy.) 

(Sd.) H. W. KORMAN, Capt., 

Asst. Adjt.-Genl. of the Army. 

By order of His Eicellenoy the Commander-in-Chief, 

(Sd.) Vr. MArHEW, Xieut..Col., 

Adit.-GenX, of the Army. 

(True copies.) 

‘ (Sd.) R. J. H. BIRCH, Col., 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, MiJy. Dept, 


General Orders by the Hon’ble the President of the Council of India 

in Council. 


Fort William, 30th March 1858. 


No. 510 of 1858. — In continuation of the list of casualties duriu" 

O 

the operations at Cawnpore on the 26th, 27th, ^Sth, and 29fch Novem- 
ber last, under Major-General Windham, c. B., announced in G. G. O. 
No. 47 of the 12th Januar}’- 1858, the Hon’ble the President of the 
Council of India in Council directs the publication of thefol’— 
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return of the casualties in the Madras Brigade during the engagements 
on those dates : — 


liehtrn of hilled and wounded of the Madras Brigade in action near 
Ca^vnpore on the 26th, 27th and SSth Noveniber 1857. 


Date. 

Corps or detaohment. 

Killed ov 
wounded. 
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Sladras Artillery 
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Staff 

{ 

Killed 

AVounded ...' 

2 
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... 


... 

, 

... 

... 


2Sth „ 

C Companv, nth 

battalion, ^ 











Bladi-ns Artillery 


AA'oundetl 
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... 

9 

... 
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Total 

2 

1 

T 

2 

1 

1 

1 



Nominal roll of Euroinan and Native commissioned officers of Uc 
Madras Brigade uminded in action near Cawnpore on the 
26th, 27th and 28th November 1857 , 


Date. 

Bank and, name. 

Corps or detach- 
ment. 

Appointment. 

1 Eemarks. 

28th November ... 

Captain A. Hewlett* 

27th BIndras Native! 
Infantry. 

Offg. Commissariat Officer 

Slightly. , 

28th 

„ C. H. Druryt. 

Ditto 

Brigade-BIajor ... 

Severe!}’. 

28th 

Jemadar Sheik Emom 

C Company, 6th 
Biittalion, 3Iad- 
1 ras Artillery. 


Slightly. 


* This ofTicer’s horse hilled iindor him on 28th November 1857. 
t Ditto ditto ditto 27th November 1857. 

Camp J?uitehpoiie, (Sd.) C. H. DEUET, Capt., 

The sih March ms. S Bde.-Maj., Madras Troops. 

(Sd.) 31. Cakthew, Mriffr., 

Comdg, Madras Troops in Venr/al, 
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Abstract of the above. 
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On 26th November 1857 

... f None killed or missing. 

U’'oun«ed 



1 



... 


27th 

...■1 M. i?.— Only 4 guns of bat- 


i 

i 



9 




3 

ij 26tli jt tt 

• ... C tery at Cawnpore. 

Total Wounded 

1 

2 

2 

10 


1 

4 




Camp UTe^vatee, "j. • (Sd.) E. CADELL, Lieut, and Capt., 

The 6th March 1833. S Comdg. C. Compy., Bth Battn., Madras Arty. 

(Sd.) M. CARTHEW, Briyr., 
Comdg. Madras Troops in Bcnga 1. 
(True copy.) 

(Sd.) H. W. NORMAM, il/u/., 

Bepy. Adjl..Gent. of the Army. 

(Sd.) F. D. ATKINSOX, Maj., 

OJfg. Secy, to the Govt, of India, Mity. Dept, 


From Major H. TV. Norman, Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Military . Department,— dated Mead- 
Quartei's Camp, Cawnpove, SSnd December 1S57 , 

With reference to my despatch of the 10th instant, No. 20-A and its 
enclosures,* relative to Brigadier M. Garthew’s defence of the bridge and 
Bithoor Eoad at Cawnpore on the 28th ultimo, I have now the honour 
by direction of the Oommander-in-Ohief, to forward for submission to the 

Eight Hon'ble the Governor-General 
in Council, copies of letters as per 
margin, marked A, B, and C. 

2. When the memorandum dated 
9th instant was written, copy of 
which was transmitted in my letter 
No. 20-A, and in which the conduct 
of Brigadier Carthew was commented on by His Excellency, the Com- 
'■ mander-in-Chief was under the -strongest impression that Brigadier 
Carthew had retired- from his post on the 28th November without 
orders, and that no discretionaiy power had been given to him. 


A. — From Brigadier M. Carthew,'to the 
Chief of the Staff, dated 15th December 
1857. 

B. — From the Chief of the Staff, to 
Major-General C. Windham, c.n., dated 
19th December 1857. 

C. — From Major-General C. Windham, 
C.B., to the Chief of the Staff, dated 19th 
December 1857. 


* See pages 36G to 370. 
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Sir Colin Campbell conceived ifc to be an imperative duty to rhark 
. ivhat he considered to be a violation of one of the first principles, 
of war. 

3, It appears now, however, that His Excellency’s impression was 
erroneous, and it is a matter of the sincerest regret to him, that his 
having acted under such erroneous impression should have been detri- 

- meutal to Brigadier Cartbew, and given -pain to that meritorious offioer.- 

4. The Oommander-in-Chief directs me to request that you will 
solicit the permission of his Lordship in Council that his memorandum 
of the 9th instant may be considered null and void, and if it should have 
been sent forward to the Government at Madras he begs that this fur- 
ther correspondence maj^ be despatched to the ^same] destination in 
justice to Brigadier Carthew. 


A. 

From Brigadier M. Caetiiew, Commanding 2Iadras Troops, to A[uJ or- General 
JIansfield, Chief of the Staff, — dated Cawnpore, loth December lSo7. 

"With reference to your communication to -me of the 9Lh December, 
convej-ing the remarks of His Excellency the Commahder-i'n- Chief, re- 
garding my retreat from the position I had been directed to defend by 
Major-General Windham, Commanding the Force, on the evening of the 
28th November, I beg I may be j)ermitted most respectfully to state 
that I was under the full impression that I had due authority from the 
Major-General to retire when the post became no longer tenable. 

I received a verbal message during that day, either from the late 
Captain McCrea or Lieutenant Budgeon, (I cannot recollect which) that . 
when I could hold out no longer,, I was to retire to the enti-euchment, 
■where Her Majesty’s 64th Regiment was located. 

I cannot call to mind receiving any expre.ss instructions to that 
effect from Major-General Windham himself, but I am under the im- 
pression that the Major-General, on the previous evening, made some 
sucb remark as “ well gentlemen, when we can hold out no longer we 
must retire to the entrenchment.” i 

Under that impression I acted during the day and made my retror 
.grade movement into the entrenchment in the evening, and I trust His 
Excellency will be able on this explanation to exonerate me from blame 
and censure in that particular respect. 
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B. 

From Major-General W. E. Mansfield, Chief of the Staff, to Major-G enerat 
WiNDHAir," C.B., Commanding 5th Srigade, — dated Sead-Q,iiarters Camjp,- 
near Cawnjpore, the 19th Fecemher 1857, 

I have the honour to enclose for your remarks a letter received from 
Brigadier Carthew in answer to a memorandum written by order of the 
Commander-in-Chief, and forwarded through you by the Assistant 
Adjutant-General of the Army, conveying His Excellency's opinions on 
the retreat of that officer from the post entrusted to his charge on the 
28th November 1857, without, as His Excellency conceived, any discre- 
tion- having been left him for such a movement mi his pai’t. 

His Excellency would be much obliged to yon to communicate to 
me for his information your opinion as to whether Brigadier Carthew 
had reason to imagine that a discretionary power was left to him in the 
ebiercise of his command of the post in question, which could be inter- 
preted in the sense implied in the enclosed letter. 

His Excellency’s impressions on this subject were founded on the 
fact of the general surprise displayed by yourself and others at the aban-, 
donraent of the post in question, after you had proceeded with the re- 
inforcements demanded some short time before, almost immediately after 
His Excellency’s arrival in the entrenchment. 


0 . 

From Major-General C. k. Windham, c. b., to Major-General 'ikk.m^VEva, 
Chief of the Staff, — dated Cawnpove, the 19 fh December 1857. 

In answer to your communication of to-day, I have the honour to 
state for the information of His Excellency that I think Brigadier 
Carthew has made a fair representation of my views. 

On the night of the 27 th at a general meeting of the superior officers 
I thought it my duty to hold as much of the town as, I could, -as ive 
might expect a large number of women and children, sick and wounded, 
to arrive shortly, that it would be cruel to shut them all up in the fort 
even if were* possible. 

. Therefore I was resolved that every one should hold on as long as- 
possible, and if obliged to fall back, they could but come to the fort at ' 
last. ■ • : 

Sic ia original. 
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In the plan of defence we abandoned the centre of the city, 
thinking it too cramped and narrow in its streets for the enemy to enter 
with his big guns. 

When I took ‘down the detachment of Rifles to Brigadier Carthew’s 
assistance, I observed it was a sharp- fight and immediately went and 
ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Watson and two companies, 82ud, to go to 
him, and saw him on the road there. 

I was in hopes this force would have prevented the necessity of 
bis retiring, which was the cause of my being surprised at it. 

(True copies.) 

(SJ.) H. W. NORMAN, Ilitj., 
Depy. Adjt.-Genl. of ihe Army, 


■From Major H. W. Noeuaw, Deputy Adjutant-G eneral of ihe Army, to ihe 
Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, — Mo. 36-A, 
dated Dead-Q^uarlers Camp, Cawnpore, 22nd December ISoT. 

I have the honour, by desire of the Oommander.-in-Chief, to transmit 
for the information of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in - 
Council copy of a letter dated the loth instant. No. 7, from Captain L. 
Barrow, Commanding the Volunteer Cavalry, with Major-General Sir J. 
Outram’s Force, bringing prominently to notice the names of officers 
who have done good service in the coi’ps under his command '; and I -am 
to request 3 mu will have- the goodness to acquaint His Lordship in 
Council that Sir James Outram has been requested to inform Captain 
Barrow that the merits of these ofiicers, and more especially of Captain 
Barrow himself as commandant of the Volunteer Cavalry, are highly 
appreciated by His Excellency. 


From Captain Baeeow, Commanding Folunteer Cavalry, to the Chief of the Staff, 
1st or Major-General Sir James Outbam’s Division', — No, 7, dated Gamp 
Alumhagh, 15th Decembe)’ 1857, 

As most of the officers of the Volunteer Cavalry have been 
retnoved by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, their services 
being otherwise required, and many others having left wounded, I trust 
I shall be excused for bringing prominently to notice the names of all 
• these officers who have performed their duty well, and in an entirely 
pew capacit}'. 
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2. The officers as per mar 

* Captain R. L. Thompson, 10th Bengal 

Native Infantry. 

* Captain Sheehy, Her Majesty’s 81st 

Regiment (dead). 

* Captain Hicks, 6th Bengal Native 

Infantry. 

* Lieutenant R. Chalmers, 45th Bengal 

Native Infantry. 

* Lieutenant Lynch, Her Majestj-^’s 70th 

Regiment. 

® Lieutenant "W. O. Swanston, 7th 
Madras Native Infantry. 

® Lieutenant Grant, 3rd Madras Euro- 
peans (dead). 

t Lieutenant Hearsey, 57th Bengal 

Native Infantry. 

t Lieutenant Wild, 40th Bengal Native 
Infantry. 

t Lieutenant Palliser, 63rd Bengal 
Native Infantry. 

« Lieutenant W. Ramsay, 17th Bengal 
Native Infantry. 

j- Lieutenant Brown, 56th Bengal Native 
Infantry (dead). 

t Lieutenant Birch, 1st Bengal Light 
Cavalry. 

* Cornet Fergusson, 8th Bengal Light 

C fl vslry « 

f Comet R. Goldsworthy, Her ^Iajestj'’s 
17th Lancers. 

f Comet W. Goldsworthy, Her Jlaj- 
esty’s 8th Hussars. 

* Ensign Brander, 37th Bengal Native 

Infant^. 

* Ensign Pearson, 27th Bengal Native 

Infantry. 

* Ensign Stewart, 17th Bengal Native 

Infantry. 

^ Ensign the Hon’ble H. H- llare> 1 / th 
Bengal Native Infantry. 

* Ensign Woodgate, 11th Bengal Native 

Infantry. 

Uncovenanted, 

* j; Erskine, Esq. (dead). 

® .W. Bews, Esq. 

* J. Anderson, Esq. 


giti marked* served since the force 
left Allahabad on the 6th July under 
General Havelock, and those markedf 
joined at various periods of the 
campaign. These officers have not 
only performed the duties of private 
soldiers and non-commissioned offi- . 
cers, but side b}^ side with the privates 
of the different regiments composing • 
the late field force. The arduous 
nature of these duties is so well 
known to the Major-General, that it 
only remains to bring to his notice 
the cheerful and exemplary manner ' 
in which the officers performed 
them. 

3. My object in bringing forward 
the names at this time is, that those 
now with His Excellency may have 
their conduct as volunteers under 
his notice in their nomination to 
other appointments, for under a some- 
what new and peculiar formation 
they have readily adapted them- 
selves to all circumstances, and 
behaved throughout as officers should 
do, anxious to prove themselves good 
soldiers. 


No. 1667 OF 1857. 

The Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council has received 
the accompanying despatch from His Excellency the Commander-in- 

Chief, and hastens to give publicity to it. 

It supplies an omission in a previous despatch from His Excehenc}, 
which was printed in the Gazette Extraordiwivy of the 24th instant. J 
Major-General Windham’s reputation as a leader of conspicuouf 
bravery and coolness, and the reputation of the gallant force which he 


J G. 0. No. 1619 of 1857. 
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commanded, will have lost nothing from an accidental omission such as 
General Sir Colin Campbell has occasion to regret. 

; But the Governor-General in Council will not fail to bring to the 
notice of the Government in England the opinion formed by His 
Excellency of the difficulties against which Major-General Windham, 
with the officers and men under his orders, had to contend. 


From Genei'al Sir Colih' Campbell, k.c.b., Commander4n-Chief, io the RigH 

Hon’hle the Governor-Genei'al of India in Council, — dated Head- Quarters 

Camp, near Cawnpore, 20th Decemler 185?'. 

I have the honour to bring to your Lordship’s notice an omission, 
which I have to regret in my despatch of the 2nd December, and I 
beg to be allowed now to repair it. 

I desire to make my acknowledgment of the great difficulties in 
which Major-General Windham, C. B., was placed: during the operations 
he describes in his despatch, and to recommend him and the officers 
whom he notices as having rendered him assistance to your Lordship’s 
protection and good offices. 

I may mention in conclusion that Major-General Windham is 
ignorant of the contents of my despatch of 2nd December, and that I 
am prompted to take this step solely as a matter of justice to the 
Major-General and the other officers concerned. 

33j order of His Excellency the Commander-in-CIiief. _ 

(Sd.) W. MAYHEW, Lieut.-Col., 

. Adjt.-Genl. of the Army. 

(Sd.) E. J. H. BIECH, Col., 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, Mily. Dept, 


From the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, — dated Head- Quarters, Camp Ghowleepore, 25th Decemher 
18oT. 

In completion of the despatches and reports relative to the recent 
operations and dispositions, of the troops at Oawnpore and Lucknow, I 
have the honour, by direction of the Oommander-in-Cbief, to enclose 
copies of six memoranda, written by the Chief of the Staff 'by order of 
His Excellency for the guidance of Major-General 0, Windham, C. B., 
._and Sir James Outram, G. c, B. 

^ I am also directed to enclose copy of a letter from the Chief Staff 
of Major-General Sir Oiitram, g, c. b„ dated 11th instant, 
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Memorandum ly the Chief of the Staff for the guidance of Major-G-eneral 
Windham, dated Cawnpore, 6th November 1857, 


Major-General Windham, C. B., will assume command of the Cawn- 
pore Division as a temporary arrangement in pursuance of the G. 0. 
issued this day. 

2. His attention will he immediately directed towards the improve- 
,m,ent of the defences and of the entrenchment which now cover the 

Commissariat, two of the hospitals, &c. 

3. He will communicate daily with Captain Bruce, the Police 
Magistrate, who will furnish all the intelligence to the Major-General 
which it is in his power to give. 

4. A careful watch must he maintained over the movements of 
the Gwalior Force which, it is supposed, will arrive at Calpee on- 
AAmday, the 9th instant. 

5. If this force show a real disposition to cross the Jumna, the 
garrison at Futtehpore* should be withdrawn to Cawnpore, and execute 
the march in two days bringing their guns with them, and destroying 
the entrenchment. 

6. A postf should he formed in such case at Lohunda, the terminus 

of the railwaj% to coiisist of not less 
than five companies of infantry and 


t To be furnished from Allahabad. 


four guns. 

7. Parties proceeding from Lohunda to Ca'wnpore should, if the 
contingency .allowed it to take place, be of the strength of a battalion. 
But the bullock train parties are not to be discontinued, till positive in- 
formation respecting the movement of the Gwalior Contingent renders 
such precautions absolutely necessary. 

8. Supposing this to have taken place. General Windham -will 
make as great show as he cau'of what troops he mny have at Cawnpore, 
leaving a sufficient guard in the entrenchment, by encamping them con- 
spicuously and in somewhat extended order, looking, however, well to 
bis line of retreat, 

9. He will not move out to attack unless compelled to do so by 
the force of circumstances, to save the bombardment of the entrench- 
ment. 


* The officer in command at Futtebpore must communicate this, but quite confiden- 
tially, to the,, chief district authority. 
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10. For the present, the garrison of Oawnpore will consist of the 
detachments of Her Majesty’s 5th Fusiliers, 84th, and recovered men of 
various corps, and of the head^quarters of Her Majesty’s 64th Regi- 
ment, amounting in all to about 500 men. 

10. The British infantry which will he arriving from day to day 
will be sent forward into Oudh by wings of;., regiments, unless General 
Windham should be seriously threatened. But of course in such case 
he will have been able to take the orders of the Commander-in- 
Ohief. 

11. General Windham may detain the 2ud Madras Bi-igade 
under Brigadier Carthew for a few days, until the intentions' of the 
Gwalior Contingent are developed. This force will arrive with convoy 
on the 10th instant. 

He will desire -Brigadier Campbell, Commanding at Allahabad, 
and the officer commanding at Futtehpofe to report to him,. and com- 
municate so much of these instructions to those officers as affects 
them. 


Memorandum by the Chief of the Stqf for the guidance of Mafor- 
Qeneral Windham, — dated Head- Quarters, Caxvnpore, Sth November 
1857 . ' . - ■ 

In continuation of former instructions, Major-General Windham is 
requested to direct his attention to the general position of the stations- 
threatened or affected by the Gwalior Contingent. 

Assuming that force to have arrived at Calpee, it is apparent from 
the map that besides the J umna there ai’e between that place and 
Ca^ynpore, the Rind Nuddee and the Pandoo Nuddee. 

Supposing the enemy to contemplate an advance on the line of the 
Ganges from Calpee, he wordd proceed either tp Ahbarppre or 
Ghatumpore. 

In either case, measures would be taken to destroy the bridges on 
these streams. 

If the enemy proceed to Akbarppre, it is tolerably evident that he 
Avould be bound either for Cawupore or to Sheorajpore. There would 
be ample time then to take urgent measures at Cawnpore, supposing 
the bridges to have been destroj'ed. If, on the contrary, he makes for 
Ghatumpore, it may be presumed that his aim is Futtehpore. 


JIEJIORANDUJI FOR THE GUIDANCE OF MAJOR-GENERAL TTINDHASI 418 


When he is at'Ghatumpore, it will be time enough to think of 
abandoning the post of Futtehpore, which is to be avoided as long as 
possible consistently with the military safety of the gariison. 

Assuming that he is bound for Cawnpore, it will be for General 
Windham to exercise his discretion in calling up the Futtehpore gar- 
rison as a ’reinforcement. This should only be done as a last resource ; 
Government having been fully restored in the Futtehpore District, the 
interests of which would be sacrificed by the abandonment of the 
post. 

General Windham will have at his disposal about 500 rank and file 
of British troops, including a detachment of the Naval Brigade left to 
work his guns. 

The Madras Force will give him 650 rank and file with six field 
guns. 

Two 24-pounder guns have been added to his ordnance in the last 
three days, making in all nine guns for the intrenehment, besides the 
Madras guns above alluded to. 

There are in addition two 9-pounders and one 24-pounder howitzer, 
with ammunition in their wagons available for movement, but for 
which there are no gunners. 

There are now in course of arrival, at very early date, at Cawn- 
pore : — 

1 Companj’-, Reserve Artillery (Royal Artillery). 

1 Horse Field Battery, Royal Artillery, military train*. 

5 Companies, Her Majesty’s 23rd Foot, detachment. Her 
Majesty’s 82nd Foot, 

2 ^Madras Horse Artilleiy guns. 

The 23 rd and military train, and the Royal Artillery will pursue 
their march towards Lucknow Avithout delaj’^, Avith convoys of ammuni- 
tion, engineer’s park, and commissariat stores. 

The detachment of the 82nd Foot Avill remain at Cawnpore till they 
reach the strength of a Aving, AA'heu they Avill make the distance to 
Alumbagh in two marches, 

Major-General Windham Avill have the goodness to send due notice 
of the arrival and departure of every detachment and convoy to and. 
from Cawnpore to the officer in charge of the Quartermaster-General's 
Department, Head-Quarters. 

* "Military train" was a distinct body of two hundred sabres and should hardly hare been 
inserted as an adjunct to a Horse Field Battery. 
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Memoradit^m hy the Chief of the Staff for the guidance of Major-Gen-' 
eral Windham, — dated Gamp Alumbagh, 14ih November 1857. 

Major-General Windham will cause all detachments, coming along 
the Grand Trunk Eoad to halt at Cawnpore until further orders. 

All men arriving must be fully equipped. 

The gram bags will be returned as soon as possible. 

He will have the goodness to communicate the substance of this 
memorandum to Captain Bruce. 




